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TTAViNG  been  favoured  with  the  fair  fheets  of  the 
original  of  the  following  voyage  by  the  Au- 
thor, M.  Fleurieu,  we  have  judged  that  an 
Englifh  edition  of  it  might  not,  perhaps,  be  alto- 
gether unacceptable  to  the  public.  The  plan  of 
the  work  is  fo  fully  explained  in  the  following 
Introduction  as  to  render  it  unneceffary  for  us 
to  fay  a  word  on  that  fubjeâ:.  On  comparing  our 
tranflation  with  the  original,  it  will  be  found  that 
we  have  mod  fcrupuloufly  followed  our  Author 
from  the  beginning  of  his  Introduction  to  the 
end  of  the  Journal  of  the  Route,  This 
comprifes  the  whole  of  the  Narrative  of 
Marchand's  voyage,  and  the  Notes  relating 
to  it.  The  two  volumes  of  natural  hiflory,  de- 
fcriptive  of  the  birds,  fiflies,  &c.  kc.  feen  in  the 
courfe  of  the  voyage,  being  intended  more  as  a 
vehicle  of  inflruclion  to  iiavi,.^arors  m  general, 
than  a  frefh  fource  of  information*  to  perfons  al- 
ready-verfed  in  that  interefting  fcience,  we  have 
thought  that  thofe  who  might  be  defuous  of  reap- 
ing in  fo  extenfive  a  field  would  prefer  confulting 
the  original  to  having  recourfe  to  a  tranflation; 
?Lnd,  for  that  reafon,  w^e  have  declined  rendering 
fhem  into  Englifh.    ImprefTed  with  the  fame  idea, 

we 
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we  have  omitted  the  "  Recherches  fur  les  Terres 
Aujirales  de  Drake^  et  un  examen  critique  du  Voy- 
age  de  Roggeween      which,  together  with  the 
Syjïême  métrique  decimal  appliqué  à  V Hydrographie 
*^  et  aux  calculs  de  la  Na'uigation^^^  may  be  confider- 
ed  rather  in  the  light  of  an  Appendix  than  as 
forming  an  integral  part  of  the  original  work. 

In  the  general  chart  exhibiting  the  Solide's 
track,  as  well  as  in  the  text,  we  have  adhered  to 
the  new  hydrographical  divifion  and  tiomenclature 
propofed  by  M.  Fleurieu.  This  part  of  our 
Author's  labour,  which  he  now  offers  to  the  world 
at  large,  was  firft  fubmitted  to  the  National  Inftitute 
of  Arts  and  Sciences  and  to  the  Board  of  Longi- 
tude of  France,  and  the  judgment  of  his  peers  has 
proclaimed  the  correclnefs  of  his  views  and  the 
clearnefs  of  his  conceptions.  Thofe  who  may 
wifh  for  further  inform.ation  on  f^his  head,  or  may 
be  defirous  of  analyzing  the  Author's  motives  for 
this  innovation,  will  find  them  detailed  irî  the  "  Ob^ 
fervations  fur  la  divifton  hydrographique  du  Globe^ 
^*  et  changerasYis  propofs  dans  la  nomenclature  génê- 
rale  et  particulière  de  V Hydrographie^^  given  iî^ 
the  fourth  volume  pf  the  4to  edition  of  the  original. 
Whatever  may  be  their  opinion  as  to  the  changes 
propofed,  we  will  venture  to  predidl  that  they  can- 
not but  commend  the  Author  for  his  efforts  to- 
'  wards  the  improvement  of  hydrography.  Of  the 
other  charts,  &c.  we  have  fuppreffed  fuch  as  were 
either  copies,  the  originals  of  which  are  to  he  found 

in 
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in  the  narratives  of  our  Englifti  voyages,  or  as, 
from  fubfequent  information,  have,  in  feme  mea- 
fure,  become  fuperfluous.  Thefe  different  fup- 
preffions  have  enabïed  us  to  make  a  proportionate 
redu(5lion  in  the  price  of  the  Englifh  work,  without 
having  in  the  fmaliefl  degree  leffened  its  value  to 
the  general  reader. 

Some  perfons  may,  perhaps,  be  alfo  of  opinion 
that  we  might,  withotit  impropriety,  have  omitted 
the  NoT£S  ;  but  when  it  is  confidered  how  much 
the  fafety  of  navigation  depends  on  a  knowledge  of 
the  adion  of  the  curnents,  and  that  this  attempt 
of  M.  Fleurieu  to  afcertain  their  diredion  and 
velocity  in  the  courfe  of  a  circumnavigation  of  the 
globe  is  the  firH:  of  the  kind  which  has  met  the 
public  eye,  we  flatter  ourfelves  that  v/e  fhall  be  jufli- 
fied  for  their  infertion  by  the  approbation  of  every 
friend  to  fcience,  every  thinking  man  j  and  we 
are  the  more  confirmed  in  this  opinion  from  the 
fame  idea  having  been  recently  fuggefted  by  an 
able  navigator  of  our  own  nation*.   "What  indeed, 

caa 

*  Captain  William  Bligh  has  publifiied  a  chart  exhibit- 
ing the.  track  of  the  D ireèlor  unà^r  his  command,  in  a  voy- 
age  to  Si.  Helena  and  back  to  England,  with  the  direâion  of 
the  currents  and  their  effedt. 

In  the  Remarks  annexed  to  his  chart,  Captain   Bligh  ' 
obferves  that,  "  If  a  ferles  of  fhip's  tracks,  in  different  parts 
*«  of  the  ocean,  were,  in  fuch  a  manner,  correélly  laid  down 
**  it  is  evident  that  the  velocity  and  dircdion  of  the  cur- 

rents  would  be  afcertained.  without,  any  material  et-ror, 
'*  and  a  diilin(^  account  be  given  of  them. 

"  The 
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can  be  more  interefling  to  a  maritime  people, 
whofe  very  exigence  depends  on  their  commerce^ 
than  the  advancement  of  an  art  which,  while  it 
is  one  of  the  mofl  folid  foundations  of  their  prof- 
perity,  at  the  fame  time  cements  the  ties  of  focial 
intercourfe  between  nations  ?  What  friend  to 
humanity  can  withhold  his  tribute  of  applaufe 
from  the  hydrographer,  who,  from  the  recefs  of 
his  clofet,  defcribes  thofe  paffages  from  which  he 
is  feparated  by  thoufands  of  leagues  ;  announces 
the  nature  of  the  bottom  of  the  fea  and  the  varia- 
tions of  its  depth  j  delineates  the  windings  formed 
by  the  reefs  and  fhores  ;  calculates  the  power, 
and  traces  the  diredion  of  the  currents,  whether 
general  or  accidental  ;  points  out  with  precifion 
the  treacherous  fhoal  inceflantly  covered  by  the 
waves,  and  thus  concealed  from  the  eye  of  the 
cautious  mariner  ?  Will  it  not  inftantly  occur  to 
the  contemplative  mind,  that  the  day  may  come, 
perhaps,  when  a  parent,  a  fon,  a  hufband,  a  bro- 
ther, a  friend,  may  be  called  by  fate  into  fuch 
dangerous  feas  ;  and  that  unfaithful  narratives  or 


<*  The  foundation  of  this  Map,"  continues  he,  is  the 
<*  true  pîan  of  the  fhip  every  day  at  noon,  or  as  often  as  it 
«'  can  be  aicertained,  and  the  place  faithfully  and  impartially 

found  b  the  log  ;  that  is,  the  true  difference  of  latitude  and 
"  longitude  made  every  day,  and  the  difference  of  latitude  and 
«  longitude  found  by  account,  without  any  corredlion  but  for 
««  leeway  and  variation  of  the  compafs.  The  difference  be- 
<^  tween  them  fhould  be  ihe  eifed  of  the  current.'* 

încorre6t 
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încorreft  charts  may  lead  him  to  fliipwreck,  to 
certain  deftrudion  ?  Can  wç  then  refufe  our  ad- 
miration and  gratitude  to  the  fage  who  flops  him 
on  the  brink  of  the  precipice  :  the  man  who  ne- 
ver beheld  thofe  feas,  thofe  ftraits,  thofe  illands, 
thofe  fand-banks,  or  thofe  rocks,  traces,  in  the 
midft  of  fuch  accumulated  danger,  a  fafe  route  ; 
and  reafoning,  which  combines  and  redifies  obfer- 
vations,  becomes  a  furer  guide  than  obfervation 
îtfelf. 

Such  are  the  reflections  which  prcfent  them- 
felves  to  us  in  anfwer  to  the  objedions  that  may 
be  ftarted  by  thofe  fuperficial  obfervers  who  are 
ever  eager  to  blame  what  they  do  not  give  them- 
feives  the  trouble  to  examine,  as  if  the  deter- 
mination of  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  a  point  of 
the  globe  whither  trade  calis  our  fhipping,  or 
'the  pofition  of  a  ftrait  through  which  our  navi- 
gators muft  neceffarily  pafs,  could  be  determined 
with  too  great  a  degree  of  precifion.  In  this  point 
of  view,  the  "  Analyfis  of  the  general  chart  of  the 
two  Straits  fituated  between  Banca  and  Billi- 
"  TON,  known  by  the  name  of  Gaspares  Strait 
*^  and  Clement's  Strait",  as  well  as  the  redifica- 
tion  of  feveral  points  of  geography,  mufl  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  valuable  acquifition. 
.  The  general  merits  of  the  original  work,  it  is 
not  our  province  to  determine  ;  but  it  appears 
to  us,  that,  however  great  an  enthufiaft  M.  Fleu- 
RiEU  may  be  for  the  honour  and  profperity  of 

Franc£, 
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France,  he,  neverthelefs,  gives  to  every  natîoïi 
what  belongs  to  it,  and,  like  a  true  philanthropiftj 
never  lofes  fight  of  the  general  intereft  of  man- 
kind. Crimes  he  condemns  without  referve, 
fauhs  he  blames  without  bitiernefs,  fa£ls  he  re- 
eftaljlifties  without  paflion,  and  errors  he  detects 
without  ill-huinoun  We  (hall  only  add  that  it 
has  been  our  endeavour  to  transfufe  into  our  lan- 
guage the  ftnfe  of  the  Author,  whofe  reputation, 
however,  ftands  too  high  in  the  opinion  of  his 
countrymen  to  be  affeded  by  the  inferiority  that 
may,  perhaps,  be  found  in  this  undertaking  *. 

*  The  firft  conful  of  Franee,  as  Prefident  of  the  National 
Inftitute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  has  fent  a  fuperb  copy  of  the 
original  to  the  Royal  Society  oî  London, 

London,  July  the  loth,  i8oi*  ^ 


INTRODUCTION. 


(Read  in  the  sitti:^gs  of  the   NAtioNÀL  Institute  op  Arts 
AND  Sciences,  in  the  Class  o.e  Moral  and  Political  Sciences, 

ON  THE    17th  AND    22d  MeSSIDOR,    YEAR  V  OF   THE  FRENCH  ErA 

(5th  AND  loth  July  1797). 


'j^HE  NORtH-WEST  coaft  of  America,  feparàted 
from  Europe  by  a  vafl  fea,  and  by  a  great 
continent  along  the  eaft  fide  of  which  the  navi- 
gator muft:  range  as  far  as  the  fifty-feventh  or 
fifty-eighth  degree  of  fouth  latitude,  was  not  known 
till  a  long  time  after  its  north-east  coaft,  fitu*. 
ated  on  the  fame  parallels  as  the  north- west 
coaft,  had  been  fabjeâ:ed  to  the  European  yoke, 
and  even  undergone  feveral  revolutions  which 
have  only  occafioned  it  to  change  its  mafters, 
without  ever  re-eftablifhing  Nature  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  her  rights.  The  lapfe  of  three  centuries 
has  not  yet  been  fufEcient  to  bring  us  acquainted 
with  all  the  weft  coaft  of  North  America;  the 
difcovery  of  it  has  been  made  by  parts,  and  at  pe- 
riods remote  from  each  other.  An  interruption 
of  a  hundred  years  had  caufed  the  fuccefs  of  the 
firft  attempts  to  be  forgotten  j  and  there  was  a 
neceffity  for  difcovering  ànew  what  had  already 
VQU  u  a  been 
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been  difcovered.  It  \<^as  not  till  about  the  middle 
of  the  prefent  century  that  the  trace  of  former 
expeditions  was  refumed  ;  and  it  may  be  faid 
that,  prior  to  this  period,  we  merely  knew  that 
the  NaRTH-wEST  coaft  of  America  muft  ter- 
minate on  the  Great  Ocean;  but  we  were 
îiot  even  certain  that  the  Old  and  the  New 
World  did  not  form  to  the  northward  a  continued 
land,  nor  were  we  aflured  that  each  continent  was 
a  large  ifland. 

Before  I  give  an  account  of  the  Voyage  round 
the  World,  performed  in  1790,  91,  and  92, 
by  Captain  Etienne  Marchand,  commander 
of  the  (I)ip  Solide,  the  firft  which  the  merchants 
of  France  have  ventured  to  fend  towards  that 
diftant  coaH:,  I  fiall  briefly  recall  to  mind  the 
ancient  difcoveries  which  obtained  us  the  firft 
notions  of  that  part  of  the  New  Continent.  I 
fhall,  in  ^oing  back  to  the  time  of  each  dif- 
covery,  endeavour  to  diftinguifh  what  motive  de- 
termined each  expedition  -,  and  I  fhall  gradually 
come  to  the  voyages  of  our  tirne^  the.  fuccefs  of 
which  has  given  rife  to  new  fpecuîatîons  in  com- 
merce. The  greatnefs  and  the  difficulties  of  the 
undertaking  mull  have  attached  to  it  a  fort  of  at- 
rtradion  ;  but  thefe  operations^,  advantageous  in  the 
outlet,  and  as  long  as  they  were  not  counteraded 
by  immoderate  competition,  would  not  promife  for 
the  future  a  profit  capable  of  balancing  the  rifks  and 
compenfating  the  expenfe,  if  they  were  not  com- 
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DÎned  with  prudence,  and  refl:n£led  to  Hmîts  which 
cannot  be  exceeded,  without  the  adventurers  ex- 
poling  themfelves  voluntaiily  to  unavoidable  lofles. 

Cortes  had  conquered  and  fubdued  Mexico 
by  the  ftrength  of  his  genius,  perhaps  flill  more 
than  by  the  fuperiority  of  European  arms  ;  but 
Charles  V,  fatisfied,  for  the  moment,  with  the 
treafures  which  this  firfl  conqueft  infured  him,  or 
too  prudent  to  intrufi:  to  Cortes  a  great  power 
in  the  new- empire  which  he  had  jiift  given  to 
Spain,  wifhed  to  render  him  ufelefs  in  order  that 
he  might  not  be  dangerous.     In  granting  hiiti 
great  titles  of  honour,  he  limited  his  authority  to 
the  idle  command  of  troops  reduced  to  ina£lionj 
forbad  him  to  engage  in  any  military  expedition 
on  the  continent,  and  authorized  him  only  to  aim^ 
out  of  the  country,  at  a  new  kind  of  glory  in  ma- 
ritime expeditions.    This  ardent  fpirit,  which  had 
hitherto  been  occupied  by  great  conce!ptions,  ac* 
cuftomed  to  thole  brilliant  and  unhoped-for  fuc.-^ 
cefles  which  Fortune  always  keeps   out   of  thé 
reach  pf  common  men,  became  reftlefs  in  the  fet- 
ters which  a  fufpicious  monarch  wilhed  to  put  to 
his  ambition:  new  projets  were  no  fooner  con- 
ceived than  executed  ;  and  he  threw  himfelf  with 
ardour  into  the  fole  career  that  jealous  authority 
left  open  to  his  adive  difpofition.    Already  had  he 
caufed  the  Ifthmus  of  Darien  to  be  vifited  by 
his  lieutenants^  in  order  to  afcertain  whether  it 
would  not  be  pofiible  to  triumph  over  the  ob- 
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flacîes  which  Nature  might  oppofe  to  thejun£lîon 
of  the  two  Oceans;  already  had  he  caufed  the 
eaft  coafl:  of  North  America  to  be  examined 
in  order  to  difcover  whether  fome  Strait  might 
not  afford  a  free  pafTage  to  navigation  ;  but,  his 
hopes  having  been  difappointed  in  both  attempts, 
he  confined  himfelf  to  fuch  expeditions  as  might 
be  made  from  the  ports  of  Mexico  fituated  on 
the  Great  Ocean*  Small  fquadrons  were  fuc- 
celTively  equipped  ;  but  the  inexperience  of  the 
commanders  lofl:  fome,  and  the  others  returned 
without  any  important  difcovery  having  gratified 
his  ambition.  Humiliated,  in  fome  meafure,  by 
this  feries  of  ill  fuccefs  to  which  he  was  not  ac- 
cuftomed,  and  which  he  imputed  to  unfkiifulnefs 
and  want  of  perfeverance  in  the  condud:  of  the 
operations,  in  1537,  he, ordered  a  frefti  arma- 
ment which  he  put  under  the  command  of  the 
Chevalier  Francisco  de  Uljloa,  whofe  repu» 
tation  had  been  acquired  by  long  fervices.  But 
when  the  fhips  were  equipped  and  ready  to  fail, 
tired,  in  (hort,  of  intruding  to  others  the  execution 
of  his  proje(^s  and  the  interefts  of  his  glory,  he 
took  the  command  in  perfon,  went  on  board  the 
Capltana  ;  and,  confiding  to  the  fea  Cortes  and 
his  fortune,  he  direded  his  courfe  towards  the 
north.  A  long  feiies  of  fatrguea  and  dangers 
worthy  of  him  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  his 
voyage  :  his  fiery  courage  at  length  found  obfta- 
cles  which  he  could  not  furmount  ;  he  oppofed  to 
1 1  them 
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them  the  cooi  bravery  of  perfeverance":  and,  after 
having  long  flruggled  againft:  a  raging  fea  that  had 
never  been  navigated  by  (hips,  he  finally  difco- 
vered  the  great  Peninfula  of  California  which 
would  have  been  honoured  by  bearing  his  name» 
and  he  explored  the  greater  part  of  that  long  and 
narrow  gulf  which  is  at  this  day  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Vermilion  Sea.  The  difcovery  of 
fo  extenfive  a  country  might  have  been  fufficient 
for  the  glory  of  any  other  man  ;  but  it  added  no- 
thing to  that  of  Cortes,  and  did  not  gratify  the 
great  hopes  which  he  had  conceived  *. 

Antonio  de  Mendoça,  who,  a  fhort  time 
after,  united,  with  the  title  of  viceroy,  the  pleni- 
tude of  power,  which  in  his  hands  appeared  not 
dangerous,  employed  himfelf  in  purfuing  the  dif- 
coveries  to  the  north.  The  objedt  of  the  expedi- 
tions was  not  fo  much  to  difcover  new  lands,  as 
to  feek^a  PalTage,  a  communication  from  the 

•  See  Herrercy  Decad.  v.  Book  8.  Chap.  9,  10 — Decad. 
viu.  Book  6.  Chap.  14 — Venegas,  Hljl.  de  la  California  y  124 
— Loren!z,ana,  Hift.  ^a^c  ^Z2  ~  Rolertfon^s  Hift,  of  America^ 
BookV. 

Reinhold  Forfler,  fpeaking  o^  the  expedition  of  Cortes^  fays 
that  he  returned  ivithout  having  done  any  thing  ;  it  feems  to  me 
that  this  is  difparaging  it  too  much  ;  for,  in  fhort,  California  was 
çlifcovered  ;  and  the  knowledge  which  was  acquired  of  the  ex- 
iftence  of  that  country,  was  an  introdu<Slion  to  difcoveries  more 
important.  (See  Voyages  and  Difcoveries  made  in  the  North, 
By  R*  Forfter.  Tranflated  from  the  German,  London.  1776. 
4to.  page  448.) 
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Atlantic  Ocean"; to  the  West  Sea,  through 
America  ;  and  thefe  refearches  were  excited  by 
the  belief  which  was  granted  to  a  fable.    In  1500, 
or  1501,  Gaspar  DK  CoRTEREM.,  a  Portyguefc, 
a  man  of  family,  lailed  from  Lisbon,  arrived  at 
Newfoundland,  vifired  its  eaft  coaft,  prefented 
Jiimfelf  at  the  mouth  of  the  River   St.  Law^- 
RENCE,  difcovered,  above  the  fiftieth  parallel,  a 
land  which  he  named   Terra  de  Labrador, 
becaufe  he  judged  it  fit  for  tillage  and  culture,  at 
length,  by  afcending  towards  the  north,  reached 
the  entrance  of  a  Strait  on  which  he  impofed 
the  name  of  Strait  of  Anian      and  which,  up- 
wards of  a  hundred  years  after,  was  called  Hud- 
son's Strait,  from  the  name  of  an  Englifli  navi- 
gator who,  in  1610,  penetrated  by  this  palTage 
into  the  Bay  that  has  likewife  retained  his  name* 
CoRTEREAL,  fuppofmg  in'  good  eariieft  that  the 
Strait  whofe  entrance  he  had  difcovered  muft  lead 
into  the  Indian  Ocean,  haftened  to  return  to 
Lisbon  in  order  to  carry  thither  the  news  of  his 
great  difcovery.    He  thence  failed  again  the  fol- 
lowing year  for  the  purpofe  of  proceeding  to  the 
East  Indies  by  his  pretended  PafTage  ;  but  nei- 
ther he  nor  his  fhip  have  fmce  been  heard  of  :  in 
1502,  Miguel  deCort^ïReal  undertook  the  fame 
voyage  in  order  to  go  in  fearch  of  his  brother,  an4 

*  This  was  the  name  of  two  brothers,  companions  of  Ççr- 
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his  lot  was  not  more  fortunate  :  laflly,  the  eldefl 
of  the  famiiy,  Vasco  de  Cortereal,  who  held 
a  great  office  at  court,  wiflied  to  equip  a  fhip  and 
expofe  himfelf  to  the  hazards  of  navigation,  in 
hopes  of  finding  Caspar  and  Miguel  ;  but  the 
King  of  Portugal,  who  was  particularly  fond  of 
him,  and  who  conceived  that  this  enterprize,  dan- 
gerous for  his  favourite,  would  be  of  no  ufe  to 
thofe  whom  he  regretted,  oppofed,  by  a  prohi- 
bitory order,  this  fraternal  mark  of  afFedion  *. 

The  idea  of  this  communication  of  the  two  feas 
to  the  northward,  had  got  into  vogue  among  the 
Spaniards,  who,  not  content  with  the  hitherto  ex- 
clulive  polfefiion  of  a  New  World,  were  ftill  ambi- 
tious of  fharing,  with  the  Portuguefe,  the  riches 
which,  through  their  means,  thofe  famous  coun- 
tries fituated  to  the  eafl  of  the  Old  Continent 
poured  into  Europe  :  Mendoça  occupied,  like 
his  predecelfors,  with  the  project  of  arriving  there, 
thought  that  if,  in  faâ:,  the  Strait  of  Anian  ex- 
ifted,  he  might,  by  caufmg  it  to  be  fought  for  on 
the  NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  America,  difcover  its 
outlet  into  the  West  Sea. 

With  this  view  in  1540,  he  difpatched  Fran- 
cisco Vasqtjes  Coronado  by  land,  and  Fran- 
cisco Alarçon  by  fea,  in  fearch  of  the  pre- 
tended Strait.    Alarçon  went  no  farther  than 

*  Hakliiytus  pnfthumus,  or  Purchas  his  Pîlgnmes.  Loud. 
Ï625.  fo.  vol.  iv.  pages  809  and  8 10. 
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the  thlrty-fixth  parallel.  His  fîiip  had  fuftaîned 
fome  damages;  ficknefs  begrin  to  make  a  progrefs 
among  the  crew  ;  and  the  land,  in  this  latitude, 
having  appeared  to  him  to  trend  to  the  north-weft, 
he  was  afraid  of  going  too  far  from  the  troops 
which  were  making  refearches  by  land  under  the 
command  of  Coronado  ;  he  turned  back,  and 
regained  the  port  whence  he  had  failed  *. 

The  fame  projedl  was  refumed,  in  1542,  by 
RoDRiGUES  DE  Cabrillo,  a  Portuguefe  in  the 
fervice  of  Spain.  He  went  not  beyond  the  forty- 
fourth  parallel.  The  extreme  cold  which  he  ex- 
perienced in  this  latitude,  ficknefs,  want  of  provi, 
fions,  the  bad  ftate  and  the  bad  qualities  of  a  (hip 
by  no  means  calculated  for  the  navigation  of  this 
fea,  forced  him  to  return  before  he  had  got  as 
high  as  the  parallel  which  his  inftrudlions  had 
fixed.  He  had  not  made  any  difcovery  :  only  in 
the  latitude  of  42  degrees  (or  more  exadly  in  41** 
30')  he  had  perceived  a  point  of  land,  to  which, 
in  honour  of  the  viceroy,  he  gave  the  name  of 
Cape  Mendocino  ;  and  from  that  cape,  in  com- 
ing down  again  to  the  Port  of  La  Navidad  f, 
fituated  in  about  19°  45',  whence  he  had  been 
difpatched,  he  difcovered  that  the  coaft  formed  ^ 

*  Huran,  Defcrip.  Je  las  Indtas. — Lae't.  Novus  Orhis, 
f  Navidad  ^nà  not  Nath  idad,-^ln  Spmiùi,  î\falîvidady  em- 
ployed to  indicate  the  day  of  a  religious  feftival,  indicates 
that  of  the  Natruily  of  the  Virgin  ;  whereas  the  word  Navidad^ 
which  is  only  an  abbreviation  of  the  former,  figni^ies  Chrijlmas^ 
the  day  of  the  Birth  ofjejus  Ckrijîo 
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continued  line,  without  any  interruption,  any 
opening  that  could  indicate  a  Strait  *. 

The  Spaniards  feemed  to  have  loft  fight  of  the 
difcoveries  to  the  northward,  till  in  1578,  Sir 
Francis  Drake,  an  Englifli  navigator,  who  has 
been  rendered  no  lefs  celebrated  by  his  voyage 
round  the  world  than  by  his  exploits,  after  hav* 
ing,  the  fîrfl  of  his  nation,  paffedthe  Strait  of 
Magellan,  fcarcely  yet  known,  and  crolTed  the 
Great  Ocean  from  fouth  to  north,  ravaging,  in 
his  way,  ihe  Spanifli  pofleffions,  made  the  land  on 
the  north-west  coaft  of  America,  in  the  lati- 
tude of  48  degrees,  which  no  Spanifli  navigator 
had  yet  reached  ;  coafted  the  fliore,  in  running 
down  again  to  the  parallel  of  37  degrees  ;  in  the 
latitude  of  38°  30'  difcovered  the  harbour  where 
he  made  fome  ftay,  and  which  has  preferved  his 
name  ;  impofed  that  of  New  Albion  on  all  the 
country  of  which  he  formally  took  polTeffion  in 
the  name  of  Elizabeth,  queen  of  England  f; 
and,  for  the  firft  time,  America  faw  flying  on  her 

*  La^t.  Novus  Orlis.  Lib.  vî.  cap.  19. 

"j-  The  If^orld  encompajfed,  ly  Fletcher,  London,  1 653.  ^to, 
page  64  and  following.  It  appears  from  this  account  of 
Drahé'^  voyage,  that  he  gave  to  the  country  which  he  difco- 
vered, the  name  of  Neiu  Albion  for  two  reafons:  the  firft,  be- 
caufe,  from  the  nature  of  the  rocks  and  fhoals  with  which  the 
coaft  is  Ikirted,  it  prefents  the  fame  afpe6l  as  that  of  England^ 
the  fécond,  becaufe  it  was  reafonable  and  juft  that  this  land, 
till  then  unknown,  fhould  bear  the  name  of  the  country  of  the 
f^vil  navigator  who  landed  there, 
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weft:  coaft  the  flag  of  Great  Britain,  which,  fq 
frequently  fince,  has  there  fpread  terror. 

We  now  come  to  difcoveries  which  for  a  long 
time  were  confidered  as  fiflitious  :  and  if  the  re- 
fearches  of  the  voyagers  of  our  days  have  (hewn 
that  they  were  not  deftitute  of  reality  ;  they  have 
alfo  proved  that  truth  is  often  blended  with 
I  falfhood  :  I  mean  the  expeditions  of  Fuca,  of  Vis- 
CAiNo,  and  of  Admiral  De  Fuente. 

Juan  de  Fuca,  a  Greek  of  the  Ifland  of  Ce- 
PHalokia,  whofe  real  name  was  Apostolos 
Valerianos,  had  been  employed  for  upwards  of 
forty  years,  in  the  fervice  of  Spain,  as  a  mariner 
and  pilot.  On  his  return  from  his  voyages,  being 
at  Venice  in  1596,  he  gave  an  account  of  his 
laft:  expedition  to  Michael  Lock,  an  Englifli- 
man,  who  inferted  this  account  in  a  paper  which 
Samuel  Purchas  has  preferved  for  us  in  his 
Collection  of  Voyages. 

Fuca,  according  to  the  account  which  he  gave, 
had  been  difpatched  from  the  harbour  of  Aca- 
puLco,  in  1592,  by  the  Viceroy  of  Mexico,  with 
a  fmall  caravel  and  a  pinnace,  for  the  purpofe  of 
difcovering  the  communication,  by  the  north  of 
America,  between  the  Great  Ocean  and  the 
Atlantic  Ocean.  He  faw,  between  the  forty- 
feventh  and  the  forty-eighth  parallels,  that  the  land 
trended  to  the  north-eafl,  and  prefented  a  large 
opening  which  might  be  a  Strait  :  he  continued 
failing  in  it  for  the  fpace  of  twenty  days.  In 
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fome  places,  it  is  faid,  that  the  land  extended  tO' 
wards  the  north-eaft  ;  in  others,  towards  the  north- 
weft  ;  and  the  paffage  which  became  much  wider 
than  it  was  at  its  opening,  contained  feveral  iflands. 
FucA  frequently  went  on  fliore,  and  faw  a  number 
of  inhabitants  clothed  with  fkins  of  animals  :  the 
country  appeared   to  him  very  fertile,   and  it 
abounded  with  gold,  filver,  and  pearls.    He  thus 
reached  the  Atlantic  Ocean.    He  had  found 
that  the  Strait,  throughout  all  its  length,  is  of  a 
width  fulBcient  for  navigation  ;  and  the  mouth  by 
which  he  had  entered  it,  had  appeared  to  him  to 
be  thirty  or  forty  leagues  wide.    Two  motives 
then  decided  him  to  effed  his  return  by  the  fame 
pafiage  :  on  the  one  hand,  the  objeçi:  of  his  miffion 
w^s  accompliihed  ;  the  communication  of  the  two 
feas  acrofs  the  continent  of  America  was  difcover» 
ed  :  on  the  other,  he  was  afraid  that,  if  he  hap- 
pened to  be  attacked  by  the  fivages,  he  was  too 
weak  for  refifting  their  number.    He  therefore 
returned  to  Acapulco,  where,  for  two  years,  he 
warmly  foHcited  the  reward  which  he  feemed  to  de- 
ferve  for  a  difcovery  that  opened  to  Spain  a  new 
fource  of  wealth  and  profperity  *. 

Such  is  the  abridged  account  which  has  been 
handed  dqwfi  to  us  of  the  expedition  of  Juan  ds 

*  See  in  the  Englîfti  colletlion  of  Purchase  voLili.  pages  S^^g 
•—852,  feveral  documents  relative  to  this  «xpedition— .Se^  too 
the  Traité  4es  Tartarcs  by  Bergeron,  Chap.  zi.  page  125  and 
following.  i|.to« 
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FucA  ;  and  we  are  perfuaded  that  every  thing 
which  is  reported  of  it  is  not  apochryphal,  fince  in 
1787,  Captain  Berkley,  and,  in  1788,  Captain 
Duncan  with  his  fliip,  and  Captain  Meares  in  his 
long-boat,  both  difcovered,  towards  the  latitude  of 
48**  30',  an  entrance  which  was  vifited  in  part,  and 
the  fhores  of  which  they  found  inhabited  by  men 
fimilar  to  thofe  of  whom  the  Spanifh  navigator 
has  given  a  defcription  :  we  may  even  beheve,  on 
the  teflimony  of  Mr.  Meares,  who  has  rcprefented 
this  difcovery  on  the  charts  which  accompany  the 
narrative  of  his  voyages*,   that,  in  1789,  the 
American  floop  Washington,  commanded  by 
Captain  Gray,  having  entered  by  the  Strait  of 
Fuca,  rounded  to  the  eaflward  a  large  archipelago 
the  extent  of  which  is  upwards  of  a  hundred  and 
fixty  leagues  on  a  north  north-weft  and  fouth- 
fouth-eaft  line,  and  which  comprifes  in  its  fouthern 
part  NooTKA  Sound,  fo  well  known  by  the  third 
voyage  of  Captain  Cook.    The  fame  narrative  and 
the  fame  chart  alfo  indicate  that,  in  failing  along 
the  eafl;  coall  of  this  archipelago,  in  an  open  fea, 
the  Washington  was  conftantly  in  fight  of  the 
high  lands  of  the  continent,  which  bore  from  her 
eaft.    Admitting  that  the  track  of  the  American 
floop  is  well  afcei  tained,  we  fhould  owe  a  fort  of  re- 
paration to  Juan  de  Fuca,  and  it  would  be  no 

•  Voyages  made  In  the  Tear  lydS  and  1 789,  yrom  China  to 
the  North- ivrj  Coajl  of  America^  l^c.  by  John  Metxrjs.  London, 
1790.  4to. 
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more  than  juftice  to  give  him  credit  for  what  Is 
true  in  the  account  which  Purchas  has  pubhfhed* 
We  might  therefore  grant  that  this  navigator  dif- 
covered  the  inlet  or  lirait  which  bears  his  name, 
not  a  flrait  of  30  or  40  leagues  in  width,  but  of  4 
or  5  leagues;  that,  after  having  croffed  it,  he  pe- 
netrated into  the  interior  fea  or  bafm  which  is  faid 
to  have  been  difcovered,  in  thefe  latter  times,  by 
the  Washington^;  that,  having  proceeded  150 
or  160  leagues  in  this  bafin,  he  did  not  doubt  that 
it  would  condud  him  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean  ; 
and  that,  on  this  prefumption,  which  he  may  have 
confidered  as  a  certainty,  he  haftened  to  return  as 
he  went  in  order  to  announce  his  difcovery,  as  Gor- 
TEREAL,  the  Portuguefg,  had  done  with  refpedto 
his  Strait  of  Anian,  at  this  day  Hudson's  Strait. 
It  is  probable  that  the  truth  of  his  account  is  con- 
fined to  the  inlet  which  bears  the  name  of  Fuca, 
and  perhaps  to  a  large  bafm,  or  an  interior  fea, 
which  feparates  a  great  archipelago  from  the  high 
lands  of  the  continent:  but  nothing  feems  lefs 
proved,  and,  it  may  be  faid,  nothing  is  lefs  pro- 
bable than  his  pretended  communication  of  the 
Great  Ocean  with  the  Atlantic  Ocean  j 
for  if  it  exifted,  the  channel  could  not  open  to  the 
eaftward  but  on  fome  point  of  the  well  coaft  of 
Hudson's  Bay  ;  and  this  coaft  has  been  vifited  fo 
diligently,  and  repeatedly,  by  the  Englifh,  who, 
for  a  long  time  paft,  have  had  fettlements  fixed 
on  the  coafts  of  this  interior  fea,  and  who  had  a 
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knowledge  of  Fuca's  narrative,  that  it  is  not  al- 
lowable to  fappofe  that  the  communication  could 
have  efcaped  their  refearches.  But  it  is  very 
certain  that  Fuca  ought  to  be  reproached  with 
having  added  to  his  difcovery.  I  fhould  not  be 
difinclined  to  believe  that  fome  ardent  partifan 
of  the  NORTH-WEST  PafTage,  has,  by  a  fpecious 
fraud,  indulged  himfelf  in  proclaiming  the  difcovery  ^ 
of  this  FafTage,  in  order  to  keep  alive  the  prevail- 
ing opinion,  that  there  mud  exifl  in  this  part  a 
communication  between  the  two  feas,  and  by  this 
means  excite  Englifh  navigators  to  multiply  the 
efforts  and  refearches  that  might  lead  them  to  this 
difcoverv. 

As  for  the  gold,  filver,  and  pearls  which  were 
to  be  found  in  the  country  which  Fuca  fays  he 
^  difcovered,  it  appears  that  the  Spaniards  them- 
felves  gave  not  more  credit  to  this  feducing  account 
than  we  grant  to  it  at  this  day,  fmce  they  did  not 
follow  up  this  difcovery.  At  the  period  when  it 
was  made,  every  head  was  fo  full  of  the  idea  of 
the  inexhauftible  riches  which  the  New  World  was 
to  pour  into  the  Old,  that  the  adventurers  fancied 
that,  on  this  new  land,  all  was  gold,  and  that  every 
(hell  of  the  fea  was  to  yield  a  pearl.  The  men  clothed 
with  fkins  of  animals  fuch  as  Fuca  had  feen  there^ 
have  certainly  been  found  again,  in  thefe  lattef 
times  ;  but,  hitherto,  the  pearls  and  the  precious 
metals  are  to  be  met  with  only  in  Purchas's  ac- 
count: and  it  might  probably  happen  that  the 
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fame  hand  which  ^has  there,  opened  a  pafTage  from 
one  ocean  to  the  other,  had  alfo  ilrewn  there  the 
riches  which  might  prefent  to  thofe  who  Ihould 
wifli  to  employ  themfelves  in  fearch  of  the  paffage, 
the  affurance  or  at  lead  the  hope  of  indemnifying 
themfelves  on  the  route,  for  the  advances  which 
they  fliould  have  made. 

The  fécond  expedition  refpeding  which  or  at 
leaft  refpecling  a  circumdance  of  which  we  may 
entertain  doubts  that  will  appear  well  founded,  is 
that  of  Admiral  Viscaino  :  it  had  been  deter- 
mined on  from  political  confiderations. 

The  arrival  of  Admiral  Drake,  in  1578,  on  the 
weft  coaft  of  America,  as  well  as  the  entrance  of 
Cavendish  in  15S7,  and  that  of  Olivier  van 
NooRT,  in  1598,  into  the  Great  Ocean,  im- 
properly called  the  Pacific  Ocean,  had  ap- 
prized the  Spaniards  that  the  entrance  of  this  fea  of 
which,  till  then,  they  confidered  themfelves  as  fole 
proprietors  and  fovereigns,  was  henceforth  open  to 
all  nations.  This  certainty  v/as  calculated  to  alarm 
ufurpers:  indeed,  Spain  might  fear  that  navi- 
gators, enterprifmg  as  the  Englifli  are,  and  fo  ac- 
cuflomed  to  long  voyages,  would  renew  on  the 
w^eft  coaft  of  America,  thofe  fcenes  of  devafta- 
tion  which  had  fignalized  the  unexpcfted  appear- 
ance of  the  Drakes  and  Cavendishes  ;  and  that 
fhortly,  encouraged  by  the  hrft  fucceffes  which  the 
ancient  valour  of  the  Caftilians  had  not  even  at- 
tempted to  difpute,  England  would  conceive  and 
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execute  the  projed  of  forming  fettleinents  in  thé 
parts  to  the  northward  which  were  not  yet  occu* 
pied  by  the  Spaniards,  and  had  not  even  been  ex- 
plored by  their  navigators.  Thefe  fettlements,  in- 
deed, the  EngHfli  could  obtain  only  by  invafion^ 
only  by  violating  towards  the  natives  of  the  coun- 
try, all  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nations  ;  but 
the  example  of  the  Spaniards  w^ould  have  feemed 
perhaps  to  juftify  this  enterprife  ;  and,  hke  them, 
the  Englifh  might  create  motives  for  authorizing 
themfelves  to  oppofe  to  thefe  laws,  too  often  for- 
gotten or  evaded,  the  only  law  which  conquerors 
acknowledge,  that  of  force,  which  does  not  render 
ufurpations  lawful  in  the  eyes  of  reafon  and 
juftice,  but  which;  unfortunately,  is  fufficient  for 
effeding  conquefts,  and  confoHdating  them. 

Thefe  confiderations,  and  the  defire  of  finding 
in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  Mendocino,  a  harbour 
that  might  afford,  at  once,  to  the  galleons  return- 
ing from  the  Philippines  a  flielter  againft  the 
winds  and  a  refuge  againfl:  the  enemy's  cruifers, 
no  doubt,  determined  Philip  IIL  to  order  his 
Viceroy  of  Mexico,  Don  Gaspar  de  Zuniga, 
Count  DE  Monterey,  to  caufe  an  exad  furvey  to 
be  made  of  the  coafts  fituated  on  the  parallels  ad- 
jacent to  that  of  Cape  Mendocino,  difcovered  in 
1 542,  by  Rodrigues  Cabrillo. 

Sebastian  Viscaino  was  charged  with  this 
miffion,  and  fet  fail  from  Acapulco,  on  the  3th 
of  May  i6o2,  with  tv^^o  fhips,  a  frigate,  and  a 
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decked  boat.  He  vifited  the  harbours  and  îflands 
at  which  he  could  touch,  and  had  frequently  to 
ftruggle  againft  the  north^welt  winds  which  prevail 
on  that  coaft.  At  length,  he  fucceeded  in  difco- 
vering,  towards  the  latitude  of  36°  4©',  an  excel- 
lent harbour  on  which,  in  honour  of  the  Viceroy, 
he  impofed  the  name  of  Puerto  de  Monterey, 
and  which,  fince,  is  become  the  principal  fettle- 
ment  of  the  Spaniards  on  the  north-west  coaft. 
ViscAiNo  afterwards  afcended  as  far  as  the  paral- 
lel of  Cape  Mendocino,  in  41°  30',  of  which  he 
got  fight  ;  but  ficknefs  beginning  to  manifeft  itfelf 
on  board  his  fhips,  he  pufhed  his  refearches  no  far- 
ther, and  haflened  to  efFed  his  return  to  the  har- 
bour of  ACAPULCO. 

The' harbour  ofMoNTEREV  is  at  this  day  too 
well  known  for  that  part  of  the  difcoveries  of  Vis- 
CAiNo  to  give  room  to  any  obfervation  *  ;  but 
ToRQUEMADA  who  has  tranfmitted  to'  us  the  ac- 
count of  this  expedition  in  his  Monarquîa  Indiana  f, 
adds  that  Martin  de  Aguilar,  who  com- 
manded one  of  the  fmall  veflels,  having  been  fepa- 
rated  from  the  fquadron  by  the  violence  of  the 
ivinds,  fucceeded  in  doubling  Cape  Mendocino^ 

*  Great  details  refpeftîng  the  harbour  and  the  Prefidio  of 
Monterey i  will  be  found  in  the  account  oî  La  Peroufe\  voyage, 
now  printing. 

t  Lib.  V.  Chap,  ^j-  and  55.— See  too  tlue  Confidératlont 
géographiques  et  phyfiqwsy  par  Philippe  Buachcf  Paris,  1753. 4to* 
page  33- 
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which,  till  then,  had  been  only  perceived  ;  thaf, 
on  the  19th  of  January  1603,  thirty  leagues  more 
to  the  northward  than  this  cape,  in  the  latitude  of 
43%  he  difcovered  a  fécond  cape  or  point  to  which 
he  gave  the  name  of  Capo  Blanco  ;  that  beyond 
the  latter,  thscoafl  begins  to  decline  more  to  the 
eadward  ;  that  at  laft,  near  Capo  Blanco,  he 
difcovered  a  fafe  and  navigable  ndet  which  he 
took  for  the  mouth  of  a  large  river  ;  but  that  this 
inlet  is  a  (Irait  which  leads  to  a  great  city,  named 
Quivira;  that  the  rapidity  of  the  current  pre- 
vented him  from  afcending  the  river  ;  and  that, 
being  forced  to  relinquifh  the  attempt,  recol- 
lecting, befides,  that  the  miffion  of  Viscaino  had 
BO  other  objecl  than  to  feek  and  examine  a  har- 
bour, and  this  obje£l  being  accomplifiied,  he  had 
refolved  to  return  to  Acapulco. 

The  navigators  of  thefe  latter  times  have  pro- 
<^ured  us  no  information,  either  refpe6ling  this  m- 
let  of  Martin  de  Aguilar,  or  this  great  city 
of  QuiviRA.  The  Spaniards  affert  that,  in  a 
voyage  made  in  1775  *,  they  in  vain  looked  for 
the  inlet  between  the  latitude  of  45^  i"/  and  45° 
50'  :  but  it  feems  that  they  w^ould  have  had  more 
hopes  of  finding  it,  if  their  fearch  had  been  di- 
reded  to  the  vicinity  of  Capo  Blanco,  fituated 
towards  the  parallel  of  43°.  Captain  Cook,  in 
his  examination  of  the  north-west  coaft  of 
AwLRîCA  ill  1778,  made  the  land  iir  a  latitude 

*  ^ee.  farther  on  at  the  year  1 775. 
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more  to  the  northward  than  that  of  Capo  Blanco, 
and  could  not  perceive  this  part  of  the  coaft  but  at 
a  didance  ;  his  difcoveries  begin  only  at  Nootka 
Sound,  fituated  towards  the  latitude  of  49°  40', 
that  is,  five  or  fix  degrees  to  the  northward  of 
Capo  Blanco.    Onnhe  other  hand,  La  Pe rouse 
who,  in  1786,  got  a  difhuit  view  of  this  cape  and  ' 
of  the  parts  of  the  coafl  which  are  nearefl  to  it  to 
the  northward  and  fouthward,   faw  nothing  oi 
Aguilar's  Liler  :  but  as  he  was  then  at  a  fome- 
what  great  diflance  from  land,  and  as  he  did  not 
make  a  particular  fearch  for  this  iniet,  no  con- 
clufion  can  thence  be  drawn  againft  its  exigence, 
ît  has  not  come  to  my  knowledge  that,  more  re- 
cently, any  navigator  has  endeavoured  to  clear  up 
this  point  of  geography  :  and  it  would ,  niethinks, 
be  forming  a  halfy  opinion,  to  decide,  as  fome  of 
•the  learned  have  done,  that  no  credit  ought  to  be 
given  to  the  account  of  Torqujïmada.    Mo  ft  of 
the  geographical  and  hydrographical  charts  place 
Aguilar^s  inlet  or  river  to  the  fouthward  of  Capo 
BLANCO  ;  but  Tomas  Lopez,  in  his  general  Chart 
of  America,  publiibed  in  1772,   lays  it  down 
twenty  leagues  to  the  northward  of  that  cape,  iii 
the  latitude  of  44",  with  this  limple  indication  :  Rio 
que  colore  a  POefie  (River  that  runs  to  the  weft)  ^ 
and  he  makes  there  no  n^ntion  of  the  great  city 

of  C^JIVIRA. 

Although  the  difcovery  of  Fuca  and  that  of 
Aguilar  might  not  be  generally  admitted,  yet 
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they  were  indicated  on  every  chart.  This  is  not 
the  cafe  with  thofe  of  Admiral  de  Foente  : 
thefe  were  delineated  only  on  a  few  fyflematic 
charts  j  people  even  imagined  that  they  ought  to 
concern  themfelves  no  more  about  an  expedition 
which  they  had  not  heard  fpoken  of  till  long  after 
the  period  to  which  it  is  carried  back.  But  as  it 
is  at  this  day  demonflrated  that  it  is  not  fabulous  in 
all  points  ^  that  it  is  not  a  romance  wholly  invented 
for  the  purpofe  of  exciting  the  ardour  and  the  re- 
fearches  of  adventurers  :  that  it  is  therefore  pro- 
bable that  the  Spaniards  have  imagined  they  had 
a  great  intereft  in  burying  it  in  the  moft  profound 
oblivion,  it  is  expedient  to  prefent  it  with  fome 
detail. 

Towards  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century, 
there  was  circulated  in  Europe  the  account  of  an 
expedition  performed  in  1640,  by  one  Admiral 
Bartolomeo  de  Fuente  or  de  Fonte,  accord- 
ing as  his  origin  is  Spanifh  or  Poftùguefe,  and  de 
FoNTA,  according  to  fome  authors.  This  ac- 
count, the  fource  of  which  is  unknown,  and  which 
is  under  the  form  of  a  letter  written  by  the  Ad- 
miral himfelf,  appeared  for  the  firfi:  time,  in  Lon- 
don, in  1708,  in  a  periodical  work,  entitled  Me- 
îuoirs  for  the  Curious ^  for  the  months  of  April  and 
June»  It  long  occupied  the  Enghfh,  German, 
and  French  geographers.  About  the  middle  of 
this  century,  Joseph  Nicolas  de  Lisle  and 
Philippe  Buache  publifhed  learned  dilTertations 
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and  ingenious  fyftems  for  the  purpofe  of  recon- 
ciling the  difcoveries  ofFuENTE  on  the  north- 
west coafl:  of  America,  with  what  we  know 
befides  of  that  northern  part  of  the  New  Con- 
tinent*. Other  geographers  and  a  few  of  the 
learned  have  confidered  the  account  of  Admiral  de 
FuENTE  as  counterfeit  and  apochryphal  :  and 
among  the  latter  is  Dodor  Reinhold  Forster 
who,  with  George  Forster,  his  fon,  accom- 
panied Captain  Cook  in  his  fécond  vo^^age,  and  to 
whom  we  are  indebted  for  an  excellent  Hiftory  of 
the  Voyages  and  Difcoveries  made  in  the  Norths 
The  enumeration  of  the  reafons  on  which  the  ad- 
verfaries  fupported  on  either  fide  this  long  and 
learned  difcuflion  which  has  loft  much  of  its  inte- 
reft,  would  here  appear  to  me  fuperfluous  ;  I  fhall 
confine  myfelf  to  prefenting  an  account  of  the 
difcoveries  of  Admiral  de  Fuente,  fuch  as  they 
appear  in  the^ietter  that  is  fuppofed  to  be  writtea 
by  himfelf  ;  and  I  fball  take  the  liberty  only  of  an- 
jiexing  to  them  a  few  obfervations  f, 

*  See  Explication  de  la  Carte  des  nouvelles  Découvertes  du  NorJ 
de  la  Mer  du  Sud,  par  Jofeph  Nicoias  de  Lijle,  Parss,  1752. 
4to. — Coiifidé rations  géographiques  et  phyfiques  fur  les  nouvelles 
Découvertes  au  Nord  de  la  grande  Mer  du  Sud,  par  Philippe 
Buache,  Paris,  1753.  4to. — See  too  lèverai  Memoirs  of  the 
Bailli  d'Engel  on  the  fame  fiibjeâs. 

f  Having  met  with  a  copy  of  this  number  of  the  Memoirs 
fçr  the  Curious,  we  Ifhall,  for  the  fatisfaftion  of  our  readers, 
give  a  tranfcript  of  the  original  letter. — Tranjlalor^ 
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"  The  Viceroys  of  Nbw  Spain  and  Peru,  liav- 
ing  advice  from  the  Court  of  Spain,  that  the  feve- 
ral  attempts  of  the  Englifli,  both  in  the  reigns  of 
Queen -Elizabeth,  King  JamtS,  and  of  Capt. 
Hudson  and  Capt.  James,  in  the  2d,  3d  and  4th 
years  of  King  Chap.les,  was  in  the  I4th  year  of 
the  faid  King  Charles,  A.  D.  1639,  undertaken 
from  fome  induftrious  navigators  from  Boston 
in  New  England,  upon  which  I  Admiral  de 
Fonte  received  orders  from  Spain  and  the  Vice- 
roys to  equip  four  fhips  of  force,  and  being  ready, 
we  put  to  fea  the  3d  of  April  1640,  from  the 
Calao  of  Lima,  I  Admiral  Bartholomeo  de 
Fonte  in  the  fhip  Espiritu  Santo,  the  Vice- 
rid  mirai  Don  Diego  de  Pennelossa  in  the  fhip 
Sa  ;Ta  Lucia,  Pedro  de  Bernardo  in  the  fhip 
lL  ^^^'>3ARI0,  Fempe  de  Ronqitillo  in  the  el 
J\.  LU  The  7th  of  April  at  5  in  the  after- 
noi.  li'cL.  the  length  of  St.  Hel'ena,  two  hun* 
o.  /-  '^a:.;ues  oa  the  ?7Grtb  fide  of  the  Bay  of  Gua-^ 
J  A  ^  in  2  def?;i  ees  of  fouth  latitude,  and  an- 
ci:  red  l  he  Port  of  St.  Helena,  within  the 
cape,  where  each  ih/p's  company  took  in  a  quaa-- 
ticy  of  Bitwnen^  vulgarly  called  Tar^  of  a  darl^ 
colour  with  a  caft  of  green,  an  excellent  remedy 
againft  the  Scurvy  and  Dropfie,  and  is  ufed  as  Tar 
for  Shipping,  but  we  took  it  in  for  Medicine;  it 
boils  out  of  the  earth,  and  is  there  plenty.  The 
loui  we  paiTcd  the  equinodial  by  Cape  del  Pas- 
5AO3  the  iith  Cape  St,  Francisco,  in  one  de^ 
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gree  and  feven  minutes  of  latitude  north  from  the 
equator,  and  anchored  in  the  mouth  of  the  River 
St.  Jagg  *,  where  with  a  Sea-Net  we  catch'd 
abundance  of  good  fifh  -,  and  feveral  of  each  fhip's 
company  went  afliore,  and  killed  fome  goats  and 
fwine,  which  are  there  wild  and  in  plenty  ;  and 
others  bought  of  fome  Natives,  20  dozen  of  Tur- 
key  cocks  and  hens,  ducks,  and  much  excellent 
fruit,  at  a  village  two  Spanijh  leagues,  fix  miles 
and  a  half,  up  the  River  St.  Jago,  on  the  lar- 
board fide  or  the  left  hand.  The  river  is  navigable 
for  fmall  veffels  from  the  fea,  about  14  Spanifli 
leagues  fouth-eaft,  about  half  way  to  the  fair  city 
of  QuiTA,  in  22  minutes  of  fouth  latitude,  a  city 
that  is  very  rich.  The  i6th  of  April  we  failed 
from  the  River  St.  Jago  to  the  Port  and  Town 
Raleo,  320  leagues  W.  N.  W.  a  little  wefterly, 
in  about  11  degrees  14  minutes  of  north  latitude, 
leaving  Mount  St.  Miguel  on  the  larboard  fide, 
and  Port  Cazamina  on  the  (larboard  fide.  The 
Port  of  Ralho  is  a  fafe  Port,  is  covered  from 
the  fea  by  the  Ifiands  Ampallo  and  Mangreza 
both  well  inhabited  with  native  Indians,  and  3 
other  fmall  ifiands.  Raleo  f  is  but  4  miles  over 
land  from  the  head  of  the  lake  Nigaraque,  that 
falls  into  the  North  Sea  in  12  degrees  of  north  la- 
titude, near  the  Corn  or  Pearl  Ifiands.    Here  at 

''^  Eighty  leagues  N.  N.  W.  and  25  leagues  E.  and  by  S. 
f  The  great  (hips  that  are  built  in  New  Spain  are  built  in 
Jialeo, 
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the  Town  of  Raleo,  where  is  abundance  of  ex-f 
cellent  clofe-grained  timber,  a  reddifh  cedar,  and 
^11  materials  for  building  dipping,  we  bought  4 
long  well-fail'd  fliallops,  built  exprefsly  for  failing 
and  riding  at  anchor  and  rowing,  about  1 2  tons 
each,  of  32  foot  keel.  The  26th  we  failed  from 
Raleo  for  the  Port  of  Saragua,  or  rather  of 
Salagtja,  within  the  iflands  and  fhoals  of  Cha- 
MiLY,  and  the  port  is  often  called  by  the  Spa- 
niards after  that  Name  ;  in  17  degrees  3 1  minutes 
of  north  latitude,  480  Leagues  north  weft  and  by 
weft,  a  little  wefterly,  from  Raleo.  Froir»  the 
Town  of  Saragua,  a  little  eaft  of  Chamily 
at  Saragua,  and  from  Compostilo  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  this  port,  we  took  in  a  mafter 
and  lix  mariners  accuftomed  to  trade  with  the  na- 
tives on  the  eaft  fide  of  California  for  Pearl, 
the  Natives  catch'd  on  a  bank  in  19  degrees  of 
latitude  north  from  the  Baxos  St.  Juan,  in  24 
degrees  of  north  latitude  20  Leagues  north  north 
eaft  from  Cape  St.  Lucas,  the  fouth  eaft  point 
of  California.  The  Mafter  i\dmiral  de  Fonte 
had  hir'd,  with  his  veffel  and  mariners,  who  had 
informed  the  Admiral,  that  200  leagues  north  from 
Cape  St.  Lucas,  a  flood  from  the  north,  met 
the  fouth  floods  and  that  he  v/as  fure  it  muft  be 
an  Ifland,  and  Don  Diego  Penelqssa  (Sifter's 
Son  of  Don  Lewis  de  Haro  *)  a  young  noble- 
3fnan  of  great  knowledge  and  addrefs  in  cofmo« 


*  Pon  L^tvss  de  Haro  was  great  Minifter  of  Spain^ 
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graphy  and  navigation,  and  undertook  to  difcover 
whether  California  was  an  Ifland  or  not  ;  for 
before  it  was  not  known  whether  it  was  an  ifland  or 
a  peninfula  ;  with  his  Ihip  and  the  4  fhallops  they 
bought  at  Raleo  and  the  mafter  and  mariners 
they  hir'd  at  Salagua,  but  Admiral  de  Fonte 
with  the  other  3  fhips  failed  from  them  within  the 
iflands  Chamily  the  10th  of  May  1640,  and 
having  the  length  of  Cape  Abel,  on  the  wefl-fouth- 
weft:  fide  of  California  in  26  degrees  of  north 
latitude,  160  Leagues  north-weft:  by  weft:  from  the 
Wes  Chamily  ;  the  wind  fprung  up  at  S.  S.  E.  *  a 
fteady  Gale,  that  from  the  26th  of  May  to  the  14th 
of  Jane,  he  had  failed  to  the  River  Los  Reyes  in 
53  degrees  of  north  latitude,  not  having  occafion 
to  lower  a  topfail,  in  failing  866  Leagues  N.  N.  W, 
410  leagues  from  Port  Abel  to  Cape  Blanco, 
456  leagues  to  Rio  los  Reyes,  all  the  time  the 
moft:  pleafant  weather,  and  failed  about  260  leagues 
in  crooked  channels,  amongft:  ifiands  named  the 
Archipelago  de  St.  Lazarus  t  where  his  {hips' 

•  According  to  the  narrative,  Fuenfe,  from  the  latitude  of  20 
degrees,  which  is  to  the  fouthward  of  the  mod  fouthcrn  point 
of  California  f  Vf  eut  as  far  as  53  degrees,  with  a  JovAh-fouth-eaJh. 
wind  which  blew  a  ftendy  gale  for  a  month.  Nothing  is  more 
extraordinary  than  this  Jleady  gaje  at  fouth-fputh- eafl;  ;  for  it 
is  well  known  that  fhips  which  want  to  get  to  the  northward  of 
California,  meet  with  the  greateft  difficulties  and  the  longeft 
delays  in  their  route,  becaufe  the  winds,  on  all  this  coaft, 
tlow  almoft  conftantly  from  the  north  or  north-weft. 

f  So  named  by  FonU^  he  bein|f  the  firft  that  made  the 
difcovery. 

t^oats 
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boats  always  failed  a  mile  ahead,  founding  to  fee 
what  water,  rocks,  and  fane] s  there  was.  The 
22nd  of  June,  Admiral  de  P'onte  difpatch'd  one 
of  his  Captams  to  Pedro  de  Bernardo  to  fail  up 
a  fair  river,  a  gentle  ftream  and  deep  water,  went 
firft  N.  and  N.  E.  ^  then  N.  and  N.  W.  into  a 
large  lake  full  of  I  Hands,  and  one  very  large  Penin- 
fula  full  of  inhabitants,  a  friendly,  honed  people  in 
this  lake  ;  he  named  lake  Valasco  where  Captain 
Bernardo  left  his  fnip  ;  nor  all  up  the  river 
was  lefs  than  4,  cr,  6,  7,  and  8  fathom  water,  both 
the  rivers  and  lakes  abounding  with  falmon-trouts, 
and  very  large  white  perch,  fome  of  two  foot 
long  ;  and  with  3  large  Indian  boats,  by  them 
called  Periagos,  made  of  two  large  trees  50  or  60 
foot  long.  Captain  Bernardo  firft  failed  from 
his  fhips  in  the  Lake  Valasco,  one  hundred  and 
forty  Leagues  weft,  and  then  436  E.N.  E.  to  77 
degrees  of  latitude.  Admiral  de  Fonte,  after  he 
had  difpatch'd  Captain  Bernardo  on  the  Difco. 
very  of  the  north  and  eaft  part  of  the  Tartarian 
Sea,  the  Admiral  faiPd  up  a  very  navigable  river, 
which  he  named  Rio  los  Reyes,  that  run  neareft 
north-eaft,  but  on  feveral  points  of  the  compafs  60 
leagues  at  low  water,  in  a  fair  navigable  channel, 
not  lefs  than  4  or  5  fathom  water.  It  flowed  in 
both  rivers  near  the  fame  water,  in  the  River  Los 
Reyes,  24  foot  full  and  change  of  the  moon  ;  a 
S.  S.  E.  moon  made  high  water.  It  flowed  in  the 
River  de  Haro  22  foot  and  a  half  full  and  change» 

They 
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They  had  two  Jefuits  *  with  them  that  had  been 
on  their  miffion  to  the  66th  degree  of  north  laii. 
tude,  and  had  made  curious  obfervations.  The 
Admiral  de  Fonte  received  a  letter  from  Cap. 
tain  Bernardo,  dated  the  ayth  of  June  1640, 
that  he  had  left  his  ihip  in  the  lake  Valasco,  be- 
twixt the  Ifland  Bernardo  and  the  Peninfula 
C0NIHASSET5  a  very  fafe  port  ;  it  went  down  a 
river  from  the  lake,  3  falls,  80  leagues,  and  fell 
into  the  Tartarian  Sea  in  61  degrees,  with  the  Pater 
Jefuits  and  36  natives  in  3  of  their  boats  and  2q 
of  his  Spanifh  feamen  ;  that  the  land  trended 
away  north  eaft  ;  that  they  fhould  want  no  pro- 
vifions,  the  country  abounding  with  venifon  of  3 
forts,  and  the  fea  and  rivers  with  excellent  filh 
(bread,  fait,  oyl,  and  brandy  they  carry'd  with 
them)  that  he  Oiould  do  what  was  poffible.  The 
Admiral,  when  he  received  the  letter  from  Cap- 
tain Bernardo,  was  arrived  at  an  Indian  town 
called  Conosset,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Lake 
Belle,  where  the  two  Pater  Jefuits  on  their 
miffion  had  been  two  years  ;  a  pleafant  place. 
The  Admiral  with  his  two  (liips,  entered  the  lake 
the  22nd  of  June,  an  hour  before  high  water,  and 
there  was  no  fall  or  cataraft,  and  4  or  5  fathom 
water,  and  6  or  7  fathom  generally  in  the  Lake 
Belle,  there  is  a  little  fall  of  water  till  half  flood, 
and  an  hour  and  a  quarter  before  high  water  the 

*  One  of  thofe  that  v/ent  with  Captain  B^ndrdo  on  the  dif. 
Çovery. 
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flood  begins  to'fet  gently  into  the  Lake  Belle  ; 
the  River  is  frefh  at  20  Leagues'  diflance  from  the 
mouth  or  entrance  of  the  River  los  Reyes,  The 
River  and  Lake  abound  with  falmon,  falmon- 
trouts,  pikes,  perch,  and  mullets,  and  tvi^o  other 
forts  of  fi(h  peculiar  to  that  River,  admirable 
good  ;  and  Lake  Belle  alfo  abounds  with  all 
thofe  forts  of  fifh  large  and  delicate  ;  And  Ad- 
miral Dû  Fonte  fays,  the  mullets  cacch'd  in  Rio 
los  Reyes  and  Lake  Belle  are  much  delicater 
than  are  to  be  found,  he  believes,  in  any  part  of 
the  world. 

The  firft  of  July,  1640,  Admiral  de  Fonte 
failed  from  the  reft  of  his  fliips  in  Lake  Belle  in  a 
good  port  cover'd  by  a  fine  ifland,  before  the 
town  CoNossET  from  thence  to  a  River  I  named 
ParmentiePvS,  in  honour  of  my  Induftrious  Ju- 
dicious Comrade  Mr.  Parmentiers,  who  had 
moft  exaclly  mark'd  every  thing  in  and  about  the 
River;  we  pafs'd  8  falls,  in  all  33  foot,  perpendi- 
cular from  its  fource  out  of  Belle  ;  it  falls  into 
the  large  Lake  1  named  Lake  de  Fonte,  at  which 
place  we  arrived  the  6th  of  July.  This  Lake 
is  160  Leagues  long  and  60  broad  ;  the  length  is 
E.  N.  E.  and  W.  S.  W.  to  20  or  30,  in  fome  places 
60  fathom  deep  ;  the  Lake  abounds  with  excellent 
cod  and  ling,  very  large  and  well  fed,  there  are  fe** 
veral  very  large  Iflands  and  i  o  fmall  ones  ;  they 
are  covered  with  fhrubby  Woods,  the  Mofs  grows 
6  or  7  foot  long,  with  u'hich  the  Moofe,  a  very 
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large  fort  of  Deer,  are  fat  with  in  the  winter^, 
and  other  leffer  Deer,  as  Fallow,  &c.  There  are 
abundance  of  Wild  Cherries,  Strawberries,  Hurtle- 
berries,  and  wild  currants,  and  alfo  of  wild  Fowl, 
Heath  Cocks  and  Hens,  likewife  Partridges  and 
Turkeys,  and  fea-Fowl  in  great  plenty  :  on  the 
South  fide  of  the  Lake  is  a  very  large  fruitful 
Ifland,  had  a  great  many  Inhabitants,  and  very- 
excellent  Timber,  as  Oaks,  Aflies,  Elm  and^  Fir- 
trees,  very  large  and  tall. 

"  The  14th  of  July  vv^e  failed  out  of  the  E.  N.  E. 
end  of  the  Lake  de  Fonte,  and  pafs'd  a  Lake  I 
named  Estricfio  de  Ronquili.o,  34  Leagues 
long,  2  or  3  Leagues  broad,  20,  26,  and  28  Fa- 
thom of  water  ;  we  pafs'd  this  Strait  in  10  hours, 
having  a  flout  gale  of  "Wind  and  whole  Ebb. 
As  we  failed  more  eaflerly,  the  Country  grew  very 
fenfibly  worfe,  as  it  is  in  the  North  and  South 
parts  of  America,  from  36  to  the  extreme  Parts 
North  and  South,  the  Weft  diifers  not  only  in 
Fertility,  but  in  Temperature  of  Air,  at  leaft  10 
Degrees,  and  it  is  warmer  on  the  Weft  fide  than 
on  the  Eaft,  as  the  beft  Spaniiii  Difcoverers  found 
it,  whole  bufinefs  it  was  in  the  time  of  the  Empe- 
ror Charles  V.  to  Philip  IIL  as  is  noted  by 
Aloareg  and  a  Costa  and  Mariane  Sec. 

"The  17th  we  came  to  an  Indian  Towiv,  and 
the  Indians  told  our  Interpreter  Mr.  Parmen- 
TiERS,  that  a  little  way  from  us  lay  a  great  Mp 
where  there  had  never  been  one  before  5  wç  failed 

to 


Xxx 


INTRODUCTION?. 


to  them,  and  found  only  one  man  advanced  in 
years,  and  a  youth  ;  the  man  was  the  greateft  Man 
in  the  Mechanical  Parts  of  the  Mathematics  I  ever 
met  with  ;  my  fécond  Mate  was  an  EngUfh  Man, 
an  excellent  Seaman,  as  was  my  gunner,  who 
had  been  taken  Prifoners  at  Campechy,  as  well 
as  the  Mailer's  Son  ;  they  told  me  the  Ship  was 
of  New  England,  from  a  Town  called  Boston  *. 
The  Owner  and  the  whole  Ship's  Company  came 
on  board  the  30th,  and  the  Navigator  of  the 
Ship,  Capt.  Skapley,  told  me,  his  Owner  was 
a  fine  Gentleman,  and  Major  General  of  the  largeft 
Colony  in  New  England,  called  the  Malteghu- 
SET3  ;  fo  I  received  him  lil^e  a  Gentleman,  and 
told  him,  my  Commiffion  was  to  make  Prize  of  any 
People  feeking  a  North-well  or  Weft  PalTage  into 
the  South  Sea;  but  I  would  look  upon  them  as 
Merchants  trading  with  the  Natives  for  Beavers, 
Otters,  and  other  Furs  and  Skins,  and  fo  for  a 
Xmall  Prefent  of  Provifions  I  had  no  need  on,  I 
gave  him  my  Diamond  Ring,  Vv/hich  coft  me  x2co 
Pieces  of  Eight  (which  the  modeft  Gentleman  re- 
ceived with  difficulty),  and  having  given  the  brave 

*  We  are  aftonifhed  that  the  Englifh  editor  of  Admiral  de 
Fuente's  letter,  to  whom  it  is  probable  that  we  are  indebted 
for  the  romantic  part,  with  which,  no  doubt  from  a  laudable 
motive,  he  has  thought  proper  to  embelliih  his  narrative,  (hould 
have  fo  fteril  an  imagination  :  moit  afiuredly,  he  is  not  fertile 
in  refources  ;  and  it  is  evident  that  his  voyage  of  Fuente,  and 
his  voyage  of  Bernardo^  into  the  interior  of  America,  are  Iketch- 
ed  on  the  fame  plan,  and  both  prefent  only  the  fame  incidents 
and  the  fame  particularities. 

Navigator, 
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Navigator,  Capt.  Shapley,  for  his  fine  Charts 
and  Journals,  looo  Pieces  of  Eight,  and  the 
Owner  of  the  Ship,  Seimor  Gibbons,  a  quarter 
Cafk  of  good  Peruan  Wine,  and  the  lo  Seamen 
each  20  Pieces  of  Eight,  the  6th  of  Auguft,  with  as 
much  Wind  as  we  could  By  before,  and  a  Current, 
we  arrived  at  the  firft  Fall  of  the  River  Parmen- 
TiERS,  the  I  ith  of  Augud,  86  Leagues,  and  was 
on  the  South  Side  of  the  Lake  Belle  on  board 
our  Ships  the  i6th  of  Auguft,  before  the  fine 
Town  of  CoNossET,  where  we  found  all  things 
well,  and  the  honeft  Natives  of  Conosset  had 
in  our  abfence  treated  our  People  with  great  hu- 
manity, and  Captain  be  Ronc^illo  anfwered 
their  civility  and  juftice. 

"  The  20th  of  Auguft  an  Indian  brought  me  a 
Letter  to  Conosset  on  the  Lake  Belle,  from 
Captain  Bernardo,  dated  the  nth  of  Auguft, 
where  he  fent  me  word  he  was  returned  from  liis 
Cold  Expedition,  and  did  alTure  me  there  was  no 
Communication  out  of  the  Spanifh  or  Atlantic 
Sea,  by  Davis's  Sirait  ;  for  the  Natives  had  con- 
ducled  one  of  his  Seamen  to  the  head  of  Davis's 
Strait,  which  terminated  in  a  frefii  Lake  of  about  30 
Miles  in  circumference,  in  the  80th  Degree  of  north 
latitude  ;  and  that  there  was  prodigious  Mountains 
North  of  it,  befides  to  the  North-Weft  from  that 
Lake,  the  Ice  was  fo  fixed,  that  from  the  Shore  to 
100  Fathom  Water,  for  ought  he  knew  from  the 
Creation  j  for  Mankind  knew  little  of  the  wonder- 
ful 
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fui  Works  of  God,  efpecially  near  the  North  and 
South  Poles;  he  writ  further,  that  he  had  failed 
from  Basset  Ifland  North-Eafl:  and  Eafl:  North- 
Eaft,  and  North-Eafl  and  by  Eaft,  to  the  79th 
Degree  of  Latitude,  and  then  the  Land  trended 
North,  and  the  Ice  refted  on  the  Land.  I  re- 
ceived afterwards  a  fécond  Letter  from  Captain 
Bernardo,  dated  from  Minhanset,  informing 
me,  that  he  made  the  Port  of  Arena,  20  Leagues 
up  the  River  los  Reyes  the  29th  of  Auguft, 
where  he  vi^aited  my  Commands.  1  having  flore 
of  good  Salt  Provifions,  of  Venifon  and  Fifh,  that 
Captain  de  Ronquillo  had  falted  (by  my  order) 
in  my  abfence,  and  100  Hogflieads  of  Indian 
Wheat  or  Mais,  failed  the  2d  of  September  1640^ 
accompanied  with  many  of  the  honefl  Natives  of 
CoNOSSET,  and  the  5th  of  September  in  the 
Morning  about  Eight,  was  at  an  Anchor  betwixt 
Arena  and  Minhanset,  in  the  River  los  Reyes^ 
failing  down  that  River  to  the  North-eafl  part  of 
the  South  Sea;  after  that  returned  home,  having 
found  that  there  was  no  pajfage  into  the  South  Sea 
by  %vhat  they  call  the  North  Weft  PaffageJ' 

This  conclufion  of  the  Admiral's  letter  feems  to 
deflroy  every  thing  that  is  there  mentioned  of  his 
interior  navigation  ;  for  if,  in  faél,  after  having 
entered  a  river  fituated  in  the  latitude  of  5  3°,  and 
holding  conflantly  a  route  which  carried  him  to- 
wards the  eafl,  he  proceeded,  by  other  rivers  and 
lakes  till  he  met  with  Captain  Shapely's  veffel 

which 
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which  canle  from  Boston,  and  confequently  from 
the  eaO;  ward,  it  is  cd*tain  that  there  would  bean 
open  communication   between  the   two  oceans 
through  the  north  part  of  America.    It  might 
be  imagined,  if  all  the  details  of  this  interior  na- 
vigation are  really  contained  in  the  original  letter, 
that,  in  faying  that  the  paffage  fought  does  not 
exift,  the  Admiral  meant  that  the  northern  part 
of  the  American  continent  is  not  divided  by  a 
continued  Strait  or  Channel,  navigable  for  (hips 
throughout  its  whole  length,  as  the  fouth  part  is 
divided  by  the  Strait  of  Magellan  ;  and  that 
the  communication  of  the  feas  to  the  northward  is 
interrupted  by  the  catarads  of  the  River  Parmen- 
TIERS,  which  either  require  a  carrying-  place,  or  a 
removal  into  craft  that  can  clear  the  catarads* 
But  if,  as  feveral  motives  incline  us  to  fuppofe, 
fome  zealous  promoter  of  the  fearch  after  the  paf- 
fage,  informed  that  in  1640,  a  Spanifh  Admiral 
had  difcovered,  in  the  latitude  of  53°,  a  great 
archipelago,  and  a  large  navigable  river  whofe  bed 
extends  in  a  north-eaft  diredion,  has  raifed  on  this 
foundation  a  chimerical  fuperftrudure,  deline" 
ated  on  paper  imaginary  rivers  and  lakes,  which 
eftablifii  a  fhort  and  eafy  communication  between 
the  two  feas,  it  is  not  poffible  that  this  Editor  of 
a  pretended  letter  of  Fuente,  after  having  inter- 
woven in  a  true  narrative  every  thing  that  might 
make  his  readers  believe  in  the  exiflence  of  a 
pafTage,  every  thing  that  was  likely  to  excite  the 
VOL.  I.  c  zeal 
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zeal  and  efForts  of  his  countrymen  to  rival  a  fup- 
pofed  difcovery  of  the  Spaniards,  had  forgot  him.- 
felf,  and  was  not  aware  that  the  laft  words  which 
he  makes  the  Admiral  write,  and  which  it  is  proba- 
ble  that  he  did  write,  namely,  that  there  was  no 
paffage,  are  fufficient  to  occafion  the  reality  of 
the  account  to  be  fufpeded,  and  for  involving  in 
one  common  profcription  fidion  and  truth. 

Dodor  Reinhold  Forster  infifts   that  the 
account  of  Admiral  FuenTe  fhould   be  clafled 
among  Imaginary  Voyages  :  he  even  does  not  hefi- 
tate  to  compare  it  to  an  Englifh  work,  known  by 
the  title  of  Daniel  de  Foe^s  New  Voyage  round  the 
Vi^orldy  by  a  courfe  never  failed  before  *.     I  own, 
however,  that,  if  the  reafons  by  which  this  natu- 
ralifl:  endeavours  to  flrengthen  himfelf  in  his  in« 
credulity,  were  the  only  ones  that  could  be  oppofed 
to  the  letter  publifhed  under  the  name  of  Fuente, 
I  fhould  not  think  that  we  are  j  unified  in  con- 
cluding that  the  letter  is  apochryphal.    "  We  fhall 
"  not,"  fays  Mr.  Forster,  "  refer  to  any  of  his 
"  opponents,  but  only  obferve,  that  it  is  difficult 
to  conceive,  fmce  the  Spaniards  have  fo  care- 
fully  explored  the  coaft  of  North  America  in 
"  1775  ;  ^1^^^      immortal  Cook  has  navigated 
this  fame  coaft  ;  fmce  the  Ruffian  adventurers 
have  begun,  more  than  ever  to  frequent  and  ac- 
<^  curately  examine  this  coafl:  ;   fmce  the  Hud- 

*  Forjler's  Northern  Voyages  and  Difcoveries,  page  454. 
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soN*s  Bay  Company  has,  very  lately  only,  caufed 
"  a  journey  to  be  made  by  land  to  the  Frozen 
"Sea  ;  it  is  difficult,  I  fay,  after  all  this,  to  con- 
ceive  where  we  are  to  infert  the  Archipelago  of 
San  Lazaro,  the  Rio  de  los  Reyes,  the 
"  Lago  Bello,  the  river  Parmentihe,  the  Lago 
deFuente,  the  Estrecho  de  Rongueillo, 
the  river  Haro,  the  river  Bernardo,  the  Lago 
Velasco,  and  the  peninfula  of  Conibasset  ; 
"  all  which  are  found  in  the  narrative  or  rathet 
"  the  reveries  of  DeFunte 

In  whatever  efleem  I  may  hold  the  extenfive  eru- 
dition and  difcriminating  genius  of  Mr.  Forster, 
I  cannot  diflemble  the  w^eaknefs  of  thofe  objections  : 
they  vanilh  if  they  are  compared  with  faCls. 

It  will  be  feen  farther  on,  in  the  voyages  of 
the  Spaniards,  of  Captain  Cook,  and  of  the 
Russians,  on  which  Mr.  Forster  refts  :  i.  That 
the  Spaniards,  in  their  voyage  of  1775,  in  af- 
cending  from  47°  40'  to  the  latitude  of  57°  north, 
failed  at  too  great  a  diftance  from  the  land  ever  to 
have  fight  of  it  j  and  that,  in  ftandihg  back  to  the 
fouthward,  it  was  only  in  47°  that  they  began 
to  diftinguifh  and  examine  the  coves,  the  capes, 
&c.  2.  That  Captain  Cook  had  been  deprived 
of  the  fight  of  the  land  from  the  50th  to  the  56th 
parallel.  3.  That  the  Russians,  in  thofe  of 
their  voyages  with  which  we   are  acquainted. 


For/^er^s  Northern  Voyages  and  Dlfco'vsrkSf  page  454, 
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have  never  coiriC  farther  fouth  than  the  latitude 
of  56°  *'  :  thus,  neither  have  the  Russians,  Cook, 
nor  the  Spaniards,  ever  had  an  opportunity, 
of  verifying  a  difcovery  which  Fuente's  narra- 
tive places  in  the  latitude  of  53°. 

As  for  the  objedion  which  the  journey  by  land 
from  Hudson's  Bay  to  the  Frozen  Sea  furnifhes 
to  Mr.  FoRSTER,  it  does  not  appear  to  me  more 
valid.  The  Travels  of  Mr.  Hearne  and  others, 
who  all  fet  off  from  the  parallels  of  59  or  60% 
and  went  as  fat  to  the  northward  as  the  land 
could  carry  them,  prove  nothing  againfl  the  reality 
of  a  difcovery  which  is  to  be  placed  in  the  53d 
parallel.  Arguments  might  much  rather  be  found 
from  the  refearches  that  have  been  made  in  the 
country  fituated  to  the  weftward  of  the  fouth  part 
of  Hudson's  Bay  towards  the  parallel  of  53%  but 
this  furvey  which,  hitherto,  appears  not  to  have 
been  carried  beyond  300  or  350  leagues  to  the 
weftward,  might  only  prove  that  there  does  not 
exift  in  that  quarter  a  communication  between  the 
two  Teas  j  but  not  that  200  or  300  leagues  to  the 
weftward  of  the  limit  of  this  furvey,  Admiral  r>E 
Fuente  did  not  difcover  on  the  weft  coaft  of 

*  Wlien  I  fay  that  the  Ruffians  camé  no  lower  than  the 
iatitude  of  56°,  I  do  not  mean  to  fpeak  of  the  Aleutian  Iflands 
which  arc  a  dependency  of  America^  and  the  moil  fouthern  of 
which  extend  under  the  5111  parallel:  the  queftion  here  only 
regards  the  great  Weft  Coaft  of  the  Continent,  diftant  about 
three  hundred  leagues  to  the  eaftward  of  the  moft  eaftern  of 
the  Aleutian  Iflands. 

America, 
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America,  a  great  archipelago,  a  large  navigable 
river  and  lakes  where  boats  might  enter. 

It  feems  to  me  that,  from  the  information  which 
has  been  procured  us  refpeding  this  quarter  by 
the  navigators  who  vifited  it  in  1786— 87— 88 
and  89,  it  is  poffible  to  diflinguifli  in  the  letter  of 
Admiral  de  Fuente,  what  is  truth  from  what  be- 
longs to  fidion  ;  and  nothing  is  niore  corpmon 
than  fidions  in  the  old  narratives  of  the  Spa- 
niards. Certainly,  I  fhall  not  believe  that  the  Ad? 
mirai,  with  the  fole  help  of  the  flood-tide,  cleared, 
in  his  fhallop,  cataracls  of  32  feet  in  perpendi- 
cular height  ;  I  fhall  not  believe  the  exigence  of 
that  great  Lago  de  Fuente,  full  of  large  inha= 
bited  iflands  ;  I  fliaîl  not  believe  the  exigence  of 
thofe  great  cities  in  a  country  where  none  werç 
ever  feen  ;  nor  of  thofe  natives  fo  humane,  fo 
hofpitable,  who  abundantly  viflualled  the  fqua- 
dron,  and  provided  for  ail  its  wants,  and  who, 
though  Hkely  to  fpeak  different  languages,  are  all 
equally  well  underflood  by  the  Spaniards  :  neither 
fliall  I  believe  the  exiftence  of  that  great  lake  Ve- 
LASco,  in  which  Captain  Bernardo,  2/ter  hav- 
ing failed  140  leagues  weft,  then  runs  436  eaft- 
noîth-eaft,  a  diredion  which,  from  the  point 
whence  he  fails,  ought  to  have  carried  Lim  to. 
the  latitude  of  60  degrees,  and  which  conveys 
him,  as  by  enchantment,  to  77  and  even  to  79  de^ 
grees  :  I  fliall  not  believe  the  meeting  with  the 
Boston  fliip  of  Captain  Shapley,  whom  the 
Ç  3  Admiral; 


:nxxvin 


INTRODUCTION. 


Admirai  goes  to  vlfit  with  his  fhallop,  no  doubt 
on  the  weft  fide  of  Hudson's  Bay  :  laftly,  I  (hall 
not  believe  that,  in  an  unknown  country,  acrofs 
J^kes,  (traits,  rivers,  and  catara^ls,  it  is  poflible  to. 
terminate,  in  the  fpace  of  two  months,  a  voyage 
of  fix  hundred  leagues  to  go,  and  fix  hundred  leagues 
to  return.  All  this  heap  of  wonders  and  abfurd- 
ities  is,  if  I  may  ufe  the  exprefTion,  the  fable  of  a 
poern  \  it  is,  if  the  reader  pleafe,  the  bait  which  the 
Englifh  editor  of  Fuente's  letter  has  prefented 
to  the  avidity  of  adventurers  whom  he  wifhes  to 
induce  to  purfue  the  fearch  of  a  north-west 
PalTage  ;  but  let  us  fee  whether,  in  the  mid  ft  of 
all  thefe  exaggerations,  in  the  midft  of  all  thefe 
falfehoods,  we  fiiall  not  diftinguifh  one  ftngle  fa^l, 
one  fingle  truth. 

The  Spanifti  hiftorians  have  made  no  mention  of 
Fuente's  voyage,  I  kiiow  not  even  ^'hether  this 
Admiral  is  fo  much  as  narned  in  the  hiftories  of 
America  ;  but  their  filence  refpefting  that  event 
would  be  no  proof  that  the  voyage  was  not  per- 
formed. The  difcoveries  of  the  modern  voyagers 
of  other  nations,  lefs  referved  than  in  pafted 
times,  were  thofe  of  Spanifli  America  to  whom 
fecrecy  was  enjoined,  and  who,  in  general,  have 
obferved  it  too  well,  may  throw  a  great  light  on 
the  difcoveries  of  the  ancient  navigators.  We  are 
certain  that,  in  the  interval  from  1786  to  1789, 
La  Pérou  se,  and  after  him,  the  Englifh  navi- 
gators and  the  Americans  of  the  United  States^ 
^  whom 
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whom  the  fur- trade  has  brought  in  crowds  to  the 
NORTH-WLST  coaft  of  AMERICA,  havc  difcovcred 
and  vifited,  between  the  47th  and  the  56th  paral- 
lels, near  200  leagues  of  coafl,  where  Captain 
Cook,  before  thefe  periods,  had  already  difcover- 
ed,  in  the  fouth  part,  the  Port  called  Nootka 
Sound.  All  this  fpace,  which  comprifes  to  the 
fouth,  the  Inlet  or  Strait  of  Fuca,  and  to  the 
north,  other  Inlets,  feveral  of  which  have  been 
examined  and  in  which  fhips  have  anchored,  pre- 
fents,  throughout  its  whole  length,  only  a  firing 
of  grouped  iflands,  forming  between  them  innu- 
merable  channels  ;  and  feveral  of  thefe  are  feeu- 
in  the  latitude  of  53°,  in  which  Fuente  places 
his  Archipelago  of  San  Lazaro  and  his  Rio 
PE  LOS  Reyes,  If  we  admit  that  this  Admiral 
after  having  crolTed  the  Archipelago,  arrived  in 
that  great  fea  where  Captain  Me  arts  affirms  thatj 
in  1789,  the  American  floop  the  Washington, 
failed,  leaving  the  archipelago  to  the  weft,  and 
feeing  the  lands  of  the  continent  to  the  eaft,  we 
may  believe  that  Fuente,  perceiving  ahead  of 
him  the  main  land,  direded  his  courfe  towards  it  ; 
that,  having  reached  the  coaft,  he  there  difcovered, 
in  the  latitude  of  53%  a  large  river,  into  which  he 
çarried  his  fhips  ;  and  that  his  boats,  in  afcending 
it,  may  have  proceeded  as  far  as  the  lake  where 
the  fource  of  the  river  is  fituated  *•  We  con- 
ceive 


*  I  fhall  here  fay,  anticipating  in  point  of  chte,  that  in 
1786,   La  Peroufe  difcovered,  at   a  fomewhat  con^fiderable 
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ceîve  afterwards  that  the  Admiral,  or  the  Editor 
of  his  Letter,  may  have  accompanied  thefe  fads 

which 


diftance  to  the  weft  of  the  continent,  a  ftring  of  lands,  or 
iiland'',  the  middle  of  which  is  fituated  towards  the  latitude  of 
53^,  he  afcertained  that  they  are  feparated  from  the  main  land 
by  a  channel,  or  a  long  gulf  about  20  leagues  in  width  ;  and 
after  having  crofTed  this  channel  from  weft  to  eaft,  he  difco- 
vered  to  the  eaftward  of  the  former  lands,  towards  52^  30',  a 
large  archipelago  which  is  not,  hovvever,  the  continent,  but 
beyond  which  he  diftinguifhed  the  high  lands  which  belong 
to  it.  In  1788,  Captain  Duncan  vifited  the  eaft  coaft  of  the 
firft-mentioned  lands  which  had  been  dîfcovered  by  La  Pe- 
roufe,  and  the  weft  coaft  of  the  archipelago  fituaced  to  the 
eaftward  of  thofe  lands;  he  found  that  this  archipelago  pre- 
fented  a  confiderabic  number  of  openings,  inlets,  palTages,  &c. 
Laftly,  in  1789,  Captain  Grey^  of  the  floop  WqfJnngton,  be- 
longing to  the  United  States^  after  having  crofted  Fuca'-i  Strait 
which  terminates  to  the  fouth  the  great  archipelago,  entered, 
it  is  faid,  into  an  open  fea,  coafted  the  eaft  fliore  of  this 
archipelago,  and  had  conftantly,  to  the  eaftward,  and  at  a 
great  diftance,  a  view  of  the  high  lands  of  the  continent. 

On  comparing  with  thefe  difcoveries  of  our  time  [the  aC' 
counts  of  ivhich  I  fuppofe  to  he  exa8)  what  we  read  in  FueNte'5 
narrative,  we  might  perhaps  fuppofe  that  the  Admiral,  driven 
into  the  offing  by  contrary  winds,  had  at  firft  examined  the 
weft  coaft  of  the  firft-mentioned  iflands,  the  moft  diftant  from 
the  continent,  and  the  middle  of  which  is  fituated  towards  the 
latitude  of  53"  ;  that  having  crofted  thefe  lands  which  prefent 
feveral  channels,  in  which  an  eftabhflied  current  may  give  to  a, 
long  ftrait  the  appearance  of  a  river,  he  found  himfelf  in  the 
gulf  which  feparates  thefe  firft  lands  or  iflands  from  the  great; 
eaft  archipelago  ;  that,  having,  in  ftanding  to  the  eaftward, 
reached  this  fécond  archipelago,  which  he  took  for  the  conti- 
nent, he  put  in  there,  towards  the  latitude  of  53°,  into 
fome  one  of  thofe  numerous  openings  difcovered  by  Captain 
Duncan  ;  that,  having  entered  this  opening  which  he  has 

taken 


INTRODUCTION. 


xli 


which  ate  probable,  and  perhaps  true,  with  all 
the  romantic  embellifhments  that  have  determined 
feme  learned  men  to  clafs  this  account  among 
imaginary  voyages  :  but  it  may  be  no  lefs  true  that, 
in  the  latitude  of  53°,  the  Admiral  failed  acrofs  an 
archipelago,  that  beyond  it,  he  found  an  open  fea^ 
an  inhabited  coaft,  a  great  river,  and  fome  lakes  ; 
and  that  while  he,  on  coming  out  of  the  archi- 


taken  for  the  mouth  of  a  river,  he  afcended  it  towards  the 
iiorth-eaft  ;  that  this  route  brought  him  to  that  interior  fta 
which  the  Wajh'ington  had  difcovered,  and  that,  taking  it  for 
a  great  lake,  and  having  crolTed  it  from  ead  to  weft,  he  ar- 
rived at  the  coaft  of  the  continent,  where  he  found  the  month 
of  a  river,  by  which  he  may  have  been  able  to  penetrate,  to 
a  certain  diflançe,  into  the  interior  of  the  country. 

Thefe  fuppofitions,  no  doubt,  offer  nothing  improbable  ;  but 
no  method  prefents  itfelf  for  verifying  the  faéts.  However^  I 
aiti  rather  incHned  to  beheve  that  the  archipelago  on  which 
Fuente  impofed  the  name  of  the  Archipelago  oF  San  Lazaroy 
IS  that  which  is  the  neareft  to  the  continent,  that  which  joins 
to  It  again  by  its  north  and  fouth  extremities,  and  to  the  eaft- 
ward  of  which  is  fituated  that  large  open  fca  which  feparates 
it  from  the  continent.  What  leads  me  to  think  fo,  is  th::t, 
according  to  the  account,  Fwi?;2/<?  proceeded  260  Spanifh  leagues, 
or  near  300  marine  leagues,  in  the  winding  channels  or  his 
Archipelago  of  San  Lazaro',  and  that  we  know  that  the  archi- 
pebgo  which  La  Péroiife  difcovered  twenty  leagues  from  the 
continent,  is  not  more  than  twenty  marine  leagues  in  its  greatefi: 
length. 

I  requeft  the  Reader  to  caft  his  eye  on  the  chart  prefixed  to 
Mcares's  voyages,  and  to  read  this  note  again  when  he  has 
obtained  a  knowledge  of  the  voyages  of  La  Pcroufcj  Duncan^ 
Grey  y  and  others,  which  are  here  to  be  found  after  the  Hiitory 
f  the  Voyages  of  the  Spaniards. 
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pelago  fleered  towards  the  cad,  his  Captain  Ber- 
nardo proceeded  to  the  northward  in  this  fame 
bafm,  where  he  may  have  found  fome  river,  fome 
inlet,  fome  lake,  which  may  have  permitted  him 
to  pufh  his  courfe  towards  the  north,  to  a  rather 
confiderable  didance  inland.  All  that,  in  thefe 
latter  times,  we  have  found  again  of  the  ancient 
difcoveries  the  reality  of  which  was  denied,  hç- 
caufe,  in  denying  them,  people  were  exempred 
from  feeking  them,  the  Solomon  Iflands  of  Men- 
i>ANA,  the  Sagittaria  and  other  iflands  of 
QuiRO»,  his  TiERRA  Austral  del  Espiritu 
Santo,  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  &c.  impofe  on  us 
the  obligation  of  being  very  referved  in  pro- 
nouncing that  what  we  have  not  yet  found  again 
does  not  exifl.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the 
Spanilli  Government  know  a  great  deal  more  re- 
fpedling  the  north-west  coaft  of  America^ 
than  we  can  divine  ;  but  it  is  no  lefs  certain  that 
they  are  little  difpofed  to  permit  that  w^hat  they 
know  of  it  (hould  be  known  to  other  nations  *. 

The 

*  Spain  lias  hitherto  feemed  to  affed  to  corifider  Fuente^s 
narrative  as  apocryphal,  and  to  confirm  the  opinion  that  had, 
prevailed,  that  his  difcovery  v/as  a  fable.  We  read  in  a  Spa. 
nifh  work,  entitled  Noîicia  de  California^'''  dedicated  to  his 
Catholic  Majeily,  publiflied  under  the  approbation  of  the 
Council  of  las  Indias,  and  with  all  the  requifite  Pernailhons  and 
Examinations  [Madrid,  1757,  4"  p.  436)  :     That  with  re-, 

fpe£l  to  1  he  difcoveries  of  dc  Fuca  and  de  Fontee  (or  Fuente) 
*<  every  motive  of  honour  and  good  faith  makes  it  neceifary, 
"  to  declare  that  no  reliance  ought  to  be  placed  on  the  nar- 
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The  examination  into  which  I  have  entered, 
of  the  voyage  of  Admiral  Fuente,  has  laid  me 
under  the  neceffity  of  indicating  by  anticipation, 
difcoveries  which  belong  to  very  recent  periods  ; 
but  I  refume  the  chronological  order  of  the 
voyages. 

The  kft  expedition  of  which  hiftory  has  hande4 
down  to  us  the  authentic  details  was,  as  has  been 
feen,  that  of  Viscaino  in  1602;  and  I  have  fet 
forth  what  might  be  prefumed  from  that  of  Fu* 
ENTE,  in  1640.  To  reckon  from  the  latter,  a 
whole  century  elapfed  without  any  nation  having 
appeared  to  concern  irfelf  about  the  wed  coaft  of 
North  America.  We  muft  neverthelefs  con- 
clude that,  if  Spain  made  no  maritime  expedition, 
file  neglefted  not  to  pufh  by  land  her  difcoveries 
towards  the  north  ;  but  her  hiftorians  are  filent  re- 


ratives  that  have  announced  them  to  us.  If  I  be  row 
*'  ailced,"  fays  the  author,  "  what  rivers,  what  lakes,  what  na- 
"  tions,  &c.  except  what  is  known  by  the  difcoveries  of  the 
**  Ruffians,  are  to  be  found  on  the  coall  of  America^  reckoninjr 
*'  from  California  and  Neiv  Mexico,  towards  the  north,  on 

a  fpace  of  ffly  degrees  (a  thoufand  leagues)  in  latitude,  I 
**  am  not  afiiamed  to  anfwer  without  any  liefitation,  and  in 

a  fmgle  word  :  Te  no  lo  Je,  I  don't  know,  I  know  nothing 
**  of  the  matter." 

The  pains  taken  to  accredit  this  opinion  may  have  been 
dr6tated  by  a  policy  the  fyilem  of  which  is  not  new  :  Spain ^ 
by  declaring  that  fiie  gave  no  credit  to  the  difcoveries  of 
Fuca  and  Fuente.,  wiflied  that  other  nations  might  not  giv<: 
credit  to  them  either,  and  make  no  attempt  to  find  them 
again. 

fpeding 
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fpe6lîng  the  fuccefs  of  thefe  enterprifes  :  we  know 
cnly  that  the  excurfions  which  flie  ordered,  at 
different  periods,  led  firfl:  to  difcover,  to  the  eafl- 
ward  of  California,  the  Provinces  of  Sonora 
and  CiNALOA,  the  riched  portion  of  that  land 

en  malheurs fi  féconde ^ 
"  ^I'l  produu  ks  iVifors  et  les  crimes  du  monde 

In  the  mean  time  Russia  who  was  endeavour- 
ing to  extend  towards  the  Eaft  the  territory  already 
too  extenfive  on  which  her  Czar  leant  the  weight 
of  his  dominion,  pufted  her  difcoyeries  on  that 
f.de  as  far  as  the  extreme  frontier  of  Asia,  an4 
did  not  relinquifn  the  hope  of  one  day  adding  to 
her  vaft  domains  in  the  Old  World  fome  portion  of 
the  New  Continent.  Her  hopes  did  not  appear 
deftitute  of  foundation  :  her  emiffaries,  her  Cofacks 
could  not  in  the  end  fail  to  reach  America, 
whether  the  two  continents  were  united  to  the 
northward  and  formed  a  continued  land,  or  were 
feparated  by  a  Stiait  :  for,  in  this  latter  hypothc 
fiS,  it  might  be  imagined  that  the  tv/o  great  di- 
vifions  of  the  earth  came  fufficiently  near  to  the 
dimenfions  affigned  to  them  by  the  computations  of 
geographers,  for  the  Strait,  if  it  exifted,  to  prefent 
only  an  inconfiderable  fpace  of  fea,  and  fuch  as 
might  be  croffed  by  the  craft  of  the  country,  efpe- 

*  "  So  fertile  in  calamity, 
*'  Wliich  produces  the  treafures  and  crimes  ofthe  V/orld." 

Voltaire,  Tragedy  of  Alzire. 
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cially  with  the  certainty  of  meeting,  at  no  great 
diftance,  with  the  weftern  lands  of  America. 

But,  it  miift  be  admitted,  little  hope  was  enter- 
tained, that  adventurers,  without  any  knowledge  of 
the  art  of  navigation,  and  who,  being  hunters  by 
profeffion,  from  time  to  time  tempted  fortune  at 
fea,  in  order  to  extend  their  hunting  to  the  iflands 
in  the  vicinity  of  Kamtschatka,  would  be  able 
to  procure  intelligence  which  fhould   leave  no 
doubt  refpeding  the  relative  lituation  of  Asia  and 
America:  navigating  from  one  ifland  to  another, 
in  the  bafm  formed  by  the  north-eaft  coafl  of  the 
former,  and  the  north-wefl  coafl  of  the  latter,  it 
would  have  been  poffibie  that,  without  furpe6ling 
it,  they  might  have  landed  at  fome  advanced  point 
of  the  American  continent  ;  and  that,  finding  there 
the  fame  animals  which  they  purfued  in  the  iflands, 
it  might  not  occur  to  their  mind  that  they  had 
paifed  from  one  continent  to  another.     No  certain 
information  could  therefore  be  obtained  in  this 
refped,  but  by  a  concerted  expedition  which  was 
to  be  intrufted  only  to  the  mod  experienced  fea- 
men.    Peter  I.  to  whom  the  half  of  a  great  con- 
tinent, fallen  to  his  lot,  flill  feemed  not  fufficient, 
drew  up  with  his  own  hand,  a  little  time  before 
his  death,  the  inftrudions  for  a  voyage  whofe  ob- 
ject, which  had  occupied  him  for  feveral  years,  was 
to   afcertain  whether  Asia  was  feparated  from 
America  by   a  Strait  :    fully  determined,  no 
doubt,  not  to  confider  this  Strait,  if  it  exifted,  as  a 
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limit  which  nature  had  fet  to  his  ambition  and  eni» 
pire. 

But  the  whole  navy  of  Kamtschatka  was 
not  capable  of  furnifhing  the  fhips  and  men  fit 
for  this  expedition  :  it  was  neceflary  to  give  or- 
ders beforehand  for  colleding  all  the  materials 
requifite  for  the  conflrudlion  and  equipment  of 
the  fhips,  and  to  fend  from  Russia,  Captains, 
fubaltern  officers,  and  feamen.  Vitus  Bee  ring, 
a  Dane  by  birth,  and  Alexoi  Tschiricow,  were 
chofen  to  execute  this  part  of  the  will  of  Peter 
THE  Great,  whofe  lafl  wifh  more  refpefled  than 
that  of  our  Lewis  the  Great,  furvived  a  power 
which  was  no  more,  but  the  remembrance  of 
which  ftill  commanded  obedience.  Bee  ring  was 
Captain  Commandant,  or  Commodore,  in  the 
Ruffian  navy  ;  Tschirikow  had  the  rank  of  Cap- 
tain ;  the  Dane,  employed  for  a  long  time  pafl 
in  the  fervice  of  the  Czar,  had  given  proofs  of 
great  ability  5  the  Ruffian  was  worthy  of  being  his 
fécond. 

The  two  fhips  deflined  for  the  proje6led  expe* 
dition,  the  firft  that  had  been  conflruded  at  one 
of  the  extremities  of  a  land  fcarcely  known^^ 
could  not  be  ready  to  put  to  fea  before  the  year 
1728  ;  and,  on  the  20th  of  July,  Beering  fet  fail 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Kamtschatka  River. 
He  fhaped  his  courfe  towards  the  north-eaft,  fol- 
lowing the  direction  of  the  coaft  of  Asia  of  which 
he  never  loft  fight.    On  the  15th  of  Auguft,  he 

had. 
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had,  in  the  latitude  of  67°  18'  north,  arrived 
within  fight  of  a  cape  to  the  north,  from  which  the 
coaft  trended  to  the  weflward.  In  this  firfl  voyage 
he  did  not  make  the  coafl  of  America,  but  re- 
turned to  the  port  whence  he  had  failed  *. 

William  Coxe,  in  his  Acccunt  of  the  Ruffian 
"  D  if  cover  ies^''  fays  that  "  Biering,  in  his 
"  voyage  from  Kamtschatka,  in  1728,  towards 
"  TscHUKNOTSKoi  Noss,  failed  along  the  coaft 

of  TscHUTSKi  as  high  as  latitude  67°  18',  and, 
"  obferving  the  coaft  to  take  a  wefterly  diredion, 
"  he  too  haftily  concluded,  that  he  had  pafTed 
"  the  north-eaftern  extremity.  Apprehenfive,  if 
"  he  had  attempted  to  proceed,  of  being  locked  ia 
"  by  the  ice,  he  returned  to  Kamtschatka. 

If  he  had  followed  the  Hiore,  he  would  have 
"  found,  that  what  he  took  for  the  Northern 
"  Ocean  was  nothing  more  than  a  deep  bay  f.'* 

Mr.  Coxe  here  commits  an  error  which,  doubt- 
lefs,  he  would  have  redified,  if,  at  the  time  when 
he  wrote  (before  the  year  1780),  he  could  have 
known  the  difcoveries  of  Captain  Cook  in  this 
quarter.  The  obfervations  of  that  celebrated  na- 
vigator have  hxed  the  latitude  of  the  moft  eaftern 
cape  of  Asia  in  66""  5'  \  ;  and  if  Beering,  in 

*  See  the  Voyages  and  D'îfcoveries  of  the  Rifftans^  by  MiiJhry 
tranflated  from  the  German.  Vol.  i   pages  147  and  following. 

f  RuJJian  Difcoveries,  by  W.  Coxe,  London.  1780.  4to,  page 
323,  Note  *. 

X  See  the  Original  Aflronoini:al  OhfervatvAis  made  in  a  Voyng 
to  the  Northern  P..ctfic  Qwan,  ^'c.    By  W.  Bayly.  London. 
1782.  4to.  page  350. 
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fa£l,  went  as  high  as  67"*  18'*,  he  had  teached 
a  latitude  more  northerly  by  about  a  degree  and 
a  quarter  than  that  of  the  moft  eaftern  part  of 
the  Old  Continent  :  he  had  therefore  entered  thé 
Frozen  Ocean  :  and,  without  knowing  it,  he 
had  pafTed  the  Strait  which  feparates  the  two 
Worlds  ;  the  problem  was  folved.  Equitable 
pofterity  has  impofed  on  this  Strait  the  name  of 
Beering's  Strait,  and  its  reality  has  fupplied 
the  place  of  the  fable  of  the  Strait  of  Anian. 

A  fécond  voyage  was  undertaken,  in  1729,  by 
the  fame  navigators  ;  but  it  yielded  no  new  in- 
formation. 

It  was  not  till  the  4th  of  June  1741  that  Beer«* 
ING  and  TscHiRiKow,  for  the  third  time,  fetfaii 
from  Kamstchatka,  with  the  intention,  after 
having  "got  as  high  as  the  latitude  of  50'' north, 
to  direâ:  their  courfe  to  the  eaft  till  they  met  with 
the  continent  of  America.  But,  as  early  as  the 
20th  of  the  fame  month,  the  fhips  were  feparated 
by  a  gale  of  wind  ;  and  hazy  weather  coming  on 
after  the  ftorm,  did  not  allow  them  to  rejoin  each 
other. 

On  the  1 8th  of  July,  Beering  difcovered  the 
continent  of  America  in  the  latitude  of  58°  28'; 

*  Re'mhold  Forjler  fays  that  "  Beering  (in  his  firfl:  voyage)' 
**  navigated  the  northern  coaft  of  Kamtjchatka  to  the  76th  de- 
«*  gree  of  north  latitude."  (Northern  Foyages  and Difcoveries y 
page  481.)    I  prefume  that  this  is  an  error  of  the  prefs. 
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land,  according  to  his  reckoning,  50  degrees*  eafl: 
from  the  meridian  of  Awatscha,  at  this  day 
called  Petropawlowska,  or  St.  Peter  and  St. 
Paul.  On  the  acth,  he  dropped  anchor  near  a 
fomewhat  confiderable  ifland,  not  far  diftant  from 
the  continent  :  and,  in  this  fituation,  a  point  of 
land  which  projects  into  the  fea,  was  named  Cape 
Elias,  from  the  faint  of  the  day  :  another  cape 
which  was  feen  in  the  diftance,  to  the  weftward  of 
the  former,  received  the  name  of  Cape  St.  Her- 
MOGENES.  The  land  appeared  to  form  a  large 
gulf  between  thefe  two  capes.  Bee  ring  held  in- 
tercourfe  with  the  natives  of  the  country. 

On  the  21  ft,  he  again  put  to  fea,  with  the  project 
of  getting  to  the  northward,  by  following  the  di- 
redion  of  the  coaft,  as  far  as  the  latitude  of  65°; 
but  the  fituation  of  the  land  which  trended  to 
the  fouth-weft,  was  contrary  to  the  courfe  that  he 
intended  to  hold.  He  failed  through  a  ftring  of 
iflands  which  Ikirt  the  great  peninfula,  known  at 
prefent  by  the  name  of  Alaska  :  all  the  month  of 
Auguft  was  employed  in  this  navigation.  On  the 
29th,  he  anchored,  in  55°  25',  in  the  midft  of  a 
group  of  iflands  which  he  named  Schumagin  : 
they  are  inhabited  ;  and  the  Ruffians  had  a  com- 
munication with  the  natives.  He  ftruggled  againft 
contrary  winds  till  the  24th  of  September,  when 
he  again  faw  the  land  to  the  northward  :  a  moun- 

*  It  is  now  well  known  that  this  difference  of  longitude  is  ^2 
degrees.  . 
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tain  rather  lofty,  fituated  on  the  fouth-weft  point 
of  the  peninfula  of  Alaska,  towards  the  latitude 
of  51°  30',  was  named  Mount  St.  John.  In  the 
courfe  of  October,  he  difcovered  part  of  the  iflands 
which  we  know  at  this  day  under  the  name  of 
the  Aleutian  Ifles,  and  which  are  fituated  near 
the  continent  of  America. 

Forfonie  time  paft,  Beering  had  been  in  a  ftate 
of  indifpofition  and  decay  which  no  longer  permit- 
ted him  to  concern  himfelf  about  the  management 
of  the  fhip  ;  and  the  greater  part  of  the  crew  were 
attacked  by  the  fcurvy.  They  failed  on  at  a  ven- 
ture, till  the  winds  and  fea  at  length  carried  the 
fliip  on  ari  illand  with  the  pofition  of  which  in  re- 
gard to  the  two  continents  they  were  unacquainted, 
and  on  which  the  veifel  was  cafl  away.  On  the 
8th  of  December,  Beering  died  on  this  ifland, 
w^hich,  very  properly,  has  afTumed  the  name  of 
the  firfî:  navigator  who  ventured  into  thefe  feas, 
and  who  difcovered  the  Weft  continent  of  Ame^  ' 
RICA  in  a  latitude  which,  before  him,  no  knowa 
voyager  had  attained. 

Some  of  the  people,  thofeonly  who  were  enabled 
to  withfland  the  feverity  of  the  winter  and  the  ex- 
cefs  of  fatigue  and  mi  fer  y,  contrived,  after  infinite 
trouble,  to  conftrud,  with  the  wreck  of  the  vefTel, 
a  boat  which,  in  the  following  year,  conveyed  them 
to  Kamtschatka. 

The  ifland  where  Beering's  remains  repofe  is 
fituated  between  the  latitude  of  and  56",  about 
50  leagues  from  the  coaft  of  Kamtschatka. 

The 
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The  voyage  of  Tschirikow  was  lefs  unfortu- 
nate than  that  of  his  commander;  but  fcarcely 
did  he  undergo  fewer  hardfhips.  After  his  fe- 
paration  from  the  commodore's  veflel,  which  he 
looked  for  till  the  2 5th  of  June,  finding  himfelf  on 
the  parallel  of  48%  he  diredled  his  courfe  to  the 
eafl.  It  appears  by  the  Chart  which  Muller  has 
annexed  to  his  Difcoveries  of  the  Ruffians^  that 
Tschirikow  who  difcovered  the  coaft  of  America 
towards  the  middle  of  July,  made  the  land  there 
between  the  fifty-fifth  and  fifty-fixth  parallels  ;  but 
others  place  his  land-fall  in  58^  The  coaft  which 
prefented  itfelf  before  him,  was  fteep,  barren, 
guarded  by  rocks,  and  without  a  fingle  iiland  that 
could  afford  him  fhelter.  He  anchored  off  the 
coaft,  and  detached  his  long-boat  with  orders  to 
put  on  ihore  wherever  fhe  could  land.  Several 
days  elapfed  without  her  re*appearing  :  he  dif- 
patched  his  other  boat  to  gain  tidings  of  her  ;  but 
the  latter,  no  doubt,  experienced  the  fame  fate  as 
the  former  ;  and  it  is  unknown  what  became  of 
either.  Some  canoes,  manned  by  Americans,  pre- 
fented themfelves,  a  few  days  after,  to  reconnoitre 
the  (hip  ;  but  they  durft  not  approach  her,  and 
there  remained  on  board  no  boat  of  any  fort 
that  could  be  detached  to  join  or  purfue  them, 
and  prevail  on  them  to  come  to  the  fhip  where 
they  would  have  been  detained  for  hoftages. 
Tschirikow  defpairing  to  fee  again  the  men 
whom  he  had  fent  on  ftiore,  refolved  to  quit  the 
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coaft,  and  accordingly  returned  to  Kamtschat- 

KA  *. 

Such  was .  the  fuccefs  of  the  firft  expedition  of 
the  Ruffians  to  the  nortpi-west  coaft  of  Ameri- 
ca: the  difcovery  of  this  part  of  the  New  Conti- 
nent coft  the  life  of  the  mofl  able  of  their  naviga- 
tors ;  but  this  firfl:  voyage,  by  enlightening  them 
refpeding  the  relative  fituation  of  America  and 
Asia,  opened  to  them  the  way  to  all  the  difcove- 
ries  which  have  fucceffively  been  made,  whether 
by  adventurers,  at  the  expenfe  of  the  fliip-owners 
iind  merchants  of  Kamtschatka,  or  by  officers 
of  the  Imperial  navy,  at  the  expenfe  of  the  go- 
vernment :  in  1745,  by  Michael  Navodtsikoff  ; 
in  1750,  by  Emilianus  Yagoff  ;  from  iyS3 
1756,  by  Cholodiloff,  Serebranikoff  and 
Juan  Krassilnjkoff  -,  from  1758  to  1760,  by 
DFMLTfiius  Paikoff,  Pushkareff,  Peter 
Wasyntinskoi  and  Maximus  Lasaroff  ;  in 
Ï762,  by  Drussinin,  Medvedeff,  Ko^ovin,  and 
Stephen  Glotoff  ;  in  1764,  by  Solovioff  and 
Lieutenant  Synd  ;  in  1766,  by  Alphanassei 
Otcheredin  ;  and  from  1768  to  1769,  by  Cap^ 
tain  Krenitzin  and  Lieutenant  Levasheff  f. 
The  principal  object  of  all  thefe  voyages  was  the 
examination  af  that  long  archipelago,  known  un- 
der the  collective  name   of  the  Aleutian  or 

*  See  Muller^s  Difco-venes  of  the  Rit/fiansy  vol.  i. 

f  William  Coxe  has  publifhed  the  account  of  thefe  differenl; 

•^'oyages  in  hrs  Riijfum  Difcovenes, 
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Fox  Iflands,  which  the  Ruflian  Charts  divide  into 
feveral  archipelagoes  under  different  names  ;  of  all 
the  part  of  the  coaft  which  extends  eafl:  and  weft 
under  the  parallel  of  60°,  and  comprehends  a  great 
number  of  iflands  fituated  to  the  fouth  of  the  main 
land,  fome  of  which  were  vifited,  and  others  only 
perceived  by  Beering  ;  laftly  of  the  Peninfula  of 
Alaska,  and  of  the  lands  fituated  to  the  north  of 
this  peninfula  as  far  as  the  70th  degree.  It  is  on 
thefe  Aleutian  Iflands,  and  on  upwards  of  three; 
hundred  leagues  of  coaft  which  extend  beyond  the 
Polar  Circle,  that  the  indefatigable  Ru(Çans  have 
formed  thofe  numerous  fettlements,  thofe  factories 
that  fupport  the  fur- trade  from  which  the  Empire 
of  Russia  derives  fuch  great  advantages  in  its 
<:ommercial  concerns,  and  exchanges  with  the  em- 
pire of  CniN.i. 

I  muft  obferve  that  the  French  were  not  entirely 
ftrangers  to  the  firft  difcovery  which  the  Ruffians 
made  of  the  weft  coaft  of  North  America, 
The  brother  of  our  celebrated  Delisles,  the  one 
an  aftronomer,  the  other  a  geographer,  Delisle 
DE  la  Croyère,  was  embarked,  as  a  man  of 
fcîençe,  on  board  of  Tschirikow's  (hip,  as  Stel- 
ler,  a  phyfician  by  profeffion  and  verfed  in  every 
branch  of  natural  hiftory,  was  on  board  that  of 
Beering.  Sicknefs,  which  made  fo  many  ravages 
on  board  Tschirikow's  fliip,  did  not  fpare  La 
Croyère  ;  his  life  ended  with  the  expedition. 
Captain  Clerk E  who,  after  the  tragical  death  of 
à  7  Captain 

V 


liv  INTRODUCTION. 

Captain  Cooke,  in  his  third  voyage,  had  fuc- 
ceeded  him  in  the  chief  command  of  the  expedi- 
tion, difcovered,  at  Kamtschatka,  the  place  of 
interment  of  a  Frenchman  whom  a  love  of  the 
fciences  had  carried  to  the  eaftern  extremity  of 
Asia  ;  and  he  took  a  particular  intereft  in  diftin^ 
guifiiing  by  an  honourable  infcription,  the  forgotten 
fpot  of  ground  where  the  remains  of  La  Crqyère 
repoféd  fo  far  frorn  his  natal  land.  La  Pêrquse, 
during  the  (la;^  which  he  made  at  PexROPAw- 
LowsKA,  had  an  opportunity  of  difcharging  the 
debt  of  the  French  towards  the  Englifh  nation  : 
Captain  Clerke  who  terminated  his  career,  when, 
aiter  a  fécond  run  to  the  northward,  he  returned 
a  fécond  time  to  the  fame  harbour,  was  there  inter- 
red j  time,  or  the  curiofity  of  the  Kamtfchadales, 
had  deftroyed  the  infcription  borne  on  his  tomb  ; 
La  Pé  rouse  took  every  pains  to  re-eftablifli  it, 
fuch  as  it  is  to  be  read  in  the  original  account  of 
Cook's  third  voyage  ;  and,  in  order  to  prolong 
Its  duration,  he  caufed  it  to  be  engraved  on  cop- 
per. Thefe  mutual  attentions  of  navigators  ftran- 
gers  to  each  other,  thefe  aCls  of  friendlhip  and 
fraternity,  may  aftonifh  the  fedentary  and  unfeeling 
inhabitants  of  our  cities,  who,  never  having  been 
tempted  ;o  expofe  themfelves  to  the  dangers  of  the 
fea,  are  ignorant  with  what  fentiments  the  com- 
munity of  fuch  dangers  may  infpire  thofe  who, 
without  being  acquainted  with  each  other,  know 
tiiat  they  have  fhared  them.    At  Kamt^^chatka, 
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at  feven  thoufand  leagues  from  Europe,  all 
Europeans,  and  efpecially  European  feamen,  are 
countrymen  and  brothers  :  and  does  not  the  man 
who,  by  his  difcoveries  or  his  labours,  has  deferved 
well  of  mankind,  belong,  through  gratitude,  to 
every  nation  on  earth  ? 

While  the  Ruffians,  in  their  numerous  excurfions, 
were  eager  to  difcover  the  North  part  of  Ameri- 
ca, in  the  vicinity  of  their  Afiatic  domains,  with 
which  it  was  of  importance  to  them  to  be  ac- 
quainted, the  Spaniards  to  whom  this  knowledge 
was  no  lefs  important,  feemed,  for  a  long  time 
paft,  not  to  think  of  profecuting  their  firft  difco- 
veries. From  1640,  that  is  to  fay,  from  the  ex- 
pedition, partly  true,  partly  fabulous,  of  Admiral 
BE  FuENTE,  or  rather  from  1602,  the  period  of 
the  authentic  expedition  of  Viscaino,  to  1769, 
the  Spanifh  hiftoriané  are  filent  refpeding  the  fuc- 
ceffive  attempts  which  the  Viceroys  of  Mexico 
muft  have  ordered  for  increafmg  the  territory  of 
Spanish  America,  and  pufhing  their  invafions 
to  the  northward  of  California.  It  cannot  be 
doubted  however,  that,  during  this  period  of  167 
years,  the  Spaniards  have  gained  ground,  foot  by 
foot,  in  the  interior  of  the  country  ;  but  it  appears 
that  no  expedition  by  fea,  undertaken  in  this  vieu', 
has  deferved  that  Hiftory  fhould  tranfmit  us  the 
details  or  even  preferve  to  us  the  remembrance  of 
it.  It  was  not  till  in  1769,  that,  roufed  by  the  diA 
coveries  of  the  Ruffians  whom  the  alhiremcnt  of  ^ 
d  4  nMn 
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milder  climate  might  draw,  from  the  frozen  Ihores 
of  the  north,  towards  the  lefs  northerly  coafts  of 
America,  and  influenced  by  the  fear  that  fome 
other  nation,  more  enterprifing,  might  be  called 
by  trade,  and  might  wifh  to  get  a  footing  in  thefc 
regions,  which,  although  bordering  upon  provinces 
fubjeâ:  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  feemed  not  to  be- 
long to  her,  the  Spanifh  government  at  length 
determined  to  realize  ancient  ads  of  taking  polTef- 
fion,  thpugh  they  muft  have  known  that,  at  all 
times,  thefe  forts  of  a6ts  were  confidered  by  all 
the  powers  of  the  earth,  as  enipty  formalities,  as 
frail  titles  which  time  has  ftamped  by  prefcription, 
they  determined  to  prepare  to  maintain  by  forcç, 
if  circumftances  fliould  require  it,  pretenfions 
which  had  no  foundation  but  the  chance  of  a  firft 
difcoyery,  or  at  moft  ^  plan  of  occupation,  the 
execution  of  which  had  bee^  deferred  to  an  un- 
certain time  to  come.  Then  they  recollected  that, 
in  1602,  an  Admiral  Viscaino  had  difcovered 
an  excellent  harbour,  fituated  in  36°  40'  north  la^ 
titude.  This  pofition  which  became  intermediate 
between  the  ftrpng  holds  of  Mexico  and  the  li^ 
mit  of  the  difcoveries  of  the  Ruffians,  appeared 
to  deferve  that,  before  they  pufhed  their  furveys 
more  to  the  northward,  they  fhould  think  of  mak-, 
iDg  for  themfelves  a  point  of  fupport,  a  place  of 
refuge.  It  was  therefore  refplyed  that  they  fliould 
eftablifh  a  Prefidio  at  Monterey,  formerly  difco- 
vered by  Viscaino  J  and  that,  in  proceeding  to- 
wards 
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wards  this  port,  they  fhould  begin  by  eftabliifhing 
a  firfl  prefidio  at  that  of  San  Diego,  fituated  in 
the  latitude  of  33°  40',  off  the  Ifthmus  of  Cali- 
FORNiA.  But,  in  projeâ:ing  a  new  invafion  againfl: 
the  natives  of  America,  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary 
for  them  to  fliut  their  eyes  on  their  own  condud 
by  endeavouring  to  conceal  from  themfelves  thç 
injuftice  of  an  ufurpation  ;  and  the  government 
thought  to  be  juftified  in  the  eyes  of  mankind,  and 
in  their  own,  if  they,  in  fome  meafure,  aflbciated 
the  Supreme  Being  to  a  projelt  of  iniquity  :  as  if 
the  God  of  peace  was  the  God  of  conquefl  and 
deflrudion  !  They  talked  only  of  the  propagation 
of  the  faith,  of  the  converfion  of  infidels  ;  and  re- 
ligion, which  they  brought  forward,  covered,  with 
a  refpeded  veil,  the  real  motives  and  the  objeél  of 
the  ^nterprife  :  miffionary  priefts  were  appointed 
to  march  with  the  army,  and  to  eftablifh  a  miflion 
in  every  place  where  it  was  propofed  to  eflabiifh  a 
prefidio  ;  thus,  every  where,  the  ftandard  of  the 
ufurper  was  to  be  planted  befide  the  crofs  of  the 
chriftians. 

But  Spain  decided,  without  intending  it,  a 
quefiion  which  her  intereft,  perhaps,  would  have 
required  that  Ihe  fliould  leave  always  undetermin- 
ed ;  that  of  knowing  whether  the  mere  difcovery 
of  a  land,  or  even  the  empty  formahty  of  an  aâ: 
of  taking  poflefiion  without  being  followed  by  the 
effed,  could  (land  in  lieu  of  a  real  title  of  property 
or  of  a  right  of  pccupation.    Had  fhe  forgotten 
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that>  în  1578,  Admirai  Drake  who  difcovered 
New  Albion,  comprifing  upwards  of  two  hundred 
leagues  of  coaft,  between  the  latitude  of  37°  and 
48%  had  folemnly  taken  polTeffion  of  all  the  coun- 
try, in  the  name  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ?  And  if,  at 
this  day,  England  propofed  to  revive  this  an- 
cient a£l  of  taking  pofTeffion,  this  pretended  pro* 
perty,  would  not  Spain  think  herfelf  juftified  in 
maintaining  that  time  had  effaced  the  title  of  it  ? 
But,  I  alk,  is  that  which  Spain  had  for  occupying 
San  Diego,  Monterey,  and  the  adjacent  coun- 
tries, better  preferv'ed,  becaufe  it  is  lefs  ancient  by 
eighty  years  ?    I  am  but  a  hiflorian,  and  I  mull 
leave  civilians  to  decide  the  queflion  :  perhaps,  af- 
ter having  confulted  the  primitive  right  of  every 
inhabitant  of  the  earth,  they  would  determine, 
that  there  has  been  on  the  one  fide,  and  that  there 
would  be  on  the  other,  ufurpatioa  and  abufe  of 
power. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  proje6l  of  eflabliftiing  pre- 
fidios  to  the  north  of  California  had  been  con- 
ceived by  the  Spanifli  government  \  and  the  Vice- 
roy of  New  Spain,  the  Marquis  de  Croix, 
ordered  an  armament  compofed  of  the  San  Car- 
los and  Sant  Antonio  packets,  the  one  com- 
manded by  Don  Vincente  Vila,  firft  pilot  of  the 
royal  navy  ;  the  other,  by  Don  Juan  Perez, 
pilot  for  the  navigation  of  the  Philippines  ;  and  a 
detachment  of  troops  under  the  command  of  Don 
Caspar  de  Portola,  Governor  of  the  Peninfula 
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of  California,  was  intended  to  follow  the  coaft 
by  land,  while  the  packets  ranged  along  it  by  fea. 
But  the  Marquis  de  Croix  judging  that  the  finall 
number  of  Europeans  which  he  had  at  his  dif- 
pofal,  would  not  be  fufficient  for  reducing  the  na« 
tions  to  the  northward  of  California,  who,  no 
doubt,  would  take  up  arms  againft  the  hivaders  of 
their  country,  determined,  from  the  example  of 
the  conqueror  of  Mexico,  to  oppofe  one  nation 
of  America  to  another  ;  and  Californians,  armed 
in  their  manner,  were  compelled  to  join  the  Eu- 
ropean band,  in  order  to  aflifl:  in  fubjeding  their 
countrymen  to  the  foreign  yoke  which  they  them- 
felves  had  borne. 

On  the  loth  of  January  1769  *,  Don  Vincente 
Vila  fet  fail  from  the  harbour  of  La  Paz,  fituated 
on  the  weft  coaft  of  California,  towards  the 
latitude  of  24°  30'.  The  packets  had  to  flruggle 
againft  the  northerly  winds  which  prevail  on  this 
coaft  ;  and  the  land-forces  experienced  the  greateft 
fatigues.  It  was  not  till  the  29th  of  April  that 
they  were  able  to  reach  the  harbour  of  San  Die- 

*  The  Spanifn  account  of  this  voyage  was  printed  at  the 
Printing-Oliice  of  the  Government  of  New  Spain,  under  the 
tiÛQ  0Î  D'lano  hiftorico  de  los  Viages  de  Mar  y  Tier r a  hcchos  al 
Norte  de  la  California  &c.  The  work  is  very  difficult  to  be  met 
with  in  Spain  ;  but  I  have  fucceeded  in  procuring  from  il'f^j- 
^/nW,  a  manufcript  copy  which,  from  its  accuracy>is  equivalent 
to  the  printed  account*  A  more  detailed  extract  from  this 
voyage  will  be  found  in  the  geographical  notes  which  were 
anAiexed  to  the  Inftrudions  given  to  La  Péronfc» 
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oo,  the  firft  where  an  eftablifliment  was  to  be 
formed,  and  they  quitted  it  on  the  14th  of  June 
following. 

The  greatefl:  difficulties  again  oppofed  their  ar- 
rival at  Monterey.  Although  it  is  diftant  from 
the  former  only  about  72  leagues  to  the  north, 
weft,  and  although  its  latitude  had  been  accurately 
determined  in  Viscaino's  voyage,  an  account  of 
which  ToRQUEMADA  had  written  and  publifhed, 
it  was  not  till  after  the  moft  laborious  refearches  by 
feaand  by  land,  that,  on  the  31ft  of  May  1770,  a 
year  after  their  fettling  at  San  Diego,  the  Spa- 
Tiiards  fucceeded  in  finding  again  the  harbour  of 
Monterey  on  the  fame  parallel  as  that  which  was 
indicated  in  Viscaino's  narrative  *.  I  cannot 
avoid  remarking  that,  when  in  1786,  La  Perouse, 
on  his  return  from  the  north-west  coaft,  wifhed 
to  put  into  this  harbour,  which,  like  Vicente 
Vila,  he  knew  only  by  its  latitude,  he  made  it 
with  the  fame  precifion,  and  found  it  with  the 
fame  facility,  as  a  French  fhip,  coming  fi'om  the 
weftward,  finds  the  Ifland  of  Ushant  and  the 
Port  of  Brest. 

We  are  aftonifhed,  in  reading  the  journal  of  the 
voyage  of  the  Spaniards,  that,  in  1770,  they  were 

*  Torquemada  places  this  harbour  in  36'"*  40';  the  Spani- 
ards, in  their  voyage  in  1769,  obftrved  the  fame  latitude  ; 
but,  in  a  fécond  voyage,  in  1775,  they  fixed  it  at  36*' 44'. 
According  to  the  obfervations  made  by  La  Peroufe,  in  1786» 
the  latitude  ought  to  be  36^38'  25",  and  the  longitude,  weft 
from  the  meridian  of  Paris j  124'  3'. 
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ftlll  to  learn  the  fituatlon  of  a  country  fo  near  that 
which  they  have  occupied  for  three  hundred  year^ 
paft  :  it  appears,  however,  from  what  is  faid  in  the 
narrative,  that  both  men  and  things  were  there 
equally  new  to  them  ;  and  this  obfervation  may 
lead  us  to  believe  that  if,  in  the  interval  from  1602 
to  1769,  they  have  made  a  progrefs  to  the  north 
of  Mexico,  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  they 
have  negleded  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  coafl  : 
It  is  well  known  that,  in  general,  it  is  not  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  fea  that  Nature  prepares,  by  the  work 
of  ages,  thofe  precious  and  fatal  metals,  the 
fearch  after  which  could  alone  excite  the  efforts 
and  enterprifes  of  a  people  to  whom  every  mean 
has  appeared  legitimate  for  acquiring  the  exclufive 
poffeffion  of  them.    In  La  Pé rouse's  journal,  the 
reader  may  be  gratified  by  the  perufal  of  fome 
interefting  details  refpe£ling  the  harbour  of  Mon- 
terey, the  adjacent  country,  and  the  fort  ©f  (go- 
vernment which  the  conquerors  have  there  efta- 
blifhed  :  it  mufl  be  faid,  in  praife  of  the  miflion- 
ary  priefls,  employed  for  maintaining  the  conquefl: 
of  it,  that  if  they  make  the  f^ndity  of  their  ofEce 
bend  to  ferve  policy  and  cupidity,  at  leafl  they  em- 
ploy themfelves  with  a  truly  chriflian  zeal  in  light- 
ening by  every  confolation  that  religion  can  admi- 
nifter,  the  burden  of  flavery  which  muft  have  ap- 
peared infupportabie  tQ  men  who  enjoyed  all  the 
liberty  of  nature. 
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The  expedition  of  1769  was  confined  to  the  fé- 
cond difcovery  of  the  harbour  of  Monterey,  and 
ta  the  eftablifhment  of  a  Preftdio  :  the  difcoveries 
to  be  made  in  higher  latitudes  were  deferred  to 
another  time.  An  objeâ:  more  important,  and 
for  the  execution  of  which  Don  Joseph  Galvez 
had  been  fent  from  Spain,  in  the  quahty  of  Vi- 
fiter-General  of  Mexico,  was  to  engrofs  all  the 
attention  and  all  the  efforts  of  the  government. 
The  Provinces  of  Sonora  and  Cinaloa,  fituated 
to  the  eaft  of  the  Vermilion  Sea,  had  been  for- 
merly fubdued,  but  had  not  yet  been  occupied  j 
and  the  few  forces  that  were  maintained  there  had, 
îîi  1765,  induced  fome  neighbouring  tribes  of  In- 
dians to  make  into  them  frequent  incurfions. 
The  Marquis  de  Croix,  Viceroy  of  Mexico,  was 
defirous  of  re-eftablifliing  tranquillity  there;  and 
the  means  ufually  adopted  by  the  conquerors  of 
AmePvIca  were  recurred  to  for  that  purpofe.  Five 
years  had  already  been  employed  in.  purfuing  the 
favages  over  mountains  and  through  defiles  almoft 
impraticable;  but  the  queftion  was  to  pofTefs' 
peaceably  the  mofl  ^abundant  mines  in  the  New 
World,  and,  to  elFecl  this,  nothing  appeared  im- 
poflible  :  at  length,  the  expedition  was  terminated 
in  1771,  by  the  deftrudion  of  thofe  Americans 
whom  their  invaders  called  favages  and  rebels  ; 
and  thefe  were  ftill  the  moft  fortunate  ;  for  flavery 
bound  with  her  chain  all  thofe  who  furvived  the. 
iiivafion  of  their  country  *. 

*  See  Robertfon^s  Hiftory  of  America,  Lib,  vli. 
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The  repeated  voyages  of  the  Englîfli  into  the 
Great  Ocean,  the  ohjeCt  or  pretext  of  which, 
like  the  firfl,  could  no  longer  be  to  obferve  the 
tranfit  of  Vemis,  mud  naturally  have  awakened  the 
inquietude  of  the  Cabinet  of  Madrid,  and  foon 
fpread  among  the  Spaniards  frefli  alarm.  The 
government  judged  that  there  was  no  time  to  be 
lofl  in  profecuting  difcoveries  to  the  north  of  Ca- 
lifornia, and  forming  eftablifliments  on  the 
NORTH-WEST  coaft,  or  at  leaft  announcing  that 
Spain  had  taken  poffeffion  of  it,  before  the  Englifh 
navigators,  following  the  example  of  their  country- 
man Drake,  fhould  come  and  plant  there  the  flag 
of  Great  Britain.  By  thefe  a6ts  of  taking 
poffeffion,  iilufory  as  they  were,  Spain  prepared 
the  means  of  defending  the  country,  of  gaining 
time,  and  of  engaging  in  her  caufe  her  allies  whom 
it  indiredly  concerned,  that  the  Englifli,  who  al- 
ready occupy  the  greater  part  of  the  eaflern  coafls 
and  territory  of  North  America,  fliould  not 
fucceed,  in  forming  in  like  manner  on  its  weftern 
coafl:s,  fettlements  to  which  the  perfeveranee  of  an 
indefatigable  nation,  which  is  never  difcouraged 
when  its  commerce  is  in  queftion,  might,  in  the 
fequel,  open  ready  and  eafy  communications  with 
Its  fettlements  in  the  eaftern  quarter.  The  Englifh, 
thus  occupying  North  America,  from  eait  to 
weft,  from  this  pofition  would  inceflantly  have 
threatened  Spanifh  America  :  and,  fome  day,  on 
one  of  thofe  pretexts  which  policy  always  holds  in 
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referve  at  the  fervice  of  ambition,  the  eiFe£l  might 
have  followed  the  threat,  before  Spain  could  fend 
from  Europe  the  forces  neceflary  for  defending 
her  poffeflions  beyond  the  feas. 

The  expeditions  to  the  northward  of  Califor- 
nia were  therefore  refumed  by  the  Spaniards* 
It  appears  that  a  firfl  voyage  took  place  in  1774  ; 
but  we  have  no  information  except  of  that  which 
was  performed  in  1775,  and  in  which  it  was  intend- 
ed to  pufh  their  difcoveries  as  far  as  the  fixty-fifth 
parallel,  no  doubt  with  a  view  of  reconnoitring  all 
that  the  voyages  of  the  Ruffians  might  have  led 
them  to  difcover  in  that  quarter. 

The  Honourable  Daines  Barrington  has 
tranflated  into  Englifh,  and  printed  in  his  Mif- 
cellanies  *,  the  account  of  the  voyage  which  Don 
Antonio  Maria  de  Bucarelli  y  Ursua,  then 
Viceroy  of  Mexico,  ordered,  in  1775,  for  the 
purpofe  of  accompUfhing  the  objeâ:  which  the  go- 
vernment had  in  view.  Mr.  Barrington  fuc-' 
ceeded  in  procuring  from  Spain  a  copy  of  the 
manufcript  journal  of  Don  Francisco  Antonio 
Maurelle,  firft  Pilot  on  the  expedition  ;  bu£ 
he  has  not,  by  any  means,  been  able  to  get  a  copy 
of  the  chart  of  the  difcoveries  ;  from  the  Spaniards 
an  entire  communication  is  never  to  be  obtained. 
We  have  the  more  to  regret  this  chart,  fmce  Cook, 
La  pÉRousE,  and  fubfequently  to  them,  feveral 

•  London*   J,  Nichols.  1781.  410. 
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navigators,  Englifh,  Americans,  and  French,  after 
having  examined  the  north-west  coaft  of 
America,  have  publifhed,  without  referve,  their 
obfervations  of  every  kind,  and  the  general  and 
particular  charts  of  the  parts  which  they  have 
vifited.  It  now  remains  for  us  only  to  acquire  mi- 
nute information,  which  perhaps  we  ought  never 
to  expert  from  the  Spaniards,  but  which  the  navi- 
gators of  other  nations,  who  fliall  find  means  to 
procure  it  on  the  fpot,  will  be  eager  to  communi- 
cate to  thofe  even  that  perfift  in  leaving  theirs'  en- 
veloped in  the  impenetrable  fliades  of  myftery. 

Two  fmall  veflels,  the  Sonora  fchooner  and  a 
Packet,  which  were  to  be  employed  in  this  new 
expedition,  were  fitted  out  at  the  Port  of  San 
Blas,  fituated  on  the  coafl:  of  Galicia,  one  of 
the  provinces  of  Mexico  ;  and  the  command  of 
it  was  intrufted  to  Don  Juan  de  Ayala,  who 
had  under  his  orders  Don  Juan  Francisco  de 
LA  Bodega  y  (^adra. 

They  fet  fail  from  San  Blas  on  the  i6th  of 
March  1775. 

On  the  7th  of  June,  in  the  latitude  of  41^30', 
they  reconnoitred,  at  a  fomewhat  confiderable 
diftance,  a  large  trad:  of  the  coaft  extending  fouth- 
eaft  and  north-weft  :  this  part  comprifes  Cape 
Mendocino. 

On  the  9th,  they  anchored  in  a  harbour  fituated 
in  the  latitude  of  41°  7',  and  19°  4'  weft  from  San 
Blas  ;  and  they  impofed  on  it  the  name  of  Puerto 
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DE  LA  Trinidad:  the  Pilot  Maurflle  highly 
extols  the  country  and  its  inhabitants. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  they  took  up  their  an- 
chors, and  failed  from  this  harbour  with  a  gentle 
breeze  at  north- weft. 

Oa  the  9th  of  July,  they  reckoned  themfelves 
h\  the  latitude  of  47^40';  and  they  had  indications 
of  the  vicinity  of  land. 

On  the  ïith,  it  was  perceived  at  the  diftance  of 
twelve  leagues  ;  and  on  the  12th  in  the  evening, 
they  were  not  more  than  a  league  from  the 
coafl:,  w^hen  they  diftinguiflied  various  headlands, 
feveral  iflots,  and  mountains  covered  with  fnow  : 
they  likewife  remarked  a  fmall  barren  ifiand.  about 
half  a  league  in  circumference,  which  they  called 
Isla  de  LOS  Dolores.  The  latitude  was  47'* 
39- 

On  the  13th,  the  fchooner  anchored  about  two 
leagues  and  a  half  from  the  coaft,  in  47"*  28'  ;  and, 
after  getting  under  way  to  join  her  confort,  fiie  an- 
«  chored  a  fécond  time,  with  the  packet  in  company, 
in  the  latitude  of  47°  21'  :  here  the  Spaniards 
being  defirous  of  procuring  a  fupply  of  wood  and 
water,  fent  a  boat  on  fhore  for  that  purpofe,  with 
a  detachment  of  picked  men  well  armed.  The 
party  had  fcarcely  landed  when  the  Indians  to  the 
number  of  three  hundred,  ru{hed  out  from  the 
mountains,   and  furrounding  them  immediately, 

*  This-part  of  the  coaft  correfponds,  as  to  the  latitude,  with 
that  which  on  Meares\  chart  is  called  Shoal-ivaier  Bay. 

cut 
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cut  them  oiF,  without  there  being  a  poffibility  of 
their  comrades  affording  them  any  alFiftance. 

On  the  14th  of  July,  they  failed  from  this  road- 
ftead  with  the  wind  at  north-weft  and  north-north* 
w^eft,  by  which  they  left  the  coaft  fteering  to  the 
fouth-eaft. 

On  the  I  ft  of  Auguft,  the  weather  was  fo  thick 
as  to  oblige  them  to  ftand  off  from  the  coaft  ;  the 
wind  was  at  north-weft  and  north. 

On  the  5th,  the  wind  veered  to  the  fouth-weft. 
On  the  I3th5  they  had  many  figns  of  the  vici* 
nity  of  land  ;  and,  during  the  4th  and  1 5th,  thefe 
figns  increafed,  when  they  found  themfelves  in 
56^  18'  north  latitude,  and  154  Spanifh  leagues 
(of  17  J  to  a  degree)  weft  of  the  continent,  and 
69  leagues  from  an  ifland,  which,  according  to  the 
journal,  muft  be  the  moft  weftern  part  of  an 
archipelago  fituated  in  the  fame  parallel,  and  was 
laid  down  on  the  manufcript  chart  that  the  Spa- 
niards made  ufe  of  for  regulating  their  courfe  : 
it  would  thence  refult  that  this  ifland  muft  be 
diftant  from  the  continent,  94  Spanifh  leagues,  or 
about  107  marine  leagues  of  20  to  a  degree,  I 
know  not  what  this  ifland  was,  of  which  the  Spa- 
niards had  a  certain  knowledge  fince  it  was  laid 
down  on  their  chart,  and  fince  Maure  lle,  in 
Speaking  of  its  diftance  from  the  continent,  does 
not  fay  that  its  exiftence  was  doubtful  :  no  track 
of  the  navigators  of  thefe  latter  times  pafles  at  fo 
great  a  diftance  from  the  continent  in  the  parallel 
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of  56°.  As  to  this  archipelago  fituated  in  the 
fame  latitude,  of  which,  byMAUREiLE's  account, 
this  ifland  forms  the  moft  weftern  part,  La  Pe- 
RousE,  in  faft,  difcovered  an  archipelago  which  he 
has  diftinguiftied  by  the  name  of  Iflands  or  Archi- 
pelago of  the  Spaniards,  and  which  extends 
from  the  55th  to  the  56th  parallel  ;  and  it  might  be 
fuppofed  that  this  is  the  one  with  which  the  Spa- 
niards were  acquainted,  and  which  was  dehneated 
on  their  chart  ;  but  this  archipelago  is  not  diftant 
^from  the  continent  107  leagues,  12  or  15  miles  only 
being  its  greatefc  diftance. 

On  the  1 6th  of  Augud:,  the  Spanifti  navigators 
again  faw  the  land  to  the  north-weft,  and  it  foon 
afterwards  opened  to  the  north-eaft,  prefenting 
confiderable  headlands  and  mountains,  one  of 
which  was  of  an  immenfe  height,  being  fituated 
on  a  projeding  cape  of  the  moft  regular  and 
beautiful  form  that  was  ever  feen.  It  was  alfo 
quite  detached  from  the  great  ridge  of  mountains. 
Its  top  was  covered  with  fnow,  under  which  ap- 
peared fome  wide  gullies,  which  continued  till  about 
the  middle  of  the  mountain,  and  thence  to  the 
bottom  were  trees  of  the  fame  kind  (pines)  as 
thofe  at  Puerto  de  la  Trinidad.  This  moun? 
tain  was  named  Monte  San  Jaginto,  and  the 
cape.  Capo  del  Engano  :  the  latter  is  fituated 
in  the  latitude  of  57°  o!  north,  and  longitude  34° 
T  2'  weft,  from  the  meridian  of  San  Blas. 


On 
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On  the  i/th,  the  wind  blew  moderate  from  the 
fouth,  by  means  of  which  they  entered  a  bay  that 
was  three  leagues  wide  at  its  mouth,  and  was  pro- 
teded  from  the  north  by  Cape  del  Engano  ;  on 
the  oppofite  fide  to  this  cape,  they  difcovered  a 
port  more  than  a  league  wide  at  the  entrance,  per* 
fedîy  fecure  from  all  winds,  but  the  fouth  :  they 
nearly  approached  the  fides  of  the  bay,  and  never 
found  lefs  than  fifty  fathoms  in  depth  ;  but  they 
could  not  perceive  any  kind  of  flat  or  plain,  as  the 
mountains  come  quite  down  to  the  fhore.  Not-^ 
withilanding  this,  they  diftinguifhed  a  fmall  river  ; 
but  it  was  night  :  they  caft  anchor  in  fixty-fix  fa- 
thoms over  a  clayey  bottom. 

This  port  lies  in  57°  ii'  north  latitude,  and  34"* 
1 2'  weft  longitude  from  San  Blas.  They  named 
it  Baya  de  Guadalupa. 

On  the  1 8th,  Ayala  failed  again  with  the  wind 
at  north-weft,  and  the  next  morning  he  entered 
another  port  into  which  a  river  empties  itfelf; 
here  he  anchored,  in  eighteen  fathoms,  with  a 
fandy  bottom,  within  piftol  fhot  of  the  fhore  :  this 
harbour,  which  was  named  Puerto  de  los  Re- 
MEDios,  was  found  to  be  fituated  in  57^  18'  north 
latitude,  and  34"  12'  weft  longitude  from  San 
Blas.  Here  too  the  Spaniards  had  an  inter- 
courfe  with  the  natives  of  the  coaft,  procured 
wood  and  water,  and  took  poîTeffion  of  the  coun- 
try, with  the  accuftomed  ceremonial. 

e  3  Ayala 
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Ay  AL  A  then  went  as  far  as  the  parallel  of  58% 
without  making  any  difcovery.  Having  reached 
this  latitude,  which  exceeds  the  limit  of  the  moft 
northern  ancient  difcoveiies,  he  remained  per- 
fuaded  that  the  Inlets  or  Straits  indicated  by  the  an- 
cient navigators  are  not  to  be  found.  But  if 
Maurelle,  in  committing  this  opinion  to  his 
journal,  copies  of  which  the  Spanifh  Government 
fuffered  to  be  circulated,  has  not  obeyed  an  order 
that  may  have  enjoined  him  to  be  filent  refpe£l:- 
ing  what  had  been  difcovered  ;  if  this  has  not  been 
an  ingenious  manner  of  diverting  other  nations 
from  the  projeâ:  of  attempting  difcoveries  in  this 
quarter;  if  fuch,  in  fhort,  was  the  real  opinion  of 
the  Spaniards  intruded  with  the  diredion  of  the 
voyage,  the  perfuafion  in  which  they  have  re-? 
mained  cannot  weaken  the  teflimony  of  the  more 
modern  navigators  who  have  juftified  Fuca  and 
FuENTE,  and  atteil  the  reality  of  the  parts  of 
their  difcoveiies,  which  have  not  been  altered,  and 
peihaps  defignedly,  by  romantic  additions  :  but  it 
will  remain  proved  that  Ayala,  in  afcending  the 
NORTH-WEST  coaft  from  the  Pqerto  be  la  Tri- 
KÎDAD  to  the  parallel  of  58  degrees,  contented 
himfelf  moft  frequently  with  reconnoitring  the 
land  at  a  didance. 

The  fifty-eighth  parallel  was,  no  doubt,  the 
boundary  which  the  Spaniards  had  fixed  to  their 
voyage,  although  their  inftruftions  may  have  li- 
mited 
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niited  it  only  to  the  fixty-fifth  ;  for  fcarcely  had 
they  reached  the  latitude  of  58%  when  we  fee 
them  run  back  to  the  fouthward,  with  the  intention 
of  gaining  the  harbour  of  Monterey  :  however, 
they  made  fome  difcoveries  which  chance  threw  in 
their  way. 

On  the  24th  of  Auguft,  in  the  latitude  of  53"* 
17',  and  32^  9'  to  the  weft  of  San  Blas,  the 
Spanilh  navigators  anchored  in  a  large  Lay,  where 
an  arm  of  the  fea  prefents  a  fpacious  harbour, 
which,  in  honour  of  the  Viceroy,  was  named 
Puerto  Bucarelli  :  this  harbour,  which  ap- 
pears formed  by  feveral  illands,  muft  be  the  fouth. 
ern  part  of  that  archipelago  detached  from  the 
continent,  which  the  Spaniards  knew  by  their 
chart,  which  they  had  not  been  able  to  find  in  af- 
cending  the  coaft,  and  of  which,  in  running  backj 
they  reconnoitred  only  the  lower  extremity,  but 
which  La  Pe  rouse,  who  ranged  along  it  from 
north  to  fouth,  named,  out  of  refpedt  for  an  ancient 
difcovery  the  period  and  author  of  which  were  un- 
known to  him.  Les  Ii.es  des  Espagnols.  An 
îfland  of  moderate  height  which  they  faw  in  the 
fouth,  at  the  diftance  of  fix  leagues,  received  the 
name  of  Isla  de  San  Carlos.  Here  Don  Juan 
DE  Ayala  took  polTeflion,  in  the  name  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  of  the  country  which  he 
faw  and  of  all  that  which  he  did  not  fee  :  this  was 
taking  polTefTion  of  a  defert  which  no  one  dif- 
puted  with  him  5  for,  from  the  remains  of  a  dé- 
fi 4  ftroyed 
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ftroyed  hut,  and  fome  paths  here  and  there,  it  was 
pretty  evident  that  individuals  of  the  human  fpe- 
cies  had  formerly  inhabited  this  fpot  ;  but,  du- 
ring the  whole  time  that  the  Spaniards  flaid  in 
the  harbour,  not  a  fingle  Indian  made  his  ap- 
pearance. 

On  quitting  Port  Bucarelli,  on  the  29th  of 
Auguft,  the  Spaniards  came  to  an  anchor  in 
twenty^two  fathoms,  about  two  leagues  from  the 
Ifland  of  San  Carlos  ;  and  in  this  fituation  they 
obferved,  at  the  dillance  of  four  or  five  leagues^ 
a  cape,  fituated  in  the  latitude  of  55%  to  which 
they  gave  the  name  of  Capo  Sant  Agustin. 

From  this  cape,  the  coaft  trended  to  the  eafl:  fo 
much  that  they  loft  fight  of  it  entirely.  They  alfo 
found  that  fuch  violent  currents  adled  here  in 
different  direftions,  that  it  was  not  poffible  to 
found  :  "  and  as  thefe  currents,"  fays  the  jour- 
nalift,  "  rofe  and  fell  with  the  tide,"  it  fhould  feem 
that  this  Inlet  has  no  communication  but  with  the 
fea,  or  the  Great  Boreal  Ocean  on  which 
they  were  failing.  Thus  they  were  perfuaded  that 
this  land  which  extended  fo  far  to  the  eaftward, 
formed  the  northern  coaft  of  the  entrance  of  a 
river,  the  fouth  fide  of  which,  however,  they  did 
not  perceive  ;  and  in  this  fuppofition,  they  did  not 
endeavour  to  clear  up  the  matter. 

The  feafon  was  not  yet  advanced  ;  favourable 
winds  might  be  hoped  forj  and  the  Spaniards 
feeling,  perhaps,  a  fort  of  fhame  at  having  ftopped 
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ûïort  of  the  boundary  which  their  infi:ru6lîons  had 
fixed,  feemed  for  a  moment  to  refume  courage, 
and  determined  again  to  attempt  getting  to  the 
northward. . 

On  the  28th  of  Augufl,  they  availed  themfelves 
of  variable  winds  for  approaching  the  coafl:  in 
the  latitude  of  55*^  50'  :  they  were  not  near  enough 
to  perceive  it  ;  but  in  this  parallel,  they  found,  ac- 
cording to  their  wifhes,  winds  from  the  fcuth-wefl 
and  fouth  quarters. 

On  the  I  ft  of  September,  they  had  got  as  high 
as  the  latitude  of  56°  50'  5  but,  on  the  7th,  the 
northerly  winds  having  refumed  their  afcendency, 
and  the  crews  of  both  vefTels  being  exhaufted 
by  fatigue,  Ayala  relinquifhed  every  idea  of 
profecuting  his  difcoveries  to  the  northward,  and 
direded  his  courfe  for  regaining  the  port  whence 
he  had  failed.  However,  he  endeavoured  to  fall 
in  again  with  the  coaft  in  order  to  reconnoitre 
fome  points  ;  but  he  ftill  ran  down  upwards  of 
three  degrees  of  latitude  withdut  approaching  near 
enough  to  difcover  it,  and  he  did  not  put  himfelf 
in  a  fituation  to  perceive  it  till  he  was  in  53°  54', 
and  at  the  diftance  of  eight  or  nine  leagues  from 
the  land  :  "  But  as  we  wifhed,"  fays  the  journalift, 
"  not  to  approach  fo  near  as  not  to  be  able  to 
"  leave  it,  on  account  of  our  having  fo  few  hands 

capable  of  doing  duty,  we  kept  at  a  p;  oper 

diftance,  only  having  a  view  of  it  from  day  to 
"  day,  and  not  examining  its  capes,  bays,  and 

"  ports. 
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"  ports.     In  latitude  49'',  however/*  continues 
he,  "  we  endeavoured  to  draw  nearer  to  the  land 
"  becaufe  we  were  perfuaded  that  the  wind  would 
"  continue  favourable,  and  that  fome  of  the  con- 
♦     valefcents  might  now  begin  to  affift  us  ;  fo  that, 
in  latitude  47°  3',  we  were  not  farther  diftant 
than  a  mile,  when  we  attended  to  all  proper 
particulars    as   before:"    that   is,  they  took 
bearings  of  the  different  points  of  the  land  which 
were  to  fix  their  relative  pofitions  on  the  chart 
that  he  was  charged  to  conftrud  :  but  the  jour- 
nalift  enters  into  no  detail  refpediing  what  Ayala 
niay  have  difcovered  in  this  latitude  ;  and  the 
chart  has  not  been  pubhilied. 

The  Spaniili  navigators  again  loft  fight  of  the 
land  ;  but  difcovered  it  on  the  24th,  in  45**  27', 
and   failed  along  the  coaft  within  cannon-fliot  ; 
and  as  we  therefore  could  diftindly  fee  every 
confiderable  objed,"  fays  the  pilot  Maurelle^ 
"  we  lay  to  during  the  night,  hoping  thus  to  find 
"  the  river  or  Inlet  of  Martin  Aguilar,  and 
"  continued  this  fearch  till  we  were  in  latitude  45* 
50',  when  we  diftinguiflied  a  cape  exaâ:Iy  re- 
"  fembling  a  round  table,  with  fome  red  guHies, 
from  which  the  coall:  trends  to  the  fouth-weft, 
"  From  this  part  rife  ten  fmail  iflands,  and  fome 
others  which  are  almofi;  even  with  the  water's 
edge  ;  the  latitude  of  this  cape  (which  was  called 
*'  Capo  Me  sari)   has   before  been  mentioned, 
"  and  its  longitude  is  20'"*  4  weft  from  San  Blas., 
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As  we  therefore  could  fee  nothing  of  Martin 
"  DE  Aguilar's  river  in  this  fécond  trial,"  adds 
Maurelle,  "  we  conclude  that  it  is  not  to  be 
"found,  for  we  rrtuO:  have  difcovered  it,  if  any 
"  fuch  river  Vv^as  on  this  part  of  the  coaft."  It  is 
difficult  to  conceive  how  Maurelle  could  look 
for  this  river  or  inlet  in  the  vicinity  of  45°  50'  of 
latitude,  fince  he  knew  by  the  account  which 
Torquemada  has  given  of  the  voyage  of  Vis- 
CAiNo,  that  it  mud  be  fituated  towards  43  de- 
grees *,  and  that  the  Spanifh  Charts  which  place 
it  more  to  the  northward,  do  not  carry  it  beyond 
44  ;  for,  undoubtedly,  we  fhall  not  believe,  with 
the  Spanifli  pilot,  that  it  is  probable  that  Aguilar 
may  have  committed  refpedling  this  latitude,  an 
error  of  two  or  three  degrees,  an  error  which  the 
imperfection  of  the  inftruments  in  ufe  at  the  time 
when  he  obferved,  could  not  excufe,  fmce  the  la- 
titudes given  by  the  navigators  cotemporaries  of 
ViscAiNof  and  Aguilar,  and  even  by  the  more 
ancient  voyagers,  fuch  as  Drake,  Cavendish, 
Olivier  Van-Noort,  Spilbergen,  Le  Maire 
and  ScHouTEN,  are  never  in  error  half  a  degree^ 
when  they  have  had  an  opportunity  of  obferving 
them. 

*  See  fa'rther  back,  page  xviii. 

-j-  It  has  been  feen  that  the  latitude  which  V'tfcaino  alTigned 
to  his  harbour  ç>ï  Mobile reyy  .Œ.ttxzà  from  the  true  latitude, 
only  by  about  two  minutes.    (Farther  back,  pagelx.  Note  *.) 
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After  a  ufelefs  fearch  for  Aguilar's  River  or 
Inlet  at  the  place  where  it  was  not  to  be  found. 
Ay  ALA  endeavoured  to  find  a  harbour  which  the 
Journal  diflinguifhes  by  the  name  of  Puerto  de 
San  Francisco,  and  which  is,  in  fa6l,  the  har- 
bour of  Francisco,  but  of  Francisco  Drake 
or  Sir  Francis  Drake.  The  name  of  the  En- 
fign  La  Bodega  was,  unblufhingly,  fubftituted  to 
that  of  Admiral  Drake,  and  even  to  that  of  St. 
Francis.  Mr.  Daines  Barrington  juftly  re- 
proaches the  Spaniards  with  having  thought  re- 
ligion interefted  in  fuppreffing  the  name  of  the 
brave  heretic^  who,  having  failed  from  a  port  in 
England  had  afcended  the  north-west  coaft 
of  America  to  a  latitude  which,  before  him,  no 
Spanifh  navigator  had  attempted  to  reach  :  but 
we  may  imagine  that  national  vanity  had  a  greater 
fliare  than  piety,  in  the  fubftitution  of  a  name 
which  the  impartial  geographer  will  not  allow 
himfelf  to  adopt.  The  pilot  Maurelle  place 
Sir  Francis  Drake's  harbour  in  the  latitude  of 
38'm8';  theEnglifh  Admiral  had  indicated  it  in 
38°  30'*,  and  an  error  of  12,  minutes  is  not  a 
confiderable  one  for  the  time  when  he  obfervedj 
and  for  the  inflruments  which  he  could  employ  in 
his  obfervations  :  I  fliall  add  that  this  error  which 

*  Maurelle  fays  that  the  Hlflory  of  California  places  this  har- 
bour in  38"  41'.  It  feems  to  mc  that  it  was  rather  in  Drake's 
voyage  that  he  ought  to  have  looked  for  this  latitude  :  and 
Fletcher  in  the  original  narrative j  makes  it  38"  30'. 
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îs  oniy  a  fifth  of  a  degree,  could  not  prevent  the 
Spaniards  from  recognifing  the  identity  of  Sir 
Francis  Drake's  Harbour,  Puerto  de  San 
Francisco  and  Puerto  de  la  Bodega  :  and  if 
the  fmall  difference  between  the  latitudes  could 
have  left  them  the  llightefî:  doubt,  the  fight  of  the 
country  and  of  its  inhabitants,  fuch  as  Drake 
has  defcribed  them,  fuch  as  the  Spaniards  have 
found  them  again,  mult  be  fufficient  to  difpel 
every  uncertainty. 

Admiral  Drake  had  negleded  to  impofe  names 
on  the  two  points  or  capes  which  form  the  en- 
trance of  his  harbour  :  the  Spaniards  have  re- 
paired this  forgetfulnefs  ;  the  north  cape  was  named 
PuNTA  DE  LAS  Arenas  (Sandy  Point)  and  the 
fouth  cape.  Capo  del  Cordon  (Girdle  Cape)  : 
this  latter  denomination  might  be  a  fort  of  refti- 
tution  made  to  St.  Francis  whom  they  had  ftrip- 
ped  of  his  harbour  ;  for  it  is  well  known  that,  in 
both  Old  and  New  Spain,  the  girdle  of  St. 
Francis  is  one  of  the  objects  recommended  to 
the  veneration,  I  had  almoft  faid  to  the  worfhip, 
of  the  faithful. 

The  Spaniards  quitted  Drake's  Harbour  on  the 
4th  of  October  :  on  the  7th,  they  anchored  in  that 
of  Monterey  ;  here  they  remained  to  recover 
their  fick  till  the  4th  of  November,  when  they 
again  put  to  fea,  and,  on  the  29th,  they  re-en- 
tered the  Port  of  San  Blas,  whence  they  had  failed 
two  hundred  and  fixty  days  before. 

This 
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Thîs  voyage  of  1775  had  been  more  fortunate,, 
and  more  ufeful  to  the  progrefs  of  geography, 
than  that  of  1770,  the  greateft  fuccefs  of  which, 
after  a  year's  refearches,  had  been  limited  to  find- 
ing again  the  harbour  of  Monterey  :  that  of  1775 
has  made  known  the  harbour  of  Trinidad,  in 
latitude  41°  7'  ;  Cape  Mesari,  in  43°  50'  ;  Cape 
Sant  Agustin,  in  55°  ;  Port  Bucarelli,  in  55° 
17';  Mount  San  Jacinto  and  Cape  Del  En- 
GANO5  in  57°  2';  GuAD/.LUPA  Bay,  in  57**  11' in 
its  north  part  ;  the  harbour  of  Los  Remedios,  in 
57""  18';  and  they  again  found  Sir  Francis 
Drake's  Harbour,  the  latitude  of  which  they 
fixed  at  38'  18'. 

But,  admitting  that  this  lafl  voyage  has  more 
advanced  the  difcovery  of  the  north- west  coafl 
of  America  than  that  of  1770,  we  are  forced  to 
confefs  that,  if  other  navigators  of  thefe  latter 
times  had  condaded  their  refearches  with  the  pru- 
dence and  circumfpeclion  which  the  Spaniards  em- 
ployed in  theirs,  our  knowledge  would  not  thence 
have  received  a  great  increafe.  When  a  coaft  is 
to  be  examined,  it  is  not  by  not  approachingyô  ;^é'^r 

noi  to  he  able  to  leave  it^  and  by  keeping  at  a  proper 
diftance^  and  only  having  a  view  of  it  frotn  day  to 
day^  that  a  navigator  can  hope  to  difcover  inlets, 
channels,  bays,  ho..  It  is  well  known  that,  at  a 
certain  diilance,  all  the  irregularities  muft  be  con- 
founded with  the  continuation  of  the  coaft,  and 
be  loft,  to  the  eye,  on  the  back-ground  of  the 
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high  lands  by  which  they  are  commanded.  But 
if,  on  the  one  hand,  we  per«eive,  in  perufmg 
Maurelle's  journal,  that  Ayala  feemedin  fome 
meafure  to  be  afraid  of  finding  what  he  was  look- 
ing for  ;  on  the  other,  we  are  frequently  tempted 
to  fufpecl  that,  if  his  refearches  led  him  to  find 
again  the  difcoveries  of  which  he  had  the  indica- 
tions, he  has  thought  that  it  was  prudent  not  to  re- 
move the  veil  which  covers  them.  Unfldlfulnefs, 
timidity,  concealment  :  whatever  may  be  the  caufe, 
no  matter  ;  for  to  us  the  efFedt  is  the  fame  *. 

It 

*  If  we  wifh  to  be  convinced  that  too  fevere  a  judgment  has 
not  been  formed  of  this  voyage  of  the  Spaniards,  it  is  fufficient 
to  follow  Don  y^yala  in  his  navigation,  when  he  afcends  the 
coaft,  and  afterwards  when  he  runs  it  down  :  it  will  be  feen 
that,  in  both  routes,  he  was  not  employed  in  feeking  the  an- 
cient difcoveries  of  which  he  had  the  indications. 

On  the  9th  of  June,  he  difcovered  the  harbour  of  Trinldac^t 
in  the  latitude  of  41°  7'. 

Upwards  of  a  month  after,  on  the  iith  of  July,  in  47 39'» 
he  at  length  got  near  enough  to  fee  the  land,  but  at  the  dijlancs 
of  twelve  leagues  :  he  perceived  capes,  iflots,  mountains  .covered 
whh  fnow  ;  and  the  only  difcovery  he  made,  was  a  fmail 
barren  ifland  which  he  names  IJla  de  los  Dolores. 

On  the  13th  of  the  fame  month,  he  anchors  on  the  coafl,  in 
47'»  21',  and  has  a  coniiid  with  the  natives. 

Oa  the  5th  of  Auguft,  in  56''  8  ,  he  has  fome  indications  of 
land. 

On  the  i6th,  he  is  in  fight  of  the  land,  and  difcovers  in  57**  2' 
Mount  San  J-'acinto,  Cape  Del  Engano^  and  Guadalupa  Bay, 
nearly  in  the  fame  parallel. 

Thus,  between  47**  40'  and  57'',  that  is  to  fay,  on  a  fpace 
which  occupies  9"  20',  or  upwards  of  186  leagues  in  latitude^ 
he  has  no  view  of  the  land. 
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It  appears  that  the  opinion  which  the  Spaniards 
had  formed  of  the  voyage  of  1775,  was  not  fo 

difad- 

In  57'  18',  he  diTcovers  the  harbour  of  Los  Remedios^  and 
thence,  lukhout fee'mg  the  coaft,  he  gets  as  high  as  the  58th  pa- 
rallel, the  Hmit  of  his  navigation  towards  the  north. 

Let  us  now  examine  his  route  from  fouth  to  north,  in  run- 
ning; down  the  coaft. 

o 

On  the  24th  of  Auguft,  in  jjç^  17',  he  difcovers  Port  Buca^ 
veUt  ;  hut  thç  Archipelago  of  the  Spaniards  {thws  mmed  hy  La 
Pérovfe)  between  56  and  55°  of  which  this  harbour  occupies 
the  fouthern  part,  was  not  perceived. 

During  the  fame  time,  he  fees  at  a  diflance  Cape  Sant  Agujltnf 
m  latitude  5;°. 

In  53''  54',  he  gets  fight  of  the  land,  but  he  fails  conftantly 
unde  of  it  eight  or  nine  leagues,  and  contents  himfelf  with  per- 
ceiving it  at  this  diltance. 

It  is  only  in  the  latitude  of  4.7"  3'  that  he  ftands  in  for  the 
coaft,  and  examines  it  minutely,  at  the  diftance  of  a  mile,  hui 
the  Journal  makes  no  mention  nf  qxjfhat  'was  dif covered  in  this  pa^ 
ralleL 

Prtfently  he  again  lofes  fight  of  the  coaft,  and  approaches 
it  again  only  in  45°  27',  in  order  to  make  in  the  vicinity  of 
this  parallel,  a  ufelefs  fearch  <  fter  Aguilar^s  Inlet,  which  the  ac- 
counts indicate  in43°&c.  &c. 

Thus,  the  interval  comprifed  between  the  55th  and  the  47th 
parallels,  was  not  examined  more  in  running  down  the  coaft, 
than  it  had  been  in  afcending  it. 

It  is,  however,  between  thefe  two  parallels  that  were  indi- 
cated the  difcoveries  of  Fuente  and  thofe  of  Fuca  :  and  if 
Ayala,  favoured  by  the  North  winds,  as  he  was  conftantly  on 
iiis  return  from  the  northern  parts,  had  employed  a  little  per- 
feverance  in  feeking  for  the  ancient  difcoveries  of  his  nation, 
it  is  probable  that  he  would  not  have  left  to  others  the  merit  of 
finding  them  again. 

Tnfaâi,  if,  in  leaving  his  Cape  Sant  Agifiin,  he  had  followed 
this  long  coaft  which  trended  to  the  eaft,  it  would  have  led 
tim  Into  the  channel  that  feparates  from  the  continent  a  group 
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dîfadvantageous  as  that  which  mufl  have  been  given 
us  of  it  by  the  journal  of  Antonio  Maurelle  ;  for 


of  large  iflands  which  La  Péroufe,  in  1786,  difcovered,  towards 
the'offing,  and  which  Captain  Dixon  who  vifited  them  on  the 
fame  fide,  the  following  year,  has  named  ^een  Charlotte's 
Iflands  :  in  ranging  along  the  coaft  of  the  continent,  he  would 
have  met  with  Fuente's  Archipelago  of  San  Lazaro,  found 
again  by  La  Péroufe^  and  vifited  fubfequently  by  the  Englifh 
and  the  Americans  belonging  to  the  United  States,  which 
the  account  of  the  Spanifli  admiral  indicated  between  the  la- 
titude of  53  and  52^  :  lower  down,  he  would  have  met  with 
Nootka  Sound  which  Cook  difcovered  in  1778,  in  49"  36': 
lower  Hill,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  48  th  parallel,  he  would  have 
found  again  Fuca's  Inlet  which  has  not  efcaped  the  refearches 
of  the  Englifh  navigators. 

On  the  other  hand,  if,  when,  in  the  latitude  of  about  54^,  he 
perceived  a  land,  which  is  the  north-weft  part  of  ^een  Char- 
lotte* ^  Iflands,  inftead  of  keeping  conftantly  at  eight  or  nine 
leagues*  diftance  from  it,  he  had  approached  it,  and  had  exa- 
mined it  as  clofely  as  the  northerly  wind  enabled  him,  by  rang- 
ing along  it,  he  would  have  arrived  at  the  fouthern  extremity  of 
the  group;  then  hauling  to  the  eaftward  between  52  and  53', 
in  order  to  fetch  the  continent,  as  La  Peroufe  did,  he  would 
alfo,  by  this  other  route,  have  found  again  the  Archipelago  of 
San  La%aro  ;  and  in  running  down  the  coaft,  difcovered  Nootkay 
and  lower,  Fuca\  Inlet. 

I  fliall  add  that  if,  conformably  to  his  inftru6lions,  he  had 
had  the  perfeverance,  during  the  month  of  Auguft,  to  pufli  his 
refearches  as  far  as  the  65th  parallel,  perhaps  he  would  have 
anticipated  Captain  Cook  in  the  furvey  of  Prince  William's, 
Sound,  Cook's  River,  the  Peninfula  of  Alajha,  the  long  chain 
of  the  Alentian  Iflands  &c.  difcovered  more  anciently  by  the 
Ruffians,  who,  in  this  part  of  North  America  (the  extenfion  of 
the  Spanifti  poffeffions)  have  found  means  to  form  fettle- 
ments,  either  fixed  or  temporary,  calculated  for  facilitating 
their  great  fur-trade  with  the  empire  of  China. 
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the  Viceroy  Bucarelli,  fatisfied,  no  doubt,  with 
the  fuccefs  of  this  expedition,  employed  himfelf, 
as  early  as  1777,  about  anew  voyage  the  projed 
of  which  was  not  realized  till  1779,  and  in  which 
he  purpofed  to  caufe  the  north-west  coaft  of 
America  to  be  examined,  beginning  from  the 
58th  degree  of  latitude,  andafcending  as  far  as  the 
feventieth.    If  the  refearches  were  to  begin  only  in 
58",  it  is  that  probably  the  Viceroy  was  convinced 
that,  below  this  parallel,  the  labours  of  Ayala, 
feconded  by  his  pilot  Maurelle,  who,  in  the 
voyage  of  1775,  had  gone  as  high  as  that  latitude, 
could  have  left  nothing  to  do  for  the  fequel  between 
the  two  extreme  parallels  which  his  courfe  had  em- 
braced.   It  may  be  fuppofed  that  Don  Antonio 
Maria  Bucarelli  y  Ursua  was  ignorant  that, 
as  far  back  as  1778,  this  furvey  had  been  made  by 
an  EngUfhman,  James  Cook,  whofe  difcoveries, 
on  his  return,  had  been  publifhed  without  referve  : 
for  if,  as  we  are  authorized  to  think,  the  objeft  of 
the  viceroy  was  only  to   caufe  the  fhips  of  his 
Catholic  Majefty  to  take  another  view,  by  the  way, 
of  fome  capes  on  the  north-west  coaft,  and  to 
caufe  them  to  anchor  in  fome  harbours,  in  order 
to  infure  to  Spain  the  exclufive  poffeffion  of  that 
immenfe  coaft,  the  knowledge  of  the  prior  voyage 
of  Captain  Cook  might  have  given  him  the  rather 
well-founded  apprehenfion,  that  the  Englifti,  who 
had  over  the  Spaniards  the  priority  of  difcovery, 
would  alfo  fome  day  claim  the  priority  of  pofTeflion  : 
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bide  helium.  Be  this  as  it  may,  he  ordered  two 
frigates,  the  Pr'mcefa  and  the  ^erida  to  be 
equipped  in  the  Port  of  San  Blas  :  the  com- 
mand of  the  expedition  was  intruded  to  Don  Ig- 
nacio Arteaga  ;  and  the  fécond  frigate  was 
commanded  by  Don  Juan  Francisco  de  la  Bo- 
dega Y  Quadra,  who  had  been  employed  under 
the  orders  of  Ayala  in  the  voyage  of  1775,  and 
who  took  for  his  fécond  captain  Don  Francisco 
Antonio  Maurelle,  then  Enfign  of  a  frigate, 
who  has  written  the  account  of  this  new  voyage, 
as  he  had  written  that  of  the  preceding  *. 

To  preferve  chronological  order,  I  ought  to  have 
placed  this  voyage  of  17-9  before  that  of  Captain 
Cook,  to  whom  Europe  owes  the  real  difcovery 
of  the  NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  America  in  1778  ; 
but  the  order  of  time  may  give  way  for  a  moment 
to  hiftorical  connexion  which  will  be  the  more 
ftriking,  if  the  reader  have  perufed  fucceffively  all 
the  expeditions  which  were  made  about  the  fame 
time  from  the  ports  of  the  coaft  of  Mexico 
fituated  on  the  Great  Ocean. 

*  I  have  taken  the  following  extraft  of  the  voyage  of  1 779, 
from  a  Spanifh  manufcript,  the  work  of  Maurelle,  which  La 
Pêroufe  procured  at  ManUlat  and  which  he  annexed  to  a  part  of 
his  own  journal  and  to  his  difpatches  dated  from  Awatjka  (St, 
Peter  and  St.  Paul  oi  Kamtfchatka)  September  1787.  His 
packets  were  brought  to  France  bj  young  Lejfeps,  employed  in 
the  expedition,  in  the  capacity  of  interpreter  for  the  Ruffian 
language,  who  performed  tlie  journey  by  land  from  Awatjka  to 
Paris. 
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Arte  AG  A,  fet  fall  on  the  iith  of  Fi^bruary 
1779,  from  the  port  of  San  Blas,  in  the  latitude 
of  22^  north. 

Maurelle's  journal  contains  no  particular 
worthy  of  being  remarked  till  the  3d  of  May, 
when  the  two  frigates  anchored  in  the  harbour  or 
rather  in  the  vafl  Bay  of  Bucarelli,  in  latitude 
55°  17',  which  had  been  difcovered  by  Ayala  in 
the  voyage  of  1775  *. 

The  Commandant  caufed  a  complete  furvey  to 
be  made  of  this  fort  of  gulf,  v  Lich  runs  upwards 
of  eight  leagues  inland,  contains  feveral  large 
iflands,  and  prefents  on  its  circumference  eleven 
fine  harbours  where  fliips  may  anchor  with  fafety  : 
Maurelle  fays  that  he  does  not  know  a  fingle 
port  in  all  Europe  that  could  be  preferred  to  that 
of  Santa  Cruz,  in  which  the  frigates  anchored: 
it  is  fituated  at  (he  entrance  of  the  gulf  on  its  eafl: 
coaft. 

The  Spaniards  had  a  communication  and  traded 
with  the  inhabitants,  of  which  the  Journal  gives  a 
fomewhat  particular  defcription  I,  whence  it  may  be 
conceived  that  thefe  Americans  differ  little,  in 
their  perfon,  their  drefs,  their  manners,  and  their 
cufloms,  fiom  thofe  of  the  other  parts  of  the 

*  See  arther  back,  page  Ixxi^  The  entrance  of  this  bay  is 
fi.uated,  according  to  the  determinations  of  La  Peroti/e,  in 
'cibout  1 36  15'  weft  fiom  Paris,  and  the  latitude  of  the  entrance 
is,  according  to  the  plan  of  the  Spaniards,  55'  15'. 

"(•It  has  been  feen  that,  in  the  voyage  of  1775,  the  Spaniards 
had  not  perceived  any  inhabitant  in  Port  Bucarelli.  (  Farthev 
kack,  pagelxxi.) 
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ccafl:.  With  whom  the  accounts  of  the  Englifh 
voyages  have  brought  us  acquainted. 

On  quitting  the  Port  of  Santa  Cruz,  on  the 
15th  of  June,  Arti-aga  gained  that  of  Sant 
Antonio  fituated  on  the  weftcoafl  of  the  entrance 
of  the  gulf,  to  the  north-weft  of  the  former  ;  and, 
on  the  ift  of  July,  he  fet  fail  in  order  to  proceed 
to  the  northern  parts  of  the  coaft. 

On  the  1 6th,  he  got  fight  of  Beering's  Mount 
Sr.  Elias,  which  he  reckoned  to  be  fituated  in 
the  latitude  of  59^  53',  and  which  Captain  Cook 
places  in  60°  27'  *. 

On  the  1 8th,  he  difcovered  a  gulf  ten  leagues 
in  depth,  to  the  weftward  of  Cape  St.  Elias  t- 

While  the  Spaniards  were  employed  in  making 
a  furvey  of  this  gulf,  feme  American  Indians,  who 

•  It  appears,  from  what  is  faid  in  the  Journal,  that  the  Spa  - 
niards  fteered  by  a  Chart  of  the  French  hydrographer  Bellhiy 
publifhed  in  1766,  under  the  title  of  Carte  réduite  de  l'Océan 
Septentrional  fow^m  entre  l'Asie  et  L*AMERiQ\JEf fuivant 
les  découvertes  faites  par  les  Riijfes,  and  which  makes  a  part  of 
the  2nd  volume  of  the  Hydrographie  Françaife^  under  the  No. 
'99.  This  chart  is  defe6live  in  every  point  :  it  is  a  caricature, 
fuch  as  might  have  been  ma^  e  in  placing  and  delineating  the 
northern  coails  of  America  and  Afia  according  to  the  voyages  of 
the  Ruffians,  the  accounts  of  which  had  been  publifhed  by 
ler.  It  may  be  faid  that  this  is  a  Lojfack  chart,  the  firft  adven- 
turers who,  under  the  direction  of  Beering,  difcovered  the 
north-ivejt  coaft  oî  /merica }  but  it  is  not  proved  that  the 
voyage  of  ! 779  might  have  given  us  one  more  exadt.  i^See 
farther  on,  page  xc  at  the  end  of  the  Note   .  ) 

f  This  muft  be  Prince  Wi}liam\  Sound,  difçovercd  the  pre- 
ceding ye^r  by  Captain  Cqoki  and  before  by  the  Ruffians. 
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had  come  m  canoes,  prevailed  on  them  to  anchor 
in  a  fmall  harbour  fituated  in  the  latitude  of  6o* 
13',  to  which  Arteaga  gave  the  name  of  Port 
DE  Sant  Yago  *.  The  ftru£lure  of  the  canoes 
was  remarkable  :  it  confided  of  a  frame,  fomewhat 
fimilar  to  that  of  our  European  boats,  and  fimply 
covered  with  fkins  which  anfwer  the  purpofe  of 
planks.  It  is  feen  in  the  accounts  of  the  more 
recent  voyages,  that  canoes  of  this  fort  are  pecu^ 
liar  to  the  northern  parts  of  the  coaft.  The  ar- 
rows of  the  natives  of  Port  Sant  Yago  are  armed 
with  points  of  copper  ;  and  the  Spaniards  were 
perfuaded  that  the  land  of  America,  in  thefe 
high  latitudes,  muft  contain  mines  of  this  metal. 
This  opinion  is  not  void  of  foundation  ;  for  we  fee 
that  in  Europe,  in  a  latitude  little  different,  Swe- 
den pDifelTes  mines  as  rich  from  the  abundance  as 
from  the  excellent  quality  of  the  copper. 

Arteaga  quitted  Port  Sant  Yago  on  the 
28th  of  July,  in  order  to  proceed  to  a  point  of  land 
v/hich  he  difcovered  at  eleven  leagues'  diftance  to 
the  fouth-weft  a  few  degrees  fouth  of  his  anchor- 
age t'  I^^s  intention  was  to  keep  in  fight  of  the 
land  ;  but  the  mifl  and  the  rain  did  not  allow  hiiu 
to  diilinguifh  it, 

*  This,  to  judge  from  its  latitude,  mufl  be  the  fmall  harbour 
fituated  to  the  northward  of  CooPs  Cape  Hinchinbrook, 

f  This  Point  could  be  no  other  than  one  of  thofe  of  CooPs 
Montagu  Illands. 


On 
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On  the  31  ft,  after  having  contînued  lying  to 
during  the  two  preceding  days,  he  difcovered,  at  a 
fmall  diftance  from  the  frigates,  a  group  of  iflands 
extending  from  fouth-fouth-weft  to  fouth-fouth- 
eaft.  He  came  to  an  anchor,  on  the  ifl:  of  Auguft, 
to  the  fouthward  of  one  of  thefe  iflands,  which  the 
journal  places  in  the  latitude  of  59°  8',  by  obfer- 
vation  :  it  was  found  inhabited,  and  received  the 
name  of  IsLA  Dc  Regla  *.  From  the  anchorage 
was  difcovered,  when  the  weather  was  clear,  to 
the  north- weft  yo^  weft,  and  at  the  diftance  of  up- 
wards of  twenty  leagues,  a  volcano  mountain, 
which  was  fuppofed  to  be  loftier  than  the  Peak  of 
Teneriffe,  and  which  was  entirely  covered  with 
fnow  :  near  this,  to  the  weft-north-weft  8°  weft, 
and  at  fifteen  leagues'  diftance,  was  remarked  an- 
other of  great  elevation,  on  which  was  feen  no 
fnow  ;  and  to  the  weft-fouth-weft,  thirteen  leagues 
olF,  tv/o  others  on  which  the  fnow  was  ftill  re- 
maining f» 

It  is  mentioned  in  Maurelle's  journal,  that, 
from  Cape  St.  Elias  as  far  as  the  Ifland  of  Regla, 

*  According  to  the  latitude  obferved  by  Maurelle,  thefe 
iflands  muft  be  the  group  of  Cook's  Barren  Iflands,  fituated  at 
the  entrauce  of  CooPs  River,  between  Cape  EU%abeth  and 
Point  Banks. 

f  This  volcano  mountain  and  the  other  mountains  fituated 
in  the  fame  quarter,  are  the  volcano  and  the  mountains  which 
are  laid  down  on  Cookh  Chart,  on  the  weft  coaft  of  the  entrance 
of  Cook\  River.  {See  his  3d  voyage,  Plate  44.  vol.  ii.  page 
3530 
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he  took,  with  the  moft  fcrupulous  exaftnefs,  bear- 
ings of  the  iflands,  capes,  bays,  &c.  which  the 
frigates  might  have  feen  ;  but  that  too  frequently 
contrary  winds,  and  currents  almoft  habitual  and 
only  variable  in  their  diredion,  drove  them  off  the 
coaft,  and  did  not  permit  them  to  calculate  the 
route  with  precifion*  ;  which  did  not  prevent 
Maurelle  from  conftrufting  an  accurate  Chart 
of  the  part  of  the  coaft  comprifed  between  Cape 
St.  Elias  and  the  Ifland  of  Regla. 

It  is  at  this  Ifland  of  Regla,  in  the  latitude  of 
Jijty  nine  degrees,  that  the  Spaniards  terminated 
the  grand  expedition  of  1779,  in  which  they  were 
to  pulh  their  difcoveries  to  the  northward  as  far 
as  the  feventieth  parallel,  They  quitted  it  on  the 
7th  of  Augufl:  i  and  on  the  27th  of  September, 
the  two  frigates  were  moored  in  the  Port  bf  San 
Blas,  whence  they  had  failed  feven  months  and 
a  half  before,  and  where  they  might  have  re- 
mained, without  our  knowledge  in  geography 
having  fuftained  any  lofs  by  their  inaélion.  If  the 
notions  which  the  Spaniards  rpay  have  acquired  in 
this  refped,  are  not  more  extenfive  than  thofg 
which  we  have  been  permitted  to  gather  from  an 
undigefted  and  mutilated  journal,  it  may  be  faid 

*  We  fee  that,  in  1779,  the  Spaniards  were  ftill  reduced  to 
truft  to  the  dead  reckoning,  and  already  for  ten  years  paft,  the 
French  and  theEngHfh  determined  the  longitudes  at  fea,  either 
by  the  help  of  aftronomical  clocks  or  time-keepers,  or  by  the 
pbfervation  of  the  moon's  diftance  from  the  fun  ^nd  ftars  ! 

3  '  that^ 
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that,  in  this  voyage,  as  in  feveral  others,  they  have 
confumed  much  time  and  been  at  a  great  expenfe, 
in  order  to  perform  very  httle  work  ;  but  if  they 
meant  only  to  appear  to  fay  fomething,  only  to 
perfuade  other  nations  that  they  had  faid  every 
thing,  their  conceahnent  will  not  attain  its  end  ; 
and  a  day  will  come  when  others  will  be  able  to 
inform  them,  and  perhaps  better  than  they  know 
it,  of  what  they  now  take  fo  much  pains  to  con- 
ceal *. 

Fortu- 

*  I  extraâ;  from  a  letter  which  La  Pcrotife  wrote  me  from 
Anvatjha  on  the  loth  of  September  1787,  what  he  mentioned 
to  me  on  the  fubjeâ:  of  the  expedition  of  the  Spaniards  in 
1779  j  w^ll  there  be  feen  what  opinion  he  had  of  this  voy- 
age, and  of  the  chart  which  had  been  conftruded  of  the  part 
of  the  coafl  which  Arteaga  had  examined  :  this  is  the  opinion 
which  he  had  imbibed  at  Manilla  in  his  converfations  with 
the  Spanifh  officers. 

"  I  procured  at  Manilla,^*  fays  he,  *'  the  Journal  of  the 
**  voyage  which  the  Spanifh  Pilot,  the  famous  Y)o\\  Francifco 
*<  Antonio  Maurelle»  made,  in  that  capacity,  to  the  north  iveji 
"  coaft  of  America.  Thus,  by  adding  this  journal  to  that  of 
**  the  firft  voyage  of  the  Spaniards  to  that  quarter,  which  Mr. 
**  Barrington  has  publifhed  in  his  /l-ijcellanies,  and  an  extract  of 
*^  which  is  tranflated  in  the  notes  that  you  had  the  goodnefs 
**  to  colleél  for  my  inftruftion,  we  (hall  have  all  Maurelle^ s  Se- 
**  crets.    I  left  that  navigator  at  Manilla,  commandir.g  one  oF 

the  fhips  of  the  new  company  deftined  to  make  a  coafting 

voyage  from  Cavita  to  Lanton.  I  fend  you  a  very  minute 
"  plan  of  Port  Bucarelli  and  of  the  neighbouring  iflands,  which 
"  I  obtained  at  Manilla  *.  The  Spaniards  in  their  fécond 
"  voyage  (ihatof  1779)  penetrated  as  far  as  Prince  William'' ià 


*  This  Plan  will  be  iqfei  ted  in  the  y^r/aj  which  is  to  accompany  the 
^iccount  01  La  Ptrauje'^  voyage. 

Sound, 
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Fortunately,  we  are  come  to  the  period  when 
other  nations  lay  hold  of  the  difcoveries  to  be 
made  on  the  north  west  coafl:  of  America; 
and  we  have  now  only  to  confult  journals  in  which 
the  veracity  of  the  hiflorian  equals  the  fkill  of  the 
navigator. 

The  inutility  of  the  attempts  repeated,  for  up- 
wards of  two  centuries  pad:,  by  the  Dutch,  the 
Danes,  and  particularly  the  Enghfli,  for  finding  on 
the  fide  of  Europe,  by  the  north-east,  and 
on  the  fide  of  America,  by  the  northwest,  a 
paflage  into  the  feas  of  Asia,  and  a  fhorter  route 
than  that  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  that  of 
Cape  Horn,  has  not  hitherto  been  able  to  make 
the  Britifh  nation  abandon  the  hope  of  one  day 
feeing  realized  a  proje6l  to  which,  at  all  times,  it 
attached  the  higheft  importance  :  and  it  was  for 
the  purpofe  of  renewing  thefe  attempts,  that,  in 
17735  Captain  Phipps,  the  late  Lord  Mulgrave, 
was  fent  with  two  (hips  to  Spitzbergen,  in  order 
to  examine  the  part  of  the  Frozen  Arctic 
Ocean  comprifed  between  that  iiland  and  Ame- 
rica ;  but  the  ice  oppofed  all  examination  in  the 


"  Sound,  and  thinking  themfelves  on  the  coaft  of  Kamtfchathay 
they  were,  every  inftant,  afraid  of  being  attacked  by  the 

*»  Ruffians.  I  will  not  fend  you  their  general  Charts  becaufe, 
in  fa6l,  it  ivould  rather  do  more  harm  than  good  to  the  progrefs 

"  of  geography.    Was  it  their  intention  to  deceive  us  ?  Or 

"  rather,  have  they  not  deceived  themfelves?  Be  this  as  it 
may,  they  faw  the  land  only  near  Port  Bucarellij  and  at 

<<  the  entrance  of  Prince  fVilliam^s  Sound," 

vicinity 
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vicinity  of  the  Sift  parallel,  which  it  did  not  per- 
mit him  to  reach  ;  he  was  flopped,  on  the  27th  of 
July,  in  the  latitude  of  80°  48'.  It  was  known, 
on  the  othef  hand  that,  as  far  back  as  the  year 
T540,  Spain  had  caufed  different  parts  of  the 
NORTH-WEST  coafl  of  AMERICA  to  be  vifited,  in 
order  to  afcertain  whether  it  would  not  be  poffible 
by  the  wefl,  to  difcover,  acrofs  the  northern 
parts  of  that  continent,  fome  palTage  which  might 
have  efcaped  the  refearches  made,  on  the  eafl 
fide,  by  Hudson's  Bay  and  that  of  Baffin.  It 
was  known  too  that,  from  1728,  Russia  had,  in 
the  fame  view,  directed  feveral  expeditions,  from 
Kamtschatka  towards  the  parts  of  West 
America  the  highefl  in  latitude.  But  it  was  per- 
mitted to  fuppofe  that  Coronabo,  Cabrillo, 
Fuca,  Viscaino,  Aguilar,  and  Admiral  de 
FuENTE,  difpatched  by  the  governors  of  Mexico 
and  the  adventurers  and  CoiTacks,  encouraged  by 
Russia,  had  neither  the  knowledge  nor  the  ex- 
perience that  could  infure  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  a  re- 
fearch,  and  fix  an  opinion  refpeding  what  it  was 
thence  allowable  to  hope.  Befides,  the  accounts 
of  the  Ruffians  were  very  imperfed  and  deflitute 
of  obfervations  ;  and  thofe  of  the  Spaniards,  in 
which,  as  I  have  faid,  truth,  moft  frequently, 
is  blended  with  fidion,  could  not  infpire  any 
confidence  :  even  fome  of  the  latter  were  reputed 
apochryphal. 

In 
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In  this  ftate  of  uncertainty,  which  Spain  alone 
perhaps  did  not  (hare,  if,  as  may  be  believed,  fhe 
has  made,  at  different  times,  expeditions  of  which 
we  have  no  knowledge,  in  this  ftate,  I  fay,  the 
Britifli  government  who,  for  fome  years  paft,  had 
difpatched  feveral  fnips  to  vifit  minutely  the 
Great  Ocean  between  America  and  Asia, 
till  then  very  imperfedly  known,  judged  that 
Captain  Cook,  already  defervedly  celebrated  by 
two  voyages  round  the  world  by  two  different 
routes,  and  by  a  navigation  through  the  ice  of 
the  Auftral  pole,  v/hich  no  navigator  before  him 
had  attempted  to  approach,  might  employ,  with 
fuccefs,  on  the  north-west  coaft  of  America, 
and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Ardic  Circle,  thofe 
fuperior  talents,  that  indefatigable  a6tivity,  that 
unexampled  perfeverance  of  which  he  had  given 
fuch  diftinguifhed  and  repeated  proofs,  in  the 
furvey  which  he  had  made  of  the  eaft  coaft  of  New 
Holland,  till  then  unknown,  of  the  two  Ifiands 
of  New  Zealand,  of  which,  in  1643,  -^^el 
Tasman  had  difcovered  but  a  fmall  portion;  of 
New  Caledonia,  of  the  exiftence  of  which  we 
were  ignorant,  of  Quiros's  Terra  Australis 
DEL  EspiRiTU  Santo,  which  Bougainville  had 
found  again  in  1768,  and  the  difcovery  of  which 
Cook  completed  ;  and  in  his  fearch  of  a  Southern 
Continent,  where  he  feemed  to  become  greater  in 
proportion  as  difficulties  and  dangers  of  every  kind 
appeared  to  iiicreafe  and  multiply  around  him. 

Cook 
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Cook  was  therefore  defllned,  in  1776,  to  go, 
with  two  fliips  one  of  which  was  commanded  by 
Captain  Clerke,  to  folve  the  grand  and  endlefs 
queftion  of  the  North-west  Paflage.  But  he 
began  by  accompHfhing  other  objeéls  of  his  In- 
flruélions,  and  did  not  reach  the  well  coafl  of 
North  America  till  the  beginning  of  March 
J778*:  and  wifliing,  in  fome  meafure,  to  revive 
the  ancient  title  of  property,  or  rather  the  preten- 
fion  of  Great  Britain  îo  the  property  of  a  por- 
tion of  this  coaft,  he  made  the  land,  on  the  7th  of 
that  month,  in  the  latitude  of  44°,  on  New  Al- 
bion, of  which,  in  1578,  Admiral  Drake  had 
taken  poffeffion  in  the  name  of  Elizabeth. 
Thwarted  by  the  winds,  he  could  only  diftinguiOi 
a  few  capes  or  points  of  land,  on  one  of  which  he 
impofed  the  name  of  Cape  Gkegor  y,  on  another, 
that  of  Cape  Perpétua,  from  the  days  on  which 
he  firft  got  fight  of  them  being  diftinguhhed  by 
thofe  names  in  the  calendar,  and  a  third,  he 
called  Cape  Fou  l  we  at  he  :  the  fird  of  the 
three.  Cape  Grî-gory  which  Cook  places  in  43^^ 
10',  appears  to  be  I^I  art  IN  de  Aguilar^s  Capo 
Blanco,  fo  called  by  him  in  1603.  Conftantly 
driven  pff  the  coail  by  the  winds,  he  once  mor« 
loO:  fight  of  it,  and  did  not  get  hold  of  it  again  till 
he  reached  the  latitude  of  48  ',  where  he  could  dill 

*  See  Coop  s  Third  Voyage  ^  vol,  n. 

perceive, 
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perceive,  but  at  a  diftance,  in  48°  1 5',  a  cape 
which  he  named  Cape  Flattery. 

At  lengthy  after  having  again  ftruggled  for  a 
long  time  againft  contrary  winds,  Cook  ran  in 
for  the  land,  on  the  29th  of  March,  in  the  latitude 
of  49°  36',  and  anchored  in  a  bay  which  he  called 
NooTKA  Sound,  from  the  name  of  Nootka 
which  it  receives  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
try *.  It  is  this  fame  Nootka  the  property  of 
which,  in  1790,  Spain  claimed  as  an  integral  part 
of  her  American  dominions. 

Cook  remained  there  till  the  26th  of  April. 
He  was  not  more  favoured  by  the  winds  on  quit- 
ting this  harbour  than  he  had  been  before  he  dif- 
covered  it  ;  and  the  obftacles  which  he  met  with 
above  the,  50th  parallel,  carried  his  route  at  fo 
great  a  diftance  from  the  coafl,  that  he  could  not 
acquire  any  knowledge  of  it  till  he  had  reached  the 
latitude  of  55°  id.  On  the  2d  of  May,  in  this 
parallel,  he  faw  the  land  fix  leagues  diftant. 
Being  arrived  at  57°  4  or  5',  he  perceived,  at  the 
diftance  of  five  or  fix  leagues,  a  remarkable 
mountain  which  he  called  Mount  Edgecumbe, 

*  It  had  at  firil  received  from  Cool  the  name  of  King  George's 
Sound  ;  but  that  of  Nootha^  which  is  its  proper  name,  has  pre- 
vailed, and  with  reafon  :  the  King  George  oî  the  Enghfti  would 
already  have  been  difpoffefled  by  the  San  Loren%o  of  the 
Spanifh,  which  they  have  fubftituted  to  tlie  former  ;  but  it 
muft  be  hoped  that  the  latter  will  fome  day  condefcend  to 
call  Nootka  by  its  name. 

and 
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and  the  point  of  land  that  fhoots  out  from  it 
Cape  Edgecumbe:  this  is  the  Monte  San  Ja- 
cinto, and  the  Capo  del  Engano  of  the  Spa- 
niards in  1775.  To  the  fouthward  of  this  cape, 
is  the  bay  which  Ayala  named  Baya  de  Gua- 
DALUPA  ;  and  to  the  northward,  Cook  perceived 
another  bay  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Bay 
OF  Islands,  and  which  is  the  Puerto  de  jlos 
R£MEDios  of  1775.  Cook  fufpe6led  that  thefe 
two  bays  might  communicate  by  one  of  the  arms 
of  the  former  which  turns  to  the  fouth  ;  and,  in 
this  fuppofition,  his  mountain  and  his  Cape 
Edgecumbe  mufl:  belong  to  an  ifland  ;  Captain 
PoRTLocK  who,  fublequently  to  Cook,  has  vi- 
fited  this  quarter  mod  minutely,  has  difcovered, 
that  this  great  navigator,  without  putting  in  there, 
formed  a  corredl  opinion  of  the  difpofition  of  the 
lands. 

Towards  the  latitude  of  58%  Cook  difcovered 
an  inlet  and  a  cape,  which  he  named  Cross  Sound 
and  Cross  Cape,  from  the  name  given  by  the 
Englifh  calendar  to  the  3d  of  May,  the  day  of  this 
difcovery.  About  two-thirds  of  a  degree  more  to 
the  northward,  he  perceived  a  point  of  land, 
ftretching  out  into  the  Tea,  and  commanded  by  a 
high,  peaked  mountain  :  this  point  received  the 
name  of  Mount  Fair  Weather.  From  the 
58th  parallel,  the  difcoveries  of  Captain  Cook  are 
blended  with  thofe  of  the  Ruffian  navigators,  who, 
from  the  advantageous  pofition  of  the  points  of 

their' 
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their  departure,  the  river  of  Kamtschatka,  and 
the  harbour  of  Petropawlowska,  were  enabled 
to  anticipate  all  the  Europeans  in  the  difcovery  of 
the  mod  northern  parts  of  West  America. 
But  if  the  Ruffians  can,  defervedly,  claim  the  pri- 
ority of  the  difcovery,  no  one  will  withhold  from 
Captain  Cook  the  glory  and  the  merit  of  having 
been  the  firil  to  determine  the  true  fituation  of 
this  part  of  the  New  World,  of  having  fixed  the 
diftance  of  the  two  continents,  and  their  refped- 
ive  extent,  to  the  eaft  for  Asia,  to  the  weft  for 
North  America,  and,  by  his  refearches  and 
obfervations,  of  having  opened  a  career  to  the  na- 
vigators of  the  European  nations  who  fhould  be 
defirous  in  the  fequel  of  attaching  themfelves  to 
the  new  branch  which  the  difcoverv  of  thefe  coafts 
prefents  to  the  fpeculations  and  enterprifes  of 
commerce. 

In  afcending  towards  the  north-weft,  Cook  made 
Beering's  Mount  St.  Elias,  towards  the  latitude 
of  60^  30'.  He  anchored  in  a  large  bay  which  he 
named  Prince  William's  Sound,  and  thence, 
fteering  again  to  the  fouth-weft,  he  difcovered  and 
afcended  a  river,  on  which,  after  his  death,  the 
gratitude  of  his  nation  impofed  the  name  of  Cook's 
River.  He  then  coaftcd  the  eaft  ftiore  of  the 
Peninfula  of  Ai>  a  ska,  and  touched  at  the  Ifland  of 
Ounalaska,  which  is  feparated  from  the  fouth- 
weft  point  of  the  peninfula  only  by  the  Ifland  of 
OuNiMAK  :  thefe  two  iflands  are  the  neareft  to 

the 


INTRODUCTIOtT. 


xcvii 


the  continent,  and  the  moft  eaftern  of  that  archi- 
pelago, or  long  chain  of  iflands  of  various  fizes, 
which  extends  from  eaft  to  well,  on  a  line  bending 
towards  the  fouth,  to  within  three  hundred  and 
fifty  leagues  of  the  main  land,  if  we  confider 
Beering's  Ifland  as  the  extremity  of  the  chain. 
That  archipelago,  known  by  the  colleftive  name 
of  the  Aleutian  Iflands,  forms  with  the  north- 
west coafl  of  America,  and  the  north-east 
coafl:  of  Asia,  a  vaft  bafm  of  about  twelve  hun- 
dred leagues  in  circuit,  which  communicates, 
towards  the  fouth,  with  the  Great  Boreal 
OcEANj  by  as  many  ftraits  as  the  iflands  form 
channels  between  them  ;  atld  towards  the  north, 
under  the  66th  parallel,  with  the  Arctic  Frozen 
Ocean,  by  Beering's  Strait  alone, 

I  fhall  fuffer  Captain  Cook  to  extend  his  courfe 
into  the  North  or  Beering's  Basin,  and  there 
make,  alternately,  the  coaft  of  America  and  that 
of  Asia  ;  it  is  fufficient  for  us  to  know  that  he 
firft  vifited  a  part  of  the  former,  and  then  fol- 
lowed in  its  outline,  a  large  bay  which  he  named 
Bristol  Bay;  that,  thence,  (landing  towards  the 
middle  of  the  Basin,  he  faw  the  Matweïa  Ifland 
of  the  Ruflians  which  he  called  Gore's  Ifland, 
from  the  name  of  his  firfl  lieutenant,  who  became 
commander  in  chief  after  his  death  and  that  of 
Captain  Clerke  ;  and  that  more  to  the  north- 
ward, he  diitinguiflied  the  iflands  named  after  the 
Ruflian   Lieutenant    Synd,   which   he  called 
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Clerke's  Iflands*.  To  the  eaft-north-eafl  of' 
thefe  iflands,  on  the  continent  of  America,  he  dif- 
covered  Norton  Sound  :  he  then  pafled  Beer-- 
ing's  Strait,  and  advanced  into  the  Arctic 
Frozen  Ocean,  following  the  coaft  of  the  fame 
continent,  and  inceflantly  ftruggling  againfl:  dan- 
gers, fhoals,  and  floating  mountains  of  ice,  as  far 
as  the  parallel  of  70*^  44',  which  he  reached  on 
the  i8di  of  Auguil.  Here,  a  fea  which  is  na 
longer  liquid,  a  plain  of  ice  which  may  be  fuppofed 
perpetual,  did  not  allow  his  fliips  to  proceed 
nearer  to  the  Pole. 

Captain  Gook  might  fay,  as  our  poet  Regnard, 
when  he  reached  the  northern  rocks  of  Lap- 

1.AND  : 

Hie  tandem  Jîetimus  nobis  uhi  defuit  orhiî, 

I  ihall  obferve,  by  the  way,  that  the  ocean  ÎS' 
navigable  much  farther  towards  the  north,  be^ 
tween  Europe  and  America,  than  between  Ame- 
rica and  Asia;  for,  on  the  former  fide.  Cap- 
tain Phipps  reached,  within  a  few  minutes,  the 
8 1  ft  parallel  ;  the  two  attempts  were  made  at  two 
periods  of  the  year  little  different  ;  the  former,  on 

*  We  arc  concerned  to  fee  that  Captain  Cooh  fliould  wifh 
to  fubftitute  Engh'fh  names  to  thofe  which  the  Ruffians  had 
impofedon  all  the  iHands  fcattered  over  the  North  Basin  for 
the  firft  difcovery  of  vvhicli  we  are  indebted  to  them  ;  thefe 
i'ubih'tutjons  cannot  but  create  confufion  in  the  nomenclature 
f)f  geography,  and,  in  the  fequtl,  give  birth  to  uncertainties 
and  doubts  refpedling  the  periods  of  the  difcoveries. 
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the  17th  of  July;  the  latter,  on  the  iSthof  Au- 
gufl.  It  is  well  known  that  Captain  Cook,  in.  the 
voyage  in  which  he  crofled  a  part  of  the  Antarc- 
tic Frozen  Ocean  in  every  direction,  could  not 
penetrate  beyond  the  latitude  of  71°  10'.  Thus 
the  parallel  of  71%  as  well  to  the  fou th  as  to  the 
north,  feems  to  be  the  limit  of  the  navigable^oceaa 
between  America  and  Asia  ;  but  it  may  be  faid 
that,  on  both  fides,  it  is  dangerous,  and  that  it 
would  become  ufelefs  to  the  increafe  of  our  know- 
ledge, to  purfue  our  route  on  the  frontiers. 

The  refearches  of  the  mofl  experienced  and  moft 
indefatigable  navigator  that  ever  traverfed  the  tyvo 
oceans,  have  not  been  able  to  revive  the  hope  of 
finding  this  fo  much  wifiied-for  paflage  from  the 
Great  Ocean  to  the  Atlantic,  acrofs  North 
America  ;  but  if,  in  this  refpedl,  the  expedition^ 
the  command  of  which  had  been  intruded  to  him, 
has  not  had  the  fuccefs  which,  no  doubt,  any 
other  would  in  vain  try  to  obtain,  at  leafl:  by  the 
fame  means,  we  are  indebted  to  him  for  having 
made  known  to  EtrROPE  a  new  branch  of  com- 
merce with  China,  the  fur-trade,  whi  h,  till  then^ 
was  almofl  unknown,  and  feemed,  either  likely  to 
be  exclufively  referved  to  the  nation  that  occupies 
Kamtschatka,  or  at  mofl,  fliared  with  that 
which,  occupying  California,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  Philippines,  on  the  other,  could  carry 
on  its  armaments  in  the  ports  of  the  former,  and 
make  the  latter  the  emporium  of  its  goods  for 
g  2  bart 
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barter  and  of  thofe  procured  in  return.  The  flay 
which  Captain  Cook  had  made  in  Prince  Wil- 
l;am's  Sound  and  in  Cook's  River  had  given  his 
people  an  opportunity  of  having  intercourfe  a  long 
time  with  the  natives  of  the  different  parts  of  the 
NORTH-WEST  coafl,  and  of  procuring,  in  exchange 
for  fome  European  commodities  of  fmall  value, 
fkins  of  fea-otters  and  other  animals.  Thefe  furs 
being  carried  to  China,  were  there  fold  at  exorbi- 
tant prices,  fuch  as  we  fhould  be  tempted  to  fufp'e6t 
of  exaggeration,  did  we  not  know  the  exaclnefs 
and  veracity  of  Captain  King,  who  compiled  the 
third  volume  of  Captain  Cook*s  lafl  voyage? 
whence  I  have  taken  the  details  which  I  fhall  now 
prefent. 

"  During  our  flay  in  Macao  Road,'*  fays 
Captain  King,  "  a  brifk  trade  was  carried  on  with 
"  the  Chinefe,  for  the  fea-otter  fkins,  which  had, 
*^  every  day,  been  rifmg  in  their  value.    One  of 
our  leamen  fold  his  flock,  alone,  for  eight  hua- 
"  dred  dollars  ;  and  a  few  prime  fkins,  which 
were  clean,  and  had  been  well  preferved,  were 
fold  for  one  hundred  and  twenty  each.  The 
*^  amount  of  the  whole,  in  fpecie  and  goods,  that 
^'  was  got  for  the  furs,  in  both  fhips,  Î  am.  confi- 
"  dent,  did  not  fall  fîiort  of  two  thoiafand  pounds 
(lerling  -,  and  it  was  generally  fuppofed,  that  at 
leafl  two-thirds  of  the  quantity  we  had  origi- 
nally  got  from  the  Americans,  were  fpoiled  and 
*^  worn  out,  or  had  been  given  away,  or  other- 
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wife  dîrpofed  of,  în  Kamtschatka  *.  When, 

in  addition  to  thefe  fads,"  continues  King,  "  it 
^'  is  remembered,  that  the  furs  were,  at  firfl:,  colle£t- 

ed  without  our  having  any  idea  of  their  real  value: 

that  the  greateft  part  had  been  worn  by  the  In- 
"  dians,  from  whom  we  purchafed  them  ;  that  ' 

they  were  afterwards  preferved  with  little  care,  ^ 
"  and  frequently  ufed  for  bed-clothes,  and  other 

purpofes,  during  our  cruize  to  the  North  ;  and 
"  that,  probably,  we  had  never  got  the  full  value 
*^  for  them  in  China  ;  the  advantages  that  might 
*•  be  derived  from  a  voyage  to  that  part  of  the 

American  coaft,  undertaken  with  commercial 

views,  appear  to  me  of  a  degree  of  importance 
*^  to  call  for  the  attention  of  the  Public.    The  rage 

with  which  our  feamen  were  poffefTed  to  return 
"  to  Cook's  River,  and,  by  another  cargo  of 

(kins,  to  make  their  fortunes,  at  one  time,  was 

not  far  ftiort  of  mutiny  f." 

Captain  King  concludes  his  account  by  the  ex« 
pofition  of  a  plan  of  a  voyage  for  opening  a  regu^ 
lar  trade  between  the  north-we^t  coaft  of  Ame- 
RICA  and  China.  This  plan,  propofed  by  the 
pupil,  the  friend,  the  companion  of  Cook,  and, , 
as  it  were,  the  heir  of  his  thoughts,  fupported 
befides  by  the  feducing  piclure  of  the  enormous 
profits  procured  by  a  firft  venture,  made  withoul 

*  CooPs  third  Voyage^  vol.  iii.  pages  434  and  43  jrç» 
•|-  Ibid*  vol.  iii.  pages  434  and  4,35, 
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defigri,  as  well  as  without  preparation,  offered  to 
cupidity  a  bait  which  was  greedily  feized  by  fuch 
of  the  nations  of  Europe  as  were  given  to  exten- 
iive  commerce,  and  already  familiarized  with  long 
voyages.  Prefently  Europe.,  Asia,  and  the  eaft 
part  of  North  America  fhewed  themfelves  eager 
to  embark  in  this  new  fpeculation  ;  Europe,  by 
means  of  the  ports  of  England  ;  America,  by 
thofe  of  the  United  States  ;  '  Asia,  by  thofe  of 
Bengal  and  Bombay  :  and  the  fur-trade  feemed 
to  infure  profits  fo  immenfe,  and  prefented  itfelf 
with  attrapions  fô  irrefiftible,  that  even  the  Spa- 
niards, emerging  from  their  indolence,  and  the 
Portuguefe  roufmg  from  their  lethargy,  prepared 
for  making  expeditions,  the  latter  from  Macao^ 
and  the  former  from  the  Philippines. 

The  government  of  France,  intent  on  every 
thing  that  could  give,  at  once,  more  a6livity[to  the 
national  commerce,  and  more  extenfion  to  the 
navigation  of  the  French,  could  not  behold  with 
indifference  the  general  movement  which  was  pre, 
paring  in  foreign  trade,  and  this  common  and 
fimultaneous  diredion  of  all  thefe  fpeculations  to- 
wards the  fame  obje£l.  But,  before  they  excited, 
by  invitations,  by  encouragements  even,  our  trad- 
ing fliips  to  enter  into  competition  with  thofe  of 
other  nations,  for  a  new  traffic  which,  in  the  firft 
inllance,  muft  have  prefented  advantages  out  of 
all  proportion,  but  which,  in  the  fequel,  might  np 
longer  afford  any  thing  but  lofles,  if  competi- 
tion 
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don  în  the  purchafes  în  America,  and  the  fame 
in  the  fales  in  Asia,  increafed  beyond  meafure  ; 
prudence  dictated  the  neceflity  of  caufmg  the 
NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  AMERICA  to  be  vifitcd  by 
velTels  belonging  to  the  ftate,  and  of  yeiifying 
through  ourfelves  what  it  was  allowable  to  hope, 
for  the  future,  from  a  trade  which  had  held  out  fo 
many  advantages.  The  details  refpecling  this  new 
kind  of  traffic,  which  Captain  King  had  inferted 
in  the  third  volume  of  Cook's  lafl:  voyage,  were 
known  in  France  at  the  moment  when  the  go- 
vernment, with  a  view  of  occupying  ufefully  the 
leifure  of  peace,  and  of  procuring  for  the  officers 
of  our  navy  great  means  of  in{lruâ:ion,  intended  to 
give  orders  for  the  equipment  of  two  frigates, 
which,  in  failing  round  the  world,  fhould  be  em- 
ployed in  examining  fuch  portions  of  the  earth  as 
navigators  had  not  yet  vifited  ;  in  completing  va- 
rious difcoveries  made  in  the  Great  Ocean  by 
the  French  ;  and  in  improving,  by  aftronomical 
obfervations  and  by  refearches  into  the  different 
branches  of  phyfics  and  natural  hiftory,  the  ge- 
neral and  particular  defcription  of  the  globe 
which  we  inhabit.  The  examination  of  the  weft 
coafts  of  North  America,  which  furnifh  peltry, 
might  enter  into  the  plan  that  had  been  conceived ^ 
without  its  being  neceffary  to  change  its  firft  difpo- 
fitions;  and  the  inll:ru£lions  given  to  La  Pkrot  :  :  , 
to  whom  the  command  of  the  expedition  was  in- 
truded, exprefsly  enjoined  him  to  make  a  parîrc^:* 
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lar  furvey  of  the  north-west  coaft  of  America?* 
It  was,  above  all,  of  importance  that  he  fhould  care- 
fully vifit  the  parts  comprifed  between  the  latitude 
of  49°  and  57%  becaufe,  oyer  all  this  fpace.  Captain 
Ç00K,  conftantly  thwarted  by  the  winds,  had  not 
been  able  to  examine  any  other  ppint  than 
Noot^a;  and  it  was  well  known  that,  if  the  dif? 
coveries  of  Fuente  had  any  reality,  it  was  in  the 
interval  of  thefe  two  parallels  that  we  might  hope 
to  find  them  again.  La  Pi  rouse,  in  his  furvey 
of  the  NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  AMERICA,  was  alfq 
to  examine  what  would  be  the  mtfl  advantageous 
xna^iner  of  drawing  furs  from  that  quarter  ;  tq 
what  price  they  had  rifen,  fmce  competition  had 
probably  increafed  their  value  5  and  what  Eu- 
ropean commodities  appear  to  have  a  decided 
preference  in  barter  with  the  natives  of  the  coaft  j 
he  was,  by  nieans  of  the  various  articles  of  trade 
which  had  been  placed  at  his  difpofal,  to  procure 
through  his  own  means  an  aflbrtment  of  fkins  of 
otters,  and  oth^r  animals,  fufficient  for  a  trial, 
and  carry  thefe  Ikins  to  China  to  be  there  fold  or 
converted  intq  the  commodities  and  merchandife 
of  the  East.  Thiç  double  operation  of  exchange 
would  yield  a  firft  profit  to  which  would  be  added 
the  known  profit  on  the  prpdu6lions  of  Asia  in 
the  markets  of  Europe  :  and  this  feries  of  com- 
bined  pperations  could  alone  lead  to  ^  tranfient 
view,  to  the  formation  of  an  idea  pf  the  total 
profit  that  the  fur-trade  which  called  our  fhips 
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from  fuch  great  diftances  and  required  fuch  con- 
fiderable  advances,  might  promife,  as  the  final 
refult  to  the  fpeculations  of  commerce. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  anticipate  the  publica- 
tion of  La  Pérouse's  voyage,  nor  to  give  a  mi- 
nute account  of  his  proceedings  on  the  north- 
west coaft  of  America  ;  I  will  only  indicate 
the  points  which  he  there  difcovered  or  examined, 
and  the  periods  of  the  difcoveries. 

He  made  the  land  on  the  23d  of  June  1785, 
towards  the  60th  parallel,  on  Bee  ring's  Mount 
St.  Elias.  Having  reached  the  latitude  of  58* 
38',  and  longitude  of  139^  50' weft  from  the  me- 
ridian of  Paris,  he  perceived  an  opening  which 
indicated  a  haven  or  a  paflage:  he  entered  it,  and 
difcovered  a  very  fine  harbour  which  he  named 
Port  d-.s  Français,  and  which,  unfortunately, 
has  been  but  too  well  entitled  to  preferve  that 
name  for  ever,  from  a  lamentable  accident  which 
had  there  occafioned  the  lofs  of  feveral  diftin- 
guilhed  officers,  and  of  a  great  number  of  people 
belonging  to  the  two  frigates. 

Between  the  57th  and  55th  parallel,  that  is  to 
fay,  from  Monte  San  Jacinto  to  Cape  Sant 
Agustin  of  the  Spaniards,  La  Pk rouse  care- 
fully furveyed  an  extent  of  40  leagues  of  coaft,  of 
which  Captain  Cook  had,  as  it  were,  had  but  a 
glimpfe,  and  of  which  we  had  but  a  very  imperfecl 
idea,  as  long  as  it  was  known  only  by  the  journal 
of  Antonio  Mauri lle.     La  Plrouse  afcer- 
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tained,  by  an  exaâ:  and  minute  examination,  that 
the  interval  between  the  56th  and  55th  degrees  of 
latitude,  is  filled  by  an  archipelago  which,  being 
feparated  from  the  continent  by  a  channel  of 
about  five  leagues  in  its  greateft  width,  extends 
the  length  of  upwards  of  twenty  leagues  from 
north-north -w^eft  to  fouth-fouth  eaft.  This  archi- 
pelago is  not  even  indicated  in  the  journal  of  the 
Spaniards  :  it  is,  however,  towards  the  third  of 
its  length,  reckoning  from  Cape  Sant  Agustin, 
that  their  fine  Port  Bucarelli  is  fituated  :  and 
their  Me  San  Carlos  which  prefents  itfelf  three 
or  four  leagues  to  the  fouth-fouth-weft  of  the  cape, 
with  the  neighbouring  iflots,  might  be  confidered 
as  a  farther  continuation  or  the  tail  of  this  archi- 
pelago. 

On  the  loth  of  Augufl:,  towards  the  latitude 
of  54^  15',  LaPerouse  began  to  difcover  a  long 
firing  of  lands  which  Captain  Cook,  driven  from 
the  coafl  by  contrary  winds,  had  not  had  it  in 
his  power  to  reconnoitre,  and  of  which  we  may 
doubt  whether  the  Spaniards  ever  had  a  know- 
ledge fince  they  have  made  no  particular  mention 
of  them.  La  Pérouse  ranged  along  them  for  ten 
days,  from  north  to  fouth,  beyond  the  ^zà  degree 
over  an  extent  of  50  leagues  ;  and,  after  having 
doubled  the  mod  fouthern  cape,  he  hauled  again 
to  the  northward  to  the  eaft  of  thefe  lands  which 
he  round  to  be  detached  from  the  continent  ;  but 
he  could  not,  with  the  northerly  winds,  get  high 
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enough  up  the  gulf  into  which  he  had  entered,  to 
afcertaîn  whether  they  make  a  part  of  an  archi- 
pelago, as  he  prefumed  ;  or  whether  they  belong 
to  a  large  peninfula  connected  to  the  continent  by 
an  ifthmus  which  the  diftance  may  not  have  , al- 
lowed him  to  perceive.  We  have  learned  fmce 
that  it  is,  in  faâ:,  an  archipelago  which  the  Eng- 
lifli  who  have  examined  it,  fublequently  to  the  voy- 
age of  the  French,  have  named  Queen  Char- 
jlotte's  Iflands. 

From  the  fouth  part  of  thefe  lands,  croffing  the 
gulf  and  (landing  towards  the  north-eafl.  La  Pé- 
ROUSE  foon  reached  thofe  which  fhewed  them- 
felves  on  that  fide,  and  difcovered  feveral  iflands 
which  mud  form  a  part  of  Admiral  de  Fu- 
ente's  archipelago  of  San  Lazaro,  and  beyond 
which,  at  a  rather  confiderable  diftance,  he  diftin- 
guifhed  the  high  lands  of  the  continent  *. 

The  examination  of  the  north-west  coafl  o^ 
America  was  not  the  principal  objed  of  La  Pé- 
rouse's  expedition  ;  and  as  the  end  of  the  month 
of  Auguft  was  approaching,  and  the  feafon  for 
navigating  on  this  coafl,  where  fogs  are  very  fre- 
quent and  the  winds  in  general  violent,  ends  with 
the  month  of  September,  he  had  not  leifure  to 
engage  in  minute  furveys  which  would  have  re- 
quired feveral  months  :  he  was,  befides,  obliged 
to  hufband  his  time,  and  to  make  of  it  a  diflribu- 

(*  See  Note  *  farther  back,  page  xxxix.) 


tion 


cviii 


INTRODUCTION» 


tîon  proportionate  to  the  number,  the  nature, 
and  the  prefumed  length  of  the  operations  that  re- 
mained for  him  to  accomplifh  in  fuch  a  manner, 
în  fliort,  as  was  enjoined  him  by  the  entire  exe- 
cution of  the  immenfe  plan  which  was  marked 
out  for  him  in  his  inftruclions.  In  extending  as 
he  did,  his  furveys  as  far  as  Cook's  Nootka 
Sound,  he  had  completed  what  was  wanting  in 
thofe  of  that  celebrated  navigator  between  the  49th 
and  57th  parallels.  Thus,  fliips  difpatched  from 
the  ports  of  Europe,  have  procured  us  by  the 
refearches  of  a  few  months,  the  knowledge  of  a 
long  range  of  coaits  v>^ith  which  the  Spaniards 
vjhoy  for  two  centuries  and  a  half,  occupied  a  part 
of  them,  had  not  yet  found  means  to  be  ac- 
quainted ! 

La  Pérouge  conflrucled  an  exaâ:  chart  of  all 
the  coaft  which  he  vifited  and  impofed  names  on 
the  capes,  harbours,  and  iflands  which  were  not 
feen  by  the  navigators  who  had  preceded  him 
Having  reached  the  parallel  of  Nootka  Sound, 
he  continued  to  (land  to  the  fouthward,  and,  about 
the  middle  of  September,  put  into  the  harbour  of 
Monterey,  whence  he  tranfmitted  to  Françe 
fummary  of  the  firfl  operations  of  his  voyage, 

*  In  the  j^ilas  which  is  to  accompany  the  account  of  La 
Péroufe^s  voyage,  will  be  found  a  general  Chart  and  feveral 
particular  charts  which  prefent,  mofl  minutely,  the  furvey 
which  he  made     Û\ç  north-zvejî  co^^  oî  America* 
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I  fhall  not  follow  La  Pkrouse  în  his  farther 
navigation  ;  I  (hall  only  add  to  the  indication 
that  I  have  given  of  the  portion  of  coafts  which 
he  reconnoitred,  that,  in  order  to  comply  with 
the  article  of  his  inllirudions  relative  to  the  fur- 
trade,  he  had  trafficked  for  fome  furs  on  the 
NORTH-WEST  coaft  ;  and  that,  having  in  the 
courfe  of  his  voyage,  put  into  the  Road  of  Ma- 
cao, he  there  caufed  to  be  fold  the  fkins  of  the 
fea-otters  and  other  animals  which  he  had  been 
able  to  procure.  This  fale  produced  fifty-five  thou- 
fand  livres  {circa  208 3I.  fterling)  ;  and  I  obferve 
that  the  whole  oï  the  fum  was  diftributed  between 
the  failors  and  foldiers  of  the  two  frigates,  without 
the  qfjicers  Jloaring  it  in  any  manner  whatever. 

It  will  be  matter  of  aftoniOiment,  no  doubt, 
that  I  lay  a  flrefs  on  this  obfervation  ;  and,  mod 
afTuredly,  it  would  never  have  entered  my  mind 
that  there  could  be  a  neceffity  for  mentioning  it, 
if  the  Editor  *  of  Captain  Dixon^s  Voyage  had 

*  It  was  not  known  who  was  the  Editor  oï  Dixon's  Voyage^ 
written  in  the  form  of  letters  figned  IV.  B.,  till  Mr.  Dixo/i,  on 
the  one  hand,  and  Mr.  Meares^  on  the  other,  informed  us  that 
the  journal  was  the  work  of  Mr.  Beresfordf  employed  on  board 
the  fnow  ^xeen  Charhtte  in  the  capacity  of  fupercargo.  (Sec 
Dixon's  Remarks  on  Meares's  Foyagest  page  8,  and  Meares^s 
Anjiver^  page  6.  ) 

When  we  read  this  journal,  we  have  no  difficulty  in  believing 
Captain  Dixon^  when  he  fays  that  *'  it  was  written  by  a  per- 

fon  on  board  the  ^teen  Charlotte,  who  has  been  totally  un- 
*'  u fed  to  literary  purfuits,  and  equally  fo  to  a  fea-faring  life." 
(Page  xxii  of  the  Introduction  which  is  given  as  the  work  of 
Dixon  himfelf.  j 
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not  taken  the  liberty  of  making  feme  rafh,  I  fhould 
fay  al mo fl:  indecent,  affertions,  which  I  am  very  far 
from  attributing  to  Captain  Dixon  himfelf  :  a  na- 
vigator by  profeffion,  an  officer  of  the  navy,  knows 
too  well  the  mutual  refpeâ:  which  thofe  who,  by 
braving  the  fame  dangers,  and  devoting  themfelves 
to  enlighten  and  enrich  their  country,  owe  to  each 
other,  for  him  to  have  ventured  to  give  an  unfa- 
vourable opinion  concerning  an  expedition  with 
■which  he  is  not  and  cannot  be  acquainted,  ftili 
lefs  for  him  to  endeavour  to  caufe  the  veracity  of 
the  commander  of.  the  expedition  to  be  fuf- 
pecled. 

"  The  Astrolabe  and  Boussole,"  fays  the 
Englifh  Editor,  "  two  French  (hips  commandect 
"  by  M.  Pi  ROUSE  and  De  Lan  g  le,  failed  from 
"  Frai^ce  in  1785  ;  they  are  faid  to  have  traced 
"  the  north- weft  coaft  of  America  from  the  Spa- 
"  ni(h  fettlement  of  Monterey,  to  60  deg.  north 
^Matitude;  hut  this  feems  rather  improbable  \  for 

though  thefe  veffels  vvere  profeflTedly  fitted  out  on. 

difcovery^  yet  the  ConuJianders  did  not  forget  that 

furs  'were  a  valuable  article^  and  accordingly 3 
*^  whilft  on  the  American  coaft,  they  procured 
*^  about  ôocfea-otter  Ikins,  chiefly  in  pieces,  oi  a 

n^ery  inferior  quality^  and  evidently  the  fame  as 

thofe  imported  by  the  Spaniards  ;  whereas  had 
"  thefe  gentle?nen  been  well  in  with  the  coaft  to  the 

northward^  they  undoubtedly  muft  have  met 
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with  fea-otter  fkins  of  a  quality  far  fuperîor  to 
"  what  they  procured 

I  (hall  firfl:  fay  that  I  conceive  that  the  difin- 
tereftednefs  of  the  commander  and  officers  of  the 
French  frigates  may  aftonifh  a  fuper cargo ^  all  whofe 
ideas  mufl  turn  on  the  means  that  can  be  em- 
ployed for  increafmg  the  prôfits  of  his  employers  ; 
but  I  (hall  add  that  a  French  officer  attaches  to 
this  act  of  difmtereftednefs  no  other  merit  than  that 
of  having  done  what  he  owes  to  himfelf,  and 
what  -he  owes  to  the  unknown  companions  of  his 
labours,  who,  .fharing,  equally  with  .  thofe  who 
command  them,  the  fatigues  and  dangers  of  the 
expedition,  have  not  an  equal  fhare  of  glory  : 
every  one  is  paid  in  the  coin  that  fuits  him. 

I  (hall  next  afl^  the  Editor  whence  he  learnt  that 
the  French  frigates  were  profeffedly  fitted  out  on 
difcovery  :  would  he  wifli  us  to  believe  that  he 
had  read  the  inflrudlions  given  to  La  p£ rouse  ? 

Ifhall  alfo  alkhim,  whether  the  latitude  of  58"* 
38',  which  is  that  of  Port  des  Français,  ap- 
pears to  him  northerly  enobgh  for  that  port  to  be 
comprifed  in  what  he  terms  "  well  in  with  the 

cooji  to  the  Northward V\  I  fhall  obferve  to 
him  that  the  latitude  of  'Norfolk  Bay,  the 
Bàyà  de  GuADALUPAof  thé  Spaniards,  in  which, 
in  1787,  Captain  Dixon  colleded  a  part  of  his 
cargo,,  is  only  in  57°,  and  that  Queen  Char- 

-  -Dikon-  s  Foytige  roilrtd ihe  World,  Id'c,  London,  17S9;  4to. 
page  32Q.  «  '      ••  '  '      .  .  •. 
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lotte's  Iflands  ofF  which,  in  fo  fliort  a  time,  he 
trafficked  for  fuch  a  confiderable  quantity  of  beaver 
and  fea  otter-fldn  cloaks,  according  to  him  of 
prbne  quality,  are  fituated  between  the  54th  and 
5 2d  parallels:  why,  then  will  he  not  allow  that 
La  PÉ rouse  who  proceeded  as  high  as  the  vicinity 
of  the  59th  where  he  traded,  may  have  there  pro- 
cured furs  of  as  fine  a  quality  as  thofe  might  be 
which  Dixon  obtained  7"*  lower,  fince  he  himfelf 
fays,  and  it  was  known  before  he  faid  it,  that, 
the  higher  the  latitude,  the  better  is  the  quality 
of  the  furs  ?  And  why  does  he  take  the  liberty 
of  faying  that  the  fea-otter  Ikins,  procured  by 
La  Pe rouse,  are  evidently  the  faîne  as  thofe  im* 
ported  by  the  Spaniards  ?  I  know  not  whence  the 
latter  draw  their  furs  ;  but  it  is  probable  that 
they  chiefly  procure  them  through  their  Prejidios 
of  San  Diego  and  Monterey,  the  former  fitu- 
ated in  33°  40',  the  latter  in  36°  38'  *  :  there  is  a 
great  diltance  from  thefe  latitudes,  and  a  fiill 
greater  from  that  of  52°,  at  which  Dixon  carried 
on  his  rich  traffic,  to  the  latitude  of  58''  38',  in 
which  La  Pe  rouse  made  his,  and  where  evi- 
dently (for  here  lies  the  evidence)  he  may  have  pro- 

*  Should  the  Spaniards^  as  ma/  be  prefumed,  fome  day 
form  a  fubftantial  fetticment  in  Bucarelli  Bay,  which  prefents 
feveral  fine  harbours  and  which  is  fituated  above  the  latitude 
of  45  ^,  they  will  thence  be  able  to  draw  furs  of  a  prime  qua- 
lity ;  and,  no  dovbt.  they  will  not  negle6l  this  refource  which 
is,  in  tk  manner,  at  their  door,  and  may  fupport  their  languifH- 
ipg  trade  of  the  Philippines  with  China, 
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cured  fldns  of  the  firjî  quality.  \  know  not  whe^ 
ther  the  Engliih  imagine  that  to  depreciate  the 
trade  of  other  nations  is  a  fair  method  of  giving 
more  extent  and  more  luftre  to  that  of  Great 
Britain  *. 

Laflly,  to  difpel  the  doubts  which  Dixon's  Edi- 
tor pretends  to  have,  and  v^^hich  he  would  wifh 
to  accredit,  refpeding  the  furvey  that  La  Pe rouse 
made  of  the  nortfi-west  coaft  of  America,  I 
fliall  fay  to  him  that  truth  is  not  always  probable^ 
but  that  is  always  true  ;  that  the  Journal  of  this 
commander,  written  with  his  own  hand,  from  the 

*  Mod  afTuredly,  I  do  not  pretend  that  the  effay  of  trafîîc 
made  by  La  Pêroitfe,  procured  him  flcins  as  'wdl-condithned 
as  thofe  that  Dixon  obtained  in  a  voyage  the  only  objeél  of 
which  was  the  fur-trade  ;  but  here  it  is  not  Ûit  condition  of  the 
fltins,  but  their  qualily  that  is  in  queftion  ;  becaufe  the  quality 
depends  on  the  latitude  in  which  they  are  procured,  and  the 
condition  depends  on  circumftances  abfolutely  foreign  to  the 
latitude.    La  Péroufe,  in  a  letter  which  he  wrote  me  from 
Macao  Road,  on  the  3d  of  January  1787,  faid  :  *'  We  have 
traded,  on  the  coaft  of  North  America,  for  near  a  thoufand 
**  fea  otter-ilcins,  but  the  greater  part  is  in  JJjreds  and  rotten.^* 
Certainly,  thefe  flireds  muft  have  belonged  to  fîcins  of  a  very 
fuperior  quality,  and  confequently  drawn  from  very  high  lati- 
tudeSf  fmce  their  fale  in  China  produced  fen  thoufand  dollars^ 
Any  one  who  knew  La  Péroufe  and  the  fentiments  of  humanity 
and  beneficence  which  ruled  his   conduél,  will  not  be  afto- 
nifhed  that  he  laments  the  condition  of  his  furs,  and  that  in 
writing  to  me,  in  the  grief  of  his  heart,  he  fliouid  have  greatly 
exaggerated  the  bad  ftate  in  which  thëy  were  on  his  arrival 
at  Macao  :  alas  !  he  would  have  vv^ifiied  that  the  produce  of 
thefe  (idns  could  have  made  the  fortune  of  each  of  the  failors 
and  foldiers  who  ferved  under  hh  command,  and  whom  he 
cheriihed  as  his  children  ! 
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time  of  his  departure  from  Brest,  to  the  day 
which  preceded  his  departure  from  Botany  Bay, 
and  '  printed  fuch  as  it  arrived  in  France  at  dif- 
ferent times,  will  prove  that  La  Pérouse  ranged 
along,  reconnoitred,  examined  and  took  bearings 
of  the  NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  America,  not  as  is 
afferted  by  the  writer  with  whom  I  am  contending, 
from  Monterey  to  the  6oth  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude, but  from  the  6oth  degree  to  Monterey, 
which  is  very  different  ;  for  it  is  well  known  that 
the  north  and  north-weft  winds,  which  reign  al- 
mofl  conflantly  on  this  extent  of  coafl:,  afford 
every  facility  of  running  down  from  the  north- 
ward  to  the  fouthward,  while  they  oppofe  difficul- 
ties, frequently  infurmountable,  as  Captain  Cook 
experienced,  when  a  navigator  wifhes  to  ftand  from 
the  fouthward  to  the  northward. 

The  reader  will  no  longer  be  afloniflied  that  the 
Editor  of  Dixon's  voyage  choofes  to  doubt  that 
La  PiiRous£  reconnoitred  a  length  of  coafl  of 
about  23  degrees  and  a  half,  or  470  leagues  in  la- 
titude, if  he  remarked  that  the  fpace  between  the 
5cth  and  the  56th  parallels,  which  Cook  had  not 
had  it  in  his  power  to  reconnoitre,  is  comprifed 
in  the  fpace  that  La  Pérouse  reconnoitred  in 
1786:  how  can  it,  in  faO:,  be  believed  that  a 
Frenchman  has  executed  what  an  Englifhman  had 
not  been  able  to  accomplifh  ?  The  reader  mufl 
alfo  know  that  Captain  Dixon,  although  Captains 
LowRiE  and  Guise  conteft  with  him  the  priority, 
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(lands'  forward  as  having  difcovered,  m~i7875  thefe 
very  lands,  or  rather  thefe  very  iflands,  feparated 
from  the  continent  by  a  gulf,  which  La  Pérouse- 
had  difcovered,  the  preceding  year,  betweeh  the 
latitude  of  54  and  52  degrees  *.  La  Perouse's^ 
voyage  will  give  frefii  difpleafure  to  the  Editor  of 
that  of  Dixon,  when  he  will  there  fee  that,  îii 
1786,  a  Frenchman  has  found  again,  between  the- 
5 2d  and  53d  degree,  Admiral  de  Fltente's 
Archipelago  of  San  Lazaro,  which  the  Englifh 
navigators  did  not  find  till  the  following  year,  he 
will  excufe  himfelf  by  faying  that  this  is  not  pro-^ 
hahle  ;  and  he  will  not  fufped  that,  on  an  alTer» 
tion  fo  impofing,  which  precludes  every  inquiry, 
all  Europe  will  be  convinced  that  this  is  not  true. 

The  EngUfh  have  too  long  taken  advantage  of 
our  filence  ;  too  long  have  they  had  the  honour 
of  thofe  difcoveries  in  which  we  have  anticipated 
them  :  what  1  becaufe  unfortunate  circumftances, 

*  Captain  Dixon  might  objed  that,  on  the  ryth  of  Septem- 
ber 1786,  he  had  made  the  land  in  the  latitude  of  53*=*  46',  oti 
the  weft  coaft  of  ^een  Charlotte'' Iflands,  which  he  did  not 
reconnoitre  till  the  following  year  ;  but  he  made  only  one 
point  belonging  to  thefe  lands  which  he  fuppofed  to  belong 
to  the  continent,  and  he  continued  his  courfe  for  Nootka  Sound. 
{Dixon^s  Voyage,  page  76.)  If  it  were  meant  to  call  this 
limple  view  the  difcovery  of  ^een  Charlotte^s  Iflandsj  ftill 
Dixon  would  not  have  the  priority  :  for  he  had  a  glimpfe  of 
a  point  of  them  on  the  17th  of  September:  and  from  the 
lothto  the  20th  of  Auguft  of  the  fame  year,  La  Peroufe  hadi 
ranged  along  the  weft  ftiore  of  them  fiom  north  to  fouth 
throughout  their  whole  length,  and  had  founded  tîie  foiith 
part  of  them. 
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too  well  known  to  the  whole  world  for  me  nof  to 
fpave  myfelf  the  mortification  of  repeating  them, 
and  the  Reader  that  of  reading  them,  have  pre- 
fented  infarmountable  obftacles  to  the  publication 
of  the  voyage  of  our  countryman,  at  the  time  that 
it  ought  to  have  appeared,  muft  we  fuffer,  without 
complaining,  that  this  unfortunate  navigator  fiiould 
not,  after  his  death,  enjoy  his  immortal  labours* 
Ah  !  if  his  deiliny  has  not  allowed  us  to  engrave 
them  on  his  tomb  ;  at  lead,  in  claiming  this  in- 
heritance, let  the  feeling  and  jufl  nation,  for  which 
he  facrificed  his  life,  for  ever  confecrate  in  the 
annals  of  hillory,  his  fervices,  his  death,,  and  its 
gratitude  ! 

But  if  we  cannot  grant  that  the  Englifli  were 
the  firft  difcoverers  of  the  iflands  on  which  they 
have  impofed  the  name  of  (^een  Charlotte, 
nor  that  they  firfl  found  again  the  Archipelago  of 
San  Lazaro,  which  they  have  named  Princess 
Royal  Iflands,  we  cannot  refufe  them  a  merit 
which  ought  not  to  be  forgotten,  that  of  having  re- 
connoitred more  minutely  thofe  very  parts  of  coafts 
which  had  efcaped  the  refearches  of  Captain  Cook; 
which  the  Spaniards  may  have  feen  before  without 
reconnoitring  them,  or  perhaps  without  choofmg 
to  make  us  acquainted  with  them  ;  and  which 
complete  the  furvey  of  the  north-west  coafl  of 
America,  from  Cape  Mendocino,  in  the  latitude 
of  41''  30',  to  Icy  Cape,  fituated  between  the  70th 
and  7 1  fl  parallels,  the  mofl:  northern  that  Captain 
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Cook  could  reach  in  that  fatal  voyage  in  which  a 
a  tragic  death  terminated  the  mod  laborious  and  the 
moll  ufeful  career  that  any  navigator  ever  purfued. 

As  all  the  furveys,  from  the  48th  degree  ta  the 
56th,  made  by  the  Englifh  navigators,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  four  years  comprifed  between  1785  and 
1789,  are  partly  included  in  each  other,  I  fliall  not 
prefent  many  details  refpecling  the  particular  opera- 
tions of  each  navigator  ;  it  is  my  duty  to  confine 
myfelf  to  pointing  out  the  periods  of  the  voyages, 
and  the  mofl  ftiiking  circumftance  of  each  expe« 
dition.  We  are  affured  that  the  Englifh  Govern^' 
menc  has,  in  thefe  latter  times,  difpatched  veffcls 
with  the  fpecial  million  to  make  a  complete  furvey 
of  the  NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  America,  to  verify 
and  redify  the  accounts  of  each  navigator,  and  to 
compofe  from  all  the  particular  labours  of  the  En« 
gliOi  nation,  in  this  quarter,  a  general  pi6lure  drawn 
by  the  fame  hand,  in  which  the  defcription  of 
this  part  of  the  globe,  founded  on  numerous  re- 
fearches  and  obfervations,  will  not  be  inferior  in 
point  of  accuracy  to  the  defcription  of  the  con- 
tinents whofe  coafts  are  the  mod  frequented.  We 
may  imagine  that  the  Britiili  nation  which,  at  all 
times,  has  pubHfhed  without  referve,  the  refult 
of  its  maritime  expeditions,  will  not  employ  any 
in  the  publication  of  a  work  which,  in  doing  ho- 
nour to  the  forefight  of  its  government  and  to  the 
talents  of  its  feam en,  will  become  the  cenfure  of 
the  filence  or  of  the  concealment  of  a  nation  from 
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which  every  other  ought  to  expeft  this  favour. 
But  if  the  labour  of  the  Englifli  be  terminated,  we 
cannot  enjoy  it  till  the  mod  unmerciful  ôf  wars 
having  at  length  ceafed  to  depopulate  Europe 
and  to  lay  wafle  the  two  Worlds,  aneceffary  peace 
fliall  have  re-opened,  at  lead  for  a  time,  channels 
of  communication  between  two  nations,  both  of 
which  have  too  much  energy,  too  much  know- 
ledge, too  many  poneflions,  too  much  trade,  too 
much  power,  for  them,  rivals  as  they  are  in  glory 
fmce  they  have  figured  on  the  ftage  of  the  world, 
not  to  be  eternally  divided  by  inrereds, 
:  Until  the  general  w^ork  which  is  announced  can 
be  known  to  us,  let  us  rapidly  review  the  parii- 
Gular  operations  which  have  paved  the  way  to 
this  intereiling  wholco 

'  The  third  voyage  of  Captain  Cook  was  not  pub- 
Mflied  in  London  till  1784;  and  already  in  1781, 
on  the  firft  indication  that  had  been  given  of  a  new 
branch  of  trade,  which  prefented  itfelf  on  the 
KORTH-WEST  coaft  of  AMERICA,  an  expedition 
had  been  prepared  in  the  Adriatic  Gulf,  under 
the  Imperial  flag  and  the  direQion  of  William 
Bolts,  an  Englifhman  by  birth,  in  the  fervice  of 
the  Emperor  of  Germany,  a  man  very  well  in- 
formed, a  long  time  employed  in  the  East  In- 
dies and  at  Bengal,  and  who  had  acquired  in 
feveral  long  voyages,  all  the  knowledge  neceffary 
for  managing  well  an  expedition  of  this  kind.' 
And,  indeed,  the  double  objed  of  the  equipment 
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was  to  make  diTcoveries  and  to  trade  for  furs  on 
the  NORTH-WEST  coafl  of  America,;  and  in  this 
yiew,  perfons  verfed  in  the  different  branches  of 
natural  and  phyfical  fciences,  were  to  be  employed 
Jn  it.  But  an  intrigue,  both  the  fource  and  the 
means  of  which  are  unknov/n,  overfet  this  enter, 
prife,  before  the  two  fhips  that  were  deflined  for  it 
had  been  put  in  a  ftate  to  carry  it  into  execu- 
tion. 

If  the  fpeculations  which  a  new  trade  excited, 
could,  at  fo  great  a  diftance,  induce  Europe  to 
engage  in  enterprifes,  how  much  more  attrading 
muft  they  not  be  to  the  fliip-owners  and  merchants 
fcattered  over  all  the  parts  of  Asia  where  the  - 
Europeans  exercife  their  commercial  adiviîy  ?  în 
fad,  it  was  evident  that  the  fliips  which  fhould  be 
difpatched  from  the  feas  fituated  to  the  eafl  of  the 
Old  World,  would  have  a  great  advantage  over 
thofe  which  fhould  f^il  from  the  ports  of  Europe  7 
the  voyage  of  the  former  confifled  only  in  twice 
croffing  the  Great  Ocean  with  regular  and 
known  winds  ;  while  the  latter,  obliged  to  double» 
either  Cape  Horn,  or  the  Gape  of  Good  Hopje, 
according  as  they  take  their  route  by  the  weft  or 
by  the  eaft,  and  expofed  to  the  variation  and  con- 
trariety of  the  winds,  necelTarily  lengthen  their 
pafiages  by  feven  or  eight  thoufand  leagues,  and 
the  duration  of  their  voyage  by  upwards  of  a  year  j 
and,  indeed,  fpeculations  were  particularly  nu- 
merous in  the  ports  of  China  and  Inpià. 

h  4  The 
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The  fird  expedition  was  prepared  in  the  river 
of  Canton  :  Captain  James  Hanna  there  equip- 
ped a  brig  of  60  tons  and  30  men,  and  fet  fail 
from  the  Typa  in  the  month  of  April  1785.  He 
coafled  the  northern  fhores  of  Asia,  traverfed 
the  fouthern  extremity  of  Japan,  and  arrived, 
in  the  month  of  Augiifl:,  at  Nootka  Sound, 
which,  from  the  experience  of  Captain  Cook,  wa^ 
confidered  as  the  great  mart  of  the  furs  of  Ame- 
rica. 

When  his  traffic  was  concluded,  Hanna  Hood 
to  the  northward  of  Nootka  ;  towards  the  latitude 
of5i'^  15',  he  difcovered  Fitzhugh  Sound,  and 
had  only  one  ftep  to  make  in  order  to  find  again 
Fuente's  archipelago  of  San  Lazaro  ;  he  even 
vifited,  in  this  parallel,  fome  of  the  illands  called 
by  him  Lancl-s  lilands,  which  may  belong  to  it,, 
other  lands  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Henry 
Lane,  and  a  harbour  which  received  that  of  Sea" 
Otter's  Harbour.  It  is  faid  that  Hanna 
brought  back  to  China  a  rich  cargo  of  furs  *. 
'  The  fuccefs  of  this  firft  Voyage  induced  him,  in 
1786,  to  undertake  a  fécond  with  a  (hip  of  120 
tons  burden,  called  the  Sea-Otter.  He  failed 
from  Macao  in  the  month  of  May,  and  proceeded 

*  I  am  ignorant  whether,  fince  the  communications  wi^h 
England  have  been  flopped,  t  he  voyages  of  Hanna  and  of  fome 
other  Englifh  navigators  have  been  publifhed.  I  have  extrafted 
wViat  concerns  Hannahs  voyage  from  the  original  narratives  of 
PortJochi  page  iii.    Dixon,  page  xvii,  and  Meares,  page  li» 
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ftraîght  to  NoôTKA  Sound.  Thîs  fécond  expe- 
dition of  Hanna  has  added  nothing  to  our  know- 
ledge refpeding  the  north-west  coaH:  of  Ame- 
rica ;  it  is  thought  not  to  have  been  fo  lucrative 
as  the  firft  :  he  returned  to  Macao  in  the  month 
of  May  1787,  and  was  preparing  for  a  third  voy- 
age when  death  Hopped  him  in  the  middle  of  his 
career. 

This  expedition  was  not  the  only  one  which 
was  undertaken  in  the  year  1786:  various  com- 
panies of  merchants  and  men  of  large  capitals,  as 
well  in  Asia  as  in  Europe,  wifhed  to  try  fortune 
through  the  channel  which  Captain  Cook  had 
opened. 

Captain  Peters,  commanding  the  fnow  Lark, 
of  220  tons  and  40  men,  was  difpatched  from 
Macao  in  the  month  of  July  of  the  year  1786  : 
his  inftrudions  prefcribed  to  him  to  repair  to  the 
NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  AMERICA  by  the  route  of 
Kamtschatka,  and  to  examine  theiilands  which 
are  fituated  to  the  northward  of  Japan.  He  ar- 
rived at  Petropawlowska  on  the  20th  of  Au- 
guft,  and  left  that  harbour  on  the  i8th  of  Sep- 
tember. Accounts  have  fmce  been  received,  that 
the  Lark  was  loft  on  Mednoi  Ostroff  (Cop- 
per Ifland),  fituated  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  Beer- 
jng's  Ifland,  and  that  only  two  of  her  people 
were  faved  '^^ 

Although 

*  The  Introdu£lion  to  Captain  Dîxon^s  voyage  has  chiefly 
fiyriuihed  me  with  this  extract  coucerning  the  voyage  of  the 
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Although  the  river  of  Canton  and  the  port  of 
Macao  feemed  fpecially  indicated  for  expeditions 

relative 


fnow  Lark  ;  but  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  add  to  it  fome 
particular  details  which  prove  to  what  a  pitch  the  commercial 
a6iivity  of  the  Enghfli  is  exercifcd  on  every  point   of  the 
globe  ;   and  how,  by  combined  fpeculations,  by  operations 
of  barter,  double  aad  triple,  they  find  means,  by  multiply- 
ing as  it  were  the  fame  voyage  to  double  and  triple  the 
profitSj  without  increafing-  the  expcnics  of  the  expedition. 
For  thefe  details  we  are  Indebted  to  a  French  traveller,  who, 
though  fcarcely  five  and  twenty  years  of  age,  hefitated  not  to 
undertake  by  land,  and  happily  terminated,  but  not  without 
many  fatigues  and  dangers,  a  voy?ge  of  four  thoufand  leagues, 
acrofs  the  frozen  deferts  of  Kanitfchaika  and  Sîheriay  and  that 
immenfe  extent  of  country  comprifed  between  Petropatuloiu/ka 
and  the  capital  of  Francey  in  order  to  bring  to  Verfaiîles,  where 
he  arrived  on  the  17th  of  Oftober  1788,  the  difpatches  and 
journals  of  La  Pesoufst  under   whofe  orders  he  had  ferved 
fince  his  departure  from  Europe  till  his  arrival  at  Kamljchatkat 
"  An  EngHfli  veffel,"  fays  Lejeps,  "  belonging  to  Mr. 
Lance^  a  merchant  at  Macaoy  came  laft  year  and  anchored 
**  in  the  harbour  of  .S"/.  Peter  ^Vià.  St.  Paul  :  Captain  Peters  com- 
<*  manding  the  <hip,  made  to  the  Ruffians  propofals  of  trade, 
**  of  which  the  following  is  the  fubftance.  By  his  treaty  wi.h  a 
<*  Ruffian  merchant,  named  Schelikhoff,  he  engaged  to  carry  on 
<*  trade  in  this  part  of  the  dominions  of  the  Emprefs,  and  afk. 
ed  for  merchandife  to  the  value  of  eighty  thoufand  roubles. 
It  is  probable  that  thf  fe  goods  would  have  confifted  only  in 
<*  peltry  which  the  Englifh  propofed  to  fell  in  China,  whence 
they  would  have  brought  back  in  exchange,  fluffs  and  other 
articles  fuitable  to  the  RuffiSftis.    The  m;;rchant  Sthelikloff 
himfelf  repaired  to  Peterjhurg,  to  fohcit  the  eonfeni  of  his 
foyereign^  and  obtained  it  ;  but  while  he  was  labouring  to 
f*  put  himfelf  in  a  condition  to  fulfil  the  claufes  of  his  treaty, 
<«  he  was  informed  that  the>  Fnglifh  fhip  was  loft  on  Copper 
Ifland,  in  returning  to  Kamf/cbaika,  irom  ihc  north -weficozii 
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relative  to  a  trade  which  had  its  vent  through 
China,  the  ports  of  India,  Bombay  and  Cal- 
cutta, by  reafon  of  the  facility  which  they  afford 
to  fhip- owners  for  the  equipment  and  viduafUng  of 
veflels,  foon  obtained  a  preference  to  the  former. 

In  the  beginning  of  1786,  the  fnows  Captain 
Cook,  of  300  tons,  commaiided  by  Captain  Low- 
RiE,  and  the  Experiment  of  100  tons,  by  Cap- 
tain Guise,  were  fitted  out  at  BoMbay.  Mr. 
Strange,  agent  of  the  Englifh  Company,  em- 


"  of  America  :  flie  had  been  there,  according  to   every  ap- 
«  pearance,  to  take  in  furs  for  beginning  her  cargo,  which 
**  fhe  was  coming  to  complete  in  the  harbour  of  St,  Peter  and 
**  St.  Paul.    Accounts  were  received  that  two  men  only  of 
"  her  crew,  a  Portuguefe  and  a  Bengal  negro,  were  faved,  and 
*'  had  paffed  the  winter  in  Copper  Ifland,  whence  a  Ruffian 
veffel  had  conveyed  them  to  Nijenai-Kamtfchatka  :.  they  joined 
\:^&at  Bolcheretfek,  where  I  then  was  with  Colonel  Kq/Io/f- 
Ougretiiny  commandant  at  Okofck  and  at  Kamtfchatka)  who 
*<  intended  to  fend  them,  next  feafon,  to  Peter/bwgh.*^  (See 
the  Journal  htftorique  du  V oyage  f/*?  Lksseps,  du  Kamtfchatka 
en  France.    Paris,  Imprimerie  Royale,  1790,  2  vol.  8vo.  vol.  i. 
Note  of  page  10.) 

N.  B.  Thofe  who  would  wifh  to  have  details  equally  true 
and  interefting  relative  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  Kamtfchatka^  and 
the  inhabitants  and  productions  of  this  peninfula  and  the 
neighbouring  countries,  fliould  read  the  Travels  of  Lejfeps^ 
who,  pofTeflingthe  Ruffian  language  and  having  made  a  rather 
long  O  ay  in  the  country,  with  the  dcfire  and  the  means  of 
acquiring  knowledge,  had  an  opportunity  of  learning  from  M, 
Kajlofft  a  very  intelligent  and  very  communicative  man,  every, 
jnfoirmatiofi  th^t  cao  give  an  extid  ide^  pf  this  eaft  part  of  Afia^ 
bithertp  imperfedly  known. 
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barked  in  the  former  veflel  in  the  capacity  of  fuper- 
cargo. 

On  the  27th  June  following,  thefe  two  veflels 
arrived  at  Noqtka  Sounds  where  they  remained 
till  the  27îh  of  July. 

They  afterwards  vifited  other  parts  of  the  coafl:, 
ajid  arrived  at  Prtnce  William's  Sound,  difco- 
vered,  in  1778,  by  Cook,  under  the  60th  parallel. 

"  în  this  progref:?,"  fays  Mr.  Meares,  "  they 
*'  indifputably  difcovered  that  land  to  which  Mr. 
"  Dixon  gave  the  name  of  Quhen  Charlotte's 
"  Iflands,  which  he  did  merely  fiom  conjedural 

opinion,  as  they  were  never  proved  to  be  fuch 
"  till  Captain  Douglas,  in  the  Iphigenia,  failed 

through  the  channel  which  feparates  them  from 
*^  what  was  then  fuppofed  to  be  the  American  Con- 
^'  tinent  *, 

The 

*  See  Me  nes\  Voyages,  page  lih*. 

A  polemical  difcuffion  of  the  warmeft  tind  arofe  between 
yir.  Dixon  ?Lï\à  Mr.  A'earesy  on  their  return  from  America: 
they  reciprocally  contefted  each  other's  difcoveries;  and 
each  of  the  difputants  fometimes  attributes  thofe  of  his  com. 
petitor  to  another  navigator,  rather  than  leave  the  enjoyment 
of  them  to  him.  I  declare  formally  that  I  do  not  pretend  to 
decide  between  them,  and  tantas  componere  lites.  Perhaps  m 
the  midft  of  the  obfcurity  in  which  the  French  are  left  re- 
fpedling  this  matter,  fmce  our  communications  with  England 
have  been  interrupted,  it  may  have  happened  to  me  to  at, 
tribute  to  one  navigator  fome  fmall  portion  of  difcovery  which 
another  may  claim  :  but  all  are  equally  unknown  to  me, 
otherwife  than  by  the  account  of  their  voyages,  and  by  wha^ 
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The  Captain  Cook  and  Experiment  fnows, 
2S  well  as  the  veflTels  which  had  preceded  them, 
arrived  fafe  at  Macao. 

It  appears  that  Captain  Meares  attributes  to 
Captains  LowRiE  and  Guise,  to  the  exclufion  of 


fome  of  them  have  faid  of  the  voyages  of  their  countrymen  :  and 
if,  by  chance,  I  enrich  the  one  at  the  expenfe  of  the  other,  it 
is  by  miftake,  and  without  the  fmalleft  intention  of  fo  doing  ; 
the  on!y  one  Î  hive,  is  to  preferve  the  Uridteft  nentrah'ty  be- 
tween navigators  quorum  c:iufas  prond  hahco.  That  this  neu„ 
trah'ty  fliould  be  an  armed  neutrality  will  not,  however,  be 
difapproved  of,  when  the  queftion  is  to  claim  what  may  belong 
to  the  French  whofe  caiife  is  foreign,  to  the  quarrel  of  the 
Englifh,  My  fole  object  has  been  to  afcertain  that  Fuente^ 
archipelago  of  San  Laznroy  and  Fuca^s  Strait  or  Inlet,  are  not 
romanti';  difcoveries,  v>'ith  refpet^.  to  geography,  and  to  guard 
geographers  and  hiftorians  againft  tl.\e  facility  with  which  they 
too  frequently  take  the  liberty  of  pronouncing  that  a  dif- 
covery  is  fabulous,  beccufe  we  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
find  again  the  iflands  or  lands  which  the  ancients  have  pointed 
.out  to  us  :  old  Herodotus  might  here  be  joined  to  Fuenie  arid 
Fucay  much  lefs  ancient,  in  order  to  complain  of  the  numerous 
ads  of  injullice  which  he  has  experienced.  What  is  of  im- 
portance in  the  queftion  before  us,  is  to  afcertain  the  identity 
of  the  ancient  difcovery  with  the  modern  difcovery  ;  and  let  Us 
2ihç.r\w2ivàs\Q.?iWt  tYiQ  fécond d'lfcoverers  to  make  the  moft  of  and 
difpute  their  titles  of  Priority  :  in  time,  ill-founded  pretenfions 
vanifh  and  give  place  to  truth.  If  the  Reader  wifn  to  know 
particularly  what  are  the  objcds  in  difpule,  he  may  confult 
the  following  polemical  works  :  Remarks  on  the  Voyages  of  John 
Meares,  Ejq.  By  George  Dixon,  London,  Stockdale,  1790, 
^^o, — An  Anfwer  to  Mr.  George  Dixon,  By  John  Meares, 
Efq.  London,  Logographic  Prefs,  1791,  4to. — Further  Re* 
marks  on  the  Voyages  of  J,  Meares,  By  G.  Dixon,  Lon- 
don, Stockdale,  179 1. 

Captain 
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Captain  Dixon,  the  firfl  difcovery  of  the  lands 
called  Queen  Charlotte's  Iflands  ;  and  to  Cap- 
tain Douglas,  the  difcovery  of  the  north  ftrait 
which  feparates  them  from  the  continent,  and 
makes  them  iflands.  We  fhall  not  difpute-with 
t^e  Englilh  this  lafi:  difcovery;  for  La  rouse, 
who  had  rightly  prefumed  that  thefe  lands  muft 
be  iflands,  had  not  an  opportunity  of  fatisfying 
himfelf  in  that  particular  ;  but  we  fhall  not  grant 
them  fo  eafily  the  priority  of  the  difcovery;  for 
it  is  faid  that  Captains  Lowrie  and  Guise  did 
not  arrive  at  Nootka  Sound  till  the  27th  of  June, 
and  that  they  flaid  there  till  the  27th  of  July, 
It  is  neither  known  at  what  precife  period  they 
faw  Queen  Charlotte's  Iflands,  nor  how  the 
difcovery  was  made,  nor  what  portion  of  thefe 
lands  they  examined  ;  but  we  know  with  certainty 
that  La  Pê rouse  difcovered  them  on  the  loth 
of  Augufl  of  the  fame  year  :  that  he  followed  and 
examined  the  coafls  of  them  for  ten  days,  and 
ranged  along  them,  from  north  to  fouth,  over  an 
extent  of  fifty  leagues  :  what  may  be  adduced  as 
more  favourable  to  the  pretenfion  of  the  Englifhj 
is,  that  on  whatever  fide  the  priority  is,  the  two 
difcoveries  muft  be  nearly  cotemporary  ;  and  that, 
on  both  fides,  the  honour  is  equal. 

Expeditions  from  Bengal  followed  clofe  cm 
thofe  from  the  coafl  of  Malabar;  the  veflTelî^ 
the  Nootka,  of  200  tons,  and  the  Sea-Otter 
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of  100  tons,  the  former  commanded  by  Captain 
John  Meares,  the  latter  by  Captain  William 
Tipping,  were  fitted  out  at  Calcutta. 

Meares  fet  fail  in  the  month  of  March  17865 
and,  in  this  firil  voyage,  he  took  his  route  by  the 
Aleutian  Iflands,  with  fome  of  which  he  had  a 
communication.  He  afterwards  put  into  Prince 
William's  Sound,  and  was  forced  to  winter  in 
that  bay  :  twenty-three  of  his  people  there,  died  of 
cold  and  want.  He  returned  by  the  Sandwich 
Iflands  to  Macao,  where  he  arrived  on  the  2Cth 
of  October  1787, 

Captain  Tipping,  commanding  the  Sea-Otter,^ 
had  quitted  Calcutta  a  few  days  after  Captain 
Meares  :  his  deflination  was  iikev^ife  for  Princh 
William's  Sound;  where  he  arrived  in  the 
month  of  September  ;  and  he  there  found  the 
fnows  Captain  Cook  and  Experiment.  He 
thence  hihd  again  the  next  day,  in  order,  as  it 
is  thought,  to  go  to  Cook's  River  j  but,  fmce 
that  period  nothing  more  has  been  heard  of  the 
Sha-Otter,  and  it  is  fuppofed  that  his  veiTel  has 
been  lofl  *. 

Till  now,  all  the  expeditions  for  the  fur-trade 
had  failed  from  the  ports  of  Asia  :  and  the  Eng- 
Kfli  navigators,  known  under  the  denomination  of 
Indiamen,  had  no  other  competitors  than  the 
Portuguefe  of  Macao  :  the  allurement  of  the  im- 

*  See  Meares^ s  IntroJuBory  Voyage^  page  i.  and  following. 

menfe 


Gxxviii 


INTRODUCTION, 


menfe  profits  which  were  daily  made  under  the 
eyes  of  thofe  Afiatic  Europeans,  might  well  draw 
them  for  a  few  moments  from  their  torpor,  and 
incite  them  to  make  fome  effort  to  creep  into  the 
fleps  of  the  Englifli  ;  but  an  ill-diredled,  dilatory, 
and  ephemeral  competition,  could  never  keep  pace 
with  the  commercial  a6livity  of  their  indefatigable 
rivals.  The  Ihip-owners  who  had  firfl:  engaged 
in  the  career,  had  rather  to  dread  the  fpeculations 
of  Europe  ^  and,  in  facl,  the  European  (hips  were 
not  long  before  they  m.ade  their  appearance  on  the 
NORTH-WEST  coaH:  of  America  ;  they  were  foon 
followed  thither  by  thofe  belonging  to  the  United 
States  ;  but  thofe  of  the  Thames  got  the  ftart 
of  all  the  others. 

Richard  Cadman  Etches  and  other  mer- 
chants of  London  had,  in  the  month  of  May 
1785,  entered  into  a  commercial  copartnerlhip, 
under  the  title  of  the  King  George's  Sound  Conu 
party  ;  theobjecl  of  this  affociation  was  to  eftablifli 
a  regular  trade  between  the  north-west  coafl: 
and  China.  But  two  privileges  equally  oppofed 
this  enterprife  ;  that  of  the  South-Sea  Company 
who,  without  carrying  on  any  traffic  themfelves, 
(land  in  the  way  of  more  adventurous  merchants  ; 
and  that  of  the  East-India  Company,  who  carry 
on  too  much,  and  wifh  that  others  fhould  carry 
on  none  at  alL  A  négociation  was  fet  on  foot 
with  the  two  companies  :  as  the  former  did  not  wifh 
to  fend  any  (hips  into  their  South-Sea,  they  at 
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leaft  granted  a  licenfe  to  others,  to  fend  fome  :  the 
latter  granted  a  fimilar  licenfe,  and  at  the  fame 
time  engaged  to  give  fhips  that  (hould  bring  furs 
from  America  to  Canton,  freights  of  teas  to 
bring  from  China  to  Europe.  The  King 
George's  or  Nootka  Sound  Company  have 
evinced  what  an  affociation  of  merchants  and  men 
of  capital  can,  without  privilege,  undertake,  and 
execute,  when  not  oppofed  by  prejudice,  and  re- 
ftrained  by  monopolies. 

This  new  company  purchafed  and  fitted  out 
two  velTels,  the  fhip  King  George  of  3  20  tons, 
and  the  fnow  (^een  Charlotte  of  200  tons. 
Captain  Nathaniel  Portlock  was  appointed 
commander  of  the  larger  vefTel,  and  of  the  expe- 
dition, and  Captain  George  Dixon  of  the  fmall- 
er  :  thefe  two  officers  who  had  ferved  under  Cap- 
tain Cook,  had,  under  that  great  maftcr,  acquired 
a  competent  degree  of  knowledge  and  experience 
to  qualify  them  for  voyages. 

The  two  veflels  fet  fail  from  the  Downs,  on 
the  2d  of  September  1785  *.  Their  operations  on 
the  coafl;  of  America,  in  1786,  were  confined  to 
trading  in  Cook's  River  ;  but  they  w^ere  not 
able  to  penetrate  into  Prince  Wjlliam's  Sound.- 

*  See  A  Voyage  round  the  Worlds  by  Nathaniel  Portlock. 
London.  1789.  4to. —  //  Voyage  round  the  World  by  George 
Dixon.    London.  1789.  410. 
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They  quitted  the  north  coafl  in  order  to  proceed 
to  the  NORTH-WEST  coafl  ;  but,  being  thwarted 
by  the  winds,  they  renounced,  for  this  year,  the 
idea  of  trading  in  Nootka  Sound.  In  this  run, 
they  had  made  the  land  between  the  latitude  of 
58*^  and  37°  j  and  in  the  parallel  of  53°  they  had 
alfo  fight  of  land  which  they  judged  to  be  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  continent  ;  but  the  following  year, 
it  was  found  that  the  cape,  or  the  portion  of  the 
coaft  which  they  had  perceived  in  this  latitude, 
belongs  to  thofe  iHands  difcovered  by  La  Pé- 
rou se  ,  which  the  Englifh  have  fmce  named 
Queen  Charlotte's  Iflands. 

The  month  of  Odober  was  approaching  ;  it 
was  prudent  to  abandon  the  coafl:  :  the  two  fhips 
direded  their  courfe  for  the  Sandwich  Iflands 
which  afforded  refources  for  their  victualling. 
PoRTLOCK  rightly  judged,  that  it  would  be  lefs 
dangerous  to  the  health  of  the  people  to  occupy 
them  at  fea,  in  the  run  from  America  to  the 
Sandwich  Iflands,  and  in  the  return  from  thofe 
iflands  to  the  coafl,  than  to  caufe  them  to  winter 
in  a  country  where  the  feverity  of  the  climate 
and  the  fcarcity  of  fubfifl:ence  mufl:  make  him 
equally  dread  to  remain. 

On  the  return  of  fummer,  the  two  fhips  pro- 
ceeded back  to  the  north  coafl:  of  America,  and, 
on  the  23d  of  April  1787,  made  the  land  on 
Montague's  Ifland,  at  the  entrance  of  Prince' 
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William's  Sound,  in  the  latitude  of  59""  lo'. 
They  traded  for  fome  time  in  that  bay  ;  and,  after 
this  operation  was  completed,  they  feparated. 

In  the  latitude  of  sf  5°^  Portlock  difco- 
vered  Goulding's  and  Portlock's  Harbours, 
and  Salisbury  Sound.  While  he  was  at  anchor 
in  the  harbour  of  his  name,  in  57^48',  he  de- 
tached his  long-boat  to  vifit  the  part  of  the  coaft 
fituated  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  this  harbour,  and  to 
trade  there  for  furs  with  the  natives  by  whom  it 
is  inhabited.  In  her  excurfion,  the  long-boat  came 
to  the  mouth  of  a  narrow  channel  into  which  Ihe 
entered,  and  which  carried  her  to  the  north  part 
of  the  Baya  de  Guadalupa  of  the  Spaniards, 
to  the  eaft-north-eafl  of  Mount  San  Jacinto  and 
of  Cape  del  Engano  (Cook's  Mount  Edge- 
cuMBE  and  Cape  Edgecumbe);  in  the  latitude  of 
57°  10'.  This  route  proved  that  that  cape  and 
mountain  form  the  fouth  part  of  a  narrow  ifland, 
about  ten  leagues  long,  on  a  north-north- weft  and 
fouth-fouth-eaft  direction,  and  that  they  do  not 
belong  to  the  continent.  This  ifland  Captain 
Portlock  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Pitt's 
Ifland  ;  and  the  channel,  whole  northern  mouth 
is  in  Salisbury  Sound,  and  its  fouthern,  in 
Guadalupa  Bay,  was  called  Hayward's  Strait, 
from  the  name  of  one  of  the  officers  who  had  dif- 
covered  it. 

Here  Portlock  terminated  his  operations,  and 
direfted  his  courfe  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands. 

i  2  Djxon, 
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Dixon,  on  his  part,  had  difcovered,  in  the  pa- 
rallel of  Cook's  Admiralty  Bay,  towards  the 
latitude  of  59'*  30',  a  harbour  which  he  named 
Port  MuLGRAVE.  Thence,  in  following  the  coaft, 
he  put  into  Guadalupa  Bay,  which,  no  doubt, 
he  did  not  at  firft  know  to  be  that  of  the  Spani- 
ards, for  he  impofed  on  it  the  name  of  Norfolk 
Sound.  A  little  to  the  fouthv/ard  of  this  bay,  in 
the  latitude  of  56**  35',  he  difcovered  a  fine  har- 
bour which  he  named  Port  Banks,  in  honour 
of  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  the  enlightened  promoter 
of  every  enterprife  favourable  to  the  progrefs  of 
the  arts  and  fciences,  who,  at  his  own  expenfe, 
accompanied  Captain  Cook  in  his  firft  voyage 
round  the  world,  and  whofe  zeal,  talents,  and 
fortune  have  been  conftantly  employed  for  the 
good  of  his  country,  and  for  the  increafe  of  human 
knowledge.  Between  56°  and  55°,  he  faw  a  long 
chain  of  fmall  iflands  which  fill,  in  front  of  the 
continent,  the  fpace  comprifed  between  thofe  two 
parallels  ;  thefe  are  the  fame  which  La  Pc  rouse 
had  reconnoitred  in  1786,  and  to  which  he  gave 
the  colledive  name  of  Iles  des  Espagnols 
(Iflands  of  the  Spaniards),  becaufe  it  is  in  the 
fouth  part  of  this  little  archipelago  that  their  Port 
Bucarelli  is  fitualed.  In  continuing  his  route  to 
the  fouth-fouth-eafl,  Dixon  difcovered,  on  the 
I  ft  of  July,  a  land  in  54"  24':  this  was  the  north 
part  of  thofe  iflands  which  are  at  this  day  laid 
élown  on  the  Englilh  charts  under  the  name  of 

Queen 


INTRODUCTION. 


cxxxiit 


Queen  Charlotte's  Iflands,  and  of  which  La 
Pe ROUSE  had  been  the  firft  difcoverer  the  preced- 
ing year.  Dixon  ranged  along  this  archipelago, 
as  La  Pe  rouse  had  done,  by  its  weft  fhore,  toits 
fouthern  extremity,  doubled  it  to  the  fouthward, 
and  flood  again  to  the  northward,  ranging  along 
the  eaft  fhore,  as  far  as  53^'  10'.  In  this  latitude, 
he  perceived  to  the  eaftward,  in  the  diftance,  a 
cape  of  the  continent,  on  which  he  impofed  the 
name  of  Cape  Dalrymple  ;  a  homage  deferved- 
ly  paid  to  a  learned  navigator  whofe  refearches 
have  fo  much  contributed  to  arrange  the  chaos 
of  ancient  voyages,  and  whofe  hydrographical  la- 
bours and  writings,  by  improving  the  defcription 
of  the  globe,  have  facilitated  the  communications 
between  the  two  Worlds.  It  is  probable  that  Cape 
Dalrymple  is  the  lofty  part  of  fome  one  of  the 
iflands  which  form  Admiral  de  Fulnte's  archi- 
pelago of  San  Lazaro.  Captain  Dixon  ran 
down  the  eaft  coaft  of  Queen  Charlotte's 
Iflands  as  he  had  afcended  it,  without  puflung  his 
refearches  towards  the  continent.  He  then  pre- 
fented  himfelf  off  Nootka  Sound  ;  but  having 
been  informed,  by  fome  Engliih  veffels  that  were 
coming  out  of  it,  that  the 'trade,  for  this  year,  was 
exhaufted  in  that  quarter,  he  direded  his  courfe 
for  the  Sandwich  Iflands  where  he  rejoined  Cap- 
tain Portlock. 

The  two  fliips  carried  the  produce  of  their  trade 
to  Canton  whence  they  returned  to  England. 

i  3  Captains 
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Captains  Portlock  and  Dixon  having  vifited 
fome  parts  of  the  coafl  which  had  not  yet  been 
examined,  procured  cargoes  much  richer  than  any 
of  thofe  which  the  frequented  parts  had  been  able 
to  furnifli  to  the  fhips  from  India  which  had 
firft  engaged  in  this  new  branch  of  commerce  *, 

The  ports  of  England  and  her  men  of  capital 
feemed  not  Hkely  to  fatisfy  the  eagernefs  with 
which  her  navigators  would  have  proceeded  toward^ 
this  new  branch  of  riches,  had  not  their  flight  met 
with  an  infurmountable  barrier  in  the  privileges  of 
the  great  companies.  In  order  to  evade  thofe 
privileges  which  extended  only  to  the  expeditions 
that  it  was  wifhed  to  fet  on  foot  in  the  ports  of  the 
three  kingdoms,  the  Englifh  fpeculators  came  to 
feek  on  the  continent,  for  that  liberty  which  mo- 
nopoly had,  long  fmce,  banifhedfrom  their  iflands. 

Tfie  Imperial  Eagle,  commanded  by  Captain 
Berkeley,  was  diFpatched  from  the  port  of 
OsTEND  towards  the  end  of  November  of  the  year 
1786. 

He  arrived  at  Nootka  Sound  in  the  month  of 
Auguft  of  the  following  year.  He  vifited  a  part  of 
the  coafl:  fituated  to  the  fouthward  of  Nootka, 
and,  in  running  down  it  again,  he  came  to  an  inlet 
or  bay  which  has  received  his  name.  His  long- 
boat, being  difpatched  from  this  lafl;-mentioned 
port  in  order  to  make  a  furvey  of  the  moft 
fouthern  parts,  difcovered  in  the  latitude  of  48° 


♦  See  PortlocPs  Voyage.-^Dixon's  Voyage. 
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30',  an  înlet  or  ftrait  ;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  this  is  the  fame  which  Juan  de  Fuca  had 
difcovered  in  1592,  and  which  is  indicated  nearly 
under  this  parallel.  (See  farther  back,  page  x  and 
xi.),  ' 

It  is  faid  that  Captain  Berkeley  arrived  at 
China  a  year  after  his  departure  from  Ostend  *  : 
it  mud  therefore  be  prefumed  that  he  had  found 
every  facility  in  carrying  on  his  trade,  fince,  in  fo 
(hoYt  an  interval,  he  had  been  able,  without  in- 
terrupting his  commercial  operations,  to  facrifice 
fome  days  to  the  examination  of  the  coaft,  and 
to  apply  himfelf  to  a  refearch  which  has  cleared  up 
a  point  of  the  hiftory  of  ancient  voyages,  and  re- 
vived Don  Juan  de  Fuca  in  order  to  make  him 
enjoy  the  difcovery  of  his  Strait,  which  Geogra- 
phers had  confidered  as  fabulous. 

In  giving  an  account  of  the  expedition  of  Cap- 
tains PoRTLocK  and  Dixon,  I  have  faid  that, 
when  the  latter  appeared  off  Nootka  Sound,  in 
the  beginning  of  Auguft  1787,  he  met  with  fome 
veffels  that  were  coming  out  of  it,  and  diffuaded 
him  from  entering  it  :  thefe  veffels  were  a  fiiip  and 
a  floop  belonging  to  the  owners  of  the  Ihips  com- 
manded by  PoRTLOcK  and  Dixon,  Mr.  Etches 
and  his  affociates.  Thefhip,  named  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  was  commanded  by  Captain  Colnett, 
and  the  floop,  the  Princess  Royal,  by  Captain 
Duncan.    Thefe  captains,  difpatched  from  Eng- 


*  See  Berkeley's  Voyage. 
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LAND  în  the  month  of  September  in  the  year 
1786,  had  begun  by  eftablifhing,  to  the  fouth  of 
America  on  Staten  Land  which  forms,  with 
TiERRA  DEL  FuEGO,  the  Strait  of  Le  Maire, 
a  factory  for  the  purpofe  pf  colleding  feal-lkins  and 
extrading  oil  .from  their  flefh.  Having  accom- 
pliftied  this  bufmefs,  they  made  the  beft  of  their 
way  to  NooTKA  Sound,  without  touching  at  any 
other  place  *. 

I  know  of  no  particular  account  of  the  voyage 
of  thefe  two  veffels  ;  but  Dixon,  in  one  of  his 
polemical  works  direded  againft  Captain  Meares, 
has  printed  a  letter  which  was  written  by  Captain 
Duncan,  dated  Islington  the  17th  of  January 
1791,  and  in  which  the  latter  himfelf  marks  his 
track  and  mentions  the  furveys  which  he  made  of 
the  eaft  coafl  of  Queen  Charlotte's  fflands, 
and  of  the  coalt  of  the  pppofite  continent. 

The  Prince  of  Wales,  commanded  by  Col- 
NETT,  and  the  Princess  Roval  by  Duncan, 
after  having  pafled  the  winter  of  1787,  at  the 
Sandwich  Iflands,  returned  to  the  coaft  in  the 
fummer;  and,  on  the  31ft  of  March  1788,  Dun- 
can being  bound  to  the  fouthern  parts,  anchored 
in  NqoTKA  Sound,  while  Colnett  direded  his 
courfe  to  Prince  William's  Sound,  in  order  to 
trade  there  and  in  the  other  parts  to  the  north^ 

WARD. 

*  Dixon^s  Voyage,  pages  xx.  and  ccxj^xii.  -And  Meares's^ 
Voyages^  page  Iv. 
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On  recapitulating  the  various  operations  of  Cap- 
tain Duncan,  it  appears  that  he  anchored  and 
traded  in  feveral  harbours  of  the  eaft  coafl: 
Queen  Charlotte's  Iflands,  that  he  followed 
thefe  iflands,  examined  and  vifited  them,  from  the 
latitude  of  52°  to  54^ 

From  this  parallel,  he  crofled  the  channel  which 
feparates  thefe  firft-mentioned  iflands  from  the 
continent,  and  proceeded  to  fome  other  iflands, 
fituated  to  the  eaftward,  which  he  named  Princess 
Royal's  Iflands,  and  which  occupy,  in  a  body, 
the  fpace  comprifed  between  54  and  51  degrees. 
This  archipelago  affords,  among  the  numerous 
iflands  of  which  it  is  compofed,  bays,  harbours, 
openings,  inlets,  and  paflages,  a  part  of  which 
Captain  Dun  Can  examined  ;  in  nineteen  of  which 
he  anchored,  not  without  being  frequently  expofed 
to  the  danger  of  lofmg  his  veflel  ;  and  where  an 
abundant  trade  indemnified  him  for  his  fatigues, 
and  made  him  forget  the  riflis  which  he  had  run. 
He  coafted  thefe  iflands  to  the  parallel  where  the 
archipelago  terminates. 

He  then  returned  to  Nootka  Sound  which 
CoLNETT  had  fixed  for  the  place  of  rendezvous  : 
but  the  Prince  of  Wales  not  arriving,  Duncan 
put  to  fea  again.  He  continued  to  run  down  the 
jcoaft,  anchored  off  a  village  called  Ahousett, 
and  his  route  to  the  fouthward  brought  him  to 
the  parallel  of  Fuca's  Strait  or  Inlet,  the  latitude 
pf  which  he  fixes  at  48°  30'.    He  anchored  on 
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the  fouth  coafl:  of  the  Strait  off  a  village  called 
Claasit  or  Claaset  *,  and  there  traded.  On 
quitting  it,  he  pufhed  his  furveys  as  far  as  the 
forty-feventh  parallel  ;  and,  in  this,  latitude,  he 
quitted  the  coafl  in  order  to  repair  to  the  Sand- 
wich Iflands  whence  he  was  to  take  his  route  for 
China. 

Captain  Dixon  f  makes  mention  of  a  Plan  of 
Fuca's  Strait,  dated  the  15th  of  Auguft  1788, 
drawn  by  Charles  Duncan,  Majier  in  the  Royal 
Navy,  which  Mr.  Alexander  Dalrymple 
caufed  to  be  engraved,  and  which  he  publilhed 
on  the  14th  of  January  1790.    In  it  is  feen  the 

*  It  may  be  remarked  that  the  names  of  the  two  villages  fitu- 
ated  on  this  part  of  the  coail,  as  they  are  mentioned  by  Duncan^ 
Ahoujet  and  Claafet,  have  terminations  which  appear  incongru- 
ous, if  we  compare  them  with  the  ordinary  final  letters  of  the 
words  and  names  with  which  we  are  acquainted  in  fome  of  the 
languages  fpoken  on  the  north-iuejl  coafi  ;  but  they  remind  us 
of  the  names  which  are  to  be  met  with  in  Fuente\  narrative 
(farther  back,  pages  xxviii  to  xxxi)  the  towns  of  Conojfct  and 
Mtnhanfet,  the  peninfula  of  Conibajfetj  Bajfet  Ifiand.  This 
affinity,  I  fhould  fay  even  this  refemblance  of  names,  may 
prove  that  thofe  v^rhich  are  mentioned  in  Fuenteh  narrative  have 
not  been  invented  :  but  the  difcovery  of  this  admiral,  his  Archi- 
pelago of  San  La%aro,  and  his  River  of  Los  Reyes,  are  indi- 
cated towards  the  latitude  of  53°  ;  and  this  parallel  is  com- 
prifed  between  that  of  54*'  and  that  of  51",  the  interval  of 
w^iich  is  occupied  by  the  Pr'mcefs  RayaV%  Archipelago  oî  Dun- 
emu  I  fhall  not,  however,  thence  conclude  that  Conojfet  and 
Minhanjet  are  large  towns,  as  is  exprefied  in  the  narrative  which 
enlarges  every  thing  :  but  I  think  that  it  may  tUence  be  con- 
cluded that  thefe  names  are  country  names,  and  that  Fuente^ 
who  mentions  them,  had  vifited  the  country. 

'\  Further  Remarks* 
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anchorage  of  the  Princess  Royal  in  the  Strait 
which  is  no  more  than  fourteen  miles  in  width. 

Captain  Duncan  had  communicated  to  Captain 
Meares  the  Chart  of  his  voyage;  but  he  com- 
plains that  the  latter  has  not  given  with  accuracy 
what  it  reprefented.  I  know  not  whether  this 
chart  have  been  publifhed  in  England;  but  it  is 
difEcult,  or  rather  it  is  impofnble  to  apply  to  that 
of  Meares  what  Duncan  fets  forth  in  his  jour, 
nal  ;  according  to  him,  his  Princess  Royales 
Archipelago,  beginning,  to  the  northward,  in  the 
latitude  of  54'',  terminates,  to  the  fouthward,  in 
51°.  On  Meares's  Chart,  a  large  archipelago 
extends  from  56^  30'  as  far  as  48°  30',  that  is,  to 
Fuca's  Strait  which  terminates  it  to  the  fouth- 
ward. This  large  archipelago,  of  which  the 
N00TKA  Sound  of  Cook,  and  Berkeley  Sound 
occupy  the  fouth  part,  there  bears  the  name  of 
Northern  Archipelago  ;  and,  towards  the 
middle  of  its  weft  coaft,  is  feen  a  fmall  archipelago 
wedged  into  the  large  one,  under  the  name  of 
Princess  Royal  Islands.  Mr.  Meares  fays 
that  "  The  year  1788  was  piodudive  of  conne6l- 
"  ing,  in  fome  meafure,  the  detached  and  feparate 
•  diicoveries  of  the  preceding  years."  They  are 
coîineâled^  indeed,  on  his  Chart,  and  we  might  re- 
quire that  ihey  fiiould  there  appear  more  di/îinêî, 
"  There  were  then  on  the  coaft,"  continues  he, 

the  fliips  PMnce  of  Wales  and  Princess 
"  Royal,  the  Felice,  the  Iphigenia,  Englifli, 
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Columbia  and  Washington,  belonging  to 
"  the  United'States  ;  who  each  contributed  her 
"  fliare  towards  completing  the   charts   of  the 
North-weftern  parts  of  the  world  which  are  at- 
tached  to  this  volume         One  of  the  Charts 
that  Mr.  Me  ares  means,  no  doubt,  is  the  general 
chart  which  he  has  prefixed  to  the  account  of  his 
voyages  :  we  there  fee  clearly  what  parts,  in  ge- 
neral,  have  been  difcovered,    or  rather  found 
again  ;  and  we  may  thence  conclude  that  the 
coafl  is  nearly  known  :  but  the  Chart  leaves  every 
thing  to  be  wifhed  for  refpeding  the  details.  In  or- 
der to  be  better  acquainted  with  the  borders  of 
this  country,  towards  which  Europeans  have  pro- 
ceeded with  fo  much  ardour,  we  muft  wait  till  an 
able  hand,  colleâing  all  the  fcattered  pieces,  and, 
after  having  feparately  fubmitted  them  to  the  laws 
of  criticifm,  arranges  them,  afforts  them,  and  pre- 
fents  to  us  a  general  chart  in  which  each  of  the 
particular  difcoverers  may  recognize  and  diilinguifh 
what  belongs  to  him,  and  enjoy  with  honour,  and 
\vithout  conteflation,  the  merit  of  his  refearches 
and  the  fruit  of  his  labours  f. 

The 

*  Meares's  Voyages,  page  Iv. 

\  We  conceive  from  the  quotations  which  are  to  be  met  with 
in  the  journals  of  Captains  Dixon  and  Meares  and  in  their  po- 
lemical writings,  that  moll  of  the  Englifh  navigators  who  have 
frt-quentcd  the  north-wejî  coaft  of  Jmei-'ica  have  conftruded,  of 
the  pares  which  they  have  had  an  opportunity  of  vifiting,  charts 
that  do  not  appear  to  have  been  publifhed  at  the  time  ;  but 
perhaps  they  are  publifhed  at  this  day.  Dixon  fays,  in  the  In^ 
tioducîlon  of  his  journal,  that  in  conftruéting  the  chart  on 

which 
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The  Princess  Royal's  Iflands  are  evidently 
the  fame  that  La  Pkrouse  had  fight  ofin  1786, 
in  the  fame  gulf,  and  in  the  fame  parallels , of  52"^ 
and  53**  in  which  Duncan  found  them  ;  and 
their  latitude  admits  not  of  a  doubt  of  its  being 
that  fame  archipelago  fituated  in  53%  in  the  wind- 
ing channels  of  which  Admiral  de  Fuente  navi- 
gated with  his  boats  founding  ahead.  We  are 
therefore  now  certain  that  the  Archipelago  of  San 
Lazaro  is  no  longer  to  be  reckoned  among  the 
imaginary  {{[dinds^  and  that  La  PiIrguse,  in  1786, 
and  Du CAN,  in  1788,  have  found  again  a  part 
of  the  difcoveries  of  the  Spanifh  admiral  :  thence 
it  mufl:  not  be  concluded,  no  doubt,  that  every 
thing  is  true  in  Fuente's  narrative  ;  but  it  is 
fufficiently  fo  to  induce  navigators  to  make  frefli 
attempts  that  may  at  length  tend  to  verify  what 
there  may  ftill  be  real  in  the  account  of  a  voyage 
in  which  all  appeared  extraordinary,  wonderful, 
and  incredible. 


v.'hkh  he  has  marked  his  two  tracks,  he  has  made  ufe  of  that 
of  Captain  Guifey  commander  of  the  fnow  Experiment^  of  that 
of  Captain  Hanna,  commander  of  the  fnow  Sea  - Offer,  and 
of  that  of  Captain  Berkeley,  commander  of  the  Imperi  .1  Eagle- 
Captain  Meures  who  htis  con  fulled  the  fame  charts  and  made 
life  of  them,  regrets  infinitely  that  of  Colnett,  of  which  the 
Spaniards  took  pofTeffion  when  that  captain  was  made  prifoner. 
Captain  Duncan,  in  his  letter  to  Dixon,  fpeaks  of  the  chart 
which  he  himfelf  conllru£led,  and  which,  he  fiiys,  had  been 
copied  partly  into  that  of  Captain  Meares,  8cq. 


Captain 
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Captain  Meares  who,  in  1786,  had  made  a  firft 
voyage  to  the  north- west  coaft  of  America, 
undertook  a  fécond  in  1788,  with  the  fhip  Ï'elice 
of  230  tons,  which  he  commanded,  and  Iphige- 
NiA  of  200  tons, commanded  by  Captain  Douglas. 
He  fet  fail  from  China  in  the  month  of  January  of 
this  year,  and  towards  the  middle  of  May,  arrived 
at  N00TKA  Sound  where  he  built  a  fmall  vefTel  : 
this  operation  required  as  much  time  as  it  experi- 
enced difficulty  ;  but  the  exertions,  the  refources, 
and  the  perfeverance  of  the  chief  of  the  enterprife, 
were  crov/ned  by  a  fuccefs  that  juflified  him  for 
having  conceived  it  poffible. 

In  1789,  Meares  vifited  the  part  of  the  coaft 
which  is  fituated  to  the  fouthward  of  Nootka  ; 
he  difcovered  fome  harbours  which  had  not  yet 
received  European  fhips,  and  widied  to  afcertain 
the  exidence  of  the  large  Strait  of  Fuca  already 
found  again,  in  1787,  by  Captain  Berkeley,  and 
in  which  Captain  Duncan,  in  17S8,  had  an- 
chored and  traded  with  the  natives.  Meares 
caufed  it  to  be  vifited  by  his  long-boat.  "She 
*^  had  failed,"  fays  he,  "  near  thirty  leagues  up  the 
Strait,  and  at  that  diflance  from  the  fea  it  wasf 
about  fifteen  leagues  broad  *,  with  a  clear  hori- 

"  zott 

*  Meares* s  long  boat,  according  to  his  narrative,  had  failed 
near  thirty  leagues  up  the  Strait,  or  to  the  eaftward  of  its  weft 
mouth  ;  and  as,  from  the  point  wliich  fhe  had  reached,  the 
view  extended  to  the  eail  iox  fjteen  leagues  more,  it  would 

thence 
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zon  flretching  to  the  eaft  for  fifteen  leagues 
more*."  The  long-boat  had  a  rather  warm  en. 
gagement  with  the  Americans  who  inhabit  the 
borders  of  the  channel  \  whith  did  not  prevent 


thence  refult  that  fhe  would  have  difcovered  a  fpace  of  forty- 
Jive  leagues  of  y^^,  beyond  which  no  continent  had  yet  been  per- 
ceived. 

It  appears  that  Captain  Meares  forgot  himfelf,  when  he  fays, 
in  his  narrative,  that  his  long-boal  had  failed  near  thirty  leagues 
up  the  Strait,  for  we  read  in  the  account  given  him  by  Robert 
Diiffin,  the  officer  commanding  the  long-boat  in  this  expedition, 
and  which  is  printed  at  the  end  of  the  narrative  [Appendix  No» 
IV.  Copy  of  Mr.  Dujin*?,  Journ^tl)  that  when  he  rehnquifiied 
his  refearches  in  the  Strait,  he  was  at  the  diftance  of  eight  leagues 
from  the  ivejî  mouth,  which  bore  from  him  weft-fouth-weft,  and 
three  leagues  from  a  harbour  which  he  named  Port  Hawkefburyt 
and  which  bore  from  him  north  by  eaft  ;  now,  as  this  harbour 
is  the  moft  eaftern  point  that  the  boat  had  reached,  and  as  it 
is  diftant  only  eleven  leagues  [eight  on  the  one  hand,  and  three  on 
the  other)  from  the  Wejl  mouth,  it  thence  refults  that  the 
iong-boat  had  proceeded  in  the  Strait,  from  E^ajl  to  JVeJly  only 
thefe  fame  eleven  leagues. 

As  for  the  clear  horizon  Jlrétching  to  the  eajl  for  fifteen  leagues^ 
which  Captain  Meares  fuppofes  the  long-boat  muit  have  at  the 
point  to  which  her  courfe  towards  the  eaft  was  limited,  we  may 
obferve  to  him,  with  Captain  Z)/W?z  (Further  Remarks,  page 
48),  that  "  as  his  people  never  landed,  they  muft  have  feen 
**  thefe  forty  five  miles  to  the  eaftward,  out  of  the  boat  but 
I  cannot  find  it  poffible,  to  fee  from  a  boat  like  her  any  thino- 
near  that  diftance  ;  for  no  mode  of  calculation  that  I  know  of, 
where  the  height  of  the  eye  could  not  be  above  feyen  or  eight 
feet,  will,  after  allowing  for  refraftion,  give  the  diftance  to 
be  feen  in  the  horizon,  more  than  fix  miles. 

*  This  width  of  fifteen  leagues,  or  forty -Ji've  miles,  is  very 
different  from  that  of  fourteen  miles  given  it  by  the  plan  con- 
ftruded  by  Captain  Duncan.    (Farther  back,  page  cxxxviii.) 

the 
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the  Englift),  acGording  to  a  law  which  may  be 
that  of  convenience,  but  which,  no  doubt,  they 
will  not  call  the  Law  of  Nations,  from  taking 
pofleiïiDn,  in  the  name  of  the  King  of  Eng-jl  and,- 
of  a  country  which  mod  affuredly  the  proprietors 
did  not  appear  difpofed  to  fhare  with  his  Britannic" 
Majefty.  It  is  probable  that  Juan  de  Fuca,  at  a 
more  remote  period,  had  likewife  taken  pofleflion 
of  it  in  the  name  of  his  Catholic  Majefty  :  and  to 
all  thefe  ads  of  taking  pofleffion  by  foreign  fove- 
reigns,  there  is  no  more  wanting  but  the  ratification 
by  the  natural  fovereign,  the  proprietor. 

The  ÎPH1GENIA,  commanded  by  Captain  Dou- 
glas, which  had  feparated  from  the  Felice  dur- 
ing the  run  from  China  to  the  north-west  coaft, 
had  at  hrft  proceeded  to  Cook's  River,  and  thence 
to  Prince  William's  Sound,  and  had  traded  for 
furs  in  both  thofe  harbours.  She  had  then  again 
run  down  the  coaft,  and  vifited  on  her  route  fome 
ports  which  were  not  yet  known,  one,  among 
others,  towards  the  latitude  of  5 5%  on  which  Cap- 
tain Douglas  impofed  the  name  of  Port  Meares. 
This  harbour  is  fituated  on  the  northern  fide  of 
the  Strait,  which,  to  the  northward,  feparates  front 
the  continent  the  lands  difcovered,  in  17&6,  by 
La  Perouse,  and  called,  in  the  Englifli  charts. 
Queen  Charlotte's  Iflands  :  it  appears  that 
Captain  Douglas  is  the  firft  known  navigatoi? 
who  paffed  through  this  Strait,  and  thus  pene- 
trated, by  the  north  fide,  into  the  gulf  or  chan- 
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nel  which  is  fituated  between  the  ifl?nds  to  the 
weft  and  the  Archipelago  of  San  Lazaro 
Douglas  ranged  along  this  channel  throughout 
its  whole  length,  without  ever  ceafing  to  fee  the 
land  on  both  fides,  and  he  ran  down  as  far  as 
NooTKA  Sound,  where  he  rejoined  Captain 
Meares. 

The  two  (hips  carried  to  Canton  the  furs  which 
had  been  procured  on  the  different  parts  of  the 
coaft  that  they  had  vifitedf* 

Since  a  part  of  North  America  had  (haken 
off  the  yoke  of  England,  and  had  formed  a  fede« 
rative  Republic,  her  commerce  difengaged  from  the 
bonds  that  fettered  irs  operations,  had  acquired 
an  extenfion  to  which  Ihe  was  not  allowed  to  af- 
pire  as  long  as  fhe  was  in  the  dependency  of  an 
European  mother  country,  whofe  privileged  com- 
panies impeded,  in  both  hemifpheres,  every  circu- 
lation contrary  to  the  concentered  intereds  of  mo- 
nopoly. The  liberty  of  this  new  Republic  was 
fcarcely  fecured,  before  fhe  thought  of  direding 
her  fpeculations  towards  India  and  China.  But 
neither  the  produffions  of  her  foil,  nor  the  pro- 
duce of  her  induflry,  afforded  her  an  aliment  for 
a  traffic  with  the  Chinefe  ;  and  filver  and  gold, 
which  makes  up  for  the  deficiency  of  every  fort 

*  Captain  Dixon  lays  claim  to  being  the  ^^Jl  itjho,  at  the 
diftance  of"  34miles,  y^w  this  paffage  to  the  novth  of  ^een 
Charlotte^  Iflands  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  he  appears  to  admit 
that  Douglas  is  the  iir^  luho  paffed through  It,  (See  Further 
Remarks,  page  48.) 

t  See  Meares^ s  Voyages,  page  Ixij. 
VOL.  I*  k  of 
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of  commodity  and  merchandife  In  trade  with  that 
people,  were  yet  too  fcarce  in  a  rifing  Republic, 
for  her  to  be  able,  without  prejudicing  her  other 
operations  and  her  engagements  with  her  creditors 
of  Europe,  to  divert  from  the  infufficient  mafs  of 
her  currency  the  capitals  necelTary  for  maintaining 
an  aâive  trade  with  China  :  furs  might  ferve  in 
lieu  :  and  the  attention  of  the  American  congrefs 
was  ready  in  aiming  at  a  refource  which  was  to 
fupply  the  want  or  the  infufficiency  of  other  means. 
But  thole  articles  of  barter,  although  placed  near 
the  United  States,  and,  in  a  manner,  under  their 
hand,  if  we  compare  the  little  diftance  at  which 
they  are  from  them,  with  that  at  which  the  nations 
of  Europe  yet  remain  feparated  by  a  barrier  hi- 
therto infurmountable  ;  and  what  Nature  feems  t© 
prefent  to  them  five  hundred  leagues  from  their 
weft  frontiers,  a  voyage  of  upwards  of  five  thoufand 
leagues  is  neceifary  for  them  to  fucceed  in  pro- 
curing. This  difficulty  could  not  ftop  the  Ameri- 
cans :  thofe  very  men  who,  fmce  their  active  in- 
duftry  is  no  longer  enchained  by  the  exclufive  pri- 
vilege of  a  South-Sea  Company,  go  and  har- 
poon the  whale  on  the  coaft  of  Brasil,  and  in  the 
frozen  tracks  of  the  Antarctic  Seas,  have  not 
hefitated  to  undertake  voyages  in  which,  ranging 
twice  along  the  continent  of  the  Ne  w  World,  from 
North  to  South,  and  from  South  to  North,  they 
feek  in  the  higheft  latitudes  on  the  weft  coaft  of 
their  America,  and  convey  to  its  eaft  coaft,  thofe 

valuable 


INTRODUCTION.; 


cxlvii 


valuable  fkîns  which  alone  could  procure  them  a 
fupplementary  mean  of  opening  a  lucrative  trade 
with  the  empire  of  China.  Depots  of  peltry, 
formed  in  their  ports,  and  afterwards  diftributed 
among  their  (hips  which  are  employed  in  the  expe- 
ditions to  Asia,  give  them  in  return,  both  teas  of 
which  habit  has  made  a  want  to  which  perhaps 
they  owe  their  liberty,  and  thofe  rich  India 
goods  which  republican  fimplicity  fcarcely  allows 
of,  but  which,  being  neceHary  to  the  luxury  of 
Europe  and  of  her  weftern  colonies,  become,  in 
the  trade  of  the  Americans,  articles  of  barter 
againft  commodities  of  real  neceffity  which  Nature 
has  refufed  to  their  climate. 

It  is  probable  that  the  ftiip-ownersof  theUNiTÊô 
States,  excited  and  encouraged  by  their  govern* 
ment,  have  multiplied  their  expeditions  to  the 
northp-west  coaft  of  America;  but  no  printed 
account  has  made  known  to  Eup.ope  the  voyages 
that  they  have  undertaken.  Hitherto,  the  Ame- 
ricans a6l  more  than  they  write  ;  let  us  wifh,  for 
the  tranquillity  of  the  world  and  the  happinefs  of 
the  human  race,  that  the  faculty  of  communicating 
our  thoughts  from  pole  to  pole,  may  ever  be  ia 
their  hands  only  a  mean  of  uniting  and  enlighten* 
ing  mankind,  and  that  they  may,  at  no  time,  abufe 
it  for  the  purpofe  of  agitating  the  paffions  and 
overthrowing  empires. 

Captain  Meares  has,  in  the  Journal  of  his  voy- 
ages, given  us  an  account  of  the  firft  expedition 
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which  the  United  States  dire£):ed  to  the 
NORTH-WEST  coaft  :  and  as  it  has  procured  fomc 
difcoveries,  it  deferves  to  be  mentioned  *. 

The  firft  vefTels  that  the  United  States  dif- 
patched  from  Boston  in  the  month  of  Auguft 
1787,  were  the  floop  Washington,  of  about  one 
hundred  tons  burden,  and  the  ColuMéia,  a  (hip 
of  300  tons,  both  under  the  command  of  Mr. 
Grey,  who  was  on  board  of  the  floop.  Thefe 
two  vefTels  were  to  keep  company  with  each  other, 
but  a  gale  of  wind  having  feparated  them  in  the  la- 
titude of  59°  fouth,  the  Washington  arrived 
alone  at  Nootka,  on  the  î7th  of  September, 
1788  f.  Captain  Grey  had  put  into  a  harbour 
on  the  coaft  of  Drake's  New  Albion,  towards 
the  latitude  of  45°  norths  where  his  floop  got  on 
(hore,  and  was  in  danger  of  being  loft  on  the  bar 
that  runs  acrofs  the  entrance  of  this  harbour  which 
can  admit  none  but  veffels  of  a  very  fmall  draught 
of  water  :  the  floop  was  attacked  by  the  natives  of 
the  coaft  ;  one  of  his  people  was  killed  ;  one  of  his 
oflicers  was  wounded  j  and  the  captain  thought 

*  Mr.  Mmres  had  thefe  details  from  Mr.  Grey  himfelf, 
commander  of  the  expedition.    (See  Meares's  Voyages,  P^ge 

219-) 

■J-  A  palTage  of  a  year  \  This  is  going  very  far  for  flcins  of 
animals,  for  an  inhabitant  of  North  America  where  they 
abound  !  The  Americans  no  doubt  have  experienced  that  the 
furs  of  the  part  which  they  occupy  on  the  continent,  and  of 
the  parts  bordering  on  it,  are  not  in  much  eftimation  at 
China  y  and  do  not  procure  a  profit  fo  confiderable  as  that 
^5^'hich  may  be  expeéled  from  the  peltry  of  the  North-wejl  coaft. 
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hîmfelf  fortunate  in  having  been  able  to  fave  his 
veflel. 

Captain  Meares  became  acquainted  with  the 
American  captain  at  Nootka  Sound,  and  was 
eager  to  impart  to  him  the  difcovery,  or  rather 
the  furvey  which,  by  means  of  his  long-boat,  he 
had  made  of  the  inlet  or  (Irait  of  Juan  de  Fuca, 
towards  the  latitude  of  48°  30'. 

"  The  Washington,"  fays  Mr.  Meares, 
"entered  the  Straits  of  Fuca,  the  knowledge  of 
"  which  fhe  had  received  from  us  ;  and,  pene- 
"  trating  up  them,  entered  into  an  extenfive  fea^ 
"  where  IJie  fteered  to  the  northward  and  eaft-^ 
"  ward,  and  had  communication  with  the  various 

tribes  who  inhabit  the  (hores  of  the  various 
"  iflands  that  are  fituated  at  the  back  of  Nootka 
«  Sound,  and  fpeak,  with  fome  little  variation, 
*^  the  language  of  the  Nootkan  people. 

The  mofl  eafterly  diredion  of  the  Washing- 
"  ton's  courfe,"  continues  Mr.  Meap*f:s,  "is  to 
"  the  longitude  of  237^  eaft  of  Greenv^'ich  (or 
"  125®  20'  weft  from  ParisJ,  It  is  probable, 
"  however,  that  the  mafter  of  that  veiTcl  (Mr^ 
"  Grey)  did  not  make  any  aftronomicai  ob!er- 
"  vations  to  give  juft  data  of  that  ftation  ;  but 
"  as  we  have  thofe  made  by  Captain  Cook  at 
"  Nootka  Sound,  we  may  be  able  to  form  a 
*^  conjedure  fomewhat  approaching  the  truth, 
"  concerning  the  diftance  between  Nootka  and 

the  eafternmoil  ftation  of  the  Washington  in 
k  3  "  the 
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*^  the  northern  archipelago  ;  and,  confequently, 
this  ftation  may  be  prefumed  to  be  in  the  longi- 
tude,  or  thereabouts,  of  237''  eafl:  of  Green- 

As  the  aftronomical  obfervations,  made  in  Cap- 
tain Cook's  third  voyage,  place  Nootka  Sound, 
in  233"  18'  30"  eaft  from  Greenwich  it  thence 
refults  that  Mr.  Me  a  res  has  fuppofed  that  the 
track  of  the  floop  Washington  mud  have  paffed 
about  3*^  4o\  or  47  leagues  to  the  eaflward  of 
Nootka  He  fays,  befides,  that  he  offers  "  the 
^'  proofs  brought  by  the  Washington,  which 

failed  through  a  fea  that  extends  upwards  of 

eight  degrees  of  latitude  ;j;.'' 

If  we  cad  pur  eyes  on  the  chart  which  is  prefixed 
to  the  account  of  Mi-ares's  Voyages,  and  on 
which  he  has  reprefented  the  difcovery  of  the 
Washington,  we  fee,  in  fetting  out  from  Fuca's 
Strait,  an<^,^afcending  to  the  north-ward,  a  large 
archipelago  which  he  dillinguifhes  by  the  name 
Q.^ Northern  Archipelago,  and  which  extends 
between  the  latitude  of  48°  30',  and  56"  30',  on 
a  mean  breadth  of  about  50  leagues  :  and  towards 
53'',are  feen  Captain  Duncan's  Princess  Roy- 
al's lllands  or  Fuentk'    Archipelago  of  S^m 

*  See  Meares^s  FoyrgeS)  page  Ivi. 

f  See  The  original  JJronomical  Obfervations  made  in  the 
lyurfi  of  a  Voyage  to  the  Northern  Pacific  Ocean,  JBy  W.  Bayly, 
London.  1782.  410.  page  349. 

X  See  Meares^s  Voyages^  page  Ixii. 

Lazaro, 


INTRODUCTION.  cli 

Lazard,  wedged  into  the  large  archipelago.  To 
the  eaftward  of  this  afleinblage  of  numberlefs 
iflands,  fome  of  which  are  wholly  delineated,  and 
the  greater  part  merely  indicated  by  openings, 
ought  to  be  marked  the  track  of  the  Washing- 
ton ;  and,  at  a  great  diftance  frotn  this  track, 
ought  to  be  feen  the  great  lands  of  the  continent  ; 
fo  that,  between  thofe  lands  and  the  archipelago, 
is  a  fea  or  an  immenfe  bafm,  into  which  a  veffel 
may  enter  by  all  the  palTages  or  channels  that  the 
iflands  muft  leave  between  them.  Mr.  Me  a  res 
does  not  fay  whether  rhe  Washington,  after 
having  entered  this  fea  on  its  fouth  fide,  by  Fuca'§ 
Strait,  came  out  of.it  by  fome  one  of  the  openings 
that  are  feen  in  the  north  part  of  the  archipelago, 
or  whether  flie  came  out  of  it  by  the  fanie  (trait  by 
which  fhe  had  penetrated  into  it.  ^ 

I  fhall  not  undertake  to  difcufs  here  the  report  on 
which  this  great  difcovery  is  founded  :  the  data  are 
too  doubtful,  the  explanation  is  too  imperfect  for 
us  to  be  able  to  fubmitit  to  inveiiigation,  and  exa- 
mine it  according  to  the  rules  of  criticifm.  I  (hall 
content  myfelf  with  obferving  that  the  narrative  and 
the  charts  of  Captain  Meares  appeared  in  London 
as  far  back  as  1750,  and  that,  neverthelefs,  the  Eng- 
lifh  geographer  Arrowsmith,  who  has  carefully 
laid  down  on  his  large  Planifphere,  which  he  did 
not  publifh  till  1794,  all  the  difcoveries  prior  to 
that  period,  has  not  there  indicated  this  interior  fea 
in  which  the  Washington  mufl  have  proceeded  at 
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leafl  one  hundred  and  fixty  leagues  from  fouth  to 
north,  fmce  fhe  "  failed  through  a  fea,"  fays 
Captain  Meares,  "  that  extends  upwards  of 
eight  degrees  in  latitude  we  merely  fee  on 
the  new  Planifphere,  the. Archipelago  of  San  La- 
ZARo  under  the  name  of  Princess  Royal's 
Jflands  which  Duncan  has  given  it;  and  to  the 
wedward  of  this  archipelago,  at  a  mean  diftance 
of  about  twenty  leagues,  the  large  lands  which  La 
p£ ROUSE  difcovered  and  ranged  along,  in  1786, 
between  52  and  54  degrees,  and  which  Dixon 
who  reconnoitred  them  in  1787,  has  called  Queen 
Charlotte's  Iflands,  from  the  name  of  his  velTel. 
I  fhall  ,not  believe  that  Arrowsmith  has  negleded 
to  indicate  the  difcovery  of  the  Washington  be- 
caufe  it  belongs  to  a  captain  of  the  United 
States  \  I  (hall  much  rather  beHevethat  it  has  not 
appeared  to  him  afcertained  in  a  manner  fufficiently 
authentic,  to  determine  him  to  adopt  and  employ 
it,  beioie  the  refearches  of  other  navigators,  and 
efpecially  offome  Englifh  navigator,  may  havecon-t 
firmed  the  exiftence  and  the  extent  of  this  large 
interior  fea^  which  (//// ^x//?)  might  one  day  lead 
to  diicoveries  of  a  greater  importance,  and  per- 
haps open,  or  at  lead  facihtate,  the  communicaion 
fo  much  wifoed-for,  fo  much  fought,  between  the 
two  oceans  which  embrace  the  New  World  *. 

The 

•  This  track  of  the  Wajhington  in  a  large   interior  fea  tjO 
tiie  eailward  of  Fuente\  archipelago  of  San  Lu%aroy  well  de- 
ferved  an  obfervation  on  the  part  of  Captain  Dixon  in  his  po- 
lemical 
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The  Pofleffors  of  Mexico,  that  empira  fo  near 
the  lands  which  lliips  ircui  Europe  came  to  re- 
connoitre and  vifit  from  fuch  great  diftances,  with 
the  view  of  eftabhfliing  there  a  lucrative  trade,  are 
now  going  to  re-appe.T  for  a  moment  on  the  flage; 
but  it  will  be  to  make  a  fudden  and  unexpeOed  ap- 
pearance, rather  than  to  enrich  us  by  new  dif- 
coveries. 


lemical  war  with  Captain  Meares  :  accordingly  he  fays  to  him, 
"  Be  fo  good,  Mr.  Means,  as  to  inform  the  pubh'c  from  what 
authority  you  introduce  this  track  in  your  chart  {Re- 
marks  on  Meares' s  Voyages,  page  22.) 

Mr.  Meares^  thus  fummoned  and  challenged  to  anfwer,  re- 
plied :  but  I  will  not  take  the  liberty  of  commenting  on  his 
anfwer,  I  ought  to  confine  myfelf  to  a  literal  tranfcript  of  it  : 

"  You  defire  mc  to  inform  the  public,"  fays  he,      on  what 
"  authority  I  have  introduced  the  track  of  the  Wajhhigton  into 
"  my  chart  ;  and,  from  that  refpeél  which  is  due  to  the  public, 
"  I  fhall  condefcend  to  comply  with  your  requeft.    Mr.  Ne- 
"  'vïlky  a  gentleman  of  the  moft  refpeftable  charadler,  who 
"  came  home  in  the  Chejlerfield,  a  fiiip  in  the  fervice  of  the  Eajî- 
*'  India  Company,  made  that  communication  to  me;  which,  on 
**  /ns  authorïiy,  I  have  communicated  to  the ,  public.  Mr.  Ken- 
"  drick,  who  commanded  the  Wajhington,  arrived  at  Chinas 
**  with  a  very  valuable  cargo  of  furs,  fome  time  previous  to 
"  the  departure  of  the  Che/ierfeld  ;  and  Mr.  Nev'd/e,  who  was 
continually  with  him  during  that  interval,  and  received  the 
"  particulars  of  the  track  from  him,  was  fo  obliging  as  to  ftate 
it  to  me."    (yin  rnjiver  to  Mr.  George  Dixon ,  &c.  page  14.) 
In  the  declaration  which  has  juft  been  prefented  to  the  rea- 
der, we  remark  that  the  Captain  of  the  Wajhington  is  called 
Mr.  Kendrick  ;  and  he  is  under  the  name  of  Mr.  Grey  in 
Mfâim's  Journal,  page  219;  we  are  ignorant  of  the  reafon 
of  this  change  of  name  :  was   Mr.  Grey  dead  ?    And  had 
Mr.  Kendrick  fucceeded  him  in  the  command  of  the  Wajhing" 
tsn,  at  the  period  when  this  vefTel  arrived  at  China  P 
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The  furvey  which  Captain  Cook  had  made,  in 
1778,  of  a  great  part  of  the  north-west  coaft 
of  America,  informed  the  Spaniards  that,  on  fe- 
veral  points  fituated  in  high  latitudes,  the  Ruffians 
of  Ka  MTscHATKA  had  formed,  both  on  the  con- 
tinent, and  in  the  illands  which  are  detached  from 
it,  fixed  fettlements  which  fupported  their  fur-trade 
with  the  empire  of  China.     Thus  two  nations 
placed  at  the  extremities  of  Asia  and  Europe, 
feemed  to  difpute  with  the  proprietors  of  the  trea- 
fures  of  the  New  Worid,  that  property,  claimed  as' 
exclufive,  of  an  immenfe  coaft,  the  long-uiiknowh 
border  of  their  poffedions,  with  which  they  ap- 
peared not  to  endeavour  to  be  acquainted,  in 
hopes  of  concealing  the  knowledge  of  it  from  their 
dangerous  rivals.    The  Ruffians,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  on  the  other,  the  Englifn,  were  aiming  at  the 
fame  obje6l  ;  the  former,  with  the  advantage  of 
proximity  ;  the  latter,  with  that  of  great  experience 
in  navigation  and  trade,  and  with  that  fpirit  of 
enterprife  the  ardour  of  which  diftance  and  danger 
cannot  damp,  when  the  term  of  the  career  prefents 
the  allurement  of  profit.    But  when  Spain  was 
allured  that  the  Ruffians,  accuftomed  to  brave  the 
ice  of  the  North,  and  the  Englifh,  habituated  to 
face  all  climates,  had  either  already  eftablifhed 
themfelves  on  the  continent,  of  were  projecting  to 
form  fettlements  there,  ffie  determined  to  give  or- 
ders for  an  expedition  the  objed  of  which  fliould 

be 
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be  to  afcertâin  what  the  former  had  already  been 
able  to  execute,  and  what  the  latter  might  under- 
take 

The  frigate  la  Princesa  and  the  packet  el 
San  Carlos  f  were  fitted  out  in  the  port  of  San 
Blas,  and  failed  thence  on  the  24th  of  January 
1788. 

Don  EsTEVAN  Joseph  Martinez,  Pilot  of  the 
clafs  of  the  firft  Piiots  of  the  Navy,  with  the  rank 
of  officer,  commanded  the  expedition,  and  had 
under  his  orders  Don  Haro,  who  held  the  rank  of 
enfign  of  a  frigate. 

The  two  veffels  failed  m  company  as  far  as 
Prince  William's  Sound,  in  the  latitude  of 
60"  :  here  a  mifunderftanding  broke  out  between 
the  two  captains  which  reigned  during  the  whole 
voyage.  From  Prince  William's  Sound,  they 
came  back  to  La  Trinidad,  in  41°  7'  ;  but, 
on  leaving  this  port,  Don  Martinez  was  fepa- 
rated  from  the  packet,  either  through  defign  or 
accident,  and  repaired  to  the  harbour  of  the  Illand 
of  Oonalaska,  in  the  latitude  of  54°  ;  while 

*  I  take  the  account  of  the  two  new  voyages  of  the  Spani- 
ards, from  two  original  letters,  the  one  from  San  Bias,  dated 
30th  Oftober  1788,  the  other  from  the  city  of  Mexico,  28th 
Augull  1789  ;  they  were  addreffed  officially  to  the  Minifter  of 
the  Marine,  by  the  conful  of  France  in  one  of  the  ports  of 
Sj)ainy  on  the  24th  of  February  1789  and  the  12  th  of  January 
1790. 

t  According-  to  one  of  the  letters,  and,  according  to  the 
other,  El  PhiUpino^ 

Don 
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Don  Haro  vlfited  the  coaft,  and  touched  at  a  port 
of  both  the  name  and  latitude  *  of  which  we  are 
equally  ignorant,  and  where  the  Rufllans  have  a 
fettlement.  The  Spaniards  were  received  there 
in  a  very  friendly  manner,  and  the  commander 
of  the  pofl  or  factory  carried  his  confidence  fo 
far  as  to  make  a  prefent  to  Don  Haro  of  a  chart, 
on  a  large  fcale,  of  all  the  fettlements  which 
Russia  poiTefied  on  this  coaft-,  and  which,  at  that 
period  were  eight  in  number  :  he  gave  him,  befide^, 
every  information  thaï  he  could  wifh  for  refpeding 
this  part  little  known  of  North  America. 

In  the  fequel,  Don  Haro  rejoined  Don  Marti- 
nez at  Oonalaska:  but  the  mifonderftanding  ftill 
fubfifting,  he  availed  himfelf  of  a  gale  of  wind  that 
drove  thePRiNCESA  to  fea,  to  render  himfelf  in- 
dependent ;  and,  towards  the  middle  of  Od:ober, 
he  re-entered  the  port  of  San  Blas,  where  Don 
Martinez  did  not  arrive  till  the  3d  of  November 
following. 

This  expedition  all  the  honour  of  which  the  let- 
ters from  Mexico,  complaining  of  the  commander, 
attributed  to  the  fécond  in  command,  produced 
no  difcovery  -  the  letters  from  San  Blas,  written 
on  the  arrival  of  Don  Haro,  merely  inform  us 
that  at  that  period,  the  Ruffians  had  already  eight 

^  _ 

*  It  appears  that  this  port  is  fituated  between  58  and  59  de- 
grees. 
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fixed  fettlements  on  the  coaR  between  the  latitude 
of  58  and  59  degrees'^:,  that  each  of  the  fettlements  . 
was  compofed  of  from  fixteen  to  twenty  families, 
forming  a  total  of  462  Ruflîans  ;  that  the  Grangers 
had  fucceeded  in  habituating  to  their  cufloms  and 
manners  600  of  the  natives  of  the  country,  and 
that  they  received  a  tribute  from  them  for  the  Em- 
prefs  of  Russia.  It  appears  that,  independently  of 
thefe  eight  fettlements,  the  Spaniards,  who  are /aid  < 
to  have  gone,  in  this  voyage,  as  high  as  the  fixty- 
fecond  parallel  f ,  found  in  the  latitude  of  59°  three 
other  Ruffian  tribes,  but  not  near  fo  numerous  as 
thofe  which  occupy  the  parts  of  the  coafl  lefs 
northerly.  They  afiert  that  the  fettlement  of  the 
Ruffians  on  thecoaft  was  made  in  1770;  that  their 

•  In  the  letter  from  San  Bias,  it  is  mentioned  that  the  fet- 
tlements are  fituated  between  48  amL^c)  degrees  ;  but  it  is  either 
a  fault  of  the  copy,  or  it  is  by  defign  that  the  latitudes  have 
been  improperly  indicated.  It  is  certain  that  the  Ruffians  have 
no  fettlement  to^  the  fouthward  of  Nootka  Sound,  which  is 
between  49^  and  50^  :  the  coaft  which  extends  to  the  fouth- 
ward of  this  bay  has  been  fo  carefully  vifitcd  by  the  Englifh, 
and  that  repeatedly,  that  a  fettlement  belonging  to  a  civilized 
nation,  would  not  have  efcaped  their  refearches  ;  and  they 
would  have  fpoken  of  it  :  their  filence  rcfpc6ling  this  irr.partant 
faÛmay  be  confidered  as  a  proof  that  no  fettlement  of  this  na- 
ture exiiled  at  the  period  oi^  1 788  :  thofe  of  the  Ruffians  cannot 
be  lower  than  58''. 

\  It  docs  not  appear  that  they  went  beyond  Qonah.fkn;  and 
yet,  for  them  to  haVe  gone  as  high  as  62"  they  mull  have 
cn  {fed  the  chain  of  the  ikiitian  illands,  and  afcended  into  the 
great  î^crth  Bajin  (Arctic  Sea)  between  Afia  and  America 
which  is  terminated  bj  jBeering's  Strait. 

trade 
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trade  with  the  Americans  is  of  Httle  importance^ 
and  confifts  only  of  wolf-fkins  and  boots  of  fmooth 
or  tanned  fkin,  for  which  the  natives  receive  in 
exchange,  trowfers,  cloth,  asd  a  few  bottles  of 
Srandy. 

The  Spaniards  who  had  beeil  employed  in  this 
expedition,  complained  of  having  experienced  an 
exceflive  cold  during  their  fourteen  days  ftay  at 
OoNALASKA,  in  the  month  of  July  *. 

The  only  difcovery  which  they  made  in  the 
courfe  of  their  voyage,  and  which  mufl:  have  ap- 
peared of  great  importance  to  the  Spanifh  govern- 
ment, is  that  they  gathered  from  their  converfa- 
tions  with  the  Ruiïians,  that  the  governor  of 
Kamtschatka,  in  whofe  dependency  the  colony 
of  OoN ALASKA  lics,  intended  to  give  immediate 
orders  for  occupying,  in  the  name  of  the  Emprefs 
of  Russia,  the  port  of  Nootka  which  the  Spa- 
niards call  San  Lorenzo,  fituated  in  the  latitude 
of  49"*  36',  on  the  ccads  which  fince  others  have 
difcovered  them,  it  has  pleafed  the  latter  to  call  La 
NuEVA  California  f  ;  we  fhall  not,  however, 

*  If,  as  is  faidj  they  had  gone  as  high  as  62°,  it  is  probable 
that  they  would  have  fpoken  of  the  cold  that  they  muft  have 
experienced  there,  greater,  no  doubt,  than  at  Oonalq/hat  the- 
harbour  of  which  is  only  in  53**  55'. 

f  This  pretenced  projedl  of  the  Ruffians  appears  by  no 
means  probable.  We  may  doubt  that  they  wifhed  to  come 
and  enter  into  competition,  for  the  fur-trade,  with  the  Englifh 
and  the  Americans  of  the  United  States  :  the  more  northern 
parts  of  the  coall  feem,  in  every  refped,  likely  to  be  more  con- 
venient to  thenv 
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believe  that  this  California  was  fo  new  to  them  ; 
only,  it  is  probable  that  they  were  not  acquainted 
with  it  lb  well  as  the  navigators  of  other  nations 
have  fmce  made  it  known  to  them. 

The  projedl,  either  real  or  fuppofed,  of  a  fet- 
tlement  of  the  RuiTians  at  Nootka  Sound,  and 
ftill  more,  v^^e  may  prefume,  the  uneafmefs  that 
was  kept  up  in  the  mind  of  the  government  by  the 
habitual  prefence  of  the  Englifîi  on  coafts  which, 
from  the  firft  difcovery  made  by  their  Admiral 
Drake,  in  1^78,  to  thefe  latter  times,  they  had 
not  frequented,  determined  Don  Manuel  An- 
toxioFlorez,  Viceroy  of  Mexico,  to  caufe  to 
be  occupied,  in  the  name  of  His  Catholic  Majefly, 
the  port  of  Nootka,  under  the  name  of  Pu- 
erto D£  San  Lorenzo,  which  the  Spaniards  de- 
clare to  be  an  integral  part  of  their  North  Ame- 
rica, a  domain  of  the  crown.    He  ordered  an 
armament  for  the  execution   of  this  plan,  La 
pRiNCESA  and  La  Qoerida,  after  having  been 
properly  equipped  and  provided  with  every  thing 
that  could  appear  necefiary  or  merely  ufeful  for 
forming  a  fixed  fettlement,_were  difpatched  from 
the  port  of  San  Blas  in  the  beginning  of  March 
1789,  under  the  command  of  Don  Martinez  to 
whom  this  frefh  mark  of  confidence  of  the  govern- 
ment was  a  proof  of  the  fatisfad;ion  that  they  had 
had  from  his  conduO:  in  the  expedition  of  1788  ; 
and  in  the  month  of  April  following,  'the  Loren- 
^i^azu  packet,  laden  with  a  fupplement  of  provi- 
8  fions 
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fions  and  military  flores,  failed  from  the  fame 
harbour  with  the  fame  "dellination. 

The  two  frigates  being  feparated,  a  little  time 
after  their  departure,  by  a  violent  gale  of  wind,  ar- 
rived at  Nootk  a  San  Loren'zo  within  a  week 
of  each  other.  Four  vefTels  were  then  riding  in 
the  harbour  ;  two  from  Boston,  one  of  which 
was  a  frigate,  and  the  of  her  a  bilander  belonging 
to  General  Washington,  both  provided  with  a 
commiffion  from  theUNiTLD  States  for  making 
a  voyage  round  the  world  ;  the  third  a  Portu- 
guefe,  and  the  fourth  an  Englifhman,  both  come 
from  Macoa,  and  provided  with  paflports  ilTued 
by  the  governor  of  that  p^ace,  for  trading  for 
fuis  on  the  north-wjelst  coaft.  Don  Martiniiz 
hefitated  as  to  the  conduâ:  to  be  purfued  in  re- 
gard to  the  four  vefTels  :  the  two  Americans  not- 
appearing  to  him  deferring  of  fufpicion,  he  left 
them  at  hberîy,  and  he  flopped  the  two  others; 
but,  fbortly  after,  the  PortiTguex*e  was  releafed  : 
the  Engliihnian  alone  was  declared  a  good  prize. 

After  this  fini  ftroke  of  authority,  this  firft  ad 
of  fovereignty,  he  proceeded  without  delay  to  ac- 
compli (h  the  object  of  his  miffion  ;  he  caufed 
wooden  dwelHngs  and  ftorehoufes  to  be  built,  and 
ere£ted,  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  a  battery 
of  cannon,  covered  by  a  parapet  the  approach  to 
which  was  defended  by  a  palifade. 

While  the  Spaniards  were  carrying  on  with  ar- 
dour the  works  ordered,  a  veffel  appeared  at  the 
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mouth  of  the  harbour:  Don  Martinez  fuffered 
her  to  enter  it  j  but  fcarcely  was  her  anchor  let 
go,  before  the  Spanifh  long-boats,  manned  and 
armed,  boarded  the  veflel  and  took  pofleffion  of 
her.    The  captain  produced  his  pafs- port  and  his 
commiffion,  by  which  he  proved  that  the  fhip 
came  dired  from  London,  and  that  (he  belonged 
to  a  trading  company,  duly  authorifed  to  form  at 
NooTKA  a  fixed  fettlement  :  he  was  bearer  of  an 
order  for  preparing  habitations  for  the  Englifli  co- 
lonies, who  were  to  be  conveyed  thither  in  the 
courfe  of  the  year  on  board  (hips  which  he  had  left 
fitting  out  in  the  Thames.    Thefe  papers  which 
the  Englifli  captain  made  the  moil  of  as  lawful  tU 
ties,  the  Spanifli  commandant  regarded  as  docu- 
ments of  condemnation  ;  he  ordered  that  the  vefTeî 
fliould  be  manned  as  a  prize,  caufed  the  Spanifli 
colours  to  be  hoifted  over  the  Englifli  Jack,  and 
difpatched  her  to  San  Blas  where  flie  arrived 
about  the  middle  of  Augufl.    Martinez  confi-. 
dered  the  Port  of  San  Lorenzo  where  he  came 
to  eftablifll  himfelf,  as  a  pofTefTion  of  Spain  ;  and, 
from  that  moment,  the  lav/  of  prohibition  exided 
for  this  harbour  as  well  as  for  all  thofe  of  the  Spa- 
nifli domination  in  both  Americas  :  the  Englifli 
ftiip  arriving  from  London,  and  even  that  which 
was  found  at  anchor  in  the  harbour  before  the  a6l 
of  taking  pofleffion,  were  likewife  feized  and  con« 
fifcated,  as  fmugglers.    But  the  Portuguefe  veffel, 
but  the  two  veflels  from  Boston,  how  do  they 
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efcape  the  law  ?  How  happens  it  that  they  afe  not 
fmugglers  ?  The  letters  from  Mexico  do  not  ex- 
plain the  motive  of  this  difference  in  the  proceed- 
ings ;  and,  no  doubt,  the  explanation  given  of  it  by 
the  Englifli  will  not  be  admitted  ;  they  were  not 
afraid,  fay  they,  of  the  competition  of  the  Portu- 
gtiefe  ;  her  nullity  faved  her  :  as  for  the  Boftoniaii 
velfels,  the  Spaniards  were  afraid  of  offending  the 
Units  D  States  j  they  could  not^forget  that  thofe 
ftates  border  very  clofe  on  the  rich  polTeflions  of 
the  crown  of  Spain^  in  North  America 

Difcoveries  were  not  more  advanced  by  the  ex- 
pedition of  1789  than  by  that  of  the  preceding 
year  :  policy  and  ambition  directed  both  ;  and  it  fel- 
dom  happens  that  their  operations,  either  diftinft  - 
or  combined,  procure  any  increafe  to  our  know- 
ledge j  it  is  more  common  to  fee  them  retard  its  ' 
progrefs.     The  a6l  of  fovereignty  exercifed  at  ; 
NooTKA  had  well  nigh  kindled  a  war  between  ; 
England  and  Spain.    Each  of  the  contending  ; 
powers  fet  forth,  as  is  cuftomary,  pretended  rights  ' 
of  property  ;  on  both  fides,  were  invoked  thofe  ri- 
diculous ads  of  taking  pojfeffion  from  a  fhip's  deck, 
by  which  a  navigator,  pafling  by,  gives  freely  to 
his  nation  all  the  lands  chat  prefent  themfelves  to 
his  view,  when  he  thinks  he  is  the  firfl  European 
who  has  difcovered  them  :  as  if  the  men  who  al- 
ready, and  for  a  long  time  pafl,  occupied  thefe  very 

*  The  Spanj/h  Memorial  of  the  ^th  of  yune  confidered.  By 
Alexander  Dairy mpîe.    London^  1790,8^0. 
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lands  before  an  European  faw  them,  had  not  over 
the  new  comers  the  priority  of  difcovery,  and 
what  is  more  the  right  of  pofTeffion,  as  if  force 
could  make  ufurpation  lawfulj  arid  ever  annihilate 
the  univerfal  and  impreferiptible  law  of  Nature 
and  of  nations  !  The  quarrel  grew  warm  between 
England  and  Spain  ;  both  fides  prepared  to  fub- 
•  ftitute  the  reafon  of  arms  to  political  difcuffion  : 
and  if  France  had  not  interfered  in  the  difpute, 
by  négociations  backed  by  her  maritime  arma- 
ments, a  fmall  portion  of  land^  fituated  on  the  un- 
cultivated coaft  of  NORTH-WEST  America,  at  the 
diftance  of  fix  thoufand  leagues'  fail  from  Europe, 
offering  to  the  ambition  of  the  conquerors  nothing 
but  rocks  and  forefls,  and  to  the  avidity  of  com- 
merce nothing  but  the  fkins  of  the  wild  beafts  that 
(hare  ihefe  folitudes,  would  have  rekindled  between 
the  great  powers  of  the  continent,  a  defl:ru(5live  war 
which,  ftep  by  ftep,  would  foon  have  fet  the  two 
"Worlds  in  a  blaze. 

A  voyage  of  the  Spaniards  round  the  world  had 
been  announced  under  the  mofl  favourable  au- 
fpices  ;  every  thing  appeared  difpofed  to  procure 
us  the  greateft  information  refpe^ling  the  different 
parts  of  the  globe,  and  particularly  the  north^. 
WEST  coaft  of  America  :  this  voyage^  the  diredion. 
of  which  was  intruded  to  the  Chevalier  de  Ma*. 
LESPINA^  begun  in  1790,  has  been  terminated 
for  fome  years  pad  ;  but  the  publication  of  the 
journal,  which  was  to  take  place  foon  after  his 
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flîip  returned  to  the  ports  of  Spain,  may  probably 
remain  eternally  forgotten  and  loft  to  Europe. 
Malespina,  a  little  time  after  his  return  to  Cadiz, 
arrefted  by  order  of  the  government  and  thrown 
into  the  prifon  ofBuEN  Retiro,  transferred  fmce 
into  oneof  the  ftrong  caftles  of  Corunna,  cannot 
now  concern  himfelf  about  a  publication  long  ex- 
pefted,  and  which  our  journals  have  falfely  an- 
nounced. It  is  even  well  known  that  a  Spanilh 
friar,  formerly  confefTor  to  the  King,  el  Padro 
Gil,  a  man  of  letters,  of  uncommon  merit,  who 
neither  has  the  prejudices,  nor  the  ignorance  with 
which,  in  Spain,  men  of  his  profeffion  are,  not 
without  fufficient  reafon,  reproached,  and  who 
had  undertaken  the  compilation  of  the  voyage^ 
fliared  the  difgrace  of  Malespina,  and,  feparated 
from  him,  was,  in  like  manner,  fhut  up  in  a  caftle.^ 
All  the  papers,  all  the  drawings  belonging  to  this 
expedition,  have  been  feizedj  and  the  botanifts 
even,  and  the  other  men  of  fcience  whom  Males- 
pina had  engaged  to  accompany  him  in  his  voyage, 
^norder  to  employ  themfelves  in  Natural  Hiftory,, 
and  give  the  defcription  of  the  animals,  plants,  mi- 
nerals, and  other  produelions  of  each  country,  have 
received  pofltive  orders  to  fufpend  their  labour 
entirely,  which  is  equivalent  to  orders  to  relinquifh 
it.  If,  as  fome  perfons  have  imagined,  the  capti* 
vity  of  Malespina  and  of  the  compiler  of  his 
journals,  is  only  the  confequence  of  a  court  in. 
trigue,  we  may  hope  that  the  effed  will  ceafe 
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when  the  caufe  fhall  be  worn  out  :  but  if,  as  the 
known  uneafinefs  of  îbe  Spanifti  government  may 
occafion  it  to  be  feared,  the  prohibition  of  publifh- 
ing  the  difcoveries  which  this  expedition  promifed 
IS  conneéled  with  motives  of  another  kind,  we  muft 
apprehend  that  the  voyage  of  Malespina  will  be 
buried,  with  the  other  voyages  of  the  Spaniards, 
in  the  dufty  archives  of  fome  chancery,  theaccefs 
to  which  is  forbidden  to  every  one,  and  efpecially 
to  the  learned.  I  know  that,  in  order  to  juflify 
Spain  from  the  reproach  which  has  always 
been  made  her,  of  with- holding  every  com  muni- 
tation  that  might  add  to  our  knowledge  refpedt- 
ing  America,  it  will  be  faid  that,  in  1788,  fhe 
caufed  to  be  publiflied  a  valuable  extradl  frora 
all  the  manufcripts  which  contained  the  voyages 
performed  by  the  Spanifh  navigators  to  the  Strait 
OF  Magellan  from  the  period  of  the  difcovery  *  ; 
but  I  know  too  that  fee  authorized  this  publication, 
only  fmce  the  experience  of  the  navigators  of  our 
age  has  proved  that,  in  the  favourable  feafon,  an 
open  fea,  to  the  fouthward  of  Tie  rr a  del  Fuego, 
prefents  the  facility,  by  doubling  Cape  Horn,  of 
paffing  from  the  Atlantic  into  the  Great 
Ocean,  in  lefs  time,  and  with  lefs  danger,  than 
through  the  long  and  winding  Strait  of  Mag.l- 

*  Rehcton  del  ultimo  V'toge  aî  EJlrecho  de  Magaîlanesy  en  lofs 
finos  1785  y  1786 — Extraâû  de  todos  lofs  anteriores,  defdg 
fu  defcubrimieniOy  imprejfos  y  Mfs  Trabujada  de  Order  del  Rey,-^ 
^I^Jrid,  1788,  Par  la  *vluda  de  Ibarra^  ^ 4/0,  with  Charts. 
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LAN,  the  route  of  which,  undoubtedly,  în  future, 
no  navigator  will  be  tempted  to  take.  If,  as  has 
been  a  long  time  announced  to  us,  Spain  ever 
determine  to  open  her  archives  to  the  learned  of 
the  nation,  and  to  permit  them  to  bring  to  light,  in 
order  to  publifh  them,  the  accounts  of  her  ancient 
navigators  ;  fuch  a  publication  will,  doubtlefs,  pro- 
cure thofe  bold  adventurers,  new  claims  to  our  ad- 
miration ;  but  the  Spanifh  government  has  no 
longer  to  rely  on  the  claims  which  a  lefs  dilatory 
communication  might  have  given  them  to  our  gra- 
titude ;  Spain  has  nothing  to  teach  of  the  coun- 
tries which  have  been  difcovered  a  fécond  time  ; 
on  the  contrary,  the  navigators  of  other  nations  will 
have  taught  the  Spaniards  themfelves  to  find 
again,  when  they  choofe  (which  perhaps  they  would 
never  have  known  how  to  do),  the  iflands  and 
lands  the  firft  difcovery  of  which  their  negligence, 
or  the  fear  of  participation  had  rendered  ufelefs  to 
them,  fmce  they  had  come  to  fuch  a  pafs  as  to  be 
themfelves  ignorant  where  thofe  lands  were  fitu- 
ated.  If  fome  day  the  Spaniards  can  at  length 
determine  to  publifh  the  documents  concealed  in 
their  archives,  we  lhall  believe  them,  no  doubt, 
when  they  tell  us  that  two  centuries  ago,  they 
were  acquainted  with  the  iflands  and  the  countries 
which,  in  thefe  latter  times,  others  have  difcovered 
and  rnade  known  to  us,  in  the  Gbleat  Ocean,  on 
the  Continent  of  America,  and  elfewhere  ;  but 
ihis  conEdence  on  our  part  can  be  only  a  meafur-e  - 

of 


INTRODUCTION. 


clxvîî 


of  civility  ;  for  we  (ball  have  no  proof  that  what 
they  will  have  the  appearance  of  having  known 
before  us,  what  they  fliall  tell  us  as  having  known 
far  back^  they  fhall  noc  have  borrowed  from  mo- 
dern navigators  foreign  to  their  nation  ;  what  they 
{hall  prefent  to  us  as  a  fort  of  property  which  they 
ijiall  fupport  by  an  apparent  title  of  a  prior  dif- 
covery,  we  fhall  be  able  to  conteft  with  them  ; 
whereas  the  voyagers  of  other  countries,  by  haf- 
tening  to  pubhfh  on  their  return  from  their  ex^ 
peditions,  while  ocular  witneffes  can  ftill  contradi£t 
them,  the  afcertained  difcoveries  with  which  they 
have  increafed  the  domain  of  man,  in  pubhfhing 
without  referve,  without  concealment,  all  that  they 
have  difcovered,  have  fecured  to  themfelves  an  in- 
conteftable  property,  the  title  of  which  the  fuç- 
ceffion  of  time  can  never  affed  nor  weaken. 

I  have  jufl  prefented  the  fum)n:iary  of  the  various 
attempts  that  have  been  made  in  the  courfe  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  years,  for  knowing  that 
part  of  America  which  its  diftance  from  Europe, 
and  the  obfcurity  in  which  the  policy  of  the  firft 
conquerors  of  the  New  World  long  drove  to  en- 
velop it,  have  not  been  able  to  conceal  eternally 
from  the  ambition  and  the  enterprihng  adlivity  of 
thofe  of  the  nations  of  the  Old  Continent  who,  in 
the  univerfality  of  their  commerce,  embrace  the 
four  quarters  of  the  inhabited  earth. 

Let  us  concenter  into  one  fmgle  point  of  view 
jhe  periods  and  the  objeds  of  the  difcoveries. 

1  4.  C0RT£S, 
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Cortes,  în  order  to  emerge  from  the  ftate  of 
inadlion  to  which  he  was  condemned  by  the  im-r 
poi tance  and  luftre  of  his  former  fervices,  gave 
himfelf  up  to  maritiniô  expeditions  which  might 
extend  his  conquefts  without  fuccelfes  fo  brilliant 
as  the  firft  awakening  the  fufpicions  and  uneafmefs 
of  a  too  miftruftful  minittry,  ever  ready  to  flop  in 
their  career  the  great  men  who  ferved  them  too 
well:  in  15373  the  conqueror  of  Mexico  difcover-» 
ed  California  and  the  Vermilion  Sea. 

In  1 54O5  Mendoça,  Viceroy  of  Mexico,  dif^ 
patched  Francisco  Alarçon  to  fearch  to  the 
weftward  for  a  pretended  Strait  of  Anian,  which 
was  fuppofed  to  have  been  difcovered,  on  the 
éaft  fide,  by  the  Portuguefe  Cortereal.  Alar- 
ÇON  got  no  higher  than  the  latitude  of  36°,  and 
made  no  difcovery. 

This  fame  projeâ:  was  refumed  in  1542,  by  Ro- 
DRiGiTES  DE  Cabrillo  :  the  whole  expedition  was 
confined  to  perceiving  a  cape  in  the  latitude  of 
41°  30',  and  in  naming  it  Capo  Mendocino  in 
honour  of  the  Viceroy  Mendoça. 

In  1578,  Sir  Francis  Drake  came  and  în- 
foriTied  the  Spaniards,  that,  in  the  latitude  of  48% 
there  exifted  lands  and  men  :  after  having  rçcon- 
noitred  the  coafl:  for  an  extent  of  two  hundred 
and  twenty  leagues,  which  terminates  in  37%  he 
called  the  count!  y  which  he  had  difcovered  New 
Albion,  and  took  poiTeffion  of  it  in  the  name  of 
Eli2^aretHj  Queen  of  England* 
5  * 
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In  15925  a  Greek,  Juan  de  FucA,m  the  fervîce 
of  Spain,  difcovered,  towards  the  48th  parallel? 
a  large  ftrait  by  which  he  pretended  to  have  reach^ 
ed  the  Atlantic  Ocean  :  Fuca's  Strait,  or 
Inlet,  has  been  found  again  in  our  days  :  but  the 
communication  of  the  two  oceans  is  neither  better 
proved,  nor  more  probable,  and  iiiight  perhaps 
exifl  only  in  his  account. 

In  i6o2,  the  Spanifh  Admiral,  Sebastian  Vis- 
x:aino,  was  charged  -to  feek  to  the  north  of 
Califoçlnia,  a  harbour  that  might  afford  an 
afylum  to  the  galleons  on  their  return  from  Ma- 
nilla :  he  difcovered  a  commodious  one,  fafe 
and  well  fituated,  in  the  latitude  of  36"*  40^,  to 
which  he  gave  the  name  of  the  Viceroy  Mon- 
terey. It  is  aflerted  that  a  fmall  velTel  belonging 
to  his  fquadron,  commanded  by  Martin  de 
Aguilar,  found,  between  4o^and  44  degrees,  the 
mouth  of  a  great  river  which  bears  his  name  ou 
the  geographical  maps. 

In  1640,  Admiral  Bartolomeo  de  Fuentjç 
difcovered,  towards  the  parallel  of  53*",  the  Ar» 
chipelago  of  San  Lazaro,  the  River  of  Los 
Reyes,  fome  great  lakes,  &c.  in  fliort,  an  eafy 
pafTage  for  communicating  from  the  Great 
Ocean  to  the  North  Atlantic  Ocean.  This 
difcovery,  inferted  in  an  account  the  authenticity 
of  which  has  been  contefled,  and  in  which  truth 
is  mingled  and  confounded  with  falfehood,  has 
l^een  confirmed  by  modern  navigators,  as  to  what 
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regards  the  Archipelago  of  San  Lazaro,  and 
perhaps  an  interior  fea  ;  but  the  communication  of 
the  two  OCEANS  is  not  better  eftabliflied  than  that 
which  had  been  opened  by  Juan  de  Fuca  j  this  is 
the  fécond  volume  of  the  romance. 

During  a  whole  century,  the  weft  coaft  of  North 
America  was  not  vifited  by  any  of  the  nations 
by  which  it  was  conquered,  or  by  any  of  thofe 
which  have  fmee  been  called  thither  by  commerce* 
It  was  not  till  1741,  that  Beerikg  and  Tchiri- 
Kow,  in  the  fervice  of  Russia,  difcovered  the 
NORTH-WEST  coafl  ;  the  former,  towards  the" 
60th  parallel  ;  the  latter,  towards  the  56th.— 
Since  that  period,  the  difcoveries  of  the  Ruffians 
have  extended,  from  the  parallel  of  56'^  to  the  mod 
northern  part  of  the  west  coaft  :  and  they  have 
comprifed  in  the  furveys  which  they  have  made  of 
it,  the  Peninfula  of  Alaska,  and  the  long  chain 
of  the  Aleutian  îflands,  which  both  belong  to 
the  Continent  of  America. 

The  fpirit  of  difcovery  and  the  tafte  for  expedi- 
tions to  the  North  were  revived  among  the  Spa^ 
niards  after  a  period  of  one  hundred  and  fixty-feven 
years  of  lethargy.  In  lyôpjVefîels  were  difpatch- 
ed  from  the  Port  of  San  Blas,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Vicente  Vela,  in  order  to  go  and  efta- 
blifh  a  Prcftdlo  at  the  harbour  of  San  Diego,  and 
another  at  that  of  Monterey  ;  but  this  expedi- 
tion afforded  no  difcovery  :  however,  after  a  whole 
y^;ar  of  refearches  and  fatigues,  the  iSpaniards  fuc- 
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ceeded  în  finding  again  the  harbour  of  Monte- 
rey, the  latitude  of  which  Viôcaino  had  indicated 
to  them  in  1602. 

In  1775,  a  fécond  expedition,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Don  Juan  de  Ayala  and  of  his  pilot 
Antonio  Maurelle,  advanced  geography  a  ftep, 
and  procured  the  difcovtry  of  fome  capes  and  of 
fome  bays  or  harbours  between  the  forty-feventh 
and  fifty-feventh  parallels. 

A  third  and  a  fourth  voyage,  in  I'yS  and  i*"79, 
added  nothing  to  the  difcoveâes  ;  and  the  fécond 
afforded  merely  the  certainty  that  the  Russians 
had  formed  fixed  fettlements  on  feveral  points  of 
the  high  latitudes. 

But,  as  far  back  as  1778,  while  the  Spaniards 
were  employed  in  a  minute  furvey  of  their  Port 
Bucarelli,  the  firft  of  navigators.  Captain  Cook, 
carried  his  talents,  his  experience,  and  his  informa* 
tion  towards  the  north-west  coaft  of  America; 
and  Europe  owes  to  his  laborious  refearches, 
the  firfb  certain  knowledge  that  fhe  has  had  of 
the  weft  part  of  the  New  World.  After  having 
difcovered  Nootka  Sound  towards  the  latitude  of 
49**  4 q',  and  examined  a  few  points  above  the  56th 
parallel,  he  difcovered  in  60°,  Prince  William's 
Sound  and  Cook's  River  ;  he  rounded  the  Penin^ 
fula  of  Alas;<:a,  vifited  fome  of  the  Aleutian 
Iflands,  and  thence,  getting  into  the  highefl  lati- 
tudes that  the  ice  permits  navigators  to  reach,  he 
hleixded  hi?  difcoveries  with  thofe   which  the 
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Ruflians  had  made  fmce  1745.  Cook's  voyage 
made  known  to  England  the  new  and  valuable 
articles  which  thofe  lands  offered  to  her  com- 
merce ;  it  fhewed  the  poffibility  of  rivaling  the 
Ruffians  in  the  fur-trade,  and  of  fharing  with  them 
the  great  profits  that  may  be  obtained,  in  bartei; 
with  the  Empire  of  China,  by  the  fkins  of  ani- 
mals, the  treafures  of  the  forefts  of  North-west 
America;  in  fhort,  he  opened  a  new  career  to  the 
ever-increafmg  activity  of  a  nation  whofe  commer- 
cial operations  embrace  the  two  hemifpheres 
throughout  thé  whole  circumference  of  the 
globe. 

La  Pé  rouse  who  failed  from  the  Port  of  Brest, 
in  1785,  on  a  voyage  of  obfervations  and  difcoveries 
round  the  World,  direded  his  courfe,  in  1786,  to- 
wards the  NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  America,  and 
there  made  the  land  on  Bee  ring's  Mount  St. 
Elias,  in  the  latitude  of  60°  :  he  ranged  along  the 
lands  of  the  continent  for  an  extent  of  fcur  hun» 
dred  and  feventy  leagues,  from  that  parallel  to 
the  harbour  of  Monterey  fituated  in  36°  40',  and 
particularly  applied  himfelf  to  the  examination  of 
the  parts  of  the  coaft  from  which  Captain  Cook 
had  been  repelled  by  contrary  winds  :  he  difcover- 
ed  a  fine  harbour  in  58"*  40'  ;  fome  extenfive  lands 
detached  from  the  continent,  between  54  and  52"; 
and  to  the  eaftward  of  thofe  lands,  Admiral  de 
FuENTE*s  Archipelago  of  San  Lazaro.  In  the 
courfe  of  his  furveys,  he  had  verified  and  confirm- 
ed 


INTRODUCTION. 


clxxiii 


cd  feme  of  the  difcoveries  of  1775,  which  the 
circumfpefl  Spaniards  had  fcarcely  indicated. 

The  enormous  profits  which  the  two  fliips  em- 
ployed in  Captain  Cook's  laft  voyage  had  made 
at  China  on  the  furs  that  they  had  brought 
from  the  north-west  coaftof  America,  excited 
the  fpeculations  of  the  merchants  and  fliip-owners  j 
and  expeditions  were  multiplied,  in  the  interval 
from  1785  to  1789,  under  the  diredion  of  Cap- 
tains Hanna,  Peters,  Lowrie,  Guise,  Meares, 
Tipping,  Portlock,  Dixon,  Berkley,  Coi> 
nett,  Duncan,  Douglas,  Grey,  and  feme  Por- 
tuguefe  and  Spaniards  whofe  names  and  expeditions 
are  unknown.  It  has  been  the  province  of  the  na- 
vigators of  thefe  latter  times  to  have  ftripped  the 
ancient  difcoveries  of  Fuca  of  the  fables  which 
had  eaiufed  their  reality  to  be  doubted  ;  to  have 
connedled  them  with  each  other  ;  and  to  have 
brought  us  acquainted  with  a  great  number  of  ex- 
cellent harbours,  which  are  fo  many  markets  open> 
$0  Europeans  for  the  traffic  of  furs. 

I  do  not  recall  to  mind  the  laft  known  voyage  of 
the  Spaniards  to  Nootka,  in  1789  :  its  ohjcd: 
was  not  the  improvement  of  geography^  and  has 
added  nothinof  to  our  knov/led^^e. 

o  o 

Why  are  v;e  not,  at  the  end  of  thefe  difcove-- 
ries,  allowed  to  fpeak  of  thofe  which  muft  have 
been  made  in  the   more  recent  expedition  of 
Malespina  ?   N^o  doubt,  they  would  have  led  ^ 
the  Spanifl>  nation  îo-Ûutq  the  honour  of  having 
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at  length  contributed  to  the  defcrîptîon  of  the 
NORTH-WEST  coafl:  of  that  New  Wor^d  for  the  firft 
knowledge  of  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  bold 
nefs  of  its  early  navigators*  Let  us  hope,  let  us  ftill 
hopethat^  if  ever  intrigue  and  policy  which  have 
confined  in  dungeons,  both  the  voyager,  and  the 
compiler  of  the  voyage,  confent  to  reftore  them  to 
light,  Europe  may  at  lad  enjoy  the  fruit  of  their 
labours  ;  and  that  our  riches  in  Geography^  in 
Phyfics,  and  in  Natural  Hiftory,  will  be  increafed 
by  all  thofe  which  mud  have  been  obtained  by  an 
expedition  in  which  the  enlightened  navigator  who 
directed  it,  had  at  his  difpofal  all  the  means  that 
could  render  it  ufeful. 

Such  were,  in  the  year  1790,  the  notions  which 
we  had  acquired  refpe£ling  the  weft  coafts  of 
North  Amcrica.  One  French  navigator  alone. 
La  Pkrouse,  had  concurred  with  thofe  of  Spain, 
England,  and  of  the  United  States  in  im* 
proving  the  difcovery  of  this  part  of  the  New 
World  ;  and  hitherto  the  merchants  of  France 
had  not  been  able  to  engage  in  any  undertaking 
fpr  entering  into  competition  with  thofe  of  other 
nations  in  the  fur-trade.  It  would,  in  facl,  have 
been  rafh  to  embark,  without  a  previous  inquiry, 
in  fpeculations  which,  in  order  to  be  realifed,  re- 
quired that  fhips  fhould  fail  round  the  world.  Be-* 
fore  they  ruflied  into  this  new  career,  it  was 
requifite  that  our  merchants  fhould  have  it  in  their 
power  to  procure  data  nearly  certain  which,  on 
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the  one  hand,  might  enable  them  to  form  a  plan  as 
to  the  condu6t  to  be  held  with  the  Americans  of 
the  NORTH- WEST  coaft,  and  as  to   the  choice 
of  the  goods  neceflary  for  bartering  with  them  j 
which,  on  the  other,  might  afford  them  a  giimpfe 
of  the  profits  that  might  be  expelled  from  the  fé- 
cond barter  to  be  made  of  the  furs  of  America  for 
the  productions  of  China  ;  which,  in  fhort,  might 
allow  them  to  value,  in  a  fummary  manner,  the 
clear  produce  of  the  whple  operation,  when  the 
Ihips  fhould  have  effeded  their  return  to  the  ports 
of  France.     The  Nootka-Sound  Company, 
formed  in  London  under  the  diredion  of  Mr. 
Cadman  Etches,  had,  in  the  beginning,  kept 
an  interefted  filence  in  regard  to  the  fuccefs  of  the 
expeditions  of  Captains  Portlock  and  Dixon, 
Colnett,   and  Duncan;   thofe   of  Captain 
Meares  and  of  other  navigators,  were  not  yet 
known,  and  the  uncertainty  refpeâiing  the  fate  of 
La  Pi  rouse  had  occafioned  the  publication  of 
the  refults  of  his   voyage  to  be  fufpended  :  it 
was  ftill  hoped  that  he  might  publilh  them  him- 
felf    A  fortunate  chance  procured  our  merchants 
and  fhip-owners  the  intelligence  that  was  neceffary 
to  them  for  direcling  their  operations.  Etienne 
Marchand,  a  French  Captain,  on  his  return  from 
Bengal,  in  1788,  met  with  Captain  Portlock 
in  the  Road  of  St.  Helena,  and  received  fioni 
him  every  information  that  he  could  wifli  for  con- 
cerning the  trade  of  the  north-west  coafl,  and 
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the  profits  that  might  be  expelled  from  it,  if  a 
fliip  carried  her  cargo  of  furs  to  China,  and> 
having  there  met  with  an  advantageous  market 
for  them,  fecured  a  cargo  for  her  return  to  Eu- 
rope. 

Captain  Marchand,  on  his  arrival  in  the  har* 
bour  of  Marseilles,  to  which  his  (hip  belonged, 
communicated  the  information  that  he  had  pro- 
cured, to  the  houfe  of  Baux,  who,  proud  of  open- 
ing to  their  countrymen  a  new  çhannel  to  the  ex*  | 
tenfion  of  trade  and  navigation,  hefitated  not  to  run  | 
the  rifks  of  a  firfl:  attempr,  and  thought  themfelve$  I 
paid  beforehand,  by  the  honour  of  being  ufeful  j 
to  their  country,  for  the  loffes  which  they  might  I 
experience  in  a  firH;  trial.    But  an  expedition  of  à  I 
new  kind,  a  voyage  round  the  world,  a  naviga-^ 
tion  which,  from  the  feries  of  combined  opera- 
lions,  would  occupy  three  or  four  years,  required 
great  preparations,   the  employment  of  feveral 
lîianufaâiories  for  procuring   the  arms  and  the 
various  utenfils  which   merchants    have  not  in 
ftore,  and  which  are  neceflary  for  barter  in  the 
,  fur-trade,  laflly,  the  conftrudion  of  a  fhip  capable 
of  refilling  for  a  long  time  the  heavy  feas  which 
wafli  the  NORTH- v/EST  coaft  of  America.  The 
houfe  of  Baux  gave  immediate  orders  for  the 
fabrication  of  all  the  articles  of  forefeen  necefiity 
or  utility,  and  for  the  conftruftion  of  a  fhip  of 
3Ô0  tons  burden  i  in  order  to  infure  the  preferva- 
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tion  of  the  vefTel  in  crofîîng  the  feas  in  warm  latî- 
tudesy  they  caufed  her  to  be  (heathed  with  copper 
and  copper-faftened,  and  fitted  her,  in  all  points, 
in  '  the  manner  that  appeared  to  Captain  Mar- 
chand the  mod  faitable  for  thofe  parts  in  which 
he  was  to  navigate,  7\nà  the  ports  where  he  might 
have  occafiDn  to  Hay.  The  fliip  was,  befides, 
fupplied  with  efFeds,  merchandife,  and  provifions  of 
all  kinds,  with  which  it  was  thought  ufeful  to  pro- 
vide her,  as  well  foV  her  defence  in  cafe  of  attack, 
and  repairs  in  cafe  of  accident,,  as  for  facilitating 
the  operations  of  trade,  and  for  preferving  the 
health  of  the  crew  in  the  courfe  of  a  long  and  la- 
borious navigation.  As  early  as  the  month  of  June 
of  the  year  1790,  every  thing  was  prepared  for  the 
equipment  of  the  fhip  ;^  but  the  difpute  which  arofe, 
at  that  period,  between  Spain  and  England 
concerning  the  property  of  Nootka  Sound,  and 
the  war  which  threatened  both  Europe  and  Ame^ 
RICA,  made  it  necelTary  to  fufpend  the  expedi- 
tion. Fortunately,  this  political  flor m  was  not  of 
long  duration  ;  and  the  projed  of  the  voyage  was 
refumed  with  frefh  ardour,  as  foon  as  peace  be- 
tween the  fovereigns  of  Europe  had  reftored 
calm  to  the  two  Worlds,  and  freedom  to  com^ 
merce. 

Captain  Marchand  engaged  to  fécond  him 
m  his  undertaking,  Captains  Pierrjç  Masse  and 
Prosper  Chanal.  The  number  of  his  officers 
was^en,  including  two  furgeons  and  three  volun- 
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teers,  and  his  crew  was  compofed  of  thîrty-nînc 
Perlons  :  the  total  number  of  individuals  employed 
in  the  expedition,  reckoning  the  Captain,  amounted 
to  fifty  *.  The  Ihip  mounted  four  4- pounders, 
two  91b.  howirzers,  and  four  (wivels,  and  was  fur- 
nifhed  with  fmall  arms  and  ammunition,  in  a 
quantity  proportionate  to  the  number  of  men  and 
the  artillery  which  fhe  carried, 

*  Officers. 

Captain  and  Commander  Etienne  Marchand  t 

c       J  o    «.  •  \  Pierre  Maffe  7 

Second  Captains         \  n   r  ^      r  ^ 

*  \  Pro/per  Chanal  Jf 

f  Louis  Marchand  •^ 

Lieutenant*  ^  Louis  Inhrntt  L  3^ 

V  Hyacinthe  Murat  j| 

^Claude  Roblet  1 

Surgeons  X  Pierre  Keg  ner  1 

r  Etienne  Cailhe  "J 

Volunteers               <  ^iugujlin  Décany  J.        '  3 

(  Âmêdçç  Chanal  J 

Officers       1 1 

Ship's  Com?Anv. 

Boatfwaîn,  Jeanlç-àxà             ^  ^  % 

Petty  OiScera             —  —  "  3 

Carpenters           —  ^  * 

Caulkers  a 

Coopers             ^              "-^  mm-  Z 

Armourer  — ^  ' 

Steward  and  Cooks          w  —  >$ 

Baker          —  ^ 

Furriers  — •  *^  ,  ^■ 
Sailprs  and  Boy?  ^ 
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The  delay  which  circumftances,  foreign  to  the 
expedition,  had  occafioned  in  the  outfit,  allowed 
not  that  the  Solide  (this  is  the  name  which  th^ 
Ihip  had  received)  fhould  be  in  a  condition  to  un- 
dertake her  voyage  before  the  1 2th  of  December. 
The  fummer  of  the  auflral  hemifphere  was  far  ad- 
vanced, and  no  hopes  were  entertained  of  her 
reaching  Cape  Horn  before  the  winter  had  be^ 
gun  in  the  Antardic  Seas  ;  but  the  houfe  of  Baux, 
juftly  relying  on  thelkillof  Captain  Marchand, 
on  the   talents  and  experience  of  the  Captains 
whom  he  had  chofen  to  fhare  his  duties,  on  the 
zeal  of  the  reft  of  his  officers  and  the  good  will 
of  the  crew,  determined  to  add  a  frefli  rifk,  that  of 
a  compulfory  and  expenfive  ftay  in  fome  port  of 
Brazil,  to  all  thofe  that  were  already  incurred  by 
an  expedition  which  promifed  the  owners  more 
public  utility  than  perfonal  emolument.  What- 
ever hz.s  been  the  fuccefs  of  the  fpeculation  in  a 
commercial  point  of  view,  there  will  always  remain 
to  the  firm  of  Baux,  the  merit  and  the  honour  of 
having  been  the  firft  to  embark  in  a  new  career, 
concermng  which  we  had  as  yet  none  but  bor- 
rowed notions  ;  and  we  fhall  owe  to  their  patriot- 
ifm  and  to  a  difmtereflednefs  of  which  there  are  few 
examples,  the  increafe  of  knowledge  that  has  been 
procured  by  their  undertaking. 

It  has  appeared  to  me  the  more  interefting  to 
make  known,  in  all  its  circumftances,  the  voyage 
of  Captain  Marchand,  as,  independently  of  ^  dif- 
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Goverynot  altogether  unimportant  in  the  Great 
Oc£AN,  of  feveral  new  details  refpeding  a  part 
of  NoRTH-v/EST  America,  hitherto  imperfedlly 
known,  and  of  a  great  number  of  aftronomical 
oblervations,  calculated  to  improve  the  nautical 
art  and  geography,  this  voyage  is  the  fécond  I'ound 
the  World  that  has  been  performed  by  the  French  ♦ 
hitherto  Bougainville  had  had  in  France:  no 
model,  no  imitator  ;  jealous  Fortune  was  not  wil- 
ling that  our  unfortunate  countryman  La  Perouse 
fhould  complete  his  courfe  ;  and,  no  doubt,  we  fhall 
not  be  tempted  to  infcribe  in  the  Hft  of  the  Voyages 
round  the  Worlds  either  that  of  Gentil  la  Bar- 
bin  ais,  nor  that  of  Pages,  which,  being  made 
partly  by  fea,  but  in  a  greater  part  by  land,  can- 
not be  reckoned  among  the  Circumnavigations 
of  the  Globe. 

Ic  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  procure  the  iden- 
tical journal  of  Captain  Marchand:  that  efti? 
mable  navigator,  after  having  happily  brought  back 
theSoi^iDi:  into  one  of  our  ports  of  the  Méditer- 
RAKEANj  took  the  compand  of  another  fliip 
boi|nd  to  the  Ifle  of  France,  where  he  ended  hi§ 
days  J  and  I  am  ignorant  into  whofe  hands  hi^ 
papers  may  have  fallen.  But  if  we  have  to  regret 
the  particular  remarks  which  his  own  journal 
znight  contain,  we  may  confider  ourfelves  as  in- 
demnined  by  the  poffeflion  of  that  of  Captain  Cha- 
NAL,  who  had  been,  during  the  courfe  of  the  voy» 
Ttge,  perfonally  charged  with  all  the  furveys  that 
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^ere  made,  whether  of  the  iflands  difcbvered  or 
vifited  in  the  Great  Oc  EANj  or  of  the  parts  or 
the  NORTH-WEST  coafl:  of  America,  where  the 
Solide  traded  for  furs.  Captain  Marchand 
and  Captain  ChAnal  made  to  each  other,  daily^ 
a  reciprocal  communication  of  their  aftronomîcaî 
obfervations,  and  of  the  t-efults  which  they  had 
drawn  from  them;  and  both  were  inferted,  ac- 
cording to  their  date,  in  Captain  Chanal's  jour- 
nal :  the  latter  has,  befides,  added  to  his  narra- 
tive the  Plans  of  the  Harbours  and  Coafls  which 
he  himfelf  drew.  This  journal  kept  with  method^ 
and  prefenting,  in  the  beft  order,  all  the  incidents 
of  the  voyage,  unites  to  the  log-book,  hourly 
tranfcribed,  every  particular  relative  to  navigation^ 
which  the  curious  reader  feeks  and  wifhes  to  find 
in  a  fea-journal  ;  and  what  is  no  lefs  valuable,  the 
fimple  and  faithful  expofition  of  every  tact,  and  a 
picture,  di-awn  froin  nature,  of  men  and  things, 
feen  without  prejudice  and  without  fyflem  *. 

In 

*  My  work  was  completed,  wbfen  the  principal  Com- 
iniffioner  of  the  Navy,  l  efcallier,  had  the  goodaefs,  on  his' 
return  from  the  Ifle  of  France,  to  communicate  to  n,  -  the 
obfervations  which  Surgeon  Robiet,  who  at  prcfent  ,  : 
in  that  colony,  the  ufeful  functions  of  officer  of  bea.iu,  and 
who  had  been  employed  on  board  the  So/ide  in  the  capacity  of 
firft  burgeon,  had  had  an  opportunity  of  colleéling  m  the 
courfe  of  the  Voyage  round  the  \Vorld.  As  the  work  was- 
not  yet  gone  to  prefs,  I  was  in  time  to  infert,  in  my  maimfcript, 
»fuch  of  the  obfervations  of  Surgeon  RAlei,  as  relate  to  objeds 
^hich  might  have  efcaped  Captain  Lhanfiiy  or  to  which  he  had 
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In  the  courfe  of  the  work  which  I  now  publifli,  I 
fliall  frequently  have  occafion  to  point  out  with 
what  advantage  and  fuccefs  Captains  Marchand 
and  Ckanal  made  ufe  of  the  obfervations  of  the 
moon's  diftance  from  the  fun  or  ftars,  for  deter- 
mining the  longitude  of  the  £hip  :  thofe  diftances 
were  taken,  at  the  fame  tinje,  and  feparately,  by 
the  two  captains,  with  reflefling  fextant&  accurately 
adjufted  :  each  obferver  calculated  his  Qwn  ;  and 
they  admitted  for  the  true  longitude  of  the  velTel, 
the  refult  that  was  the  mean  between  the  meaa 
Tefults  of  their  two  fets  of  obfervations.  It  is  by 
the  help  of  this  method,  that  Captain  Marchand 
certain,  as  much  as  it  is  pofTible  to  be,  of  the 
true  fituation  of  the  fliip,  could,  bydireft  courfes^ 
fliorten  his  runs,  and  make  the  lar^d  on  the  point» 


Rot  given  hh  attention.  I  have  a  real  fatisfaûion  in  obfervingy 
but  without  being  furprifed  at  the  circumftance,  that  the  re- 
marks which  are  Gommon  to  them  reciproeally  confirm  each 
other  ;  and  in  the  very  rare  cafes  in  which  they  differ  in  mat- 
ters of  little  importance,  I  have  taken  care  t©  point  out  thofc 
différences.  The  obfervations  of  S-urgeon  Roblef  arç  thofe  of 
an  enlightened  obferver  who  joins  a  variety  of  information  to 
that  which  is  efTentially  connet'i^d  with  his  profeffion,  and  vfho 
has  found  means  to  employ  both  with  no  lefs  utility  than  fuc- 
çcfs  ;  the  prefervation  of  the  crew  of  the  Solice,  with  refpe^fl 
to  their  health,  is  due  to  the  happy  exertion  of  his  talents  and 
to  the  perfeverance  of  his  attention. 

The  remarks  which  are  peculiar  to  him  are  prefented  under 
his  name  ia  the  courfe  of  the  narrative. 
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tvhere  he  wiflied  to  touch,  with  a  precifion  of  whi  h, 
till  now,  we  had  no  examples  but  in  the  voyages 
that  had  been  undertaken,  at  the  expenfe  of 
governments,  for  the  pufpofe  of  making  difco* 
Veries,  and  improving  geography,  and  in  which  the 
comm^inders  of  the  expe.'itions  employed  the  inftru* 
ments  and  methods  thar,  for  half  a  century  pafl,  the 
Arts  and  Sciences  have  offered  to  the  navigator  fof 
afcertaining  his  courfe  in  croffing  the  ocean.  Cap- 
tain Marchand  frequently  regretted  not  having 
been  able,  before  his  departure,  to  procure  a  time* 
piece  ot  chronometetj  which,  by  faciUtating  his 
aftrononiical  operations,  would  likewife  have  fei  ved 
him  for  multiplying  them  under  different  forms. 
He  made  ufe  of  a  good  watch  with  a  fécond  hand 
for  reducing  to  a  fame  moment  the  lunar  obferva^ 
tions  ;  but  a  chronometer  would  have  furniflied 
the  mean  of  obtaining,  in  a  dlred  manner,  refults 
of  another  fort  ;   and  the  comparifon  of  thofe 
which  would  have  been  obtained  by  the  two  me^ 
thods,  by  two  diiferent  proceedings,   by  recipro* 
cally  ferving  to  verify  and  control  each  other^ 
would  have  procured  an  additional  certainty  in  the 
determination  of  the  longitudes*    Be  this  as  it 
may,  Captains  Marchand  and  Chanal  found 
means  to  make  an  excellent  ufe  of  '  the  lunaf 
method,  the  only  one  that  was  practicable  with 
the  inftruments  with  which  they  were  provided  ; 
and  we  cannot  too  ftrongly  exhort  our  navigators 
to  follow  an  example  the  authority  of  which  jg- 
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norance  alone  might  endeavour  to  weaken.  lû 
fad,  it  is  only  by  the  help  of  adronomical  obfer- 
vations,  that  the  feaman  can  contrive  to  redify 
the  unavoidable  errors  irï  the  dead  reckoning,  an 
atbitrary  eftimate  which  is  founded  oil  no  folid 
principle,  and  obtains,  only  through  the  effed  of 
fome  fortunate  Compenfation,  the  cafual  corred- 
nefs  which  is  fometimes  met  with  on  a  land-falL 
But,  independently  of  the  daily  advantages  which 
refult  from  the  ufe  of  the  aRronomical  methods^ 
to  the  navigator  who  knows  how  to  put  them  in 
pradice,  they  are  alfo  ufeful  for  the  improvement 
of  the  nautical  art  and  geography  ;  for,  when  once 
obfervations  have  been  multiplied  enough  in 
different  trads  of  fea,  for  determining  with  fuffi. 
cient  accuracy,  the  diredion  and  the  ftrength  of 
the  currents,  either  confiant  or  periodical  ;  this 
knowledge,  tranfmitted,  in  the  courfe  of  time, 
from  one  navigator  to  another,  will  ferve  to  guard 
them  all  againfl  the  error  which  proceeds  from  the 
ndion  of  thefe  very  currents,  in  the  too  frequent 
circumftances  when  the  flate  of  the  weather  aî-, 
lows  not  of  determining  by  obfervation  the  po- 
fition  of  the  point  which  the  fhip  occupies  on  the 
globe. 

I  have  thought  it  proper  to  mfert  in  the  body  of 
the  narrative,  only  the  refults  of  the  obfervations 
which  have  ferved  to  afcertain  fome  extraordinary 
elfed  of  the  currents  j  of  thofe  whichj  having  re^- 

cently 
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cently  preceded  the  moment  of  the  firft  fight  of  a 
land,  have  proved  the  exadnefs  of  a  land-fall  ;  of 
-  thofe,  in  fhort,  which  have  been  employed  for 
fixing  the  pofition  of  fome  remarkable  point.  But 
as  the  currents  in  the  Indian  Seas,  and  in  the  vici^ 
nity  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  are  the  principal 
caufe  of  the  errors  to  which  the  navigator  is  ex- 
pofed  in  thofe  parts,  if  he  there  make  ufe  only  of 
the  common  methods  of  pilotage,  the  groping  of 
the  blind,  I  have  reported  the  greater  part  of  the 
refults  which  have,  at  different  periods,  occurred 
from  the  velocity  and  the  diredion  of  thefe  cur- 
rents :  and  for  thofe  which  are  met  with  in  the 
other  parts  of  the  two  oceans,  I  have  thrown  the 
detail  of  them  into  Not£S  feparated  from  the  text, 
in  which  the  young  feaman  who  is  endeavouring 
to  improve  himfelf  will  find  a  motive  of  emula- 
tion, when  he  fees  the  happy  ufe  that  can  be 
made  of  the  new  methods,  for  infuring  naviga- 
tion, and  abridging  the  duration  of  the  runs.  If 
I  have  frequently  prefented  the  errors  which  are 
cccafioned  by  the  effedt  of  the  currents,  it  is  that 
this  part  of  the  information  which  it  behoves 
navigators  to  acquire,  and  which  can  be  improved 
only  by  the  approximation  and  comparifon  of  the 
refults  of  obfervations  made  at  diEerent  times  in  a 
fame  track  of  fea,  has  not  appeared  to  me  to 
have  been  treated  with  fufficient  minutenefs  in  the 
journals  of  the  great  voyages  of  the  Engliih.  But, 
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în  pointing  out  this  trifling  omiffion  of  particulars 
^  in  their  narratives,  it  would  be  unjud  not  to  ac- 
knowledge, at  the  fame  time,  that  they  have  an  ply 
indemnified  us  for  it  by  an  alfemblage^  an  accu* 
mulation  of  valuable  knowledge,  of  philofophical 
obfervations,  of  new  remarks  on  Phyfics  and 
Natural  Hiflory,  and  by  thofe  grand  pidures, 
thofe  grand  views  which  are  not  to  be  met  with 
în  the  narratives  of  the  voyagers  who  have  pre* 
ceded  them,  and  which,  no  doubtj  it  will  not  be 
common  to  find  in  the  journals  of  thofe  who  fliall 
tread  in  their  fteps. 

I  have  been  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  mono* 
tonous  and  ufelefs  to  prefent,  day  by  day,  th$ 
enumeration  of  the  fiflies,  birds,  and  marine  plants 
which  were  feenjfi  the  voyage  of  the  Solide,  and 
of  which  Captain  Chanajl's  journal  muft  have 
and  has  made  fpecial  mention  :  but  as  the  fight  of 
certain  plants,  of  certain  birds,  of  certain  fifhes, 
frequently  indicates  to  the  navigator  the  diflance 
at  which  he  is  from  the  land,  fometimes  even  an- 
nounces to  him  the  vicinity  of  fome  unknown 
fliore,  the  reader  will  find,  at  their  date,  in  the 
Journal  of  the  Route^  all  the  periods  at  which 
thefe  animals  and  plants  were  met  with,  and  the 
part  of  the  fea  where  they  were  feen.  I  fhall  con^  , 
fine  myfelf  to  reporting,  in  the  narrative  of  the  voy- 
age,  the  defer iption  of  fome  birds  and  of  fome  ma- 
rine produ(Elions,   as  it  was  given  by  Surgeon 
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RoBLET,  firft  officer  of  health  of  the  fhip  So- 
lide :  fome  of  thefe  obje6ls  are  little  known, 
others  have  been  already  defcribed  ;  but  one  obfcr- 
ver  does  not  fee  all^  does  not  tell  all  ;  what  may 
have  efcaped  the  firft,  a  fécond  feizes  ;  and  feveral 
defcriptions  of  the  fame  objed  by  different  obferv- 
ers,  lead  to  a  more  complete  defcription.  We 
ought  to  be  at  this  day  very  backward  in  fpeaking 
of  what  is  prefented  to  the  curiofity  of  voyagers  by 
the  feas  which,  in  thefe  latter  times,  the  Englifh 
jaavigators  have  explored  :  there  remain  but  few 
things  to  be  faid  on  this  fubjecl,  fmce  a  Banks, 
a  SoLANDER,  a  FoRSTER,  a  Sparmann,  an  An- 
derson, and  other  learned  men,  at  once  natu- 
ralifts  and  voyagers,  have  given  us  the  mofl  exact 
defcriptions  of  the  animals  whi-ch,  in  the  feas  that 
they  have  vifited,  inhabit  the  water  and  the  air, 
and  that  of  the  marine  productions  which  are  pe- 
culiar to  the  various  climates  that  they  have  tra- 
verfed  :  accordingly,  in  indulging  rayfelf  in  a  few 
excurlions  into  the  field  of  natural  hiftory,  I  have 
pretended  to  nothing  more  than  to  collect  under 
the  eyes  of  navigators,  pictures  that  are  fcattered  in 
different  works  or  narratives  which  they  have  not 
an  opportunity  of  confulting,  and  with  which  it 
may  be  ufeful  to  them  to  be  acquainted.  A  feaman 
does  not  carry  a  library  with  him,  and  feldom,  on 
fhore,  has  he  one  at  his  difpofal  :  it  is  therefore 
convenient  to  him,  when,  intending  to  make  a 
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long  voyagé,  he  is  reading  the  narrative  of  à  havi- 
gator  who  has  preceded  hirri  in  the  fame  feas,  to 
find  aflembled  in  this  account  all  the  information 
that  can  interefl  his  curiofity,  and  enable  him  ta 
recognife  every  thing  that  may  prefent  itfelf  to  his 
view.  It  is  for  the  niore  complete  accomplifhment 
of  this  objed  that  I  have  placed  at  the  end  of  the 
Journal  of  th£  Route,  an  abridged  defcription, 
fuch  as  is  adapted  to  feamen,  of  the  different  birds,-^ 
of  the  fifhes,  and,  of  fome  marine  productions  that 
are  met  with  on  the  track  which  the  Solide  fol- 
lowed in  failing  round  the  World  *• 

It  has  appeared  to  me  that,  in  order  to  render 
this  narrative  more  inlerefting,  and  to  convey  a 
more  perfed  idea  of  the  countries  and  people,  ftill 
new  to  us,  which  Captain  Marchand  vifited,  it 
was  my  duty  not  merely  to  extract  what  is  faid  of 
them  in  the  journal  which  I  had  befcvre  me  ;  I 
have  made  it  my  bufinefs  to  compare  what  the 
French  faw,  with  what  had  been-  reported  to  us 
by  the  voyagers  of  other  nations,  when  there  are. 
any  who  have  preceded  ours  in  the  places  to  be 
defcribed  :  thus  it  is  that  w^e  can  redify  the  ac- 
counts, the  one  by  the  other,  and  obtain,  of  every 
place,  and  of  every  people,  a  defcription  which,  at 

*  In  the  /*Dv:  RTisEMENT,  which  precedes  this  Iivtro*^ 
DUCTiON.  we  have  ftated  our  leafon  for  the  omiifion  of  thin^ 
paFt  of  the  original  work.  —  Trafijlutot» 
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0ie  fame  time,  may  be  both  more  accurate  and  more 
perfedt.  I  have  fometimes  taken  the  liberty  of  mak- 
ing digreffions,  which,  without  belonging  immedir 
ately  to  the  voyage  of  Captain  Marchand,  have 
feemed  to  me  to  afford  points  of  contaâ:  that  unite 
them  to  the  fubjed,  if  they  do  not  identify  them. 
And,  no  doubt,  if  thefe  digreffions  prefent  fome 
view  of  public  utility,  fome  obfervation  that  be- 
longs to  the  moral  and  political  fciences,  fome 
hiftorical  or  geographical  elucidation,  fome  con- 
jedlure  that  is  not  deftitute  of  foundation,  in  fhort, 
fome  obje6l  that,  from  the  interefl  which  it  prefents, 
may  appear  deferving  of  the  reader's  attention,  I 
may  be  excufed  for  not  having  always  fubjeded  my- 
felf  to  the  methodical,  and  neceffarily  uniform 
routine  of  a  fea-journal  :  people  will  be  iliil  more 
difpofed  to  be  indulgent,  when  the  objed  of  a  di- 
greflion  is  to  maintain  or  re-eftablifh  each  nation  in 
the  property  and  enjoyment  of  the  maritime  difco- 
veries  that  belong  to  it,  and  to  oppofe  the  ever- 
increafmg  invafion  of  thofe  ambitious  iflanders, 
who,  wifhing  to  domineer  over  the  whole  furface 
of  the  element  that  furrounds  and  protects  their 
polTeffions  in  Eui?.ope,  hkewife  lay  claim  to  the 
univerfal  difcovery  and  the  exclufive  commerce 
of  the  two  Worlds. 

I  might  have  made  the  voyager  himfelf  fpeak  : 
that  form  imparts  more  interefl  to  the  narrative, 
when  the  narrator  fpeaks  of  the  great  difficulties 
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over  which  he  has  triumphed,  of  the  great  danger» 
from  which  he  has  found  means  to  efcape  ;  but  in 
a  voyage  which  confifts  more  in  defcription  than 
m  adion,  I  havç  thought  fit  to  prefer  the  forms 
of  hiftory.  The  journal  of  Captain  Chanal  and 
that  of  Surgeon  Roblet  have  each  been  to  me  a 
canvas,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expreflion,  on  which  I  have 
interwoven  acceflbry  fubje6ls,  and  conneéled  them 
to  the  main  fubjed  with  the  defign  of  which  they 
have  furnifhed  me  ;  but  when  I  have  reported 
what  the  voyager  has  done,  or  what  he  has  feen, 
I  have  fcrupuloufly  adhered  to  his  account  :  and  if 
I  do  not  relate  things  precifely  as  he  has  told 
them,  I  can  affirm  that  I  relate  exadly  the  things 
that  he  wilhed  to  exprefs.  The  private  converfa* 
tions  which  I  have  had  with  Captain  Chanal,  the 
explanations  which  he  was  anxious  to  give  me, 
with  no  lefs  complaifance  for  my  queftions,  than 
interefl:  for  the  work,  have  furnifhed  me  with  a  few 
additional  materials  for  developing  and  extend- 
ing fome  of  the  defcriptions  :  throughout,  I  have 
endeavoured  to  exprefs  what  the  voyagers  have 
feen,  and  in  what  manner  they  have  feen.  To 
conclude,  the  Reader  will  eafily  diftinguifh  when 
I  fpeak  in  my  own  name,  or  when  I  am  no  more 
than  their  interpreter  ;  I  do  not  mean  to  render 
them  refponfible  for  my  opinions;  the  fafts  are  , 
theirs  ;  and  no  one  has  a  right  to  conteft  them  ; 
the  errors  of  opinion,  if  any  be  found,  are  mine  5 
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and  I  fhall  be  eager  to  acknowledge  and  re£lify 
them,  if  criticifm,  fupported  by  proofs,  fliall  pre* 
fent  them  to  my  notice, 

.  Paris,  25th  Floréal,  year  Vof  the  French er$ 
(14th  May  1797)- 
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VOYAGE 
ROUND  THE  WORLD, 

DURING  THE  YEARS  I79O,   lypi,  and  1 792. 

rr.ad,  at  different  times,  in  the  sittings  oîf  the  national 
Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  in  the  Class  of  Mora*. 
AND  Political  Sciences,  on  the  12th  Thermidor,  yi:ar  V, 
(3(3th  July  1707,)  ^he  following  sittings.] 


CHAPTER  L 

Departure  from  Marfeilles.— Pz//  into  Port  Pray  a 
m  the  I/land  of  St.  Jago. — Double  Cape  Horn.— • 
Touch  at  the  Marquefas  de  Mendoça. — Occurrences 
in  the  Bay  of  La  Madre  de  Dios  in  the  JJland 
of  Santa  Chriflina  or  Wahitaho. — Trade  with 
the  natives, 

'  ç^APTAîN  Etienne  Marchand  failed,  in  the 
Solide,  from  the  harbour  of  Marseilles  on 
the  14th  of  December  1790. 

On  the  29th  m  the  afternoon,  he  paffed  the  Strait 
of  Gibraltar,  andfhaped  his  courfe  to  make  the 
Cape  DE  Verd  Iflands,  at  which  he  intended  to 
touch. 

VOL.  u  s  On 
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On  the  4th  of  January  1791,  in  the  morning, 
he  got  fight  of  Salvage  Ifland  ;  and  the  next 
day,  at  three  quarters  pafl  one  in  the  afternoon^ 
he  difcovered,  at  the  diftance  of  thirty  leagues,  the 
•  Peak  of  Teneriffe  *,  at  the  moment  when  that 
remarkable  mountain  bore  nearly  fouthf.  This 
pofition,  in  regard  to  the  very  meridian  of  the 
peak,  whofe  longitude  is  determined  by  the  aflro- 
nomicar  and  geod^etical  obfervations  of  Bo-rda  |, 
procured  him  the  mean  of  detecting  and  rectifying 
the  error  in  his  reckoning.  It  was  afcertained  that 
the  general  movement  of  the  waters  w^hich,  in 
thefe  latitudes,  are  conftantly  dire£led  towards  the 
Strait  of  Gibraltar,  had,  in  the  fpace  of  feven 
days,  carried  the  fhip  about  two-thirds  of  a  degree, 
or  thirty-eight  miles  to  the  eaft-ward. 

On  the  6th,  Captain  Marchand  made  the 
Ifland  of  Palma,  and  the  Ifland  of  Ferro,  or 

HiERRO. 

Some  lunar  obfervations,  taken  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  9th,  indicated  that  the  {hip  had,  from  the 
5th  to  the  9th,  been  again  carried  to  the  eaftward, 
fifty- four  minutes  or  about  fixteen  leagues  [|  ;  thefe 
ferved  for  correding  the  dead  reckoning  j  and  on 

*  Or  Peaîc  of  Teyde,  Teitke,  otTsrhaira. 

f  In  all  the  points  of  the  compafs  mentioned  in  this  narrativej.. 
allowance  is  made  for  the  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle,  and 
they  are  reduced  to  the  true  north,  unlefs  it  be  exprefsly  de- 
clared to  the  contrary. 

:|:  See  Vol.  IL  Notes  I.  and  II. 

I!  Note  III. 
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the  14th,  at  half  paftnine  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
he  perceived  the  Ifland  of  Mayo  or  May,  the  mofj: 
weftern  of  the  four  iflands  which  form  the  fouth 
part  of  the  Archipelago  of  the  Cape  de  Verd 
Iflands. 

The  fight  of  this  ifland  Ihevi^ed  that  the  direction 
of  the  currents  was  changed  ;  and  that,  from  the 
9th  to  the  14th,  they  had  carried  the  fliip  to  the 
wefliward.  A  compenfation  *  had  taken  place  of  a 
part  of  the  former  errors  in  the  reckoning  ;  and, 
on  making  the  land,  the  error  was  reduced  to  one 
degree  or  about  nineteen  leagues  ahead  of  the  true 
fituation  of  the  fliip  t- 

-  Captain  Marchand  had  intended  to  put  into 
fome  port  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  to  procure 
water  and  refrefliments,  with  which  it  was  of  im- 
portance to  provide  himfelf  by  way  of  replacing 
what  had  been  expended  of  thofe  articles  before  he 

"*  As  this  exprefllon  may,  perhaps,  appear  new  to  fome  of 
our  nautical  readers,  we  beg  leave  to  fay,  that  it  is  adopted  for 
the  purpofe  of  avoiding  a  long  paraphrafe,  and  fignifies  that, 
in  a  certain  interval  of  time,  the  errors  in  the  reckoning,  in 
one  dire6lion,  were  counterbalanced,  or  at  leaft  in  part,  by 
errors  in  another  direction  ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  if,  at  one 
.period,  the  obfervations  for  the  latitude  and  longitude  /hewed 
that  the  fhip  had  made  more  Northing  or  Eajlhig  than  the  dead 
reckoning  indicated,  thefe  obfervations  fhewed,  at  another  pe- 
riod, that  (he  had  alfo  made  more  Southing  or  Wefting,  or  that 
the  two  quantities,  in  oppofite  dircdlions,  were  a  fet-ofF  againft 
each  other,  and  thus  formed  a  compenfatioa. — Tranjlatov's 
Note. 

t  See  Note  IV, 
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undertook  the  long  run  which  he  had  to  make  in 
order  to  pafs,  without  touching  at  any  place,  from 
the  Atlantic  into  the  Great  Ocean,  and  to 
proceed  to  the  north-west  coaftof  America. 

On  the  15th  in  the  morning,  the  Solide  an- 
chored in  La  Praya  Bay,  fituated  on  the  fouth 
coaft  of  the  Ifland  of  St.  Jago,  the  mod  confider- 
able  of  the  Cape  de  Verd  Iflands  ;  and  on  the 
1 8th,  Captain  Marchand  again  put  to  fea,  and 
fteered  for  making  Staten  Land,  to  the  eaft- 
ward  of  Tierra  del  Fuego,  of  which  he  in- 
tended to  get  fight  before  he  doubled  Cape 
Horn. 

Captain  March and's  voyage,  till  he  came  in 
fight  of  this  land,  affords  room  only  for  a  few  nau- 
tical  remarks,  which  I  have  thought  it  my  duty 
to  infert  in  the  notes  that  will  be  found  at  the 
conclufion  of  this  narrative  *  :  their  principal  ob- 
je6l  is  to  compare,  at  different  periods,  the  refult 
of  the  arbitrary  and  uncertain  methods  employed, 
till  thefe  latter  times,  for  determining  the  longi- 
tude at  fea,  with  that  of  the  methods,  if  not 
ftri6lly  correal,  at  leafl  fufEciently  fo,  which  aftro- 
nomy  has  fubftituted  to  the  dark  routine  of  the 
former.  The  comparifon  of  thefe  refulrs  has  led 
me  to  feek  the  caufe  of  the  errors  of  the  reckon- 
ing,  in  the  adlion  of  the  currents,  in  thofe  great 
rivers^  if  I  niay  ufe  the  exprefTion,  whofe  tapid 

*  See  the  Notes  from  IV.  to  XL 
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courfe,  traverfing  the  ocean  in  all  directions,  feems 
to  change  with  the  parallels,  with  the  meridians, 
with  the  feafons,  with  the  winds,  with  the  ofcilla- 
tions  of  the  tides,  and  according  to  the  diftances  at 
which  a  fhip  fails  in  regard  to  the  great  continents 
or  archipelagoes.  We  may,  however,  infer  that 
as  every  thing  in  nature  is  fubjeft  to  principles  and 
caufes,  it  will,  by  dint  of  obferving  arid  ftudying 
particular  elFefts,  be  pofTibJe  to  difcover  fome 
general  efFefls,  which,  in  the  limits  prefcribed  to 
our  knowledge,  and  for  om  ufe,  are  fometimes 
the  equivalent  of  caufes.  Seamen  are  requeued  to 
read  with  attention,  and  with  the  Chart  before 
them,  the  notes,  the  objedl  of  which  is  to  ifiquire 
into  the  effeds  of  currents  :  they  will  find  many  ex- 
amples, and  a  few  lefTons  perhaps,  in  the  part  pf  my 
labour  in  which  I,  in  fome  meafure,  dffledl  the 
fliip's  route,  in  order  to  eflimate  the  daily  errors. 

On  the  firft  of  February,  about  five  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  the  Solide  crofTed  the  line  in  the 
longitude  pf  23°  30'  wefl  from  the  meridian  of 
Paris. 

The  obfervations,  made,  at  different  periods, 
for  afcertaining  the  longitude,  proved  that,  from 
the  6th  of  February  when  the  fhip  had  reached  ihe 
parallel  of  5"  40'  fouth,  to  the  26th  of  the  fame 
month  when  (he  had  arrived  at  the  latitude  of  32® 
3p',  and  between  the  28th  and  48th  meridian  weft 
from  Paris,  the  currents  had  conftantly  fet  to  the 
fouth-weft  and  fouth-weft  by  weft  j  and  that  their 
»  3  mean 
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mean  efFeâ:  in  twenty-four  hours,  on  the  fhip's  pro- 
grefs  in  longitude,  had  been  from  ten  to  eleven 
miles  which  the  veflel  had  been,  daily,  carried  ahead 
of  her  reckoning  ;   but  the  obfervations  of  the 
8th  of  March  *  announced  that,  from  the  26th  of 
February  to  this  latter  period,  the  diredion  of  the 
currents  was  changed  ;  that,  in  this  interval,  they 
had  fet  about  3®  45'  to  the  eaftward,  and  1°  30'  to 
the  northward  ;  that  their  compound  diredion  was 
about  eaft-north-eaft  3  or  4^  north  ;  and  that  the 
fhip  had  been  drifted  in  this  diredion,  by  an  unper- 
ceived  movement,  to  a  diftance  of  two  hundred  and 
eight  miles  in  the  fpace  of  ten  days,  which  gives 
about  twenty-one  miles  or  feven  leagues  in  twenty- 
four  hours.    This  change  in  the  direction  of  the 
currents  which,  till  the  8th  of  March,  had  con- 
ftantly  fet  to  the  Southward  and  Wefiward^  and 
which,  fmce  that  period,  fet  to  the  Eajiward  and 
Northward  y  can  be  attributed  only  to  the  aclion  of 
the  great  current  which,  ilTuing  from  the  Rio  de 
.Î.A  Plata,  or  River  Plate,  had  maftered  the 
fliip  during  the  days  Ihe  had  employed  in  crolEng 
ît. 

It  refulted  from  this  circumftance,  that  a  com- 
penfation  had  taken  place  in  the  error  of  the 
reckoning,  in  longitude  ;  and  that  this  error 
which,  on  the  26th  of  February,  had  been  4°  40' 
qfiern  of  the  fhip,  was  on  the  8th  of  March,  found 
to  be  reduced  to  53  minutes. 

*  See  Note  XII. 
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The  obfervations  of  the  following  days  proved 
that  frefh  compenfations  had  again  occurred  *. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  foundings  began  to  an- 
nounce the  approach  of  land  :  on  the  1 7th  of 
March,  in  the  afternoon,  the  lead  indicated  fe- 
venty  fathoms,  over  a  bottom  of  very  fine  gray 
fand,  mixed  with  black  and  white  fpecks  f.  Cap- 
tain Marchand  founded  frequently  till  he  got 
fight  of  Staten  Land,  which  was  difcovered 
from  the  maft-head  on  the  ift  of  April  at  noon, 
as  had  been  expected  according  to  the  obferva- 
tions. 

At  four  o'clock.  Cape  San  Juan,  the  mofl 
eaftern  point  of  this  land,  bore  fouth  i  or  2°  weft, 
diftant  thirteen  or  fourteen  leagues. 

The  longitude  of  this  cape  is  fixed  by  the  ob- 
fervations made  in  Captain  Cook's  fécond  voy- 
age, at  66°  7' weft  from  Paris  |  ;  and  in  compar- 
ing to  it  that  of  the  fhip,  according  to  the  obferva- 
tions of  the  30th  of  March,  and  which  ought  to  be 
the  fame  as  that  of  the  cape  under  whofe  meridian 
(he  was,  it  will  be  feen  that  it  differs  from  it  only 
about  2 1  minutes,  which  are  here  equivalent  to  no 
more  than  four  leagues, 

*  See  Notes  from  XII  [.  to  XVIII. 

f  See  in  the  Journal  of  the  Route  the  foundings  that  were  had 
every  day. 

X  See  The  original  Ajlronomlcal  Ohfervatlons  made  m  the  courfe 
tj  a  Voyage  to  the  South  Pole  and  round  the  World,  By  W. 
Wales.   London,  I '^Sj,  4to.  page  329. 
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The  longitude  gîven  by  the  reckoning  from 
La  Praya,  whence  the  departure  was  taken, 
prefented  a  corre6i:nefs  nearly  equal  ;  it  differed 
from  it  by  being  only  37  minutes  or  about  feven 
leagues  ahead  :  but  this  correftnefs  is  the  eifeft,  of 
chance,  which  determined  that  the  great  errors  in 
one  direction  fhould  be  counterbalanced  and  cor- 
refted  by  equal  errors  in  the  oppofite  direction. 
However,  an  ignorant  navigator,  who,  in  the  coiirfe 
of  his  run,  might  inot  know  how  to  make  ufe  of 
any  of  the  means  which  could  fet  him  right  in  re- 
gard to  the  errors  inevitable  in  a  daily  eftimate  the 
data  of  which  are  always  fo  uncertain,  would  not 
have  failed  to  boaft  of  his  land-fall,  made  on  the 
appointed  day,  and,  as  it  were,  at  a  fixed  hour, 
after  being  feventy-three  days  under  fail  ;  he  would 
have  attributed  to  his  particular  talent,  to  the  cer- 
tainty of  his  forefight,  to  the  exadlnefs  of  his  cal- 
culations, to  his  art  in  fhort,  a  precifion  which  was 
only  the  refult  of  a  fortunate  chance  :  for  it  is 
proved  that  if,  in  the  Solide's  voyage,  from  La 
Praya  to  Staten  Land,  the  errors,  inftead  of 
counterbalancing  each  other,  had  accumulated  in 
the  fame  direction,  which  might  have  taken  place 
in  Other  latitudes,  and  in  other  circumftances,  the 
fum  of  thefe  errors  would  have  amounted  to  up- 
warxîs  of  13**  30'  which,  in  the  parallel  of  the 
land-fall,  reprefent  a  hundred  and  fixty  leagues  of 
error  *. 

*  See  Note  XIX. 
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On  lofing  fight  of  Cape  San  Juan,  the  Solids 
lhaped  her  courfe  to  double  the  eaft  end  of  S  ta» 
TEN  Land,  and  thence,  by  failing  round  Ti^^rra 
DEL  FuEGO,  without  getting  fight  of  it,  to  gaiu 
the  parallel  of  Gape  Horn,  which  Captain  Mah- 
CHAND  intended  to  make. 

In  the  interval  from  the  6th  to  the  7th,  he  palled 
beyond  the  meridian  of  this  cape,  which  lies  in  the 
longitude  of  69"  46'  weft  ;  for,  at  noon,  on-  the 
7th,  the  (hip  had,  according  to  the  dead  reckoning 
çorreded  by  fubfequent  obfervations,.  reached  the 
meridian  of  70"*  15'. 

It  was  not  till  the  nth,  that  the  flate  of  the 
weather  allowed  of  taking  lunar  obfervations  ;  and^ 
according  to  their  refult,  compared  with  that  given 
_  by  the  dead  reckoning,  it  was  judged  that,  from 
the  time  of  lofing  fight  of  Cape  San  Juan,  the 
reckoning  was  i""  6'  or  about  twenty-three  leagues 
ahead^v^\i\Qh  the  fhip  had  been  carried  to  the  eaft- 
ward  by  the  eifed:  of  the  currents  that,  at  the  fame 
time,  had  fet  nearly  half  a  degree,  or  ten  leagues  to 
the  northward  *. 

Lunar  obfervations,  made  on  the  19th,  fliewed 
that,  from  the  nth,  the  currents  had  driven  the 
Ihip,  by  an  impercep^tible  movement,  2^  9'  beyond 
her  progrefs  to  the  weftward  indicated  bythe  dead 
reckoning  :  and  according  to  the  obfervations  of 
latitude,  they  had  at  the  fame  time  carried  her 

*  Sfc  Note  XX. 
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1°  20'  to  the  fouthward  ;  that  is,  that  her  efti- 
mated  progrefs  towards  the  north  had  been  dimi- 
nifhed  in  that  proportion.  Thence  it  was  con- 
cluded that  the  unperceived  movement  of  the  (hip 
had  occafioned  her,  in  the  fpace  of  eight  days,  to 
make  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  miles  in  the  di- 
reftion  of  weft-fouth-weft  i°  weft,  and  that  the 
mean  efFe6l  of  the  current  had  been  nineteen 
miles  in  twenty-four  hours  *. 

It  will  be  feen  that  the  error  which  had  oc» 
curred  in  the  reckoning,  in  the  interval  from  the 
nth  to  the  19th,  counterbalances  within  3  mi- 
nutes, and  corrects  that  which  had  taken  place  be- 
tween the  I  ft  and  the  nth. 

In  comparing  the  refult  of  the  obfervations  of  the 
nth  with  the  refult  ofthofe  of  the  19th,  we  fhall 
remark  that,  to  the  fouthward  of  Tierra  del 
FuEGoand  in  the  Great  Austral  Ocean,  the 
currents  appear  to  have  the  fame  direction  as  that 
which  had  been  obferved  in  the  South  Atlan- 
tic Ocean,  that  is  to  fay,  that,  in  general,  in 
both,  the  currents  which  fet  to  the  Northward^  alfo 
fet  to  the  Eqftward  ;  and  that  thofe  which  fet  to  the , 
Southward^  at  the  fame  time  fet  to  the  Weftward, 

Although  the  contrariety  of  the  winds  had  com- 
•pelled  Captain  Marchand  to  get  into  the  paral- 
lel of  60%  he  did  not,  in  this  latitude,  experience 
the  cold  which  had  been  expected  :  Reaumur's 
thermometer   fell  no   lower  than  the  freezing 

Note  XXL 
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pointy  and  that  only  for  a  few  hours  in  the  courfe  of 
the  night.  But  it  cannot  be  faid  that  the  weather 
was  fine,  it  being  almoft  always  attended  with 
hard  fqualls,  hail,  and  fnow. 

He  began  to  ftand  to  the  northward  as  foon  as 
the  wind  permitted  him  to  hold  that  courfe  ;  and 
on  the  20th,  according  to  the  obfervations,  he 
had,  in  the  Great  Austral  Ocean,  reached 
the  latitude  of  51°  40',  iind  longitude  of  93°  45'. 
In  this  fituation,  he  was  two  hundred  and  ten 
leagues  to  the  wed  3  or  4°  north  of  Cape  Victo- 
ria, the  moft  weftern  point  of  the  north  coaft 
of  the  Strait  of  Magellan  :  therefore,  in  the 
fpace  of  twenty  days,  the  Solide  had  failed  round 
Tierra  del  Fuego.  Captain  Cook,  who,  in 
1769,  had  followed  nearly  the  fame  route,  was 
obliged  to  employ  thirty  days  in  performing  it  :  he 
had,  however,  pafled  through  the  Strait  of  Le 
Maire,  inftead  of  doubling  Staten  Land  to 
the  eaftward  ;  which  may,  according  to  the  wind, 
fhortenthe  run. 

Since  the  Solide  had  entered  the  Great 
Ocean,  all  day  there  were  feen  flying  round  the 
fliip,  fpotted  petrels,  albatrofles,  petrels  of  different 
colours,  quebranta-hueffos  *  (bone-breakers).  Port 
Egmont  hens,  and  all  the  various  fpecies  of 
oceanic  birds,  which  voyagers,  and  after  them  orni- 
thologifts,  have  taken  a  pleafure  in  defcribing,  and 

*  Procellaria  gigantea,  or  giant  petrel  of  Latham. — TranJIa- 
ton 

which, 
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which,  with  cetaceous  fifhes  and  other  inhabitants 
of  the  waters,  that  play  on  their  furface,  feem  def- 
tined  to  recreate  the  navigator,  and  break  the  mo- 
notony of  that  foHtude  which  the  eye  cannot 
meafure,  and  where,  but  for  the  prefence  of  a 
few  animated  beings,  the  man  who  traverfes  it, 
placed  between  the  abyfs  of  the  fea  and  the  im- 
inenfe  expanfe  of  the  fl^y,  might  think  himfelf 
alone  in  the  midft  of  the  univçrfe,  I  refer  the 
reader  to  the  "Journal  of  the  PsOiite  that  accompa- 
ules  this  narrative  *,  to  learn  the  periods  at  which 
the  various  fpecies  of  birds  or  of  fiftes  were  met 
with,  in  what  latitude  each  begins  tp  make  its  ap^ 
pearance,  and  in  what  fea  one  fpecies  feemed  to  pre- 
vail in  number  over  all  others  of  the  fame  genus, 
I  fhall  here  confine  myfelf  to  relating  the  defcrip- 
tions  given  by  Surgeon  Roblet  of  fome  birds 
which  were  taken  on  board  the  Solide,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  April,  and  which  he  had  an  opportunity 
ÎO  examine. 

One  of  thefe  birds,  which  was  caught  with 
hook  and  line,  is  three  feet  and  a  half  in  extent, 
including  four  inches  for  the  diameter  of  its  body  ; 
and  its  length,  from  the  tip  of  the  bill  tô  the 
extremity  of  the  tail,  is  eighteen  inches. 

"  The  wing  is  compofed  of  ten  quill-feathers  a 
foot  in  length  \  their  colour  is  gray,  and  becomes 
black  at  the  extremity  :  the  mantle  is  of  a  bright 

*  ^ce  VoL  II. 
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gray,  which  ends  by  being  white  on  the  head  :  the 
under  part  of  the  belly  is  entirely  w'hite  :  the  tall 
'  is  compofed  of  twenty  feathers  ranged  in  two  lines, 
and  it  expands  at  the  will  of  the  bird.  Nature  has 
taken  care  to  clothe  its  body,  under  the  feather 
that  covers  it,  with  that  very  fieecy,  and  confe^ 
quently  very  warm  down,  which  fhe  has  given  to 
all  the  oceanic  birds  that  inhabit  the  frozen, 
climates. 

"  The  legs  are  two  inches  and  a  half  long  to 
the  joint  of  the  toes,  whofe  length  is  alfo  two 
inches  and  a  half,  including  that  of  the  claws. 
The  feet  are  palmated,  and  formed  of  three  toes 
and  a  claw  to  the  heel  :  the  outer  toe  has  four 
joints,  the  middle  one  three,  and  the  inner  two. 
The  neck  is  three  inches  long,  and  the  head  an 
inch  in  diameter.  The  forehead,  which  is  well 
covered,  is  furnifhed  with  a  bill  two  inches  in 
length,  and  fix  lines  in  breadth  at  its  bafe  :  the 
bill  is  hooked  at  the  extremity  of  the  upper  man- 
dible, which  is  formed  cf  three  bones,  the  two  la- 
teral ones  of  which  unite  with  that  of  the  middle, 
and  form  two  grooves  on  each  fide.  The  noftrils, 
feparated  by  a  cartilaginous  partition  which  is  co- 
vered by  a  blue  membrane,  open,  at  the  diftance  of 
fix  lines  from  the  forehead  at  the  place  where  the 
upper  mandible  is  flightly  depreiTed.  Four  lines 
from  the  noftrils,  begins  the  crookednefs  of  the 
bill,  the  inner  edges  of  which  are  channelled 
throughout  all  their  length.  The  es^rs,  w^hich  are 
6  very 
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very  much  covered,  are  four  lines  from  the  pofte- 
rior  angle  of  the  eye,  and  their  opening  is  two 
lines  in  diameter.  The  extremity  of  the  upper 
mandible  terminates  in  a  rounded  point,  exadly 
moulded  to  the  convexity  of  the  upper  one  ;  and 
it  contains  the  tongue  which  occupies  it  almoft  en- 
tirely. The  palate,  which  is  terminated  by  an  ap- 
pendix inferted  in  the  concavity  of  the  hook,  is  be- 
fet  with  nervous  papilla:. 

On  opening  the  body,  the  ftomach  was' 
found  to  be  formed  by  a  membrane  which  w^as  en- 
tirely empty  ;  and  the  gizzard,  which  was  fix  lines 
in  diameter,  by  an  inch  and  four  lines  in  length, 
was  filled  with  herbs  whofe  nature  could  not  be 
diflinguifhed  ;  but  it  was  prefumed  that  they  were 
feaweeds  :  the  internal  membrane  had,  to  the 
touch,  the  roughnefs  of  a  cat's  tongue.  In  fe- 
veral  individuals  of  the  fame  fpecies,  which  were 
opened,  the  flomach  and  gizzard  were  found  filled 
with  birds'  feathers,  and  in  one  of  thefe,  was  a 
bird's  bill  which  was  thought  to  be  that  of  a  ftorm- 
bird  {avis procellaria)J^ 

Another  bird  which,  like  the^former,  was  taken 
with  hook  and  line,  deferved,  from  the  lingu- 
larity  of  its  plumage,  that  Surgeon  Roblet  fliould 
make  of  it  the  following  defcription. 

This  bird,"  fays  he,  "  exhibits  only  two  co- 
lours, white  and  black  ;  they  are  diftributed  in  fo 
diverfified  a  manner,  that  they  give  to  its  robe 
the  mofl:  agreeable  appearance.    The  head,  which 

is 
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Is  almoîl  round,  and  the  upper  part  of  the  neck, 
are  of  the  mod  beautiful  black  ;  the  throat  and  the 
belly,  of  a  dazzling  white.  The  mantle,  com- 
pofed  of  fmall  feathers,  rounded  at  their  extre- 
mity, and  fpeckled  with  brown  and  white  fpots, 
prefents,  on  each  feather,  the  figure  of  a  fmall 
lozenge  which  is  a  thoufand  times  repeated  :  the 
rump  is  ft  ill  more  remarkable,  becaufe  thefe  fmall 
figures,  ftill  more  numerous,  are  here  more  re- 
gular, more  diftind,  and,  in  all  the  individuals  of 
this  fpecies  v/hich  there  was  an  opportunity  of 
examining,  prefent  themfelves  under  the  form  of  a 
fquare  feen  by  one  of  its  angles.  The  extent  of 
the  wings  is  two  feet  and  a  half,  including  three 
inches  for  the  diameter  of  the  body  :  each  wing 
is  furnifhed  with  ten  quill-feathers,  the  largeft  of 
which  have  the  outer,  and  two  thirds  of  the  inner 
edge  of  a  beautiful  black,  and  the  remainder  of  a 
fine  white  ;  the  fmall  quill-feathers  are  black  only 
at  the  tip  ;  which  produces  a  border  of  this  colour, 
completely  encircling  a  white  ground.  When  the 
bird  is  in  a  ftate  of  repofe,  it  habitually  crofles  its 
wings  in  the  form  of  fciffars.  Its  tail  is  compofed 
of  eighteen  quills  in  two  rows  :  white  prevails 
throughout  two-thirds  of  their  length;  a  fmall 
black  ftripe,  a  foot  in  breadth,  terminates  the 
feathers  of  the  firft  row  ;  and  in  thofe  of  the 
fécond,  the  flripe  is  not  more  than  three  or  four 
lines.    The  total  length  of  the  bird,  taken  from 

the 


l6  MARc:HANï)'s  vôyaûe;     f April  1791'» 

the  tip  of  the  bill  to  the  extremity  of  the  tail,  is  a 
foot. 

Its  eye  is  very  black  and  very  lively.  Its  bill, 
which  is  of  an  ebony  black,  is  only  fourteen  lines 
in  length,  and  is  llightly  hooked  at  its  extremity  5 
which  gives  ît  a  countenance  lefs  ftupid  than  other 
oceanic  birds  :  this  bill  is  formed^;  like  that  of  the 
others,  of  three  pieces,  of  which  the  lateral  ones 
join  to  that  of  the  middle,  to  which  they  are  at- 
tached by  ligaments  and  à  membrane  that  allow 
thefe  pieces  to  have  a  Hltle  play  between  themé 
The  noflrils,  feparated  in  their  middle,  by  a  car- 
lilaginous  partition,  have  a  round  form,  and  are 
covered  by  a  prolongation  of  the  frontal  bone? 
which  appears  to  add  to  the  bill  a  fourth  piece 
whofe  root  is  covered  by  the  feathers.  The  extre- 
mity of  the  upper  mandible  is  terminated  by  a  fmall 
and  very  fharp  hook,  which  is  three  lines  from  the 
point  to  the  moft  convex  part  :  the  under  jaw,  en- 
tirely filled  by  the  tongue,  is  exadly  adapted  to 
the  upper,  throughou-t  its  whole  length,  and  ter- 
minates in  a  blunt  point.  The  ears  are  placed  as 
in  other  birds.  The  feet  are  palmated  ;  they  have 
three  toes  and  a  moveable  claw  to  the  heel.  The 
leg  is  black,  and  two  inches  in  length. 

"  The  charader  of  this  bird  is  very  gentle  and 
familiar  :  frequently,  for  feveral  hours  together, 
we  amufed  a  great  number  of  them  with  fmalî 
hooks  which  they  very  dexteroufly  ftripped  of  their 
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bait.  We  attracted  them  without  any  difficulty, 
by  degrees,  quite  clofe  to  the  fhip's  ftern.  We 
endeavoured  to  ftrike  fome  with  a  fifli-gig  *,  but 
without  fuccefs  ;  their  too  great  lightnefs  and 
their  fituation  on  a  fluid  oppofing  no  refiftance  to 
the  fi(h.gig,  they  dived  under  the  ftroke,  without 
being  wounded  by  it.  The  cry  of  this  bird,  in  its 
fports  or  its  quarrels,  is  both  hoar  fe  and  flirill  5  era 
era  ra  era  era,  Thofe  which  were  taken  into  the 
fhip  did  not  feem  to  regret  their  liberty  ;  although, 
at  firft,  they  had  made  frequent  efforts  to  recover 
it." 

Surgeon  Roblet  applied  no  name  to  the  two 
birds  of  which  we  havejuft  given  a  defcription: 
it  appears  that  the  former  is  a  gray  petrel^  and  it  can 
fcarcely  be  doubted  that  the  latter  is  a  /potted 
petrel^  commonly  called,  in  -  French,  a  damier 
(draught-board)  :  it  is  well  known  that  this  name 
has  been  given  to  it  by  our  navigators,  becaufe 
the  plumage  with  which  the  upper  part  of  its  body 
is  clothed,  in  fad,  reprefents  a  draught-board. 

Thefe  two  birds,  like  all  fea-fowl,  in  general, 
have  a  fifhy,  muddy  tafte,  fuch  as  hunger  alone 
could  determine  people  to  ufe  them  as  food.  Sail- 
ors, however,  think  other  wife  \  but  every  one 
knows  that  their  appetite  rejeéls  nothing,  and 
that  the  rats  even  in  the  fhip,  when  they  can  be 

*  A  fifhlng  inftrument,  a  fort  of  trident  with  feveral  points, 
the  prongs  of  which  are  barbed. 
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caught,  are  fricaflfeed  like  rabbits  :  they  are  fome- 
times  the  fize  of  a  fmall  individual  of  that  fpe- 
cies  ;  but  it  may  be  doubted  whether  they  have  the 
fame  flavour  and  delicacy. 

Among  the  different  birds  which  the  Solide  met 
with  in  her  route,  there  was  particularly  remarked 
one  of  which  fome  navigators  have  fpoken,  but 
which  none  have  defcribed.  Bougainville  fays 
that,  being  on  the  2nd  of  December  1769,  ofF 
Cape  Virgin  Mary,  two  white  birds ^  refembling 
large  pigeons,  came  and  alighted  on  the  yards  ; 
and  he  adds  that  he  had  feen  a  flock  of  fimilar 
birds  crofs  the  Bay  of  Falkland's  Iflands  *. 

The  Solide  met  with  the  firft  bird  of  this  fpe- 
cies,  on  the  25th  of  March,  in  latitude  44*"  fouth, 
longitude  63*  20'  weft,  at  the  diftance  of  abqut 
feventy  leagues -j-  from  the  Magellanic  Land  y 
and  fome  of  the  fame  fpecies  were  perceived  on 
the  7th  of  April,  when  fhe  had  reached  the  lati-- 
tude  of  58°  15',  and  longitude  of  71%  about  forty- 
eight  leagues  to  the  fouth  by  weft  of  Cape  Horn. 

According  to  the  account  of  Surgeon  Roblet 
who  furnifhed  us  with  the  defcription  of  this  bird, 
with  which  I  have  blended  that  in  like  manner 
given  by  Captain  Chanal,  thefe  white  birds  are 
met  with  at  rather  confiderable  diftances  from  all 
land,  as  fifty,  fixty,  and  feventy  leagues,  either 

*  Vùyage  autour  du  Mofidc)  page  117  of  the  4to.  edition, 
f  About  88  common  leagues. 
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blown  into  the  offing  by  the  wind,  or  travellers  ; 
but  they  are  feldom  feen  more  than  two  at  a  time. 
Their  flight  is  executed  by  a  precipitate  flapping  of 
the  wings  which  are  of  an  equal  breadth  through- 
out their  whole  length  ;  a  character  that  already 
difl:inguiflies  them  from  other  oceanic  birds  :  one 
of  thofe  which  were  taken  on  board  the  Solide, 
had  its  feet  foiled  with  a  reddifli  earth.  It  appears 
that  this  fpecies  loves  to  be  fettled  :  after  having 
amufed  themfelves  with  flying  for  fome  time 
round  the  (hip,  they  perched  on  the  yards  ;  and  if 
fear  or  fatigue  preflfed  them  too  much,  they  alighted 
on  the  water  ;  but  none  of  them  were  obferved  to 
play  on  its  furface. 

This  bird  is  of  the  fize  of  a  pigeon  of  the  largeft 
fpecies  j  it  has,  like  it,  the  neck  and  body  fiiort 
aAd  compad.  Its  plumage  is  entirely  white,  and 
very  beautiful  ^  and  in  a  dozen  individuals  which 
were  examined,  there  was  not  perceived  a  fingle 
fpot  ;  but  the  infide  of  the  feathers,  at  the  rootj 
is  furniflied  with  a  blackifli  down.  Its  total  length, 
from  the  point  of  the  bill  to  the  tip  of  the  tail  is 
fourteen  inches  :  the  extent  of  its  wings  is  two  feet 
four  inches  ;  and  in  their  dimenfions,  the  diame- 
ter of  the  body,  from  one  wing  to  the  other,  oc- 
cupies four  inches.  At  the  extremity  of  the  firft 
joint  of  each  wing,  is  feen  a  fmall  callous  ex- 
crefcence,  of  the  form  of  a  wart  ;  and  this  ex- 
crefcence  is  common  to  all  the  individuals  of  the 
fpecies.    Its  tail  is  fliort  and  well  furniflied.  Its 
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bill  has  the  fhape  of  that  of  the  gallinaceous  tribe  ; 
but  it  is  thicker,  is  an  inch  long,  terminates  in  a 
point,  and  is  fix  lines  in  diameter  at  its  bafe  ; 
the  fore  part  pretty  much  refembles  that  of  the 
bird  which  we  call  grojheak.  The  two  mandibles 
exadly  touch  each  other  throughout  their  whole 
length  ;  only  the  upper  projects  beyond  the  under 
by  a  fmall  hook  of  about  half  a  line  like  that  of 
a  hen  :  in  the  middle,  are  the  noftrils  covered  by 
a  fort  of  fcale  which  iffues  from  the  root  of  the 
bill  ;  and  this  root  is  furrounded  by  little  papill(s^ 
from  the  centre  of  wbich  is  feen  fprouting  a  fmall 
feather.  The  ears  are  placed  below  the  pofterior 
angle  of  the  eyes,  at  the  diftance  of  fix  lines.  The 
iris  appears  black,  and  the  cornea  grayifh.  Under 
the  eyes  is  a  grayifh  membrane,  deftitute  of 
feathers,  as  in  our  common  hens.  The  tongue, 
which  is  not  quite  fo  long  as  the  bill,  occupies 
all  the  breadth  of  it  :  the  palate  is  ftrewn  with 
nervous  papilla  which  mufl  give  to  this  bird  a 
more  delicate  fenfe  of  tafte  than  to  others.  The 
bottom  of  the  bill,  oppofite  the  larinx,  is  fur- 
niflied  with  another  row  of  papilla  larger  than  the 
former,  and  the  two  middle  ones  of  which  pro- 
jecl  forward  under  the  form  of  two  fmall  hooks. 
Its  feet,  which  are  of  a  deep  gray,  are  in  propor- 
tion  thicker  and  longer  than  thofe  of  oceanic 
birds,  without,  however,  being  fo  much  fo  as 
to  refemble  thofe  of  water-fowl.  Its  foot  would 
refemble  that  of  the  hen,  if  its  toes  were  not  pro- 
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portionahly  thicker:  they,  are  three  in  number, 
turned  forward,  and  detached  from  each  other, 
without  any  intermediate  membrane;  the  claw^ 
which  terminates  each  toe,  is  black  and  very  hard. 

On  opening  the  body,  the  ftomach  was  found 
empty  ;  ana  the  gizzard  which  is  fomewhat  thick, 
and  clothed  inwardly  with  a  denticulated  mem- 
brane, was  filled  with,  fine  gravel  and  fmall  frag- 
ments of  egg-fheils. 

Surgeon  Roblet  and  Captain  Chanal  agree 
in  faying  that  this  bird  has  no  fifhy  or  muddy  tafte, 
and  that  it  is  very  good  eating  :  its  flefh  refembles 
that  of  the  pigeon,  and  has  the  fame  flavour  ;  and 
fome  of  the  officers,  who  ate  of  it,  compared  it  to 
that  of  the  plover. 

We  are  at  a  lofs  to  clafs  this  bird  :  the  feet 
which  were  found  foiled  with  a  reddifh  earth,  the 
form  and  the  quality  of  the  bill,  and  the  manner  of 
flying,  feem  to  indicate  a  land-bird  :  the  fliape  of 
the  gizzard,  as  well  as  the  fine  gravel  and  the 
fragments  of  egg-fliells  which  were  found  in  it,  even 
announce  it  to  be  a  gravinorous  bird  ;  while  the 
down  that  covers  its  body,  beneath  the  feathers, 
is  a  charader  which  belongs  to  the  oceanic  bird. 
Its  bill,  which,  with  the  exception  of  fome  trifling 
differences,  is  that  of  the  hen,  is  not  the  bill  oî  a 
bird  of  prey,  and  feems  not  intended  for  fnapping 
and  pulling  to  pieces  fifli  j  it  would  therefore  with 
difficulty  find  its  food  on  the  fea  ;  and  yet  it  is  met 
ffixh  at  rather  great  diftances  from  all  land.    If,  as 
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feveral  characlers  indicate,  it  be  a  land-bird,  its 
wings  mufl  poflefs  great  ftrength,  and  its  flight  be 
very  rapid,  fince,  in  the  interval  of  its  meals,  it 
can  .proceed  to  fo  great  a  diftance  from  the  land 
which  fupports  it,  and  return  thither  in  fearch  of 
its  food. 

It  will  be  feen  that  this  bird  prefents  a  fort  of 
problem  which  our  navigators  have  not  endea- 
voured to  folve  ;  but  knowing  no  voyager  who  has 
cbferved  this  bird,  or  defignated  it  by  any  other 
name  than  that  of  white  bird,  they  employed  the 
privilege  of  impofmg  one  on  this  unknown  fpecies, 
and  called  it  whitï:  antarctic  pigeon  :  it  is 
for  ornithologifts  to  decide  whether  it  ought  to 
retain  this  appellation. 

Till  now  the  Solide's  voyage  had  prefented 
no  nautical  event  which  appeared  to  deferve  parti- 
cular notice  ;  but  having  on  the  20th  of  April,  as 
1  have  before  mentioned,  reached  the  latitude  of 
51°  40'  fouth,  and  being  about  two  hundred  and 
fen  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  the  weftern  mouth 
of  the  Strait  o,f  Magellan,  Captain  Mar- 
chand met  with  a  violent  gale  which  annoyed 
the  fhip  for  twenty-four  hours  :  and  it  is  to  be 
remarked  that  this  ftorm  is  the  only  one  that  he 
had  encountered  fiiice  his  departure  from  Europe. 
I  obferve  that  he  had^  however,  in  a  feafon  that  is 
not  the  moft  favourable,  doubled  this  dreadful 
Cape  Horn,  the  mere  name  of  which,  in  the 
middle  of  our  century  too,  infpired  terror.  Thi$ 
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opinion,  already  accredited,  had  acquired  great 
weight  by  the  account  of  the  difficulties  which 
Commodore  Anson  experienced  in  thefe  feas,  and 
of  the  fucceffive  gales  of  wind  which  thwarted 
his  voyage,  difperfed  a  part  of  his  fquadron,  and. 
occafioned  the  lofs  of  one  of  the  fhips  of  which  it 
was  conipofed.    He  mufi:  have  been  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  Cape  Horn,  on  the  approach  of  the  au- 
tumnal equinox  in  the  audral  heaiifphere  ;  and  it 
is  well  known  that,  in  all  feas  in  general,  and  par- 
ticularly in  the  vicinity  of  coails,  the  time  of  the 
equinoxes  is  tempcllur  us  :  it  feldom  happens  that 
the  periods  when  the  fun  crofles  the  equator,  are 
not  marked  by  fome  gales  of  wind.    Ihe  experi- 
ence of  more  recent  voyages  has  proved  that  by 
combining  their  route  fo  as  to  enter  the  auftral 
feas  in  the  favourable  feafon,  during  the  fummer 
in  the  fouthern  hemifphere,  navigators  meet  with 
no  more  difficulties  in  doubling  Cape  Horn,  than 
in  doubling  any  other  promontory  :  and  indeed, 
this  certainty  being  acquired  has,  for  fome  years, 
caufed  them  to  abandon  the  route  of  the  Strait 
OF  Magellan,  where  the  frequent  neceffity  of 
anchoring  and  getting  under  way  exhaufts,  to  no 
manner  of  purpofe,  the  ftrength  of  a  fhip's  com- 
pany ;  produces  the  germ  of  diforders  which,  in 
time,  are  fpread  ;  often  occafions  the  lofs  of  an- 
chors ;  inevitably  damages  the  cables  ;  and  more 
than  once  in  the  courfe  of  a  long,  voyage,  there 
has  been  reafon  to  regret  having,  in  .the  outfet,  fo 
C4  little 
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little  hufbanded  ground  tackle,  which  cannot  be 
replaced,  and  on  which,  on  feveral  occafions,  de- 
pends the  fafety  of  the  fhip  and  crew.  The  cer- 
tainty of  finding  in  the  ftrait  both  wood  and  wa- 
ter, muft  alfo  have  contributed  to  caufe  Magel- 
lan's track  to  be  preferred,  in  former  times,  to 
that  of  Le  Maire  and  Schouten  ;  but,  fmce  the 
refearches  of  Captain  Cook  have  led  him  to  difco- 
veronthe  fouth  coaft  of  Tierra  del  Fuego,  that 
great  bay,  named  by  him  Christmas  Sound, 
which  in  its  circumference  affords  feveral  good 
anchorages,  water,  wood,  and  falutary  plants  ; 
iince  we  are  aflured,  from  the  infpeclion  of  this 
coaft,  and  the  obfervations  of  the  fame  navigator, 
that  new  refearches  would  lead  to  the  difcovery 
of  other  harbours  equally  fit  for  receiving  fhips 
and  yielding  them  fupplies,  there  is  no  longer  any 
motive  that  can  determine  feamen  to  involve  them. 
felves  in  the  long  and  winding  labyrinth  of  the 
Strait  of  Magellan. 

The  gale  which  the  Solide  had  ju ft  encountered 
had  for  fome  days  difperfed,  but  had  not  put  to 
flight,  her  aerial  convoy,  that  retinue  of  different 
birds  which  did  not  forfake  her,  and  which,  no 
doubt,  had  frequently  relieved  each  other,  from 
the  time  that  (he  had  begun  to  be  furrounded  by 
them.  On  the  morning  of  the  21ft,  Captain 
Marchand  contrived  to  fhoot  two  albatroffes  ; 
the  yawl  was  difpatched  to  pick  them  up  on  the 
water  J  and  Surgeon  Roblet  took  pofTefTion  of 

them 
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îhem  for  the  purpofe  of  fubmîtting  them  to  obfer- 
vation  and  to  the  fcalpel. 

The  albatrofs,  the  largefl:  of  the  web-footed 
birds,  is  often  mentioned  in  the  journals  of  navîga-, 
tors,  becaufe  it  belongs  to  feveral  feas.  It  is  more 
generally  known  to  our  feamen  by  the  name  of 
Mouton  du  Cap.  It  may  be  prefumed  that  this 
name  was  given  it,  becaufe  being  very  common  in 
the  South  Atlantic  Ocean  which  the  Euro- 
peans firft  frequented,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
being  the  moft  remarkable  point  of  this  fea,  and 
its  fheep  being  renowned  for  their  fize,  failors 
have  thought  proper  to  apply  the  name  of  Cape 
Sheep  to  the  largefl  bird  of  this  ocean,  which  is 
eafy  to  be  known  at  a  dillance  from  its  mafly 
corpulence.  If  we  content  ourfelves  with  this  ety- 
mology, it  mud  at  leafl  be  admitted  that  the  re- 
femblance  of  the  two  animals  is  not  ftriking. 

Surgeon  Roblet  has  furnifhed  us  with  the  fol* 
lowing  defcription  of  the  two  albatrofies  which 
were  taken  on  board  the  Solide  :  naturalifts  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  comparing  it  with  t'hofe 
given  by  various  authors. 

"  Of  the  two  albatrolTes  which  were  taken,  the 
extent  of  the  one  was  nine  feet,  and  that  of  the 
other,  nine  feet  four  inches  j  their  length  from  the 
tip  of  the  bill  to  that  of  the  tail,  was  three  feet. 
The  wings,  which  are  divided  like  thofe  of  other 
birds,  are  more  fleecy  and  more  covered  with  fea- 
thers :  they  have,  next  to  the  fix  quill-feathers 

which 
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which  form  the  tip  of  them,  feventy-two  other 
fmaller  feathers,  difpofed  in  three  rows,  which 
again  unite  to  the  body,  and  are  covered,  at  their 
origin,  by  fome  very  fmall  white  feathers.  The 
other  large  feathers  are  alfo  white  for  about  one 
third  of  their  length,  and  the  remainder  of  them 
is  black.  The  feet  have  the  form  of  thofe  of  the 
goofe  :  they  have  only  three  toes  united  by  a  brown 
membrane  ;  the  outer  toe  has  four  joints  ;  the 
middle  one,  three  ;  and  the  lafl  or  inner  toe,  two. 
The  head  is  eight  inches  and  a  half  in  length,  of 
which  the  bill  alone  occupies  five.  In  one  of  the 
individuals,  thefe  fame  parts  were  llightly  tinged 
with  a  pale  rofe  colour.  In  the  one,  whofe  plumage 
was  more  variegated  than  that  of  the  other,  the 
mandibles  were  of  a  beautiful  ivory  white,  to  within 
an  inch  and  a  'lalf  of  their  extremity,  and  the 
remainder  had  the  appearance  of  white  horn.  The 
upper  jaw  is  channelled  on  each  fide  at  about  an 
inch  and  a  half  from  its  root  ;  and  the  piece  which 
appears  detached  from  it  is  fix  lines,  exhibits  a 
volvulus  to  the  right  and  left,  and  forms  the  nof- 
trils  :  this  mandible  is  deprelTed  in  its  middle  in  a 
very  evident  manner,  and  rifes  again  at  its  extre- 
mity, where  is  inferted  the  fubftance  of  the  horn 
forming  the  hook  which  projeds  three  lines  be- 
yond the  under  mandible.  The  two  lateral  pieces 
of  the  upper  mandible  have  on  their  upper  edge  a 
fort  of  longitudinal  moulding,  and  on  the  pofl:erior 
part  of  the  under  edge,  is  feen  a  very  deep  groove, 
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intended  for  covering  an  equal  extent  of  the  under 
mandible,  which  is  compofed  of  three  pieces  of  the 
fame  nature  as  thofe  of  the  upper,  with  this  dif- 
ference, that  the  under  is  terminated  in  a  blunt 
point,  formed  of  a  fubftance  of  horn  or  nail,  of 
the  fame  nature  as  that  which  forms  the  hook  of 
the  upper  mandible.  The  tongue,  which  is  an 
inch  long,  is  upwards  of  eight  lines  in  breadth. 

"  The  larger  of  the  two  albatroffes,  which  had 
alfo  the  browneft  plumage,  weighed  feventeen  or 
eighteen  pounds  :  the  other,  which  was  a  female, 
weighed  fomething  lefs  ;  its  body,  above  and  be^ 
neath,  was  of  a  beautiful  white  ;  the  wings  were 
black  above,  and  white  beneath  ;  but  it  was  much 
more  thinly  provided  with  down  than  the  male  ; 
which  may  be  attributed  to  moulting  or  incubation. 
They  were  both  covered  with  infeélâ  of  the  fpe- 
cies  of  fowl's  lice,  but  of  a  more  elongated  form." 

The  defcription  of  the  birds  that  at  fea  attrad 
the  attention  of  the  navigator,  has,  for  a  few 
moments,  made  us  lofe  fight  of  the  voyage  of  the 
Solide,  which  had  jufl:  encountered  a  violent 
ftorm.  At  noon,  on  the  21  ft,  the  wind  had  loft 
a  confiderable  degree  of  its  ftrength  ;  but  the  ftiip 
continued  to  be  tofled  about  by  a  heavy  fea,  and 
rolled  fo  violently,  that  the  moft  experienced  fea- 
men  on  board  had  fome  difficulty  in  keeping  their 
feet.  Volunteer  Amêdêe  Chanal,  brother  to 
the  fécond  captain,  was  thrown  down,  and  in  one 
of  the  deepeft  rolls,  ftruck  his  head  againft  the 

deck, 
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deck,  m  fo  violent  a  manner,  that  he  was  taken 
up  ienfelefs  j  but  a  feafonable  bleeding  prevented 
this  accident  Irom  being  attended  with  any  dan- 
gerous confequences.  Without  lofs  of  time,  the 
people  were  employed  in  repairing  the  damages 
which  the  gale  had  occafioned  to  the  fhip's  hull 
and  rigging  ;  and  as  foon  as  the  wind  allowed  of 
making  fail,  as  much  canvafs  was  fpread  as  could 
be  carried  without  endangering  the  mafts. 

From  the  refult  of  the  lunar  obfervations  made 
on  the  24th  and  25  th,  and  from  the  daily  obfer- 
vations of  latitude,  it  was  thought  that,  in  the  in- 
terval from  the  19th  to  the  25th,  the  a6lion  of  the 
currents  had  been  almofl  imperceptible,  becaufe 
there  were  found  but  very  trifling  differences  be- 
tween the  vefTel's  progrefs  towards  the  northward 
and  weftward  deduced  from  the  obfervations,  and 
thofe  which  the  reckoning  had  indicated.  The 
fhip  had  failed  between  the  parallels  of  52''  30' 
and  46%  and  in  the  fpace  comprifed  between  93* 
and  96°  of  weft  longitude  *. 

It  had,  at  firft,  been  Captain  Marchandas 
intention  to  proceed,  dire6lly  and  without  touch- 
ing at  any  port,  from  the  Cape  de  Verd  Iflands 
to  the  NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  America  ;  and  the 
health  of  the  fhip's  company,  which  was  equal  to 
his  good  will,  and  had  not  been  impaired  by  the  fa- 
tigues experienced  during  the.  navigation  round 
the  auflral  land  of  America  and  Cape  Horn, 


*  ^"^^  Note  XXII. 

might. 
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might  render  poiTible  the  execution  of  the  pro- 
jet that  he  had  conceived,  to  perform,  all  in 
one  run  and  without  making  any  land,  a  paflage 
of  about  four  thoufand  leagues.     This  projed 
may  prefent  itfelf  under  a  feducing  afpedt,  be- 
caufe  it  exhibits  the  merit  of  having  overcome  a 
difficulty,  and  we  love  to  fpeak  of  a  difficulty 
which  we  have  found  means  to  furmount  ;  but  yet 
I  confefs  that  it  appears  to  me  to  be  attended  with 
no  other  advantage,  no  other  merit,  than  that  of 
prpcuring  a  very  moderate  faving  in  the  expenfe 
of  the  expedition  :  it  muft  alfo  be  calculated,  that, 
if  fatigues  too  much  prolonged,  bringing  in  their 
train  diforders  ahnoft  inevitable,  compel  a  com- 
mander, at  a  more  diftant  period,  to  make  long 
flays  in  port,  in  order  to  give  his  people  time  to 
recover  their  exhaufted  ftrength,  the  fuving  which 
he  had  in  view  'will  be  more  than  abforbed  by  the 
increafe  of  expenfe  occafioned  by  the  length  of 
thefe  compulfory  ftays  :  and  it  may  be  faid,  that, 
under  this  confideration,  the  intereft  of  the  owners 
well-underflood  goes  hand  in  hand  with  what  hu- 
manity  dictates.    I  am,  hovv^ever,  very  far  from 
approving  that,  without  neceffity,  a  fliip  fliould 
frequently  put  into  port  ;  but  thofe  flays  at  an- 
chor the  objedl  of  which  is  to  renew  the  flock  of 
tvater,  and  relieve  a  commander  from  the  fevere 
obligation  of  refufmg  it  to  a  man  thirfty  through 
heat  and  fatigue,  are  obligatory  flays,  and  more  fo 
when  they  can  be  made  without  lofmg  a  very  valu- 
able 
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able  time,  and  without  deviating  from  his  route. 
Unprofitable  flays  in  port  fhould  alone  be  profcrib" 
ed,  fuch  as  proceed  from  curiofity  or  indolence, 
and  which  can  no  longer  be  juflified,  at  the  prefent 
day,  by  the  fear  that  a  tedious  paffage  may  fpread 
the  germ  of  the  fcurvy  which  is  fuppofed  always 
likely  to  exifl  in  fome  of  the  individuals  who  com- 
pofe  a  fliip's  company  :  the  prefervatives  whofe 
ufe  is  known,  and  the  employment  of  which  we 
ought  to  wifli  to  fee  rendered  general  in  long  voy- 
ages, éan  at  this  time  afford  a  fufficient  fecurity  to 
a  navigator  not  to  give  way  to  fuch  an  inquietude. 
But  every  thing  has  its  limits,  beyond  which  the 
ufe  of  a  good  thing  may  degenerate  into  an  abufe; 
and  he  fliould  not  perfuade  himJelf  that,  becaufe  he 
has  laid  in  a  flock  of  antifcorbutics,  he  may  prolong 
his  runs  beyond  the  period  when  a  fcarcity  of 
water  and  a  too  long  privation  of  freih  provifions, 
and  of  land  air,  would  prevail  over  the  effedl  of  the 
fpecifics  employed  for  preventing  the  diforders 
which  more  particularly  arife  from  a  fea  diet. 

An  accident,  which  had  not  been  forefeen,  made 
the  Captain  of  the  Solide  relinquifh  every  idea  of 
a  run  without  touching  at  any  port  :  towards  the 
middle  of  May,  it  was  perceived  that  the  flock  of 
water  began  to  grow  putrid  in  the  cafks  ;  and  it 
foon  became  indifpenfable  to  think  of  the  means 
of  fupplying  its  place*.    Captain  Marchand 

being 

*  We  have  here  given  a  h'teral  tranfïation  of  the  text  of  the 
original  j  and,  in  fo  doing,  we  cannot  avoid  expreffing  our 

furprife 
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being  aware  of  the  neceflity  of  gaining  a  port  be- 
fore he  ftood  for  the  coaft  of  America,  decided 
in  favour  of  the  Marquesas  de  Mendoça,  fitu- 
ated  in  the  parallel  of  lo*'  fouth,  and  about  the 
141ft  meridian  weft  from  Paris.  The  fituation  of 
thefe  iflands  fuited  him  the  better,  as,  with  a  view 
of  avoiding  the  calms  which  are  frequently  met 
with  in  (haping  a  courfe  too  much  to  the  eaftward, 
he  had  intended  to  crofs  the  line  in  the  longitude 
of  142°  weft. 

The  currents  the  efFe£l  of  which  in  the  interval 
from  the  19th  to  the  25th  of  April,  had  been  little 
perceptible  on  the  fhip's  courfe,  began  again  to  ad 
with  tolerable  ftrength  from  the  latter  day  till  the 
9th  of  May,  and,  in  the  interval  of  thefe  fourteen 
days,  carried  her  thirty-one  or  thirty-two  leagues  a 
few  degrees  to  the  northward  of  eaft.  She  had 
failed  between  the  latitude  of  46'  and  30"  fouth, 
and  between  the  longitude  of  95°  46'  and  96^^  48' 
weft  from  Paris  f. 

From  the  9th  to  the  i2ih,  the  efFe6l  of  the  cur- 
rents flackened  ;  but  from  the  12th  to  the  27th, 
when  the  ftiip  had  pafled  from  the  latitude  of  28® 
30'  to  19®  30',  and  from  the  longitude  of  99°  to 
116°  30',  they  began  again  to  acl  with  frefh 

fiirprife,  that  Captain  Marchand  ftiould  exped  to  perform  fo 
long  a  voyage  without  experiencing  what  is  common  in  the 
frorteft  runs,  namely,  a  decompofition  of  the  frefti  water. — 
Tranjlator» 

t      Note  XXIII. 

ftrength. 
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ftrength,  at  the  fame  time  changing  their  diredion: 
in  this  fortnight,  they  drifted  the  velTel  eighty-feven 
leagues  and  a  half  to  the  weft-fouth-weft  half  weft, 
beyond  her  apparent  progrefs  ;  and  on  the  27th, 
the  longitude  by  account  was  near  two  degrees  and 
a  half  ajlern  of  that  which  had  been  determined 
by  obfervation,  although,  in  the  former  periods  of 
this  run,  there  had  occurred  great  compenfations 
m  the  errors. 

It  may  be  remarked  that,  from  the  9th  to  the 
27th  of  May,  when  the  Ihip  crofled  the  parallels 
comprehended  between  30''  and  ip''  30',  the  cur- 
rents fet  to  the  weflward,  bending  more  or  lefs  to- 
wards the  fouth,  at  the  rate  of  from  four  to 
eighteen  miles  in  twenty-four  hours  ;  and  it  will 
be  recolleded  ftiat  between  the  fame  parallels,  in 
the  South  Atlantic  Ocean,  the  fhip  had  expe- 
rienced an  equal  elFe£l  from  the  currents,  and  in  a 
fimilar  diredion. 

From  the  24th,  Captain  Marchand  had  fhaped 
his  courfe  for  the  Mendoça  Iflands.  It  is  well 
known  that  thefe  illands  were  difcovered  in  1595 
by  Mendana;  and  that  in  1774,  Captain  Cook 
vifited  them  and  determined  their  geographical 
iituation,  which  till  then  had  been  very  doubtful. 
From  the  obfervations  made  on  that  day  and  the 
preceding,  the  Solide,  to  repair  thither,  failed 
from  the  latitude  of  21''  54'  fouth,  and  the  longi- 
tude of  113'*  4x'  weft. 

May 
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From  the  place  where  fhe  was  on  the  24th  of 
May,  till  her  land-fall  on  the  Mendoça  Iflands, 
the  run  prefents  no  event  that  deviates  from  the 
common  routine  of  navigation  ;  and  the  nautical 
reader,  who  (hall  follow  the  progrefs  of  the  (hip 
day  by  day,  as  well  in  the  yournal  of  the  Route  as 
in  the  notes  on  the  errors  of  the  reckoning  and 
the  effect  of  the  currents,  will  there  find  every  thing 
that  can  merit  his  interefl  and  attention.  I  fliall 
only  fay  that^  on  the  19th  of  April,  a  few  days 
previous  to  the  period  when  Captain  Marchand 
fliaped  his  courfe  for  thefe  iflands,  there  had  been 
perceived  a  numerous  flight  of  gulls,  a  fpecies  of 
bird  which  is  accuilomed  to  make  its  appearance  in 
flocks  only  on  the  approach  of  land.  Their  flight 
was  directed  towards  the  fouth-weft  and  weft- 
fouth-weft  ;  and  it  might  be  prefumed  that  fome 
land  exifts  in  that  quarter.  The  fliip  had  then 
reached  the  latitude  of  40''  fouth,  and  the  longi- 
tude of  100°  30'  wed  from  the  meridian  of  Paris. 
In  fome  hydrographical  charts  is  laid  down,  in  lati- 
tude 38%  and  longitude  ic8°,  a  group  of  iflands 
which  are  faid  to  have  been  difcovered  in  1773  or 
1774  by  the  Spaniards;  but  the  general  chart  of 
Captain  Cook's  third  voyage,  confl:ru£led  by  Lieu- 
tenant Roberts,  as  well  as  the  l^^rge  maps  which 
theEnglifli  geographer  Arrowsmith  pubhflied  in 
1790  and  1794;  place  thefe  iflands  (on  what  au« 

VOL.  I.  D  thority 
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ihorîtyl  know  not)  in  the  latitude  of  32%  and  lon- 
gitude of  131"  weft  from  Paris  *. 

Several  times,  during  the  run,  there  had  been 
perceived  fome  of  thofe  fiflies  knov^n  by  the  name 
0Î  Flying'JiJhes^  which  are  to  be  met  with  in  every 
fea,  and,  for  the  moft  part,  belong  to  the  three 
genera  of  exocœtus^  trlgla^  and  gafterqfteus  f  ;  fuch 
as  the  common  flying-fifh  I,  the  firahehe%^  the 

*  On  confulting  Mr.  Arro'vufmithy  we  find  that  he  copied 
this  group  of  illands  into  his  maps  of  1790  and  1794»  from 
the  General  Chart  of  CooPs  third  voyage  ;  but  that  he  never 
had  an  opportunity  of  informing  himfelf  from  Captain  Ro- 
berts, who  is  now  dead,  from  what  authority  it  had  there 
found  a  place.  It  does  not  appear  that  fuch  a  group  has  yet 
teen  feen  by  any  navigator. — Tranjlator» 

f  Here,  in  the  original,  is  a  note  of  reference  to  the  word 
poiffon-'uolant  in  Bomarees  Dictionnaire  d^HjJîoire  Naturelle» 
Highly  as  we  refpeél  the  authority  of  Bomare,  we  muft  beg 
leave  to  obferve  that  he  has,  in  this  article,  confounded  the 
■pegafus,  which  belongs  to  the  Pifces  cart'ilaginei,  with  the  three 
genera  above-mentioned.  Indeed,  the  references  to  the  Syjlc- 
ma  Natura  of  Linn s  are  generally  made  in  a  very  incorrect 
manner  by  the  French  authors  ;  and,  from  this  circumftance, 
together  with  numerous  errors  in  the  work  itfelf,  it  often 
becomes  difficult  to  fpecify  the  animals  intended;  but  wc 
have  given,  in  the  text,  the  Enghfh  names  of  the  different  fpe- 
cies,  where  any  were  to  be  found  ;  and,  to  fave  our  reader* 
trouble,  we  fliall  now  fubjoin  the  fcientific  appellations  ap- 
plied to  them  by  various  ichthyologifts. 

\  Exoccetus  'volitans.  Linn. 

^  Pirabehe.  Pifon.  —  Exocœtus  evolans,  \Ann»^ Exoccetus  pin- 
nis  'ventralibus  IreviJJimis,  abdominis  carinis  mdlis.  Gronov.— 
Exoccetus  pinnis  pedoralibus  longi/fimis,  aaminaiis.  Brown. 
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pegafus*,  the  tub-fifli  f,  the  mihago  |,  and  particu- 
larly the  hirundo  pîfcîs  ||,  by  fome  called  the 
flying-gurnard.  It  is  well  known  that  thefe  fifhes, 
having  their  perioral  fins  better  fuited,  by  their 
ftrength  and  their  extent,  to  the  mechariifm  which 
flying  requires,  than  thofe  of  other  fifties,  they  caa 
raife  themfelves  above  the  water,  and  dart  into 
the  air  where  they  fiipport  themfelves  for  fome 
moments.  The  colour  and  fize  of  flying-fifties 
vary  according  to  the  fpecies.  The  hirundo  pifcis, 
which  is  the  mofl:  excellent  among  flying-fifties,  is 
frequently  of  the  fize  of  the  mackerel.  Their 
wings  are  nothing  more  than  fins  whofe  rays,  in 
fpreading  from  each  other,  remain  united  by  a 
flexible,  tranfparent,  and  glutinous  membrane, 
the  colour  and  the  fpots  of  which  are  as  diverfi- 
fied  as  the  fpecies  :  according  to  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  fl:ruck  by  the  rays  of  the  fun,  they 
appear  filvery,  at  the  time  when  the  fifti  is  mak- 
ing ufe  of  them  to  fly  :  in  the  water,  they  per^ 
form  the  office  of  fins  ;  and,  to  judge  of  it  from 
the  great  furface  and  the  length  of  the  oars, 
compared  to  the  fmallnefs  of  the  veflel,  the  fly- 

*  Pegafus.  Linn. 

\  Tr'igla  hirundo.  Linn.— -Tr/VA-z  cap'ite  aculeafo,  appendictlvs 
utrinque  trié  us,  ad  pinnas  pe  dor  ales.  Arted. 
^  Trigla  lucerna.  Linn. 

jj  Trigla  'volitans.  Linn. — Trigla  capitc  parum  aculeato,  pinnula 

fmgulari  ad  pinnas  pectorales.  Arted — Trigla  capite  quatuor  fpon- 

dylis  acîitis  armato»  '^rown,'^Tran/Iator^s  Note. 

«' 

D  2  inp*. 
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îng-fifh  muft  divide  the  water  with  great  velocity. 
The  opinion  of  navigators  is  that  the  faculty  of 
flying  or  of  detaching  itfelf  for  a  few  moments 
from  the  furface  of  the  water,  is  the  mean  afford- 
ed it  by  Nature,  to  elude  the  purfuit^of  the  large 
fifhes  which  are  incelfantly  threatening  to  devour 
it.  But  it  efcapes  from  one  kind  of  death,  only 
to  fly  to  another,  if,  as  fometimes  happens,  its 
flight  throws  it  into  a  fliip  ;  for  feamen,  who 
know  that  this  fifh  is  delicate  eating,  though  rather 
difficult  of  digeftion,  are  dexterous  in  catching  it  ; 
and  it  has  the  honour  merely  of  being  eaten  and 
relifhed  by  the  king  of  animals,  infl:ead  of  being 
greedily  fwallowed  by  fome  one  of  the  tyrants  of 
the  fea.  Thefe  are  not  the  only  dangers  to  which 
the  life  of  the  flying-fifhes  is  expofed  ;  birds  of 
the  large  fpecies  purfue  and  attack  them,  when 
they  prefent  themfelves  on  the  furface  of  the 
water  :  no  element  affords  them  a  refuge  againft: 
the  multitude  of  their  enemies  that  people  the  air^ 
the  land,  and  the  feas. 

Fly ing-fi flies  with  two  iv'mgs  are,  as  I  have  be- 
fore faid,  very  common,  and  feem  to  belong  to 
no  fea  in  particular  ;  but  on  the  i  oth  of  June,  about 
the  latitude  of  9°  30'  fouth,  and  longitude  of 
135°  wefl:,  there  was  perceived,  from  on  board 
the  Solide,  a  fifli  of  this  kind  which  appeared 
larger  than  thx>fe  that  are  met  with  in  other  lati- 
tudes, and  differs  effentially  from  the  former,  by 
its  having  four  wings  inftead  of  two  ^  and  thefe 
8  wings 
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wings  are  deeply  (haded  with  red.  Bougainville 
had  feen  fifhes  of  this  fame  fpecies  about  the  lati- 
tude of  15"  30'  fouth,  and  longitude  of  148°  30' 
eaft,  in  the  interval  of  the  Jhoals  which  he  difco- 
vered  in  this  parallel,  nearly  a  hundred  leag<ues  to 
the  fouthward  of  the  land  to  which  he  gave  the 
name  of  La  Louisiade  :  thofe  which  he  per- 
ceived were  black,  appeared  to  have  four  red 
winofs  :  and  their  fize  was  above  the  common  fize 
of  the  fifhes  with  two  wings  I  do  not  recollect 
that  any  other  navigators  have  mentioned  their 
having  met  with  flying-fiflies  with  four  wings  f . 

The  adion  of  the  currents  was  not  very  per- 
<:eptible  in  the  interval  from  the  27th  of  May  to 
the  8th  of  June  ;  but  from  the  8th  to  the  loth  of 
this  laft  month,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  tenth  pa- 
rallel and  between  the  longitude  of  131°  and 
136°,  the  fhip  was  drifted  out  of  her  apparent 
courfe  near  eighteen  leagues  to  the  weft  7**  30' 
fouth  ;  and,  keeping  ftill  in  the  fame  parallel, 
between  the  longitude  of  136''  and  140*^  30',  fhe 
was  carried,  from  the  loth  to  the  12th,  about 
twenty-three  leagues  to  the  wefl-fouth-weft  half 
weft. 

For  fome  days,  clouds  of  terns,  fea-fwallows, 
and  other  birds  of  the  fpecies  of  thofe  whofe  pre- 

*  See  Voyage  autour  du  Monde,  page  256  of  the  410  edition. 

f  Captain  Edwards,  in  the  Pandora  frigate,  alfo  met  with 
fome  of  thefe  flying  -fifhes  with  four  wings,  when  off  La  Loui- 
Jiade  in  1 7  9 1 . — Tranjlator, 

D  3  fence 
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fence  announces  the  vicinity  of  land,  were  hover- 
ing in  flocks  in  fight  of  the  Solide,  and  the  laft 
lunar  obfervations  indicated  that  the  day  of  the 
i2th  would  not  pafs  without  our  navigators  mak- 
ing the  Iflands  called  Las  Marquesas  de  Men- 
doça;  in  fafl,  they  got  fight  of  them  about  half 
pad  ten  o'clopk  in  the  morning. 

The  firft  ifland  which  they  difcovered  was  that  of 
La  Madalena  *,  the  mod  fouthern  of  the 
group.  At  noon,  it  bore  fouth-weft,  and  that  of 
San  Pedro,  fituated  to  the  northward  of  the  for- 
mer, bore  diredly  weft,  at  the  diftance  of  about 
fourteen  leagues, 

The  latitude  of  the  fhip,  which  was,  at  the 
fame  inftant,  deduced  from  the  meridian  altitude 
of  the  fun,  was  9°  59'  ;  and  this  is  exaflly  that 
which  the  obfervations  made  by  Captain  Cook, 
in  his  fécond  voyage,  have  given  to  the  Ifland  of 
San  Pedro  f ,  on  the  parallel  of  which  the  So- 
lide was  placed. 

It  will,  no  doubt,  be  ufeful  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  navigators,  to  relate  here  briefly  (and 
the  proofs  of  it  will  be  found  in  the  notes)  with 
what  precifion  Captain  Marchand,  from  his 
own  obfervations  and  thofe  of  Captain  Chanal, 

*  See  the  Sketch  of  the  Marquefas  de  Mendoga,  and  the 
plan  of  the  Bay  of  La  Madre  de  Dios,  in  CookU  Second J^oy  age  y 
Vol.  I.  page  305. 

f  See  The  original  Agronomical  Obfervations  made  in  a  Voyage 
ioivards  the  South  Pole,  &c.  by  W.  Wales,  page  323. 
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Hiade  the  land  of  the  Mendoça  Iflands,  after  a 
paflage  of  feventy-three  days,  from  the  time  of  his 
being  in  fight  of  Gape  San  Juan  on  Staten 
Land,  without  making  any  other  land,  and  only 
by  deriving  from  the  confiant  ufe  of  aflronomical 
obfervations,  all  the  fafety  of  his  courfe,  in  the 
midfl  of  a  fea  where  currents  a6l  in  directions,  and 
with  effecls,  which  difconcert  and  render  ufelefs  all 
the  means,  all  the  calculations,  all  the  ordinary 
methods  of  navigation. 

The  laft  obfervations  for  determining  the  longi- 
tude of  the  fhip  had  been  made  on  the  icth  of  June 
at  three  quarters  pafl  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon :  their  refult,  compared  with  that  of  other 
obfervations  made  on  the  preceding  days,  and  with 
the  refult  of  the  .dead  reclining,  had  fhewn  that, 
in  the  feas  where  the  fhip  had  failed,  and  at  the 
period  when  fhe  was  there,  the  currents  fet  to  the 
weft  ward,  or  the  fhip  was  ahead  of  the  reckoning, 
about  26  minutes,  or  twenty-five  miles  two- thirds 
in  twenty -  four  hours.  In  keeping  an  account  of 
this  overplus  of  the  real  progrefs  of  the  fliip  be- 
yond  her  apparent  progrefs,  it  was  found  that, 
on  the  1 2th,  at  noon,  when  the  Ifland  of  San 
Pedro  bore  weft,  diftant  fourteen  leagues,  the 
longitude  of  the  fhip  was  140°  15'  weft  from 
Paris,  But,  according  to  th^  obfervations  made 
m  the  fécond  voyage  of  Captain  Cook  the 

*  ^ee  the  preceding  Note. 
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longitude  of  the  fhip,  deduced  from  that  of  San 
Pedro,  ought  to  be  140^  29'  15''  :  the  error  then 
was  only  fourteen  minutes  and  a  quarter  ;  that  is 
to  fay,  that  the  true  fituation  of  the  Ihip  with  refped 
to  the  ifland,  was  ahead  of  that  in  which  flie  was 
fupppfed  to  be,  only  four  leagues  and  one  third  : 
and  the  iflands,  on  which  Captain  Marchand 
made  his  land-fall,  are  perceived  at  the  d^ftance  of 
eighteen  or  twenty  leagues.  It  is  even  probable 
that  if,  on  the  day  of  his  making  the  land,  the 
weather  had  been  fuitable  for  lunar  obfervations, 
the  error  would  have  been  lefs,  or  at  leafl  might 
have  been  fo  ;  for  he  was  obliged  to  fuppofe  that«> 
in  the  interval  from  the  i  oth  to  the  1 2th  the  ve- 
«  locity  a.nd  the  effed  of  the  currents  had  been  the 
fame  as  during  the  days  which  had  preceded  the 
obfervations  of  the  loth  ;  and  it  is  proved,  by  the 
error  difcovered  on  making  the  land,  that  this  ve- 
locity arid  this  effe£l  had  been  greater  than  thç 
preceding,  in  the  proportion  of  34rô  to  264-*. 

In  order  to  fliew  at  prefent  what  would  have 
been  the  error  in  longitude,  had  ignorance  compel- 
led Captain  Marchand  to  employ,  in  the  di- 
rection of  hi?  courfe,  only  the  common  methods, 
and  the  dark  routine  of  pilotage,  it  will  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  report  here,  in  a  lump,  the  difference^ 
of  the  refults  of  the  dead  reckoning,  compared, 

*  See  at  the  end  of  the  NoteSf  the  Table  of  the  eJeB  of  the 
Currents,  &c.  from  the  8  th  to  the  I  oth,  and  from  the  loth  tp 
the  12th  of  June  1791. 

ia 
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in  the  courfe  of  the  paffage,  with  thofe  which 
were  deduced  from  obfervation.  The  fum  of  the 
partial  errors  of  the  reckoning  towards  the  eaft, 
qr  ajiern  of  the  Ihip,  was  8""  41'  ;  that  of  the  par- 
tial errors  towards  the  weft,  or  ahead  of  her,  was 
4°  13'  :  therefore  the  fum  of  the  errors  in  either  di- 
rection, after  a  voyage  which  empioyed  only 
feventy-three  days,  approaches  the  fum  of  13''.  It 
is  true  that  thé  relative  error,  with  which  the,  dead 
reckoning  was  affecied  at  the  period  of  making  the 
land,  was  only  4''  28',  that  is  to  fay,  two  hundred 
and  fixty-two  miles,  or  eighty-feven  leagues,  ajiern 
of  the  true  fituation  of  the  fliip  ;  but  th*  3  is  owing 
to  the  effed  of  the  compenfations  which  took 
place  in  the  beginning  of  the  run  ;  and  who 
can  warrant  the  navigator  that  compenfations  will 
always  happen  ?  An  error  afiern  of  the  Ihip  is 
always  dangerous,  becaufe,  in  the  fecurity  with 
which  a  navigator  muft  be  infpired  by  fuppofnig 
the  land  at  a  great  diftance,  he  purfues  his  courfe 
without  due  precaution,  without  being  on  his 
guard  againfl:  an  accident  which  he  thinks  he  has 
no  reafon  to  dread.  To  this  firll:  danger,  com- 
mon in  all  latitudes,  is  added  a  fécond,  peculiar 
to  the  region  of  the  trade-winds,  which,  in  truth, 
does  not  involve  the  fafety  of  the  fhip,  but  may  oc- 
cafion  a  delay  very  prejudicial  to  the  fuccefs  of  an 
expedition  ^  it  is  that  of  finding  himfelf^  when 

f  See  Note  XXlXo 

he 
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lie  cornes  from  the  eaflvvard,  to  leeward  of  the 
illands  at  which  he  intends  to  touch,  and  of 
feeing  himfelf,  if  he  wiflies  to  regain  them,  forced 
to  confume,  in  repairing  his  fault,  a  time  which 
might  have  been  more  ufefully  employed. 

Captain  Marchand,  certain  of  his  fituation 
by  the  fight  of  the  land,  fleered  for  the  Ifland 
of  San  Pedro  which,  as  has  been  obferved,  bore 
diredly  well  of  him  :  he  foon  perceived  Domi- 
nica and  Santa  Christina  ;  and,  in  the  after- 
noon, he  difcovered,  twelve  leagues  to  the  norths 
-weft  one  quarter  north,  Hqod's  Ifland,  the  moft 
northern  of  the  group. 

In  doubling  the  fouth  end  of  the  Ifland  of  San^ 
Pedro,  the  water  fuddenly  fhoaled  to  twelve  fa- 
thoms *,  rocky  ground  ;  till  that  moment,  no 
bottom  had  been  found  with  a  line  of  thirty  fa- 
thoms. Captain  Marchand,  in  order  to  in- 
creafe  his  diftance  from  the  land,  immediately 
hauled  his  wind  to  the  fouthward,  and  ftanding 
in  that  diredion,  the  foundings  varied  from  ten  to 
eighteen  fathoms,  over  a  bottom  of  the  fame 
quality.  At  three  quarters  paft  eleven  o'clock 
at  night,  he  was  three  leagues  and  two-thirds 
from  the  Ifland  of  San  Pedro,  when  the  water 

*  It  is  to  be  obferved  that  in  the  French  Marine,  a  fathori^ 
confifts  of  no  more  than  five  Paris  feet  ;  a  Paris  foot  is  12,789 
Englifli  inches  ;  but,  fmce  the  adoption  of  the  new  Frencîi 
meafures,  the  term  7netre  is  fubftituted  to  that  of  hrajfe.  The 
mder  is  to  the  French  fathom^  as  i  ,624  to  i .  ~  Tranjlator, 
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deepened  to  twenty  fathoms  :  the  foundings  gra- 
dually increafed  to  twenty-fix  fathoms,  with  flil! 
rocky  ground  ;  and  at  a  quarter  pafl  midnight,  a 
line  of  thirty  fathoms  would  not  reach  the  bot- 
tom. He  then  flood  again  to  the  w^eflward  ;  and 
s.t  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  he  had  no  found- 
ings at  fixty  fathoms.  Captain  Cook,  who  came 
from  the  north-eaft:  when  he  fell  in  with  the  Mln- 
poçA  Iflands,  having  palTed  to  the  northward  of  the 
Ifland  of  S  AN  Pedro,  and  entered  into  thechannei 
which  feparates  Dominica  from  Santa  Chris- 
tina, could  not  have  met  with  the  reef  of 
rocks  over  which  the  Solide  pafTed  ;  and  the 
accounts  of  Mendana's  voyage  do  not  mention 
that  the  latter  had  any  knowledge  of  it.  Captain 
Chanal  is  of  opinion  that  this  fhoal  begins  at  the 
Ifland  of  San  Pedro  itfelf,  that  it.  runs  to  the 
fouth-fouth-eaft,  and  perhaps  extends  with  a  va- 
riable depth  of  water,  even  as  far  as  the  Ifland  of 
La  Madalena. 

Captain  Marchand's  intention  was  to  put  into 
Mendana^'s  Bay  of  La  Madre  de  Dios,  where 
Captain  Co:;K  anchored  in  1774,  when  he  made 
the  Mendoça  Iflands  a  fécond  time,  and  which 
affords  a  better  anchorage  and  more  flielter  than 
two  other  bays  fituated,  like  the  firfl,  on  the 
wefl:  coafl  of  Santa  Christina,  but  a  little 
more  to  the  foqthward. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th,  Captain  Chanal 
was  detached  in  a  boat  in  order  to  examine  the 

coafl. 
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coaft,  and  find  out  the  entrance  of  La  Madre  de 
Dios  ;  he  foon  difcovered  it,  and  made  the  fignal 
for  it  to  the  (hip.  While  he  was  employed  in 
founding  it,  feveral  natives,  who  had  left  the  north 
cove,  fom.e  in  canoes,  others  fwimming,  manifefled. 
by  their  mirthful  Tinging,  the  pieafure  which  they 
felt  at  the  arrival  of  the  Grangers.  He  remarked 
a  large  double  canoe,  carrying  eighteen  or  twenty 
jnen,  among  whom  two  or  three  perfons,  vjho 
îippeared  of  more  confequence  than  the  left,  al- 
though they  were  dilLinguifhed  by  no  particular 
ornameni:,  blew  a  conch*,  while  the  refl  of  the 
party  fang  and  beat  time,  either  by  clapping  their 
hands,  or  by  ftriking  the  palm  of  the  right  hand 
on  the  elbow  of  the  left  arm  which  was  croffed  over 
the  breaft.  They  foon  (hewed  that  they  knew  what 
want  had  brought  the  ftrangers  into  their  bay  ;  they 
pointed,  on  one  fide,  to  the  rivulet  which  empties 
itfelf  into  the  north  cove,  and  on  the  other,  to  the 
fpring  w^hich  iffues  from  the  rock  fituated  between 
the  two  coves  :  fome  of  them  even  brought  frefh 
water  in  calabalhes.  Several  w^omen  and  young 
girls,  grouped  on  the  fhore,  embeUiilied  the  fcene  ; 
and  the  men  w^ho  furrounded  the  boat  informed 
our  failors,  by  figns  which  were  by  no  means  equi* 
vocal,  that  the  ladies  were  at  their  fervice  ;  while 

♦  This  conch  nearly  refembles  the  S  trombus  lamhts,  which, 
according  to  Father  Lahat,  is  a  fpecies  of  fnail  of  the  feas  of 
America,  that  is  fold  very  dear  in  that  country,  becaufe  it  ferves 
as  a  hunting  horn  to  feveral  favage  nations. 
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the  belles  themfelves,  by  exprefllve  looks  and  at- 
tractive geftures,  that  language  of  all  countries, 
confirmed  with  eagernefs  the  offer  which  the  men 
made  of  their  perfons. 

Captain  Cfianal  didributed  to  fuch  of  the  na- 
tives as  were  following  the  boat,  fome  of  thofe  co- 
loured glafs-beads,  of  which  the  illanders  are  fo- 
defirous  for  the  purpofe  of  adorning  themfeives  ; 
and  the  latter,  in  return,  offered  him  cocoa-nuts, 
bread-fruit,  and  fifh,  which  vvcre  paid  for  in  nails. 
The  traffic  was  carried  on  honeflly  and  fairly  ;  and 
for  this  once,  without  the  precedent  being  obferved 
in  the  fequel,  the  natives  made  no  attempt  to  pilfer 
what  was  not  offered  them.  They  had  hoped  that 
the  boat's  crew  would  land;  and  when .  they  faw 
their  expeâ:ation  was  not  accomplifhed,  they  ex- 
prefTed  their  diflatisfaClion  :  but  as  foon  as  they 
were  given  to  underfland  that  the  ihip  was  going 
to  be  brought  into  the  bay,  the  burfi:  of  their  joy, 
which  was  manifefled  anew,  was  an  aflurance  that 
our  navigators  might  rely  on  their  peaceable  and 
friendly  difpofition. 

The  Solide  had  not  yet  reached  the  bay,  when 
a  flotilla  of  canoes,  loaded  with  natives  of  both 
fexes,  fome  from  La  Madre  deDios,  others  from 
bays  more  to  the  fouthward,  fome  even  from  the 
Ifland  of  Dominica,  whence  the  fliip  had  been 
perceived,  haftened  vv^ith  all  fpeed  to  meet  her. 
One  of  their  old  m.en,  after  having  pronounced  an 
harangue  which,  as  may  well  be  imagined,  was  un- 
der flood 
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derftood  by  no  one,  tied  to  the  main  rigging  a  piece 
of  white  cloth  ;  it  was  the  olive  branch  :  they  then 
vied  with  each  other  in  crying  "  Tayo/  Tayo/*' 
(friend  !  friend  Î)  and  the  crew  of  the  Solide  re- 
peated in  chorus  "  Tayo!  Tayo  l^^  Captain  Mar- 
chand caufed  to  be  diftributed  to  the  iflanderss 
feme  European  toys,  among  which  lookirig-glafTes 
appeared  principally  to  fix  their  attention,  and  excite 
their  aftonifliment,  as  if  they  had  never  feen  any 
before  ;  however,  it  is  probable  that  they  had  re- 
ceived fome  from  Captain  Cook,  and  perhaps  at  a 
more  remote  period  from  Mendana  ;  and  if,  as 
maybe  fuppofed,  time  had  effaced  the  recolledion 
of  the  vifit  of  the  Spaniards,  that  of  the  Englifh  was 
too  recent  for  fome  trâce  of  it  not  to  be  left  in 
their  memory.  The  crowd  of  them  foon  in- 
creafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  it  was  no  longer 
polfible  to  work  the  fhip  :  they  were  folicited  to 
return  to  their  canoes  ;  to  this  they  confented 
\iith  a  good  grace  -,  and  the  fun  had  no  fooner 
defcended  belovv  the  horizon,  than  they  fe£ 
off  to  regain  refpe6lively  their  iflands,  according 
to  the  general  cuflom  of  the  illanders  of  the 
Great  Ocean,  whom  the  fight,  even  of  an  ob- 
jed  fo  extraordinary  to  them  as  an  European  fhip, 
cannot  indtfce  to  remain  during  the  night  at  a 
diftance  from  their  habitations. 

Surgeon  Roblet  remarked,  during  the  So- 
lide's  fiay  in  the  Bay  of  La  Madre  de  Dios, 
that,  among  the  canoes  of  different  iflands  which 

came 
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came  to  trafEc  with  the  fliip,  and  each  of  which 
returned,  every  evening,  to  its  refpedive  ifland, 
one  or  two  always  direfted  their  courfe  towards 
a  point  of  the  horizon  where  hitherto  navigators 
know  of  no  land. 

The  wind  was  very  faint  during  the  day  of  the 
i3th,  and  fo  variable,  that  the  iliip  could  not 
reach  the  anchorage  before  niight  :  the  currents  fet 
a  Httle  to  the  weftward  ;  and  Captain  Mar- 
chand, to  preferve  his  fituation,  worked  to  wind- 
ward between  Santa  Christina  and  La  DoMi=i 
NIC  A.  The  next  morning,  the  14th,  with  a 
fteady  breeze  from  the  north-north-eafl:,  hd 
crowded  fail  for  the  Bay  of  La  Madre  de  Dios; 
and  at  eight  o'clock  the  Solide  came  to  an  an- 
chor there  in  thirty  fathoms  water,  over  an  excel- 
lent bottom. 

Scarcely  had  the  fhip  made  her  appearance  at 
the  opening  of  the  bay,  when  fhe  was  at  once 
furrounded  by  upwards  of  five  hundred  natives, 
in  canoes  :  their  number,  which  was  increafing 
every  moment  from  the  arrival  of  thofe  who  came 
from  La  Dominica,  might  have  occafioned  fome 
alarm  ;  but  their  difpofitions  did  not  appear  hoflile  ; 
they  wifhed  only  to  traffic  ;  they  brought  fruits, 
and  offered  their  women.  ^Captain  Marchand 
refufed,  for  the  moment,  to  admit  them  011 
board  ;  he  kept  them  in  their  canoes  till  the  velTel 
was  brought  to  an  anchor.  In  the  mean  time  he 
gave  orders  for  their  being  watched,  to  prevent 

them 
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them  from  concealing  any  thing  that  they  might 
take  away  :  it  is  not  pofTible  to  imagine  with  what 
dexterity,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  and  without 
any  other  tool  than  their  fingers,  they  contrived  to 
detach  from  the  fliip  pieces  of  iron  or  copper,  for 
the  ioofening  of  which  an  European  would  have 
been  obliged  to  employ  an  inftrument*  But,  as 
the  thefts  were  increafing,  he  judged  that  it  was 
prudent  to  counterad  in  time  every  enterprife  of 
this  kind;  and,  with  a  view  of  frightening  or  inti- 
midating the  iflanders,  he  ordered  a  one  pounder 
to  be  fired  with  powder.  The  explofion  neither 
appeared  to  alarm,  nor  even  to  aftonifh  them^ 
but  thinking  that  it  v^as  meant  only  to  keep  them 
from  alongfide,  they  began  to  grow  infolent,  and 
committed  feveral  thefts  with  more  audacity  thaa 
they  had  hitherto  manifeded.  A  fliot  from  a  four 
pounder,  which  w^as  made  to  whiz  over  their 
heads,  and  which  w^as  direfted  againft  the  rocks 
of  the  coail:,  feemed,  however,  to  infpire  them 
with  fome  terror,  and,  for  a  few  moments,  fuf- 
pended  every  movemen^  on  their  part.  But  pre- 
fently,  having  recovered  from  their  fright,  they 
threw  on  board  cocoa-nut  fhells,  bread-fruit,  and 
flicks,  by  which  fome  perfons  belonging  to  the 
crew  were  hurt  :  they  brandifhed  their  lances  and 
ftruck  the  point  of  them  againd  the  ûnp,  as  a . 
defiance  for  battle  :  fome  endeavoured  to  remove 
the  leaden  pump  affixed  to  the  ftem  :  others  car- 
ried 
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rîed  their  boldnefs  fo  far  as  to  attempt  to  fnatch 
away  a  mu&et  from  one  of  the  men  who  were 
charged  with  the  defence  of  the  boats  which  had 
been  hoifled  out.  It  was  remarked  that  the  moft 
turbulent  and  moft  adive  were  thofe  in  the  canoes 
which  had  come  from  La  Dominica  ;  the  natives 
of  Santa  Christina  did  not  oppofe  thefe  ex- 
celTes  ;  but  they  did  not  appear  to  take  part  in 
them  A  commander  lefs  prudent  and  lefs  hu- 
mane than  Captain  Marchand,  would  perhaps 
have  thought  that  it  was  becoming  the  dignity  of 
an  European,  in  order  to  punifh  audacity  and 
avenge  infult,  to  make  ufe  of  the  fuperiority  of  his 
arms  :  confidering  them  only  as  children  who 
wiflied  to  fight  with  men,  he  contented  himfelf  with 
caufmg  all  the  fhip's  company  to  appear  armed, 
and  merely  ordered  two  mufkets  to  be  fired  over 
the  head  of  the  moft  audacious,  but  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner that  they  could  hear  the  whizzing  of  the  ball, 
and  yet  that  none  of  them  fhould  be  hurt.  This 
difplay  of  war,  thefe  firft  reports  of  a  weapon  w^ith 
the  irrefiftible  power  of  which  the  Europeans  had 
already  made  them  acquainted,  proved  to  them 
that  it  was  refolved  to  check  them  by  force  ;  and 
this  threat,  without  effufion  of  blood,  was  fufficient 
for  re-eftablifhing  order  and  harmony*  The  crew 
had  merely  to  take  precautions  againft  petty  thefts; 
but  when  the  article  ftolen  was  claimed,  the  thief 
reftored  it  without  refiftance,  often  even  laughing. 


*  Obfervations  of  Rollet, 

VOL.  I.  fi 
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as  if  the  theft  had  feemed  to  him  only  a  waggiffi 
trick. 

As  foon  as  the  fafety  of  the  fhip  was  provided  for, 
and  fhe  was  fecurely  moored,  permilîion  was  given 
to  the  iflanders  to  come  on  board  ;  and  the  traffic 
began.  By  this  means  there  was  procured  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  cocoa-nuts,  plantains,  bread- 
fruit, and  fifli,  as  well  as  various  httle  articles 
and  implements,  together  with  arms,  cloths,  and 
ornaments  in  ufe  among  the  natives. 

But  while  this  traffic  for  provifions  occupied  the 
captain  and  the  officers,  a  contraband  trade  was 
introduced  on  board.  Perhaps,  for  the  honour 
of  the  navigators  whom  Europe  fends  into  thefe 
diftant  countries,  we  ought  to  fupprefs  the  account 
of  certain  incidents  of  their  voyages,  over  which 
the  philofopher  mourns,  and  from  which  he  would 
wifh  to  turn  away  his  eyes  :  but  hiflory  feizes  on 
them  J  to  her  belong  the  weaknefles  of  human  na- 
ture ;  ftie  mufl:  paint  man  with  his  vices  and  his 
virtues  ;  and  if  fhe  were  defirous  of  prefenting 
none  of  his  inclinations  and  -actions  but  fuch  as 
deferve  praife,  fhe  would  frequently  be  reduced 
to  filence. 

Among  the  iflanders  brought  by  the  canoes  from 
Santa  Christina  and  La  Dominica,  was  a 
pretty  confiderable  number  of  women  and  young 
girls  :  the  greater  part  were  remarkable  for  their 
youth  and  beauty.  Their  looks,  their  geftures 
and  repeated  allurements,  left  no  doubt  of  the 

motive 
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motive  of  their  vifit  5  and  the  men  who  accompa- 
nied them,  vied  with  each  other  in  their  eagernefs 
to  ferve  them  as  interpreters,  and  to  make  a  ten- 
der of  them  to  their  entertainers.  The  ladies  were 
admitted  on  board,  and  were  welcomed  by  fome 
young  feamen  of  the  fouthern  provinces  of  France, 
whofe  fenfes  fix  months  of  fatigues  had  not  been 
able  to  deaden.  At  firfl:  fight,  negotiations  were 
begun  ;  and  the  contracting  parties  not  oppofing 
to  each  other  any  dilatory  or  evafive  claufes,  they 
prefently  flew  down  between  decks  to  conclude 

the  treaty  Let  us  throw  a  thick  veil  over 

what  is  pafîing.  I  fhall  only  fay  that,  on  the  ap- 
proach of  night,  the  young  Mendoça  belles  were 
feen  to  re-appear  on  deck,  loaded  with  nails,  fmall 
looking-glafles,  little  knives,  coloured  glafs-beads, 
ribbands,  bits  of  cloth,  and  other  produâ;ions  of 
our  arts,  which  they  had  bartered  for  the  only 
commercial  article  that  they  had  at  their  difpofal. 
Often,  in  the  fequel,  they  introduced  lefs  myftery 
into  their  traffic  ;  they  have  been  feen,  without  any 
other  clothing  than  that  of  nature,  to  climb  to  the 
maftheadby  the  ratlings,  with  an  agility  which  the 
young  failors,  who  haftened  to  follow  them,  could 
fcarcely  equal  ;  and,  more  than  once,  the  tarry 
top  *  was  transformed  into  a  temple  of  Gnidus, 

•  A  top  is  a  fort  of  platform,  furrounding  the  lower  maft* 
head,  from  which  it  projedls  on  all  fides,  like  a  fort  of  fcaffold. 
The  principal  intention  of  the  top  is  to  extend  the  topmaft 
fhrouds,  fo  as  to  form  a  greater  angle  with  the  maft,  and 
thereby  give  additional  fupport  to  the  latter.  —  Tranjlator, 

JB.  2  At 
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Ai  Other  times,  when  their  too  great  numbers 
embarraffed  the  interior  duty  of  the  (hip,  or  when 
their  flay  on  board  being  too  much  protraded,  they 
were  compelled  to  withdraw,  they  jumped  over- 
board from  the  gangway,  and  fwam,  vying  with  the 
fharks  in  (kill  and  agility  ;  but,  like  real  Syrens, 
they  did  not  go  away  from  the  (hip;  they  performed 
a  thoufand  evolutions  in  fight  of  her,  fliewing  them- 
felves  under  every  form  ;  and  perceiving,  without 
difficulty,  that  this  manoeuvring  infinitely  delighted 
our  feamen,  they  willingly  confented  to  favour 
them  with  feveral  reprefentations  of  that  nature  : 
this  was  giving  them  earneft  for  the  next  day  ; 
this  was  realizing  under  their  eyes  that  charming 
pidlure  of  the  birth  of  Venus,  where  the  pencil  of 
Boucher  has  reprefented  the  young  Nereïds  fport- 
ing  on  the  waves  round  the  conch  which  bears 
the  goddefs.  And  what  could  not  the  art  of  thefe 
Syrens  effect  on  the  young  feaman  who  is  not  an 
Ulysses  ! 

After  every  precaution  had  been  taken  on  board 
againfl  a  furpriie,  for  which  it  is  aKvays  prudent 
to  be  prepared,  on  the  part  of  the  iilanders  of  the 
Great  Ocean,  even  of  thofe  of  whom  it  fhould 
feem  that  lefs  miflrufl  is  to  be  entertained.  Cap- 
tains MarcHx'\nd  and  Chanal,  with  a  detach- 
ment of  eight  men  armed,  went  on  fliore»  A 
multitude  of  iflanders,  of  both  fexes,  who  were 
afTembled  on  the  beach  of  the  north  cove,  where 
the  boat  landed,  received  them  with  every  demon- 

flratioa 
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ftration  of  joy.  An  old  man,  whom  they  pre- 
fumed  to  be  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  diftridt,  very 
gravely  and  repeatedly  rubbed  his  nofe  againft 
theirs  ;  and  it  is  well  known  that,  among  fome  of 
the  tribes  in  the  iflands  fituated  in  the  Great 
Ocean,  this  fign  of  good-will,  which  at  firfl  ap- 
pears to  us  extraordinary,  and  which,  however,  is 
only  the  diminutive  of  applying  one's  cheek  againft 
that  of  another  perfon,  is  the  fign  employed  to 
falute  thofe  who  are  acknowledged  as  friends  5  it 
is  the  fraternal  embrace. 

After  this  firfl  reception,  which  announced  the 
mod  friendly  difpofitions,  the  natives  who  forefaw 
the  want  of  the  flrangers  and  the  objed  of  their 
vifit,  haftened  to  point  out  to  them  the  rivulet 
which  runs  in  the  north  valley,  whofe  water  is  ex- 
cellent, and  the  accefs  to  it  from  the  fea  remark- 
ably eafy.    They  afterwards  conduced  them  to 
an  area  enclofed  by  ftone-walls  four  or  five  feet 
in  height.    A  few  men  only,  no  doubt  of  a  fupe- 
rior  ciafs,  were  admitted  into  this  enclofure  :  the 
women  were  excluded  from  it,   and  remained 
without  with" the  crowd.    The  firangers  were  in- 
vited to  fit  down  under  a  large  tree,  the  foliage  of 
which  fhaded  the  enclofure,  and  prote£led  it  from 
the  heat  of  the  fun  :  the  natives  then  prefented 
to  them  a  man  of  low  flature,  of  a  very  advanced 
age,  to  whom  they  gave  the  title  of  Ot'oouh,  which 
was  thought  hkely  to  be  that  of  king  or  chief, 
becaufe  the  iflanders,  who  had  at  firfl  difcovered 
E  3  that 
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that  Captain  Marchand  was  the  commander  or 
the  chief  of  the  ftrangers,  alike  applied  to  him, 
the  name  of  Otooub.    This  little  old  man  had  a 
very  wretched  look;  and,  far  from  having  that 
alTurance  which  authority  gives,  he  was  all  in  a 
tremor  :  he  was  diflinguifhed  by  no  ornament  ; 
and  our  navigators  could  not  be  perfuaded  that 
fo  pitiful  a  being  could  be  the  chief  of  the  diftrid. 
However,  Captain  Marchand  offered  him  fome 
prefents  which  he  accepted.     Then  the  natives 
about  him,  his  Minifters  perhaps  caufed  him  to  fit 
down  between  the  two  French  captains  ;  prefently 
four  hogs  were  fucceffively  brought  ;  and  each  of 
thofe  who  carried  one,  after  having  pronounced 
a  harangue,  depofited  his  offering  at  the  feet  of 
the  ftrangers.    Nails,  looking-glaffes,  and  glafs- 
beads,  were  diftributed  to  each  of  the  orators  ; 
and  here  the  ceremony  concluded.     The  French 
returned  to  the  beach,  ftill  followed  by  a  numerous 
crowd,  compofed  of  individuals  of  both  fexes,  fmg- 
îng  and  inceffantly  repeating,      Tayo/  Tayo 
The  Tayosy  Tayos  as  they  were,  found  means  to 
Real   Captain  Marchandas   handkerchief  and 
fnuff-box  ;  but  as  he  did  not  wifh  to  diilurb  the 
joy  of  this  day,  he  feemed  not  to  have  perceived 
his  lofs.    We  may  be  confirmed  in  the  opinion 
that,  if  theft,  among  the  nations  diffeminated ''n  the 
iflands  fituated  in  the  Great  Ocean  between  the 
tropics,  be  the  effed  of  an  irrefiftible  paffion,  a  fort 
of  want  of  nature,  excited  by  the  fight  of  new 

objeds. 
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objects,  they  feeni  to  attach  no  importance  to  this 
adion  ;  for  the  natives  of  La  Madre  de  Dios 
were  feen  to  wear  hanging  to  their  neck,  in  pre- 
fence  of  the  French^  the  articles  which  they  had 
ftolen  from  them  the  day  before,  or  even  that  very 
morning. 

I  obferve  that  neither  Captain  Cook,  nor  MefT. 
Foster,  in  the  accounts  which  they  have  fepa- 
rately  given  of  the  Ifland  of  Santa  Christina, 
make  mention  either  of  this  enclofure  walled  in  with 
ftone,  or  of  this  ceremony  of  reception,  reported  by 
Captain  Chanal  :  perhaps,  the  edifice  has  been 
conftruded  in  the  interval  of  the  feventeen  years 
which  have  elapfed  between  the  voyage  of  the 
Englifh  and  that  of  the  French. 

I  obferve  too,  that  neither  of  them  have  fpoken 
of  a  fort  of  temple  that  Figueroa,  in  his  account 
of  Mendana's  voyage,  in  1595,  calls  Oraculo^ 
(oracle,  oratory,  temple,)  which,  at  that  period, 
ftood  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  habitations  of 
the  north  cove,  where  the  (hips  of  the  three 
nations  lay.  Two  centuries  may  have  fufficed  for 
the  dellruction  of  this  monument  :  but  they  have 
not  afFeded  the  defcription  which  Figue ro a  has 
given  of  it  from  the  report  of  Quiros,  firfl  pilot 
to  Mendana,  and  which  he  has  preferved  to  us 
in  his  Hyiory  of  the  noble  Deeds  c/D,  Garcia  de 
Mi-HDOQAy  fourth  Marquis  of  Canete 

'  See  Htchosje  Don  Ganla  Hurtado  de  lilaidoça,  r^uarlo 
Marques  dé  Candc.  For  eJ  Dr  Chrlflonaï  Suare%  de  Figueroa, 
En  Madrid,  en  la  Imprenta  ReaJy  ano'\6iq^.    dJo,  p,  245. 
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"  Not  far  from  the  hamlet,"  fays  he,  "  is  an 
^racitloy  furrounded  by  a  pallifade  which  leaves  an 
opening  on  the  weftern  fide;  and,  in  the  middle 
of  this  enclofure,  ftands  a  houfe  whofe  entrance 
faces  the  north.  In  it  we  faw  fome  wooden  figures 
rudely  carved,  before  which  various  eatables 
were  placed  in  the  manner  of  an  offering  :  we 
particularly  remarked  a  dead  hog  of  which  the 
Spaniards  took  pofleffion  ;  and  as  they  v/ere  pre- 
paring to  fall  on  the  other  provifions,  the  natives 
flopped  them,  at  the  fame  time  giving  them  to 
underftand  that  this  place  and  every  thing  it  con- 
tained, were  obje£ls  of  their  veneration." 

I  fhould  be  almofl  inclined  to  think  that  this 
oraculo  of  which  Figueroa  gives  a  defcription, 
was  the  burial-place  of  fome  chief  of  the  country,  a 
Moral  *,  in  the  language  of  the  iflanders  of  the 
tropics.  The  cuftoni  of  placing  provifions  near  the 
dead,  to  anticipate  wants  which  they  cannot  have, 
has  been  almofl  univerfal,  as  it  is  of  great  antiquity 
and  in  our  Europe,  fo  civilized,  among  nations 
even  where  reafon  more  advanced,  and  philofophy, 
have  foonefl:  done  away  ancient  prejudices,  do  we 
not  fee,  in  the  eighteenth  century,  a  table  ferved 
fumptuoufly  in  the  blazing  chapel  where,  re- 
prefenting  life,  and,  as  it  were,  furviving  them- 
felves,  princes,  "embalmed  and  cFothed  with  the 
marks  of  power,  lie  llretched  out  on  their  beds  of 
ftate  ? 

*  Moral,  according  to  the  orthography  of  ;  Mara)\ 
according  to  that  of  G,  i^urfier» 

Captain 
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Captain  Marchand  had  employed  the  day  of 
the  14th  in  acquiring  fome  general  notions  of  the 
country,  and  in  making  acquaintance  v.irh  his 
hofls.  On  the  15th,  very  early  in  the  morning, 
the  4iatives  of  both  fexes  came  in  crowds  to  the 
fliip,  and  traffic  was  refumed  :  the  men  were  not 
allowed  to  come  on  board  y  the  women  only  were 
admitted  ;  and  they  behaved  very  honeftly,  it  is 
faid  in  the  Journal  ;  for  they  did  not  pilfer. 

The  long-boat  was  manned  in  order  to  go  to  the 
watering-place,  and  fill  the  empty  cailvS  under  the 
proteftion  of  a  detachment  of  eight  men  :  Captain 
Chanal,  who  commanded  her,  was  accompanied 
by  Lieutenants  Infernet  and  Louis  Mar- 
chand, the  Captain's  brother.  The  natives  were 
eager  to  affift  the  French  in  this  fervice,  and  re- 
ferved  for  themlelves  the  moft  laborious  part  of 
the  duty.  The  concourfe  of  fpedators,  attra6led 
by  curiofity,  fometimes  incomm^oded  the  waterers  5 
but,  on  the  fmalleft  fign  that  was  made  to  them, 
they  drew  back  without  manifefling  any  ill-hu- 
mour. An  accident  had  like  to  have  dillurbed 
this  good  underftanding  ;  a  failor  ftationed  as  a  fen- 
tinel,  and,  for  want  of  other  employment,  playing 
with  a  blunderbufs  with  which  he  was  armed,  it 
went  off  unexpededly  ;  the  ball  flew  into  the 
midft  of  a  numerous  group  of  iHanders  who  w^ere 
quietly  repofing  under  the  fhade  of  a  large  tree, 
and  ftruck  a  youn<T  man  in  the  arm.    It  mi'.nit  be 

JO  o 

apprehended  that  this  event  would  draw  on  the 

detachment 
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detachment  the  vengeance  of  the  natives  ;  but  it 
appeared  to  have  infpired  them  only  'with  fright  : 
fome  of  them  haftened  to  prefent  to  Captain  Cha- 
NAL  green  boughs,  as  a  token  of  peace,  and  they 
mournfully  repeated  :  "  Tayo  !  Tayo  /"  He  con- 
trived, as  well  as  he  could,  to  make  them  under- 
ftand  that  the  piece  went  off  by  accident,  and  that 
there  was  no  intention  of  doing  them  any  injury  ; 
fometimes  they  appeared  to  comprehend  what  was 
fneant  to  be  faid  to  them,  and  feemed  convinced  ; 
but  yet  they  forrowfully  repeated  :  "  Tayo  eio^ 
matte  eto  (You  are  our  friends,  and  you  kill  us  !) 
Signs  of  friendfhip  were  lavifhed  on  them,  pre- 
fents  were  diftributed  to  them  ;  and  their  alarms 
were  quieted  :  the  bufmefs  of  watering  was  re- 
fumed,  and  they  voluntarily  continued  to  fhare  the 
fatigue  of  it  with  ftrangers  with  whom  they  had 
reafon  not  to  be  fatisfied. 

Asfoon  as^the  long-boat  returned  on  board. 
Captain  Marchand,  informed  of  the  event, 
difpatched  another  boat  with  the  chief  fur- 
geon  of  the  fhip,  Roblet,  in  order  to  afford 
the  iflander  who  had  been  flruck  by  the  ball 
every  affiftance  that  might  depend  on  his  art. 
He  was  not  long  in  reaching  the  fliore.  On  his  ar- 
rival. Captain  Chanal  requefled  that  the  wound, 
ed  man  might  be  fent  for,  and  he  was  accordingly 
brought  to  them.  He  was  a  beardlefs  youth,  of  a 
mild  and  interefting  countenance.    He  prefented 

himfelf 
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hîmfelf  with  a  melancholy  air,  but  with  confidence, 
although  he  might  have  imagined  that  he  was  in 
the  midfl:  of  his  aiïalTms.  The  natives  had  applied 
to  his  v/ound  a  moft  ingenious  dreffing,  which 
proved  that  they  are  accuflomed  to  drefs  fra<^ures. 
The  furgeon  difcovered  that  the  ball  had  pierced 
the  fore-arm,  and  that  the  bone  was  broken.  The 
iflanders,  who  crowded  round  at  the  drefling  of 
the  wound,  paid  the  greateft  attention  to  ir,  and, 
comrary  to  their  cuftom,  kept  the  moft  pro- 
found filence.  After  the  operation,  the  young 
man  was  loaded  with  carefles  and  prefents  by  the 
French  ;  the  attentions  that  they  laviflied  on  him 
effeftually  fupplied  the  place  of  reafons  which 
could  not  be  well  underftood  ;  and  the  gratitude, 
which  was  manifefled  on  the  countenances  of  the 
natives,  proved  to  their  imprudent  vifitors  that  the 
fault  was  forgotten. 

The  long-boat  was  difpatched  again  the  next  dav 
to  continue  the  fervice  at  the  watering-place,  and 
the  iflanders  lent  the  fame  afliRance  that  they  had 
afforded  the  day  before  ;  while  traffic  was  con- 
tinued to  be  carried  on  in  the  fiiip,  where  every 
thing,  pafied  quietly. 

This  fame  day,  in  the  morning.  Captain  Mar- 
chand made  an  excurfion  into  the  interior  of 
the  country  :  he  was  accompanied  by  a  fervant, 
and  fome  natives  had  officioufly  offered  to  ferve 
him  as  guides.  They  appeared  very  eager  to 
give  him  their  arm,  and  fupport  him  in  difficult  or 

flippery 
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flippery  paffes  ;  but,  after  having  penetrated  about 
a  mile  into  the  vi^ood,  he  had  reafon  to  fufpeft 
that  his  guides  were  meditating  fome  mifchief,  and 
he  came  back  as  he  went,  From  that  moment, 
they  ceafed  to  offer  him  the  help  of  their  arms  ; 
and  this  change  of  behaviour  could  not  but  add  to 
his  miftruft,  and  infpire  him  with  uneafmcfs. 
Wifhing  to  quicken  his  pace,  he  made  a  flip  ;  one 
of  the  natives  feized  that  moment  to  fnatch  from 
him  his  mufliet,  and  ran  off  as  faff  as  his  legs  could 
carry  him.  Captain  Marchand  began  purfuing 
him,  and  was  on  the  point  of  running  his  fword 
into  the  fellow's  loins,  when  he  was  called  back  by 
the  cries  of  his  fervant  :  five  or  fix  of  the  natives 
had  affaulted  the  latter,  [who  was  ftruggling  in 
order  to  oppofe  the  efforts  which  they  were  making 
to  ftrip  him.  The  arrival  of  the  Captain  made 
them  quit  their  hold  ;  but  it  was  not  without  carry- 
ing off  in  their  flight  the  fervant's  hat,  and  a  box 
which  he  had  under  his  arm.  At  the  moment,  a 
thoufand  cries  of  men,  women,  and  children  were 
heard  in  the  middle  of  the  wood.  On  arriving  at 
the  beach,  the  Captain  faw  that  the  alarm  was 
fpread  ;  the  natives  were  flying  on  all  fides  :  and 
it  was  not  without  extreme  difficulty,  and  repeated 
marks  and  figns  of  fiiendfliip  and  peace,  that  he 
fucceeded  in  difpelling  their  fears,  and  preventing 
them  all  from  forfaking  the  fhore. 

Recalled  by  the  cries  which  the  echoes  carried  to 
a  diftance.  Surgeon  Roblet  who  had  been  to 

make 
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make  an  excurfion  to  another  part  of  the  îfland, 
haftened  to  return  to  the  beach  where  the  fhip's 
boats  were  accuftomed  to  land.  It  turned  out 
that  he  had  not  been  molefted  in  his  tour,  which 
had  carried  him  to  a  pretty  confiderable  diftance 
from  the  fea-fide  ;  and  it  was  thought  that  he  was 
indebted  for  the  tranquillity  which  he  had  enjoyed 
in  his  excurfion,  to  one  of  the  iflanders  who  ap- 
peared to  have  fome  afcendency  over  the  reft, 
and  had  chofen  to  accompany  him.  Captain 
Marchand  gave  this  chief  to  underftand  that  he 
was  abfolutely  determined  to  recover  the  iriufket 
which  had  been  taken/rom  him  ;  and  he  promifed 
to  reward  the  iflander  amply,  if  he  brought  it  hack 
to  him.  The  latter  fet  off  immediately  ;  and  half 
an  hour  had  fcarcely  elapfed  when  he  re-appeared 
with  the  mufket  :  fiiewing  his  broken  club,  he 
wifhed  to  have  it  beh'eved  that  it  had  been  fo 
broken  on  the  head  of  the  thief.  Captain  Mar- 
chand rewarded  him  as  he  had  promifed  ;  but  he 
was  not  convinced  that,  in  order  to  caufe  the  ar- 
ticle ftolen  to  be  given  up,  the  chief  had  been 
obliged  to  employa  mean  fo  violent  as  that  to 
which  he  alTerted  he  had  had  recourfe.  The  Cap- 
tain, after  having  received  his  piece,  perceived  that 
the  rammer  was  wanting  ;  he  explained  this  to 
the  chief  who  again  fet  off,  with  a  promife  of 
bringing  it  back.    The  party  did  not  wait  for  his 

return,  and  they  proceeded  towards  the  fliore  in 

order 


6z  marchand's  voyage,      fJune  lygi* 

order  to  regain  the  boat  :  at  the  moment  when  they 
were  re-embarking,  the  fervant's  hat  was  reftored. 

The  event  of  the  morning  did  not  prevent  the 
long-boat  from  being  fent  to  the  watering-place  in 
ihe  afternoon:  the  natives  fîiewed  to  the  French 
the  fame  friendfhip,  the  fame  confidence  ;  they 
continued  affifling  them  to  fill  and  fhip  their  cafks, 
without  requiring  any  recompenfe,  and  even  ap- 
peared very  grateful  for  the  little  prefents  which 
the  officer  of  the  watering-party  chofe  to  make 
them,  and  which  they  did  not  feem  to  expert. 

On  the  17th  and  i8th,  the  work  to  be  done  in 
the  hold,  and  the  repairs  of  the  fails  and  rigging, 
neceifary  for  putting  the  (hip  in  a  condition  to 
continue  the  voyage  w^ithout  touching  at  any  port 
till  fhe  reached  the  north-west  coaft:  of  Ame- 
rica, occupied  and  detained  every  one  on  board  : 
no  boat  was  fent  on  fhore  ;  but  the  traffic  was  not 
interrupted  in  the  fhip,  whither  the  natives  re- 
paired as  ufual,  not  only  from  the  Bay  of  La  Ma- 
dré DE  Dios,  but  alfo  from  the  neighbouring 
bays,  and  even  from  the  Ifland  of  La  Dominica. 
Some  large  double  canoes  arrived  laden  with  the 
fruits  of  the  country  ;  and  there  was  fuch  an 
abundance,  that  twelve  cocoa-nuts  were  obtained 
for  a  four-inch  nail.  But  the  provifions  which  our 
navigators  were  moft  defirous  to  procure,  hogs 
and  fowls,  were  not  comprifed  in  thefe  cargoes  :  a 
fblltary  hog  appeared  in  one  of  the  canoes,  yet  no 

offer 
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olFer  could  determine  the  owner  to  difpofe  of  it. 
In  order  to  induce  the  natives  to  bring  hogs,  it 
was  decided  that,  in  future,  glafs-beads  only  fhould 
be  given  in  exchange  for  fruits  ;  and  that  nails, 
knives,  and  other  goods  fhould  not  be  granted  but 
for /owls  and  hogs.  This  refolution  procured  two 
fowls  ;  a  feeble  refource  for  great  wants. 

Although  the  duty  on  board  the  fhip  required  the 
afliftance  of  every  one,  it  was  neverthelefs  deter- 
mined, in  the  afternoon  of  the  18th,  to  fend  a  boat 
on  fhore,  on  the  report  which  the  iflander,  to 
whom  Captain  Marchand  was  indebted  for  the 
reftitution  of  his  mulker,  came  to  make  that  the 
young  man  who  had  been  wounded  by  the  French, 
flood  in  need  of  the  aiTiftance  of  the  furgeon. 
With  no  fmall  difficulty  were  obtained  two  hogs 
and  a  few  fowls,  which  were  paid  for  with  nails, 
knives,  and  looking-glaffes.  It  is  the  more  to  be 
wondered  at  that  hogs  were  fo  hard  to  be  pro^ 
cured,  as  the  fpecies  was  not  rare  ;  as  it  was 
known  that,  in  1774,  Captain  Cook  had  traf- 
ficked for  a  very  confiderable  number  with  fa- 
cility ;  and  as  many  were  reckoned  in  the  huts  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  watering-place  :  but  the  inha- 
bitants refufed  to  fell  them. 

While  the  boat's  crew  were  filling  the  water- 
cafks,  a  party  was  fent  to  gather  a  large  flock  of 
an  excellent  water-crefs  which  was  growing  at  a 
fmall  diflance  from  the  rivulet  :  it  was  paid  for 
with  glafs-beads  5  and  the  natives  who  had  afTifled 

the 
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the  crew  in  the  labours  of  the  watering-place  were 
rewarded  in  the  fame  manner. 

The  impoflibility  of  procuring  in  the  Bay  of 
La  Ma  DRE  de  Digs,  the  quantity  of  hogs  ne- 
cefiary  for  the  fupply  of  the  fhip,  determined  Cap- 
tain Marchand  to  vifit,  in  perfon,  the  bays  which 
are  fituated  more  to  the  fouthward  on  thé  fame 
fide  of  the  illand.  On  the  morning  of  the  19th 
he  went  in  his  boat,  with  Captains  Masse  and 
Chanal,  the  chief  furgeon  Roblet,  and  a  de- 
tachment of  men  armed  ;  and  he  took  with  him 
one  of  the  natives  who  appeared  to  be  moil  at- 
tached  to  the  French, 

The  firfl  bay  which  prefents  itfelf  to  the  fouth- 
ward of  that  of  La  Madre  de  Dios  appeared  not 
to  be  fit  for  landing  ;  they  did  not  flop  at  it  :  the 
iflanders  named  it  Anapoho.  They  prefently 
reached  another  larger  bay  containing  two  coves, 
the  fliores  of  which  are  inhabited.  They  landed 
in  the  fouthern  cove,  w^here  fome  large  flones, 
which  guard  the  beach,  and  againfl  which  the  fea 
breaks  with  confiderable  violence,  render  it  diffi- 
cult and  dangerous  to  debark  ;  but,  on  the  ap- 
proach of  the  ftrangers,  the  natives  jumped  into 
the  water,  haftened  to  give  them  their  hand,  took 
them  on  their  fhoulders,  carried  them  to  the  fhore, 
and  there  fet  them  down  amid  the  acclamations  of 
a  numerous  crowd  of  inhabitants  of  both  fexes 
eager  to  receive  them.  As  rain  began  to  fall,  a 
chief,  venerable  from  his  age,  invited  the  flrangers 

to 
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to  take  (belter  m  a  large  houfe,  which  was  not  far 
diftant  from  the  fpot  where  they  had  landed  ;  but, 
as  two  men  only  had  remained  to  guard  the  !)oat, 
they  preferred  ftanding  under  a  large  tree  fituatcd 
near  the  fea,  whence  they  would  be  enabled  to  fee 
all  that  might  pafs  around  them.  In  lefs  than  an 
hour,  they  procured  twelve  hogs,  fix  of  which 
were  of  a  middHng  fi2e,  fix  much  fmaller,  and 
fci  r  fowls.  The  articles  which  the  natives  ac- 
cepted in  preference,  were, large  nails,  looking- 
glaifes,  and  knives  ;  the  chief  himfelf  prefided  at 
the  traffic,  and  kept  his  eye  on  the  goods  which 
the  French  had  brought  ;  and  not  an  iflander 
feemed  tempted  to  purloin  a  fmgle  article.  The 
women,  and  the  young,  girls  in  particular,  were 
not  forgotten  in  the  diflribution  of  the  prefents  : 
they  appeared  handfomer,  and  dill  better  made,  if 
poffible,  than  thofe  of  La  Madre  de  Dios,  did 
not  (hew  themfelves  more  coy,  and  were  not 
more  difficult  to  be  underftood.  It  was  remark- 
ed, however,  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  bay,  of 
both  fexes,  were  more  difcreet,  more  referved 
than  thofe  of  the  former  ;  but  perhaps  a  longer 
acquaintance  with  them  would  have  brought  them 
to  the  fame  degree  of  familiarity  which  had  fre* 
quently  rendered  thofe  of  La  Madre  de  Digs  im- 
portunate and  tirefome* 

When  the  traffic  was  concluded,  the  natives 
took  the  ftrangers  on  their  backs  and  carried  them 
to  the  boat.    Captain  Marchand  gave  this  cove 

VOL.  w  F  the 
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the  deferved  name  of  Anse  des  Amis  (Friendly 
Cove)  ;  the  iflanders  call  it  ApÂtônee. 

From  this  cove,  they  went  to  the  north  cove, 
called  by  the  natives  AnÂleevâho.  It  is  more 
thinly  inhabited  than  the  fouth  cove  fome  large 
ftones  piled  up  on  the  beach,  and  wafhed  by  the 
furf,  rendered  the  accefs  to  it  equally  difficult,  and 
it  was  not  without  Tome  danger  that  the  captaia 
and  his  party  contrived  to  land.  They  were  re- 
ceived by  the  inhabitants  in  as  friendly  a  manner  as 
at  the  cove  before-mentioned  ;  but  they  could 
traffic  for  no  more  than  two  fmall  hogs  :  a  large 
balket  of  water-crefs  of  an  excellent  quality, 
which  they  gathered,  was  a  feeble  indemnification 
for  the  trouble  that  they  had  taken  in  landing  at 
this  cove.  A  fhower  of  rain  which  came  on  did 
not  allow  of  their  making  a  longer  flay  in  the  bay 
that  they  had  juft  vifited  ;  but  they  had  reafon  to 
think  that,  but  for  this  circumftance,  they  would 
thence  have  brought  back  a  no  inconfiderable 
number  of  hogs  and  fowls.  The  vailles  and  hills 
which  furround  this  bay,  announce,  to  the  view, 
more  fertility,  more  richnefs,  than  the  environs  of 
La  Madre  de  Dios  :  all  this  part  of  the  iiland 
prefents  agreeable  profpeds,  and  pidurefque  fitua- 
tions  on  which  the  eye  is  invited  to  dwell  and  re- 
pofes  with  pleafure. 

Captain  Cook  had  reafon  to  be  equally  fatisfied 
with  the  condud:  of  the  natives  who  ocçupy  the 

parts 
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parts  of  the  ifland  fituated  to  the  fouthwatd  of  La 
Mad  RE  DE  Dies.  "  I  made,"  fays  he,  "  a  little 
"  expedition  in  my  boat  along  the  coafl:  to  the 
fouthward,  accompanied  by  fome  of  the  gentle- 
"  men  :  at  the  different  places  we  touched  at,  we 
colleded  eighteen  pigs  ;  and,  I  believe,  might 
have  gotten  more.  The  people  were  exceed- 
ingly  obliging  wherever  we  landed,  and  readily 
"  brought  down  whatever  we  defired  An 
obfervation  of  Mr.  G.  Forster,  made,  no  doubt^ 
from  that  of  Reinhold  Forster,  his  father^ 
who,  with  Dr.  Sparmann  and  Mr.  Hodges  the 
draughtfman,  had  accompanied  Captain  Cook  in 
his  tour  to  the  fouthward,  contradids  the  account 
given  by  Captain  Cook  and  Captain  Chanal  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  fouth  part  of  the  ifland, 
compared  to  thofe  of  La  Madre  de  Digs  : 
Mr.  Forster  thought  that  thofe  to  the  fouth-' 
ward  were  lefs  referved  than  thofe  to  the  norths 
ward  t  ;  Captain  Cook  and  Captain  Chanal 
thought  the  contrary  ;  and  the  opinion  of  Surgeon 
Roblet  is  conformable  to  theirs.  "  It  is  diffi^ 
"  cult,"  fays  he,  "  to  explain  the  difference  that 
"  is  to  be  remarked  in  the  habits  of  the  natives 
who  occupy  two  portions  of  Jand  fo  contigu- 
*'  ous  to  each  other,  and  who  muft  have  a  daily 

*  CooPs  Second  Voyage,  4to  Edition,  VoL  I.  p.  303. 
t  A  Voyage  to  the  South  Pole  and  round  the  World.  By 
George  Forjler.    London,  i']']'].   4to.    Vol.  II.  p.  30. 
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"  intercourfe  :  but  it  is  certain  that  thofe  of  La 
"  Madré  de  Dios  robbed  us  from  the  very  out- 
fet,  and  that  thofe  of  the  bays  to  the  fouthvvard 
"  did  not  even   attempt  it  ;    and   yet  feveral 
"  among  them  had  come  to  the  former  bay 
"  during  our  flay,  and  had  been  witnelTes  of 
"  our  indulgence.    Among  the  latter,  we  found 
*^  greater  faciHty  in  traffic  ;    and,   befides,  the 
"  fame  mildnefs  of  difpofition  that  diflinguifhe;? 
the  former  ;  a  longer  intercourfe  would,  how- 
ever,  be  neceflary  for  enabling  me  to  decide 
whether  this  charaderiftic  belongs  to  a  natural 
timidity,  or  whether  it  mud  be  attributed  to 
"  the  fear  which  would  check  malevolence." 

It  was  to  the  fouthward  that  the  Englifh  met 
with  the  only  women  who  offered  themfelves  to 
their  view  in  the  Ifland  of  Santa  Christina  ; 
for,  at  La  Madre  de  Dios,  they  had  perceived 
none  except  an  old  woman  in  the  fouth  cove; 
2nd  in  one  of  their  botanizing  excurfions,  they 
had  only  had  a  glimpfe  of  a  young  girl  who  fled 
at  their  approach  :  but  in  the  fouth  bay,  the 
women  prefented  themfelves  in  great  numbers  ; 
and  they  were  not  lefs  lavifh  of  their  favours  than 
all  thofe  of  theiflands  of  the  Great  Ocean. 

As  Captain  Marchand  intended  to  fail  again 
the  next  day,  the  20th,  he  difpatched  a  boat  for 
the  lafl  time  in  order  to  replace  the  water  which 
had  been  expended  during  his  flay  in  the  bay,  and 
embarked  in  it  himfelf  with  Captain  C  h  anal. 

But, 
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I  But^  inftead  of  landing  at  the  watering-place, 
they  put  on  fhore  at  the  foùth  cove  which  had 
not  yet  been  vifited  ;  and  the  boat  was  ordered  to 
go  and  wait  for  them  at  the  mouth  of  the  rivulet 
in  the  north  cove.    They  faw  very  few  inhabitants 

j  in  this  part,  and  only  fome  deferted  huts  on  the 
Hdrts  of  the  cove.  Although,  for  feveral  days, 
there  had  fallen  a  rather  confiderable  quantity  of 
rain,  the  rivulet  was  dry.    They  purchafed  a  hog 

I  of  an  old  woman.  Some  inhabitants  of  the  north 
cove  came  to  the  fouth  cove,  and  joined  the 
French,  who,  under  their  guidance  and  with  their 
help,  wifhed  to  endeavour  to  clear  the  little  hill 
which  feparates  the  two  coves.  They  were  not  long 
in  perceiving  that  they  had  committed  a  great  im- 
prudence :  as  they  afcended  this  hill,  the  Hope  of 
which  is  very  fteep  *,  the  road  became  more  diffi- 
cult ;  prefently  they  were  obliged  to  enter  into 
narrow  paths,  on  the  fleep  edges  of  the  rock 
which  the  rain  of  the  morning  had  rendered  very 
llippery.  The  affiftance  of  their  guides  became 
neceflary  to  them  j  but  they  had  no  occafion  to 
folicit  it  :  the  latter  were  eager  to  offer  them  a 
helpful  hand,  and  feveral  joined  to  fupport  them 
when  they  faw  them  in  a  painful  pr  dangerous  fitu- 
ation.    Sufpended,  in  a  manner,  on  the  points  of 

*  An  idea  may  be  formed  of  it  by  looking  at  Plate 
XXXIII  of  Cook'&  Second  Voyage,  which  prefents  a  perfped- 
ive  view  of  tUe  Bay  of  La  Madre  de  Dios, 


rocks. 
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rocks,  where  the  dexterity  of  their  guides  could 
alonè  infure  their  doubtful  and  unfteady  fteps, 
ihey  were  abandoned  to  their  difcretion  ;  thefe 
guides  might,  in  all  fafety,  rob  them,  ftrip  them, 
and  leave  them  to  themfelves,  or,  on  the  fmalleft 
refifiance,  precipitate  them  from  the  top  of  the 
rock  :  the  arms  of  the  two  ftrangers,  and  packets 
of  goods  for  traffic  which  they  carried  with  them, 
were  objects  vèry  capable  of  fuggefting  to  the 
illanders  thç  temptation  of  getting  poiTeffion  of 
them  ;  their  number  infured  them  a  fuperiority, 
and  the  fituation,  impunity;  but  we  owe  them  the 
juftice  to  fay,  that  they  never  appeared  to  harbour 
any  idea  than  that  of  the  prefervatiori  of  their  vifit- 
ers  ;  and  our  countrymen  would  accufe  themfelves 
of  ingratitude,  if,  on  this  occafion,  they  entertained 
even  a  fufpicion.     Captain  Chanal  remarked 
with  fenfibility,  that  the  young  man  who  had  been 
fo  feverely  wounded  by  the  accidental  difcharge  of 
a  blunderbufs,  and  whofe  wound  he  had  taken 
care  to  have  drefled,  walked  above  him,  and  feveral 
times,  in  embarraffing  fteps,  offered  him  the  fup« 
port  of  the  only  arm  of  which  the  imprudence  of 
the  French  had  left  him  the  ufe.    And  thefe  are 
the  men  who,  in  1595,  the  Spaniards,  on  the 
flighteft  pretext,  purfued  into  their  retreats  in  the 
mountains,  and  fliot  like  wild  beads       After  a 
inpfl  laborious  march,  our  party  at  length  arrived 

♦  Fi^uero,  page  347, 

at 
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at  the  foot  of  the  hill  of  the  north  cove.  The 
,  fidelity  and  attention  of  the  natives  merited  a  re-  - 
compenfe  ;  they  diftributed  among  them  all  the 
glafs-beads  and  other  trifles  with  which  they  were 
provided  :  every  one  appeared  fatisfied  ;  and  they 
all  parted  ,with  marks  of  friendfhip,  on  the  one 
fide,  and  of  gratitude,  on  the  other. 

The  fatigues  of  the  day  were  not  yet  at  an  end. 
The  two  Captains  repaired  to  the  watering-place, 
in  order  to  expedite  the  filling  of  the  calks  ;  but, 
although  the  inhabitants  of  the  cove  had,  as  ufual, 
executed  the  greater  part  of  the  labour,  night 
came  on  before  it  could  be  terminated.  Dark- 
nefs  favoured  the  ftealing  of  two  barrels  hooped 
with  iron,  which  it  was  not  thought  proper  to 
claim.    The  fwell  was  rolling  in  with  violence  oa 
the  beach  j  to  embark  had  become  impraticable, 
and  the  boat  was  ordered  to  take  in  the  olEcers  on 
the  edge  of  the  rocks  of  the  north  coaft,  where 
they  might  go  and  wait  for  her.    They  began 
their  march  in  order  to  proceed  to  the  place  of  ap- 
pointmerjt.     The  tide  was  in  ;  and,  in  paffing 
over  the  edges  of  the  rock,  the  water,   at  in- 
tervals, reached  up  to  their  middle.    A  night,  un- 
ufually  dark,  added  to  the  natural  obftacles  of  the 
road  :  their  fteps  were  fo  infecure  on  uneven  and 
projefling  points,  that  there  enfued  fome  falls  and 
contufions.     While  they  were  thus  ftruggling 
againft  difficulties,  they  heard,  towards  the  water- 
ing-place, the  report  of  a  piftol  j  but  the  boat  foon 
f  4  repaired 
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repaired  to  the  fpot  appointed  for  their  embarka- 
tion ;  and  they  learnt  that  the  natives  had  taken 
pofleffionof  a  cafk  which  had  broken  adrift  from 
the  boat  ;  that  the  people  belonging  to  her  having 
come  to  take  it  back,  had  been  aflfaulted  with 
itones  ;  that  then  they  had  fired  a  piftol  in  the  air ^ 
in  order  to  make  the  iHanders  relinquifli  their 
prize  ;  but  that  the  latter  had  not  been  at  all  ter- 
rified at  the  report  ;  and  that,  having  no  orders  to 
employ  force  againft  the  natives,  they  had  aban* 
cloned  the  calk  to  them.  The  officers  then  recol- 
leded  that,  being  in  a  great  hurry,  at  the  moment 
when  they  had  quitted  the  wateringrplace  to  pro^ 
çeed  to  the  rocks  on  the  north  coaft,  they  had 
forgot  to  reward  the  iflanders  who  had  affifted 
in  the  labour;  and  they  concluded  that  the  latter 
had,  undoubtedly,  decided  that,  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
they  had  a  natural  right  to  pay  themfelves. 

The  y/eather  was  very  bad  during  the  whole 
night;  the  wind,  variable  from  north^eaft  to 
north-north-weft,  and  accompanied  by  hard 
fqualls,  did  not  allow  of  getting  under  way  on 
the  morning  of  the  2oth,  as  Captain  Marchand 
had  intended.  This  fame  weather,  which  con- 
tinued the  whole  morning,  detained  the  natives 
on  fhore,  and  there  canie  but  a  very  fmall  number 
on  board,  and  only  in  canoes  ;  none  venturing 
to  fwim  off  to  the  fhip.  An  iflander  brought 
back  qne  of  the  barrçls,  which  had  been  ftolen  the 
4ay  before  ;  he  wa3  rewarded  with  a  large  nail  ; 

and 
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and  he  was  promifed  others,  if  he  brought  back  the 
remaining  barrel  and  the  hogftiead  ;  but  he  was 
feen  no  more.  That  day,  were  purchafed  a  hog 
and  a  fowl,  and,  on  the  preceding  days,  fome  had 
been  obtained  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  north 
cove. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  breeze  fettled  at  north- 
eaft  :  and  although  fome  fudden  fqualls  ftill  came 
off  the  hills  of  the  illand,  every  thing  was  prepared 
for  getting  under  way.  The  young  Mendoça  fe- 
males, nothing  intimidated  by  the  violence  of  the 
wind  and  the  roughnefs  of  the  fea,  had  repaired  on 
board  in  canoes  ;  they  were  not  willing  to  lofe  a 
parting  kifs.  When  it  was  fignified  to  them  that 
the  fhip  was  on  the  point  of  failing,  and  that  it 
was  time  they  fhould  leave  her,  grief  was  pour- 
trayed  on  every  face  ;  and  it  could  not  be  re- 
marked without  aftonifhment  and  without  interefl:, 
that  this  feparation  coft  tears  to  feveral  among 
them  ;  may  they  never  have  caufe  to  reproach 
themfelves  with  having  been  too  partial  to  the 
French  ! 

In  the  mean  time,  the  chief  who  had  recovered 
Captain  M  arc  hand's  mufket,  brought  to  the  fliip 
one  of  the  biggeft  hogs  that  had  yet  been  feen  : 
he  was  in  vain  urged  to  fell  it  for  fpike-nails,  large 
knives,  looking-glalTes  and  handkerchiefs  ;  no- 
thing could  tempt  him  ;  he  abfolutely  inlifted  on 
its  being,  exchanged  for  one  of  the  cats  belonging 
the  (hip  •  and,  on  this  being  refufed,  he  carried 

back 
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back  his  hog.  I  doubt  not  that  this  intelligent 
chief  had  difcovered  that  the  cat  is  the  formidable 
enemy  of  the  greateft  enemy  to  man  in  the  Ifland 
of  Santa  Christina  :  it  is  well  known  that  rats 
are  there  extremely  numerous,  and  devour  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  earth. 

The  Solide  took  up  her  anchors  in  the  night  : 
and,  as  this  fervice  required  that  there  fliould  be 
lanterns  lighted  on  deck,  it  was  obferved  that,  du- 
ring the  whole  time  flie  was  working  out  of  the 
bay,  and  the  lights  could  be  perceived  from  the 
ftiore,  the  natives  paraded  with  lights  along  the 
beach. 

On  the  2 1  ft,  in  the  morning,  the  (hip  proceeded 
for  her  farther  deftination. 

But  before  we  fellow  the  Solide  in  her  new  run, 
I  fhall  prefent  a  general  view  of  the  iflands  which 
Ihe  has  juft  quitted,  and  in  particular  of  that  of 
Santa  Christina,  the  only  one  which,  fmce 
they  were  difcovered  by  the  Spaniards,  has  been 
vifited  by  Europeans.  The  circumftantial  know- 
ledge of  this  group  is  interefting  to  our  naviga- 
tors, and  particularly  to  thofe  who,  being  difpatch- 
ed  from  the  ports  of  Europe,  are  to  double  Cape 
Horn,  and  afterwards  proceed  to  the  north- 
WEST  coaft  of  America.  The  Society  Iflands, 
although  more  fertile,  yet  deferve  not  the  prefer- 
ence ;  to  touch  at  them,  in  this  cafe,  prefents  not 
the  fame  advantage  in  point  of  fituation  :  they  are 
placed  about  three  hundred  leagues  to  leeward  of 

the 
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the  former  ;  and,  in  order  to  reach  them,  it  is  iie^ 
ceflary,  for  the  fpace  of  two  hundred  leagues,  to 
crofs  a  very  dangerous  Archipelago,  compofed  of 
iflands  even  with  the  water's  edge,  through  which 
it  is  impoflible  to  navigate  but  under  very  eafy  fail 
during  the  night,  which,  all  the  year  round,  is 
long,  and  without  twilight,  between  the  tropics  ; 
whereas,  from  Cape  Horn  to  the  Mendoça 
Iflands,  a  fhip  does  not  ceafe  to  have  an  open 
fea,  which  allows  her  to  make  ufeofallher  canvafs 
in  the  dark  as  well  as  in  the  light.  To  put  into 
the  latter  iflands,  infl:ead  of  running  down  three 
hundred  leagues  to  leeward  to  touch  at  the  So- 
CisTY  Ifles,  when'  a  veflfel  is  ultimately  bound 
to  the  NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  America,  is  to 
fhorten  her  route  about  fix  hundred  leagues  ; 
it  is  to  abridge  by  a  month  the  duration  of  her 
voyage.  If  Captain  Cook  feems,  in  general,  to 
give  the  preference  to  the  Society  Iflands  over 
the  Marqjjesas,  in  cafe  of  the  neceflity  of  j)ut- 
ting  into  fome  port,  it  is  not  on  account  of  their 
geographical  pofition,  nor  for  vefl'els  which,  after 
having  doubled  Cape  Horn,  fhould  be  bound 
to  the  NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  America  ;  "  But 
"  becaufe,"  fays  he,  1  found  Santa  Chris- 
"  TINA  was  not  likely  to   fupply  us,  on  any 

conditions,  with  fufficient  refrefliments,  fuch 
"  as  we  might  exped:  to  fmd  at  the  Society 
"  Ifles,  nor  very  convenient  for  taking  in  wood 

and  water,  nor  for  giving  the  fhip  the  ne- 

"  ceflary 
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"  celTiry  repairs  fhe  wanted  It  is  feen,  how* 
ever,  in  the  account  of  his  voyage,  that,  at  the 
time  when  he  vifited  Santa  Christina,  hogs 
were  very  plentiful  there  j  that  he  procured,  with- 
out the  leafi:  difficulty,  a  great  number  ;  and  he 
himfelf  admits  that  he  might  have  confiderably 
încreafed  his  (lock,  had  he  chofen  to  remain  a  few 
days  longer  at  this  anchorage.  The  French  did 
not  by  any  means  perceive  the  fcarcity  of  fruit  of 
which  he  complains  :  perhaps  this  fpecies  of  pro- 
dudion  is  lefs  common  in  the  month  of  April,  the 
period  of  his  vifit,  than  in  the  month  of  June, 
the  period  of  theirs.  In  fliort,  w^e  can  fafely 
affirm  that  the  latter  experienced  no  difficulty  in 
procuring  wood  and  water.  It  is  true  that  the 
part  of  the  weft  coaft,  which  the  Englifh  and  the 
French  examined,  affords  no  fecure  fhelter  for  giv- 
ing repairs  to  a  (hip  ;  but  a  fhip  does  not  always 
ftand  in  need  of  repairs.  I  obferve,  befides,  that 
the  Ifland  of  Santa  Christina  is  the  only  one 
which  has  been  hitherto  vifited  ;  and  that  it  is  not 
proved  that  La  Dominica,  the  moft  confider- 
able  of  the  Mendoça  Iflands,  which  was  recon- 
noitred only  in  failing  paft  it,  and  merely  on  the 
fouth  fide,  might  not,  in  its  great  circumference, 
afford  fome  place  where  it  would  be  poflible  to 
provide  for  repairs  requiring  the  fhelter  and 
tranquillity  of  a  harbour.    I  admit,  however,  that 

*  Cook's  Second  Voyage,  Vol.  I.  Page  304, 

II  there 
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there  are  very  little  hopes  of  findhig  harbours, 
fit  for  giving  repairs  to  a  fnip,  in  the  circumference 
of  the  lofty  iflands  vvhofe  coafts  are  fteep-to  ;  un- 
lefs,  like  the  greater  part  of  the  Society  Ifies, 
they  are  furrounded  by  a  reef,  forming  between 
this  fort  of  dike  and  the  fhore,  a  channel  into 
which  a  .fliip  may  penetrate  through  narrow  open- 
ings, and  where  flie  is  fheltered,  by  this  dike,  from 
the  roughnefs  of  the  waves  which  it  breaks,  and 
whofe  impetuoHty  it  impedes.  I  ftiall  therefore 
recommend  a  navigator,  whom  a  leak,  or  the 
confequence  of  an  accident,  fhould  oblige  to  feek 
a  Ihelter  where  he  can  provide  for  repairs  which 
require  fmooth  water,  to  prefer  putting  into  the 
Society  lilands  ;  but  merely  becaufe  particular 
confiderations  muft  yield  to  necefhty  *. 

If 

*  it  is  to  be  obferved  tliat  this  part  of  the  original  work 
was  printed  long  before  M.  Fi^eurieu  had  an  opportunity  of 
knowing  of  the  anchorages  which  the  north-well  group  of  the 
Marquefas  affords.  In  one  of  thç  iflands  of  this  group,  called 
IJIe  Baux  by  Captain  MarchamU  and  'S'lr  Henry  Martin\  Ifland, 
by  Lieutenant  Hergeji,  is  a  harbour  which  precludes  the  ne- 
cclTity  of  a  fliip,  in  want  of  repair,  running  down  to  the  Society 
Ifles  ;  for,  to  ufe  the  words  of  Mr.  Hergejiy  who  gave  this  har- 
bour the  name  of  Port  Anna  Marui^  it  was  found  to  be  vc?  }' 
eafy  of  accefs  and'  egrefs,  witliout  any  fnoals  or  rocks,  that 
**  are  not  fufficiently  confpicuous  to  be  avoided  :  the  depth  at 
**  its  entrance  is  24  fathoms,  gradually  decreafmg  to  7  fa*- 
*'  thorns,  within  a  quarter  of  a  irJle  of  its  fliores  ;  the  bot- 
**  tcm  a  fine  fand,  and  the  furrounding  land  affording  the 
"  moil  perfeft  fccurity  againft  the  wind  and  fea  in  all  diredl- 
**  ions.    An  excellent  run  of  fine  water  flows  into  the  har- 

"  bour. 
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If  the  reafons  of  convenience  and  of  locality 
which  I  have  juft  fet  forth,  fliould  not  appear  fuf- 
cient  to  infure  to  the  Marquesas  the  preference 
over  the  Society  Iflands,  when  the  farther  defti- 
nation  of  the  fhip  is  to  carry  her  to  the  north- 
west coaft  of  America  ;  I  fhould  fpeak  of  a 
danger  which  the  latter  prefents,  of  that  irrefiftible 
attradion  which  they  feem  to  have  for  European 
navigators  ;  and  the  example  of  Captain  Bligh, 
abandoned  by  a  mutinous  crew,  in  a  fmall  boat, 
to  the  mercy  of  the  waves,  in  order  that  they  might, 
without  oppofition,  plunge  themfelves  into  the  de- 
lights of  the  new  Cythera,  ought  to  infpirewith 
a  fort  of  inquietude  every  Captain  who  m„ay  intend 
to  put  into  Tàheitee.  I  know  that  the  Men- 
JDOÇA  women,  as  fliamelefs  as  thofe  of  the  Society 
Ifies,  do  not  oppofe  more  refiftance  to  ftrangers  ; 
but  in  thefe  latter  iflands  reign  an  abundance,  and 
a  luxury,  from  which  the  former  are  yet  very  re- 
mote, and  which  they  will  never  attain  :  Nature, 
lefs  prodigal,  has  granted  thefe  only  the  necelTaries 
of  life  ;  they  vv^iil  not  endeavour  to  fhare  them,  and 


bour,  which  pofitflts  evevy  advantage  that  could  be  defired  : 
**  and  the  country,"  he  adds,  *'  feems  to  be  highîy  cultivated, 

and  was  fully  inhabited  by  a  civil  and  'friendly  race  of 
**  people,  readily  inclined  to  fupply  whatever  refrefhments; 
**  their  country  afforded." 

The  centre  of  this  ifland  is  fituatedin  latitude  S'^  51'  fouthy 
and  longitude  220^  19'  eaft  from  Greenwich  ;  and  Port  Anna 
Maria  lies  about  two  leagues  to  the  welhvard  of  its  fouth  call 
point TrmJlator''s .  Note. 

they 
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they  will  not  be  envied  on  that  account  ;  but  the 
fuperiiuities,  which  abound  at  the  Society  Iflands, 
have  wherewith  to  tempt  the  failor,  who,  a  cofmo- 
politan  by  profeflion,  has  molt  commonly  for  his 
motto  :  ubi  bene^  ibi  P atria. 


8o 
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CHAPTER  IL 

General  Defer îpîion  of  the  Marquefas  de  Men- 
doça,  and  a  particular  one  of  the  IJland  of  Santa 
Chriftina,  or  Wahitaho,  taken  from  the  accounts 
of  the  Spaniards,  Englifh^  and  French. — De- 
fcription  of  the  Bay  of  La  Madre  de  Dios. — 
Soil,  produdionsy  animals,  and  climate  of  the 
tjland, — Defcription  of  the  inhabitants  ;  their  per ' 
Jons,  drefs,  and  ornaments  ;  their  food,  indujiry^ 
manners,  charaâîer,  ciiftoms,  eizercifes,  — Idea 
of  their  government. — Prefumed population  of  the 
five  ijlands  of  the  group, — Vocabulary  of  Wahi- 
taho.— The  natives  of  this  ijland  compared  to  thofe 
of  Taheitee. 

»^HE  iflands  called  Las  Marqitesas  de  Men- 
DOÇA,  were  feen,,  for  the  lirft  time,  in  1595, 
by  Alvaro  Mendana  de  Neyra.  We  have 
two  accounts  of  the  voyage  in  which  this  dif- 
covery  was  made.  The  former  is  to  be  found  in 
a  letter  from  Pedro  Fernandez  de  Quiros,  to 
Don  Antonio  Morga,  Lieutenant-General  of 
the  Philippine  Iflands  *.  Quiros,  who  has  fince 
been  rendered  juRIy  celebrated  by  his  own  difco- 

•  See  Sucejfos  de  las  IJlas  PhiUppinas,  Mexico,  1699,410. 
Chap.  VL  page  29. 

veries. 
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veries,  was  both  Captain  of  the  Capitana^  under 
the  immediate  orders  of  Mend  an  a,  and  mayor  or 
chief  pilot  of  the  fquadron  :  his  account  is  fuccin6t, 
fuch  as  bed  fuits  the  form  of  a  letter.  For  the 
latter  we  are  indebted  to  Dodor  Christoval 
SuAREz  DE  FiGUEROA,  who  has  luferted  it  in 
his  Hijiory  of  the  great  exploits  of  Don  Garcia 
Hu.'<TADo  DE  Me^i^oc^a^  fourth  Marquis  de  Ca^  . 
neteI,  Viceroy  of  Peru,  by  whofe  order  the  ex- 
pedition, the  direction  of  which  was  intruded  to 
Mendana,  had  been  undertaken.  Doctor  Fi- 
GUEROA  announces  that,  infpeaking  of  the  difco- 
veries  of  this  admiral,  he  has  had  under  his  eyes 
the  original  papers  of  Quiros  :  we,  in  faél,  dif- 
tinguifli,  in  this  account,  the  fpirit  of  obfervation 
of  a  feaman  whofe  knowledge,  in  more  than  one 
way,  was  above  that  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived, 

f  Hechos  de  D,  Garcia  Hurtado  de  Mendoç4>  &c.  pages  238 
to  247. 

Coreal,  Thcvenott  and  Pîngré  have  given  extraéls  from  this 
narrative. 

Alexander  Dalrympky  in  his  Hljlorical  Colkdhn  of  feveral 
Voyages  and  Difc'jveries  in  the  South  Pacific  Ocean,  {^London  1 770. 
4/0.  Vol.  I.)  had  connned  himfelf  to  giving  an  extraft  of  it 
from  that  of  Pingre  ;  but  having  fmce  procured  the  original 
yfoxk,  he  has  given,  as  a  fupplement  to  his  Collection,  the 
paflages  which  Pingre  had  not  tranflated.  jiriasy  in  his  Me- 
morial, where  he  reports  the  expedition  of  Mendana  »  in  1595 
has  not  made  mention  of  Las  Marquefas  de  Mendoça  ;  he  fpeak» 
only  of  the  Iflands  of  Santa  Cruz,  which  Mendana  difcovered 
in  the  fame  voyage,  and  the  difcovery  of  which  is  poiterior 
to  that  of  the  Mendoça  Iflands. 

VOL.  I.  6  and 
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and  who,  in  the  recital  of  the  later  difcoveries 
which  were  his  own,  if  he  has  indulged  in  a  few 
exaggerations,  pardonable  in  thofe  times  of  enthu- 
fiafm,  when  a  New  World  had  juft  been  difcovered 
and  conquered,  has  at  leaft  given  us,  of  the  men 
and  of  the  places  that  he  vifited,  a  defcription 
which  would  not  be  a  difcredit  to  the  navigators 
of  the  prefent  day. 

To  the  ancient  accounts  of  the  Marquesas  de 
Mendoça  have  fucceeded  thofe  for  which  we  are 
indebted  to  modern  voyagers,  and  in  which  are 
to  be  found  particulars  relative  to  thefe  iflands, 
their  inhabitants  and  productions,  with  fome  ob- 
fervations,  which  could  not  be  expeded  from 
the  firft:  difcoverers.  Such  is  the  account  of 
Captain  Cook,  who,  in  1774,  vifited  this  group; 
that  of  Mr.  George  Forster  *  ;  and  the  frag- 
ments of  Mr.  Reinhold  Forster  i,  who  both 
accompanied  that  celebrated  navigator  ;  laftly,  the 
journal  of  Captain  Ciianal,  and  the  particular 
obfervations  of  Surgeon  Roblet.  The  united 
labout  of  thefe  different  obfervers  prefents  a  rich 
*  colledioii  of  materials,  which  it  is  neceffary  to  ar- 
range in  order  to  form  a  complete  account  :  no 
one  obferver  has  feen  or  faid  every  thing  ;  but 

*  George  Forjler,  A  Voyage  round  the  World.  London.  1777. 
vol.  ii.  pages  i  to  50. 

Reinhold  Forjier^  Obfervations  made  in  a  Voyage  round  the 
Worldy  &c.    London.  1778.  pages  152 — 163  —  187—193— 

the 
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the  one  fupplies  what  may  have  elcaped  the  other. 
Sometimes  the  obfervers  do  not  agree  among 
themfelves  :  I  fliall  report  the  opinion  of  each  ;  I 
fhall  take  the  liberty  of  difcuffing  it,  and,  in 
fetting  the  voyagers  in  oppofition,  I  fhall  endeavour 
to  diftinguifh  what  may  be  owing  to  a  different 
manner  of  obferving,  from  what  mufl  be  attri- 
buted to  the  changes  that  may  have  been  effedled 
^in  the  ftate  of  places  and  things  during  the  in- 
terval of  the  two  centuries  which  have  elapfed  fmce 
the  expedition  of  the  Spaniards,  and  that  of  feven- 
teen  years,  from  the  vifit  of  the  Englifh  to  the 
time  w^hen  the  French  landed  there  ;  in  fhort,  by 
bringing  together,  by  comparing  all  that  is  faid. 
in  the  different  accounts,  I  fhall  examine  whether 
an  opinion,  a  judgment  may  be  formed  of  the 
perfons,  manners,  charader,  and  cufloms  of  a 
people,  who,  from  feveral  features,  referable  the 
greater  part  of  the  tribes  that  occupy  the  iflands 
of  the  Great  Ocean,  but  who,  in  fome  re- 
fpe6i:s,  appear  to  me  to  differ  from  them,  and  to 
offer  fome  varieties  in  the  fpecies.  I  have  the 
more  willingly  devoted  myfelf  to  this  tafk,  as  the 
too  fhort  flay  of  the  Englifh  at  Santa  Christina 
permitted  them  not  to  give  to  their  obfervations 
on  the  country  and  on  the  men  by  whom  it  is  inha- 
bited, all  the  extent  required  for  the  knowledge  of 
a  land  flill  new  to  Europeans,  and  of  which  the 
ancient  vifit  of  the  Spaniards  afforded  us  notions 
too  imperfe(?t  to  enable  us  to  fix  our  ideas.  Mr. 

G  2  George 
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George  Forster  regrets  having  had  too  little 
time  to  ftudy  a  people  who,  from  what  he  him- 
felf  had  an  opportunity  of  judging  of  them,  "  feem- 
ed  to  be  weii  worth  the  contemplation  of  philofo- 
phic  travellers  Î  am  far  from  pretending  to 
fuppîy  all  that  may  be  wanting  in  the  account  of 
this  learned  obferver,  and  in  that  of  Captain  Cook; 
f  lliall  be  fatisfied  if  I  have  been  able  to  add  fome 
touches  to  the  pidure  already  begun.  Perhaps 
thefe  voyagers  might  be  reproached  with  being 
too  much  ftruck  by  what  they  faw  and  ftudied 
at  Taheitee,  fo  that  they  fee  Taheitee  every 
where,  and  every  thing  at  Taheitee  ;  and  I  wifh, 
on  the  contrary,  that  I  may  not  have  fubjeded 
myfelf  to  the  fame  reproach,  of  having,  if  I 
may  ufe  the  expreffion,  chofen  to  particularize  too 
much  the  natives  of  the  Mendoça  Iflands  ;  of 
having  exaggerated  their  virtues  and  their  vices 
in  order  to  give  them  a  charader  that  may  be  pe- 
culiar to  themfelves,  and  diftinguifli  them  from 
the  nations  to  which,  under  other  points  of  view, 
they  may  bear  fome  refemblance.  I  have  painted 
them  as  they  have  appeared  to  me  from  the  fads 
which  I  have  been  able  to  colled,  and  future  na- 
vigators will  have  it  in  their  power  to  corred  the 
copy,  when  they  have  the  original  before  their 
eyes. 

*  See  C.  FûrJîirWù'yzgÇy  vol.  ii.  page  32. 
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The  Mendoça  Iflands,  commonly  called  in 
French  Les  Marquises,  are  five  in  number: 
San  Pedro,  or  o-Niteio,  in  the  language  of  the 
country,  Santa  Christina,  or  Wahitaho,  and 
La  Dominica,  or  o-Hivahoa  *,  forming  a  groups 
La  Madalena,  at  the  diflance  of  eight  leagues 
to  the  fouth  by  eafl  from  the  middle  of  the  group  ; 
and  Hood's  Ifland,  diftant  five  leagues  and  a  half 
from  the  moft  eaftern  point  of  La  Dominica. 
This  lafl.  Hood's  liland,  the  mod  northern  of  the 

*  It  appears  that  it  is  very  difficulj:  to  catch  properly  the 
founds  and  articulations  of  a  word  which  is  pronounced  by 
the  natives  of  the  iflands  of  the  Great  Ocean  :  we  may  judge 
of  this  from  the  different  manner  in  which  they  are  written  by 
the  Europeans  who  have  heard  them.  We  fhall  not  be  afto- 
nifhed  that  it  was  not  the  fame  when  the  navigators  arc  not 
of  the  fame  nation,  becaufe  each  has  its  pronunciation  and  its 
orthography  ;  but  thefe  differences  are  to  be  found  in  the 
manner  in  which  voyagers  of  the  fame  nation,  belonging  to 
the  fame  fhip,  pronounce  and  write  the  fame  words.  We 
have  an  inftance  of  this  in  the  names^  which  the  different  ac- 
counts have  given  to  the  Mendoça  Iflands,  from  the  natives 
of  thefe  iflands  from  whom  they  learnt  them  :  each  has  wntten 
them  as  he  could  underffand  them. 


2:A-N  PED.ro.  s  ant. 'I  CHRISTINA,  DOMINICA^ 
G.Fojî.r.       Onateyo         V/aitahoo  fa  j  Fieevaroa. 

R.  Fojier.  ")  r  Waiiahoo  "J 

On  Tupia\  >  o-Nateya  1^       or  >  Hava-ro«; 

Chart.    J  t  VVattare-oora  j 
W.  Wales.    Onateayo        Ohitahoo  Qbevahoa. 

French  Pro-  \  Rob/et»         Oneteyo  e-Vaïtahoa  Ohivahoa. 

nunciatîon.  I  ChanaL         o-Niteïo         Wahitaho  o-Hivahoa. 


Englifli  Pro- 
nunciation. 


We  are  not  certain  whether  this  name  be  that  of  the  wbojç  ifland,  or  ^he 
particular  name  of  the  Bay  of  ta  Afadre  de  Dhi, 
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archîpeîago,  had  not  been  perceived  by  Ment 
DANA,  who  firft  difcovered  La  Madaluna,  fleered 
to  the  northward  for  San  Pedro,  then  ranged 
along  the  fouth  coaft  of  La  Dominica,  palTed 
through  the  channel  which  feparates  this  ifland 
from  that  of  Santa  Christina,  and  put  into  a 
bay,  fituated  about  the  middle  of  the  well  coaft 
of  this  laft,  which  he  named  Puerto  de  la  Ma- 
dré DE  Dios.    In  (leering  this  courfe,  Mendana 
could  not  perceive  the  mofl  northern  ifland,  which 
muft  have  been  concealed  from  him  by  the  high 
lands  of  La  Dominica.    Captain  CpoK,  who 
was  a  little  to  the  north-eafl  of  the  group,  when 
he  had  the  firft  view  of  it,  firfl  difcovered  that 
ifland  to  the  northward,  which  he  named  Hood's 
Ifiand,  from  the  name  of  the- young  midihipman 
who  difcovered  it.    He  then  paffed  through  the 
channel  of  La  Dominica,  and  flood  in  and  drop- 
ped anchor  on  the  wefl  coafl  of  Santa  Christi- 
na, in  a  bay  which  is  the  fame  as  that  occupied 
by  Mendana,  under  the  name  of  Puerto  de 
la  Madre  de  Dios.    Cook  perfectly  admitted 
and  proclaimed  the  identity  of  the  two  bays  ;  but 
not  being  able,  no  doubr,  to  efcape  the  influencé 
of  the  national  genius,  and  being  defirous  that  Las 
Marquesas  de  Mendoça  fliould,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  bear  the  feal  of  England,  he  deprived  this 
bay  of  the  name  which  it  had  received  from  the  firfl 
difcoverer,  and  which  it  has  preferved  for  two  cen- 
turies, in  order  to  fubflitute  that  of  his  own  ihip  ; 

he 
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he  named  it  Resolution  Bay  :  and  yet  It  was  not 
the  Resolution  that  difcovere  it.  Moft  aflured- 
ly  I  (hall  not  accufe,  I  fliall  not  fufped  Cook  of 
having  wifhed  to  retaliate  on  the  Spaniards,  who 
unmercifully  fubftitute  the  names  of  their  faints  to 
thofe  which  the  heretics  have  given  to  the  har- 
bours that  they  have  difcovered  ;  and  undoubtedly 
he  thought  that,  to  preferve  their  names  to  the 
iflands  was  proving  fufficiently  his  refpe6l  for  an^ 
cient  denominations  :  I  fhall  merely  fay  that  I  know 
not  whether  it  can  aîFord  great  fatisfadion  to  vanity 
to  impofe  a  new  name  on  a  harbour,  on  a  cape,  &c, 
which  another  has,  long  fmce,  difcovered  ancj 
named  ;  but  certainly  it  is  introducing  into  the  no- 
menclature of  places  a  confufion  which,  fometimes, 
jnuft  embarrafs  navigators,  after  having  embarraffed 
geographers,  and  which,  in  the  end,  opens  a 
door  to  anachronifms.  Let  new  comers  do  what 
they  pleafe  ;  fooner  or  later,  Hiftory  and  Geogra- 
phy, doing  juftice  in  regard  to  thefe  fubflitutions, 
redore  to  each  place  the  name  which  it  ought  to 
bear,  and  the  difcovery  to  whom  it  belongs  *. 

The 

*  In  1788,  the  Spanifii  government  publifiied  an  excellent 
account  of  a  voyage  made  to  the  Strait  of  Magellan^  in  I7^^5 
and  1786,  by  the  frigate  Santa  Maria  de  la  Cabezay  in  order 
to  examine  minutely  the  two  coafts  of  the  ftrait,  vilit  the 
bays,  harbours,  &c.  ;  and  this  account  is  accompanied  by  a 
new  chart  which  appears  conftrufted  with  much  attention  : 
endeavour  to  confult  this  map  in  reading  the  voyages  oîDrakey 
Cavendifîjy  Simon  de  Cordes,  Narlorougby  Beauchejney  Byrouy 
IVa/Hs,  Bougainville,  and   others  ;  feek  there  the  names  of 

G  4.  '  the 
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l'Ile  whole  group  of  the  Mendoça  Iflands  oc- 
cupies rather  more  than  a  degree  in  latitude,  and 
rather  lefs  than  half  a  degree  in  longitude.  The 
fituation  of  the  Port  of  La  Madre  de  Dros  v/as 
determined,  in  1774?  with  a  corrednefs  fufficient 
for  the  fafety  of  navigation,  by  Mr.  Wales,  aftro- 
nomer  on  board  the  Resolution  :  its  latitude  is 
9"  55'  30''  fouth,  and  its  longitude  141"*  28'  55" 
weft  from  Paris  f.  The  fituation  of  the  other 
iflands  was  deduced  from  that  of  this  firft  point, 
by  means  of  the  chronometer,  and  by  courfes, 
bearings,  and  diftances  eftimaied  by  the  eye.  Our 
navigators  vvho  made  ufe  of  the  chart  of  the 
Mendoça  Iflands,  which  Captain  Cook  conftrud:- 
ed,  and  which  he  has  publiflied  with  the  account 
of  his  fécond  voyage,  thought  it  very  correal  ;  and 
they  bear  the  fame  teftimony  to  the  Plan  and  the 
View  of  the  Bay  of  La  Madre  de  Dios,  to  the 


the  harbours  and  bays  where  thefe  navigators  anchored  ;  feek 
there  the  names  of  the  capes  of  which  they  give  bearings  ; 
you  will  fancy  yourfelf  tranfported  into  4  channel  different 
froni  that  of  the  Strait  of  Magellan.  However,  the  Spaniards 
are  not  the  only  navigators  to  whom  the  reproach  of  changing 
primitive  names  ought  to  be  addreffed  ;  it  may  be  faid  that, 
in  general,  they  all  have  merited  it  more  or  lefs  ;  and,  if  I 
particularly  fpecify  the  former,  it  is  becaufe  having,  as  they 
had  a  right  to  do,  impofed  on  almofl  all  the  points  of  the 
coafts  of  the  New  World  which  they  difcovered,  fuch  names  as 
they  were  pleafed  to  give,  and  no  one  ever  having  attempted 
to  change  thefe  names,  they  ought  at  leaft  to  refpe6l  the  fmall 
number  pf  thofe  which  indicate  the  difcoveries  of  other  nations, 
t  5*ifrNote  XXX, 
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dcfcription  which  that  accurate  navigator  has  given 
of  the  lands  under  different  afpeéls,  and  of  his  fail- 
ing diredions,  as  well  relative  to  the  navigation  be- 
tween the  iflands,  as  to  the  land-marks  which 
ferve  to  diftiiiguilh  this  bay  from  thofe  which,  on 
the  fame  coafl,  are  fituated  more  to  the  fouth- 
ward. 

Let  us  examine  in  facceffion  each  of  the  iflands 
under  fuch  points  of  view  as  may  not  be  uninte- 
refling. 

Méndana  is  the  only  navigator  who  had  an 
opportunity  of  acquiring  a  particular  knowledge  of 
the  Ifland  of  La  Madalena,  which  is  fituated  in 
10"  25'  30  '  fouth  latitude,  and  141°  9'  15"  weft 
longitude  :  the  Englifh  and  French  perceived  it 
only  at  a  diftance,  and  ought  to  have  been  filent 
in  regard  to  what  concerns  it  :  therefore  it  is  only 
in  QuiRos's  letter  to  Morga,  and  from  the  ac- 
count of  Figue Ro A,  that  we  can  learn  f  me  parti- 
culars refpecling  this  firfi:  ifland.  According  to 
Figue Ro A,  its  circuit  is  ten  Spanifh  leagues  of  fe- 
venteen  and  a  half  to  a  degree,  or  eleven  marine 
leagues  and  one  third  of  twenty  to  a  degree  ;  it  is 
no  more  than  fix  Spnnifh  leagues  in  (^iros's  letter, 
and  it  is  about  fix  marine  leagues  in  Cook's  chart  ; 
but  as  the  latter  perceived  this  ifland  only  at  a  dif- 
tance  of  eleven  leagues  to  the  fouthward,  he  had 
it  not  in  his  power  to  eftimate  its  circuit  ;  and  it  is 
probable  that  he  regulated  it  from  Quiros's  letter, 
which  is  much  better  known  from  the  tranflation 
14  given 
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given  of  It  by  Mr.  Dalrymple  in  his  Hijlorkal 
Colledion^  he.  than  is  the  narrative  of  Figueroa. 
I  fhall  not  decide  between  Figueroa  and  Quiros  ; 
no  mean  prefents  itfelf  for  me  to  judge  on  which 
fide  b'es  the  miflake  or  the  error  of  the  prefs. 

Mendana*  made  the  land  on  the  fouth  coafl 
of  La  Madalena,  and  approached  very  near  the 
fliore,  in  the  part  of  the  ifland  where  is  fituated 
a  harbour  which  is  diflinguilhable  by  a  mountain 
that  commands  it.  Scarcely  could  the  fhips  be 
perceived  from  it,  when  there  came  out  a  flotilla  of 
feventy  canoes  of  different  fizes,  carrying  about 
four  hundred  men  :  the  largefl  carried  ten, 
and  the  fmalleft,  only  three  :  each  man  was  pro^ 
vided  with  a  paddle,  and,  in  paddling,  they  all  kept 
ftroke  ;  others  followed  fwimming.  Thefe  canoes 
had,  on  each  fide,  an  outrigger,  conftrudted  of 
bamboos,  which,  taking  its  fulcrum  or  point  of  reft 
on  the  fvtrface  of  the  fea,  prevents  them  from 
overfetting. 

The  canoes  foon  approached  the  fhip  within 
hail.  The  men,  who  were  in  them,  made  figns 
with  their  hand,  and,  pointing  to  the  harbour, 
invited  the  ftr angers  to  land  there  :  they  fpoke 
very  loud,  and  frequently  repeated  the  words 
Atalut  and  Analut,  They  offered  the  Spaniards  co- 
coa-nuts, a  fort  of  pafte  wrapped  up  in  leaves  of 
trees,  a  bafket  of  walnuts,  fome  excellent  plan* 

*  Figueroa  Hechos^  Sec,  pages  241  to  245. 

tains 
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tains,  and  fome  pieces  of  bamboo,  ferving  as  cups, 
and  filled  with  fr^^fh  water.    The  Spaniards  feized 
one  of  thefe  Iflandcrs  by  the  hand,  made  him 
come  into  the  fliip,  and,  by  dint  of  carelTes  and 
prelents,  fucceeded  in  detaining  him  there.  En- 
couraged by  thefe  marks  of  good  will,  this  one 
prevailed  on  feveral  of  his  companions  to  join 
him  ;  and  prefently  there  were  reckoned  upwards 
of  forty  on  board  the  Capltam.    The  flature  of 
the  Spaniards  appeared  below  the  middle  fize, 
in  comparifon  with  that  of  the  iflanders  :  one  of 
them  was  a  head  taller  than  the  talleft  man  in  the 
fhip  ;  and  the  latter,  however,  was  of  a  remarkable 
fize.    They  fang  and  danced,  and  called  loudly  to 
fuch  of  their  companions  as  had  remained  in  the 
canoes,  and  to  whom  they  difplayed  the  prefents 
which  they  had  received  from  the  ftrangers.  But, 
ere  long,  the  prevailing  vice  of  the  iflanders  of  the 
Great  Ocean  was  manifefted  ;  they  began  by 
pilfering  every  thing  that  they  could  lay  their  hands 
on  :  prefently  they  became  fo  troublefome,  that  the 
Admiral  gave  them  to  underftand  by  figns,  that 
they  muft  leave  the  fhip,  and  again  take  to  their 
canoes.    But  as  they  appeared  little  difpofed  to 
comply  with  this  order,  Mendana  dire6led  a 
great  gun   to   be  fired  off,  in  order  to  terrify 
them  by  an  explofion  which  they  could  not  ex- 
ped  :  in  fa6l,  it  occafioned  them  fuch  a  fright,  that 
they  jumped  overboard  fr«m  the  gang-way,  and 

fwam 
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iwam  away  to  their  fcattered  canoes.    One  fingle 
iilander  remained  clinging  to  the  main  rigging 
and  did  not  let  go  his  hold,  in  order  to  drop  into 
the  water,  till  a  foldier  had  wounded  him  in  the 
àand  with  a  fword.    Having,  by  fwimming,  reach- 
ed one  of  the  canoes,  he  fhewed  his  wound  to  his 
companions  who  took  him  on  board  :  the  fight  of 
blood  excited  the  indignation  of  them  all  ;  this  was 
the  fignal  for  combat.    One  of  them,  who  carried 
an  umbrella  made  of  palm- leaves,  directed  the  ca- 
noes to  draw  up  in  order  of  battle  ;  while  an  old 
man,  remarkable  for  his  long  beard,  fiercely  threat- 
ened the  Spaniards  with  his  looks  and  geflures 
fometimes  he  grafped  his  beard  with  both  his 
hands  ;  at  other  times  he  curled  his  whifkers  ; 
l!anding  up  in  his  canoe,  he  alone  appeared  to  give 
orders  to  the  fleet,  and  feemed  to  provide  for  every 
thing.   The  harlh  found  of  a  fea-conch  decided  the 

*  Fingré,  in  the  extraél  which  he  has  given  from  Figueroa% 
narrative  (Mémoires  pour  le  pnfage  de  Venus ^  page  0^2 trae- 
fatcs  this  paflage  duis  :  "  One  alone  held  fail  to  1;he  foot  of 

a  table,  without  there  being  a  pofTibility  of  making  him  let 

go  his  hold,  till  a  foldier  wounded  him  in  the  hand,  &c/^ 
I  am  of  opinion   that  he  has  not  underltood  the  original 
which  fays  :  **  ^ledo  folo  una  calgado  en  las  mefas  may  ores  de 
guarnîcion,  fin  que  fuijfe  pojfihle  ha%erk  defaferrar,  hajîa  qne 

unjoldado  loh'irio  con  la  ejpada  en  una  mano  :  dexo  'fe  caercan 
f  efio.'^  1  obferve  that  Içs  mefas  mayo  res  de  la  guarn'icion 
(literally  the  great  tables  of  the  rigging)  are  Ûit  main  chains 
vaales  or  chains  ;  and  the  exjpreffions  colgado  (hanging  or  fuf- 
pended)  and  Jf.vo  fe  cuer  (he  dropped)  cannot  be  applied  to  a 
wan  who  bad  feized  hold  of  the  leg  of  a  tabls  in  the  fhip,  and  was 
forced  to  let  it  go, 

moment 
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moment  of  attack.    Mod  of  the  îfîanders  bran- 
difhed  their  lances,  and  dared  their  aggreiïbrs  to 
battle  ;  fome  darted  them  in  the  manner  of  a  jave- 
lin againfl:  the  Spaniards  5   others,  dexterous  ia 
handling  a  fling,  threw  at  the  Capitana  fome  ftones, 
by  which  a  foldier  was  ftruck  :  at  length,  the  peo- 
ple in  one  of  the  canoes  had  the  boldnefs  to  come 
and  faften  a  line  to  the  (hip's  bowfprit,  and  made 
ufelefs  efforts  to  tow  her  towards  the  ihore.  The 
conquerors  of  the  New  World,  accuftomed  to  con- 
fider  an  hidian  as  an  animal  of  a  fpecies  inferior 
to  man,  could  no  longer  endure  the  provocation, 
and  the  infult  of  a  being  degraded  in  their  eyes, 
over  whom,  for  a  century  pad,  they  triumphed  by 
terror;  Mendana  ordered  a  difcharge  of  mufket- 
ry.  Fortunately  the  powder  was  damp  ;  few  of  the 
pieces  went  off,  but  yet  in  fufficient  number  for 
five  or  fix  iflanders  to  be  laid  low.    We  cannot 
forgive  Quiros,  who  had  been  a  witnefs  of  this 
horrible  fcene,  nor  the  hifforian  Figueroa,  whom 
it  ought  to  have  (hocked,  the  fort  of  fatisfadion 
with  which  they  both  defcribe  the  noife  and  con- 
fufion  that  reigned  in  the  canoes,  and  the  fright  of 
thofe  poor  creatures,  fome  of  whom,  throwing 
themfelves  into  the  fea,  remained  clinging  and 
hanging  with  their  hands  to  the  gunnels  of  their 
canoes  ;  while  others  concealed  themfelves  behind 
their  companions,  in  order  to  make  a  buckler 
them,  when  they  faw  themfelves  aimed  at.  But 
this  powder,  the  dampnefs  of  which  had  pre- 
vented 
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vented  a  greater  deflrucllon  of  men,  was  too  foon 
replaced  by  fome  of  a  more  aclive  quality  :  the 
flaughter  recommenced  :  and,  in  a  fécond  difcharge, 
the  brave  Admiral  of  the  canoes  and  nine  other  of 
bis  warriors  were  ftruck  by  the  fatal  lead,  and  loft 
their  lives  ;  a  greater  number  were  wounded  and 
driven  inro  the  fea.  The  fleet  of  canoes  di^Derfed  : 
and  the  Spaniards  were  beginning  to  direâ:  their 
courfe  to  the  offing,  as  the  ftorm  retires  after  hav- 
ing defolated  the  earth,  when  the  ifianders  detached 
one  of  their  canoes,  conducted  only  by  three  men, 
one  of  whom,  uttering  fome  words,  difplayed  in 
one  hand  a  green  bough,  and  in  the  other,  a  piece 
of  white  cloth.  It  was  thought  that  this  was  a 
lignai  of  peace,  a  requeft  lor  capitulation.  The 
ifianders  fignified,  by  marks  of  invitation  and 
friendfliip,  that  they  wifhed  that  the  Ihips  would 
come  and  anchor  in  their  harbour  ;  but  this  was 
refufed  :  and  thefe  worthy  Indians,  appearing  to 
have  forgot  all  the  mifchief  that  had  been  done 
them,  and  all  that  which  it  had  been  meant  to  do 
them,  before  they  retired,  offered  as  a  homage 
to  their  aflTaffins,  cocoa-nuts,  plantains,  and  other 
produdions  of  this  hofpitable  ifland,  where  the 
Spaniards,  in  return  for  that  favour,  left  widows 
and  orphans. 

QuiRos  had  had  leifure  to  examine  the  perfons 
of  the  ifianders,  who  had  paiTed  fome  hours  on 
board  of  the  Capiiana-^  and  he  gives  us  a  de- 

fcription 
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fcription  of  them  which  differs  not  from  that  given 
in  the  narrative  of  Figue ro a: 

The  natives  of  the  ifland  of  La  Madalena 
are  almoft  white  ;  they  have  regular  and  agreea- 
ble features,  fine  eyes,  a  mild  look,  white  and 
regular  teeth.    The  greater  part  have  light  hair  *  ; 
they  wear  it  long  and  loofe  like  women;  but 
fome  of  them  turn  it  up  and  twifl:  it  on  their 
head.    Their  rofy  complexion  befpeaks  health  and 
flrength,  which  is  alfo  manifefled  by  the  found  of 
their  voice.    They  are  well  made,  of  a  tall  fta- 
ture,  and  handfome  ftiape.     Their  hands,  legs, 
and  feet  are  ftrong,  and  tlieir  fingers  long.  They 
go  entirely  naked.     Their  face  and  their  body 
are  tattooed  with  blue,  and  covered  with  drawings 
of  fifhes  and  other  figures.    The  beauty  of  the 
young  boys  was  particularly  remarked  by  the  Spa- 
niards; and  QuiRos  could  not  help  lamenting, 
when  he  faw  that  fuch  perfe6t  works  of  the  Creator 
are  thus  Scattered  and  loft  in  the  midft  of  In- 
fidels. 

The  ifland  which  Mendana  had  juft  difco- 
vered  received  the  name  of  La  Madalena,  be- 
caufe  he  had  the  firft  view  of  it,  on  the  eve  of  St, 

*  The  original  has  rubio^  which  fignifies  fair  :  it  might  be 
imagined  that  the  narrative  meant  red  ;  but  the  Spaniards 
exprefs  this  latter  colour  of  hair  by  hermejo  or  pelo  de  cofrc  ; 
this  exprefiion  /n«i;é-/W/-,  alludes  to  the  covering  of  a  trunk, 
for  which  purpofe  is  employed  a  cow*s  hide  with  its  hair 
that  is  commonly  red  or  rufous. 

Mag- 
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Magdalen^  Day.  According  to  the  account  of 
the  Spaniards,  the  part  which  they  reconnoitred 
prefents  a  bold  coafl:  of  a  beautiful  afpeâ:  :  the 
land  near  the  fea-fhore  is  elevated,  though  com- 
manded by  feveral  mountains.  The  habitations 
are  difperfed  in  the  vallies.  The  harbour  is  fitu- 
ated  on  the  fouth  coaft.  It  was  thought  that 
the  ifland  muft  be  well  peopled  ;  for,  independ- 
ently of  the  confiderable  number  of  inhabitants 
who  came  out  to  meet  the  (hips,  the  beach  ap- 
peared to  be  covered  with  them. 

QuiROS,  according  to  Figueroa,  deduced  the 
latitude  of  the  ifland  from  an  obfervation  of  the 
fun's  meridian  altitude,  and  fixed  it  at  10® 
fouth  :  Captain  Cook  reckons  that  it  muft  be  in 
10**  25',  and  this  fame  difference  of  25  minutes, 
is  again  to  be  found  in  the  latitudes  which  they 
both  have  afTigned  to  the  harbour  of  La  Mad  re 
DE  Dios  in  the  Iiland  of  Santa  Christina  : 
according  to  Quiros,  it  is  9°  30';  and  9®  55', 
according  to  Captain  Cook. 

C^iRos  had  calculated  that  the  diftance  from 
La  Madalena  to  Lima  was  one  thoufand  Spa- 
nish leagues  *,  or  about  one  thoufand  one  hundred 
and  forty  three  marine  leagues,  which,  between 
the  parallels  of  10  and  12  degrees,  anfwer  to  5^ 
degrees  of  longitude  :  Lima  is  in  79""  9'  30"  weft 
from  Paris;  thus  La    Madalena,  according 

*  Fi^uet'Qa,  nuchas,  ^c.  page  245. 

to 
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to  the  calculation  of  the  Spaniards,  would  be  in 
137°  Q)  30".  In  deducing  the  pofition  of  this 
ifland  from  that  of  Santa  Christina,  which 
Cook's  obfervations  have  determined,  we  find 
that  it  ought  to  be  placed  in  141°  9'  15"*  ;  the 
error  in  Quiros's  reckoning  muft  therefore  be 
four  degrees,  or  about  feventy-nine  marine 
leagues  t  ;  but  as  the  error  in  his  latitude  was  only 

25  mi- 

*  The  Original  Alïronomïcal  Ohfervations  made  in  a  Voyage 
towards  the  South  Pole,  &c.  p.  323.  ^ 

f  It  may  be  remarked  that  the  error  in  the  longitude 
alFigned  by  ^iros  is  in  the  fame  diredlion  as  that  of  the  lon- 
gitude by  account  on  board  the  So/ide  ;  it  is  four  degrees, 
or  feventy-nine  leagues,  a/iern  of  the  flilp  ;  and  the  one  differs 
nor  materially  from  the  other  in  regard  to  quantity  :  the  error 
of  the  Solide  is  greater  by  about  two  thirds  of  a  degree. 
Captain  Marchand \\d.à  croffed  the  Great  Ocean  diagonally,  fol- 
lowing nearly  a  north-weft  line  ;  and  Adendana  fleered  nearly 
weft.  It  might  thence  be  concluded  that,  in  whatever  dircclioa 
a  fhip  crofTes  this  part  of  the  ocean,  the  tendency  of  the  cur- 
rents is,  in  general,  towards  the  tueji  ;  and  that,  if,  in  de- 
termining the  longitude,  no  other  means  be  employed  than  the 
ordinary  methods  of  navigation,  there  mufl  always  be  errors 
ajlern  of  the  fhip.  A'îendana^s  voyage,  from  the  coaft  of 
America  to  the  iflands,  lafled  thirty -five  days,  and  the  error 
was  feventy-nine  leagues  ajiern  ;  the  mean  error,  or  the  effeft 
of  the  movements  of  the  waters  which  drifted  the  fhip  to  the 
wcftward,  was  then  about  two  leagues  and  a  quarter,  or  nearly 
feven  miles  in  twenty-four  hours  ;  and  this  rate  approaches 
that  of  the  general  movement  of  the  waters  between  the  tro- 
pics, which  is  well  known  to  be  from  eaft  to  weft,  and 
which  is  eftimated  at  eight  or  nine  miles  a  day.  The  Solids 
experienced,  from  the  currents,  effefts  more  confiderable  :  for 
it  may  be  feen  in  the  general  Table,  which  prefents  the  effed 
of  the  currents  on  the  direclion  and  progrefs  of  the  jhipt  in  the 

VOL.  I.  H  different 
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25  minutes  or  eight  leagues  and  one  third,  a  fhip 
which  fhould,  a  hundred  leagues  to  the  eaftward 

different  latitudes  that  JJoe  crojfed,  (Vol.  ii.)  that  fince  fhe  had 
reached  the  parallel  of  the  South  tropic,  and  in  (landing 
again  towards  the  equator,  fhe  was  carried  daily  to  the  weft- 
ward  at  a  rate  commonly  greater  than  feven  miles  ;  it  even 
amounted  to  26  and  34  miles,  as  foon  as  fhe  began  to  fail 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  parallel  of  1  o*.  If  we  take  a  mean 
term,  between  all  the  progreffcs  to  the  weftward,  according 
to  obfervation,  compared  with  the  progrefTes  by  account  frorri 
the  tifne  that  file  nad  reached  the  tropic  till  fhe  came  to  the 
parallel  of  the  iilands,  it  will  be  found  that  the  mean  rate  at 
which  fhe  was  carried  to  the  weftward  in  twenty-four  hours, 
is  nearly  ten  miles  and  a  half:  it  is  to  the  eaftward  of  the 
iilands  that  the  movement  of  the  waters  produced  the  greateft 
c^ecl  ;  and  their  direélioii  was  towards  the  weft,  declining 
from  7  to  J  8  degrees  towards  the  fouth. 

Alendanas  route  gives  roôm  to  a  fécond  remark.  He  had; 
failed  (Fi^uerea,  page24l)  on  the  16th  June,  from  Poyta^ 
which  is  more  to  the  weftward  than  Lima  by  about  eighty 
leagues  ;  he  fays  that  the  -Mendoca  Iilands  are  diftant  from 
Lima  one  thoufand  one  hundred  and  forty-three  marine 
leagues  (one  thoufand  Spani/Jj  leagues)  ;  they  are  then  diftant 
from  Payta,  according  to  his  calculation,  one  thoufand  and 
fixty-three  marine  leagues  ;  but  as  his  reckoning  was  feventy- 
nine  leagues  ajlern  of  the  fhip,  when  he  made  the  land  on  the 
Mendoga  Mands,  if  we  reftore  them  in  order  to  correâ:  the 
error  of  the  courfe,  we  have  for  the  real  diftance  from  Payta 
to  the  iilands,  one  thoufand  one  hundred  and  forty-two 
leagues.  This  diftance  was  run  in  the  fpace  of  thirty- five 
days  (the  liland  of  La  Madalcna  had  been  difcovered  on  the 
2iftof  July.  Figueroay  page  241);  thus  the  mean  progrefo 
ofthefnip  was  thirty  two  leagues  and  two-thirds  a  day  :  It 
would  be  only  thirty  leagues,  if  we, did  not  corredl  the  error 
of  the  courfe.  This  obfervation  is  not  ufelefs  when  it  iâ 
wifhed  to,eftimate  in  leagues  the  day^s  rate  of  failing  of  the 
ancient  navigators,  who  frequently  employ  the  expreflion  of 
Day  tq  indicate  the  diftaace  from  one  place  to  another. 
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of  the  137th  meridian  weft  from  Paris,  get  into 
the  parallel  of  9**  30',  which  is  the  mean  between 
the  latitude  of  La  Madalena  and  that  of  Santa 
Christina,  as  indicated  by  Quiros,  could 
not  fail  to  meet  with  the  Archipelago  of  the 
Marquesas  :  and  thus  it  was  that  Captain  Cook 
found  it. 

On  quitting  the  ifland  of  La  Madalena,  the 
Spaniards  difcovered  that  which  they  named  San 
Pedro,  fituated  in  9°  58'  fouth  latitude,  and 
141°  11'  15''  weft  longitude:  they  fuppofe  that 
its  circuit  is  three  or  four  leagues  ;  and  Captain 
Cook  eftimates  it  at  three.  They  did  not  ap- 
proach it  fufficiently  to  know  whether  it  be  inha- 
bited ;  but,  according  to  their  account  *,  this 
ifland  has  the  moft  promifmg  appearance,  and  its 
ground,  which  is  level  and  by  no  means  elevated, 
is  diverfified  by  large  patches  of  wood  and  fpots  of 
verdure.  From  this  defcription,  it  might  be  fup* 
pofed  that,  if  the  ifland  be  not  inhabited,  it  is  fuf- 
ceptible  of  being  fo  ;  but  modern  voyagers  do  not 
paint  it  in  colours  fo  agreeable  as  thofe  which  the 
Spaniards  have  employed  ;  Mr.  George  Forster. 
fays  merely  that,  San  Pedro  is  a  fmall  ifland,  of 
very  moderate  elevation,  which  does  not  appear 
either  fertile  or  populous  f,  and  Captain  Cha- 
kal  entertains  the  fame  opinion  :  "  this  ifland  is 
too  fmall/'  he  tells  us,  "  and  prefents  too  fterik 

*  Ftgueroûf'pzge  2^^, 

f  George  Forfler's  Voyage^  voL  ii.  page  6# 
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*^an  afped,  for  it,  if  it  be  inhabited,  to  be  able 
to  reckon  a  great  number  of  inhabitants." 

Mendana,  who  coafted  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
Ifland  of  La  Dominica,  reckoned  that  it  might 
be  fifteen  leagues  iiï  circumference*  ;  Captain  Cook, 
who  in  like  manner  ranged  along  its  fouth  coafl, 
fuppofes  that  its  circuit  may  be  about  fifteen  or 
fixteen  leagues.  It  is  fituated  in  40'  37"  fouth 
latitude,  and  141"  9'  15''  weft  longitude.  Figue- 
ROA  prefents  to  us  La  Dominica  as  an  ifland 
of  an  enchanting  afpe^l  :  according  to  him,  vaft 
plains  difplay  a  fn;iiling  verdure,  and  divide,  hills, 
which  rife  with  a  gentle  acclivity,  and  are 
crowned  by  tufted  woods  ;  while  a  numerous  po- 
pulation announces  the  richnefs  and  fertility  of 
the  foil. 

Mr.  George  Forster  faw  not  this  land  with  the 
fame  eyes  as  Mendana  and  Quiros.  According 
to  this  obferver,    "  Dominica  is  a    high  and 
mountainous  ifland,  of  which  the  north-eafï 
point  is  very  fleep  and  barren  ;  but  farther  to 
the  north,  (a  part  which  Mendana  had  no  op-  ' 
portunity  of  feeing,)  we   obferved,"  fays  he, 
"  fome  vallies  filled  with  trees,  amongfl  which  we 
"  now  and  then  difcovered  a  hut.    As  the  haze 
cleared  away,  we  faw  many  craggy  rocks  like 
fpires,  and  feveral  hollow  fummits  piled  up  in. 
the  centre  of  the  ifland,  which  prove  that  vol- 

*  Figueroai  ]p^gt  245. 
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"  canoes  and  earthquakes  had  been  a6live  there 
in  changing  the  face  of  the  country.  All  its 
eaflern  part  is  a  prodigious  fleep  and  almoft  per-*. 

"  pendicular  wall,  of  a  great  height,  which  forms 

^'  a  fharp  rid^e,  fiiattered  into  fpires  and  precis 

"  pices 

Would  not  he  who  has  read  thefe  two  defcrip- 
tions  be  tempted  to  believe  that  the  Spaniards  and 
the  Englifti  faw  not  the  fame  land,  if,  according  to 
the'  fituatibn  of  La  Dominica  in  regard  to  the 
other  illands  of  the  group,  according  to  its  extent 
and  the  direction  of  the  coaft,  which  are  the  fame 
in  the  two  accounts,  according  to  the  tracks  of 
Mendana  and  Cook,  delineated  in  their  jour- 
nals, there  could  arife  the  fmalleft  doubt  as  to  the 
identity  ?  But  if  we  admit  that  they  both  faw 
equally  well,  we  mufl  alfo  admit,  which  is  not  im- 
probable, that,  in  the  interval  of  the  two  cen- 
turies that  have  elapfed  between  the  two  voyages, 
the  Ifland  of  La  Dominica  has  experienced  the 
terrible  effect  of  one  of  thofe  great  convulfions 
of  nature  which  totally  disfigure  the  parts  of  the 
furface  of  the  globe  on  which  their  ravage  is  gx-. 
ercifed. 

The  fmall  ifland,  difcovered  by  Captain  Cook, 
and  by  him  called  Hood's  Ifland,  fituated  in 
9"*  26'  fouth  latitude,  and  141°  12  15"  wefli 
longitude,  at  the  difl:ance  of  five  leagues  and  a 


*  George  Former's  Foyage^xoL  II  page  6, 
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half  to  the  north  13*  wefl:  of  La  Dominica,  me- 
rits no  particular  mention  :  in  the  narrative  of  Mr, 
George  Forster  we  read  that  it  is  "  a  fmall 
"  bluff  ifland/'  but  the  fog  by  which  it  was  en- 
velopçd  did  not  allow  the  Englifli  to  take  an  exa6l 
view  of  it  ;  and  Captain  Marchand  perceived  it 
only  at  a  diftance. 

Here  then  are  we  arrived  at  the  illand  of  Santa 
Christina,  of  which  the  Spaniards,  the  Enghfh, 
and  the  French  have  furnifhed  us  with  circumfian- 
tial  details.  Their  accounts  fometimes  differ  from 
each  other  :  I  fhall  take  care  to  point  out  the 
differences  ;  and  I  leave  to  navigators  who  may, 
in  the  fequel,  land  on  this  ifland,  to  verify  which 
of  the  voyagers  have  been  moft  accurate  in  their 
obfervations. 

The  ifland  of  Santa  Christina  prefents  itfelf 
under  an  agreeable  afpeft  ;  it  is  very  lofty,  as 
well  as  all  the  other  iflands  of  the  group.  A  nar^ 
row  chain  of  high  hills  extends  throughout  its 
whole  length  ;  and,  from  the  fhore,  run  other 
chains  of  equal  elevation,  which,  branching  out, 
join  the  principal  chain.  Thefe  hills  are  fepa^ 
rated  by  confined  and  deep  vailles,  into  which  rufh 
fome  rivulets  or  rather  pretty  cafcades,  that  water 
every  part  of  the  ifland  :  fruit-trees  of  various  fpe- 
cies  here  promote  coolnefs,  and  procure  abundance 
for  its  happy  inhabitants. 

Captain  Cook  gives  the  Ifland  of  Santa  Chris- 
tina a  length,  from  north  to  fouth,  of  three 

leagues 
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leagues  of  twenty  to  a  degree,  and  a  circuit  of 
feven  leagues,  which  Quiros  had  thought  larger, 
fmce  he  carries  it  to  nine  Spanifh  leagues  of  feven- 
teen  and  a  half  to  a  degree  *  :  but,  as  neither  of 
them  examined  more  than  a  portion  of  the  weft: 
coafl  of  the  ifland,  its  abfolute  extent  and  circum- 
ference flill  remain  undetermined  ;  and  the  dimen- 
fions  which  are  afligned  to  it  in  the  chart  of  the 
Englifh  navigator,  can  be  confidered  only  as  mea- 
fares  fixed  by  approximation  ;  but  which  yet  de- 
ferve  more  confidence  than  thofe  which  Quiros 
had  an  opportunity  of  indicating,  and  which  Fi- 
gue roa  has  handed  down  to  us. 

The  following  defcription  of  the  Bay  of  La 
Madre  de  Dios  is  the  refult  of  all  the  accounts 
compared,  which  confirm  each  other,  or  fupply 
each  other's  deficiency  :  it  is  more  circumftantial 
than  that  of  the  Spaniards  ;  but,  in  the  main,  it 
does  not  differ  from  it  ;  and  theirs  would,  with- 
out any  othe.r  diredions,  be  fufficient  to  obviate  the 
poffibility  of  miftaking  Mendana's  La  Madre  de 
Dios. 

This  bay  f,  v/hich  is  fituated  about  the  middle 
of  the  weft  coaft  of  rhe  ifland,  under  the  moft  ele- 
vated part  of  the  land,  is  not  more  than  two  miles 

*  F'lgueroa,  page  245. 

f  The  plan  taken  of  this  bay  by  Captain  Cook,  and  pub- 
lilTied  in  the  account  of  his  fécond  voyage  (vol.  i.  page 
305),  was  found  by  the  French  navigators  to  be  perfeâ;ly 
'accurate. 
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acrofs  at  its  mouth  by  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in 
depth.  The  two  points  which  form  it  lie  with 
refped  to  each  other,  in  a  north  by  eaft  and  fouth 
by  weft  diredlion.  The  fouth  point  is  terminated 
by  a  fteep  rock,  on  the  fummit  of  which  rifes  a 
peak  that  cannot  be  perceived  from  the  ofEng, 
becaufe  it  is  concealed  by  the  high  lands  behind 
it.  A  bill  whofe  declivity  is  gentle,  terminates  at 
the  north  point,  which  is  formed  by  bold  and  ex- 
cavated rocks,  the  upper  part  of  which,  borne  in 
a  proje6ling  pofition,  reprefents  a  fort  of  demi- 
arch  :  this  north  point,  which  is  black  and  burnt, 
is  far  lefs  elevated  than  that  of  the  fouth  cove  i  it 
is  covered  with  cafuarinas^  thofe  large  trees  whofe 
hard  and  heavy  wood  is  employed  in  making 
clubs  and  other  weapons.  The  lands  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  bay  prefent  a  chain  of  high  hills  fiightly 
broken  at  their  fummits,  and  fteep  in  feveral 
places.  Mr.  George  Forster  gives  a  different 
defcription  of  the  high  lands  which  rife  at  the 
head  of  the  bay  :  he  fays  that  "  the  bottom  of 
'  the  harbour  is  filled  up  with  a  very  high  ridge, 
level  at  top,  and  refembling  the  2"^^/^- mountain 
"  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  With  the  e:^cep- 
tion  of  two  fmall  coves  which,  both,  receive  a 
rivulet,  and  where  an  acceflible  beach  is  to  be 
met  with,  the  remainder  of  the  circumference  of 

•  George  Farjîer's  Voyage,  yoL  ii.  page  9  and  10. 
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the  bay  exhibits,  throughout,  nothing  but  bold 
rocks,  clofe  to  which  the  lead  indicates  a  coral 
bottom  with  a  depth  of  water  of  twenty  fathoms 
and  upwards. 

Thefe  two  fmall  fandy  coves  are  feparated  by  a 
little  hill,  which  projeéls  into  the  fea  over  a  bed  of 
deep  rocks  whofe  fummit  is  clad  with  a  grafs, 
which,  according  to  the  account  of  Mr.  George 
FoRSTER,  rifes  to  half  the  height  of  a  man.  One 
of  thefe  coves  is  diftinguilTied  by  the  name  of  the 
NORTH  ccvE,  the  Other  by  that  of  the  south 
COVE.  Two  vallies,  well  covered  with  trees, 
terminate  at  the  north  cove,  and  a  pretty  ri- 
vulet, after  having  fertilized  the  lands,  affords, 
at  its  mouth,  a  good  watering-place  for  flip- 
ping *.     The  bay  prefents,    throughout,   at  a 

certain 

*  The  defcription  which  George  Forjler  has  given  of  this 
part  of  the  bay  (vol.  ii.  page  17.)  requires  an  obfervation  : 
this  is  what  he  fays  of  it  : 

**  A  iittle  hill,  covered  with  long  grafs  up  to  our  middle, 
and  broken  into  a  perpendicular  wail  to  the  fea,  juts  for- 
**  ward,  and  divides  this  beach  from  another  to  the  fouth- 
ward.    On  the  north  fide  of  this  hill,  we  found  a  fine  fpring 
of  clear  water,  in  the  very  place  where  the  Spanifh  naviga- 
"  tors  have  defcribed  it,  which  guflies  out  of  the  rock,  and  is 
**  collecied  in  a  little  bafon,  whence  it  flows  into  the  fea.  A 
^*  brook  runs  down  from  the  higher  hills  clofe  to  it  ;  another, 
**  more  confiderable,  defcends  on  the  middle  of  the  beach,  and 
*'  fupplied  us  with  water;  and  again  another  is  to  be  met 
**  -with  in  the  northern  corner." 

This  defcription  of  Mr.  Forjler  clearly  defignates  four  rivu- 
lets  in  the  north  cove,  reckoning  for  one  that  which  the  fpring 
produces. 

'  .  Captain 
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certain  diftance  from  the  rocks,  a  fandy  bottoah 
excellent  for  holding,  over  a  depth  of  water  which 

fhoals,  in  approaching  the  fhore,  from  thirty-fix  to 
fourteen  or  thirteen  fathoms.  Frefh  water  is 
conveniently  procured  in  the  north  cove,  and 
it  is  of  the  belt  quality  Wood  is  procured  here 
with  equal  facility.  Sometimes,  however,  the 
fweli  beats  fo  ftrong  on  the  coad,  and  the  furf  is 
fo  confiderable  on  the  beach,  when  the  wind 
blows  from  the  ofSng,  which  the  Solide  expe- 
rienced more  than  once  during  her  flay,  that  it  is 
no  eafy  matter  then  to  get  the  cafks  on  board 


Captain  CooPs  plan  indicates  but  two  in  tîiîs  fame  nortf:- 
cove  :  the  firft,  a  little  to  the  northward  of  the  fmall  hill^ 
which  muft  be  the  little  rivulet  of  the  fpring  ;  and  the  fécond, 
which  is  the  moft  confiderable,  and  where  he  filled  his  water, 
nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  cove.  His  narrative  fays  that 
*'  in  each  of  the  bays  is  a  rivulet  of  excellent  water  [no  doubt 
**  he  does  not  reckon  that  of  the  fpring]  ;  the  northern 

cove  is  the  moft  commodious  for  wooding  and  watering. 
*'  Here  is  the  little  waterftdl  mentioîied  by  !^nros,  Mendana'^s 

pilot  ;  but  the  town,  or  village,  is  in  the  other  cove.**  (See 
Coop  s  Second  Voyage,  vol.  i.  pages  307  and  308.) 

The  plan  and  the  narrative  of  Cook  leave  no  doubt  of  there 
being  only  one  rivulet  in  each  cove  ;  and  this  Captain  Chanal 
confirmed  to  me. 

I  cannot  conceive  what  can  have  led  Mr.  Forjier  into  an 
error  ;  he  defignates  foiir  rivulets  in  the  north  cove,  reckoning 
for  one  that  of  the  fpring;  and  he  fpeaks  not  of  that  in  the 
fouth  cove. 

*  Captain  Cook,  as  has  been  feen,  had  conceived  and  given  a 
different  idea  of  it  ;  for  he  fays  that  it  is  *'  not  very  convenient 
for  taking  in  wood  and  water."    (See  page  76.) 

again  : 
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again  :  but,  in  this  cafe,  and  in  all  others,  the 
natives  are  officioufly  eager  to  fwini  off  with  them  ; 
and  they  execute  this  fervice  with  furprifmg  dexte- 
rity. If  landing  on  the  beach  appears  too  dan- 
gerous, a  boat  may  go  on  fhore  on  the  north 
coaft,  where  it  is  convenient  to  debark  ;  but  it  is 
afterwards  not  a  little  difficult  to  walk,  for  the 
fpace  of  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  over  rocks  al- 
ways covered  at  high  water,  which  the-re  depofits 
a  flimy  and  flippery  fediment  :  this  fort  of  caufe- 
way  paffes  under  the  rocks  that  I  have  before  men- 
tioned, which  project  above  in  the  form  of  a  demi- 
arch,  and  through  which  the  rain-water  iilters  and 
00268  in  a  tolerably  large  quantity.  It  was  ob- 
ferved  that  the  fea  rifes  about  four  feet,  and  fome- 
times  lefs. 

The  Bay  of  La  Madre  de  Digs  lies  fouth 
15''  eaft  from  the  weft  point  of  La  Dominica: 
this  bearing,  which  was  well  verified,  furniffies 
an  indication  that  muft  prevent  all  miftake,  either 
in  coming  to  look  for  it  from  the  fouth  ward,  or 
northward  ;  and  the  navigator  need  not  be  afraid 
of  confounding  it  wâth  other  bays  which  prefent 
themfelves  more  to  the  fouthward.  But  as  the  wind, 
turned  afide  by  the  high  lands  of  La  Dominica, 
moft  frequently  takes  a  north-eaft  and  north-north- 
eaft  direction,  when  he  has  an  intention  of  anchor- 
ing in  La  MaDre  de  Dios,  he  ought  to  endeavour 
îoget  into  the  channel  to  the  northward  of  Santa 

Chris- 
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Christina,  which  is  from  two  to  three  miles 
wide  ;  and  if  he  wifiies  not  to  run  the  rifk  of  mifung 
the  anchorage,  it  is  proper,  in  coming  to  take  it, 
to  borrow  as  clofe  as  pofiible,  on  the  north  point 
of  the  bay.  He  will  be  in  a  good  birth,  if  he 
drops  his  anchor  a  little  within  the  two  points  ; 
where  he  will  have  from  twenty-five  to  twenty- 
leight  fathoms  over  a  bottom  of  fine  fand. 

Figue Ro A,  in  his  defcription  of  this  bay,  fays 
that,  on  the  north  fide  of  a  proje6ling  little  hill, 
which  feparates  the  two  coves,  and  at  the  height 
of  feven  or  eight  feet  above  the  foi],  is  feen  a 
fpring  of.  excellent  water,  the  flream  of  which  is 
of  the  thicknefs  of  a  man^s  ivrijl  *  ;  and  Captain 
Cook,  as  well  as  Mr.  George  Forster,  confirms 
the  report  of  the  Spaniards  f.  It  mud  be  concluded 
from  this  coincidence,  that  this  fpring  is  fubjedl 
to  great  variations  :  for  Captain  Chan  a  l,  who 
examined  it,  with  the  intention  of  verifying  and 
confirming  the  account  of  his  predeceiTors,  affirms 
that,  while  the  French  (laid  in  the  bay,  it  was  fo 
inconfiderable,  that,  if  the  Englifh  had  not  particu* 
larly  fpoken  of  it,  the  i4ea  of  mentioning  it  would 
never  have  occurred  to  him.  It  has  alfo  been  feen 
that,  during  the  flay  of  the  French  in  the  bay, 
although  it  had  rained  almoit  continually,  the  ri^ 

*  Figneroa^  P^g^  248. 

f  See  note,  page  105,  of  this  volume* 
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Yulet  in  the  fouth  cove  was  almoft  dry  *  :  Mr.  For- 
STER  makes  no  mention  of  this  rivulet,  and  Cook 
fays  merely  that  its  water  is  excellent  t  ;  but  it  ap- 
pears by  the  journal  of  the  latter,  that  at  the  pe- 
riod of  the  voyage  of  the  Englifh,  it  was  in  thé 
SOUTH  cove  that  the  town,  or  village,  was  fitu- 
ated  |,  and  it  is  not  prefumable  that  the  natives 
would,  in  order  to  affemble  their  habitations  there^ 
have  chofen  the  banks  or  the  vicinity  of  a  rivulet 
^vhich  had  had  no  water  :  we  mufl  therefore  be- 
lieve that,  at  this  period,  the  fouth  rivulet  had 
water  in  abundance  ;  and,  without  pretending  to 
aiïign  the  caufe  of  its  drying  up,  we  may  attribute 
to  its  want  of  water,  the  migration  of  the  natives, 
who,  at  the  period  of  the  flay  of  the  French,  ap- 
peared, for  a  confiderable  time  pafl,  to  have  de- 
ferted  the  south  cove,  fmce  they  found  there  but  a 
Very  fmall  number  of  inhabitants,  and  fome  fof- 
faken  huts  ||  ;  while  the  north  cove  which,  in 
Captain  Cook's  time,  was  the  leaft  peopled,  had 
fmce  acquired  a  great  population,  no  doubt,  by 
the  influx  of  the  emigrants  from  the  south  cove. 
Thefe  remarks  lead  us  to  think  that  the  fprings 
and  rivers  of  the  ifland  are  fubjeâ:  to  confiderable 
increafes  and  diminutions  ;  and  that  inundations  pr 

•  See  page  69  of  this  volumè. 
f  See  note,  page  106  iL 
t  Ib'id. 

11  See  page  69  lb. 

,  &  drought 
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drought  determine  the  natives  fometnnes  to  re- 
move their  dv^ellings  from  one  part  of  the  ifland 
to  another. 

The  voyage  of  the  Spaniards,  although  perform- 
ed at  a  much  more  diitant  period,  furnifhes  us  with 
another  indication  of  thefe  removals  ;  and  it  may 
cafily  be  conceived  that  they  muft  neither  be 
uncommon,  nor  difficult,  among  a  people  whofe 
moveable  property  is  not  cumberfome  to  carry 
about,  Vv^ho  travel  in  canoes,  and  to  whom  the 
fpontaneous  productions  of  nature  afford,  in  all 
places,  means  of  fubfiftence,  and  materials  fit  for 
the  conftrudlion  of  their  habitations.  According 
to  FiGUEROA  *,  Mend  AN  A  had  found  in  the 
NORTH  cove,  a  regular  hamlet  or  village  laid  out 
by  the  fquare,  one  branch  of  which  extended  from 
north  to  fouth,  and  the  other,  from  eaft  to  weft^ 
The  modern  navigators,  whether  Englifli  or 
French,  faw  not  "this  regular  village,  but  only  at 
a  rather  great  diftance  from  the  fhore,  fome  huts 
fcattered  about  in  the  vallies  and  on  the  fides  of 
the  hills,  and  intermingled  with  patches  of  wood. 

The  conftrudion  of  thefe  cabins  or  huts  is  very 
inferior  to  that  of  the  houfes  which  are  met  with 
in  the  Society  Iflands  ;  no  doubt  that,  being 
nearer  to  the  equino£lial  line,  by  about  feven  de- 
grees, the  Mendoçans  enjoying  a  more  conftant 

*  Figueroa^  P^ge  245,  repeated  by  miftake,  four  pageg 
after  another  which  bears  the  fame  numerals. 
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and  more  regular  warmth,  have  been  occupied 
only  in  protecling  themfelves  from  the  fcorching 
rays  of  the  fun,  and  the  waters  of  the  fky.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  rains  are  abundant,  and  the  inun- 
dations, undoubtedly,  common  ;  for  every  houfe 
is  built  on  a  platform  of  ilones,  raifed  a  little  above 
the  level  of  the  ground.  The  walls  are  formed 
with  bamboo-canes,  feven  or  eight  feet  in  height, 
placed  clofe  together;  and  the  roof,  the  middle 
of  which  rifes  nine  or  ten  feet  above  the  founda- 
tion, is  formed  by  other  bamboos  laid  in  a  paral- 
lel diredion  one  above  the  other,  and  covered  with 
leaves  of  a  fpecies  of  the  fan-palm,  according  to 
Surgeon  Roblet  ;  and  according  to  Captain 
Cook  and  Mr.  GeoPvGe  Forster,  leaves  of  the 
bread-fruit  tree  and  ratla  leaves.  Figueroa 
fays  that  the  roofs  are  ridged,  that  is,  they  cany 
off  the  water  by  a  double  Hope  *.  In  one  of  rhe 
fronts  are  feen  a  door  and  a  window  ;  and  all  the 
reft  is  filled  up.  Thefe  cabins  are,  in  general, 
nine  or  ten  feet  long,  by  five  or  fix  broad,  and 
fome  are  fquare.  The  floor  is  paved  with  large 
ftones,  joined  together  very  neatly  t>  and  covered 

•  Page  245. 

f  Thus  it  is  that  Surgeon  Rollet  exprefies  Iiimfelf  in  the  cle- 
fcription  which  he  has  given  of  the  habitations  of  the  ncrlh 
cove  ;  but  George  Fojler  fays  that  the  hut  he  vifited  *'  v/e.ii 
**  placed  on  an  elevated  platform  of  ftones,  which  were  not 
"  fmooth  and  even  enough  to  form  a  very  comfortable  couch, 

though  they  were  covered  with  matb."    Vol  ii.  page  2 1 . 


with 
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with  mats.  On  the  outfide  of  the  habitations, 
are  alfo  perceived  platforms,  where  the  natives  fit 
down  and  amufe  themfelves  :  thefe  are  paved  like 
thofe  of  the  infide  of  the  houfes,  no  doubt,'  as  a 
protedion  from  the  humidity  of  the  foil  in  the 
rainy  feafon. 

George  Forster,  fpeaking  of  the  mountain 
which  furrounds  the  bay,  fays  that,      Along  its 
upper moi1:  edge  we  faw  a  row  of  flakes  or  pali- 
fadoes,  clofely  connected  together,  like  a  for- 
"  tification,   within   which,  by  the  help  of  our 
"  glaffes,  v/e  difcovered  fomething  like  huts 
Cook  fays  alfo  that,  "  they  feemed  to  have  dwell- 
"  ings,  or  ilrong  holds,  on  the  fummits  of  the 
"  highefi:  hills  :  thefe  we  faw  only  by  the  help  of 
"  our  glaffes  f."     They  are,   perhaps,  the  in- 
trenchments  of  which  Qu  iros  and  Figue ro a  make 
mention,  and  in  which  the  natives  took  refuge, 
after  the  Spaniards,   for  a  very  trifling  caufe, 
and,  undoubtedly,   from    a   mifconception,  had 
exterminated  a  no  fm.all  number  of  them.  Mr. 
Forster  compares  thofe  palifaded  enclofures  to 
the  Hippas  of  New  Zealand,  in  which  the  war- 
like inhabitants  of  thofe  iflands  retire  with  their 
women,  their  children,  arms,  and  provifions,  and 
entrench  themfelves,  when  one  nation  or  tribe  de- 
clares war  againft  another.    Captain  Chanal  in 

*  George  Forfler^s  Voyage,  vol.  u.  page  lo. 
t  Cook's  Second  Voyage^  vol.  i.  jaje  311. 
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vain  endeavoured  to  difcern  on  the  heights,  thefe 
palifaded  enclofures  ;  he  could  not  difcover  one  of 
them  :  perhaps  they  are  conflrudled  only  for  cer- 
tain ceremonies,  and  exift  but  accidentally.  Mr, 
FoRSTER  had  reafon  to  think  that  thefe  might  be 
the  burying-places  of  the  inhabitants,  becaufe  Cap- 
tain GooK  having  been  to  vifit  the  habitation  of  a 
native  whom  the  Englifli  had  killed,  and  finding 
there  none  of  the  female  relations  of  the  unfortu- 
nate iflander,  to  whom  he  wifhed  to  make  fome 
prefents,  he  inquired  what  was  become  of  them, 
and  he  learnt  that  the  women  were  gone  to  weep 
for  the  dead  man  on  the  top  of  the  mountain  *. 

Santa  Christina,  like  all  the  other  iflands  of 
the  group  of  which  it  forms  a  part,  is  very  high 
land  ;  its  (hores  prefent  hollow  rocks,  the  black, 
fpongy,  hard,  and  brittle  ftone  of  which  indicates 
the  efFedi:  and  the  produce  of  a  great  volcanic 
eruption.  This  account  given  by  Captain  Cha- 
NAL,  is  confirmed  by  the  obfervations  of  Surgeon 
RoBLET  :  The  nature  of  the  rock  which  is  found 
"  in  this  ifland,"  the  latter  tells  us,  "  is  a  mixture 

of  volcanic  productions,  black  and  ferruginous, 
"  fpongy,  hard,  brittle,  red,  and  of  the  colour 

of  ruft  :  if  we  extend  our  view  a  little  into  the 
"  interior  of  the  ifland,  we  perceive  a  ridge  of 
"  mountains,  which  appears  almoft  barren,  and 
"  the  crumbling  down  of  which  indicates  ancient 


*        George  ForJIer* s  Voyage,  vol.  ii.  page  22. 

VOL.  u  I  "  erup- 


Ïï4  MARCHANDAS  VOYAGE.        [Junc  XyQl. 

"  eruptions."  All  the  diftrids  which  Meflrs.  Fors^ 
'  TER  and  Dr.  S  PAR  RM  AN  vifited  in  their  botanizing 
excurfions  they  found  covered  with  a  rich  mould  ; 
and,  fays  Mr.  Forster,  "  the  rocks  under  this 
mould,  which  appeared  chiefly  near  the  banks 
of  the  rivulet,  contained  volcanic  produdions^ 
or  different  kinds  of  lava,  fome  of  which  are  full 
"  of  white  and  greenilh  fhells*.'*  Santa  Chris- 
tina, therefore,  in  regard  to  its  origin,  and  the 
nature  of  its  minerals,  is  fnuilar  to  the  higher  of 
the  Society  Iflands,  which  announce  themfelves 
to  have  been  the  feat  of  ancient  volcanoes,  and  ex- 
hibit throughout  traces  of  the  great  phyfical  re- 
volutions of  which  they  have  been  the  theatre. 
The  foil  of  the  vallies^  according  to  Captain 
Chanal,  is  a  very  ftrong  mould,  fometimes 
black,  fometimes  red,  and  very  fit  for  vegetation. 
Surgeon  Roblet  fays  that,  although  mountainous, 
the  foil  confifts  of  a  ftrong  black  earth,  where  grow 
various  fpecies  of  lichens,  gralfes,  puiflains,  and 
flirubs.  The  thick  forefts  which  cover  the  vallies^ 
the  trees  fcattered  on  the  hills,  and  the  verdure 
w^hich  is  feen  to  reign  on  the  fteep  fides  of  fome  of 
them — every  thing  attefts  the  fecundity  of  the  foil* 
The  French  voyagers -did  not  employ  themfelves 
in  the  fearch  of  plants,  which  requires,  in  him 
who  wiflies  to  devote  himfelf  to  it,  a  preliminary 
fludy  that  does  not  enter  into  the  plan  of  education 

•  George  Forjîcr'^s  Voyage,  vol.  ii.  page  26, 

of 
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of  a  navigator  ;  but  MefTrs.  Forster  and  Dr. 
Sparaîann,  anxious  to  multiply  our  riches  in  bo- 
tany, made  feveral  excurfions  into  the  vallies,  up 
the  mountains,  and  into  the  forefts  of  the  ifland  : 
and  ahhough  the  (hortnefs  of  their  flay  did  not  al- 
low them  time  to  make  an  abundant  harveft  ;  al- 
though the  plants  of  Santa  Christina,  which^ 
are  the  fame  in  general,  according  to  the  account 
of  Mr.  George  Forster,  as  thofe  of  Taheitee, 
afforded  few  novelties  to  be  placed  in  their  herbal, 
they  were  however  enabled  to  rtiake  known  to 
Europe  fome  fpecies  with  which  botanifts  were 
till  then  unacquainted  I  can  only  refer  to  their 
learned  v^orks  the  reader  who,  cultivating  that 
interefting  and  ufeful  branch  of  natural  hiftory, 
ihould  be  defirous  to  ftudy  the  productions  of  this 
kind  which  may  be  peculiar  to  the  climate  and  foil 
of  the  Mendoça  Tflands  ;  I  fhall  fpeak  only  of  the 
trees  refpedling  which  it  behoves  the  navigator  to 
acquire  fome  notions  that  may,  to  exprefs  myfelf 
in  his  language,  ferve  him  as  land-marks^  becaufe 
the  greater  part  afford  him  in  their  abundant  fruits, 
a  valuable  refource,  refrcfhments  which,  after  a 
long  voyage  under  the  torrid  zone,  are,  to  a  (hip's 
company,  no  lefs  agreeable  than  neceflary. 

The  vallies  of  Santa  Christina  are,  as  I 
have  already  faid,  covered  with  trees,  and  all  of 
a  handfome  growth.    Surgeon  Roblet  gives  us 


*  See  George  ForJ^er's  Voyage^  vol.  ii.  page  32. 
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the  enumeration  of  thofe  which  he  particularly 
diftinguifhed  and  recognized  ;  the  cocoa-palm,  the 
bread-fruit  tree*,  the  plantain-tree f,  the  cafu- 

*  A  hread-frutt  tree  is  a  field  of  corn  to  an  iflander  of  the 
Great  Ocean  ;  'dnd  the  colonics  which  the  Europeans  have 
cftablifiied  in  the  fFe/f  Indies,  muft  envy  the  iflands  of  the 
Tropics  and  of  the  Archipelago  of  Jîfia  this  invaluable  tree. 
The  Englifh,  wlio  know  all  its  value,  have  long  been  em- 
ployed in  enriching  their  iflands  with  it;  and  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that,  with  attention  and  perfeverance,  they  will  fuc- 
ceed  in  naturalizing  it  there.  This  fpeculation  might,  in  fome 
j-efpecl,  be  contrary  to  the  mercantile  intereft  of  the  mother- 
countries  which  referve  to  themfelves  the  exclufive  right  of 
feeding  their  colonies,  in  order  to  referve  to  themfelves,  alfo 
exclufively,  the  mafs  of  the  colonial  productions  :  but  it  will 
ever  be  repugnant  to  humanity,  juftice,  and  reafon,  to  place 
the  fubfiftence  of  part  of  our  countrynieai  at  fifteen  hundred 
leagues  from  their  refidence. 

,  f  ït  is  cuftomary  to  reckon  among  trees,  the  plantain-tree, 
which  is  rather  a  large  herbaceous  plant  than  a  tree  ;  for  there 
are  no  trees  without  wood  and  branches,  and  the  plantain- 
tree  has  neither  the  one  nor  the  others.  But  its  port,  and  its 
fize,  reprefent  to  the  view  a  tree  rather  than  a  plant  :  and  the 
plantain -tree  might  be  confidered  as  a  link  of  Nature  between 
thefe  two  manners  of  growth  of  vegetables.  (See  BomareV 
Didionnaire  d^HiJîoire  Naturelle,  at  the  word  Bananier,  ) 

Sidney  Parkin/on,  draughtfman  to  Mr.  Banks  in  Cook's  firll 
voyage,  fays,  in  fpeaking  of  the  plantains  and  bananas  that 
were  met  with  at  Taheitee  and  the  Society  Iflands,  that  they 
reckon  more  "  than  twenty  forts  which  differ  in  fliape  and 
tafte  ;  fome  of  thefe  are  for  eating  raw,  and  others  beft  boiled, 
"  and  will  ferve  inilead  of  bread  :  they  plant  them,"  adds  he^ 
*'  in  a  rich  foil,  and  take  great  pains  in  their  cultivation." 
{  Journal  of  a- Voynge  to  the  South  SeaS)  ^c,  London  1773» 
4to.  page  47.) 

arina. 
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arina  *,  of  which  the  natives  fabricate  their  wea- 
pons ;  a  fpecies  of  dwarf-fir  ;  a  tree  which  out-tops 
all  the  reft  by  its  height  and  the  extent  of  its 
branches,  but  the  fubftance  of  which  is  foft,  and 
which  may  be   compared  to  the  wild  fig-tree 
of  our  West-India  colonies  t  ;  another,  whofe 
blofTom  and  pod,  as  well  as  its  leaves,  perfedly 
refemble  thofe  of  the  tree  which  we  call  porcher 
in  the  East-Indies,  but  whofe  trunk  is  not  fo 
ftraight  ;  laftly,  a  fpecies  of  walnut-tree  of  which 
particular  mention  will  hereafter  be  made.  To 
this  enumeration  muft,  doubtlefs,  be  added  the  pa- 
per mulberry-tree  [morns  papyrifera  |),  fince  the  na- 
tives 

*  George  Forjîer  fays  that  "  the  cajiianna  is  the  fame  tree 
"  as  the  Taheiteans  call  Toa^  which  fignifies  uoar^  becaufe  k 
"  furnilhes  the  inftruments  of  bloodfhed."  ( George  Forjier^s 
Voyagey  \o\,  u.  page  18.) 

The  càfuarina  or  toa  is,  next  to  the  bread-fruit  tree,  one  of 
the  moft  ufeful  and  beft  that  Nature  has  beftowed  on  the 
iflands  of  the  Great  Ocean.  It  is  very  hard,  very  heavy,  and 
of  the  colour  of  the  mahogany-tree  of  Weft-India  colonies  : 
clubs,  lances,  beaters  or  mallets  vi^hich  ferve  for  the  fabrication 
of  cloths  of  the  bark  of  trees,  as  well  as  various  utenfils  and 
inftruments,  are  made  of  this  wood  which  is  never  eaten  by 
worms,  and  is,  in  fome  meafure,  indeftru6lible. 

\  This  tree  might  be  that  which  the  natives,  according  to 
Captain  Cook,  employ  in  the  conftruélion  of  their  canoes, 
and  which  grows,  he  fays,  near  the  fea  in  great  plenty, 
\yiQQ^^ s  Second  Voyage,  vol.  i.  page  311.) 

J  This  ftirub,  which  probably  is  the  fame  as  that  of  which 
the  Chinefe  fabricate  their  paper,  and  which  is  improperly 
called  filk  paper,  is  employed  in  all  the  tropical  iflands  in  the 
mnuftidlure  of  cloths,  which  may  be  called  paper-cloths.  This 
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tîves  employ  the  fibres  of  its  bark  in  the  fabrica- 
tion of  their  cloths. 

Neither  Captain  Cook  nor  George  Forster 
haye  particularly  fpoken  of  the  trees  which  grow  at 
Santa  Christina:  the  former  makes  mention 
only  of  the  plantain-tree,  the  bread-fruit  tree,  and 
the  cocoa-palm  ;  and  the  latter,  in  telling  iis  that, 
with  the  exception  of  the  fpondias  apple,  the  na- 
tives of  Santa  Christina  eat  the  fame  fruits 
and  the  fame  roots  as  thofe  of  Taheîtee,  leaves 
us  to  fuppofe  that  the  fame  trees  are  to  be  found  in 
the  two  iflands  *.  He  however  indicates  fome 
which  are  not  included  in  the  enumeration  of  Sur* 
geon  Roblet  :  he  fays  that,  not  far  from  the 
north  beach,  he  vifited  "  a  part  that  was  deftitute 
of  plantations,  and  covered  with  forefl-trees, 
fome  of  which  feemed  to  be  very  good  tim^ 
"  berf."  Is  this  the  fpecies  of  tree  which  Sur- 
geon Roblet  defignates  as  out-topping  all  the  rell, 
and  refembling  the  wild  fig-tree  of  our  West- 
India  colonies  ;  or  that  which  Captain  Cook  has 
vaguely  mentioned  as  ferving  for  the  conftruélion 

tree  is  planted  in  layers,  and  cultivated  with  the  moft  particular 
attention.  When  it  has  reached  nearly  the  height  of  a  nian,  it 
is  cut  down,  and  ftripped  of  its  bark,  which  is  fteeped  in  water  ; 
and  it  is  with  this  bark,  thus  prepared  and  beaten  with  a 
fluted  mallet,  that  the  iflanders  fabricate  cloths  more  or  lefs 
fine,  according  to  the  proceedings  more  or  lefs  ingenious  which 
they  employ  in  their  fabrication. 

*  George  ForJIer^s  Voyage,  vol.  ii,  page  27. 

f  Ibid,  page  17. 


June  17910       MARCHANDAS  VOYAGE.  Hp 

of  their  canoes?  Mr.  Forster  alfo  fays  that 
"  having  walked  a  mile  and  a  half  on  the  fouth  fide 
"  of  the  rivulet,  he  entered  a  thick  wood,  where 
"  he  chiefly  faw  the  ratta  or  Taheitee  nut-trees 
"  {inocarpus)  which  grew  to  a  confiderable  fize 
"  and  height,   and  feme  fine  bread-fruit  trees  ; 

both  which  are  planted  in  the  plains  at  Ta-^ 

HEiTEE,  the  heat  being  lefs  violent  there  than  at 
<^  thefe  ifl^inds'*."  He  alfo  mentions  a  fpecies  of 
palm-tree,  when,  fpeaking  of  the  umbrellas  ufed 
by  the  natives,  he  fays  that  "  the  leaves,  upon 
"  examination,  were  found  to  belong  to  the  corypha 

umhraculifcra  f.  In  another  place,  he  relates 
that  having  endeavoured  to  reach  the  fummit  of 
the  lofty  mountains,  where  were  perceived  thofe 
palifades  mentioned  in  the  accounts  of  the  Spaniards 
(whiclij  the  French  were  never  able  to  difcover 
notwithftanding  their  extreme  anxiety  to  fee 
them),  that  the  afcent  was  at  firfl  not  very  fa- 
tiguing ;  feveral  gentle  hills  formed  the  fore- 
"  ground,  which  were  almoft  level  on  the  fummits, 

and  contained  feveral  fpacious  plantations  of  ba- 
"  nanas,  in  excellent  order.    Thefe  fpots  always 

opened  on  us  unexpededly,"  continues  he, 
"  as  the  reft  of  our  way  lay  through  a  clofe-tufted 

wood  of  fruit-trees,  mixed  with  other  forts,  ex- 
"  tremelypleafant  tous,  on  account  of  the  cooling 
"  fliade.    Here  and  there  we  met  with  a  folitary 

•  George  ForJIer^s  Voyage,  vol,  ii.  page  20. 
f  Ibid  page  23. 
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"  cocoa-pahn^  which,  far  from  lifting  its  royal  hea4 
"  with  becoming  pride,  was  out-topped  and  hid  by 
meaner  trees.  In  general,  thefe  trees  do  not 
thrive  well  upon  mountains,  preferring  a  low 
fituation  ;  infomuch  that  they  abound  upon  the 
coral-ledges  *,  where  they  have  fcarcely  foil 
"  fufficient  to  take  root  f." 

From  this  obfervation  of  Mr.  Forster,  we 
Ihould  imagine  that  the  cocoa-palm  is  fcarce  in 
the  Ifland  of  Santa  Christina;  and  Captain 
Cook's  account  feems  to  confirm  it  :  "  The  trees, 
plants,  and  other  productions  of  thefe  "  ifles,''' 

*  It  has  been  obferved  that,  in  general,  the  cocoa-palm 
grows  to  a  great  elevation  in  low  grounds,  and  never  attains 
an  equal  height  on  .the  mountains  :  and,  indeed,  the  fmeft  trees 
of  this  fpecies  that  are  to  be  met  with,  are  thofe  which  are 
produced  on  the  coral-iflands,  where  the  Httle  depth  of  the 
foil  neither  feems  likely  to  afford  hold  to  their  roots,  nor  to  fur- 
nifh  them  with  a  point  of  fupport  fufiiciently  fohd  to  refill  the 
efforts  of  the  winds  which  agitate  their  fummits,  loaded  with 
the  weight  of  their  fruits.  We  are  ftill  more  allonifhed,  when 
\ve  know  that  the  principal  root  of  the  tree  penetrates  very 
little  into  the  ground  ;  but  it  is  furrounded  by  a  very  great 
quantity  -of  fmaller  roots,  interwoven  one  with  the  other, 
which  help  to  ftrengthen  the  tree  ;  and  it  may  eafily  be  con- 
ceived that  all  tliefe  little  ramifications  which  run  along  on 
the  coral  ledges,  find  means  to  introduce  and  fallen  them- 
felves  into  all  the  interftices  of  the  coral,  and  into  all  the  num- 
berlefs  holes  of  thofe  fpecies  of  ftone-fponges  which  enter  into 
the  formation  of  the  low  iflands.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
countries  to  which  Nature  has  granted  the  cocoa-palm,  owe 
continual  thankfgivings  to  her  author  :  this  tree  alone  fatisfies 
all  the  wants  of  man  ;  it  affords  him  food,  drink,  furniture;^ 
cloth,  and  a  great  number  of  implements. 

f  George  Forjler's  Voyage,  vol.  ii,  page  24. 
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fays  he,  "  fo  far  as  we  know,  are  nearly  the  fame 
"  as  at  Otaheite  and  the  Society  Ifles.  The 
refrefhments  to  be  got  are  hogs,  fowls,  plan- 
"  tains,  yams,  and  fome  other  roots  ;  llkewife 
"  bread-fruit  and  cocoa-nuts^  hut  of  thefe^  not  many^J^ 
The  French  by  no  means  experienced  this  fcarcity 
of  cocoa-nuts  :  in  truth,  they  faw,  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  NORTH  cove,  only  a  fmall  number  of 
palms  of  the  fpecies  of  thofe  which  bear  this 
fruit  ;  but,  to  judge  by  the  quantity  of  nuts  which 
the  natives  haftened  to  bring  them,  and  of  which 
it  may  be  faid  that  they  were  prodigal,  there  is 
reafon  to  think  that  the  tree  is  very  common  ia 
the  diflridls  more  remote  from  the  fea  :  Captain 
Chanal  even  fays,  that,  if  this  fruit  could  be 
kept,  it  would  have  been  eafy  to  lay  in  a  ftock  for 
feveral  days.  Whence  then  has  arifen  fcarcity  for 
the  Enghfh,  and  abundance  for  the  French  ?  It 
muft,  no  doubt,  be  cfttributed  only  to  the  differ* 
ence  of  the  feafons  :  the  former  were  at  La  Ma^ 

*  CooPs  Second  Feyage,  vol.  i.  page  308.  He  has  faid, 
however,  (page  302)  that  the  day  after  his  arrival,  Auguft 
9th,  "  he  got  by  exchanges  as  much  fruit  as  loaded  two 
"  boats,"  and  on  the  loth,  (page  303)  the  trade  on  fore 
"  fi*"  fi^^t  '^^■^  Ir'ifk  as  ever.**  On  the  T  ith,  in  the  after- 
noon, he  put  to  fea.  The  facility  with  which  he  obtained 
fruits  during  his  ftay  of  three  days  feems  not  to  announce 
fcarcity,  nor  even  rarity  ;  and  yet  the  death  of  one  of  the  na- 
tives, killed  by  the  Englifh  on  their  arrival,  muft  not  have  in- 
duced thofe  whom  fright  had  caufed  to  retire  into  the  interior 
of  the  ifland,  to  return  to  the  coaft  for  the  purpofe  of  bartering 
their  fruits. 
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PRE  DE  Dios  about  the  middle  of  April,  which 
Is  the  middle  of  the  autumn,  and  the  latter,  about 
the  end  of  June,  the  period  when  the  winter  begins. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  cocoa-palm  frudifies  twice 
or  thrice  in  the  year  ;  and  the  French  mayy  have 
înet  with  a  good  crop. 

Chance  mufl  have  been  equally  favourable  to 
them  in  regard  to  bread-fruit  ;  they  found  it  very 
plentiful,  while,  as  has  been  feen.  Captain  Cooi^ 
gives  us  to  underftand  that  it  could  not  be  procured 
but  in  fmall  quantities.  As  for  the  quality  of  this 
fruit  ;  Mr.  Forster,  without  fpeaking  of  the 
abundance  ox  the  fcarcity,  fays  merely  that  ^'  their 

bread-fruit  (at  Santa  Christina)  is,  doubt- 
*^  lefs,  the  largeft  and  moR  delicious  which  he  eve^ 

tailed  Captain  Ghana l  fays  too,  that  thefe 
fruits,  drelTed  and  roafled  by  the  natives,  were 
a  rnofl:  agreeable  food  ;  but  that  thofe  which  were 
brought  on  board  for  fale,  undoubtedly  not  being 
fufEciently  ripe,  the  crew  could  not  fucceed  in 
giving  them  a  proper  degree  of  drefling,  and 
that  they  no  longer  found  any  rehfii  in  them  f , 

The 

*  George  Forjîcr^s  Voyage^  vol.  ii.  pag«?  27. 

•f  We  are  incitbted  to  Figueroa,  who  is  himfelf  indebted  to 
^ilrosi  for  the  fii  ft  defcription  that  was  given  of  the  fruit  of 
the  bread-frait  tree  ;  it  appears  that  it  was  at  Sanla  Chnjlna 
that  the  Spaniards  favv  and  ate  it  for  the  firil  time.  "  The 
**  trees,'*  fays  he,  "  which  grew  in  the  environs  of  the  Bay  of 
"  La  Madre  de  Dws,  bear  a  fruit  that  attains  the  bignefs  nearly 
**  of  a  child's  head  (and  the  (liape  too,  fays  Captain  Cooh), 

Its 
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The  plantains  are  large,  excellent,  and  common, 
Befides  the  three  principal  fruits  which  I  have 
mentioned,  the  plantain,  the  cocoa-nut,  and  the 
bread-fruit,  there  is  alfo  a  fort  of  fweet  potatoe,  a 
fpecies  of  apple  *,  ginger,  cucumbers,  like  thofe 

which 


*'  Its  colour  is  3  bright  green,  when  it  is  ripe,  and  deeper, 
**  when  it  is  not.  Its  fiirface  is  reticulated,  like  that  of  a  fir- 
<*  apple  (not  much  unlike  atru^e,  fays  Cook).  Its  fliape  is 
*'  not  exaclly  round  ;  it  is  a  little  oblong,  and  not  fo  big  in  the 
"  lower  as  in  the  upper  part.  The  peduncle  extends  into  the 
**  middle  of  the  fruit  to  fwrn  the  core  and  partitions.  It  nei- 
**  ther  has  kernel  nor  feeds  ;  and,  with  the  exception  of  the 

fhell  or  hufl<:,  which  is  thin,  it  is  all  eaten  ;  it  is  a  pafte  of 
**  no  great  flavour  when  it  is  ripe,  and  which  hasftilllefs  when 

it  is  green.  The  Spaniards  ate  this  fruit  in  great  quantities, 
**  and  drelfed  in  every  way  :  they  thought  it  fo  delicious,  that 
"  they  called  it  blanc  manger.    It  is  a  wholefome  and  very  fub-c 

ftantial  food.  The  leaves  of  the  tree  are  large,  and  deeply 
"  notched,  like  thofe  of  the  papaw-tree,  a  tree  peculiar  to  the 
**  Weft  and  Eaft  Indues."  See  Ftgueroa,  Jiechos,  &c.  (page  246^ 
which  is  the  fourth  after  another  bearing  the  fame  numerals.) 
Cook  fays  that  "  its  leaves  are  frequently  a  foot  and  a  half 
**  long,  of  an  oblong  fhape,  deeply  fmudted  like  thofe  of 
"  the  fig-tree.'*  (See  Cook's  FirJÎ  Voyage,  Haivkefiuorih'? 
Coînpilatîon,  vol.  ii.  page  80.  )  If  we  confider  the  fize  of  the 
leaf,  Figueroa^  in  comparing  it  to  that  of  the  papa^uj-tree,  de^ 
fcribes  it  better  than  if  we  compare  it  to  that  of  the  Jig-tree^ 
A  defcription  of  the  bread-fruit  tree  and  its  fruit,  of  the  va- 
rious ufes  in  which  the  former  is  employed  at  T aheitee,  and  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  latter  is  dreffed,  is  to  be  found  in  Par- 
kinfon^s,  Journal,  page  45. 

*  Captain  Chanal  is  the  only  one  of  the  voyagers  wiio  makes 
mention  of  this  fpecies  of  apple  ;  he  has  not  given  a  defcription 
of  it  in  his  Journal  ;  but  from  what  I  have  learned  verbally 
from  himfelf,  he  ate  of  the  fruit,  but  faw  not  the  tree.  The 
apple  of  ^anta  Chrtjiina  is  of  the  fize  of  a  medlar,  and  of  an 

oblong 
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•  which  grow  without  culture  in  our  West  India 
Iflands  *,  water-crefs,  and  purflain,  in  abundance 
and  of  an  excellent  quality  ;  the  yam,  as  well  as 
fome  other  roots  which  Captain  Cook  contents 
himfeif  with  indicating,  without  fpecifying  them. 

In  Figueroa's  narrative  tj  mention  is  alfo  made 
of  a  calabafh  or  pumpkin,  calahaça^  like,  fays  he, 
that  of  Castile  ;  it  was  found  on  the  beach  ;  and 
the  Spaniards  gathered,  between  the  calabafhes„ 

oblong  fhape  ;  its  flefh  is  aqueous,  and  its  flavour  agreeable, 
both  of  which  recall  to  mind  in  fome  degree  thofe  of  the  In- 
dia mango,  if,  like  that  Afiatic  fruit,  this  apple  were  impreg- 
nated with  a  tafte  of  turpentine.    I  do  not  prefume  that  it  is 
the  Avee  of  the  Ifland  of  Taheitecy  or  the  fpondias  apple  which 
Mr.  Forjîer  exprefsly  Hates  is  not  to  be  met  with  at  Santa 
Chrtftma  :  we  might,  however,  perceive  in  it  fome  affinity,  if 
we  compare  it  with  the  a^oee  defcribed  by   Sidney  Parkin/on. 
**  This  fruit, fays  he,  "  v^diich,  I  believe,  is  peculiar  to  the 
**  Society'  Ifiands,  is  of  an  oval  fhape,  yellow  when  ripe,  and 
grows  in  bunches  of  three  or  four,  and  is  about  the  fize  of  a 
middling  apple,  vv'ith  a  large  ilringy  core  :  it  is  a  very 
"  wholefome   and   palatable  fruit,  improving   on  the  tafte, 
which  is  neareft  that  of  a  mango  ;  it  is  ftrongly  impreg- 
nated  with  turpentine,  and  makes  excellent  pies,  when  green." 
(See  Parkinpn's  Journal,  page  39.) 

*  The  fnake-cucumber  [Cucumis  Angaria.  Linn.)  di{fers 
from  that  of  our  climates  :  it  has  angular  ftems,  five  or  fix  feet 
long,  and  rough  to  the  touch  ;  its  leaves,  like  thofe  of  the 
coloquintida,  are  lacîniated  or  palmated  ;  the  female  flowers  are 
fuccceded  by  fruits  of  the  fize  of  a  pullet's  egg,  but  more 
elongated,  whitifli,  and  covered  throughout  with  fiiiall  hairs- 
or  prickles,  which  eafily  come  off  on  rubbing  the  hand  over 
>t.  This  fruit  is  good  to  be  eaten  :  it  is  pickled  in  vinegar  hke 
the  j^lrkins  or  fmall  cucumbers  of  our  gardens.  (See  Bo- 
mare's  Did.  d'Bift.  Nat.  at  the  word  Concombre.) 
I  Figucroa,  Hechos,  Sec.  page  246. 

flowers. 
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flowers  agreeable  to  the  fight,  but  inodorous  * 
They  penetrated  no  great  way  into  the  interior  of 

the 

*  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  coIaloJJ:  mentioned  in  the 
Spanifh  voyage,  and  which  grows  on  the  beach,  is  of  the 
gourd  genus,  and  belongs  to  the  cucurhitacea  family,  which 
prefents  fo  many  varieties.    This  calabaOi,  of  which  no  no- 
tice has  been  taken  either  by  the  Enghfh  or  the  French, 
muft  not  be  confounded  with  that  fpoken  of  by  Surgeon  Rob  'ietj 
and  which  is  employed  by  the  natives  of  the  ifland,  in  making- 
various  houfehold  utenfils,  vefiels  fit  for  the  conveyance  of  li- 
quids, &c.  [See\v\i2it  is  faid  of  Utenfils).    The  former  i§  the 
herb  or  ground- calaba/Jj,  the  fruit  of  the  creeping  calahajh  \  the 
latter  is  the  fruic  of  the  colabajh-tree.    (See  the  words  courge 
and  calebajfe  in  Bom  are's  Did.     B'lfi.  Nat.)  It  is  w^ell  known 
that  this  tree,  which  is  of  the  fize  of  our  apple-tree,  is  very- 
common  in  the  Weft  Indies  ;  it  is  to  be  met  with  at  the  An- 
tilles, in  New  Spain,  in  Guiana,  and  at  St.  Dqmingo,  on  the 
hills  and  in  the  plains:  it  produces  liefhy  fruits,  with  a'^hard 
rind,  which,  by  their  bignefs  and  fliape,  frequently  referable  our 
calabafhes  and  gourds.    The  calahqfJj-tree  alone  furnifiies,  by  its 
fruit,  the  greater  part  of  the  fmall  articles  of  houfehold  furni- 
ture of  a  larib  or  negro  in  the  Weft  India  colonies  :  the  French 
negroes  give  the  name  of  couls  to  thefe  utenfils,  pails>  pots,  bot- 
tles, plates,  glafiis,  fpoon?,,  &c. .   In  particular  they  make  of 
it  difhes,  in  which  they  contrive  to  heat  water.    The  golîgo  or 
coyemloucy  fo  ufeful  to  the  negroes  and  favages,  for  putting  by 
their  food,  and  preferving  it  clean,  is  nothing  more  than  a  cala- 
bafh  emptied,  with  an  opening  to  admit  of  introducing  the 
hand  ;  this  opening  i?  clofeiy  (liut  by  means  of  a  piece  of  a  cak- 
balh,  cut  in  the  ftiape  of  a  calotte.    The  Indians  frequently  or- 
nament thefe  utenfils  in  different  manners  ;  fome,  while  the  fruit 
IS  ftillfrefli,  dexteroufly  lemove  portions  of  the  epidermis,  and 
form  various  defigns,  in   cdto  and  bafs  relief,  in  the  ftyle  of 
ho'-jjls  ;  but  I  will  not  fay  that  they  have  their  beauty,  altliough 
tliey  may,  very  probably,   have   furnished  the  idea  ;  others^ 
when  the  fruit  is  taken  out  and  dried,  pohfli  the  exterior  fur- 
lace  of  the  calabafli,  and  enamel  it  in  a  plealing  manner  with 
u-notta,  indigo,  anc]  other  handfome  colours  prepared  with  the 

gum 
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the  ifland  ;  but  thofe  who  went  the  farthefl:  from 
the  Oiore,  afTert  that  all  the  trees,  which  they  could 
perceive,  had  the  appearance  of  fruit-trees. 

Our  voyagers  neither  perceived  lemons  nor 
oranges  :  it  is  well  known  that  Quiros,  and  more 
decently  Cook,  faw  thefe  fruits  on  the  Tierra 
Austral  del  EspiRitu  Santo  ;  but  it  is  not 
known  that  any  of  them  have  been  found  on  other 
iflands  between  the  tropics.  The  navigator  who 
fhould  fuceeed  in  enriching  thofe  lands  with  fruits 
fo  valuable  in  countries  where  the  ufe  of  them 
would  be  falutary,  \vouId  merit  the  good  wiflies  of 
thofe  whom  nature  has  placed  there, 

Santa  Christina  polTeiTes  the  fugar-cane,  of 
which  neither  the  Spaniards  nor  the  Enghlh  make 
mention  ;  but  the  inhabitants  know  not  its  value* 
Its  fugar  is  tolerably  fweet  ;  it  grows  to  the  height 
of  fix  or  feven  feet,  and  is  upwards  of  an  inch  in 
diameter  ;  it  is  not  fo  yellow  as  that  of  our  fugar 
îflands  ;  and  its  knots  are  clofer  :  it  more  refem^ 
bles  the  fugar-cane  of  the  Wind\vard  Iflands 

gum  of  the  mahogany-tree  ;  their  defigns  in  the  favage  ftyle, 
although  executed  without  rule  or  companes,  are  not  deficient 
in  regularity  ;  thefe  works  are  to  be  feen  in  the  cabinets  of  the 
curious.  It  may  be  prefumed  that  the  utenfds  for  which  the 
natives  of  Sanfa  Chrlflind  employ  the  fruit  of  the  calabafii-tree, 
have  much  refemblance,  as  to  the  fhapes  and  ufes  for  which 
they  are  intended,  to  thofe  which,  in  the  Well  Indies,  coniti- 
tute  part  of  the  moveables  of  a  fmall  family  :  eveiy  where,  they 
who  make  ufe  of  them,  take  a  delight  in  ornamenting  them 
■with  paintings  and  engravings, 

thap 
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than  that  of  St.  Domingo.  As  it  grows  in  the 
woods,  where  it  receives  the  rays  of  the  fun  only 
through  the  thick  foUage  of  the  large  trees,  it 
may  be  conceived  that  it  muft  be  of  a  quality  very 
inferior  to  that  of  the  canes  of  our  West  India 
colonies  ;  but  it  may  be  prefumed  that,  with  a 
better  expofure,  means  might,  without  much 
difficulty,  be  found  to  improve  its  fpecies  by  cuU 
ture. 

Among  the  fruits  that  the  Ifland  of  Santa 
Christina  produces,  there  are  two  of  which 
Mendana's  hidorians  have  given  us  a  defcrip- 
tion  *,  and  of  which  no  indication  is  to  be  found 
in  the  journals  of  the  Englifh.    The  firfl  is  the- 
chefnut,  contained,  like  that  of  Europe,  in  a 
prickly  (hell  ;  the  volume  of  its  fledi  equals  in 
bignefs  that  of  fix  Castile  chefnuts,  and  has 
the  tafte  of  them  :  its  fhape  is  that  of  a  heart  flat* 
tened.    The  fécond  is  a  walnut  of  the  bignefs  of 
our  common  walnut,  and  nearly  of  the  fame  fla- 
vour ;  the  kernel  is  contained  in  a  fliell  or  ligneous 
huflc,  very  hard,  and  of  a  fmgle  piece  ;  but  it  is 
not,  IHœ  thofe  of  cur  climates,  divided  into  four 
lobes  feparated  by  a  thick  ikin  j  it  comes  whole 
out  of  its  (liell,  when  the  latter  is  broken.  The 
Spaniards  ate  great  quantities  of  thefe  nuts,  and 
even  laid  in  a  (tock  of  them.    It  is  faid  in  Figu- 

*  Figueroa,  Hechosy  &c.  page  246,  the  fourth  after  another 
which  bears  the  fame  numerals. 

EROA^S 
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eroa's  narrative,  that  they  difcovered  latterly 
that  this  walnut  is  an  oily  fruit  (azeyfo/a  *)  ;  but 
we  do  not  underftand  what  is  the  objeft  of  this  obfer- 
vation  ;  for  it  is  quite  natural  that  walnuts  fhould 
be  oily  :  perhaps  the  hiftorian  meant  that  thefe 
walnuts,  when  kept  too  long,  acquired  a  rancid 
tafte  ;  which  would  likewife  be  very  natural.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  the  French  neither  perceived  chef- 
nut-trees  nor  chefnuts  ;  but  they  faw  walnut-trees 
in  great  numbers,  ate  the  fruit  of  them,  and  found 
it  of  an  excellent  flavour.  They  will  not,  how- 
ever, advife  voyagers  to  imitate  them  for  thefé 
walnuts,  which  are  very  relifhing,  are  a  pernicious 
fruit  ;  they  occafioned  all  thofe  who  had  eaten  of 
them,  either  violent  reachings  or  violent  colics,  fol- 
lowed by  a^ftrong  purging,  accidents,  which  mufl: 
have  made  them  think  that  this  fruit  was  of  a  poi- 
fonous  quality  ;  but  Surgeon  Roblet,  who  had 
feen  the  natives  of  the  ifland  eat  of  it  without 
being  incommoded  by  it,  judged  that  it  had  merely 
occafioned  indigeflions,  which  had  produced  differ* 
ent  fymptoms,  according  to  the  difpofition  or 
quality  of  the  flomachs  ;  and  for  removing  them, 
he  employed  only  warm  water  and  tea.  The  Spa- 
niards do  not  tell  us  whether  they  experienced  any 
inconvenience  from  having  eaten  of  it  immode- 
rately. 

*  Figueroai  Hechos,  8cc.  ibid.  He  exprefTes  himfelf  thus  : 
Comierony  llevaron  muchas,  dejcuhriendo  al  ultimo  ferfrula  azey-. 
tofa. 

'is 
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Is  the  walnut-tree  of  Santa  Christina  the. 
Ratta  (^Inocarpiis)  or  Taheitee  walnut-tree  of  Mr. 
F0RSTER5  which,  according  to  him  is  feen  in  great 
quantities  in  the  former  of  thefe  iflands  *  ?  I  find 
an  abridged  defcription  of  this  tree  and  its  fruit 
in  the  journal  of  Sidney  Parkinson,  draughtf- 
man  to  Mr.  Banks  in  Captain  Cook's  firft  voyage. 
The  walnut-tree  of  Taheitee,  which  Parkinson 
defignates  by  the  names  oï E-hee  or  E^ratta^  in  the 
Taheitean  language,  and  in  Latin  ;  Aniotum  fagife^ 
riim^  "  is  a  tall  and  (lately  tree,  which  bears  a 
^-  round  fiat  fruit,  covered  with  a  thick  tough 

coat,  and,  when  roafted  and  ftripped  of  its 
"  rind,  eats  as  well  as  a  chefnut  f."  Thisdefcrip- 
tîon  of  the  fruit  of  the  ratia  by  no  means  refem* 
bles  that  which  FiguEroa  and  Captain  Chanal 
have  given  us  of  the  walnuts  of  Santa  Chris- 
tina ;  it  rather  reminds  us  of  that  of  the  chefnut 
of  this  fame  ifland  of  which  the  Spaniards  fpeak, 
but  which  was  neither  perceived  by  the  Englifh  nor 
the  French.  To  whatever  fpecies  the  tree  which 
bears  this  nut  may  belong,  we  mud  fuppofe  that, 
in  the  feafon  when  Captain  Cook  touched  at  La 
Madp.e  de  Dios,  it  had  not  reached  the  ftate  of 
maturity,  and  that  the  Englifh,  who  ate  none  of  it, 
could  not  poflibly  be  acquainted  with  its  hurtful 
quality  ;  for  we  mud  be  certain  that,  if  they  had 
experienced  it,  they  would  not  have  failed  to  warn. 

*  See  page  119  of  this  volume. 
Parktnfau\^  Journal,  8cc.  page  59. 

VOL.  I.  K  feamen 
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feamen  agaînfl:  the  danger  of  this  fruit  :  perhaps 
too,  they  ate  of  it  with  impunity  as  the  natives  eat 
it  ;  yet,  in  this  cafe,  we  cannot  but  be  afl:oni(hcd 
that  neither  Captain  Cook  nor  Mr.  Forster. 
fliould  have  made  no  mention  of  it  i  a  fruit  which 
is  abundant,  and  which  offers  an  article  of  food, 
always  attracts  the  attention  of  the  navigator  ; 
and  every  thing  merits  that  of  the  philofopher  and 
of  'the  naturalifl:,  in  a  newly-difcovered  country. 

In  the  account  given  by  Figueroa,  we  read 
that  Mendana  had  caufed  maize  to  be  fown  in 
the  Ifland  of  Santa  Christina,  in  prefence  of 
the  natives  *  :  but,  no  doubt,  the  latter  have  not 
endeavoured  to  multiply  this  grain,  with  the  uti- 
lity of  which  they  were  unacquainted  ;  for  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  modern  voyagers  met  with  any 
trace  of  this  culture.  Befides,  prodigal  Nature  has 
fo  liberally  difpenfed  food  to  the  inhabitant  of  the 
illands  of  the  Great  Ocean,  that,  in  general, 
he  is  very  indifferent  refpeding  the  means  of  in- 
ereafmg  it.  We  have  feen  that  Captain  Cook  had, 
by  dint  of  attention,  fucceeded  in  tranfporting 
into  fome  of  the  illands  fituated  between  the 
tropics,  cows,  ewes,  goats,  even  mares,  as  well  as 
a  proportionate  number  of  males  of  thefe  different 
i  fpecies  ;  and  we  knov/  that  the  voyagers  who  have 
fmce  vifited  the  very  iilands  where  Cook  had  de- 
pofited  thefe  various  ft:ocks,  made  vain  refearches, 

*  Figueroa,  Bedosy  Sec.  page  247. 

in 
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in  order  to  difcover  what  was  become  of  them.  It«, 
appears,  either  that  thefe  European  animals  could 
not  accommodate  thémfelves  to  the  climate  between 
the  tropics,  whether  on  account  of  the  difference 
of  the  climate  alone,  or  for  want  of  the  forage 
or  grain  that  was  fuitable  to  them  j  or,  which  is 
more  probable,  the  improvident  natives  extermi- 
nated them,  perhaps,  for  the  fake  of  having  the 
lldn  and  the  bones  :  but,  whatever  may  be  the 
caufe,  it  is  certain  that  there  was  not  to  be  found 
a  fmgle  individual  of  any  one  of  the  fpecies.  I 
am,  however,  far  from  confidering  this  lofs  as  a 
misfortune  to  the  natives  of  the  iflands  :  a  fertile 
foil  fpontaneoufly  affords  them  a  nourifhment  more 
wholefome,  more  appropriate  to  the  climate  and  to 
their  mode  of  life,  than  that  which  is  derived  from 
the  animal  kingdom.    I  am  inclined  to  believe  that 
in  tranfporting,  at  a  great  expenfe,  living  animals 
from  one  hemifphere  to  the  other,  the  firft  objedb 
of  Europeans  was  to  ameliorate  the  fituation  of  that 
portion  of  the  human  race  which  they  found  dif- 
feminated  on  fmall  iflands  in  the  middle  of  the 
Great  Ocean  j  and  this  provident  folicitude  does 
honour  to  their  philanthropy  :  but,  w^ithout  wifli- 
Ing  to  lefTen  the  merit  of  their  generofity,  it  may 
alfo  be  imagined  that  their  perfonal  interefl,  which 
ought  not  to  have  been  forgotten,  fuggefted  to 
them,  by  the  introdu6lion  of  the  animals  neceflary 
for  their  own  fubfiftence,  to  hufband  for  thém- 
felves, for  the  time  to  come,  certain  refources  in 

K  2  thofe 
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^hofe  diftant  countries  where  their  ûiips  might 
touch  when  they  crofs  the  vafl:  fea  which  feparates 
America  from  Asia  ;  and,  to  examine  the  quefv 
tion  philofophically,  it  is  not  perhaps  unfortunate 
for  the  inhabitants  of  the  iflands  that  Europeans  are: 
not,  by  procuring  fupplies  too  eafily,  tempted 
to  pay  them  too  frequent  vifits. 

If  we  can  be  furprifed  that  the  make  of  the  Spa- 
niards has  kft  no  fhoot  in  the  Ifland  of  Santa^ 
Christina,  we  mufl  be  flill  morefo  to  fee  neither 
in  the  hands  of  the  inhabitants,  nor  in  their  ha- 
bitations, any  of  the  Ei/ropeak  commodities  which 
Captain  Cook  left  there,  in  1774,  in  exchange  for 
the  provifions  that  he  obtained  :  it  even  appeared, 
when  a  looking-glafs  was  prefented  to  them,  that 
it  was  the  fini:  time  of  their  feeing  one  :  we  are 
aflured  that  they  were  abfoluteîy  ignorant  of  the 
ufe  that  can  be  made  of  a  knife  :  and,  if  the  French 
had  not  known  of  the  voyages  of  their  predeceffors, 
they  might  have  believed  that  they  were  the  firft 
navigators  who  had  landed  on  thefe  iflands.  How- 
ever, the  natives  who  inhabit  the  environs  of  the 
Bay  of  La  Madre  de  Dios,  remembered  very 
well  the  vifit  of  the  Englifh  ;  and  the  name  of 
Captain  Cook  had  remained  engraved  on  their 
memory  ;  but  this  is  all  that  remained  of  this 
fécond  vifit  af  the  Europeans.  We  are  not  afto- 
nifhed  that  they  fliould  have  lofl:  all  remembrance 
of  that  of  the  Spaniards  ;  two  centuries  have  elapfed: 
fince  that  period  ;  and  to  the  iflanders  of  the 
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Great  Ocean,  two  centuries  are  what  is  to  us- 
alinofl  an  eternity  ;  but  how  happens  it  that,  in 
the  fhort  fpace  of  feventeen  years,,  the  ufe  of  look- 
ing-glafles  and  that  of  knives  are  entirely  forgot- 
ten ?    How  happens  it  that  looklng^glafles,  knives, 
hatchets,  nails,  glafs-beads,  kc.  ^re  ^11  deftroyed, 
or  have  vanifhed  ?    We  are  at  a  lofs  what  con- 
jecture to  form  in  regard  to  their  having  difap- 
peared  in   fo  unaccountable  a   manner.  Thç 
iflanders  are,  in  general,  too  greedy  after  our  com- 
modities, which  they  endeavour  to  procure  even  by 
theft,  fometimes  at  the  expenfe,  and  always  at  the 
rifk  of  their  life  ;  they  appear  to  fet  too  great  a 
value  on  them,  for  us  to  be  able  to  fupppfe  that 
the  natives  of  Santa  Christina  had  parted  with 
'  tl)ofe  which  they  had  received  from  the  Englifli, 
to   the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  iflands 
with  whom  they  may  have  a  communication  : 
and  would  they  have  parted  with  the  whole  of 
them,  fo  as  not  to  leave  a  fmgle  article  in  their 
polTeOlon  ?    Is  it  merely  the  effedl  of  their  care- 
lefTnefs,  of  their  negligence,  of  their  thoughtleif- 
nefs,  which  fuffer  all  to  be  deftroyed,  and  occa- 
lion  them  to  forget  every  thing  ?    But  this  effed 
would  have  been  very  quick,  and  would  be  very 
general.    Let  us  vivait  till  other  voyagers  have  pro- 
cured us  new  lights  that  may  guide  us  in  clearing 
up  a  facl,  which,  till  now,  appears  inexplicable. 

It  remains  for  me  to  make  known  the  animals 
which  are  to  be  found  at  Santa  Christina. 

K  3  The 
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The  hog  îs  the  only  quadruped  :  I  do  not  fpeak 
of  the  rat  which,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the 
inhabitants,  has  multiplied  exceffively  in  the  ifland. 
The  fpecies  of  hog  is  fmall,  but  its  flefh  is  delicate 
and  very  well-flavoured.    To  give  an  idea  of  its 
fmallnefs,  Captain  Cook  fays  that  forty  or  fifty 
pigs  were  fcarcely  fufficient  to  give  his  crew  (con- 
fifting  of  one  hundred  and  ten   men)   a  frefh 
meal  *.    It  appears,  however,  that  the  fize  of  this 
animal  varies;  for  George  Forster  obferves 
that  fome  large  hogs  were  purchafed  for  pieces  of 
the  mulberry-bark,    covered  with    red  feathers, 
which  had  been  obtained  at  the  Ifland  of  Tonga- 
Taboo  t-  but  the  fize  is  relative;  and  this  ob- 
fervation  could  not  fix  our  opinion,  did  not  Cap- 
tain C  H  ANAL  inform  us  that  the  weight  of  thefe 
animals  is  between  eight  and  twelve  pounds  :  he 
aflferts  too,  that,  no  where,  has  he  eaten  fuch  good 
fucking  pigs  as  thofe  of  La  Madre  de  Dios  ;  and 
we  fliould  be  tempted  to  imagine  that  it  was  with 
thefe  animals,  torn  from  the  nipple,  that  Captain 
Cook,  fed  his   Ihip's  company.     Although  the 
French  could  procure  but  a  fmall  quantity  of  hogs, 
yet  the  fpecies  appeared  rather  numerous  ;  thefe 
animals  were  feen  in  great  numbers  in  all  the 
houfes,  but  the  inhabitants  declined  to  fell  them. 
The  Englifli,  however,  had  obtained  fome  with 

^  *  Cook*s  Second  Voyage^  vol.  i.  page  303. 
f  G.  Forjîer's  Voyage,  vol.  ii.  page  23. 
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no  great  difficulty,  and  in  a  tolerably  large  quan. 
tity.  The  repugnance  which  the  natives  (hewed 
to  part  with  them  to  the  French,  might  induce  the 
belief  that  the  great  number  which  they  had 
granted  to  the  Englifh,  had,  for  fome  years,  made 
them  feel  a  fort  of  fcarcity  ;  and  that,  inftrudled  by 
experience,  they  had  learned  to  be  more  provident  : 
the  hog  is  an  animal  that  fuits  their  negligence  ; 
it  is  well  known  that  it  does  not  need  much  care, 
and  that  it  is  neceifary  only  to  fuffer  it  to  live,  in 
order  to  fee  it  multiply,  grow,  and  get  fat. 

This  is  not  the  cafe  with  poultry  ;  thefe  require 
trouble  and  attention:  and  indeed  fowls  are  not 
common  ;  it  may  even  be  faid  that  they  are 
fcarce  *  ;  and  we  fliould  imagine  that  the  inhabi- 
tants rear  them  only  for  the  fake  of  plucking  the 
cocks,  whofe  large  tail-feathers,  alTorted  for  form- 
ing plumes,  are  employed  in  fhading  their  hçad- 
drelTes.  Cocks  and  hens  are  the  only  tame  ani- 
mals that  were  feen  in  the  habitations.  It  will 
not  be  matter  of  furprife  that  a  carelefs  people, 
whofe  principal  food  confifls  of  fruits,  to  which, 
during  a  great  part  of  the  year,  is  added  the  eafily- 
taken  produce  of  a  coaft  abounding  with  fifh,  can- 
not determine  to  pay  particular  attention  to  the 
breeding  of  poultry,  which  to  them  are  almoft 
ufelefs. 

'*  Captain  Chanal  fays  that  the  poultry  are  of  the  fize  of 
ours  ;  and  G.  furfler  that  they  arc  of  the  large  fpecies. 


The 
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The  woods  are  flocked  with  a  great  number 
of  various  fmall  birds,  whpfe  plumage  regales  the 
eye,  at  the  fame  time  that  their  warbling  charms 
the  ear.  By  Ihooting  them,  pur  voyagers  would 
have  been  enabled  to  learn  to  what  claifes  they 
belong  ;  but  the  fear  of  alarming  the  worthy  inha- 
bitants of  the  Bay  of  La  Madre  de  Dios,  by  the 
report  of  fire-arms,  faved  the  life  of  feveral  of 
thefe  fongfters  of  the  woods,  whofe  concerts  the 
peaceable  proprietors  of  the  ifland  do  not  attempt 
todifturb.  George  Forster  thinks  that  ,  thefe 
birds  are  of  the  fame  fpecies  as  thofe  which  are 
met  with  at  Taheitee,  but  that  they  are  lefs  niu 
nierous,  and  the  fpecies  lefs  diver fified  *• 

The  oceanic  birds,  which  frequent  the  bay, 
are  man-of-war  birds,  tropic-birds,  boobies,  diffe- 
rent fpecies  of  terns  and  fea-fwallows.  Captahi 
Marchand  killed  a  heron  of  the  fmall  fpecies, 
which  he  faw  perched  on  the  rock  of  the  foutU 
point  of  the  bay. 

The  fea  furnifhes  excellent  rock-fi(h;  the  na- 
tives fuppUed  the  Solide  with  abundance,  and 
of  every  quality  :  the  boni  to.  is  there  very  com„ 
mon.  According  to  Captain  Chanal's  account, 
the  bay  is  often  frequented  by  porpoifes  and 
fharks  :  Surgeon  Roçlet,  on  the  contrary,  does 
;aot  think  that  the  latter  fifh  ever  makes  its  ap- 

*  George  Forjier^s  Voyage^  vol,  ii.  page  26. 
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pearance  there  -,   and  he  founds  his  opinion  on 
the  idea  that  the  natives,  both  men  and  women, 
who  pafs  whole  days  in  the  water,  and  entirely 
unarmed,  would  be  inceflantly  expofed  to  be  de- 
voured by  them.    But  it  appears  that,  in  general, 
this  danger  does  not  much  alarm  the  iilanders  of 
the  Great  Ocean  ;  frequently,  in  the  bays  of 
the  Sandwich  Iflands,  men  are  feen  fwimming 
pell-mell  among  thefe  voracious  animals  ;  and,  in- 
deed, fuch  formidable  neighbours  caufe  them  not 
the  fiighteft  uneafinefs,    "  I  have  feen,''  fays  Cap- 
tain PoRTLocK,  "  five  or  fix  large  fliarks  fwim- 
ming  about  the  (hip,  when  there  have  been,  I 
dare  fay,  upwards  of  a  hundred  Indians  in  the 
^'  water,  men  and  women  ;  they  feemed  quite  in- 
different  about  them,  and   the  fharks  never 
"  offered  to  make  an  attack  on  any  of  them,  and 
yet  at  the   fame  time   would  feize  our  bait 
greedily  ;  whence  it  is  manifeft,  that  they  derive 
their  confidence  of  fafety,  from  their  experience 
*^  that  they  are  able  to  repel  the  attacks  of  thofe 
devouring  monfters 

To  this  remark  of  Portlock  we  may  add, 
that  the  Weft-Indian  and  the  negro  dare  contend 
with  the  fhark  in  clofe  conflid,  and  always  with 
advantage.  They  know  that  the  deftrudlive  power 
of  this  animal  is  limited  by  the  pofition  of  his 
mouth,  which  being  placed  underneath  his  head, 

*  Portloik^s  Voyage^  page  300. 
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at  the  diftance  of  a  foot  from  the  extremity  of 
the  fnout,  permits  him  not  to  feize  his  prey  but 
by  turning  on  one  fide  ;  and  in  order  to  render 
fruitlefs  his  means  of  attack,  as  foon  as  they  dif^ 
cover  him  through  the  tranfparent  waters,  they 
dive  beneath  him,  and,  *  in  rifmg,  they  give  him 
in  the  belly  fome  ftabs  with  a  knife,  which  occa- 
sion his  death  before  he  has  an  opportunity  of  put- 
ting himfelf  in  a  ftate  of  defence.  Thus  it  is  that 
boldnefs  and  addrefs  united  triumph  over  ftrength 
and  ferocity.  Had  Nature  placed  the  mouth  of 
the  fhark  as  (he  has  in  mofl  fifhes,  this  monfter 
would  have  depopulated  the  feas 

The  Ihort  Hay  which  the  French  made  in  the 
Bay  of  La  Madre  de  Dios  fcarcely  permitted 
them  to  fludy  the  climate  ;  but  Captain  Chanal 
obferves  that  the  healthy  and  robuft  look  of  the 
natives  leaves  no  doubt  of  its  falubrity.  George 
FoRSTER,  in  the  courfe  of  his  narrative,  complains 
repeatedly  of  having  been  nmch  incommoded  by 
the  exceffive  heat  that  he  experienced  during  the 
three  days  ftay  which  the  Englifli  made  here  in 
the  month  of  April,  that  is,  in  the  middle  of 
autumn.  The  French  captain,  who  ftaid  here 
a  week  in  the  month  of  June,  the  period  at 
which  winter  begins,  tells  us  that  he  did  not  fee] 
that  heavinefs,  that  oppreiTion  which  is  the  ufual 
effeâ:  of  a  great  heat;   yet  Reaumur'^  thermo- 

•  See  Bomare's  Di^^  d'HiJî>  Nat,  at  the  word  Requin. 
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meter,  which  never  flood  here,  in  the  day,  be- 
low 24  degrees,  frequently  rofe  as  high  as  27; 
and  it  is  feen  in  the  journal  of  the  meteorolo- 
gical obfervations  made  in  Cook's  voyage,  that 
during  his  flay  at  La  Mad  re  de  Dios,  Fahreii^ 
heit\  thermometer  rofe  not,  at  noon,  higher  than 
85  degrees  *,  which  anfwer  only  to  about  23  de- 
grees and  a  half  of  that  of  Reaumur  :  the  Englifh 
therefore  experienced  lefs  heat  than  the  French  ; 
and  yet  the  former  found  it  infupportable,  and 
the  latter  appear  not  to  complain  of  it  :  but  it 
muft  be  obferved,  that  Mr.  Forster,  born  under 
the  fky  of  Germany,  and  Dodor  Sparmann 
under  that  of  Scandinavia,  both  weakened, 
perhaps,  by  the  bad  ftate  of  their  health,  which, 
however,  could  never  relax  their  zeal  or  their 
courage,  or  prevent  them  from  climbing  the  moun- 
tains for  the  purpofe  of  enriching  botany,  muft 
have  been  more  fenfible  to  the  heat,  and  been 
more  fatigued  by  it  than  our  voyagers,  accu domed 
to  the  warm  climate  of  the  fouthern  coafts  of 
France,  and  enjoying  the  moft  perfed  h'ealth. 

Although  the  meteorological  obfervations  made 
by  the  ancient  navigators  merit  not  a  confidence 
equal  to  that  which  is  granted  to  the  obfervations 
of  the  modern  voyagers,  I  think  it  incumbent  on  me 
to  report  thofe  which  Quiros,  a  very  good  ob- 

•  See  AJlronomlcal  Obfervations ^  l^c,  by  William  Wales ^ 
P^Se  354- 

ferver 


?40 


MARCHANDAS  VOYAGE,         (June  I  791. 


ferver  for  Iiis  time,  had  made  on  the  climate 
of  Santa  Christina,  fuch  as  Figueroa  has 
tranfmitted  them  to  us.    I  tranflate  literally  the 
Spanifli   hiiiorian  *.     "  The    conftitution,  the 
^  health,  the  ftrength,  and  the  corpulence  of  this 
people  announce  the  goodnefs  of  the  climate  in 
which  they  live.    We  bore  the  fame  drefs  in 
day  as  in  the  night,  and  the  fun  incommoded 
us  but  little.    We  had  fometimes  a  fliower,  but 
there  fell  no  heavy  rains.    Vv^e  never  perceived 
any  dew  f  or  vapour  ;  and  the  air  was  very 
dry  ;  fo  that  wet  clothes,  which  were  left  on 
the  ground  during  the  night,  were  found  dry 
in  the  morning,  without  there  being  a  ne« 
"  ceflity  to  fpread  them.     But  we  had  no  op.. 

•  Figueroa^  page  246,  the  fourth  after  another  \vhich  bears 
the  fame  numerals. 

f  Mr.  Alexander  DaîrympJe,  who  has  compiled  an  account  of 
Ji^endana^s  voyage,  from  iJwzVoj's letter  to  3Iorga,  and  the  Ex* 
trafts  of  Coreid,  Thevenot)  cind  Phigre,  fays:       They  never 

perceived  lighlning  or  deiu  and  he  quotes,  in  a  note,  the  Spa- 
pifli  text  thus  :  Nunca Je Jent'io  rah,  the  Spanifh  word  raio  (01 
rather  r^^yoy  in  fa6t,  fignifies  thunder  rather  than  lightning; 
t)ut  I  imagine  that  there  is  an  error  of  the  prefs  in  the  original 
which  Mr.  Dalrymple  has  tranflated.  In  th^  edition  of  Figue- 
roa of  1633,  (en  Madrid^  en  la  Impr enta  real)  which  I  have 
before  me,  the  text  runs  thus  ;  Nunca  Je  Jenlio  rocio  in  Jc- 
<*  reno  we  never  perceived  any  dev/  or  vapour  ;  the  error 
lies  in  the  word  r^7/V,  thunder,  inilead  of  ro«o,  dew.  It 
feems  to  me  that  the  latter  verfion  agrees  better  with 
what  is  f:u*d  al\erwards  of  the  great  drynefs  of  the  climate. 
See  A*  Dalrymph's  H'Jlorkal  Colkcîïcnsy  vol.  i.  page  6H, 
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portunity  of  learning  whether  this  temperature 

and  this  ftate  of  the  weather  are  the  fame 
"  throughout  the  whole  year.'' 

We  fiiould  not  forget  that  the  Spaniards  were  at 
Santa  Christina  in  the  beginning  of  Auguftj 
^vhich  is  the  lafl  month  of  winter  in  the  fouth- 
ern  hemifphere  5  and  what  Quiros  fays  of  the  aii* 
and  of  the  drynefs  of  the  country,  does  not  con^. 
tradicl  what  the  Englifh  and  French,  who  werd 
not  there  in  the  fame  feafon,  obferved  of  its  heat 
and  humidity  :  it  might  thence  only  be  concluded 
that  the  temperature,  from  one  feafon  to  the 
other,  is  fubje£l  to  great  variations. 

I  fliall  terminate  this  defcription  of  the  îfland  of 
Santa  Christina,  with  the  refult  of  the  ob^ 
fervations  which  were  made,  in  1774  by  the  Eng- 
lifh, and  in  1791  by  the  French,  for  determining 
the  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle  in  that 
illand  and  its  environs. 

In  1774,  fix  obfervatPohs  of  the  fun's  azimuth, 
taken  on  the  9th  of  April,  in  the  Bay  of  La 
Madre  de  Dios,  by  Mr.  William  WaleFj 
Aflrcnomer  on  board  the  Resolution,  gave  no 
more  than  i"'  28'  of  call:  variation  ;  but,  on  the 
6th  of  the  fame  month,  by  fix  obfervations  of  the 
fame  kind,  taken  in  the  parallel  of  the  bay,  and 
under  a  meridian  which  differs  from  its  own 
only  a  few  minutes,  it  was  found  to  be  5''  33^^ 
45"  J  and,  on  the  12th  of  the  fame  month,  if 
wajî  4^^  '12.'  Mr,  Walts  jufily  concludesj, 
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from  the  comparifon  of  the  refaits  of  the  obfer- 
vations  taken  without  the  bay,  with  the  refult 
of  thofe  which  he  had  taken  in  the  bay  itielf,  that 
the  latter  was  much  too  little.  "  I  can  affign  no 
reafon,"  fays  he,  "  for  the  fmallnefs  of  the 
*  preceding  variation,  if  it  was  not  occafioned  by 
"  drawing  the  binacle  a  Httle  towards  the  lar- 
board  fide  of  the  fhip,  to  have  the  fun  clear  of 
fome  plantains  which  were  hung  up  aft 
The  obfervaticns  taken,  in  1791,  by  Captain 
Marchand,  in  the  bay  itfelf,  prove  that  Mr* 
Wales's  doubt  refpe^ling  the  corrednefs  of  the 
refult  which  he  had  obtained  from  his,  at  the  fame 
place,  was  well-founded  :  eight  obfervations  by 
azimuths,  taken  on  the  iSth  of  June,  gave,  by  a 
mean,  3^  iB' 30'' for  the  variation:  eight  others 
taken  on  the  following  day,  give  3°  9'  45";  and, 
by  a  mean  between  the  two  mean  refults,  we  have 
3""  14'  8''  for  the  eafl  variation  of  the  needle,  in 
the  Bay  of  La  Madre  de  Diosf.  Two  days 
after,  it  was  obferved  at  fea,  at  about  the  diftance 

*  See  AJîronomcal  Ohferuations,  Sec.  h  JV.  Walesy  page 
376* 

It  was  determined  alfo  by  an  obfervation  of  a  wefterly 
amplitude.  By  this  method,  it  was,  on  the  l8th,  found  to 
be  4^  15',  and  on  the  19th,  2^  49'  :  the  mean  would  be  3** 
32'.  The  refult  of  the  obfervations  of  the  fun's  azimuth, 
doubtlefs,  deferves  the  preference  ;  but  if  it  were  wifhed  to 
take  a  mean  between  them  all,  the  variation  would  be  3^  53 
call. 
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of  thirteen  leagues  to  the  weft-north-wefl  of  the 
bay,  and  it  was  there  found  to  be  4^  32'. 

It  IS  evident  that  this  determination,  made  with* 
out  the  bay,  differs  very  little  from  the  laft  refuk 
of  Mr.  Wales  in  the  fame  fituation  ;  and  it  may 
thence  be  concluded  that,  in  the  fpace  of  feven- 
teen  )ears,  the  variation  of  the  compafs  has  not 
undergone  any  material  change  in  this  latitude. 
The  lafl:  obfervation  equally  proves  that  the  refult 
of  thofe  which  Mr.  Wales  had  taken  in  the  bay, 
was  too  little,  as  that  aflrononier  had  himfelf  pre- 
fumed. 

After  having  confidered  the  iilands  which  com- 
pofe  the  group  of  the  MaPvQuesas  de  Men* 
DOÇA,  under  general  points  of  view,  fuch  as 
might  be  prefented  to  us  by  voyagers  who  did 
not  land;  after  having  flopped  with  them  at 
Santa  Christina,  whofe  bay  and  environs  I 
have  defcribed,  together  with  the  habitations,  the 
quality  of  the  foil,  the  productions  of  the  earth, 
the  animals  which  it  feeds,  and  thofe  whofe  exift- 
ence  the  fea  fupports,  it  remains  for  me  to  paint 
the  men  who  inhabit  this  ifland^  to  make  them 
known  under  the  particular  points  of  vi^w  v/hich 
mufl;  intereft  the  philofopher,  and  which  may  have 
been  diftinguifhed  and  feized  by  rapid  obferva- 
tion. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  iiland  of  Santa  Chris- 
tina appear  not  to  have  degenerated  fmce  the  firft 
vifit  that  was  paid  to  them  by  the  Europeans,  in 
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ï  595  ?  Q^HROS,  in  a  Memoir  which,  on  his  return 
from  MbND ana's  expedition,  he  prefented  to  the 
Viceroy  of  Peru,  affirms  that  the  iflands  called  Las 
Marqjjesas  de  Mendoça  are  inhabited  by  men 
of  fo  good  a  difpofition,  that  none  of  the  nations 
which  had,  till  then,  been  difcovered  can  be  com- 
pared to  them  The  accounts  of  Mendana's 
voyage  have  entered  into  no  particular  detail  re- 
fpeding  the  natives  of  Santa  Christina  ;  thefe 
mention,  in  general,  that  they  appeared  not  fo 
fair  as  thofe  of  La  Madalena,  and  that,  in  other 
refpects,  they  refemble  the  latter,  not  only  in  per- 
fon,  but  alfo  in  language,  weapons,  canoes,  &c. 
Captain  Cook  and  Mr.  Forster  have  repre-^ 
fented  them  to  us  as  the  handfomefl:  race  of 
men  that  they  had  feen  on  all  the  iflands  of  the 
Great  Ocean  :  Captain  Ci-îanal  and  Surgeon 
RoBLET  aflert  that  the  Englifh  navigators  have 
not  flattered  them,  and  add  that  they  furpafs  all 
the  other  nations  by  the  beautiful  proportions  of 
their  body  and  the  regularity  of  their  features* 
If  voyagers  have  not  exaggerated  the  admiration 
with  which  they  were  ftruck  at  the  fight  of  the 
Mendocans  (and  the  expreflion  of  it  is  too  general 
and  too  uniform  for  us  to  refufe  to  believe  it), 
we  fliall  think  with  them,  that  fculpture  might 

*  This  Memoh-  of  ^nros  is  to  be  met  with  in  Figueroa'^ 
work,  iniitled  Hechos  de  D.  Garcia  Hurt  ado  de  Mendoça, 
page  287,  at  the  end  of  another  voyage  performed  by  Men. 
dundi  poilerior  to  that  in  which  he  difcovered  tlie  Mar^uefas. 

take 
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take  her  models  at  Santa  Christina  r  flie 
would  there  find  Hercules,  Antinous,  and 
Ganymede. 

They  are  all  flrong,  tall,  and  extremely  aâ:lve* 
Their  ftature  is  feldom  below  five  feet  four  inches . 
French  ;  and  that  of  five  feet  eight  inches  is 
common.  Their  cheft  and  fhoulders  are  broad^ 
their  thighs  full  and  mufcular,  their  legs  well- 
made,  their  feet  uncomprefled  by  the  cuflom  of 
wearing  flioes  ;  and,  without  being  too  much  in- 
clined to  corpulency,  not  a  thin  man  is  to  be  feen  ; 
they  are  noify,  and  their  voice  is  ftrong  and  fo- 
norous.  Surgeon  Roblet  fays  that  he  faw  but 
one  deformed  man;  his  legs  were  extremely  flen- 
der,  and  his  feet  bent  and  turned  inwards.  George 
FoRSTER  fays  that  he  "  never  faw  a  fingle  deform- 
"  ed,  nor  even  ill-proportioned  man  among 
"  them.*" 

Their  colour,  according  to  the  obfervation  of 
Captain  Chanal,  is  a  bright  brown,  more  or 
lefs  deep:  he  remarked  fome  whofe  colour  ap- 
proaches that  of  the  Malabar  Indians  ;  but  feveral 
fcarcely  differ  from  Europeans  of  the  labouring 
clafs  ;  and  their  fkin  only  is  a  little  tanned.  Their 
hair  prefents  the  fame  varieties  as  that  of  our 
climates  ;  fome  is  flaxen  ;  fome  auburn,  black, 
long,  or  curling  ;  fome  is  very  fmooth,  fome  very 

*  George  ForJler*s  Voyage^  vol.  ii.  page  25. 
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rough  ;  but  no  red  *  or  woolly  hair  is  to  be  met 
with.  They  have  regular  features,  fine  large 
black  eyes,  and  handfome  teeth.  The  greater 
part  have  a  flat  nofe  ;  aquiline  nofes,  however, 
are  not  uncommon  among  them  :  fome  have  their 
lips  a  little  prominent  j  their  countenance  is  frank 
and  open.  The  fame  obferver  perceived  no  dif- 
ferences fufficiently  marked  between  any  indi- 
viduals, to  imagine  that  there  exifl  fpecies  ori- 
ginally different  ;  he  is  inclined  to  think  that  they 
are  all  of  one  and  the  fame  race,  whofe  origin 
feems  to  him  likely  to  be  the  fame  as  that  of  all 
the  iflanders  of  the  Great  Ocean. 

Surgeon  Roblet's  account  differs  from  the  for- 
mer in  fome  points.  "  Moft  of  them,"  fays  he, 
"  have  an  aquiline  nofe,  and  fome  only,  a  flat  one  : 
"  fome  have  long  and  fmooth  hair  ;  others,  fhort 

and  curling;  but  none  have  thick  lips.  AI- 
"  though  the  food,  the  clothing,  the  occupations, 

and  the  mode  of  life  of  all  appear  to  be  the 
"  fame  ;  yet  the  colour  of  their  (kin  exhibits  feve- 
"  ral  fhades,  the  extremes  of  which  are  a  coppery 

red  or  a  yellowifli  white,  and  a  bright  black, 
"  or  that  tawny  colour  of  the  Moors  of  the 
"  coaft  of  BarbaryI."    Thefe  phyfical  differ- 

*  "  Their  hair,  like  ours,"  fays  Captain  Cook^  *'  is  of  many 
coloui  s,  except  red,  of  which  I  faw  none."    A^endana  had 
feen  natives  with  h'ght  hair  at  the  liland  of  La  Mada/ena, 
and  in  great  numbers.    See  page  95  of  this  volume, 
f  ObftTYations  of  Rolkt. 

a  ences 
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ences  in  individuals  feem  to  him  to  indicate  difFer- 
ences  in  the  fpecies.  A  fécond  obfervation  which 
might  fupport  the  opinion  of  the  diverfity  of 
races,  is,  that,  in  order  to  defignate  the  fame  ob- 
jeft,  they  have  feveral  different  names  which  feem 
not  to  belong  to  the  fame  language.  When  we 
know  the  mildnefs  and  hofpitable  difpofition  of 
the  Mendoçans,  we  have  no  difficulty  in  perfuad- 
ing  ourfelves  that,  if  a  ftorm,  or  the  chances  of  the. 
fea  have  thrown  ftrangers  on  their  coaft,  they  have 
received  them  with  friendihip,  and  incorporated 
them  in  the  primitive  nation,  with  which  they  are 
at  this  day  confounded. 

The  Mendoçans  are,  in  general,  abfoluteîy 
naked  ;  for  we  cannot  give  the  name  of  clothing 
to  a  piece  of  cloth  made  of  the  bark  of  a  tree, 
which,  after  having,  like  a  girdle,  palTed  once 
round  the  loins,  falls  down  before  between  the 
thighs  :  the  chmate  requires  no  other  garment  ; 
and  the  intention  of  a  piece  of  drapery  appears 
to  them  fufficient  to  fatisfy  modefly. 

But  if  their  body  is  not  clothed,  at  leaft  they 
negledl  not  to  adorn  it  with  thofe  defigns  known 
by  the  name  of  tattooing.  The  operation  of  tat- 
tooing appears  to  belong  to  tattooers  by  profeffion  ; 
they  perform  it  very  dexteroufly,  making  ufeof 
a  fmall  piece  of  tortoife-fhell,  fimilar,  in  fliape,  to 
a  portion  of  the  blade  of  a  faw,  prefenting  five  or 
fix  ftraight  and  fharp  teeth,  which  is  let  into  a 

L  2  piece 
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piece  of  wood  feven  or  eight  inches  long  *.  The 
taitooer^  after  having  done  over  the  teeth  of  the 
inftrument  with  a  black  paint,  which  appears  to- 
be  nothing  more  than  charcoal-dufl  diluted  with 
water,  holds  the  handle  in  one  hand,  applies  the 
inftrument  to  the  fldn  and  ftrikes  it,  gently,  with 
a  ftick  of  cafuarhia  or  club-wood,  till  all  the  points 
of  the  teeth  have  penetrated  to  the  quick  :  the 
operation  occafions  a  flight  inflammation,  and  a 
fwelling  by  no  means  painful,  which,  however,  doe& 
not  ccafe  for  fome  days.  By  means  of  thefe  punc- 
tures, they  delineated  on  their  face  and  every  part 
of  the  body,  indelible  figures,  fome  of  which  are 
circles  perfeftly  traced;  others,  fegments  of  cir- 
cles ;  others,  fpiral  lines,  fquare  or  oval  figures,  or 
checker-work  ;  others,  in  fliort,  are  lines  inclined  and 
varioufly  crofled,  and  diverfified  lineaments  which, 
on  certain  parts,  as  on  the  forehead,  reprefent  a 
fpecies  of  hieroglyphics  or  charaders  of  Chinefe 
writing.  All  thefe  defigns  are  diftributed  with 
the  greateft  regularity  ;  thofe  of  a  cheek,  an  arm, 
a  leg,  correfpond  exadly  with  thofe  of  the  other  : 
and  this  medley,  extraordinary  as  it  is,  prefents  an 
aflTemblage,  which   is  not   difagreeable   to  the 

*  The  tattooing  imlrument  may  be  compared,  in  this 
fitiiation,  to  one  of  thofe  turning  inftruments  called  a  fcrew- 
pkte,  vhat  which  fervesfor  making  the  worm  of  a  fcrew. 

eye. 
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eye,  becaufe  fymmetry  can  never  fail  in  its 
effea 

The  figures  traced  on  the  face  give  to  the  Mn 
of  the  men  a  dark,  brown  tint  ;  but  the  com- 
plexion of  the  women,  whofe  face  is  not  tatioced^ 
that  of  the  young  lads,  who  have  only  a  few 
pundlures,  that  of  the  children,  who  have  none 
at  all,  is,  by  Captain  Chanal's  account,  as  fair 
as  that  of  fome  Europeans  :  and  it  has  been  feen, 
that,  in  this  refped,  the  obf^rvation  of  the  French 
voyagers  differs  not  from  that  of  the  Englifh  navi- 
gator.   Surgeon  Roblet  thought  he  might  con- 
clude from  his  own  particular  obfervations,  that, 
among  the  men,  the  quantity  of  tattooing,  which 
differs  matenally  between  one  individual  and  an- 
other, is  in  proportion  to  the  age,  the  courage,  the 

*  We  fnould  be  wrong  to  fuppofe  that  tattooing  is  peculiar 
to  nations  half-favage  ;  we  fee  it  pra£lifed  by  civilized  Eu- 
ropeans ;  from  time  immemorial,  the  ' failors  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean, the  Catalans,  French,  Italians,  and  Maltefe,  have 
known  this  cuftom  ,  and  the  means  of  drawing  on  their  fi^in, 
i  ndelible  figures  of  crucifixes,  Madonas,  &c.  or  of  writing  on 
it  their  own  name  and  that  of  their  miftrefs.  But  their 
mode  of  proceeding  differs  from  that  of  the  iflanders  of  the 
Creat  Ocean.  They  execute  the  drawing  by  pricking  the  flcin  to 
the  quick,  with  a  needle,  in  fmall  pundures  clofe  to  each  other  \ 
the  part  drawn  upon  is,  immediately,  covered  with  gunpowder, 
reduced  to  impalpable  dull  ;  to  this  they  fet  fire  ;  and  the  ex- 
plofion,  which  caufes  both  the  fmoke  and  the  particles  of 
powder  to  penetrate  into  the  fltin,  leaves  there  incruftated  the 
drawing,  which  ftiews  itfelf  under  a  blue  colour  that  nothing 
can  ever  efface.. 
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dignity,  or  the  birth  (if  we  may  fuppofe  that  they 
are  acquainted  with  diftindions  of  this  laft  kind); 
and  that,  perhaps,  all  thefe  confiderations  are 
united  and  combined,  in  order  to  determine  the 
number  of  figures  which  are  to  be  fcattered  over 
the  different  parts  of  the  body.  Captain  Chanal 
is  of  opinion  that  the  greater  or  lefs  number 
of  marks  has  no  relation  but  to  age  :  the  old  men 
are  entirely  covered  with  them. 

The  latter  obfcrver  confiders  tattooing  as  the 
ornament  or  the  corredive  of  nakednefs.  "How- 
"  ever  ridiculous,"  fays  he,  "  men  thus  bedizened 
may  appear  to  the  eyes  of  an  European,  I 
"  thought  that  thefe  various  figures  imprinted  on 
"  their  fidn  gave  them  an  air  of  warlike  fiercenefs  ; 
"  and  it  feems  to  me  that,  if  they  did  not  bedi- 
zen  their  face  in  the  fame  manner,  this  deco- 
"  ration  would  by  no  means  be  unbecoming  to  men 
"  who  go  naked." 

With  the  exception  of  the  face,  the  women  are 
not  entirely  exempt  from  tattooing  ;  but  we 
fhould  be  tempted  to  believe  that  they  make  ufe  of 
it  only,  as  we  have  feen  in  France,  at  a  time  the 
recolIe£lion  of  which  is  not  yet  effaced,  women 
the  mofl  ftudious  to  pleafe  apply  on  different  parts 
of  their  face  patches,  the  colour  of  which  forming 
a  contrail  with  the  fairnefs  of  their  complexion, 
mufl  neceifarily  catch  admiration  ;  and  the  ladies 
wifh  to  be  admired  :  the  Mendoça  belles  have  no 
marks  of  tattooing  but  on  the  back  of  the  hand  on 

the 
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the  top  of  the  foot  ;  and  among  them,  thefe  ex- 
tremities are  remarkable  for  the  delicacy  and  pleaf- 
ing  proportion  of  their  fliape.  A  few  flight  tranf- 
verfal  lines  are  alfo  traced  on  their  lips  ;  and  fome 
of  them  have  their  arms  fpotted  with  little  marks 
in  the  form  of  (tars. 

It  has  been  feen  that  the  Mendoçans  wear,  in 
general,  no  clothing  :  once  only.  Captain  Cuok 
had,  while  on  fhore,  a  vifit  from  a  chief  in  a  ha- 
bit of  ceremony  ;  but  the  French  had  not  that 
honour.  He  was  muffled  up  in  a  cloak  made  of 
the  bark  of  the  paper-mulberry  tree  ( morus  papy- 
ri/era J  ;  a  diadem  encircled  his  head  j  round  his 
neck  he  wore  a  kind  of  ruff  or  necklace,  made  of 
light  wood,  the  outer  and  upper  fide  of  which  was 
covered  with  fmall  red  peas,  fixed  on  with  gum  *. 

But  it  does  not  appear  that  thefe  ornaments  are 
exclufively  appropriated  to  the  chiefs  :  all  the 
natives,  without  diftin^lion,  adorn  their  head  and 
body,  according  to  their  tafle  or  fancy. 

From  what  Surgeon  Roblet  obferved,  their 
head-drelTes  and  ornaments  are  very  much  varied  ; 
but  he  was  not  able  to  diftinguifh  whether  thefe 
varieties  have  any  reference  to  dignity  or  age,  or 
ferve  as  diftindions.  Some  have  the  top  of  the 
head  fhaved,  others  the  temples  only  5  fome  wear-- 

•  Cook  lias  given  a  detailed  defcriptlon  and  an  engraved 
drawing  of  this  drefs.  See  his  fécond  Voyage,  voL  i.  page 
310. 
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their  hair  fmooth  ;  others,  frizled  ;  but  not  .one 
appears  to  have  it  of  its  natural  length  :  the  mofl: 
common  cuftom  is  to  aflemble  it  on  the  parietal 
bones,  and  to  form  of  it  two  forts  of  horns^ 
Thofe  who  wear  their  beard  at  its  full  length,  and 
this  is  the  greater  number,  arrange  it  in  different 
ways  :  mofl  frequently  they  part  it  into  two 
tiifts  J  they  fhave  or  pluck  out  the  portion  which 
belongs  to  th€  chin,  and  fuffer  the  refl  to  grow 
on  each  fide  :  many  too  allow  it  to  grow, 
throughout,  its  natural  length,  and  part  it  into 
locks  of  which  they  form  braids,  or  to  which 
they  fallen  the  teeth  of  fifhes,  fometimes  the 
teeth  of  men,  fmall  pieces  of  bone,  fhells,  and 
the  beads  of  coloured  glafs  that  they  receive  from 
Europeans  ;  fome  fuffer  the  middle  part  only  to 
grow  ;  others,  in  fliort,  eradicate  the  whole  of  it. 
Frequently  they  adorn  their  head  with  a  diadem 
or  femi-circle,  furmounted  with  the  feathers  of 
cocks'  tails  or  thofe  of  the  tropic-bird  j  and  thefe 
feathers,  eredl  and  waving,  form  a  beautiful 
plume  ;  at  other  times  they  wear  a  fort  of  helmet- 
vifor,  covered  with  white  cloth,  on  which  are 
traced,  in  black,  various  figures  *  :  fome  wear  a 
diadem  f  or  braided  fillet,  made  of  cocoa-nut  bafs, 

*  Obfervations  of  Roblet, 

■\  One  of  thefe  diadems,  which  I  have  now  before  me,  is 
perfeftly  conformable  to  the  drawing  that  Captain  Cook  ban 
given  of  it  in  his  Jccqnd  voyage.    Plate  xvii.  fig.  4. 


to 
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to  which  they  faften  two  or  three  pearl-oyfter 
Iheils,  of  a  round  fhape,  and  five  or  fix  inches  in  di- 
ameter :  above  the  fhell,  is  a  round  piece  of  tor- 
toiic-fhell,  four  inches  or  four  inches  and  a  half 
wide  ;  above  this,  a  piece  of  mother-of-pearl  of 
an  inch  and  three  quarters  or  an  inch  and  a  half  ; 
and  in  the  middle  of  this  laft,  a  fmall  piece  of 
fhell  about  the  fize  of  a  (hilling  :  the  pieces  of 
flieil  are  perforated  in  fret-work,  like  the  bowl 
of  a  fugar-fpoon,  and  the  defigns  admit  of  the 
white  of  the  mother-of-pearl  being  feen  under- 
neath :  all  thefe  pieces  which  are  concentric  and 
of  unequal  diameters,  form  together  a  large 
cockade,  flriped  circularly,  of  mother-of-pearl  and 
fhell.  This  latter  diadem,  like  the  former,  is  fome- 
times  fur  mounted  by  a  plume  ;  but  it  is  generally 
worn  without  feathers  *. 

The  ornaments  for  the  neck  vary  according  to 
their  caprice.  Some  have  a  large  gorget,  com- 
pofed  of  fmall  pieces  of  a  light  wood,  ftrung,  and 
adhering  one  to  the  other  by  means  of  fome  fpe- 
cies  of  gum  or  fize,  on  which  are  ftuck,  in  great 
numbers,  fmall  red  feeds,  marked  with  a  black  fpot 
at  one  end  t  ;  others,  a  chaplet  compofed  of  red 

hufks, 

*  Obferyations  of  Robkt, 

t  It  is  probable  that  thefe  red  feeds  are  the  fame  as  thofe 
called  by  George  Forjler  fcarlet  beansy  which  he  fays  are  em- 
ployed for  the  fame  ufe,  and  which  Captain  Cook  calls  red 
feat  ;  thefe,  according  to  Mr.  Forjler ^  are  the  feeds  of  the 

ahrut 
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huflcs,  belonging  to  a  fruit  which  has  the  form  of 
the  pine-apple,  and  of  which  Surgeon  Roblet, 
who  mentions  it,  never  faw  them  eat  :  fome  con- 
tent themfelves  with  wearing,  fufpended  to  their 
neck,  poliOied  pieces  of  bone,  of  fhells,  of  white 
coraî,  or  ftone  of  various  Ihapes^  and  the  greater 
part  made  in  imitation  of  a  large  tooth  :  this  lafl: 
ornament  might  be  taken  for  a  fort  of  amulet. 
Although  all,  in  general,  both  men  and  women, 
have   their  ears   pierced,    none   were    feen  to 


éilru.?  pyecatonus  of  Linnaus.  See  George  Forjler^ s  Voyage^ 
ToL  ii.  page  1 6,  and  CooJi's  fécond  ■voyage ^  vol.  i,  page  310. 

By  Pai'UnJon^  account  (page  43  of  his  Journal),  the 
TaheitearxS  call  this  tree,  or  perhaps  Its  feed,  Berdee-beedeeo, 
*«  of  thefe  they  form  ear-nngs'%  fays  he,  "  and  alfo  ftick 
**  them  on  a  fillet  which  they  wear  on  their  head." 

The  ahrus  precatorius  is  a  tall  tree;  it  is  the  panacoco  of 
Cayenne,  where  it  pafTes  for  black  ebony  :  it  grows  alfo  in  the 
Weft  India  Iflands.  Its  bica  (^alburnum)  is  not  lefs  compad 
thai!  the  heart,  or  the  wood  properly  called,  of  which  are 
made  peftles  fo  hard  that,  it  is  faid,  they  blunt  iron. 

Each  feed  of  this  tree  is  like  a  little  pea  of  a  beautiful  red, 
one  of  the  ends  of  which  is  marked  with  a  black  fpot  like 
polifhed  ebony.  Of  this  the  ncgreffes  i.iakc  difterent  orna- 
l^l3euts  for  the  body,  and  chaplets.  The  Liidits  of  Eu^  ope  have 
not  difdained  to  employ,  in  their  drefs»  tl  is  fimple  produ6lioji 
of  a  vegetable,  known  in  France  by  the  name  of  Graine 
d* Amérique,  Every  day  we  fee  the  modefl  feeds  of  the pana- 
eocQy  ftningtogc  hti  m  necklnces,  bracelets,  or  garlands,  parti- 
cipate, with  the  0  ih'a.u  productions  of  Golconda  and  Ceylon^ 
to  which  icarcity  i.  -  parts  fo  great  a  value,  in  the  advantage 
af  adding  a  luftre  t  •  beauty  :  they  are  particularly  in  requeft 
with  young  women,  vv  h'.j  are  not  apprehenfive  that  the  contrail 
©f  this,  biilliant  red  may  efface  the  rofes  of  their  complexion. 


wear 
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vvear  pendants  habitually  :  but  the  holes  of 
three  or  four  lines  in  diameter  which  they 
make  in  them,  appear  intended  to  receive  acci- 
dentally the  articles  on  which  they  fet  the  greatefl 
value.  In  the  number  of  their  niofi:  curious  or^ 
naments,  they  reckon  all  that  they  receive  from 
flrangers,  and  even  all  that  they  can  fteal  from 
them  :  every  thing  is  hung  to  the  neck,  the  ears, 
and  the  waift.  A  young  Mendoça  girl  was  feen 
ftrutiing  with  the  rufly  tin-bafon,  which  (he  had 
purloined  from  the  barber  of  the  Solide,  wearing 
it  as  a  gorget  ;  and  a  man  too,  impudently  wear- 
ing the  rammer,  (lolen  from  Captain  Mar- 
ckand's  mufket,  thruft  through  the  hole  in  his 
ear,  and  hanging  at  his  fide.  They  alfo  adorn 
their  head,  their  arms,  their  waift,  their  knees, 
their  infteps,  as  well  as  one  end  of  their  clubs  and 
their  other  weapons,  with  trèfles  or  locks  of  hair 
which  may  be  that  of  the  enemies  whom  they  have 
flain  in  battle  ;  but  which,  from  the  knowledge 
that  we  have  of  their  facility  in  forgetting  injuries, 
we  fhould  rather  imagine  muft  be  that  of  their 
friends,  or  of  their  dead  relations*  However  they 
may  come  by  this  hair,  they  attach  fo  great  a 
value  to  the  ornaments  which  are  compofed  of  it, 
that  they  cannot  determine  to  difpofe  of  them  but 
with  the  greateft  repugnance,  and  only  for  the 
purpofe  of  obtaining  fuch  of  our  European  trifles 
as  for  the  moment  excite  moft  warmly  their  cu- 
riofity  and  their  wiflies  :  but,  as  thefe  ornaments 

are, 
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are,  in  general,  full  of  vermin,  ftrangers  are  fel- 
dom  tempted  to  put  their  complaifance  to  the  teft, 
and  require  that,  by  parting  with  thefe  objeds  of 
their  mofl  tender  affections,  they  fhould  make  a 
facrifice  which  appears  to  cofl ,  their  fenfibility  fo 
dear.  They  wear  alfo,  hung  to  their  waifl:  and 
on  their  fhoulders,  one,  two,  and  fometimes  three 
fculls  :  but  thefe  relics  feem  not  to  be  in  their  eyes 
fo  valuable  as  the  hair  ;  for,  of  their  own  accord, 
and  without  being  ailced  for  them,  they  offered 
them  in  exchange  for  fuch  of  our  commodities  as 
they  wifhed  to  procure  *. 

Among  their  ornaments,  we  may  likewife 
reckon  large  fans,  formed  of  the  fibres  of  fome 
plaited  bark  or  coarfe  grafs,  which  they  frequently 
whiten  with  lime,  and  which  they  make  ufe  of  to 
cool  themfelves  ;  and  parafols  made  of  large  palm- 
leaves,  which  they  adorn  with  feathers  of  different 
fizes  and  of  various  colours. 

The  fame  voyagers,  who  have  admired  the  beau- 
tiful proportions  of  the  men  of  Santa  Chris- 
tina, agree  equally  as  to  the  beauty  of  the 
women.  No  doubt,  feamen,  whom  a  long  abfence 
has  feparated  from  the  fairer  half  of  the  human 
race,  without  being  able  to  make  them  forget  the 
fex,  are  all  difpofed  to  think  fuper-eminently  hand- 
fome  the  firft  women  who  prefent  themfelves  to 
their  eyes  ;  in  them  they  fee  charms  which  they 

*  The  Englifh  make  no  mention  of  thefe  fculls. 

no 
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no  longer  poflfefs  j  they  lend  them  thofe  which 
they  never  had  : 

La  première  Philis  du  hameau  alentour 
*^  EJi  la  Sultane  favorite  ^ 
Et  le  miracle  de  P Amour 

faid  our  poet  Gresset  during  a  convalefcence  ; 
and  the  feaman  who  comes  on  fhore,  after  a  long 
voyage,  is  always  convalefcent.  However,  we 
have  as  a  pledge  of  the  truîy-remarkable  beauty  of 
the  women  of  the  Mendoça  Iflands,an  aflemblage 
of  teflimonies,  which  cannot  be  attributed  folely  to 
the  too  favourable  difpofition  of  the  obfervers. 
The  Spaniards  who  did  not  land'  on  the  Ifland  of 
La  Madalena,  and  had  no  communication  but 
with  the  natives  in  thç  canoes,  could  not  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  women  of  that  ifland  ;  but  they 
fpeak  with  enthufiafm  of  thofe  of  Santa  Chris- 
tina. Hearken  to  Quiros  and  Figueroa,  whom 
I  tranflate  literally  :  "  They  have,"  fay  both,'  "  the 
moft  regular  features,  handfome  hands,  pleafmg 
fhape,  elegant  ftature  ;  and  feveral  among  them 
"  jurpafs  in  perfeélion  the  moji  beautiful  women  of  the 

*  Which  may  be  thus  imitated  : 

When  conuakfcent  forth  I  ftroll, 

And  chance  feme  village-maid  to  fee, 
Delulive  tranfports  feize  nriy  foul, 

And  Kate  is  all  divine  to  me. 

Tran/lator. 

"  capital 
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"  capital  ^Peru*."  The  Englifh  had  no  op- 
portunity of  beln^  acquainted  with  the  women 
who  inhabit  the  Bay  itfelf  of  La  Mad  re  ds 
Digs  :  we  are  ignorant  what  motive  could  induce 
the  latter  to  withdraw  from  the  fight  of  the 
ftrangers  ;  but  it  will  not  be  fufpeded  that  it  was 
through  referve  or  modefty.  The  day  after  their 
arrival,  they  faw  but  a  fmgle  one,  mixed  with  a 
group  of  men  :  fiie  appeared  elderly  ;  and  George 
FoRSTER,  who  examined  her,  afferts  that  fhe  was 

fcarcely  diftinguifiiable  from   a  Taheitean  f 
the  next  day  he  perceived  another,  "  a  young 
*^  woman,"    fays  he,   "  who   came  out  of  a 

houfe  before  us,  and  haftened  up  the  hills  as 
"  faft  as  we  advanced.  She  was  drelTed  in  a 
"  piece  of  cloth,  made  of  the  mulberry-tree's  bark, 
"  and  reaching  to  the  knees.    Her  features  were 

like  thofe  of  the  Taheitee  women,  as  far  as  we 
"  could  difcern  at  the  diftance  of  thirty  yards, 

which  fhe  took  care  to  preferve  between  herfelf 
"  and  us,  and  her  ftature  was  middle-fized  J.'* 
The  French  mull  have  thought  that,  fmce  the 
voyage  of  the  Engiifh,  the  vi^omen  of  La  Madre 
BE  Dios  had  grown  very  familiar.  Reinhold 

*  Excedicndo  muchas  in  perfcchn  a  las  mas  hermojas  de  Lima. 
Figueroa,  page  245. 

N.  B.  The  numbers  245,  246,  747.  248  are  repeated  in  the 
pages  by  miftake  ;  it  is  the  fécond  245. 

-f  Gerjrge  Forjier^s  Voyage^  vol.  ii.  page  20, 

J  Ibid,  $2ig^  25. 

FoRSTER 
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FoRSTER  was  more  favoured  than  his  fon  :  he  had 
an  opportunity  of  obferving  a  fomewhat  confider- 
able  number  of  women  in  a  tour  that  he  made  with 
Captain  Cook  to  one  of  thofe  bays,  fituated  to 
thefouthward  of  that  of  La  Madre  de  Dios,  and 
which  Captain  Marcpiand  alfo  vifited.  "The 
"  women,"  fays  he,  have  a  foft,  melting  outline, 
"  the  fmefl:  fymmetry,  and  the  moil  delicate  ex- 
"  tremitles.  Their  fize  runs,  in  general,  to  the 
"  middle  ftature  of  men,  and  few,  or  none,  are 
"  what  we  could  call  little  Mr.  George 
FoRSTER  adds  to  this  defcription,  that  "  fome,  in 
"  feature,  approached  the  pleafmg  contour  of  the 
"  Taheitean  women  of  quaHty  f."  One  of  the 
handfomeft  of  thofe  who  prefented  themfelves  to 
the  Englifh  was  drawn  by  Mr.  Hodges;  an  en- 
graving of  her  portrait,  which  is  given  as  a  flrik- 
ing  likenefs,  is  to  be  found  in  Cook's  fécond  voyage. 
If,  in  fa£l,  this^portrait  be  that  of  the  handfomeft, 
of  the  Mendoça  belles,  it  is  allowable  to  doubt 
whether  a  painter  would  be  tempted  to  borrow 
from  it  a  fmgle  feature  to  add  to  his  Venus. 
A  clumfy  head,  a  fquare  face,  the  forehead  of 
which  occupies  half  its  height,  bufhy  eye-brows, 
a  broad  flat  nofe,  a  wide  mouth,  and  thick  lips, 
drooping  cheeks,  ftrong  and  broad  flioulders,  and 
enormous  breads  :  fuch  is  the  beauty  that  the  Eng_ 
lifh  drawing  offers  to  our  admiration.  The  portrait 

*  Retnhold  ForJler''s  Obfer'vations,  &c.  page  233.  , 
t  G.  ForJIcr^s  VoyagCf  vol.  ii.  page  30. 

which 
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which  Captain  Chanal  has  drawn  of  the  women 
of  La  Madre  de  Digs,  by  no  means  refembles 
this  caricature  ;  but  we  find  in  it  the  women  feen 
by  Mendana  and  QuiRos,  thofe  whom,  in  fpite 
of  national  pride,  they  are  forced  to  place  above 
the  mo  ft  beautiful  of  Lima,  thofe  whofe  portrait  the 
voyagers  belonging  to  the  Resolution  have  them- 
felves  taken  a  pleafure  in  (ketching  to  us  in  their 
narratives.  Figure  to  yourfelf  women  as  handfome 
and  better  made  than  the  females  of  Europe  ,  fine 
eyes,  a  look  which  befpeaks  fv/eetnefs  and  invites 
pleafure,  every  feature  of  a  perfect  regularity  :  re- 
prefent  to  yourfelf  the  beauty  of  nature,  which  art 
has  not  fpoiled  by  wiOiing  to  improve  it  :  to  the 
charms  of  face,  the  eafe  of  (hape,  the  harmony  of 
contours,  the  elegance  of  form,  add  a  foft  fkin, 
fairer  than  that  of  our  men,  becaufe  being  all  of 
them  intent  to  pleafe,  they  take  the  greateft  care 
to  preferve  it,  beautiful  teeth,  a  pretty  hand,  and 
a  foot  which,  never  having  been  comprelTed  by  any 
fort  of  ftioe,  is  not  deformed,  and  yet  is  not  large  : 
you  will  have  feen  the  Mendoça  belle  of  the 
French. 

The  women,  although  they,  in  appearance,  wear 
more  garments  than  the  men,  are  fcarcely  more 
clothed.  A  piece  of  cloth  of  the  bark  of  the 
paper-mulberry-tree,  twifled  round  their  loins,  and 
intended  to  come  down,  in  the  form  of  a  hoop.] 
or  petticoat,  below  the  knee,  feldom  reaches  fo 
far  :  another   cloth,  thrown  carelefsly  over  their 

fhoulders. 
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fhoulders  long  enough  to  fall  down  to  their  heels, 
and  defigned  to  cover  their  bofom,  which  it  feldom 
conceals  from  the  viev/,  envelops  the  whole  body 
in  fuch  a  manner  that,  accordinp;  to  the  ex- 
preffion  of  the  painters  taken  in  a  literal  fenfe 
the  drapery  prevents  not  the  naked  parts  from 
being  feen.  But  thefe  garments  are  of  little  ufe 
to  them  :  being  a  fpecies  of  amphibious  animal, 
they  fpend  a  great  part  of  the  day  in  the  water,  and 
appear  there  as  much  at  their  eafe  as  if  they 
were  reclined  on  a  mofTy  carpet,  or  fporting  on  a 
feather-bed.  Their  head  is  not  loaded  with  vain 
ornaments  ;  they  fuffer  their  fine  hair  to  float  at 
the  will  of  the  zephyrs  ;  only,  when  they  are  ex- 
pofed  to  the  air,  a  large  palm-leaf  fupplies  the  place 
of  a  parafol,  and  proteds  their  complexion  from 
the  too  intenfe  heat  of  the  fun  :  fometimes,  and  ef» 
pecially  when  they  come  out  of  the  water,  they 
wrap  up  their  head  in  a  corner  of  the  cloth  that  is 
fuppofed  to  cover  them.  On  the  arrival  of  the 
French,  they  wore  necklaces  compofed  of  black 
feeds,  intermingled  with  fmall  fhells  ;  but  to  thefe 
they  foon  fubftituted  our  glafs-beads,  of  which  they 
are  pafiionately  fond.  Although  their  ears  are 
pierced  like  thofe  of  the  m^en,  very  few  are  feen 
with  pendants  ;  but  they  fufpend  in  them  all  the 
European  trifles  that  are  capable  of  being  adapted 
to  that  purpofe.  Surgeon  Rob  let  fays  that  he 
knows  not  whether  depilaiion  be  a  general  cufl:om 
among  them^  and  whether  every  part  pf  the  body 
voi,.  I.  M  be 
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be  equally  fubje6l  to  it  ;  but  we  are  afiured  that,  in 
the  parts  which  nature  has  puipofely  veiled,  they 
refped  not  her  work. 

If  the  women  of  this  country  have  been  fa- 
voured with  beauty  and  graces,  they  have  alfo  a 
fhare  of  coquetry  that  enables  them  to  make  the 
moft:  of  thefe  advantages  :  the  fmiie,  the  play  of 
the  eyes,  all  that  fort  of  little  manoeuvring  which 
appears  to  them  familiar  and  habitual,  befpeaks 
difcernment  and  acutenefs.  A  preference  flatters 
their  vanity  :  a  refufal  excites  their  vexation. 
They,  however,  appear  not  fufceptible  of  jealoufy 
in  regard  to  each  other  :  Surgeon  Roblet  fays 
that  he  has  feen  fome  who,  after  being  rejeded  by 
men,  cheerfully  joined  and  made  friends  with  fuch 
of  their  female  companions  as  had  obtained  a  pre- 
ference. We  cannot  difcover  to  what  other  caufe, 
than  unbridled  libertinifm,  mull  be  attributed  that 
difgulling  facility  with  which  they  proflitute  them- 
felves  to  flrangers  whom  they  never  faw  before, 
whom  they  will  never  fee  again,  and  to  whom  all 
vie  with  each  other  in  eagernefs  to  make  advances 
and  incitements.  We  are,  at  firft,  inclined  to 
think  that  intereft:  is  their  motive,  and  that  the 
immoderate  defire  of  obtaining  the  new  articles  to 
which  they  attach  fo  great  a  value,  fuch  as  rib- 
bands, knives,  looking-glafTes,  and  glafs-btads, 
with  them  prevails  over  bafiifulnefs,  over  that 
interefting  timidity  which  feems  natural  to  their 
fex,  and  which,  in  our  eyes,  embelliilies  beauty  : 

but 
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bat  we  abandon  this  idea,  when  we  fee  that  fre- 
quently they  'give  their  favours,  and  do  not  fell 
them  ;  fometimes  even^  if  there  has  been  a  bargain 
concluded,  and  the  confideratioa  is  refufed  them 
when  they  have  fulfilled  the  conditions  of  it,  they 
neither  manifeft  chagrin  nor  ill-humour.  We 
Ihould  imagine  that  they  confider  this  refufal  only 
as  an  omiffion  of  form,  which  makes  no  change 
in  the  main  point»  Amidfl:  this  licentioufnefs,  this 
dilTolution  of  morals,  which  devotes  them  to  all 
men  indifcriminately,  they  preferve  an  appearance 
of  modefty  and  decency,  as  an  involuntary  homage 
which  vice  pays  to  virtue  :  when  they  came  off  to 
the  fhip,  fwimming,  and  (tripped  of  their  gar- 
ments, they  always  wore  a  narrow  girdle  from 
which  hung  long  plantain-leaves,  and  they  appeared 
very  ftudious  not  to  fuiFer  themfelves  to  be  feen 
entirely  naked;  but  thefe  leaves,  inceffantly  de- 
ranged by  the  motions  of  their  body,  concealed  no 
better  than  the  hands  of  the  Venus  pudtca  what  they 
wifhed  to  fkreen  from  the  fight:  and  it  may  be 
fuppofed  that  it  was  not  their  intention  that  théif 
efforts  to  Veil  their  charms  fhould  be  completely 
fuccefsful 

From 

*  It  IS  not  poffible  to  imagine  tb  what  a  pitch  difTolutiQii 
of  morals  Î3  carried  in  the  Ifland  of  Santa  Chrijlina.  My  pen 
refufes  to  trace  details  that  would  be  too  difgufting,  even 
through  thé  veil  in  which  we  might  endeavour  to  envelop 
them  :  this  would,  perhaps,  be  indicating  them  too  plainly, 
were  it  not  ufeFul  to  maJc£  men  fometimes  blufti^at  the  tur- 

M  %  pitudc 
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From  what  it  has  been  poffible  to  learn  of  the 
private  and  domeflic  life,  and  manners  of  the  na- 
tives of  the  Ifland  of  Santa  Christina,  we 
fhould  hefitate  to  believe  that  they  are  acquainted 
with  conjugal  union  ;  at  leaft  it  is  certain  that  the 
men  know  no  more  of  jealoufy,  than  the  women 
do  of  fidelity.  Every  woman  feems  to  be  the  wife 
of  all  the  men  ;  every  man,  the  hufbandof  all  the 
women  ;  every  man  mak^s  to  ilrangers  the  offer 
of  every  woman,  without  difference  or  diftinclion,  • 
himfeif  officiating  as  mafier  of  the  ceremonies. 
Men  DANA  had  remarked  that  each  houfe  or  ha- 
bitation was,  according  to  Figue roa's  expreflion, 
u?2a  co?nmunidad  *,  a  community  ;  and  the  Spa- 
niards judged,  from  the  number  of  mats  which 
they  faw  fpread  on  the  iloor,  and  which  marked 
the  places  for  fleeping,  that  each  common  houfe 


pitude  of  tlie  human  fpecies.  Surgeon  Rollet  fays  that  fre- 
quently there  were  prefented  to  the  French,  girls  who  were 
not  more  than  eight  years  old;  and  thefe  were  not  novices  ! 
Frequently  men  and  women  were  feen  gratifying  themfelves 
publicly,  and  amid  the  loud  plaudits  of  numerous  fpeélators 
of  both  fexes,  in  a£ts  which  brutes  alone,  and  among  them 
fome  only,  indulge  without  myllery.  I  have  alfo  been  told, 
and  I  am  not  willing  to  believe  it,  that  four  old  women  were 
feen  to  lend  their  infamous  alTiftance  in  holding  by  force,  and 
in  fpite  of  her  cries,  an  unfortunate  viôim  who  had  fcarcely 

attained  aluftre  and  a  half  ;  while  an  unnatural  man  

and  this  man,  to  our  fhame,  is  of  the  clafs  of  thofe  whom  we 

*  Figiiero^  page  245, 

muft, 


June  1791J        marchand's  voyage.  165 

mufl:,  during  the  night,  contain  a  great  number  of 
individuals,  lying  peli-mell  :  from  the  community  of 
beds  to  the  community  of  women,  the  difference 
in  the  (hade  is  fo  immaterial,  that  it  is  allowable  to 
apprehend  that,  in  the  dark,  the  two  tints  fometimes 
happen  to  be  confounded  *.  But  too  frequently 
appearances  deceive  the  obferver  who  is  the  mofl 
on  his  guard  againfl  iilufion  and  miftakes  :  let  us,, 
in  order  to  pronounce  on  a  fa£l  fo  charaderiftic 
as  this  in  the  manners  of  a  nation  which  we  are 
endeavouring  to  divine,  wait  till  a  longer  inter- 
courfe  with  Europeans  has  confirmed  or  diflipated 
our  doubts.  If,  to  the  fhame  of  human  nature, 
new  obfervations  fhould  ever  happen  to  prove  that 
the  community  of  women,  without  diftindlion  of 
age  or  relationfhip,  is  an  inftitution  confecrated 
among  the  natives  of  the  Ifland  of  Santa  Chris-  . 
TINA,  we  fhould  feel  an  extreme  concern  to  find 
ourfelves  obliged  to  debafe,  to  the  level  of  the  brute, 
a  people  who,  in  other  refpeds,  have  forms  fo 
human  f. 

As  for  the  cuftom  of  offering  their  daughters, 
5(<|heir  wives  perhaps,  to  ftrangers,  a  cuflom  fo  con- 
trary to  the  principles  received  among  Europeans 

*  This  reminds  us,  in  fpite  of  ourfelves,  of  Bocaccio\  fable 
of  the  Berger^  put  into  verfe  by  our  ingenious  La  Fontaine. 

f  I  love  to  make  our  doubts  partly  yield  to  the  afTurance 
which  Surgeon  Rollet  thinks  he  is  able  to  give  us,  that  the 
intimate  union  of  the  fexes  between  relations,  is  rigoroufly 
prohibited  :  but  he  cannot  aflign  at  what  degree  relationfliip 
flops. 

M  3  affembled 
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afîembîed  in  focîety,  if  it  can  find  no  excufe,  at 
lead  there  are  examples  of  it,  and  even  among  the 
people  of  antiquity  whofe  focial  inftitutions  have 
been  the  moft  extolled  :  it  may  be  allied  to  preju- 
dices, perhaps  to  a  religious  idea,  to  an  exag, 
gerated  principle  of  hofpitality  ;  it  might  be  con-, 
fïdered  as  a  homage,  as  a  pledge  of  friendfhip  and 
peace,  offered  to  beings  whofe  fuperiority  every 
thing  announces,  and  on  whom  it  is  wifhed  to 
prevail  to  confider  themfelves  as  incorporated  in 
t}ie  nation,  and  making  part  of  the  great  family. 
And  ought  this  cuftom,  difgufting  as  it  is,  to  ap» 
pear  to  us  more  fo  than  that  religious  law  of  a 
great  people  in  ancient  times,  to  which  we  would 
"wilh  to  refufe  our  belief,  fo  fhamefuliy  injurious 
is  it  to  one  half  of  the  human  race,  and  which 
impofed  on  the  innocent  and  timid  virgin,  before 
fhe  pafTed  into  the  arms  of  a  beloved  hufband, 
the  frightful  obligation  of  yielding  up  the  flower 
of  her  charms  to  the  brutality  of  a  ftranger  or  a 
priefl:  *, 

The  accounts  given  by  Quiros  and  Figueroa 
do  not  mention  that  the  Spaniards  had  any  con^? 
nexion  with  the  women  of  Santa  Christina  j 
and  it  has  been  feen  that  the  Englifh,  who  were 
acquainted  wirh  fome  in  the  bays  to  the  fouth- 
ivard,  had  perceived,  on  the  firft  day,  in  that  of 
La  Madre  de  Dios,  only  one  elderly  woman  i 

*  The  law  of  the  Babylonians^ 

and 
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and  on  the  fécond,  only  one  young  woman  who 
fled  at  their  approach.  The  French  faw  feveral 
there,  perhaps  too  many,  and  they  did  not  fly,  or 
they  fled  like  Virgil's  Galatea  *,  This  dif- 
ference in  the  reception  which  the  Englifh  and 
French  met  with  here,  and  which,  no  doubt,  was 
the  efFeâ:  of  chance  and  circumflances,  occurred, 
through  a  fimilar  chance,  at  Easter  Ifland,  that 
fmall  folitary  ifle,  fituated  about  the  twenty-feventh 
degree  of  fouth  latitude,  feven  hundred  leagues 
from  the  coafl  of  Peru  ;  Mefirs.  Forster  who 
make  the  population  of  this  ifland  amount,  in 
men,  to  nine  hundred  individuals  t,  obferve,  as  a 
mod  remarkable  particularity,  that  the  number 
of  women  which  they  could  perceive,  as  well  on 

*  ^*  Et  fug'it  ad faîtceSi  fed fe  cup'tt  ante  vîderi.^* 

This  appofite  quotation  of  M.  Fleurieu  reminds  us  of  a 
fimilar  idea  thus  expreffed  by  Cornelius  Gallus  : 

"  Rrubuit  "vultus  ipfa  puella  meoSf 

Ec  nunc  Jubridens  lûtebras  fugitinja  petebat,"*"* 
*'  At  fight  of  me,  deep-blufh'd  the  lovely  maid, 
**  Then  fide-long  laugh'd,  and  fiying  fought  the  (hade.'-' 

DUNKIM. 

But  Pope's  imitation  of  the  above  paflage  in  Virgil  being 
more  beautiful  than  the  vcrfion  given  of  it,  either  by  Dryden, 
or  Warton,  may  not,  perhaps,  be  unacceptable  to  the 
reader. 

The  fpiightly  Sylvh  trips  along  the  green, 
"  She  runs,  but  hopes  (he  does  not  run  unfeen  j 
**  While  a  kind  glance  at  her  purfuer  flies, 
*'  How  much  at  variance  are  her  feet  and  eyes  !'' 

Tranjlator, 

f  Reinhold  Forjier's  Ohjernat'wns^  P^??^  235. 


the 
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îhe  fhore,  as  in  the  different  parts  with  which 
their  botanizing  excurfions  enabled  them  to  be 
well  acquainted,  does  not,  in  the  whole,  amount 
to  thirty  \  they  likewife  add  that  their  people,  in 
croffing  the  ifland,  almoft  from  one  end  to  the 
other,  fcattered  themfelves  about  in  order  to  fearch 
it,  and  that  it  is  by  no  means  probable  that  if  the 
women  had  concealed  themfelves  in  fome  retreat, 
this  retreat  could  have  efcaped  the  ardent  re- 
fearches  of  failors,  who,  as  is  well  known,  are  ex- 
cellent ferrets  ;  and  they  conclude,  from  this  ap- 
{5arent  fcarcity  of  women,  that,  in  a  fhort  time,  the 
tace  of  m.en  with  which  Easter  Ifland  is  peopled, 
mufl  be  extinct,  and  difappear  from  the  face  of 
the  earth But,  when  La  Perouse,  tv/elve 
years  after,  touched  at  this  very  ifland,  he  found 
the  number  of  women  in  proportion  to  that  of  the 
men,  Ths  females,  who  all  have  an  agreeable 
face  and  fliape,  feemed  to  confider  the  offer  of 
their  favours  as  the  firfl  duty  of  hofpitality  ;  and 
it  may  be  faid  that,  if  it  wele  true  that  Easter 
Ifland  was  threatened  with  depopulation,  the 
French  contributed  not  a  little  to  preferve  it  from 
that  calamity. 

Although,  in  1774,  fome  of  the  Resolution's 
people  had  commerce  with  the  women  of  one  of 
the  bays  fituated  to  the  fouthward  of  that  of  La 
MadaE  de  Digs,  it  did  not  appear,  in  179I3 


*  Gtorge  ForJlerU  VoyagC)  vol.  i.  page  595, 

that 
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that  they  had  left  there  any  traces  af  their  vifit  ; 
Surgeon  Roblet  does  not   fay  that  that  fatal 
difeafe,  at  this  day  fpread  over  the  whole  furface 
of  the  globe,  and  which  attacks  mankind  in  their 
fource,  has  infeded  the  inhabitants  of  the  two 
iflands  with  whom  the  Europeans  have  had  a  com- 
munication :  at  leaft  the  fymptoms  do  not  manifeft 
themfelves  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  recognized. 
Some,  in  truth,  appeared  in  a  few  individuals  be- 
longing to  the  crew  of  the  Solide,  after  the  fhip 
had  quitted  the  Ifland  of  Santa  Christina; 
but  yet  this  would  not  be  a  proof  that  the  ifland 
was  infecled  ;  and  it  would  not  be  aftonifhing 
that  the  excefles  which  thefe  individuals  may  have 
committed,  joined  to  the  influence  of  the  torrid 
zone,  fliould  have  developed  the  germ  of  a  difeafe 
which  they  might  carry  about  them,  or  have  given 
occafion  to  fome  indifpofition  ill-cured,  to  {hew  it- 
felf  under  a  new  form.    Let  us  exprefs  our  wiflies 
that  the  voyagers  who  may,  in  the  fequel,  touch 
at  thefe  iflands,  may  not  have  to  reproach  the 
French  with  a  breach  of  hofpitality,  with  which, 
in  regard  to    people   newly-difcovered,  feveral 
maritime  nations,  with  more  or  lefs  reafon,  have 
mutually  upbraided  each  other. 

Captain  Chanal  and  Surgeon  Roblet  report 
as  obvious  and  common  to  all  the  male  natives  of 
this  ifland,  a  cufl:om  of  which  the  Spanifli  and 
Englifli  voyagers  make  no  mention,  and  which  is 

well  known  to  be  in  like  manner  pra6tifed  by  the 

tribes 
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tribes  on  the  iflands  of  New  Zealand,  that  of 
making,  at  the  extremity  of  a  certain  part  of  their 
body,  a  ligature  which  proves  that  they  are  not 
fubjed  to  circumcifion.  If  their  object  be  not  to 
preferve,  from  the  fling  of  infeds,  the  mofl  tender 
part  of  the  animal,  and,  by  the  cover  which  this 
ligature  forms  over  it,  to  fecure  it  from  all  in- 
jury, we  might  fuppofe,  from  the  knowledge 
which  we  have  acquired  of  the  exceflive  de- 
pravity of  their  morals,  that  this  cufi;om  is  among 
them  nothing  more  than  a  refinement  of  volup- 
tuoufnefs,  the  only  end  of  which  is  that  of  pre- 
ferving,  to  the  part  always  covered,  the  greateft 
irritability,  when  it  ceafes  to  be  fo. 

Captain  Cook  has  defcribed  to  us  the  natives  of 
Santa  Christina  as  the  mofl  filthy  people  that 
he  met  with  in  the  courfe  of  his  long  voyages  :  "  I 
once  faw  them,"  fays  he,  "  make  a  batter  of 
fruit  and  roots  diluted  with  water,  in  a  velTel 
that  was  loaded  with  dirt,  and  out  of  which  the 
hogs  had  been  but  that  moment  eating,  without 
giving  it  the  leaft  wafhing,  or  even  wafhing  their 
hands,  which  were  equally  dirty         Indeed,  he 
concludes  this  reproach  by  a  corredive  :  he  obfer- 
ves  that  "  the  allions  of  a  few  individuals  are  not 
"  fufficient  to  fix  a  cuftom  on  a  whole  nation.'* 
Captain  Chanal  is  very  far  from  confirming  the 

*  CooPs  Second  Voyage,  vol.  i.  page  310  and  311. 

reproach 
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reproach  of  filthinefs  which  Captain  Cook  has  ap- 
plied to  thefe  iflanders  ;  he  fays,  on  the  contrary, 
that,  having  repeatedly  been  prefent  at  their  meals, 
for  which,  men,  women,  and  children  of  the  fame 
houfe  affemble  twice  a  day,  at  noon,  and  before 
night-fall,  he  was  furprifed  at  the  great  cleanlinefs 
which  reigned  there,  and  which  is  to  be  remarked 
in  the  whole  habitation  ;  and  he  adds  that  he  has 
feen  the  inhabitants  of  La  Madre  de  Dios  make 
the  moft  frequent  ufe  of  water  for  wafhing  them- 
felves.  The  obfervations  of  Surgeon  Robx.ei^ 
may  be  adduced  in  fupport  of  this  teftimony  :  he 
adds  that  both  men  and  women  pafs  whole  days  in 
the  water  ;  and  he  obferves  at  the  fame  time  that 
they  neither  are  fatigued  nor  inconvenienced  by 
it.  But  what  (till  proves  that  they  make  a  ha- 
bitual ufe  of  water  in  order  to  maintain  the  cleans 
linefs  of  their  body,  is,  that  no  voyager  has  re- 
marked that  they  were  fubjed  to  cutaneous  dif- 
eafes,  pimples,  ulcers,  &c.,  and  it  is  well  known 
that  thefe  are  common  in  the  burning  climates  of 
the  torrid  zone,  when  either  through  the  fcarcity 
of  water,  or  through  indolence,  the  men  who 
inhabit  them,  are  not  careful  to  cleanfe  tîie  pores 
of  their  Ikin,  which  are  imperceptibly  flopped  by 
a  continual  and  vifcous  perfpiration,  if  it  be  not  in- 
cefTantly  removed  by  bathing  and  ablutions, 
George  For STER  obferves,  in  favour  of  the  na- 
tives of  Santa  Christina,  that  they  are  more 
cleanly  than  thofe  of  ïaheitee,  whofe  cleanli- 

nefs 
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nefs  Captain  CooK  extols:  "At  the  Society 
"  Illands/'  fays  he,  "  the  wanderer's  eyes  and 
"  nofe  are  offended  every  morning,  in  the  midft  of 
"  a  path,  with  the  natural  effeds  of  a  found  di- 
gefiion  :  but  the  natives  of  the  Marquesas  are 
"  accuftomed,  after  the  manner  of  our  cats,  to 
bury  the  offenfive  objeds  in  the  earth 
The  natives  of  Santa  Christina  employ- 
jointly  in  their  food,  meat,  fifh,  fruits,  and  legu- 
mes ;  but  their  diet  is  more  vegetable  than  animal. 
They  drefs  pork  and  fowls  in  ovens  dug  in  the 
ground,  and  heated  with  ftones,  in  the  manner  of 
all  the  iflanders  of  the  Great  Ocean  t  ;  fome- 
times  too  in  wooden  vefTels,  where  the  water  is 
made  to  boil  by  means  of  hot  ftones  which  they 
throw  into  it  repeatedly.  The  bread-fruit  is 
drefled  over  the  bare  fire  :  they  alfo  make  of  it 
a  pafte  which  has  an  agreeable  flavour  |.  Cocoa- 
nuts,  plantains,  ginger,  yams,  and  a  vegetable  the 
tafte  of  which  approaches  that  of  our  fcorzonera, 
and  which  is  gathered  on  a  parafitical  plant,  like- 
wife  make  a  part  of  their  alimentary  regimen. 
Not  unfrequently  they  eat  fifli  raw,  and  fometimes 
even  pork  jj.  This  cuftom,  at  firft  fight,  difgufts 
an  European  ;  but  he  forgets  that  he  himfelf  eats 
raw,  fea-urchins,  oyfters,  mufcles,  &c.  :  would  not 

•*  George  Forjîer's  Voyage^  vol.  ii.  page  28» 
■\  Coops  Second  Voyage,  vol.  i.  page  3 10. 
X  Obfervations  of  Roblet, 
11  Ibid, 
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he  who  had  never  feen  any  eaten,  begin  too  by 
feeling  fome  difguft  ?   The  Mendoçans  experienced  , 
none  in  eating  difhes  drefled  in  our  manner  j  they 
accommodated  themfelves  extremely  wel^  to  French, 
cookery. 

They  know  how  to  extradl  from  the  cocoa-nut 
an  oil,  which  is  probably  employed  in  the  feafon- 
ing  of  their  diflies,  and  the  principal  ufe  of 
which  is  to  anoint  their  whole  body  ;  the  women 
make  a  great  confumption  of  it  for  maintaining  the 
glofs  and  beauty  of  their  hair  *. 

*  The  cuftom  of  anointing  the  whole  body  with  oil  is  com- 
raon  to  feveral  of  the  nations  which  inhabit  the  torrid  zone. 
Thofe  of  Guinea  employ,  for  this  unftion,  the  oil  of  the  ouara 
palm,  which  they  draw  from  the  CdirOj  (the  huHc  of  the  nut 
of  this  treC;)  after  having  macerated  it,  and  which  ferves  for 
the  dreffingof  food,  for  burning,  and  for  medicinal  ufe.  This 
oil  is  brought  into  France  {^and  England  too)  under  the  name 
oi  palm-oil.    It  might  be  imagined  that  inftinft  or  experience 
had  indicated  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Mendoga  IHands,  as  well 
as  to  thofe  of  the  coaft  of  Africa,  that  the  employment  of  oil 
on  the  fldn  is  ufeful  and  falutary  to  men,  who,  on  the  one 
hand,  have  very  copious  perfpirations,  and,  on  the  other,  pafs 
a  great  deal  of  time  in  the  fea- water.    They  are  perfuaded  in 
Guinea,  that  unftion  is  a  prefervative  from  a  cutaneous  difeafe, 
a  fpecies  of  itch,  which  manifefts  itfelf  by  white  and  fharp 
pimpks,  as  fmall  as  the  point  of  a  needle,  and  to  which  the 
negroes  are  very  fubjeft.    Perhaps  too  a  fort  of  coquetry, 
from  which  an  inhabitant  of  Africa  is  not  exempt,  has  fug- 
gefted  this  employment  of  oil  on  the  flcin;  for  it  is  certain  that 
a  negro  well  rubbed  with  oil,  is  of  a  finer  black,  and,  confe- 
quently,  handfomer  in  his  fpecies,  than  when  the  dull,  fixed 
by  perfpiration  on  his  epidermis,  tarnifhes  his  fhining  ebony 
black.    White  or  black,  man  or  woman,  every  one  is  anxious 
to  make  the  mofl  of  the  gifts  which  he  has  received  from 
Nature. 

*i  Their 
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Their  common  drink  is  pure  water,  and,  no 
doubt,  too,  cocoa-nut  milk  ;  but  what  will  fcarcely 
be  credited,   "  they  drink,"  fays  Surgeon  Rob- 
let,  "  fea-water  without  repugnance,  and,  per* 
*^  haps,    without    any  inconvenience.  Some,'* 
continues  he,  "  endeavoured  to  drink  French  wine, 
"  and  appeared  not  to  like  it  5  but  thofe  to  whom 
"  brandy  was  offered,  drank  it   with  pleafure^ 
*^  whence  it  may  be  conjeclured  that  they  make 
ufe  of  fome   fermented  liquor."  George 
FoRSTER   thinks    "  that  fmce  they  have  the 
pepper-root,  and  make  ufe  of  it  as  a  fign  of 
peace,  like  the  other  iflanders,  they  may  alfo 
"  prepare  the  fame  dainty  beverage  from  it,  with 
which  the  others  intoxicate  themfelves  Cap- 
tain Chanal  prefumes  that  it  is  the  root  of 
ginger,  rather  than  that  of  pepper,  which  they 
make  ufe  of  for  procuring  a  ftrong  liquor  ;  and 
his  opinion  appears  well-founded  :  when,  on  board 
the  Solide,  brandy  was  given  to  them,  they  ap- 
plied to  this  liquor  the  name  which  they  give  to 
the  ginger-plant.    But  it  muft  be  faid  to  their  ho- 
nour, that,  if  they  make  ufe  of  fome  beverage 
capable  of  depriving  them  of  their  reafon,  they 
employ  it  with  the  greateft  temperance  ;  for  there 
never  was  feen   any  individual  who  fhewed  the 
flighted  appearance  of  intoxication.    Could  we  fay 
as  much  of  any  of  the  civilized  nations  who  polTel^ 

*  George  Forjler's  Voyage^  vol.  ii.  p.  2i>« 


vineyards^, 
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vineyards,  or  of  thofe  who,  having  none,  know  fo 
well  how  to  fupply  their  place  ? 

The  Englifh  fpeak  not  of  an  a6l  of  civility, 
pradifed  by  the  inhabitants  of  La  Mad  re  de 
Dios,  of  which  Captain  Chanal  thinks  it  incum- 
bent on  him  to  make  particular  mention  ;  it  is  that 
of  offering  to  their  friend  the  bit  which  they  have 
chewed,  in  order  that  he  may  have  no  more  trouble 
than  that  of  fwallowing  it  :  the  reader  may  eaiiiy 
conceive  that,  however  penetrated  the  French 
might  be  by  this  diftinguifhed  mark  of  good-will 
and  amity  on  the  part  of  their  Tayos^  they  were 
too  difcreet  to  abufe  to  luch  a  degree  their  excefs 
of  complaifance. 

Although  the  Mendoçans,  in  feveral  refpeds, 
refemble  the  Taheiteans,  although  it  may  be  fup- 
pofed  that  their  origin  is  common  ;  yet  the  induflry 
of  the  former  is  lefs  advanced  than  that  of  the 
latter  :  to  difpel  every  doubt  of  this,  it  is  fufficient 
to  recall  to  mind  what  the  Englifli  and  French 
voyagers  have  related  to  us  of  the  ufeful  and  agree- 
able arts  known  and  cultivated  at  Taheitee,  and 
to  compare  it  with  what  we  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  knowing  of  thofe  of  Santa  Chris- 
tina. 

It  will  be  found  that  the  naval  architecture  of 
the  Mendoçans  is  ftill  in  its  infancy,  if  we  wifh  to 
compare  their  ticklifli  velTels  to  thofe  handfome 
v*^ar-canoes  that  form  the  grand  fleet  of  the  Tahei- 
teanS;  which  might  be  taken  for  that  of  Greece 

under 
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under  the  command  of  Agamemnon,  when  they 
colleiSl  their  forces  in  order  to  revenge  an  infult, 
or  fubjed  fome  ifland  to  the  fort  of  fupremacy 
which  Taîieïtee  feems  to  affed  over  the  neigh- 
bouring archipelago.    The  canoes  of  the  Men* 
doçans,  according  to  the  defcription  which  Sur- 
geon RoBLET  gives  of  them,  are  compofed  of 
three  pieces  rather  rudely  wrought,  badly  fewed 
together,  and  leaking  throughout  :  they  are  from 
twenty  to  thirty  feet  long,  by  a  foot  or  eighteen 
inches  broad  :  their  ftem  is  terminated  by  a  pro  - 
je6ting  piece,  which  imitates  very  imperfe<5lly  the 
flattened  head  of  a  fiih,  or  rather  the  under  jaw  of 
a  pike  ;  the  (lern  is  formed  by  two  planks  fou? 
inches   in  thicknefs,  placed  an-end,    and  rifmg 
under  the  figure  of  an      elongated  and  rechned. 
Sometimes  two  of  thefe  canoes  are  joined  to- 
gether ;    but,  moft  frequently,    the  Mendoçans 
content   themfelves  with  adapting  to   them  an 
out-rigger,  compofed  of  two  bamboos  projecting 
laterally,  and  faftened  at  their  outer  extremities 
by  a  branch  of  a  light  wood,  which  forms  the 
great  fide  of  the  frame,    Thefe  canoes  carry  from 
three  to  feven  men,  and  from  ten  to  fifteen  when 
two  are  lafned  together  fo  as  to  make  a  double 
?canoe  ;  both  are  navigated  by  means  of  paddles 
tolerably  well  wrought.    If  a  canoe  overfets,  an 
accident  not  uncommon,  the  men  who  are  in  her, 
jump  overboard,  right  her,  bale  her  out,  and  get 
iato  her  again  very  quietly.    The  drawing  of  thefe 

canoe  §3 
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cahftès,  fuch  as  is  feen  în  the  firft  volume  of 
Cook's  Second  Voyage,  page  307,  would  give  a'' 
lefs  difadvantageous  idea  of  them  than  that  which 
mufl:  remain  in  our  mind  from  Surgeon  Roblet's 
defcription  *•  It  appears  that  Captain  Chanal 
^s  formed  a  more  favourable  opinion  of  them  ; 
he  fays,  in  general,  that  the  conftrudion  of  their 
houfes  and  canoes  evinces  no  inconfiderable  fhare 
of  indu  (try  and  patience. 

Voyagers  agree  better  as  to  the  fabrication  of 
their  weapons,  which  are  wrought  \vith  care  and 
taftef.  Thefe  confifl:  of  lances  from  nine  to 
eleven  feet  long,  a  fort  of  fabre,  the  fhape  of 
which  approaches  that  of  the  blade  of  an  oar, 
pikes  or  javelins,  and  clubs,  one  of  the  extre- 
mities of  which  commonly  confifts  of  a  large 
knot;  and  moft  of  thefe  weapons  which  are 

*  Captain  Cook  gives  of  them  the  following  defcription* 
**  Their  canoes  are  made  of  wood,  and  pieces  of  the  bark 
**  of  a  foft  tree,  which  grows  near  the  fea  in  great  plenty, 
**  and  is  very  tough  and  proper  for  the  purpofe.  They  are 
«*  from  fixteen  to  twenty  (Englifh)  feet  long,  and  about 
"  fifteen  inches  broad  :  the  head  and  ftern  are  made  of  two 
**  folid  pieces  of  wood  ;  the  ftern  rifes  or  curves  a  little,  but 
**  in  an  irregular  direftion,  and  ends  in  a  point  ;  the  head 
**  proje6ls  out  horizontally,  and  is  carved  into  fome  faint  and 
**  very  rude  refemblance  of  a  human  face.  They  are  rowed 
"  by  paddles,  and  fome  have  a  fort  of  latteen  fail  made  of 
**  matting."    [CooP s  Second  Voyage,  vol.  i.  page  311.) 

t  Captain  Cook  fays  that  **  their  weapons  are  clubs  and 
**  fpears  refembling  thofe  of  Otalmte,  but  fomewhat  neater." 
{Ibid) 
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made  of  cafuarina  wood,  are  ornamented  \i»th 
various  carving.  The  Mendoçans  alfo  make  ufe  o£ 
the  fling  ;  they  do  not  (hew  themfelves  very  dexte- 
rous in  hitting  a  mark  ;  but  they  throw  ftones  to 
a  very  great  diftance  :  this  weapon  would  be  ex- 
tremely dangerous  in  their  hands,  if  ftrength  mad% 
amends  for  Ikill.  Neither  bow  nor  arrows  were 
feen  among  them  ;  nor  does  it  appear  that  they 
are  acquainted  with  their  ufe. 

The  care  that  they  take  to  build  their  houfes  on 
ftone-platforms,  which  raife  them  to  a  certain 
elevation  above  the  ground,  has  already  indicated 
that  their  ifland  mud  be  expofed  to  inundations  j 
and  the  ufe  which  they  make  of  ftilts,  confirms 
this  opinion.  Thefe  ftilts,  to  which  the  Englifh 
voyagers  appear  not  to  have  paid  attention,  are 
contrived  in  a  manner  which  announces  that  the 
inundations  are  not  regular,  but  vary  in  their 
height  :  and  want,  which  is  the  parent  of  induftry^ 
has  fuggefted  to  the  inhabitants  of  Santa 
Christina  a  method  as  fimple  as  it  is  ingenious, 
by  which  this  help,  that  is  neceifary  to  them  for 
keeping  up  a  communication  with  each  other  in  the 
rainy  feafon,  may  be  employed  equally  as  well  in 
the  higheft  waters,  as  in  the  loweft.  For  this  pur- 
pole,  each  ftilt  is  compofed  of  two  pieces  *  :  the 

*  Captain  Chanal  brought  to  France  the  piece  which  I  have 
named  the  Jlep,  and  from  which  I  have  made  the  defcription 
that  is  here  given.  The  reduced  figure  of  it  may  be  feen  in 
Plate  II.   It  may  afford  aa  idea  of  the  nature  of  their  fculpture- 
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one,  of  hard  wood  and  of  a  fingle  piece,  may  be 
called  the  Jlep  ;  the  other  is  a  pole  of  light  wood, 
more  or  lefs  long,  according  to  the  ftature  of  the 
perfon  who  is  to  make  ufe  of  it.    The  flep  is 
eleven  or  twelve  inches  in  length,  an  inch  and  a 
half  in  thicknefs  ;  and  its  breadth,  which  is  four 
inches  at  the  top,  is  reduced  to  half  an  inch  at  the 
bottom.    The  hind  part  is  hollowed  out  like  a 
gutter  or  fcupper,  in  order  tô  be  applied  againft 
the  pole,  as  a  check  or  fifli  is,  in  fea-terms,  ap- 
plied againft  a  maft  ;  and  it  is  faftened  to  the  pole 
at  the  height  required  by  that  of  the  waters,  by 
fennit  or  lafhings  of  cocoa-nut  bafs  :  the  upper  lafli- 
ing  pafles  through  an  oblong  hole,  pierced  in  the 
thicknefs  of  the  ftep  ;  and  the  lower  one  em- 
i;''aces,   with  feveral  turns,  the  thin  part,  and 
confines  ic^  againft  the  pole.    The  projecting  part, 
which  I  fliould  call  the  clog,  and  on  which  the 
foot   is  to  reft  croiTwife,  bends  upwards  as  it 
branches  from  the  pole  :  this  clog  is  an  inch  and 
a  half  in  thicknefs  ;  and  its  ftiape  is  nearly  that  of 
the  prow  of  a  fliip,  or  of  a  roftrum^  or,  if  the 
reader  pleafe,  that  of  a  truncated  nautilus.  The 
under  part  of  this  fort  of  ftiell  is  flightly  ftriatea 
throughout  its  whole  furface,  and  ûiQ  jiria  com- 
mence from  the  two  fides  in  order  to  join  in  the 
lower  part  on  the  middle,  and  there  form  a  con- 
tinued web  ;  its  upper  furface  is  almoft  flat  for 
receiving  the  foot,  and  it  is  in  like  manner  orna- 

2  mented 
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mented  with  ftriae  of  no  great  depth,  which  form 
regular  feries  of  falient  angles  and  of  re-entering 
angles.    The  clog  is  fupported  by  a  buft  of  a 
human  figure  in  the  attitude  of  a  Cariatides, 
wrought  in  a  grotefque  manner,  which  greatly  re- 
fembles  a  fupport  of  the  Egyptian  kind  ;  it  has 
below  it  a  fécond  figure  of  the  fame  kind,  but 
fmaller,  the  head  of  which  is  placed  below  the 
breafts  of  the  large  one  ;  the  hands  of  the  latter 
are  placed  flat  on  the  ftomach,  and  its  body  is  ter- 
minated by  a  long  flieath,  in  order  to  form  the 
lower  and  pointed  part  of  the  ftep.    The  arms,  as 
well  as  the  other  parts  of  the  body  of  the  two 
figures,  are  angularly  ftriated,  like  the  upper  face 
of  the  clog.    The  natives  of  Santa  Christina 
make  a  very  dexterous  ufe  of  their  ftilts,  and 
would,  in  a  race,  difpute  the  palm  with  our  moft 
experienced  herdfmen  in  flalking  with  theirs  over 
the  heaths  of  Bordeaux.    The  pains  taken  by 
the  former  in  ornamenting  with  fculpture  thofe 
which  they  have  invented,  may  prove  that  theyfet 
on  them  a  great  value  5  for  this  work,  executed 
on  a  very  hard  wood  with  the  fort  of  tools  which 
they  employ,  mufl:  coft  them  much  trouble,  and 
require  a  very  confiderable  portion  of  time  :  be* 
fides,  they  are  feen  amufing  themfelves  in  keeping 
up  the  habit  of  walking  with  (lilts  ;  this  exercife 
enters  into  their  games,  and  conftitutes  a  part  of 
their  Gymnaftics. 
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Their  tools,  rude  as  they  are,  inadequate  as  they 
would  be  in  the  hand  of  one  of  our  workmen,  their 
fiftiing  implements,  which  differ  little  from  ours, 
and  the  various  utenfils,  the  articles  of  furniture, 
the  garments,  the  drefTes  in  ufe  among  them, 
all  announce  intelligence  and  induftry  in  the 
men  by  whom  they  were  invented,  and  in  thofe 
by  whom  they  are  fabricated. 

Their  hatchet  is  a  black  and  hard  (lone,  fome- 
what  fimilar  to  that  which  we  call  touch-Jlone^  of 
which  it  has  the  property  ;  it  is  fhaped  like  an 
elongated  wedge,  or  rather  like  a  mortife-chifel  ; 
and,  by  feveral  clofe  turns  of  fmall  fennit  made  of 
cocoa-nut  bafs,  it  is  ftrongly  faftened  on  the  ex- 
tremity of  one  of  the  branches  of  a  piece  of  crooked 
wood  :  its  fhape  is  that  of  one  of  our  fhort-handled  . 
pick-axes  ;  and  fome  of  thefe  tools  weigh  as  much 
as  twenty-five  pounds.  They  employ,  befides, 
pieces  of  fhell,  of  various  fhapes  and  fizes,  fharp- 
edged  or  toothed  like  a  faw,  bones  formed  into 
points,  and  the  rough  fkin  of  fome  fifh,  to  fafhion 

and  polifli  their  different  works  of  carpentry  or 
fculpture.  It  does  not  appear  that  they  have 
hitherto  learned  to  make  any  ufe  of  the  iron  tools 
which  they  may  have  received  from  Europeans. 

Their  fifliing  implements,  which  confift  of  the 
fcoop-net  and  the  fweep-net,  are  made,  fome  with 
cocoa-nut  bafs,  others  with  the  cortical  fibres  of  a 
fpecies  of  nettle.  The  fame  materials  are  em- 
ployed for  making  ropes,  fennit,  and  mats.  Their 
N  3  induftry 
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înduftry  is  not  confpicuous  in  their  filli-hooks, 
which  are  inferior  to  mod  of  thofe  belonging  to 
the  iflanders  of  the  Great  Ocean.  Some  are 
made  of  a  fingle  piece  of  mother-of-pearl,  others 
of  a  piece  of  the  fame  fubftance  to  which  is  ad> 
jufted  a  fmall  bone,  faftened  to  the  mother-of-pearl 
by  feveral  turns  of  packthread,  in  order  to  form  a 
fmooth  hook,  without  a  barb  ;  their  fifli-hooks  are 
properly  no  more  than  tenters,  and  to  judge  from 
the  negligence  which  they  betray  in  the  fabrication 
of  this  inflrument,  it  may  be  prefumed  that  they 
make  much  more  ufe  of  the  net  than  of  the  line. 
In  faél,  the  patient  and  ftationary  employment  of 
one  who  fifhes  with  a  hook  and  line,  ill  fuits  a 
people  to  whom  rellraint  feems  to  be  a  punifh- 
ment,  and  who  pafs  their  lives  in  exercife  and 
^notion. 

Their  houfehold  utenfils  confift  of  calabafiies  of 
different  capacities,  which  they  contrive  to  flop  fo 
hermetically,  that  they  may  be  employed  in  the 
conveyance  of  liquids  *,  and  of  various  wooden 
veffels  which  they  make  ufe  of  for  their  food,  and 
on  which  they  amufe  themfelves  in  carving  or  en- 
graving  figures  of  men,  fifhes,  and  birds,  drawn  as 
they  ufually  are  in  the  infancy  of  the  arts,  or  rather 
when  thefe  are  yet  unborn. 

Our  voyagers  had  no  opportunity  of  examining 
their  proceedings  in  the  fabrication  of  cloths  5 
but  we  may  judge  from  a  fluted  beater  or  mallet, 

♦  ObXervations  af  Roh^t, 
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brought  home  by  Captain  Chanal  *,  and  which 
is  well  known  to  be  the  principal  inftrument  of  the 
cloth-manufaclories  in  the  iflands  of  the  Great 
Ocean,  that  the  method  of  the  Mendoçans  differs 
flot  from  that  of  the  Taheiteans,  the  details  of 
which  have  been  given  to  us  in  the  narratives  of 
Cook  and  other  navigators.  The  fubftance  of  thefe 
cloths  is  the  bark  of  the  paper-mulberry  tree:  and,  as 
well  as  it  could  be  underftood,  fome  are  made  pf  the 
cortical  fibres  of  the  bread-fruit  tree  :  they  are  infe- 
rior in  point  of  quality  and  finenefs  to  thofe  of  Ta- 
HEiTEE,  and  are  neither  fo  varied  nor  fo  abundant. 
Captain  Chanal  fays,  however,  that  the  cloths  of 
Santa  Christina  wear  tolerably  well,  and  that 
he  has  feen  fome  pretty  fine  :  he  adds  that,  fome- 
times,  they  are  dyed  yellow  ;  but  he  Is  ignorant 
from  what  plant  the  natives  extrad  this  colour, 
with  which  fome  alfo  paint  their  whole  body.  A 
grinding  ftoi^e  which  Surgeon  Roblet  remarked 
among  their  utenfils,  might  fugged  the  idea  that 
this  colour  is  an  earth  that  is  met  with  in  fome 
part  of  the  ifland  which  the  French  have  not 

*  The  cloth- beater  or  mallet  of  Santa  Chriftina  appears  to 
differ  from  that  of  Taheltee  and  the  other  Society  Iflands,  only 
in  being  round,  and  its  flutes  or Jlria  being  equal  throughout 
its  whole  circumference,  whereas  that  of  Taheiteeh  fquare,  and 
its  flutes  are  of  unequal  widths  on  the  four  fides.  This  variety 
In  the  flutes  of  the  latter  beater,  feems  to  indicate  that  the 
manufafture  of  cloths  is  brought  ta  greater  perfe6lion  at  Ta- 
ht'itee  than  at  Santa  C/jnJiina,  and  that  the  workmanfhip  is 
there  môre  diverfified,  no  doubt  according  to  the  difl*ereiit 
quahty  of  the  cloths  that  are  fabricated. 

N  4  vifited* 
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vifited.  Their  mats  are  made  with  palm-leaves  ; 
they  are  vi^oven  and  wrought  with  care  and 
neatnefs. 

If  the  Mendoçans  have  not  cloths  of  a  finer 
quality,  it  is  not  that  they  would  not  prefer 
them  to  their  own,  if  they  were  acquainted  with 
them;  for  George  Forster  tells  us,  that  they 
purchafed  at  any  price  thofe  pieces  of  the  mul- 
berry-bark, covered  with  red  feathers,  which  the 
Englifh  had  brought  from  Tonga-Taboo,  one  of 
the  Friendly  Iflands  *  :  but  it  may  be  fuppofed 
that  it  was  not  to  clothe,  but  to  adorn  thernfelves, 
that  they  fo  ardently  wifhed  to  polTefs  thofe  bril- 
liant cloths  ;  nature  has  difpenfed  with  their  being 
clothed  :  and,  as  want  excites  them  not  to  labour, 
they  prefer  to  a  ufelefs  toil,  the  pleafure  of  doing 
nothing,  the  far  niente  prevails  even  over  the  love 
of  luxury  and  the  tafte  of  drefs. 

Next  to  fifliing,  the  accidental  fabrication  of  their 
weapons,  of  their  canoes,  and  of  the  utenfils  for 
the  ufe  of  the  habitation,  the  principal  occupation 
of  the  natives  of  Santa  Christina  is  to  fing, 
dance,  and  amufe  themfelves  :  the  common  ex- 
preffion  of  killing  time  feems  to  have  been  created 
in  order  to  render  obvious  the  nullity  of  the  adions 
which  divide  the  circle  of  their  hfe.  Their  dancing 
fcarcely  deferves  to  be  mentioned  :  according  to 
Surgeon  Roblet,  it  confifts  merely  of  feveral 
people  placing  themfelves  in  a  circle  \  all  the  adors, 

*  George  Forjîer^s  Voyage^  vol.  ii.  page  23. 

with 
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with  the  exception  of  the  women,  make  a  great 
noife,  by  clapping  one  hand  on  the  bend  of  the 
oppofite  elbow,  leant  againft  the  fide,  or  by  ftriking 
one  hand  againft  the  other,  in  cadence,  while  a 
fmgle  dancer  makes  a  few  motions  with  the  legs, 
by  crofling  them  one  over  the  other  without  ftir- 
ring  from  his  place.  GtoRGE  Forster,  however, 
compares  the  dances  of  the  Mendoçans  to  thofe  of 
the  Taheiteans  *  :  but,  if  the  comparifon  be  juft, 
the  former  cannot  have  difplayed  all  their  talents 
in  prefence  of  the  French  ;  for,  moft  afluredly, 
nothing  bears  lefis  refemblance  to  thofe  voluptuous 
dances,  to  thofe  animated  ballets  of  the  beautiful 
dancing-girls  of  Taheitee,  the  defcription  and 
the  drawings  of  which  every  one  has  read  and 
feen  in  the  accounts  of  Cook's  voyages,  than  the 
dull  and  monotonous  dance  defcribed  by  Surgeon 
RoBLET.  Mr.  Forster  adds  that  the  mufic  of  the 
two  nations  is  nearly  the  fame,  and  that  they 
make  ufe  of  the  fame  kind  of  drums.  The  French 
obferver  does  not  fpeak  of  a  drum  ;  he  fays  that 
the  mulical  inftruments  are  a  Jirombus  lambis^  a 
fpecies  of  conch  ;  to  this  they  adapt  a  calabafli- 
tube,  in  which  they  blow,  and  draw  from  it  grave 
founds  in  no  great  variety  :  they  obtain  nearly  the 
fame  founds  from  another  inftrument,  formed  of 
a  piece  of  bamboo,  to  which  is  adapted,  at  the 
acute  angle,  another  fmaller  bamboo.    We  muft, 

*  George  Forjîer^s  Voyage^  vol.  ii.  page  29. 

however. 
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however,  grant  them  the  drum,  fmce  Mf.Forster 
faw  and,  doubtlefs,  heard  it  ;  but  I  am  apprehen- 
five  that,  even  in  adding  it  to  the  two  wind-inftru-» 
ments,  the  orcheflra  would  not  be  more  improved, 
nor  the  dancing  be  more  animated. 

This  exercife  is  not  the  only  one  that  occupies 
their  idlenefs  :  running  on  ftiks  is  to  them  ano- 
ther kind  of  amufement  ;  but  fwimming  is  a  dt- 
verfion  to  which  they  appear  to  devote  themfelves 
Yî^ith  moft  perfeverance  and  mofl  pîeafure  :  they 
were  feen  fpending  whole  days  in  the  water, 
round  the  Soi>ide,  refting  themfelves  only  by  in- 
tervals, and  taking  no  other  nourilhment  than  the 
Seflr  and  the  milk  of  cocoa-nuts.  It  is  not  eafy 
to  conceive  how  they  can  fo  long  withftand  fuch 
fatigue  under  a  burning  fky  ;  and  it  may  be  faid 
that  if  the  Bay  of  La  Madre  de  Dios  is  the 
bay  of  idlenefs,  it  is  not  that  of  lazinefe. 

But  all  the  aclivity  of  the  Mendoçans  is  direded 
towards  amufement  :  they  fatigue  themfelves  in 
doing  nothing.  Eafy  as  to  their  means  of  fub- 
fîftence,  they  receive  what  the  earth  affords  them 
liberally,  and  by  no  means  think  of  forcing  it,  by 
their  labour,  to  a  greater  difplay  of  its  riches  ; 
agriculture,  the  fird  of  arts  which  man  mufl  have 
endeavoured  to  improve,  feems  not  to  merit  their 
attention  -,  there  are  feen  only  a  few  regular  plan- 
tations of  bread-fruit  and  plantain  trees  j  the  reft 
is  left  to  the  care  of  Nature. 

Their 
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Their  well-determined  inclination  to  enjoy  un- 
interruptedly the  fweets  of  a  peaceable  life,  proteds 
them  not,  however,  from  the  misfortunes  of  being 
ibmetimes  engaged  in  wars,  either  among  them- 
felves,  or  between  one  ifland  and  another.    It  i$ 
not  pofîîble  to  procure,  in  this  refpe^,  exaft  in- 
formation ;  but  the  ofFenfive  and  murderous  wea- 
pons which   I   have  defcribed,  and  the  ferions 
wounds  of  which  fome  of  them  bear  the  fears,  are 
proofs  which  atteft  that  they  have  not  been  able  to 
efcape  that  fcourge  of  the  human  race.  Surgeoa 
RoBLET  is  inclined  to  attribute  to  Nature,  who 
has  fo  many  refources  among  a  frugal  people, 
whofe  humours  are  not  heated  by  ardent  pallions 
and  high-feafoned  difhes,  rather  than  to  art,  which 
mufl  there  have  fo  little  means,  the  wonderful 
healing  of  fome  wounds  the  cure  of  which,  would, 
in  his  opinion,  do  honour  to  our  mofl  ikilful  fur- 
geons.    He  examined,  and  pointed  out  to  feveral 
of  his  fiiipmates,  an  individual  who  had  had  his 
body  tranfpierced  by  a  wooden  lance,  which  had 
entered  below  the  left  fhoulder- blade,  and  had 
come  out  between  the  third  and  fécond  of  the  true 
ribs  on  the  right  fide  :  the  warrior,  who  had  re- 
ceived this  wound,  was  not  incommoded  by  it  ; 
only,  the  pofterior  fear  was  a  little  prominent.  He 
examined  three  others  who  had  confiderable  de- 
prefTions,  as  well  of  the  coronal  bone  as  of  the  pa- 
rietal bones,  occafioned  by  ftones  thrown  from  a 
fling  i  and  not  one  of  them  kit  the  flighted  incon- 
venience. 
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venience.  Nature,  no  doubt  has  had  the  greateft 
iliare  in  thefe  cures  ;  but  it  feems  that  fomething 
flaould  be  granted  to  art,  which  cannot  be  unknown 
to  thefe  iflanders  ;  for  it  will  be  recolleded  that, 
when  Surgeon  Roblet  went  to  drefs  the  arm  of  the 
young  man  whom  the  French  had  wounded  by 
accident,  he  judged,  from  the  infpedion  of  the  in- 
genious dreffing  which  the  furgeons  of  the  country 
had  employed,  that  the  treatment  of  fradures  was 
not  above  their  knowledge  and  means  :  and  the 
particular  attention  which  all  the  by-ftanders,  in 
profound  filence,  fo  contrary  to  their  cuftom,  paid 
to  the  manner  in  which  an  European  furgeon  ope- 
rated, proves  the  great  importance  that  they  attach 
to  the  art  of  dreffing  wounds. 

A  few  days  intercourfe  will,  undoubtedly,  not 
appear  fufficient  for  obtaining  a  thorough  know- 
ledge of  the  charader,  the  manners,  the  inclina- 
tions, the  habits,  and  the  cuftoms  of  a  people, 
whom  the  obferver  fees  for  the  firft  time  ;  it 
may,  however,  be  faid,  that,  with  regard  to  tribes 
flill  haîf-favage,  all  the  individuals  of  which  live 
the  whole  day  in  the  open  air,  whom  curiofity 
attrafls  in  great  numbers  round  frrangers,  and  who, 
not  knowing  how  to  diffemble,  fhew  themfelves 
fach  as  they  are,  they  are  very  foon  known  :  a 
voyager  is,  in  feme  meafure,  in  habitual  fociety 
with  the  whole  nation  5  and  every  fad  that  fur- 
niilies  a  remark,  leads  to  a  refuît.  It  is  then  from 
*  thefe 
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îhefe  fafts  that  we  can  know  and  form  an  opînîon 
of  the  natives  of  Santa  Christina. 

Their  condud  towards  the  French  mufl:  make 
us  confider  them  as  the  mofl:  mild,  the  mod  hu- 
mane, the  moft  peaceable,  the  mod  hofpitable,  and 
the  mofl  generous  of  all  thofe  who  occupy  the 
îflands  of  the  Great  Ocean.  The  movements 
of  their  foul  are  as  rapid  as  lightning,  and  as  va« 
riable  as  thofe  of  the  weather-cock;  with  them 
there  remains  no  durable  impreffion  of  the  different 
fentiments  which  they  experience.  They  are  al- 
ways feen  warmly  moved  at  the  fmalleft  accident 
that  happens  to  one  of  their  own  countrymen, 
or  even  to  a  ftranger  ;  but  this  painful  fenfation 
fuddenly  gives  place  to  joy,  if  a  new  or  extraor- 
dinary objeâ:  chance  to  flrike  their  fenfes.  Such 
a  people  cannot  be  malicious  ;  and  all  that  the. 
French  faw  proves  that  kindnefs  is  the  eifence  of 
their  charader  :  but  their  complaifance,  their  affa- 
bility, their  readinefs  to  oblige,  they  hold  from  Na- 
ture :  and,  no  doubt,  we  may  trufl  to  thefe  qua- 
lities with  greater  fafety,  than  to  the  appearances  of 
them  which  civilized  nations  find  means  to  acquire 
through  education,  or  to  that  politenefs  combined 
and  agreed  on  which  exhaufls  itfelf  in  words,  and 
too  frequently  is  barren  in  adions. 

The  Mendoçans  are  an  amiable  people,  who  are 
inceffantly  in  purfuit  of  pleafure,  and  whofe  atten- 
tion is* called  off  and  amufed  by  every  new  objed. 
They  may  be  compared  to  monkies,  or,  to  fpeak 

more 
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more  corre6lly,  to  children  who  ardently  wîfh  for 
every  thing  they  fee,  and  no  longer  fet  any 
value  on  it  as  foon  as  they  have  enjoyed  it  a  mo- 
ment :  they  determine  by  the  eye,  never  by  re- 
flexion. Nails  at  fird  excited  their  wifhes  ;  they 
would  have  nothing  but  nails  in  exchange  :  and 
it  was  not  becaufe  they  were  acquainted  with  their 
utility  and  employment,  for  the  only  ufe  that  they 
made  of  them,  was  to  wear  them  as  ear-pendants, 
or  fufpended,  by  way  of  ornament,  to  their  neck 
or  their  waift  :  to  nails  fucceeded  looking-glalTes  ; 
to  thefe,  whiftles  ;  to  the  laft,  fmall  knives  ;  but 
the  reign  of  each  of  thefe  trifles  was  only  ephe- 
meral ;  and  coloured  glafs-beads  were,  in  their 
turn,  in  requeft,  and  foon  difdained.  A  ribband,  a 
bit  of  red  cloth,  any  trifle  whatever,  always  ob- 
tained the  preference  over  a  hatchet,  a  faw,  or  fome 
carpenter's  or  joiner's  tool,  which  other  nations 
of  the  Great  Ocean  feek  with  fo  much  avidity^ 
becaufe  the  advantage  which  thefe  tools  have  over 
theirs,  for  a  quick  execution  in  labour,  cannot 
efcape  reflection,  and  determines  their  choice. 

The  women  of  Santa  Christina  are  in  their 
tafte  as  fickle  as  the  men  ;  and  inconftancy  cha- 
raderizes  their  whole  conduct  :  they  change  af- 
fedlion  as  they  do  ear-pendants  j  a  man  is  to  them 
no  more  than  a  play-thing  ;  and  they  are  feen 
pafling  from  the  arms  of  a  lover  whom  they  feemed 
to  love,  into  thofe  of  the  firft  corner  who  has  any 
fancy  for  them. 

It 
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It  Is  perhaps  to  the  levity  and  carelefnefs  com- 
mon  to  both  fexes,  that  we  mufl  attribute  that  de- 
cided inclination  which  they  inanifeft  for  theft,  in 
regard  to  ftrangers,  and  that  fingular  facility  with 
which  they  reftore,  on  the  firil  demand,  without 
fuffering  themfelves  to  be  entreated ^  and  even, 
laughing,  the  article  which  they  have  purloined. 
It  might  be  imagined  that  the  dealing  of  thefe  new 
obje£ls  which  are  difplayed  before  them,  and  which 
they  muft  confider  only  as  agreeable  but  ufelefs 
things,  is,  in  their  eyes,  no  more  than  a  fort  of 
play  to  which  they  attach  no  importance  :  ît 
feemed,  from  feeing  them  prefent  themfelves  be- 
fore the  French,  decked  out  with  their  ftolen  ar* 
tides,  either  that  they  regarded  the  polTeflion  t>f 
them  as  lawfully  acquired,  or  that  they  had  for- 
gotten the  adion  by  which  they  had  procured 
them*  However,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  they 
have  a  fixed  idea  of  property,  and  that  they  well 
know  that  dealing  is  a  bad  aclion  :  the  theft,  of 
Captain  Marchand's  muflvet,  and  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  reflored,  would  be  fufficient  to 
prove  this.  But  how,  in  that  cafe,  reconcile  the 
natural  kindnefs  of  thefe  illanders,  their  hofpitable 
civility,  their  eagernefs  to  render  fervice,  their 
facility  in  forgetting  the  mifchief  which  a  French- 
man had  done  to  one  of  the  inhabitants,  an  invo* 
luntary  mifchief,  indeed,  but  which,  in  their  eyes, 
might  not  appear  fo  ;  hov/,  I  fay^  reconcile  all 
thefe  qualities  with  the  concerted  projed  of  the 

officious 
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ofEdous  guides  of  Captain  Marchand,  to  draw 
him  into  a  wood  in  order  to  rob  him,  and  with  th^ 
attempt  to  plunder  his  fervant  ?    Let  us  obferve, 
neverthelefs,  that  guilt  does  not  long  remain  un- 
puniftied  :  a  man  ^whom  no  ornament,  no  mark 
diftinguifhes  from  others,  undertakes  to  do  juftice, 
goes  in  fearch  of  the  thief,  and  knocks  in  the  head 
one  of  his  own  countrymen,  for  having  committed 
a  theft  on  a  ftranger  :  and  no  one  takes  exception 
at  this,  no  one  takes  part  againft  the  affaffin  in  fa- 
vour of  the  perfon  aflaffinated  !    Robbery  is  there- 
fore not  authorized,  nor  even  tolerated  at  Santa 
Christina.    Perhaps  we  may  be  led  to  fuppofea 
connivance  between  the  thief  and  the  perfon  who 
undertakes  to  punifh  him  for  his  theft  ?  Perhaps 
the  pretended  punifhment  has  not  been  exercifed  ; 
and  the  claufe  of  the  treaty  might  be  the  divifion 
between  them  of  the  reward  which  the  latter  îg 
certain  to  obtain  ?  We  find,  indeed,  in  the  accounts 
of  voyagers,  fome  inftances  of  fuch  an  agreement, 
for  a  combined  theft  ;  but  let  us  wait  till  we  are 
better  acquainted   with  the  natives  of  Santa 
Christina,  againft  whom  Europeans  have  very 
few  reproaches  to  make,  before  we  pronounce  on 
their  morality,  in  regard   to  theft,  a  judgment 
which  might  not  be  equitable.    Would  it  be  juft, 
in  fad,  to  judge  of  a  whole  people  by  the  criminal 
condud  of  a  few  individuals  ?  If  any  one  of  thefe 
iilanders,  tranfported  into  our  country,  and  travel- 
ling on  our  high  roads,  were  afTaulted  and  ilripped 
,    '  6  by 
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by  robbers  ;  or  if,  in  any  of  our  great  cities, 
curiofity  having  carried  him  to  one  of  our  public 
places,  fome  fharpers  dexteroufly  emptied  his 
pockets  ;  fhould  we  think  him  authorized  to  fay 
that  the  French  are  a  nation  of  pickpockets  and 
highwaymen  ? 

The  robbery  committed  on  Captain  Mar- 
chand is  the  only  one  that  was  attempted  by 
open  force  :  the  others  may  be  faid  to  be,  in 
fome  meafure,  waggifh  thefts  ;  it  is  the  child 
ftealing  a  cake.  But  if  we  may,  in  this  refpeâ:, 
have  fome  reproach  to  make  them,  we  cannot  help 
admiring  their  fmcerity  in  traffic  :  no  one,  after 
having  received  the  value,  attempted  to  withhold 
the  efFedls  which  he  had  fold  *  ;  Surgeon  Roblet 
tells  us  even  that  he  has  often  feen  them  add  to 
thefe,  or  bring  back  articles  which  the  purchafers 
had  forgot  to  take,  and  which,  in  the  buftle,  the 
venders  might  have  caufed  to  difappear,  without 
there  being  a  poffibility  of  the  former  perceiving  the 

*  Captain  Cook  and  George  Forjier  complain  that,  during 
the  firft  vifits  of  the  natives  they  wifhed  to  keep  the  commodi- 
ties which  were  offered  to  them,  and  give  nothing  in  exchange  ; 
Cook  was  obliged  to  order  a  m u fleet  to  be  fired  over  the  head 
of  an  iflander,  who  had  repeatedly  abufed  his  confidence  ;  but 
he  adds  that,  in  the  fequel,  they  behaved  with  moie  honefty. 
(Coo/é's  Second  Voyage,  vol.  i.  page  299,  and  George  ForJier\ 
Voyage,  vol.  ii.  page  10.)  The  French  had  the  advantage 
of  finding  the  inhabitants  of  Santa  Chrljiina  all  formed  to  traffic, 
and  convinced  that  Euiropeans  were  not  to  be  cheated  with 
impunity. 


VOL.  I, 
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mîftake.  Faithful  among  themfelves,  they  deli- 
vered pundually  the  European  commodities  to 
thofe  who  had  furniflied  the  articles  of  exchange  ; 
they  did  not  endeavour  to  purloin  from  each  other 
the  provifions  which  they  brought  ;  frequently 
even  they  mutually  made  one  another  a  prefent  of 
the  things  which  they  had  jufl:  purchafed  at  the 
price  of  what  they  had  mofl  valuable.  Their  fide- 
lity among  themfelves  was  manifefled  even  in  the 
thefts  which  they  committed  ;  the  article  flolen  in 
the  fhip  palTed  from  hand  to  hand,  without  the  per- 
fon  who  had  done  the  deed  appearing  uneafy  to 
know  in  whofe  poflefTion  the  article  might  remain, 
well  aflured  that,  fooner  or  later,  it  would  come 
back  to  his  *.    Under  whatever  point  of  view  we 

confider 

*  In  order  to  remove  every  fufpicion  of  enthufiafm  or  par- 
tiality in  favour  of  the  Mendoçans,  I  muft  compare  with 
what  I  fay  here,  a  faft  in  contradiction,  related  by  Captain 
Covk  ;  but  I  muft,  at  the  fame  time,  obferve  that  it  is  the  faft, 
of  an  individual,  a  folitary  faft,  which  proves  nothing  againft 
the  generality,  and  from  whi^ch  it  may  merely  be  concluded 
that  at  Santa  Chrijlhia^  as  well  as  every  where  elfc,  there  are 
vicious  men,  whofe  particular  charafter,  at  variance  with  the 
general  character  of  the  nation,  leads  them  to  aftions  which, 
the  whole  fociety  difavow  and  condemn  :  and  in  what  corner 
of  the  inhabited  earth  do  we  find  a  fociety  of  perfeft  men  ? 

Cool^  fpeaking  of  the  difhohefty  of  the  natives  of  this 
place,  fays  "  a  man  in  a  canoe  offered  me  a  fniall  pig  for  a 
fix-inch  fpike,  and  another  man  being  employed  to  convey 
it,  I  gave  him  the  fpike  which  he  kept  for  himfelf,  and  in- 
ftead  of  it,  gave  to  the  man  who  owned  the  pig  a  fix- 
<*  penny  nail.    Words  of  courfe  arofe,  and  I  waited  to  fee 

"  how 
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confider  this  nation  in  their  intercourfe  with 
ftrangers,  it  is  not  poffible  to  difcover  the  princi- 
ples of  their  conduâ:  ;  in  it  are  feen  contradidlions 
and  inconfiftencies  :  but  how  many  men,  how 
many  nations  are  there,  whom  we  mufl  not 
fathom  too  deeply,  if  we  wifli  to  find  them  always 
confiftent  ! 

Voyagers  have  had  few  opportunities  of  obferv- 
îng  the  interior  and  domeftic  behaviour  of  the  na- 
tives of  Santa  Christina.  Captain  Cook 
fays,  that  he  cannot  tell  whether  it  be  the 
cuftom  for  men  and  women  to  have  feparate 
melTes  *  it  is  well  known,  that,  among  the 
greater  part  of  the  tribes  in  thefe  illands,  the 
latter  are  excluded  from  the  table  of  the  men,  and 
that  frequently  their  condition  is  moft  wretched. 
Captain  Chanal  was  feveral  times  prefent  at  the 
meals  of  the  inhabitant?  of  La  Madre  de  Digs, 
and  he  faw  the  men^  women,  and  children  eat  in 
common,  and  feed  on  the  fame  difhes.  He  like** 
wife  faw  mothers  fuckle  their  children  ;  and  they 
were  worthy  of  being  fo  and  deferved  the  title^ 
from  the  pains  and  the  delicate  attentions  which 
they  lavifhed  on  their  nurfelings.  Often  too  men 
prelTed  tenderly  in  their  arms,  children  whofe 


how  it  would  end  ;  but  as  the  man  who  had  poffclTion  of 
'*  the  fpike  feemed  refolved  to  keep  it,  I  left  them  before  it 
•*  was  decided."  [Cook's  Second  f^oyagCy  vol.  ii.  page  303.) 
*  /J/</,  Vol.  ii.  page  311. 

o  %  fathers 
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fathers  they  were  proud  of  being  ;  but  we  know 
not  what  pledge  they  can  have  of  their  paternity. 
The  French  were  not  able  to  form  an  idea  of  the 
rank  which  the  women  have  in  fociety  ;  but  there 
is  reafofi  to  believe  that  they  have  no  other  influ- 
ence than  that  which  may  arife  from  the  mo-  g|| 
mentary  refignation  of  their  perfon.    We  are  not 
lefs  juftified  in  thinking  that  the  jealoufy  of  the 
men,  although  tranfient  like   their  enjoyments, 
carries  them  fometimes  to  a£i:s  of  violence  ;  for  ; 
they  have  been  feen  to  treat  the  women  with  bru- 
tality, and  even  to  employ  a  flick  to  ftrike  them  ; 
but,  at  the  fame  time,  women  have  been  feen  to  ■ 
beat  men,  becaufe,  infenfible  to  the  power  of  their  , 
charms  and  to  their  incitements,  they  had  repulfed  ! 
them  without  having  in  any  way  complied  with 
their  defires  *.    Thus  equality,  in   this  refpeâ:,  ; 
feems,  in  fome  meafure,  to  fubfift  between  the 
two  fexes:  but  as  nature  has  not  eflablifhed  an 
equality  of  flrength,  it  may  be  concluded  that 
Jiere,  as  every  where  elfe,  the  men'frequently  have 
recourfe  to  the  law  of  the  ftrongeft.    However  1 
this  law  is  not  valid  among  them  ;  they  are  not  ; 
feen  fighting  to  obtain  or  prefer ve  the  conquefl  of  ' 
a  woman  ;  it  appears  that  the  right  of  the  firfl.  ! 
pofTefTor  is  never  contefled,  nor  that  of  fucceffion  j 
difputed  :  every  thing  is  fettled  in  an  amicable 
inanner  ;  and  if  Santa  Christina  have  fuftained  'i 

*  Obfervations  of  Rohkt, 
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wars,  they  can  never  have  originated  from  the  rape 
of  a  Helen.  . 

Our  voyagers  had  no  opportunity  of  judging 
what  is  the  degree  of  authority  of  fathers  over 
their  children,  nor  what  is  its  duration  ;  but  it 
may  be  prefumed  that  it  is  not  exercifed  beyond 
childhood,  that  firft  period  of  life  when  weaknefs 
and  ability  (  aim  the  afïïftance  and  protedion  of 
one  ftronger  than  ourfelves»  From  what  we  have 
learned  of  the  depravity  of  morals  at  Santa 
Christina,  it  is  not  an  injuflice,  it  is  not  perhaps 
even  too  bold  an  opinion,  to  fuppofe  that  paternity 
muft  be  confidered  only  as  a  fort  of  adoption,  and 
that  the  child  is  obedient  to  thofe  who  have  be- 
haved themfelves  as  its  parents,  only  during  the 
time  when  it  flands  in  need  of  their  care  and 
fupport. 

If  it  has  not  been  poflible  to  acquire  a  knowledge 
of  the  interior  regulation  of  particular  families  and 
focieties,  no  greater  facility  was  found  in  afcer- 
taining  the  form  of  government  or  the  political 
regulation  of  the  great  fociety  :  only,  it  may  be 
affirmed  that  it  is  not  a  fpecies  of  feudal  govern- 
ment, fuch  as  was  found  eftablifhed  in  fome  of 
the  illands  which  compofe  the  archipelagoes  of  the 
Great  Ocean.  Captain  Chanai.  doubts  not, 
however,  that  this  people  have  chiefs  whom  they 
call  Ot'ôouh  y  and  his  opinion  is,  on  the  one  hand, 
founded  on  the  natives,  as  has  been  feen,  having 
given  this  title  to  him  among  them^  to  whom  the 

c  3  French, 
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French,  on  their  arrival  in  the  ifland,  were  pre- 
fented  in  form;  and  on  the  other,  on  their  having, 
in  like  manner,  applied  the  title  of  Otoouh  to 
Captain  Marchand,  when  it  was  known  to 
them  that  he  was  the  commander  or  chief  of  the 
fliip.  But  this  is  not  the  title  which  they  gave 
to  the  chief  of  La  Madre  de  Digs  when  the 
Englifh  vifited  that  bay  :  it  is  pofîible  that  the 
French,  for  want  of  thoroughly  underftanding  the 
natives,  may  have  confounded  the  name  of  ^  chief 
with  his  title,  and  that  the  latter  may  have  applied 
to  the  chief  of  the  French  the  name  of  theirs,  as 
they  give  to  their  friends  their  own  names, 
George  Forster  informs  us  that  the  chief  from 
whom  Captain  Cook  received  a  vifit  on  the  beach, 
and^who  made  his  appearance  but  once  in  his  habit 
of  ceremony,  was  prefented  to  them  as  the  king 
of  the  whole  ifland  ;  but  that  his  fubjeds  or  vaffals 
did  not  appear  prodigal  of  their  refpeds  to  his 
niajefty.  This  chief  acquainted  the  Englifli  that 
his  name  was  Honoo^  and  that  he  was  He-ka-ai 
which,  in  Mr,  Forster's  opinion,  was  a  title 
correfponding  to  the  Aree  (or  Earee^  according  to 
Cook)  of  Taheitee,  and  Areekee  of  the  Friend- 
Î.Y  Iflands  *.  The  fame  voyager  relates,  in  another 
place,  that  Captain  Cook  having  had  occafion  to 
ftyike  a  failpr,  who  had  been  inattentive  to  his  duty, 
t}ie  natives    that  were  prefeiit,  made  an  obfer-s 


•  (jr.  Forjler's  Vpycigç,  vol.  ii.  page  19. 
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vation  which  may  give  fome  idea  of  the  form  of 
their  government  :  as  foon  as  they  faw  the  circum* 
fiance,  they  pointed  it  out  to  one  another,  and 
exclaimed  :  Tape  a-hai  te  tina  I  ( He  beats  his  bro^ 
ihcr!)   "  We  were  well  convinced,  from  other 
"  inf^ances,"    adds  Mr.  Forster,  "  that  they 
knew  the  difference  between  the  commander  and 
his  people  ;  but  it  appeared,  at  the  fame  time, 
"  that  they  looked  upon  us  all  as  brethren, 
*^  The  moft  natural  inference  in  my  mind,"  con- 
tinues he,  "  is  that  they  only  applied  to  us,  in  this 
cafe,  an  idea,  which  really  exifts  with  regard  to 
themfelves.    They  probably  look  on  themfelves 
as  one  family,  of  which  the  eldeft-born  is  the 
chief  or  king.    As  their  community,"  according 
to  the  fame  obferver,  "  is  not  yet  arrived  at  that 
degree  of  civilization  which  the  Taheiteans  en- 
joy,  a  difference  of  rank  does  not  take  place 
among  them,  and  their  political  conftitution  has 
"  not  acquired  a  fettled  monarchical  form.  The 
"  nature  of  their  country,  which  requires  a  greater 
labour  and  culture  than  Taheitee,  is  one 
great  caufe  of  this  difference;  for  fmce  the 
means  of  fubfiftence  are  not  fo  eafily  attained, 
the  population  and  the  general  luxury,  cannot 
be  fo  confiderable  ;  and  the  people  remain 
"  upon  a  level.    Agreeably  to  this  obfervation,  we 
*^  have  found  that  no  particular  honour  or  refped 
"  was  paid  to  their  king  Hônoo,  who  vifited  us 
ou  the  fécond  day  after  our  arrival  :  all  hi§ 
04  pre» 
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"  pre-eminence   feemed  to  confift  in  his  drefs, 
«  which  was  more  complete  than  that  of  many  of 
his  people,  who,  by  choice,  or  through  indolence, 
«  go  naked  in  a  happy  tropical  climate,  where  cloth- 
«  ing  is  not  wanted         This  laft  part  of  Mr. 
Forster's  opinion  is  confirmed  by  the  account  of 
Surgeon  Roblet,  who  tells  us  that  the  French 
faw  not  any  chief  who  appeared  to  have  authority  ; 
but  neither  did  they  perceive  any  thing  that  can 
fupport  the  fuppofition  of  a  government,  in  fome 
meafure,  patriarchal,  of  a  chief  of  a  great  family, 
"  We  only  obferved,"   fays   Surgeon  Roblet, 
"  that  thofe  who  were  the  mod  attended  to  in 
the  multitude,   were  indebted  for  this  advan- 
tage  to  a  handfome  perfon,  to  a  remarkable 
ftature,  to  a  bodily  ftrength  more  impofmg,  to  a 
character  more  manly,  to  an  energy  more  de- 
^-  cided,  and,  perhaps,  to  the  greater  number  of 
individuals  of   whom   their   family   (or  the 
"  affemblage  which  they  call  their  family)  is  com, 
pofed  :  but  in  ail  thefe  fuppofitions,  their  power, 
"  by  whatever  title  they  obtain  it,  is  ftill  very  li- 
mited,  and  it  may  be  doubted  whether  it  be  con- 
"  tinual;''    Grounding  our  opinion  on  that  of 
Surgeon  Roblet,  we  might  imagine  that  he  of 
the  natives  who,  by  violent  means,  caufed  Captain 
Marchand's  muiket  to  bereftored,  had  no  other 
authority  than  that  of  ftrength  ;  for,  previoufly  to 

^  George  Forjîer^ s  Voyage,  vol.  ii.  page  31, 
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that  moment,  he  had  not  occafioned  himfelf  to  be 
remarked  by  any  acl  of  power  ;  and,  m  the  fequeî, 
no  aâ:  diftinguifhed ,  him  as  a  chief:  yet  no  one 
flood  up  againll  the  right  of  doing  juftice  which 
he  took  upon  himfelf,  and  which  was  likely  to 
call  forth  the  vengeance  of  the  relations  and  friends 
of  him  againft  whom  he  had  exercifed  it  *.  But, 
where  there  are  neither  laws,  nor  chiefs,  (Irength 
is  every  thing,  and  die  weak  obey  the  itrong. 

We  are  not  better  informed  as  to  the  religion 
than  as  to  the  government  of  this  people.  During 
the  ftay  which  the  French  made  at  Santa  Chris- 
tina, they  faw  nothing  which  could  make  them 
think  that  its  inhabitants  paid  any  worfhip  to  a  fu^ 
preme  being  ;  pleafure  is  the  divinity  of  the  coun* 
try  ;  no  fuperftition,  no  ceremony,  no  pried  or 
juggler.  We  fee,  however,  that,  when  in  1595, 
Mendana  difcovered  this  ifland,  there  exifted  at 
La  Madre  de  Dios  a  fort  of  temple,  a  place 
confecrated  to  ceremonies,  either  religious  or  fu- 
neral. Two  centuries,  indeed,  have  elapfed  fmce 
the  voyage  of  the  Spaniards  ;  but  it  would  be  un- 
exampled that  a  people,  who,  in  ancient  times,  had 
pradifed  fome  worfhip,  fhould  not  have  preferved 
any  trace  of  it,  or  have  fubftituted  a  new  one  ; 

•  This  native  is  the  fame  who  liad  peaceably  conduced 
Surgeon  Roblet  into  the  interior  of  the  ifland,  without  any- 
other  fafeguard  for  the  ftranger,  than  the  refped  with  which 
the  natives  might  be  infpired  by  the  prefence  of  the  former, 
without  any  other  fecurity  than  the  confidence  of  the  latter  in 
^he  rights  of  hofpitality. 

we 
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we  muft  therefore  believe,  either  that  the  Spani- 
ards were  miftaken  as  to  the  deftination  of  this 
enclofure  refpeded  by  the  natives  of  La  Madre 
BE  Digs,  which  exifted  at  the  period  of  the  dif- 
covery,  or  that,  fmce  that  time,  the  inhabitants 
have  tranfported  the  objeds  of  their  veneration  into 
fome  part  of  the  illand,  where  neither  the  Englifli 
nor  the  French  have  penetrated. 

Mod  voyagers  endeavour  to  eftimate  the  popu- 
lation of  the  iflands  which  they  vifit;  but  this 
eftimation  is  founded  on  data  fo  uncertain,  that  it 
may  be  apprehended  that  it  is  frequently  very 
wide  of  the  truth,  and  almoft  always  exaggerated. 
In  fad,  the  voyager  touches  at  a  p^rt  of  the  coaft 
where  the  difpofition  of  the  lands  affords  a  fhelter 
to  (hipping,  commonly  at  a  part  watered  and  fer-» 
tilized  by  rivulets  ;  and  thefe  advantages  muft 
have  induced  feveral  of  the  natives  to  fix  here 
their  abode^;  on  the  other  hand,  the  fight  of  an 
objed  fo  extraordinary  as  an  European  fhip,  to 
people  who  are  acquainted  only  with  canoes,  and 
the  curiofity  to  fee  men  who  make  their  appear- 
ance for  the  firft  time,  muft  caufe  to  flocH  to 
the  port,  which  the  ftrangers  have  chofen  for 
their  landing,  and  during  the  ftay  that  they  make 
in  it,  a  multitude  of  natives  eager  to  proceed 
thi'ther  from  every  point  of  the  coaft  whence  the 
îhip  can  be  perceived  :  thefe  two  caufes  united 
muft  occafion  the  appearance  of  a  great  popula-^ 
tion.    But  we  ftiould  be  almoft  always  miftaken, 

if 
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if  we  wifhed  to  deduce  the  general  population  of 
an  ifland  from  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  who 
prefent  themfelves  at  the  point  where  the  ftrangers 
have  landed  ;  and  we  fhould  not  attain  a  more 
exa6l  refult,  were  we  to  ground  our  calculation  on 
the  extent  of  the  cultivated  fpots  and  the  number 
of  the  plantations  which  offer  themfelves  to  the 
view  ;  for,  in  general,  the  middle  of  each  of  thofe 
high  iflands,  fituated  in  the  Great  Ocean  be- 
tween the  tropics,  is  occupied  by  a  chain  of  lofty 
mountains,  which  appear  not  fufceptible  of  being 
cultivated,  and  from  which  fterility  mufl  drive 
away  the  inhabitants  ;  it  is  near  the  borders  of  the 
fea  only  that  agreeable  plains,  fruitful  vallies,  in- 
terfecled  by  hills  covered  with  wood,  and  by  ferti- 
lizing rivulets,  invite  man  to  till  a  foil,  which  pro- 
mifes  to  reward  him  for  his  labour,  and  determines 
him  to  fix  his  habitation  in  places  where  his 
fubfiftence  is  fecured  ;  the  vicinity  of  the  fea 
affords  him  alfo  an  additional  refource  for  in- 
creafing  the  means  of  it  5  coafts  abounding  with 
fifli,  rocks  where  fhell-fifh  of  different  kinds  mul- 
tiply and  are  inceffantly  renewed,  furnifh  him,  all 
the  year,  a  variety  of  aliments,  and  a  ufeful  fupple- 
ment  in  the  feafon  when  the  earth  in  a  ftate  of  reft 
ceafes  to  lavifh  on  him  its  bounties. 

In  applying  thefe  obfervations  to  the  Marque. 
SAS  DE  Mendoça,  onc  fmgle  ifland  of  which, 
and  one  fingle  point  of  that  ifland  only,  have  been 
vifited  by  Europeans,  it  will  be  conceived  how  in- 

correft 
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corred  mufl:  be  the  eftimate  of  their  population, 
eftabliflied  on  the  number  of  inhabitants  whom 
voyagers  may  have  feen  aflembled  at  tins  fmgle 
point.      George  Forster  has,   however,  at- 
tempted the  calculation  :  and  this  is  the  manner 
in  which  he  prefents  it.    Speaking  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  group  of  the  Mendoça  Iflands,  he 
fays  ;  "  The  number  of  thefe  good  people  cannot 
be  very  confiderable,  on  account  of  the  fmall 
fize  of  the  iflands  which  they  inhabit.  Waih- 
TAKoo,  or  Santa  Christina,  is  about  eight 
"  leagues  in  circuit  ;   (feven  only,  according  to 
"  Cook;)  o-Heeva-roa,  or  La  Dominica,  fif- 
^'  teen  leagues  ;  o-Nateyo,  or  San  Pedro,  three 
leagues  :  (Hood's  Ifland,  which  was  feen  only 
at  a  diftance,  as  many  *)  and  La  Madalena, 
five  leagues,  according  to  the  Spanifh  account 
(fix,  according  to  Cook's  chart  and  according 
to  QuiRos).     The  Ifland  of  Dominica,  the 
largeft   of  the  Marquesas,  is  fo  exceflively 
fteep  and  craggy  in  many  parts,  that  its  inha- 
bitants  cannot    be  fo   numerous  as   thofe  of 
"  Santa  Christina  in  proportion  to  its  fize. 
"  Such  fpots  as  are  fit  for  culture  are  very  po- 
"  pulous  in  thefe  iflands  ;  but  as  they  are  all  very 
"  mountainous,  and  have  many  inacceffible  and 

*  We  know  not  whether  thefe  two  laH-mentioned  iflands  be 
inhabited  ;  they  have  fo  h'ttle  extent  that  it  is  fcarcely  probable 
that  they  are  ;  only,  if  their  coafts  be  full  of  fifh,  they  might 
be  occupied  occafionally  by  the  natives  of  the  other  iflands. 


"  barren 
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barren  rocks,  it  is  to  be  doubted  whether  the 
"  whole  population  of  this  group  amounts  to 
"  f-fty  i^^oufand  perfons 

Whatever  confidence  we  ought  juftly  to  grant 
to  Mr.  Fors  ter's  profound  knowledge  and  man- 
ner of  feeing,  I  own  that  this  refult  feems  not  to 
me  to  be  the  confequence  of  the  data  which  have 
led  to  it  ;  it  appears  to  me  inadmiffible  ;  and  the 
reafons  on  which  I  ground  my  opinion  for  rejeding 
it,  feem  to  me  to  be  of  a  weight  that  muil  prevail 
even  over  that  of  an  authority  which  we  never  re- 
fift  but  with  regret  and  repugnance.  Although, 
in  the  number  of  the  canoes  which  furrounded 
the  fhip,  feveral  came  from  La  Dominica  ;  al- 
though the  natives  of  that  ifland  were  confounded 
on  fliore  with  thofe  of  Santa  Christina  ;  al- 
though the  inhabitants  of  the  bays  to  the  fouth- 
ward  repaired,  for  the  mod  part,  to  that  of  La 
Madre  de  Dios,  when  the  French  landed  there,  it 
appears  from  the  journals  of  Captain  Chanal 
and  Surgeon  Roblet,  who  perfedly  agree  on 
this  point,  that  all  this  concourfe  of  inhabitants 
of  the  wed  coaft  of  Santa  Christina  and  of 
the  natives  of  La  Dominica,  mixed  together, 
produced,  at  no  time,  an  affemblage  in  w^hich 
could  be  reckoned  more  than  five  or  fix  hundred 
individuals  of  both  fexes  and  of  all  ages  :  and  it 
mufl  be  obferved  that  the  weft  coaft-  of  Santa 
Christina  being  fituated  to  leeward  of  the  iftand, 

*  George  Forfler*s  Voyage^  vol.  ii.  pages  3  3  and  34. 

it 
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it  ought  to  be  mote  peopled  than  the  coafl:  to  wind^ 
ward'y  for  it  is  well  known  that,  in  all  theiflands 
fituated  between  the  tropics,  in  the  region  of  the 
trade-winds,  the  windward  coafl:,  being  incelTantly 
beaten  by  the  winds  and  the  fea,  invites  not  men^ 
part  of  whofe  fubfiftence  is  furniflied  by  fi(hing,  to 
fettle  there,  and  who  all  devote  themfelves  mofe 
or  lefs  to  navigation.  It  appears  then  that  it 
would  be  granting  much  to  the  Ifland  of  SakTa 
Christina,  to  give  it  a  thoufand  inhabitants  for 
every  league  of  coafl;  ;  and  in  all,  feven  thoufand  5 
to  fuppofe  fix  thoufand  in  La  Dominica,  which 
Mr,  FoRSTER,  on  account  of  the  fl:erility  of  the 
greater  part  of  its  foil,  rightly  prefumes  not  likely 
to  prefent  a  population  fo  numerous  as  that  of 
Santa  Christina  ;  and  to  admit  fix  thoufand 
for  La  Maùalena,  whofe  circuit  is  fix  leagues  5 
the  total  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  three 
large  iflands  might  then  amount  to  nineteen  thou- 
fand individuals,  which  we  might  carry  to  twenty 
thoufand^  if  we  are  willing  to  grant  a  few  inhabitants 
to  the  fmall  iflands,  San  Pedro  and  Hood*s 
Ifland.  This  refult  is  very  wide  of  that  oï  ffty 
thoufand  individuals,  which  Mr.  Forster's  calcu- 
lation attributes  to  them  ;  and  Î  would  not  warrant 
that,  if  ever  it  be  poiTible  to  procure  data  more 
corred,.  might  not  we  difcover  that  the  refult 
which  I  hazard  is  fl:ill  much  exaggerated. 

Captain  Chanal  compiled  a  vocabulary  of 
Santa  Christina,  which  comprehends  a  few 

words 
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words  of  the  language  of  the  natives  of  that 
ifland  *  ;  he  has  inferted  in  it  thofe  only  the  real 
lignification  of  which  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
afcertaining  ;  and  he  has  written  them  as  a 
Frenchman  underftands  and  pronounces  them.  I 
cannot,  on  this  occafion,  refrain  from  èxpr effing 
a  wifh  that  mud,  long  fmce,  have  been  formed 
by  our  navigators  ;  this  is,  that  fome  man  of  learn- 
ing, polTeffing  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  languages, 
would  colledt  in  the  fame  volume,  the  vocabu- 
laries which  are  found  fcattered  in  the  accounts  of 
the  voyages  performed  by  the  navigators  of  thofe 
two  nations,  and  that  he  would  reduce  to  the 
French  orthography  and  pronunciation,  the  founds 
and  articulations  which  each  nation  has  reprefent- 
ed  in  its  way,  and  for  its  own  pronunciation. 
Moft  of  the  vocabularies  of  the  tribes  which  occupy 
the  illands  of  the  Great  Ocean,  have  been  pub- 
iiftied  by  the  Englifli  ;  and  their  manner  of  defcrib- 
ing  founds  differs  fo  much  from  ours,  that  a  French 
navigator  who  wifhes  to  pronounce  in  his  way  the 
words  which  have  been  reprefented  for  the  purpofe 
of  being  pronounced  by  an  Englifhman,  emits 
founds  that  by  no  means  caufe  to  be  recognized  the 
word  of  the  language  in  which  he  wifhes  to  exprefs 
himfelf.  The  fame  thing  muft  happen  to  an 
Eiiglifliman,  if  he  wifh   to  pronounce,    in  his 

*  This  vocabulary  is  to  be  found  at  the  end  of  the  narrative, 
vol.  ii. 
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manner,  words  which  have  been  written  to  be  pro- 
nounced by  a  Frenchman  :  in  order  that  they  both 
might  make  themfelves  underflood  by  the  natives 
of  a  country,  it  is  therefore  neceflary  that  the 
language  written,  that  is  to  fay,  the  words  which 
they  have  before  them  in  the  vocabulary  of  which 
they  wifli  to  make  ufe,  fhould  be  reprefented  by 
charaders,  by  figns,  fo  combined,  as  to  oblige 
them  to  pronounce  emphatically  the  real  founds 
of  the  language  fpoken. 

Surgeon  Robi.et,  on  his  part,  has  likewife 
compiled  a  vocabulary  of  the  Mendoçan  words 
that  he  was  able  to  colled  ;  mod  of  them  are  the 
fame  as  thofe  which  compofe  the  vocabulary  of 
Captain  Chanal  ;  but,  as  thefe  two  obfervers 
do  not  always  write  them  the  fame,  becaufe,  no 
doubt,  they  heard  them  differently,  I  have 
thought  that  it  might  be  ufeful  to  report  the 
two  manners  in  two  different  columns.  To  thefe 
I  have  added  a  third  column,  in  which  will  be 
found  a  few  words  of  the  fame  language,  corre- 
fponding  to  the  fame  words  in  the  vocabularies 
of  the  French,  and  fuch  as  Captain  Cook  has 
given  them  to  be  pronounced  by  an  Englifhman  : 
they  are  taken  from  his  Table  of  fpecmens  of 
different  languages  fpoken  in  J  be  South  Sea  (or 
Great  Ocean),  from  Easter  Island,  wefi- 
ward  to  New  Caledonia 


CooPs  Second  Voyage^  vol.  ii.  page  366. 
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The  language  of  the  inhabitants  of  Santa 
Christina  has  the  greateft  affinity  to  that  of 
the  Society  Iflands,  or  rather  is  the  fame  tongue: 
which  proves  that,  although  the  two  archipelagoes 
are  feparated  by  a  fpace  of  fea  of  two  hundred 
and  fixty  leagues,  and  although  it  is  prefumable 
that  their  canoes  do  not  maintain  between  them  an. 
habitual  communication,  the  people  who  inhabit 
them  muft  have  had  a  common  origin  :  a  native  of 
the  Society  Iflands,  who  was  embarked  in  the 
Resolution,  converfed  fluently  with  the  natives 
of  La  Madre  de  Dios;  but  Captain  Cook  fays 
that  the  Englifh,  who  mull:,  in  their  vifits  to 
Taheitee^  have  acquired  a  knowledge  of  moft 
of  the  words  fpoken  there,  could  never  fucceed 
in  making  themfelves  underftood  at  Santal 
Christina  *• 

On  examining  the  ninety-five  words  of  the 
language  of  this  ifland  which  Captain  Chanal 
has  colleded,  it  is  feen  that,  like  ours,  it  em- 
ploys five  vowels,  £,  /,  o,  and  u  pronounced 
as  the  ou  dipthong  is  in  French  ;  but  the  confo- 
nants,  which  are  only  eight  in  number,  perform 
the  office  of  twelve  of  ours  :  5  or  p,  which  are 
only  the  fame  articulation  more  or  lefs  hard,  and 
are  confounded  to  the  ear  :— i): — c  hard,  g  hard, 
K  and  ^,  the  four  articulations  of  which  are 
not  to  be  diftinguiflied,  and  which  are  allrepre- 
fented  by  a  which,  in  order  to  be  articulated  in 
the  Mendoçan  manner,  requires  a  fort  of  afpira« 

*  Cook's  Second  VoyagCy  vol.  i.  page  308. 
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tion  that  gives  ît  a  guttural  found  : — f—m-^ 
2^ — r— ^;  thefe  laft  five  having  each  their  pro- 
per and  diftind  articulation,  as  in  the  languages 
of  Europe.  Could  a  lettered  Chinefe  ever  be  per- 
fuaded  that  vrith  thirteen  very  fimple  figns,  a  man 
may  exprefs  all  his  thoughts  ? 

The  natives  of  Santa  Christina,  like  feveral 
of  the  tribes  of  the  Great  Ocean,  cannot  arti- 
culate  our  r,  they  make  up  for  this  by  a  fort  of  af- 
piration  :  fo,  inftead  of  o-Hiva-roa^  they  pro- 
nounce o-HiVA-HOA  :  is  it  through  afledlation,  as 
the  favourite  of  Octavius  pronounced  Melcule 
inftead  of  Me  Hercule  ?  It  is  more  probable  that 
it  is  the  effed  of  the  imperfedion  of  the  organ* 
Our  confonants  z,  5,  jr,  make  no  part  of  the 
articulations  of  the  language  of  this  illand,  which^ 
as  our  readers  may  have  feen,  admits  of  none 
that  is  difficult.  Frequently  a  word  is  preceded  by 
the  vowels  o,  or  e  j  and  altliough,  from  the 
manner  in  which  the  word  is  pronounced,  they 
feem  to  be  an  integral  part  of  it,  they  are,  however, 
no  more  than  the  article  ;  as  ^,  0,  or  te^  are  ar- 
ticles in  the  language  of  Taheitee* 

Captain  C  h  anal  obferves  that,  although  the 
language  of  the  Mendoçans  is  full  of  afpirations, 
and  that,  in  general,  they  fpeak  with  véhémence,, 
yet  their  pronunciation  has  a  degree  of  foftnef^^ 
In  order  to  catch  it  better,  he  chiefly  confulted  the 
women,  the  found  of  whofe  voice,  being  clearer 
than  that  of  the  men^,  more  eafily  allows  of  à\U 

tinguifhing 
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îînguîflîîng  the  fhades  of  articulation  :  thefe  were 
the  bed  teachers  of  language  ;  and  the  French 
admired  no  lefs  their  fagacity  in  comprehending 
queftions,  than  their  corrednefs  in  anfwering 
them. 

The  details  into  which  I  have  entered  refpeflîng 
what  we  have  been  able  to  divine  of  the  character, 
the  manners,  and  the  cuftoms  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Marquesas  de  Mendoça,  have  fliewn 
that  the  natives  of  thefe  iflands  have  feveral  traits 
of  refemblance  to  thofe  of  Taheitee  and  the 
other  Society  Ifles  ;  and  the  identity  of  language 
would,  no  doubt,  be  fufficient  to  prove  the  iden- 
tity of  origin.  It  may  be  imagined  that  the 
difllniilatities  which,  in  other  refpetls,  exifl  be-/ 
tween  the  people  of  thefe  two  archipelagoes, 
depend,  both  on  the  climate  which  muft  differ  in 
proportion  to  the  difference  of  latitudes,  and  per- 
haps ftill  more  on  the  nature  of  the  foil  which,  in 
the  Iflànd  of  Santa  Christina,  the  only  one 
with  which  we  are  acquainted,  leaves  little  fpace 
for  culture,  and  precludes  its  inhabitants  from  the 
advantage  of  being  able  to  form  thofe  extenfive 
plantations  of  mulberry-trees,  on  which  every- 
where, at  Taheitee,  the  eye  repofes  with  plea- 
fure.  The  fertile  plains  which  fkirt  the  coafl  of 
the  latter  ifland,  procure  it  a  local  advantage  that 
nothing  can  balance  in  the  Mendoça  Iflands; 
and  that  fort  of  coral-dike,  thofe  reefs  which  en- 
circle it  on  all  fides,  by  furnifting  fhelter  and 

p  a  food 
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food  to  a  multitude  of  fhell-fifli,  add  a  perpe- 
tual fupplement  to  the  produdions  of  the  earthy 
for  the  fubfiftence  of  its  inhabitants.  On  making 
a  general  comparifon  between  the  Ifland  of  San- 
ta Christina  and  that  of  Taheitee,  it  is  feen^ 
at  firft  fight,  that  there^iexift  not  in  the  former, 
the  opulence,  the  luxury,  the  profufion  of  food, 
the  ftudied  variety  and  vafl:  quantity  of  cloth  which 
are  remarked  in  the  principal  ifland  of  the  Great 
Equinoctial  Ocean.  The  Taheiteans  have 
many  fuperfluities  ;  they  have  made  great  ftrides 
towards  civilization,  great  progrefs  not  only  in  the 
ufeful,  but  even  in  the  agreeable  arts.  The  Men- 
doçans  have  a  refpeâ:able  competence,  a  defirable 
degree  of  comfort  in  every  way  ;  and  their  difpo- 
fition  inclines  them  not  to  wifh  for  more  than  they 
enjoy  :  without  any  other  wants  than  thofe  which 
Nature  fupplies  with  prodigality,  contented  with 
the  prefent  day  and  not  anxious  about  the  mor- 
row, divided  between  pleafure  and  idlenefs,  they 
appear  fheltered  from  thofe  political  ftorms  which 
mufl  frequently  difturb  the  government,  partly 
monarchical,  partly  feudal,  which  is  eftablifhed 
among  the  Taheiteans.  The  latter  have  loft  in  li- 
berty what  they  have  acquired  in  civilization  ;  one 
part  lives  by  the  labours  of  the  other,  and  this  is 
the  natural  and  ordinary  routine  of  great  focieties  ; 
they  lead  a  fenfual  life  ;  and  hereditary  difeafes  al- 
ready begin  to  punifh  them  for  their  excelTes.  The  .  ,  I 
Mendoçans  have  preferved  their  primitive  liberty 

in 
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in  its  full  perfedlion  ;  and  every  one  lives  through 
himfelf  and  for  himfelf:  the  robufl:  health  that 
they  enjoy  is,  no  doubt,  far  preferable  to  that  vo- 
luptuoufnefs  to  which  they  are  yet  ftrangers,  and 
with  which  we  muft  wifli  them  never  to  be  acquaint^ 
ed.  I  conceive  that  an  European  would  for  him- 
felf prefer  Taheitee  to  Wahihatq  ;  but  ^  Men- 
doçan  would  be  much  to  blame  if  he  envied  the  lot 
of  a  Taheitean  :  by  deviating  more  from  Nature, 
he  would  have  little  to  gain,  and,  perhaps,  much 
to  lofe. 
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CHAPTER  m. 

From  the  anchorage  In  the  Bay  of  La  Madre  dc 
Dies  is  perceived^  to  the  ivcjl  north-weji  and 
north-weji  by  weji^  a  land  which  is  not  laid  down 
m  the  hydrographical  chart. -^Captain  Marchand 
Jîeers  for  this  land  ;  he  difcovers  a  new  grovp 
of  ijlands  which  forms  hut  one  archipelago  with 
the  Marquefas  de  Menàoqd.,-^ Defer ipf ion  of  this 
group. — Particular  defcription  of  the  principal 
ijland  and  its  inhabitants. — Conjecture  refpeding 
ether  ijiands  which  mtfi  be  fituated  to  the  weji^ 
ward  of  this  group. — The  inhabitants  of  the  So- 
ciety JJlands^  before  the  modern  navigators  had 
penetrated  into  the  Great  Ocean,  had  a  knoW" 
ledge  of  the  group  of  the  Marquefas  de  Mendoça, 
and  of  the  ijla?ids  which  Captain  Marchand  dif 
covered. — Opinion  concerning  the  exiftence  of  an* 
other  land  to  leezuard  of  thefe  ijlands. — Run  from 
the  newly 'dif covered  ijlands  to  the  North-weft 
coajt  of  America, 

gEFORE  I  refume  the  continuation  of  Captain 
Marc  hand's  voyage,  I  muft  mention  a  re- 
mark which  was  made  very  foon  after  he  put  into 
the  Bay  of  La  Madre  de  Digs,  and  which  led 
him  to  the  difcovery  of  a  group  of  iflands  of  which 

the 
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the  ancient  navigators,  and  even  Captain  Cooi^ 
himfelf,  had  no  knowledge. 

Atfun-fet,  on  the  14th  of  June,  the  day  when 
the  Solide  anchored  in  the  bay,  in  the  cleareft 
weather,  there  was  perceived  on  the  horizon  a 
fixed  fpot,  which  prefented  the  appearance  of  the 
fummit  of  a  lofty  peak,  and,  allowing  for  the  vari- 
ation, bore,  with  refpeâ:  to  the  bay,  weft-north, 
weft  and  north-weft  by  weft.  The  next  day,  at 
the  fame  hour,  the  horizon  being  in  like  manner 
free  from  vapours,  and  the  air  perfectly  tranfpa- 
rent,  the  fame  fpot  was  obferved  in  the  fame  di- 
rection as  on  the  preceding  day.  It  could  not  be 
doubted  that  this  fpot  was  land  :  and  as  no  chart 
indicates  any  in  this  quarter,  as  no  voyager  makes 
mention  of  any,  it  could  be  only  an  unknown 
land  ;  and  therefore  Captain  Marchand  deter- 
mined to  reconnoitre  it. 

Thus  it  was  that,  in  1436,  the  Portuguefe,  under 
the  diredion  of  Gonzales  Zarco,  beginning  to 
form  an  eftabliftiment  in  the  Ifland  of  Porto 
Santo,  the  difcovery  of  which  they  had  made  in 
the  preceding  year,  obferved,  for  fever al  days  fuc- 
celTively,  a  fpot  refembling  a  fmall  cloud,  which 
appeared  fixed  in  the  horizon.  They  fteered  for 
this  point,  and  difcovered  the  large  illand,  then 
uninhabited  and  covered  with  wood,  at  this  day 
known  by  the  name  of  Madeira,  or  Woody 
I/Iand,  I  fliall  obferve,  by  the  way,  that  the 
Englifli  pretend  that  the  firft  difcovery  of  this  ifland 
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Was  made  in  1344,  that  is,  nearly  a  century  before 
that  of  the  Portuguefe,  by  a  navigator  of  their 
nation  named  Macham  :  let  us  leave  this  fable,  J 
laid  on  the  fhelf,  with  a  few  others  in  the  Colleâlion 
of  Voyages  by  Richard  Hakluyt  *,  where  it  gra- 
tifies the  vanity  of  the  Englifli,  who  do  not  require 
people  to  beheve  it,  nor  do  they  believe  it  them- 
felves.  But  if  they  did  not  make  the  difcovery  of 
this  ifland  to  which  the  excellence  of  its  wines 
has  given  fome  importance,  it  is  certain  at  leaft 
that  it  is  to  them  a  fort  of  property,  fince  they 
carry  on  the  trade  of  it  almofl  ei^clufively  :  ^nd 
this  advantage,  more  real,  may  indeed  indemnify 
the  Englifh  for  the  lofs  of  the  fteril  honour  of  the 
,  difcovery. 

We  might  be  furprifed  that  neither  Mendana 
nor  Cook,  who  put  into  the  Bay  of  La  Madre 
DE  Dios,  made  the  fame  obfervation  as  Captain 
Marchand,  if  we  did  not  know,  that,  in  the 
feas  fituated  between  the  tropics,  where  the  heat 
is  confiant,  it  is  not  ufual  to  have  a  horizon  fuffi- 
ciently  free  from  vapours,  to  afford  a  poffibility  of 
diflinguifhing  a  fmall  land  from  a  fmall  cloud,  or 
even  to  perceive  it.  Befides,  the  courfes  which 
thefe  two  navigators  fleered,  on  quitting  the  Bay  of 
La  Madre  de  Dios,  Mendana  wefl  by  fouth, 

*  T/je principal  Navigations,  Voyages,  and  Difcoveries  of  the 
Engî'ifh  Nation,  &c.    By  Richard  Hakluyt.     London  1598, 
'  i6co.    Folio.  voL  ii.  part  2.  page  i. 
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and  Cook  fouth-weft,  did  not  put  them  in  a  track 
that  could  lead  them  to  the  difcovery  of  a  land, 
the  bearing  of  which,  in  regard  to  the  port  whence 
they  took  their  departure,  is  weft-north-weft:  and 
north-weft  by  weft. 

The  fight  of  this  new  land  recalls  to  mind  a 
fa£l  mentioned  by  Qutros  in  his  letter  to  Gover- 
nor MoRGA  *  :  he  fays  that  the  inhabitants  of  La 
Madre  de  Dios  having  perceived,  in  the  admiral's 
fhip,  a  negro  whom  they  diftinguiftied  among  the 
Spaniards,  gave  them  to  underftand,  that,  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  Mendoça  Iflands,  there  were 
countries  inhabited  by  men  of  that  fpecies  ;  that 
thefe  negroes  were  their  enemies  ;  that,  in  battle, 
they  made  ufe  of  the  bow  and  arrow  ;  and  that  the 
large  canoes  which  were  feen  in  the  harbour  of 
La  Madre  de  Dios  were  intended  for  invading 
that  nation.     Qutros  adds  that  this  account  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Santa  Christina  appeared 
to  him  to  merit  no  belief  j  and  the  vefTels,  which 
they  call  their  large  canoes,  feemed  to  him  little 
calculated  for  keeping  the  fea,  and  ft  ill  lefs  for  be- 
ing employed  in  long  voyages  and  w^arlike  expedi- 
tions.   The  difficulty  of  reciprocally  underftand- 
ing  each  other  did  not  permit  Quiros  to  procure 
more  ample  information  ;  but  the  reafons  which 
determined  him  to  rejed  as  fabulous  the  account  of 
the  natives  of  Santa  Christina  cannot  appear 

*  Sucejbs  de  /as  ijlas  Phil'ippinas.  Chap.  VI. 
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to  us  dcGifive,  at  this  day  when  we  are  certain 
that  the  natives  of  the  Society  Ifles  communi- 
cate  in  their  canoes  with  iflands  which  are  two  or 
three  hundred  leagues  diflant  from  their  archipe- 
lago. It  is  not,  however,  that,  to  the  fouthward 
of  the  Mendoça  Iflands,  I  think  we  fiiould  ad- 
mit the  exiftence  of  fonie  lands  inhabited  by  ne- 
groes ;  for,  as  yet  there  has  not  been  found  in  the 
iflands  fituated  under  the  meridians  in  the  vicinity 
of  that  of  the  Marquesas  de  Mendoça,  any  in- 
dividual belonging  to  that  race  of  men;  but  I 
obferve  that,  between  the  track  of  Cook,  who, 
in  coming  from  the  eaftward,  followed  parallels 
which  differ  little  from  that  of  the  Marquesas, 
and  Commodore  Byron's  track,  in  1765,  which 
paffes  about  a  hundred  leagues  to  the  fouthward 
of  thofe  iflands,  there  remains  a  fpace  which  is 
not  crofled  by  the  track  of  any  known  navigator  ; 
and  it  may  probably  happen  that,  in  this  extent 
of  fea,  there  may  exift:  fome  iflands  which  have 
not  yet  been  difcovered  ;  but,  admitting  the  pofli- 
bility  of  their  exifl:ence,  I  would  not  alfo  admit  that 
they  are  inhabited  by  negroes;  it  might  happen 
inerely  that  their  inhabitants  were  much  blacker 
than  thofe  of  the  Mendoça  Iflands,  called  white 
men  by  our  voyagers,  and  that  the  Mendoçans 
may  have  been  fl:ruck  with  this  difference  of  colour 
compared  to  theirs,  as  they  mufl:  have  been  with 
that  of  the  Europeans,  even  with  that  of  the  Spa^ 
niards  of  Peru,  who,  although  lefs  white,  in 

general, 
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general,  than  moft  Europeans,  mufi:  be  called 
white  men  by  the  whites  themfelves,  of  the  fpe- 
cies  of  thofe  who  inhabit  the  iflands  of  the  Great 
Ocean. 

On  the  20th  of  June  at  midnight,  Captain  Mar- 
chand fet  fail  from  the  Bay  of  La  Madre  de 
Dios,  and  fteered  according  to  the  bearing  which 
he  had  taken,  and  which  indicated  to  him  the  po- 
fuion  of  a  land  at  no  great  diftance  from  the 
group  of  the  Marquesas  de  Mendoça. 

The  next  morning,  at  break  of  day,  he  had  the 
fatisfaftion  of  difcovering  to  the  north-weft  7°  weft, 
a  high  land,  towards  which  he  crowded  fail,  in 
order  to  reconnoitre  it:  and,  at  half  paft  ten 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  he  was  no  more  than 
four  miles  from  the  moft  fouthern  point  *•  At 
the  fame  moment,  fome  hillocks  which  (hewed 
themfelves  like  iflots,  bore  north  4  or  5°  eaft  5 
but  it  was  prefumed  that  thefe  were  conneûed  to 
each  other  and  to  the  body  of  the  ifland,  by  low 
lands  which  the  diftance  did  not  allow  of  difco* 
vering  :  and,  from  thefe  different  remarks,  our 
voyagers  thought  themfelves  juftified  in  the  opi- 
nion that  the  low  lands  which  they  fuppofed  to  exift, 
and  the  hillocks  which  they  faw,  formed  together 
the  north-eaft  part  of  the  great  land.    The  officers 
of  the  SojLmE,  by  acclamation,  gave  to  the  dif- 
covered  ifland  the  name  of  Ile  Marchand 

*  See  the  chart  of  thefe  iflands,  eonftru6led  by  Captain 
Chdnal,  Plate 'in.  No.  i. 

(Marhand's 
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(Marchand's  Ifland).  To  the  fouthward  of 
the  fuppofed  low  lands,  appeared  a  large  bight, 
which  terminated  at  a  high  and  projeding  point 
of  the  eaft  coaft  of  the  great  land  :  at  a  little  dif- 
tance,  to  the  eaftward  of  this  point,  was  an  iflot 
in  the  form  of  a  fugar-loaf  $  and,  to  the  fouth-fouth- 
\veft  of  the  latter,  a  fmaller  ifland,  which  feemed 
to  be  only  a  rock  :  the  former  was.  named  the 
Peak.  An  ifland  of  middling  height,  level,  and 
clothed  with  verdure,  whofe  circuit  may  be  two 
marine  miles,  lies  fouth-caft  and  north-weft  from 
the  moft  fouthern  point  of  the  eaft  coaft  of  the 
large  ifland  ;  its  form  occafioned  it  to  be  given 
the  name  of  Ile  Plate  (Flat  Ifland)  :  the 
channel  which  feparates  it  from  Marchand's 
Ifland  is  not  above  half  a  league  in  width  ;  and 
it  appeared  to  make  a  part  of  the  large  ifland, 
when  the  fouthern  extremity  of  the  latter  bore 
north-weft  4  or  5°  north  :  they  were  feen  detached 
only  when  Flat  Ifland  bore  north  4  or  5*^>  eaft.  In 
fteering  north-weft,  in  order  to  reconnoitre  more 
clofely  the  fouth-weft  coaft  of  Marchandas 
Ifland,  there  was  diftinguiflied  near  the  fouth 
point,  a  rock  almoft  white,  whofe  form  is  that 
of  an  obeliflc  :  it  received  that  name;  and  the 
point  was  called  Pointe  de  l'Obélisque  (Obe- 
lisk Point).  In  failing  from  this  point  to  the 
moft  weftern  point  that  was  in  fight,  the  coaft,  for 
an  extent  of  two  leagues  and  a  half  or  three 
leagues,  runs  to  the  north-weft  4"  or  5°  north. 
.  About 
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About  half  an  hour  before  noon,  the  fouthern 
extremity  of  Flat  Ifland  bore,  in  one  with  Obe- 
lisk Point,  fouth-eafl:  by  eaft  ;  and,  from  this 
pofition,  Obelisk  Rock  appeared  to  be  detached 
from  Marchand's  Ifland,  and  feparated  from 
the  large  ifland  by  a  very  narrow  channel,  ftrewn 
with  rocks  even  with  the  water's  edge. 

The  fouth-wefl:  part  of  the  great  ifland,  along 
which  the  Solide  ranged  at  the  diilance  of  half 
league,  prefents  fome  fmall  fandy  bays,  on  the 
flvirrs  of  which,  among  plantain  and  bread-fruit 
trees,  cocoa-palms,  and  other  large  trees,  were 
perceived  fome  fcattered  huts,  from  which  the  in- 
habitants iflTued  in  order  to  run  to  the  fhore  and 
contemplate  the  fhip.  The  afped  of  this  ifland, 
in  this  parr,  is  as  agreeable  as  it  is  varied.  Hills, 
the  gentle  flopes  and  the  fummits  of  which  are 
covered  by  lively  verdure  ;  vailles  fliaded  by  di- 
verfified  plantations  ;  feveral  rivulets  which  were 
diilinguiflied  from  the  fliip,  and  which  reflore  to 
the  land,  dried  up  by  the  parching  rays  of  the  fun, 
the  coolnefs  and  humidity  neceflary  for  the  repro- 
duction of  plants  ;  laftly,  a  beautiful  cafcade, 
whofe  foaming  waters  precipitate  themfelves  into 
a  valley  :  all  thefe  objeds,'  united  in  a  fmall  fpace, 
alternately  attraded  and  agreeably  fixed  the  eye. 
Some  high  mountains,  the  fummits  of  which  are 
arid  and  broken,  and  which  mufl  refufe  every 
kind  of  culture,  occupy  the  centre  of  the  ifland  ; 
but  thefe  mountains  ceafe  to  appear  lofty,  when 
6  the 
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the  view  is  directed  to  fome  peaks  of  naked  and 
înaccefïïble  rocks,  whofe  fharp  fpires  feem  to  be» 
long  to  fteeples. 

Cohtinuing  to  range  along  the  weft  coaft  of  the 
,  ifland,  Captain  Marchand  perceived,  at  noon, 
a  fécond  point  in  a  line  with  the  firft,  which,  till 
then,  had  ferved  as  a  point  of  dire^lion.  He 
prefently  difcovered,  between  thefe  two  points  a 
deep  opening,  which  feemed  to  promife  a  fafe  and 
convenient  flielter.  Captain  Masse,  fécond  in 
command  on  board  the  Solide,  was  difpatched 
with  two  officers  and  a  detachment  of  ten  men  to 
reconnoitre  the  anchorage  5  and  the  fhip  flood  ofF 
and  on  abreaft  of  this  bight,  waiting  for  the  boat's 
return*  In  the  mean  time,  a  canoe  with  three 
îiîanders  approached  the  fhip;  one  of  them  ven- 
tured to  afcend  into  the  chains  ;  he  appeared  to 
waver  between  fear  and  confidence  j  Captain  Mar- 
chand made  him  fome  prefents,  which  he  feemed 
to  receive  with  an  air  of  indifference  5  but  he  could 
not  be  prevailed  on  to  come  into  the  fhip  :  on  a 
movement  made  by  the  failots  in  the  execution  of 
a  manœuvre,  his  fright  was  fo  great  that  he  thre\^ 
himfelf  into  his  canoe  and  paddled  away  fromi 
the  veiTel.  In  the  afternoon,  other  canoes  ap- 
proached  the  fhip,  and  two  iflaiiders  came  oh 
board  without  any  hefitation:  they  examined 
every  thing  with  attention,  and  expreffed  their 
furprife  by  fits  of  laughter.  One  of  them  ventured 
to  go  all  oyer  the  fhip,  and  whatever  he  faw  ap« 

pearcd 
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peared  to  pleafe  him.  At  the  fight  of  the  hogs 
and  fowls,  he  gave  them  the  fame  names  by 
which  they  are  called  by  the  natives  of  the  Men- 
D0ÇA  Iflands  ;  but  it  was  thought  that  the  nails^ 
the  knives,  and  the  other  trifles  which  were 
offered  to  him  were  objeéls  abfolutely  new  to  him  ; 
and  thence  it  may  be  conjectured  that  the  two 
groups,  although  Httle  diftant  from  each  other, 
have  no  habitual  communication*  Among  other 
prefents  that  were  made  him,  a  looking-glafs 
in  which  he  faw  his  face,  made  him  burll  into 
laughter.  His  companion  feemed  ftupid  ;  he 
would  never  quit  the  firft  place  where  he  had  fat 
down  on  entering  the  Mp.  Thefe  iflanders  ap- 
peared well-difpofed,  confident,  and  grateful  :  in 
exchange  for  the  prefents  which  had  been  made 
rhem,  they  offered  and  gave  moft  cordially  their 
whole  flock,  which  confifled  of  two  caps  made 
of  cocks'  feathers,  very  dirty,  and  a  fifh-hook  of 
tnother-of-pearl  ;  but  the  gifts  of  friendfhip  are 
not  calculated  ;  fentiment  conflitutes  their  value* 

The  Solide's  boat  returned  at  fix  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon.  It  appeared,  by  Captain  Masse's  re* 
port,  that  the  bight  which  he  had  vifited,  con- 
tains two  coves  j  the  one,  fituated  in  the  northern 
part,  that  is,  at  the  head  of  the  bay;  and  the 
other,  to  the  eaflward,  on  entering  j  but  neither 
appeared  fit  for  receiving  a  fhip.  A  pretty  ri- 
vulet, the  banks  of  which  are  covered  with 
water-creffes,  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  latter  cove, 

where 
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where  are  feen  two  fprings  of  running  water  :  the 
fwell  there  is  fcarcely  perceptible  ;  landing  is  con- 
venient, and  a  boat  might  find  every  facility  in 
providing  herfelf  with  water.  The  houfes  are 
fcattered,  and  intermixed,  as  at  Santa  Christina 
with  agreeable  thickets,  which  defend  them  from 
the  burning  heat  of  the  fun,  and  in  which  were  re- 
cognifed  the  fame  fpecies  of  trees  as  had  been  feen 
m  the  Mendoça  Iflands.  Neither  habitations  nor 
inhabitants  were  perceived  in  the  north  cove  ;  but 
in  that  to  the  eaflward,  for  which  the  boat  fleered, 
about  a  hundred  and  fifty  natives  of  both  fexes 
were  afifembled  on  the  fhore,  and  manifefled  as 
much  eagernefs  as  curiofity.  He  who  appeared 
to  be  the  chief  of  the  diflrid  put  off  in  a  canoe, 
and  came  to  meet  the  flrangers  in  order  to  welcome 
them  ;  he  was  feated  on  a  fort  of  bench  ereâ:ed 
în  the  bow  of  the  canoe.  Some  prefents  were 
made  to  him  ;  and,  in  return,  he  offered  cocoa- 
nuts,  fifh,  and  a  pearKoyfler  fhell,  perfe£lly  po- 
lifhed.  The  flrangers,  on  coming  on  fhore,  were 
received  with  every  demonftration  of  joy  and  good- 
will. 

It  was  not  pofTible  that,  in  a  vifit  and  an  infpec- 
tion  of  a  few  hours.  Captain  Masse  could  acquire 
of  the  country  and  of  the^  fort  of  men  who  inhabit 
ît^  a  knowledge  which  might  fuffice  for  fixing  an 
opinion  concerning  either  the  one  or  the  other  j 
we  can  know  no  more  of  them  than  \yhat  a  rapid 
glance  permitted  him  to  catch.    It  mufl,  however, 
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be  admitted  that  the  man  of  nature,  who  fhews 
himfelf  at  fird  what  he  is,  may  be  better  known  in  a 
fmgle  vifit,  than  would  be,  after  a  long  inter- 
courfe,  the  civilized  man,  who  has  made  for 
himfelf  a  countenance,  a  mafk,  and  whom  civiliz- 
ation has,  by  long  habit,  taught  to  diflemble 
vice,  and  feign  virtue. 

The  natives  of  Marchand's  Ifland  are  of  the 
fame  colour  as  thofe  of   the  Marquesas  de 
Mendoça  -,  and  every  thing  indicates  that  they  are 
of  the  fame  origin  :  their  drefs  is  fmiilar,  that  of 
nature  without  any  addition  ;  but  the  cuftom  of 
imprinting>pn  their  body  various  whimfical  figures, 
is  not  fo  general  as  in  the  iflands  difcovered  by 
Mendan^  ;  a  very  fmall  number  of  them  ap- 
pear   to  be  tattooed  ;  their  ornaments  are  the 
fame  ;  but  of  thefe  they  wear  not  many  ;  among 
them  all  they  pofieffed  only  a  few,  of  which  they 
ftripped  themfelves  to  give  to  the  Grangers  who 
vifited  them  :  their  arms  are  the  fame,  the  lance 
and  the  javelin.    They  appeared  lefs  lively,  lefs 
intelligent  than  the  natives  of  Santa  Christi- 
na :  their  ftature  is  perhaps  as  tall  ;   but  their 
bodies  prefent   not  that   perfect   enfemhle^  thofe 
beautiful  forms  of  the  antique,  which  attrad  ad- 
miration in  the  Mendoçans  ;  neither   have  they 
that  warlike  air  which  befpeaks  a  proud  and  in- 
dependent charadler.     In  thofe  who  had  come 
on  board,  there  was  remarked  lefs  dexterity  in 
managing  their  canoes,  which,  however,  are  of  a 
VOL.  I.  con- 
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conftruQîon  fimilar  to  that  of  the  canoes  of 
Santa  Christina.  In  the  interview  that  took 
place  with  them  on  fhore,  the  French  had  reafon 
to  be  well  fatisfied  with  their  peaceable  and 
friendly  behaviour  :  different,  in  this  refpecl,  from 
all  the  tribes  of  the  Great  Ocean,  they  mani- 
fefted  no  inclination  to  theft  ;  they  did  not  even 
tak(f  the  liberty  of  making  a  requeft,  and  feemed 
to  deny  themfelves  even  a  wifh. 

The  women  of  this  ifland,  as  to  charm  of 
figure,  elegance  of  ftature,  and  other  natural  al- 
lurements, are  by  no  means  inferior  to  _thofe  of 
the  Mendoça  Illands  ;  but  the  fweet  baflifulnefs 
of  innocence  gives  an  additional  attradion  to  their 
beauty  :  decency  reigns  in  their  drefsf^  which  is 
compofed  of  cloth  made  of  the  bark  of  the  morus 
papyri/era,  and  fabricated  with  their  own  hands 
in  the  manner  of  the  Taheitee  cloths,  though 
without  having  their  finenefs.  They  feemed  not 
to  avoid,  but  to  dread  the  prefence  of  the 
flrangers  :  and  although  their  looks  fixed  on  them, 
and  their  outllretched  neck,  revealed  the  impa- 
tience of  curiofity  v/hich  endeavours  to  have  a 
nearer  view  without  approaching,  the  dillance 
which  they  left  between  the  French  and  them- 
felves, proved  their  referve  ;  and  it  might  be  ima- 
gined that  this  diflance  W0uld  never  have  been 
][>aired,  had  not  fome  officious  old  men  gone  and 
taken  by  the  hand  the  youngeft  among  them,  in 
order  to  offer  them  as  a  homage  to  their  guefts, 
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as  we  offer  a  feat  to  him  who  pays  us  a  vifit.  But, 
very  far  from  the  fliamelefTnefs  and  effrontery  of 
the  Mendoça  women,  thofe  who  had  obtained  a 
preference  which  they  feemed  to  dread,  approached 
only  with  repugnance,  and  even  trembling  ;  every 
thing  announced  that  it  was  on  their  part  an 
aâ:  of  fubmiffion  :  like  the  innocent  vi6lim  which 

the  priefi:  drags  to  the  altar  

I  forbear  to  proceed.  Thus,  then,  old  age  confiders 
it  an  honour  to  proflitute  youth  and  graces  !  Thus 
this  euftom,  common  to  fo  many  people,  and  fo 
revoking  in  our  manners,  is  here  regarded  as  a 
duty  fo  important,  fo  facred,  that  the  care  of  its 
a:complifhment  can  be  intrufted  only  to  the  fages 
of  the  nation  !    If  we  pafs,  in  thought,  from  one 
part  of  the  earth  to  another,  we  (hall  difcover,  at 
every  ftep,  that  the  moral  man  offers  to  the  medi- 
tation of  the  philofopher  differences  more  flriking 
than  thofe  which  he  obferves  in  the  phyfical  man  : 
în  the  latter,  the  difference  the  mofl  charaderifed 
is  that  of  the  white,  from  the  black,  of  the  in- 
habitant of  Scandinavia  from  the  negro  of  Sc. 
KEGAL  ;  but  this  tranfition  in  the  fpecies  is  not 
fudden  ;  and  if  we  travel  over  the  known  countries 
of  the  globe,  we  fhall  pafs  from  one  colour  to  an- 
other by  imperceptible  fhades  :  it  is  otherwife  with 
the  moral  man  :  can  there,  for  inftance,  be  found 
intermediate  fhades  between  the  conjugal  fidelity 
knpofed  by  our  manners,  and  the  profliturion 

honoured  among  the  tribes  diffeminated  over  the 

0^2  Great 
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Great  Ocean  ?  There  are  then  virtues  and 
vices,  as  there  is  a  beauty  and  a  deformity,  of 
locality  and  opinion  :  change  latitude,  deformity 
changes  into  beauty  ;  vice  is  changed  into 
virtue  *. 

Captain  Marchand  impofed  on  the  bay  where 
the  French  had  been  fo  amicably  received,  the 
name  of  Baie  du  Bon  Accueil  (Welcome 
Bay). 

The  difcovery  which  he  hadjuft  made  of  a  land 
till  then  unknown,  required  that  he  fliould  navi- 
gate with  prudence  during  the  night,  in  a  fea  which 
no  navigator  had  croffed  ,  befides,  he  intended  to 
reconnoitre  the  north- weft  coaft:  of  Marchandas 
Ifland  ;  and,  in  order  not  to  increafe  his  diftance 
from  it,  he  flood  off  and  on,  with  variable  winds, 
from  eail  to  eaft-north-eaû,  attended  by  frequent 
fqualls. 

On  the  2 2d,  at  dawn  of  day,  he  flood  on  to 
double  the  northern  point  of  Welcome  Bay  :  at 
feven  o'clock,  it  bore  north-eaft  4  or  5°  eaft;  and 
he,  at  the  fame  time,  fet  two  other  points  In  one, 
or  in  a  line  with  each  other,  in  the  fame  diredlion 
as  the  firft.  Continuing  to  ftand  to  the  north-  | 
ward,  he  difcovered,  nearly  in  the  eafl,  beyond 
the  before-mentioned  points,  fummits  oif  land  de-  | 

*  I  do  not  fay  that  it  is  right  that  this  is  fo  ;  but  I  fay  that  j 

faéls  feem  to  prove  that  this  is  :    I  have  not  undertaken  to  I 

paint  men  as  they  ought  to  be,  but  as  they  are  ;  I  am  writing  |! 
liiftory  J)  I  am  not  making  a  Treatife  on  morality, 

8  tached 
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tached  from  each  other,  and  prefenting  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  continuation  of  iflots  :  the  diftance 
did  not  allow  of  diftinguifhing  whether  thefe  fum- 
mits,  which  appeared  to  be  iflots,  were  not  rather 
hillocks,  belonging  to  the  extreme  lands  of  Mar- 
cpiand's  Ifland  ;  but,  from  various  combinations 
of  bearings,    he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
thefe  hillocks  were  the  fame  which,  on  recon- 
noitring the  ifland  on  the  eafl:  fide,  he  had  pre- 
fumed  mult  be  connected  with  each  other  by  low 
lands,  and  form  the  north-eafl  part  of  Mar- 
chandas Ifland  ;  no  land  appeared  to  the  north- 
ward beyond  thefe  outer  fummits.    A  more  parti- 
cular examination  of  this  part  of  the  ifland  would 
have  required  him  to  employ  a  great  deal  of  time 
in  working  to  windward  ;  and  he  thought  him- 
felf  fufliciently  informed  not  to  doubt  that  the 
ifland  was  terminated,   towards  the  eaft,  at  the 
mofl:  remote  fummit  that  was  difcovered  on  that 
fide. 

From  the  moment  when  the  Solide  had  doubled 
the  north  point  of  Welcome  Bay,  the  mofl 
weflern  of  the  wefl:  coafl:.  Captain  Marchand 
clearly  perceived,  at  the  difl:ance  of  about  nine 
leagues,  a  fécond  ifland,  which  prefented  itfelf 
under  an  angle  of  about  1 1",  between  the  north 
half  wefl:,  and  the  north-north-wefl:  half  north. 
At  the  fame  time,  he  thought  he  faw,  at  a  greater 
diflance  to  leeward,  other  lands,  which  bore  wefl 
0^3  ,  and 
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and  weft-fouth-weft  ;  and  this  appearance  varied 
not  during  the  whole  forenoon. 

But  before  he  flood  on  to  reconnoitre  the  land 
which  made  its  appearance  to  the  northward,  he 
wifhed  to  go  on  fliore  on  4:he  north  weft  coaft  of 
Marchandas  Illand,  in  order  to  depofit  there  a 
monument  which  might  confirm  the  difcovery  of 
the  French,  and  their  acl  of  taking  pofTefTion.  The 
boat  was  manned  and  armed  for  carrying  thither 
Captain  Marchand,  who  was  accompanied  by 
Captain  Chanal. 

The  fhip  kept  ftanding  off  and  on  at  a  fmal^ 
diftance  from  the  land.  Her  latitude,  at  noon,  by 
obfervation,  was  9*^21',  and  that  which  was  in- 
dicated by  account  fmce  her  departure  from  La 
Mad^e  de  Dios,  agreed  with  it  perfedly  :  the  lon- 
gitude of  the  fhip,  at  the  fame  period,  deduced 
from  that  which  had  been  determined  in  the  morn- 
ing by  feveral  obfervations  of  diftances  of  the  fun 
and  moon,  was  142°  27'*,  and  that  which  was 
given  by  the  dead  leckoning,  deduced  from  the 
longitude  of  the  harbour  of  La  Madre  de 
Dios,  differed  from  it  only  by  3  minutes  in  excefs. 
This  agreement  between  the  refult  ^f  the  reckon- 
ing, and  that  of  the  obfervation,  proves  that  the 
currents  had  not  a6led  in  any  diredion,  and  that 
thefe  determinations  may  be  employed  for  fixing, 
in  a  fatisfadory  manner,  the  geographical  pofition^ 

*  See  Note  XXXI. 
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of  Marchand's  Ifland  in  regard  to  Las  Mar- 
QTTESAS  DK  Mendoça,  by  making  ufe  pf  the  bear- 
ings taken  in  the  morning  and  at  noon,  the  periods 
of  the-obfervations  which  ferved  to  determine  the 
longitude  and  latitude  of  the  fhip  *. 

It  was  not  till  after  fhe  had  ftruggled  for  feve- 
ral  hours,  by  dint  of  rowing,  againft  a  tolerably 
heavy  fea,  and  againft  ftrong  fqualls  which  came  off 
the  land,  that  the  boat  fucceeded  in  reaching  a 
cove   on  the   north-wefl  coaft,   fituated  to  the 
northward  and  within  a  little  diftance  of  the  north 
point  of  Welcome  Bay,     Captain  Marchand 
and  his  party  went  on  fhore  on  a  platform  of 
rocks,  feparated  from  the  coafl  by  a  fmall  arm  of 
the  fea.    The  natives,  who  had  alfembled  on  the 
Ihore  to  the  number  of  about  two  hundred,  and 
among  whom  were  obferved  feveral  women,  haft- 
ened  to  meet  the  ftrangers,  and  took  them  on 
their  fhoulders,   in  order  to  carry  them  acrofs 
the  channel.    The  vifiters  w^ere  received  as  they 
had  been  in  Welcome  Bay.    The  iflanders  broke 
out  into  the  fame  tranfports  of  joy.    The  chief, 
with  whom  the  French  had  fo  much  reafon  to  be 
well  fatisfied  on  the  preceding  day,  was  at  the  head 
of  the  natives  colleded  at  the  place  where  they 
landed  ;  and,  as  they  perceived  in  this  quarter  no 
habitation,  they  prefumed  that  this  chief  and  thofe 
who  accompanied  him,  inhabit  the  Hurts  of  the 

*  See  the  bearings  in  the  journal  of  the  Roule,  on  the  22dof 
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former  bay  and  the  neighbouring  coves,  whence 
curiofity  had  attracted  them  to  that  where  the 
French  now  were.  This  latter  bay,  deftitute  of 
verdure,  exhibits,  throughout,  only  a  barren  foil, 
which  could  not  invite  the  natives  to  fix  here  their 
abode  :  it  would,  however,  furnifh  wood  for  fuel  j 
and  hefe  was  remarked  a  fmall  rivulet  or  ra- 
vine, which  might,  efpecially  in  a  rainy  feafon, 
be  fufficient  for  the  fupply  of  a  fliip,  if  a  heavy 
fwell  which  breaks  on  the  large  ftones  that  Ikirt  the 
beach,  did  not  render  landing  impracticable  for 
long-boats.  As  far  as  an  opinion  could  be  formed 
of  it  by  the  eye,  all  this  north-weft  fide  of  the 
îfland,  ahhough  well-wooded,  is  not  fo  fertile  as  the 
fouth-weft  coaft  ;  the  declivity  of  the  hills  is  more 
rugged,  and  its  afped  is  lefs  agreeable. 

The  natives  crowded  round  the  ftrangers,  but 
without  confufion,  without  being  importunate, 
without  making  themfelves  troublefome  ;  they 
feemed  to  have  no  other  obje6l  than  to  obtain  a 
nearer  view  of  them.  Captain  Marchand  and  his 
party  diftributed  to  them  various  trifles,  fuch  as 
nails,  looking-glafTes,  knives,  fifh-hooks,  and  co- 
loured glafs-beads  :  and  it  is  needlefs  to  mention 
that,  in  the  diftribution  of  the  prefents,  the  modeft 
virgins  were  not  forgotten.  They  received  in  ex- 
change, from  thefe  inoffenfive  iflanders,  and  from 
their  chief  in  particular,  a  lance,  a  dart  or  javelin, 
two  fans  made  of  feathers,  and  two  large  pearls 
oyfter  fliells, 

Since 
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Since  navigation  has  made  known,  to  Europeans, 
parts  of  the  terreftrial  globe  of  which  the  ancients 
did  not  fufpe6t  the  exiftence,  they  have  perfuaded 
themfelves  that  the  whole  world  belongs  to  them  ; 
and  that  the  lands  which  they  happen  to  difcover, 
are  portions  of  their  univerfal  domain  which  Na- 
ture was  to  blame  to  alienate,  and  which  ought 
to  return  under  their  domination  :  too  happy  ftill 
are  the  primitive  pofTeiTors  of  the  difcovered 
countries,  if  the  ufurper,  in  order  to  eftabhOi  the 
rights  of  fover^ignty,  has  not  recourfe  to  that 
thundering  weapon,  invented  in  our  Europe,  with 
which  the  ancients  were  fo  fortunate  as  not  to 
be  acquainted,  and  which,  in  the  fpace  of  a  cen- 
tury, fo  fhort  when  it  is  compared  to  the  duration 
of  the  world,  has  deftroyed,  or  fubmitted  to  a  few 
men,  half  of  the  human  fpecies.  Captain  Mar- 
chand, following  the  example  of  his  numerous 
redeceffors,  thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to  take 
olTeflion,  in  the  name  of  the  French  nation,  of 
he  ifland  of  which  he  had  recently  made  the  dif- 
covery,  a  pofTeffion  which  involved  as  a  right,  ac. 
cording  to  the  received  opinion,  that  of  the  other 
iflands  which  he  might  difcover  in  the  fame  qoar. 
ter.  This  ceremony,  which  would  be  only  ridicu- 
lous from  its  inutihty,  if  it  v/ere  not  contrary  to 
the  law  of  nature  and  of  nations,  was  performed 
by  faftening  with  four  nails,  againO:  the  trunk  of  a 
large  tree,  an  infcription  containing  the  name  of 
the  fliip  and  of  the  captain,  and  the  aâ:  of  taking 

•pofTefliou 
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poffeffion  of  the  ifland  by  the  French  «  The  natives 
who  obferved  with  the  attention  of  curiofity,  all 
that  was  doing  by  the  flrangers,  the  objeâ:  of 
their  admiration,  certainly  did  not  fufpe£l  that  the 
latter  were  folemnîy  taking  poflelTion  of  the  land 
where  the  bones  of  their  forefathers  repofed,  and 
were  giving  them  a  mailer  in  a  hemifphere  which 
neither  they  nor  their  anceftors  ever  heard  of. 
Bat  though  the  peaceable  difpofition  of  thefe 
ifîanders  might  alTord  the  hope  that  they  would 
refpeâ;  this  monunient3  which,  however,  was  to 
lafl  no  longer  than  till  the  ruii:  fliould  confume 
the  nails,  or  time  or  men  throw  down  the  obe- 
liflv,  it  was  thought  that  prudence  commanded, 
for  greater  fafety,  and  ad perpetiiam  rel  memoriam^ 
the  infcription  to  be  written  on  three  flieets  of 
paper,  which  were  rolled  up  feparately  and  put 
into  three  glafs  bottles,  corked  and  feaied  :  one 
was  depofited  in  the  hands  of  the  venerable  chief  of 
the  diftrid  ;  the  fécond  was  delivered  to  a  man  of 
a  certain  age;  and  the  third  v/as  intruded  to  the 
cuRody  of  a  young  girl  :  three  generations  fcarcely 
feemed  fufficient  to  anfwer  for  fo  valuable  a  depofit. 
Of  all  the  pi*efents  that  were  made  to  tlie  inhabit- 
ants of  the  country  which  had  juft  been  united  to 
France,  the  bottles  were  thofe  which  they  received 
with  mod  pleafure,  and  to  which,  wdthout  fuf- 
pe6ling  that  they  contained  the  acl  of  their  union  to 
an  empire  of  Europe,  they  appeared  to  attach 
the  greateft  value.    From  this  difpofition  on  their 
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fide,  no  doubt  was  entertained  of  their  preferving 
them  carefully,  and  their  vifiters  were  convinced 
that  a  conqueft  in  bottles  is  fecure  againft  every 
event.  Would  it  not  be  fuppofed  that  the  French 
wifiied  to  have  it  underftood  by  all  the  navigators 
who  thus  conquered  the  world  pft-haftey  that  an 
act  of  taking  poffefîîon,  if  performed  in  the  ftyle  of 

theirs,  has  all  the  fragihty  of  the  glafs  which  is  to 
'  proted  its  title  from  the  injury  of  ages  ? 

As  foon  as  this  awful  ceremony  was  concluded, 
the  north-weft  bay  of  Marchand's  Ifland  was 
proclaimed  La  Baie  de  Possession  (Possession 
Bay),  without  any  oppofition  or  remonftrance  on 
the  part  of  the  ancient  proprietors;  and  their 
filence  muft,  forfooth,  be  interpreted  as  a  tacit 
affent. 

The  aftonifhment  of  the  natives  of  this  ifland  at 
the  fight  of  Europeans  and  European  commodi- 
ties, their  ignorance  of  traffic,  their  limplicity,  their 
confidence — every  thing  feems  to  indicate  that  the 
French  are  the  hrft  navigators  who  have  let  their 
foot  on  this  land.     The  mild,  peaceable,  and 
friendly  difpofition  which  thefe  kind  iflanders  ma« 
nifefted, they  owe  wholly  to  nature;  for  they  were 
not  aware  with  what  ftrength  thofe  men,  whofe 
fpecies  and  power  were  till  then  unknown  to  them, 
came  armed  \  and  the  marks  of  good-will  and 
friendlhip  of  which  they  were  fo  lavifh  towards  a 
handful  of  ftrangers,  who  could  not  have  appeared 
to  them  formidable,  cannot  be  attributed  to  a  fen- 

timent 
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timent  of  fear,  with  which  no  a6l  on  the  part  of 
the  French  either  could  or  ought  to  have  infpired 
them  :  for  our  voyagers  did  not  even  indulge 
themfelves,  either  in  Welcome  Bay  or  Pos- 
session Bay,  in  firing  a  fingle  (hot  at  any  fea- 
bird  ;  they  were  apprehenfive  that  the  report  of  a 
fire-arm  would  fpre?d  terror  among  fimple  and 
inofFenfive  men  to  whom  they  owed  gratitude. 
Thefe  worthy  people  are  yet  ignorant  of  the 
effect  of  European  arms  :  and  may  they  never 
know  it  !  Marchand's  Ifland  will  then  be  reckon- 
ed in  the  too  fmall  number  of  the  iflands  of  the 
Great  Ocean,  the  difcovery  of  which  has  not 
been  polluted  by  the  efFufion  of  human  blood. 

If  two  vifits  of  a  few  hours  can  fuffice  for  form- 
ing a  general  idea  of  a  people  in  a  (late  of  na- 
ture, they  are  not  fufficient  for  afcertaining  in 
detail  the  produdions  of  the  foil  ;  and  our  voyagers 
merely  difcovered  from  the  beach,  without  pene- 
trating into  the  interior  of  the  country,  that  the 
trees  which  grow  on  Marchand's  Ifland  are,  in 
general j  of  the  fame  fpecies  as  thofe  which  are  met 
with  in  the  Ifland  of  Santa  Christina  of  the 
Marquesas  de  Mendoça.  As  they  did  not  vifit 
the  habitations,  they  had  no  opportunity  of  learn- 
ing whether  the  newly. difcovered  ifland  afford 
hogs  and  fowls  j  but  they  are  juflified  in  this 
fuppofition,  fince  the  natives  who  came  on  board 
the  Solide,  on  her  firfl  appearance  off  the  ifland, 
and  there  faw  feme  çf  thefe  animals,  knew  them 

immedi- 
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immediately,  and  called  them  by  the  fame  names 
as  were  given  them  by  the  natives  of  Santa 
Christina  :  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  they 
have  hens  at  leafl:  ;  for  the  caps,  of  which  they 
made  a  prefent  to  the  French,  were  compofed  of 
cocks'  feathers  ;  and  where  cocks  are,  we  muil 
fuppofe  that  there  are  hens. 

All  that  Captain  Chan  a  l  could  do  in  the 
little  time  which  he  pafîed  in  Possession  Bay, 
was  to  examine  the  foil  of  the  ifland  in  a  mafs.  He 
obferved  that  the  rocks  with  which  this  bay  is 
Ikirted,  and  thofe  which  projecl  to  form  its  points, 
differ  materially  from  the  rocks  of  the  Bay  of  La 
Madre  de  Dios  of  Santa  Christina,  which, 
from  the  examination  made  of  them  by  George 
FoRSTER,  "  contain  volcanic  productions,  or  dif- 

ferent  kinds  of  lava,  fome  of  which  are  full 
"  of  white  and  greenifii  fheils  The  flone 
of  which  the  rocks  of  Possession  Bay  are 
formed,  is  gray,  of  the  fame  quality  as  that  of 
mod  of  the  quarries  in  France,  and  appears  not 
to  have  undergone  any  alteration.  In  fome 
places,  are  to  be  diftinguilhed  parallel  ftrata,  in- 
clined to  the  horizon  ;  and,  in  others,  the  ftrata 
are  horizontal  :  the  peaks,  like  fpires  of  fteeples 
overlooking  the  high  mountains  of  the  ifland,  ap- 
pear to  be  of  the  fame  fubllance,  and  have  the  fame 
colour,  as  the  rocks  of  which  the  coafts  are  com- 

*  George  For/ier^s  Voyage,  vol.  n.  page  26. 
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pofed  ;  no  trace  of  fire,  no  fign  of  the  effed  of  a 
volcano,  is  to  be  difcovered  :  thefe  maffes  of  recks 
accumulated,  and  inclined  under  different  angles, 
would  feem  rather  to  indicate  that  this  ifland  either 
belonged  to  a  large  land,  the  lower  parts  of  which 
have  been  fwallowed  up  in  the  waters,  or  that 
fome  violent  fhocks,  which  it  has  experienced  in 
an  earthquake,  have  weighed  down  the  foil,  ard 
occafioned  the  falling  and  crumbling  of  the  rocks 
of  which  its  borders  are  formed.  Thefe  fpiraF 
peaks  which  overlook  the  mountains,  remind  us 
of  the  defcription,  given  by  George  Forster, 
of  the  call  part  of  the  Ifland  of  La  Dominica  of 
the  Marquesas  de  Mendoça  *.  Marchanb's 
Ifland  is  not  fufîiciently  dillant  from  the  former, 
for  us  not  to  be  juftified  in  fuppofing  that  they 
both  ov/e  their  oiigin  to  the  fame  convulfion  of  Na* 
ture  ;  with  this  difference  however,  that  the  îfland 
of  Santa  Christina,  the  quality  of  whofe  foil 
there  has  been  an  opportunity  of  examining,  and 
probably  too  the  other  iflands  of  the  group  of 
the  Marquesas  de  Mendoça  which  have  not 
been  vifited,  prefei  ve  proofs  of  the  adlion  of  fire  ; 
whereas  Marchandas  Ifland,  in  the  part  which 
was  examined,  prefented  no  volcanic  produdion  ; 
yet  it  is  doubtful  whether,  on  penetrating  into  the 
interior  of  the  ifland,  there  would  not  have  been 

*  See  page  149  of  this  Volume. 
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difcovered  fome  indications  of  the  ravages  of  an 
ancient  volcano. 

When  the  boat  had  returned  on  board,  and  was 
hoifted  in,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
Captain  Marchand  ftood  to  the  northward,  in 
order  to  reconnoitre  the  new  land  which  had  been 
difcovered  in  that  diredion.  The  point  that  ap- 
peared the  mofl  wefterly,  a  little  tiîP^e  before  fun- 
fet,  bore  north  6  or  7°  wefl  at  the  diflance  of 
four  leagues  ;  and,  at  the  fame  inflant,  Mar- 
chandas Illand  bore  from  fouth-fouth»eafl  to 
fouth-eafl  half  eafl.  The  colour  of  the  water 
having  appeared  to  change  on  a  fudden,  he  tried 
for  foundings,  but  a  line  of  ninety  fathoms  did 
not  reach  the  bottom.  He  then  flood  to  the 
fouthward,  and  plied  to  windward  during  the 
night.  The  wind  was  variable  ;  and  fome  hard 
fqualls  which  obliged  him  to  reduce  his  fail,  occa- 
fioned  the  fliip  to  make  a  rather  confiderable  drift 
to  theweftward;  this  accident  prevented  him 
from  being,  the  next  day,  able  to  get  far  enough 
to  windward  to  reconnoitre  the  new  land  as  clofely 
as  he  had  intended. 

At  day-break,  the  part  which  appeared  to  termi- 
nate to  the  weft  ward  the  fouth  coaft  of  this  land 
bore  north-north-eaft  half  eaft.  If,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  eye  was  direded  to  leeward,  appearances 
of  other  lands  were  there  to  be  feen;  but  the 
clouds  which  were  heaped  up  on  the  horizon 
might  induce  the  fear  of  an  illufion,  and  we  do 

not 
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not  take  upon  us  to  affirm  that  thefe  are  real 
lands  :  it  was  remarked,  however,  that  they  were 
fituated  in  the  fame  quarter  where,  the  day  before. 
Captain  Marchand  had  perceived  the  fame  ap- 
pearances, which  had  been  invariable  during  the 
whole  forenoon,  and  to  which,  for  the  remainder 
of  the  day,  no  particular  attention  h^d  been  paid  ; 
becaufe  he  and  his  officers  had  been  occupied  by 
the  viQt  and  the  ad  of  taking  pofTeffion  of  Mar- 
c  hand's  Ifland. 

He  crowded  fail  to  get  to  the  northward.  There 
were  feen  a  great  number  of  different  birds,  fuch 
as  boobies,  terns,  man-of-war  birds,  tropic-birds, 
and  fome  large  red-winged  flying-fifhes  :  thefe  laft 
differed  from  thofe  which  had  been  feen  to  the 
eaflward  of  the  Mendoça  Illands,  by  their  having 
only  two  wings  inftead  of  four.  There  were 
caught  with  hook  and  line  feveral  large  bonitoes, 
which  were  a  regale  to  the  (hip's  company. 

At  half  pad  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  our 
navigators  plainly  diftinguifhed  the  extremities  of 
the  new  land,  which  extended  from  north-eaft  half 
eaft  to  eaft  :  the  diftance  of  each  of  the  extreme 
points  was  fix  or  feven  leagues  ;  but  they  were 
only  four  from  the  part  of  the  coaft  which 
was  neareft  to  the  fhip.  The  fummit  of  the 
ifland  is  Hat,  and,  although  it  is  high,  the  ground 
rifes  with  a  gentle  and  regular  flope,  from  the  fea- 
fiiore  to  this  fummit  :  they  faw  no  break,  no 
mountain  terminated  in  a  peak.    They  judged 

that 
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that  this  ifland  muft  be  fertile,  and  afford  an 
agreeable  abode;  they  did  not  approach  it  fuffi- 
ciently  to  know  whether  it  be  peopled  ;  but  every 
thing  announces  that  it  muft  be  fo.  Captain  Mar- 
CHAND  called  it  Isle  Baux  (Baux's  Ifland) 
from  the  name  of  the  Solide's  owners. 

This  ifland  was  too  far  to  windward  to  afford 
him  the  hope  of  reaching  it  ;  and  not  wifliing  to 
lofe  valuable  time  in  an  examination  which  could 
only  have  gratified  curiofity,  without  promifmg 
any  advantage,  he  ftood  on  to  the  north-weft  by 
weft.  In  fteering  this  courfe,  Captain  Mar- 
chand's  objed:  was  both  to  reconnoitre  another 
land  lefs  confiderable,  which  prefented  itfelf  be- 
tween the  north-weft  by  north  and  north-north- 
weft,  and  to  obtain,  before  night,  fearoom  fuffi- 
cient  to  be  able  to  ply  to  windward  with  fafety,  in 
cafe  he  fhould,  in  getting  to  the  northward,  make 
the  difcovery  of  fome  new  land  in  that  di- 
reûion. 

The  horizon  between  the  fouth  and  the  weft 
conftantly  remained  vapourous,  and  charged  with 
heaps  of  clouds,"  as  is  ufually  feen  over  the  iflands 
fuuated  between  the  tropics  :  feveral  of  the  people 
even  thought  that  they  diftinguifhed  land.  But 
Captain  Marchand  was  in  hafte  to  repair  to  the 
NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  AMERICA  I  the  feafou  was 
advancing,  and  it  was  not  rational  to  engage  in 
difcoveries,  which,  by  carrying  the  fliip  to  leeward 
of  her  courfe,  were  likely  to  lengthen  her  voyage 
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coiifiderably  :  this  would  have  been  expodng,  by 
delay,  the  fuccefs  of  an  expedition  of  which  the 
fur-trade  was  the  fole  objed;  and  it  could  not  be 
expeded  that  Captain  Marchand  Ihould  facrifice 
to  views  of  general,  but  doubtful,  utility,  interefts 
more  dire£l,  which  the  confidence  of  his  owners 
had  intrufled  to  his  zeal  and  prudence.  It  is  for 
governments  to  order  voyages  of  difcovery,  and 
to  fupport  the  expenfe  of  them  ;  and  the  navi- 
gator, employed  by  merchants,  who,  on  his  route, 
has  occupied  himfelf  in  adding  to  our  knowledge 
by  his  refearches,  has  deferved  well  of  all  the 
nations  which  fhare  the  empire  of  the  Ocean. 

In  fleering  for  the  new  land  which  he  had  dif- 
covered,  when  he  terminated  his  examination  of 
Baux's  Ifland,  Captain  Marchand  foon  found 
that  it  was  a  fmall  ifland  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  he 
perceived  another,  of  no  gteat  elevation,  and  not 
far  diftant  from  the  former.  He  fhaped  his  courfe 
to  pafs  to  leeward  of  thefe  two  lands  ;  but  he  re- 
gulated it  fo  as  to  run  as  clofe  to  them  as  prudence 
would  allow. 

At  noon,  Baux's  Ifland,  the  neareft  point  of 
which  might  be  at  the  difl:ance  of  fix  leagues  and 
a  half,  bore  from  eafl:  6^  north  to  eafl:-fouth-eafl:  2" 
fouth  ;  and  the  two  newly-difcovered  iflots,  for 
which  the  Solide  was  ileering,  bore  from  north- 
wefl:  7°  north  to  north-north-wefl:  6°  weft,  at  the 
diftance  of  three  or  four  leagues.  At  the  fame 
moment,  the  latitude  of  the  fliip,  by  obfervation, 
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was  8°  50'  ;  and  her  longitude,  on  reducing  her 
progrefs  to  the  weftward,  indicated  by  the  dead 
reckoning,  to  the  longitude  determined  the  day  ber 
fore  by  obfervations  of  the  moon's  diftance  from  the 
fun,  was  142"  43'  ;  but,  on  correfting  the  pro- 
grefs by  account  towards  the  weft,  according  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  effeâ:  of  the  currents  which  had 
been  acquired  by  the  comparifon  and  combination 
of  different  bearings.  Captain  Marchand  carried 
the  longitude  to  142''  46'. 

At  three  quarters  paft  one  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, the  Solide  had  arrived  within  the  diftance 
of  a  quarter  of  a  league  to  leeward  of  the  moft 
weftern  of  the  two  iflots  which  it  was  intended  to 
reconnoitre  :  the  fouthern  extremity  of  the  latter 
bore,  in  one  with  the  middle  of  the  moft  eaftern, 
eaft  1°  north  ;  and  a  little  time  after,  the  middle  of 
the  former,  in  one  with  the  middle  of  Baux's 
Illand,  eaft-fouth-eaft  i"  eaft.  Thefe  two  iflots 
are  feparated  from  each  other  by  a  channel  a  mile 
wide  :  that  to  the  weftward  is  the  larger  :  it  is 
fufEciently  elevated  to  be  perceived  at  feven  or 
eight  leagues'  diftance;  and  it  is  clothed  with 
mofs  in  fome  parts  :  that  to  the  eaft  ward  is  fmall 
and  low,  and  covered  with  the  dung  of  birds  ; 
from  its  eaft  point  runs  a  reef,  which  ftretches 
to  the  fouth-eaft  ;  a  great  number  of  birds  of  dif- 
ferent fpecies  were  fluttering  round  thefe  two  iflots, 
which  Captain  Marchand  named  Les  Deux 
Frères  (The  Two  Brothers). 

R  2  Duriiiff 
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-  During  the  whole  afternoon  of  this  day,  our 
navigators  ceafed  not  to  perceive  to  leeward  the 
appearance  of  an  extenfive  land  which  lay  to  the 
weft-fouth-weft  :  and  as  this  appearance  was  kept 
up  for  two  days,  we  can  fcarcely  refrain  from  be- 
lieving that  there  exifts  in  this  quarter  fome  land 
which  has  not  yet  been  difcovered. 

After  he  had  rounded  and  weathered  The  Two 
Brothers  to  the  wedward.  Captain  Marchand 
fleered  to  the  north-north-weft,  when,  at  half  paft 
five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  he  difcovered  a  new 
land,  bearing  from  north  by  eaft  5  or  6°  eaft,  to 
north-eafl  1°  north  ;  and,  with  a  view  of  recon- 
noitring it  better,  he  hauled  clofe  on  a  wind  :  but, 
as  he  thought  he  likewife  faw  fome  other  lands  to 
leeward  of  this,  and  as,  with  that  idea,  it  was  not 
prudent  to  continue  {landing  to  the  northward 
during  the  night,  he  waited  for  day-light,  making 
fliort  trips  in  the  fpace  of  fea  over  which  he  had 
failed  before  fun-fet. 

On  the  24th,  in  the  morning,  the  new  land, 
which  had  been  difcovered  the  day  before,  was 
again  diftinguifhed  ;  and,  while  it  bore  from 
north-north-eafl:  i*^  north,  to  north-eafl  by  north 
2""  eaft,  a  fécond  land  was  difcovered  to  the 
north-eaft  2  or  f  north,  and  at  the  diflance  of 
about  twelve  leagues.  Captain  Marchand  gave 
to  the  former  the  name  of  Ile  Masse  (Masse's 
Ifland),  and  to  the  latter  that  of  Ile  Chanal 
(Chanal's  Ifland )  :  the  two  officers  employed 
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on  board  the  fliip  as  fécond  captains,  who  had,  with 
equal  intelligence  and  zeal,  feconded  the  labours 
of  the  commander,  in  the  difcovery  of  a  new 
archipelago,  undoubtedly  deferved  that  their  names 
fhould  be  attached  to  two  of  the  illands  of  which  it 
is  compofed. 

At  a  quarter  pad  feven,  at  half  paft  eight,  and 
at  three  quarters  pad  ten  o'clock,  bearings  were 
taken  of  Masse's  and  Ghana l's  Iflands  :  at  the 
firft,  Chanal's  Ifland,  in  one  with  the  fouth  ex- 
tremity of  Masse's,  bore  north-eaft  5  or  6°  eaft  : 
by  the  fécond,  Masse's  Ifland  bore  from  eafl-north- 
eaft  5°  30' eaft  of  north-eaft  by  eaft,  the  part  of 
Masse's  Ifland  the  neareft  to  the  fhip  being  dif- 
tant  five  leagues  :  and,  in  this  fituation,  Masse's 
Ifland  concealed  from  view  Chanal's  Ifland,  the 
northern  extremity  of  which  began  to  be  difco- 
vered  by  the  north  fliore  of  the  former  :  laftly,  by 
the  third,  Masse's  Ifland  bore  from  eaft  by  north 
to  eaft  by  fouth,  at  the  diftance  of  five  leagues; 
^nd  Chanal's  Ifland,  from  eaft-north-eaft  1*=» 
eaft  to  eaft  by  north.  At  the  time  of  the  laft 
bearing,  Captain  Marchand  and  Captain  Cha- 
>j AL  took  feparately  two  fets  of  obfervations  of  the 
moon's  diftance  from  the  fun,  the  refult  of  which, 
by  a  mean  between  them  all,  gave  143®  8'  of  weft 
longitude,  for  the  place  at  which  the  Mp  was  ar- 
rived. The  dead  reckoning  deduced  from  the  po- 
fition  which  had  been  fixed  from  the  obfervations 
made,  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  off  Mar- 
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chand's  Ifland,  had  given  a  longitude  which 
differs  from  that  obferved  on  the  24th5  only  by 
an  excefs  of  one  minute  :  therefore  we  are  juOified 
in  cof)cluding  that  the  pofitions  of  Masse's  and 
Chanal's  Iflands,  in  regard  to  Marchandas 
Ifland,  as  well  as  their  abfolute  longitude,  may, 
from  the  obfervations  of  the  2  2d  and  24th,  be  deter, 
miped  with  fufEcient  corrednefs.  The  latitude  ob- 
ferved on  this  latter  day,  at  noon,  was  7°  54'  ;  and 
it  was  difcovered  that,  in  the  twenty-four  hours^ 
the  currents  had  carried  the  (hip  10^  to  the 
north-ward.  By  reducing  the  longitude  obferved 
in  the  morning,  to  the  pofition  of  the  fliip  at 
noon,  it  will  be  found  that,  at  that  moment,  flie 
muft  have  been  in  43°  10'  weft  from  Paris, 

Here  terminates  the  difcovery  of  Captain  Mar» 
CHAND.  The  group  on  which  he  impofed  thç 
name  of  Iles  de  la  Révolution  (Revolution 
Iflands),  compofed  of  Marchandas  Ifland  with 
the  circumjacent  iflots,  Baux's  large  Ifland,  the 
iflots  The  Two  Brothers,  and  Masse's  and 
Chanal's  Iflands,  ought  to  be  united  to  the  group 
of  Las  Marquesas  de  Mendoça,  in  order  to 
form,  in  the  geographical  fyftem  of  the  globe, 
but  one  fame  archipelago  compofed  of  ten  princi- 
pal iflands  that  may  be  confidered  as  being  the  fum- 
mits  of  a  chain  of  fubaqueous  mountains,  which 
occupies  about  fixty  leagues  in  extent  on  a  fouth- 
caft  and  north-weft  line.  It  has  been  feen,  in  fa6l, 
that,  in  clear  weather,  Marçhand's  Ifland  may  be 
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difcerned  from  the  harbour  of  La  Mad  re  de 
Dios  of  the  ifland  of  Santa  Christina  ;  and 
its  fouth-weft  point,  or  Obelisk  Point,  is  diflant 
from  the  latter  ifland  only  nineteen  leagues  to 
the  north-wefl:  by  weft  1°  weft  :  it  is  ftill  nearer 
to  La  Dominica,  from  which  it  is  diftant  no  more 
than  fixteen  leagues  to  the  weft-north-weft  ;  and  it 
is  fituated  in  the  parallel,  and  at  nineteen  leagues' 
diftance  from  the  fmall  ifland,  called  Hood's  Ifland, 
the  moft  northern  of  the  group  of  the  Marquesas 
DE  Mendoça.  The  group  of  the  Revolution 
Iflands  occupies  i<>  42'  in  latitude,  and  44'  only 
in  longitude  ;  and  by  uniting  it  to  that  of  the 
Mendoça  Iflands,  it  will  form  an  archipelago, 
which  will  occupy  2^  40'  in  latitude,  and  1°  47'  in 
longitude*. 

If  we  wifli  to  employ  the  refults  of  the  obferva- 
îîons  of  latitude  and  longitude,  taken  in  fight  of 
the  iflands  difcovered  by  Captain  Marchand; 
the  different  bearings  of  the  lands  compared  with 
each  other  ;  the  diftance  run  according  to  the  Jour- 
nal of  the  Route^  and  correded  according  toi  the 

*  It  will  be  feen,  hereafter,  that  the  north  coaft  of  Cha^ 
naPs  Tfland,  the  moft  northern  of  the  Revolution  group,  is  fitu- 
ated in  latitifde  7'  48'  :  Cook  places  the  middle  of  La  Mada.. 
lena,  the  moft  fouthern  of  the  Mendoça  Iflands,  in  lo*'  25', 
which  gives  lo'^  28'  for  its  fouth  coaft.  The  longitude  of  the 
middle  of  MoJJ'c''-^  Ifland,  the  moft  weftern  of  the  former  group, 
is  142^'  50'  ;  and  its  weft  coaft  will  be  in  142  "  53'  :  the  mid- 
dle of  La  Madalena,  the  moft  eaftern  of  the  latter  grpup,  is 
in  141 9'  15",  and  its  caft  coaft,  in  141  «  6'.  > 

R  4  obfervations  ; 


248  marchand's  voyage.      [Jane  1791, 

obfervations  ;  the  diftances  eftimated  by  the  eye, 
at  the  moment  of  takmg  each  bearing  ;  laflly,  all 
the  nautical  details  mentioned  in  the  journal  of 
Captain  Chanal  ;  we  may  fix,  with  fufficient  ac- 
curacy for  the  fafety  of  navigation,  the  geographi- 
cal pofitions,  both  abfolute  and  relative,  of  the  five 
iflands  of  the  group,  as  well  as  their  refpedive  ex- 
tent. The  employment  of  thefe  data  combined  with 
each  other  has  led  me  to  the  following  refults  : 

Marchandas  Ifland  may  be  four  or  five  leagues 
in  length  on  a  north-eaft  and  fouth-weft  line,  fup- 
pofing  that  the  little  hills  which  were  perceived  in 
its  north-eaft  quarter,  as  well  on  the  eaft  as  the 
weft  fide,  are  connected  by  low  lands  to  the  body 
oftheiiland:  its  greateft  breadth,  which  is  in  the 
fouthern  part,  is  three  leagues  ;  but  its  configura- 
tion is  fuch  that  its  breadth  varies  confiderably  i  it 
is  eftimated  that  its  circuit  muft  be  ten  or  eleven 
leagues.  The  middle  of  the  ifland  is  fituated  in 
2i'  fouth  latitude,  and  142°  19'  weft  longitude. 
The  latitude  of  Welcome  Bay  is  9' 22'.  Mar^ 
chand's  Ifland  may  be  difcerned  at  the  diftance 
of  twenty  leagues,  when  the  horizon  is  neither 
vapourous,  nor  charged  with  clouds  ;  a  circum- 
itance  rather  uncommon  in  the  feas  fituated  be«» 
tween  the  tropics. 

The  circuit  of  Baux's  Ifland  is  about  fifteen 
leagues,  as  far  as  an  opinion  could  be  formed  from 
the  extent  of  its  fouthern  and  weftern  coafts  ;  for 
it  was  not  pofTible  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the 
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windward  fide  of  theifland,  which  faces  the  north- 
eaft.  Its  moft  northern  point,  that  to  the  north- 
weft,  from  the  bearing  taken  on  the  2  2d  at  noon, 
is  in  latitude  8^  48'  ;  and  the  longitude  of  this 
fame  point,  according  to  the  bearing  obferved  in 
regard  to  the  moft  weftern  point  of  Marchandas 
Ifland,  is  in  142''  31'.  The  middle  of  the  ifland 
may  be  placed  in  latitude  8°  54',  and  longitude 
142°  25'. 

The  iflots  The  Two  Brothers  lie  from  each 
other,  eaft  and  weft.  In  fubjedingthe  weftern  iflot 
to  the  pofition  of  the  north- weft  point  of  Baux's 
.  Ifland,  it  was  found  that  its  middle  bore,  in  regard 
to  that  point,  weft  by  north,  at  the  diftance  of  ten 
or  eleven  leagues  :  therefore  its  latitude  muft  be 
8**  42',  and  its  longitude  142°  55'. 

The  obfervations  for  the  longitude,  made  on  the 
morning  of  the  24th,  and  thofe  made  at  noon  of 
the  fame  day  for  the  latitude  *,  reduced  to 
Masse's  Ifland  by  a  bearing  and  a  diftance  efti- 
mated  by  the  eye,  place  the  middle  of  that  ifland 
in  latitude  8%  or  8°  i',  and  longitude  142°  50': 
'ts  bearing,  in  regard  to  the  north-weft  point  of 
Baux's  Ifland,  is  north-north-weft  2°  north,  at 
the  diftance  of  fixteen  leagues  ;  and  in  regard  to 
The  Two  Brothers,  north  half  eaft. 

On  the  24th  at  noon,  the  fouthern  extremity  of 
Ch  anal's  Ifland  bore  dire6lly  weft,  at  the  mo- 

*  See  Note  XXXII,  and  the  Journal  of  t/je  Roule  on  the  24th 
June. 
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ment  when  the  obferved  latitude  of  the  fhip  was 
7°  54'  :  it  occupies  about  6'  from  north  to  fouth  ; 
therefore  its  middle  maybe  in  latitude  7°  51',  and 
its  longitude  is  142°  35':  it  lies  to  the  north-eafi: 
by  eafl:  2°  eaft,  at  the  diftance  of  four  or  five  leagues 
from  Masse's  Ifland. 

The  bearings  of  thefe  two  lad-mentioned  iflands 
were  taken  at  diftances  too  great  for  it  to  be  pofli- 
ble  to  determine  with  precifion  their  refpedive 
extent  :  they  appear  nearly  of  equal  fize  ;  and  it 
was  thought  that  they  mi^^^ht  be  allowed  feven  or 
eight  leagues  in  circuit. 

With  the  data  which  I  have  jufl  mentioned. 
Captain  Chanal  conftrudled  a  particular  chart  of 
the  Revolution  Iflands  ;  and,  by  conneéling  it 
with  that  of  Las  Marquesas  de  Mendoça, 
publiflied  by  Captain  Cook  in  the  firfl  volume  of 
his  fécond  voyage  round  the  world,  we  fhall  have 
the  complete  chart  of  an  archipelago  compofed  of 
ten  principal  iflands,  which,  as  I  have  faid,  occu- 
pies, on  a  fouth-eaft  and  north- well  line,  a  fpace 
of  fixty  marine  leagues.    It  will^  undoubtedly,  not 
be  expeded  that  either  Captain  Chanal's  chart, 
or  that  of  Captain  Cook,  fhould  prefent  the  topo-» 
graphy  of  the  fhore  of  each  ifland,  ftill  lefs  that 
of  the  interior  :  it  is  fcarcely  poflible  for  a  naviga- 
tor to  devote  himfelf  to  details  in  a  fitft  examina- 
tion ;  Captain  Chanal   could  only  lay  hold  of 
fome  relating  to  the  wefl;  coafl  of  Marchandas 
Ifland,  along   which  the  Solide  ranged  very 
clofely.    Each  ifland,  in  particular,  would  re- 
quire 
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quire  the  labour  of  feveral  days  *,  if  it  were  meant 
to  take  bearings  of  all  the  points,  delineate  on 
paper  all  the  finuofities  of  the  coaft,  reprefent 
ftridlly  its  configuration,  lay  down  the  foundings, 
and  affign  to  the  mountains  their  true  places,  &c. 
Captain  Chanal's  chart,  as  well  as  that  of  Cap* 
tain  Cook,  prefents  merely  the  mafs  of  each  illand, 
drawn  as  exaâ:ly  as  it  is  permitted  to  feize  its 
form  by  bearings  taken  in  failing  within  fight  of  a 
land  :  each  ifland  is  reprefented  on  the  chart  with 
its  principal  dimenfions,  and  in  its  relative  pofitioa 
in  regard  to  thofe  which,  being  the  neareft,  may- 
have  been  perceived  at  the  fame  time  ;  the  lati* 
tude  and  longitude  of  their  extreme  points  are  fix- 
ed ;  the  width  of  the  channels  which  feparate  them, 
determined  :  and,  although  the  depth  of  thefe 
channels  was  not  founded,  as  the  illands  are  all 
high  land,  and  as  it  is  well  known  that  the  fea  is 
every  where  deep  between  elevated  lands,  the  na- 
vigator, keeping  his  lead  going,  will  not,  if  his 
route  lead  him  thither,  hefitate  to  crofs  an  archipe- 
lago, the  whole  and  the  parts  of  which  are  deter- 
mined with  an  exadlnefs  fufficient  for  the  fafety 
of  navigation, 

It  mud  have  been  remarked,  that,  during  the 
courfe  of  the  day  of  the  2 2d,  and  that  of  the  23d 
of  June,  Captain  Marchand  had  not  ceafed  to 
fee,  to  leeward^  in  the  weft-fouth-wefl  quarter,  fome 

And  perhaps  of  a  month  for  a  fmgle  vefTel. 
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appearances  of  land,  which  feemed  fixed  in  the 
horizon  ;  and  that  even  feveral  of  the  people  had 
thought  that  they  clearly  diftinguifhed  land  :  it 
mufl  be  regretted  that  the  obje6l  of  his  voyage 
and  the  intereft  of  his  employers  permitted  him  not 
to  devote  himfelf  to  a  verification  that  would  pro- 
bably have  added  new  difcoveries  to  thofe  which 
he  had  jufi:  made  ;  for,  by  following  on  a  general 
chart  of  the  world  the  tracks  of  the  navigators, 
both  ancient  and  modern,  who  have  frequented 
thefe  parts,  there  is  not  to  be  feen,  over  an  extent  j 
of  fea  of  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  leagues,  any 
track  which  has  led  w  the  fouth-wefl:  or  fouth- 
fbuth-weft  of  the  Revolution  Iflands,  or  crofled  [ 
the  occult  line  that  might  be  drawn  from  this  group  {I 
towards  the  point  occupied  by  the  appearances  of  I 
land  which  were  conflantly  perceived  in  that  di- 
reclion.    The  fixed  ftate  of  the  clouds,  during  two 
fucceffive  days,  on  the  fame  points  of  the  horizon, 
is,  between  the  tropics,  an  almoft  indubitable  fign 
that  elevated  lands,  of  a  certain  extent,  arrefl  the 
clouds  in  their  courfe,  and  force  them  to  colledl  1 
themfelves  in  a  heap.    I  leave  Captain  Marchand     ;  | 
for  a  moment,  in  order  to  examine  whether  it  ' 
would  not  be  poflible,  from  the  information  which 
we  have  acquired  from  other  quarters,  to  draw 
fome  indication  of  the  exiftence  of  a  land,  fome 
probability  that  one  muft  exifl:  in  thefe  feas  which 
have  not  yet  been  vifited,  and  whether  th^t  land  ' 

may 
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may  be  fituated  to  leeward  of  the  group  which 
Captain  Marchand  met  with. 

In  the  Colledion  of  "  Obfervations  on  Phyfical 
Geography^  Natural  Hiftory^  "  a7id  Ethic  Philofo- 
phy^  by  Reinhold  Forster*/'  is  to  be  feen  a  hy- 
drographical  chart,  as  extraordinary  from  the  ori- 
gin of  its  author,  as  interefting  from  the  notions, 
although  very  imperfect,  no  doubt,  which  it  has 
given  us  of  the  numberlefs  iflands  fituated  to  the 
eaftward  and  weftward  of  the  meridian  of  the 
archipelago  of  the  Society  Ifles,  feveral  of  which 
have  been  found  by  Europeans,  and  of  which  it 
may  be  imagined  that  a  greater  number  is  ftill  to 
be  fought.  This  was  the  chart  which  was  con- 
ftrufted  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  in  Cook's  firfl 
voyage,  under  the  diredion  of  Tupia  f,  that  na- 
tive of  the  Ifland  of  Ulietea  |,  whom  the  Englifh 
^navigator  had  brought  to  England,  and  whom 
he  fmce   carried  back  to  his  native   ifland  §. 

*  Re'whold  Forjler'' s  Ohjernations,  l^c.  page  513.    See  Plate 
IV.  which  prefents  a  copy  of  the  ealt  part  of  this  chart, 
f  Tiipaya,  according  to  the  orthography  of  Mr.  Fo-Jler, 
X  0  Raieta,  according  to  George  Forjler — Tooleta  according 
to  Parkinfon. 

§  This  is  evidently  a  miftake  ;  for,  on  confiilting  CooPs  firft 
voyage  [Haivkefworth^s  Compilation,  vol.  ii.  page  180,  and 
vol.  iii.  page  312  to  315),  we  find  that  Tttpia,  who  was  taken 
on  board  the  Endeavour  at  his  own  earnell  reqiieft,  did  not  live 
to  reach  England,  but  fell  a  vi£lin\  to  the  unhealthful  climate 
of  Batavia  ;  his  death  being,  in  a  great  meafure,  accelerated 
by  the  lofs  of  his  young  countryman  Tayeto,  who  paid  the 
debt  of  nature  a  few  days  before  the  interelling  Tiipioa 

Tranjlator, 

TUPIA, 
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TupiA,  the  moft  intelligent  of  the  iflanders  of  the 
Great  Ocean  that  any  European  navigator  ever 
met  with,  had,  in  his  excurfions  by  fea,  as  well  to 
the  eaftward  as  to  the  weflward,  gone  as  far  as 
three  and  four  hundred  leagues  from  the  archipe- 
lago of  the  Society  Ifles  ;  in  the  courfe  of  his 
Odyjfey^  he  had  vifited  upwards  of  eighty  iflands  of 
which  he  gave  the  names  ;  he  diftinguiflied  them 
by  high  lands  and  low,  great  and  fmall  ;  he  fixed 
their  extent  comparatively  with  the  Illand  of  Ta- 
heitee  ;  and,  in  fpecifying  their  refpe61:ive  pofition 
to  the  eaftward  or  weftward  of  a  flar  which  he 
defignated,  he  indicated  the  point  of  the  horizon 
towards  which  each  ifland  is  fituated  ;  he  likewife 
made  known  fome  particular  obfervations  which 
he  had  had  an  opportunity  of  making  on  the  native^ 
and  the  productions  of  each  ifland.  At  a  great 
diftance  to  the  north-eafl  of  Taheitee,  at  one  of 
the  extreme  limits  of  his  voyages,  Tu  pi  a  places 
a  group  of  ten  ijlands^  each  of  which  bears  a  name 
on  his  chart  *,  and  it  is  to  be  remarked  that  three 

of 

*  Thefe  ten  iflands,  beginning  with  the  moft  fouthern,  are 
named  according  to  tlie  orthography  employed  in  the  chart  :  o- 

Haneanea  Neeo-Hee-va — te-Manno — o-Otto — to-Roivha — What* 

tare  Toah  -  IVjitâhoo  or  Whattare-Oora — o  Nateya  or  o-Na- 
TEYO  -  He efa-Roa — Teehooal , 

Jn  h'cu  of  o-A'«3/(?jy/5r,  Captain  Ckanal  writcs,  forthe  French 
pronunciation,  and  as  he  heard  it  when  the  natives  pronounced 
it,  o-Nileio:  inftead  of  Heeva- Roa,  he  writes  o-Hiva-Hoa  ; 
but  George  Forjler  obferves  that  Heeva-Roay  is  the  pronuncia- 
tion,of  the  Taheiteans,  and  that  the  Mcndoçans  cannot  arti- 
culate 1 
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of  thefe  names,  namely,  o-NiteYo,  ô-Hîva-Hôa, 
and  Wahitaho  are  the  fame  names  that  the  na- 
tives of  the  Marquesas  de  Mendoça  give  to 
three  of  their  iflands,  thofe  of  San  Pedro,  La  Do- 
minica, and  Santa  Christina,  thus  named  by 
Mendana.  I  muft  firft  obferve  that  the  Men- 
doça Iflands  were  not  met  with  again  till  the  year 
1774,  in  Captain  Cook's  fécond  voyage;  that,  till 
this  period,  the  Europeans  knew  them  only  by  the 
names  of  Saints  which  Mendana  had  impofed 
^  on  them  ;  and  that  neverthelefs  thofe  which  are 
■fgiven  to  them  by  the  natives  of  thefe  iflands, 
are  written  on  the  chart  conftru(Eled  by  Tupia 
during  Cook's  firft  voyage  :  therefore,  it  is  proved 
that  Tupia  knew  thefe  iflands  by  the  names  given 
to  them  by  the  natives,  before  the  Englifh  had  vi- 
iited  them  ;  and  that  it  is  not  from  the  latter 
that  he  could  learn  the  names.  I  obferve,  in  the 
fécond  place,  rhat  the  identity  of  three  of  the 
names  of  the  five  iflands  which  conipofe  the  group 
of  Mendana's  Marqxjesas  de  Mendoça  (and 
the  name  of  the  two  others  is  not  yet  known) 
permits  us  not  to  doubt  that  this  group  is  a  por- 
tion of  the  archipelago  compofed  of  ten  iflands 
which  Tupia  has  placed  to  the  north-eaft  of  the 


culate  the  confonant  R  ;  it  is  well  known  that  0  and  te  are  arti- 
cles which  the  natives  frequently  fupprefs  :  laftly,  inftead  of 
IVaitahoo,  Captain  Chanal  writer  Wahitahoy  and  JV.  Wales, 
Okitaho,    See  page  85  of  this  volume, 

4  SoClHtA" 


2^6  marchand's  voyage.       [June  1791* 

Society  Ifles,  at  the  extreme  limit  of  his  navi- 
gation to  the  eaftward,  that  is  to  fay,  about  three 
hundred  leagues  from  thefe  laft-mentioned  iflands  ; 
and  this  diftance  of  three  hundred  leagues,  as  well 
as  the  bearing  to  the  north-eafl,  is  conformable 
to  the  refults  of  the  obfervations  of  our  modern  na- 
vigators :  therefore,  by  joining  to  the  five  Men- 
D0ÇA  Iflands,  the  five  Revolution  Iflands,  Tu- 
pia's  archipelago  is  complete,  and  is  precifely  as 
Captain  Marchand  found  it. 

I  now  purfue  the  examination  of  the  chart  of 
this  firil  hydrographer  of  the  Great  Ocean,  and 
I  fee  to  the  weftward  of  his  archipelago  of  ten 
iflands^  a  large  folitary  ifiand  under  the  name  of 
o-Heeva-Potto,  which  is  fituatedto  the  weftward 
of  the  archipelago  :  and  I  afk  whether  this 
o-Keeva-Potto  might  not  be  thofe  lands,  or  that^ 
ifland,  which  I  have  hitherto  prefented  only  as  an 
appearance  of  land,  and  which  Captain  Marchand 
ceafed  not  to  perceive  to  leeward  of  the  Revolu- 
tion Iflands,  during  the  courfe  of  the  days  of  the 
22d  and  23d  ? 

It  may  be  objecled  to  me,  that  this  ifland  is 
placed  on  Tupia's  chart  at  too  great  a  difliance 
from  the  archipelago,  for  us  to  admit  that  Cap- 
tain Marchand  can  have  feen  it.  But,  no  doubt, 
the  corrednefs  of  Cook's  or  La  Pérouse's  charts 
ÎS  not  required  in  that  of  a  native  of  the  Society 
Iflands,  who  navigates  in  a  canoe,  without  any 
means  of  meafuring  the  rate  of  his  progrefs,  with- 
out 
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out  any  înftrument  to  obferve  his  latitude,  with- 
out a  compafs  to  fteer  by  ?  It  muft  tiot  be  forgot- 
ten that  he  has  no  precife  idea,  no  comparative 
meafure  of  diftances  ;  great  or  fmall^  thofe,  for 
him,  are  the  only  differences  ;  and  the  illand  to 
leeward,  of  which  I  am  now  fpeaking,  muft  prefent 
itfelf  to  his  mind  as  placed  at  a  great  diftance  from 
the  ten  iflands  which  form  the  archipelago,  when 
he  compares  this  diftance  with  thofe  which  the  tea 
iflands  hold  in  regard  to  each  other.  Let  us  ob'^ 
ferve,  however,  that  if  the  diftance  of  the  iiland 
to  leeward,  in  regard  to  the  archipelago,  appears 
too  great,  as  it  is  in  fa6l,  for  it  to  be  poffibly  per- 
ceived from  the  vicinity  of  the  Revolution  Iflands, 
it  cannot  at  leaft  be  denied  that  it  is  placed  in  its 
true  bearing  in  regard  to  this  archipelago.  I  fliall 
add,  that  it  is  probable  that  Tupia,  whatever  he 
may  have  faid^  (for  he  is  a  traveller  and  confe- 
quently  exaggerates),  has  not  himfelf  vifited  the 
eighty  iflands  of  which  he  makes  mention,  and 
that  he  has  marked  feveral  on  his  chart,  from  in- 
formation which  he  procured  from  the  natives 
of  the  iflands  where  he  landed  :  but  thefe  iflanders 
who,  no  doubt,  are  not  all  fuch  intelligent,  fuch 
fliilful  navigators  as  the  hydrographer  Tupia,  may 
very  probably  have  indicated  to  him  vaguely,  by 
the  point  of  the  rifing  or  of  the  fetting  of  the  fun 
or  of  a  remarkable  ftar,  in  what  diredion  an  ifland 
may  bear  with  refpeâ:  to  another  ifland  too  far  dif- 
tant  to  be  perceived  from  the  former  ;  but  neither 
VOL.  I.  their 
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their  knowledge  nor  their  language,  perhaps,  have 
the  extent  neceflary  for  giving  an  idea  of  diftances 
other  wife  than  by  the  number  of  days  which  a 
canoe  mufl  employ  for  going  from  one  point  to 
another:  and  this  manner  of  eftimating  the 
diftance,  is  certainly  not  exa6l  ;  an  idea  may  be 
formed  on  that  fubjed  from  the  uncertainty  in 
which  we  have  been  left  by  the  accounts  of 
fome  voyages  performed  in  ancient  times,  and 
even  of  fome  others  undertaken  in  an  age  lefs  re- 
mote from  ours,  fmce  the  difcovery  of  the  New 
World. 

It  is  unneceflary  to  fay,  that,  in  fpeaking  of  a 
land  which  muft  exifl;  to  leeward  of  the  Revolu- 
tion Illands,  in  fupporting  the  probability  of  its 
exiftence,  from  the  indudion  drawn  from  Tupia's 
chart,  I  have  pretended  only  to  prefent  a  plain 
conjedure  ;  I  leave  the  verification  of  it  to  fome 
zealous  navigator,  who,  carried  into  thefe  feas,  and 
being  able  to  difpofe  of  his  time,  will  not  confider 
It  as  beneath  his  refearçhes,  to  clear  up  the  doubts 
of  Captain  Marchand,  and  to  afcertain  the  cor- 
rednefs  of  Tupia's  hydrography.  Moreover,  it 
will  be  feen,  in  the  fequel  of  this  narrative,  that 
the  French  navigator  is  not  the  only  one  who 
perceived  to  leeward  of  the  archipelago  that  we 
have  jufl  vifited,  appearances  of  land  which  were 
too  permanent  in  the  fame  quarter, for  it  to  be  poffi- 
ble  for  us  to  believe  that  they  were  only  the  efFe6l 
of  an  illufion  produced  by  a  colledlion  of  clouds, 

which 
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which  might  be  heaped  up  and  fixed  on  the  fame 
point  of  the  horizon;  a  navigator  belonging  to 
the  United  States  of  America  had  occai 
fion,  in  the  fame  3^ear  and  at  the  fame  place,  to 
iiiake  the  fame  remark  *. 

On 

*  It  might  be  objected,  that  the  difpofition  of  the  ten 
iflands  which  form  the  archipelago,  as  it  is  indicated  on  Tupia's 
chart,  conftruéled  under  his  diredion  by  Mr.  Banks,  is  not 
conformable,  in  all  points,  to  the  refults  of  the  fuccefiive  dif- 
doveries  of  the  European  navigators  ;  that  the  three  iflands  the 
names  of  which  the  natives  of  thcfe  iflands  have  taught  us  : 
O'Htva-Hoa^Wahitaho^  and  o-NlteiOy  belong,  in  his  chart,  tô 
thé  northern  part  of  the  archipelago,  that  is,  to  three  of 
the  iflands  which  were  difcovered  by  Captain  Marchand  ; 
whereas  Tupia  applies  thefe  fame  names  to  three  of  the  fouthern 
iflands  difcovered  by  Mcndana,  and  as,  in  fa6î,  thefe  names 
belong  to  iflands  to  the  fouthward  :  but,  undoubtedly,  it 
wifl  not  be  fuppofed  that  Tupia  v/as  a  fufficiently  good  geo- 
grapher to  arrange,  (^n  paper,  from  memory  and  with  exaft- 
efs,  an  archipelago  compofed  of  ten  fcdttered  iflands  ;  to  fix. 
heir  diilances  and  their  fefpedive  bearings,  in  regard  to  each 
Other  ;  and  to  afterwards  apply  to  each  of  the  iflands  the 
lame  that  b'elongs  to  it  among  the  ten  iflands  with  which 
chad  charged  his  memory.  I'upia  has  given  his  archipelago 
n  a  mafs,  and  the  ten  names  as  they  occurred,  which  was  a 
'reat  deal  for  him  ;  and  thefe  names  were  applied  nearly  by 
chance,  and,  no  doubt,  at  'Jie  pîeafure  of  his  interpreter  as 
much  as  at  his  own  :  what  is  certain,  is  that  he  knew,  about 
three  hundred  leagues  from  Tahelicc,  of  a  great  archipelago 
compofed  of  ten  iflands  the  names  of  whicli  he  had  retained  ; 
and  it  feems  to  me  that,  in  order  to  prove  the  identity  of  his 
archipelago  of  ten  iflands,  and  of  that  which  is  compofed  by 
the  iîve  Mendoça  Iflands  and  the  five  R-cvolution  iflands,  it  is 
fuflicient  that  three  of  the  names  which  he  had  retained  (and 
vviu'ch  are  the  only  ones  that  have  been  verified)  are  found  to 
be  the  fame  as  thcfe  which  are  given  by  the  natives  of  thefe 

s  2  bndf, 
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On  the  25th  of  June,  Captain  Marchand  had 
loft  fight  of  the  Revolution  Iflands.  In  pro- 
portion as  he  advanced  to  the  northward,  the  wind 
became  fixed,  and  the  horizon,  clear  ;  which 
made  him  prefume  that  no  other  lands  exift  in 
the  vicinity  of  thefe  iflands  in  the  northern  quar- 
ter :  and,  with  this  alTurance,  and  after  having 
determined  by  obfervation,  the  longitude  of  the 


lands,  to  three  of  the  iflands  of  the  archipelago.  It  may,  be- 
fides,  be  obferved  that  the  relative  fituations  which  he  has 
affignedby  his  flcetch,  as  well  to  the  iflands  which  compofe 
the  fouthern  part  of  his  archipelago  as  thofe  which  compofe 
the  northeni  part  of  it,  are,  as  far  as  they  could  be,  re- 
fpeélively  conformable  to  the  general  difpofition  of  the  group 
of  the  Marque/as  de  Mendoça  and  to  that  of  the  group  of  the 
Resolution  Iflands  :  and,  in  this  refpeét,  his  chart  prefents  an 
aggregate  approaching  more  to  truth,  than  our  ancient  charts 
prefented  of  feveral  parts  of  the  globe,  before  they  had  been 
explored  by  our  modern  navigators.  The  identity  of  the  archi- 
pelago of  the  ten  iflands  which  Tvpia  places  three  hundred 
leagues  to  the  north- eaft  of  the  Society  Iflands,  and  of  that 
which  is  compofed  of  the  five  Mendoça  Iflands  and  of  the  five. 
Revolution  Iflands,  being  once  admitted,  it  is  allowable  to  have 
feme  confidence  in  the  remainder  of  Tupia^^  chart,  and  to  con- 
fider  it  as  a  fort  of  index,  which  may,  by  making  ufe  of  it 
with  precaution,  guide  us  in  the  fearch  of  feveral  other  iflands 
of  which  he  has  indicated  the  names  and  given  the  pofitions, 
but  which  our  navigators  have  not  yet  difcovered.  If  it  be 
not  judging  too  favourably  of  his  chart,  we  might  fuppofe 
that  his  great  ifland  Heeva-  Potto,  which  is  feen  to  the  wellward 
of  his  archipelago  of  the  ien,  is  the  land  that  Captain  Marchand 
ceafed  not  to  fee  during  the  courfe  of  the  two  days  which  he 
employed  in  exploring  his  group  of  the  Revolution  Iflands,  antî 
which  was  likewife  feen,  in  the  fame  direction,  by  a  navigator 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  ' 

place 
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place  whence  his  departure  was  taken,  in  143'' 49', 
weft  from  Paris,  he  ftood  on  for  the  north- 
west coaft  of  America. 

He  alternately  fteered  north,  north  by  weft,  and 
north-north- we  ft,  carrying  a  prefs  of  fail  according 
to  the  weather,  and  holding  a  north  courfe  a$ 
much  and  as  often  as  the  variations  of  the  wind 
would  allow. 

On  the  27th,  he  crofTed  the  line  in  about  the 
longitude  of  1 43"*  1 5'  weft. 

The  next  day,  at  half  paft  fix  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  it  was  thought  that  land  was  perceived 
to  the  weft  half  fouth  :  the  ftiip  was  then  arrived  at 
the  latitude  of  1°  31'  north,  and  longitude  of  144** 
18'  weft.  Captain  Marchand  ftood  on  under 
eafy  fail,  till  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  then 
brought  to,  in  order  to  wait  for  day-light.  At  the 
dawn  of  day,  the  weather  was  remarkably  clear  ; 
a  great  number  of  fea-fwallows  and  tropic-birds 
were  feen  in  the  air;  but  every  appearance  of 
land  had  vaniftied.  He  refumed  his  courfe  to 
the  northwardj  under  all  the  fail  that  the  ftiip  could 
carry. 

On  the  5th  of  July,  towards  noon,  in  latitude 
10''  20'  north,  and  longitude  144^30'  weft,  there 
was  feen  pafling  a  large  trunk  of  a  tree,  which  ap- 
peared to  have  been  floating  but  a  ftiort  time  * 
from  this  fign,  it  might  be  fuppofed  that  the  (hip 
was  in  the  vicinity  of  fome  land  j  but  no  other 
indication  fupported  the  conjeflure. 

S3  On 
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On  the  15th  of  this  month,  Captain  Marchand 
began  to  diftribute  to  the  iliip's  company,  who 
enjoyed  perfe(5l  health,  an  allowance  of  beer  made 
with  eflence  of  malt,  and  a  mixture  of  fugar. 
This  beverage,  which  is  agreeable  to  the  tafte,  is 
juftly  confidered  as  a  pov/erful  prefervative  againfb 
the  fcurvy. 

Lunar  obfervations,  made  on  the  20th,  fhewed 
that,  fmce  the  25th  of  the  month  of  June,  that 
ÎS,  in  the  interval  of  twenty-five  days,  the  cur-, 
rents  had  carried  the  fliip  out  of  her  apparent 
courfe  1°  46',  or  a  hundred  and  one  miles  to  the 
weftward,  and  1°  54',  or  one  hundred  and  four- 
teen miles  to  the  northward,  and  had  occafioned 
her  to  make,  in  the  diredion  of  north- weft  3°  15' 
^orthJ  a  progrefs  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-three 
miles,  for  which  the  reckoning  could  not  account. 
There  was,  however,  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
total  amount  of  the  error  was  not  caufed  by  the 
fole  a6lion  of  the  currents  ;  and  that  a  part  of  it 
muft  be  attributed  to  the  error  of  the  fand-glafs 
which  was  employed  for  meafuring  the  ûnp's  way, 
and  which  indicated  a  duration  too  fhort  by  2  or 
3  féconds  on  the  30,  or  of  about  one- twelfth. 
The  furphi3  of  the  amount  of  the  error  belongs  to 
the  adlion  of  the  currents  ;  but  had  not  the  dead 
reckoning  been  corre6led  by  the  daily  obfervatiou 
of.  the  latitude,  and  had  not  obfervations  of  the 
moon's  diftance  from  the  fun  announced  under 
what  meridian  the  (hip  was  arrived,  the  error 

which 
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which  proceeded  from  the  falfe  meafure  of  time, 
indicated  by  the  half-minute  glafs,  would  not  have 
been  fufpeded,  while  the  log  meafured  the  fhip's 
way  :  the  errors  in  longitude  would  have  been  ac- 
cumulated, and  our  navigators  would,  in  making 
a  ufelefs  progrefs  to  the  wefcward,  have  loPc  a  time 
w^hich  the  advanced  feafon  rendered  very  valuable 
for  a  fhip  whofe  deflination  was  to  carry  on  a  traffic 
for  furs  in  the  latitude  of  57^  north. 

Some  obfervations  for  the  longitude,  made  on 
the  23d,  24th,  and  26th  of  July  indicated  that, 
in  the  feas  where  the  Solide  had  failed  in  the  in- 
tervals of  thefe  periods,  the  fetting  of  the  currents 
towards  the  weft  had  been  inconfiderable.  But 
their  tendency  towards  the  north  had  been  more 
perceptible  j  there  occurred  an  error  in  latitude  of 
2i\  from  the  23d  to  the  24th  ;  and,  on  the  other 
days,  the  error  varied  from  5'  to  i  o'  in  twenty- 
four  hours*. 

On  the  27th,  at  noon,  the  Solide  had  reached 
the  latitude  of  39°  48',  and  longitude  of  15 1°  42'  f. 
There  had  been  feen  pafling  near  the  Ihip,  in  the 
forenoon  and  preceding  evening  of  this  day,  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  a  fpecies  of  fea-fruit,  of 

*  See  Notes  XXXV,  XXXVI,  gnd  XXXVII. 

f  The  longitude  obferved  on  the  26th  at  noon,  was  152^ 
17'  weft,  and  from  the  26th  to  the  27th,  the  fhip's  progrefs 
towards  the  eaft  had  been  o*^  35'.  [See  the  Journal  of  the 
fioute  at  that  period.) 

S  4  ^  brown- 
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a  l)rownHh  colour,  and  fimilar,  in  point  of  fhape 
and  fize,  to  the  prickly  hiifk  of  a  chefnut,  or  to  a 
fmall  fea-urchin  of  the  MEDITÈÏI.9.ANEAN  :'  there 
were  alfo  feen  fome  moUufca^  fome  fea-fwallowSj 
and   ftorm-birds  {avis  procellaria).     The  night 
before5thecnesof  land-birds  had  been  heard;  and 
on  the  281b,  at  day-break,  the  fhip  wa$  furrounded 
by  gulls,  fea-fwallows,  and  feveral  flocks  of  other 
birds  of  the  fize  of  a  pigeon,  whofc  precipitate 
flight,  like  that  of  the  fea-lark,  \çhich  goes  only 
a  little  way  from  the  fliore,  indicated  that  thofe 
birds  muft  belong  to  it.    Thefe  different  indica- 
tions feemed  to  announce  the  vicinity  of  fome  un- 
known land  ;  but  cloudy  weather,  which  fhortened 
the  radiuvS  of  the  horizon,  did  not  allow  the  view 
to  extend  to  a  great  diflance.    In  1778,  Captain 
Cook,  in  his  paflTage  from  the  Sandwich  Iflands 
to  the  north-west  coaft  of  America,  being  in 
41°  15'  north  latitude  (a  parallel  which  clifFers  not 
much  from  ^hat  which  Captain  Marchand  had 
reached),  and  in  longitude  160''  20'  weft  from 
Paris,  faw  a  fliag,  a  fpecies  of  bird  which  is  never 
known  to  fly  far  from  land  ;  and  this  unexpeded 
fight  made  him  fufpedl  the  exiftence  of  fome  ifland 
in  the  vicinity  pf  his  pofition  ;  he  was  confirmed  in 
that  opinion,  when,  in  latitude  41®  50',  and  longi- 
tude 144°  30',  he  perceived  a  piece  of  drift-wood, 
the  appearance,  of  which  announced  that  it  had 
been  but  a  fhort  time  in  the  water,  and  which  had 

come 
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come  from  the  weftward*.     In  1786,  Captain 
PoRTLocK,  bound  in  like  manner  to  the  coaftof 
America,  faw  a  great  number  of  feals  playing 
round  the  fhip,  in  latitude  39®  35',  and  longitude 
154^  30'  from  Greenwich.    This  navigator  ob- 
ferves  that  his  diftance  from  the  coail  of  Ame- 
rica was  fo  confiderable,  that  he  cannot  think 
thofe  amphibious  animals,  which  do  not  go  far 
from  land,  c^ime  thence,  or  from  any  known 
iflands  near  the  coaft  ;  he  adds  that,  finding  him^ 
felf  placed  between  the  two  pofition?;  in  which 
Captain  Cook  had  fome  indications  of  land,  and 
himfelf  meeting  with  fome  in  that  he  was  in,  he 
expedled  to  difcover  fome  unknown  ifland  ;  but 
that,  for  feveraj  days,  the  weather  was  conftantly 
thick  and  hazy,  attended  with  drizzling  rain,  fo 
that,  had  he  pafled  within  five  miles  of  any  land,  it 
would  have  been  impofiible  for  him  to  have  feen 
it  ;  and  the  advanced  feafon  of  the  year  not  per- 
mitting him  to  wafte  any  time  in  fearching  for  un- 
difcovered  iflands,  he  kept  on  his  courfe  to.  the 
north  f.    The  obfervations  made  on  board  the  So- 
lii>E,  from  which  her  latitude,  on  the  27th  of 
July,  was,  as  has  been  feen,  39*^  48',  and  her 
longitude,  i^t"^  42',  placed  the  fhip,  at  that  pe-s 
riod,  8**  38',  or  about  one  hundred  and  thirty- 

*  See  Portlock's  Voyage,  page  94.  Portloch  accompanied 
Cook  in  ihiâ  Voyage.  See  alfo  the  General  Chart  of  CooZ-'s 
three  Voyages,  conllru^led  by  Liéiitenant  Robms» 

t  Ibid^  and  page  10,  of  the  /Ippen^tti'. 
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three  leagues,  lefs  to  the  weilward,  and  i°'42'  or 
thirty-four  leagues,  lefs  to  the  northward,  than 
Cook's  firft  pofition  ;  —  6*^  lo',  or  ninety-five 
leagues^  more  to  the  weftward,  and  i°  2',  or 
tv/enty  leagues  and  two-thirds,  lefs  to  the  north- 
ward, than  the  fécond  j— and  2°  48',  or  fifty-fix 
leagues,  lefs  to  the  weftward,  and  18',  or  fix 
leagues,  more  to  the  northward  than  that  of  Port- 
lock  ;  and  in  this  pofition  of  the  Solide,  it 
was  remarked  that  moll  of  the  birds  which,  as  I 
have  before  faid,  belong  to  fpeçies  that  fly  no  great 
way  from  land,  came  from  the  wxfl:ern  quarter. 
It  may  be  concluded  from  thefe  different  remarks, 
that,  if,  in  fad,  there  exift  in  this  extent  of  fea 
fome  land  yet  unknown,  it  mufl  be  fituated  be-» 
tween  the  parallels  of  39°  and  41%  in  the  inter- 
vals comprehended  either  between  160^  20',  and 
154"^  30'  of  weft  longitude;  or  between  154°  30' 
and  151^  40'  or  between  151°  40' and  145°  ;  that 
is,  in  the  intervals  which  are  left  between  Cook's 
firft  track,  and  that  of  Portlock,^  the  latter  and 
that  of  Marchand,  this  laft  and  Cook's  fécond 
track  ;  perhaps  too  this  fuppofed  land  would  be 
met  with  to  the  weftward  of  all  thefe  tracks,  be-^» 
yond  the  60th  meridian  weft  from  Paris. 

The  annual  voyage  which  a  galleon  has  for  up-, 
wards  of  a  century  repeated  over  and  over  again 
from  Manilla  to  Acapulco,  would  have  pro- 
cured certain  information  refpeding  the  objed  of 
this  enquiry,  if,  every  year,  varying  her  route,  fhe 
7  had 
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had  traverfed  different  pra-allels,   and   had  pro- 
ceeded higher  than  that  of  41"^  in  order  to  afcer- 
tain  whether    ihere   do   not  exiil  foine  iilands 
which  might  afford  to  fliipping,  anchorages  in  cafe 
of  neceffity  or  accident.    But  as  it  would  have 
been  difficult  for  the  difcoveries  .vhich  the  gaU 
leon  might  have  made,  to  have  remained  eter* 
nally  unknown  to  other  nations  ;  and  as  Spain, 
above  all  things,  dreaded  to  make  known  'O  iheiïi 
ifiands,  which,  from  their  fituation,  nrlghc  have 
afforded  a  retreat  to  privateers  belonging  to  the 
enemy  in  time  of  war,  and  a  ihelter  to  foiugglers 
during  peace,  it  is  very  probable  that,  if  her  na- 
vigators have  ever  difcovered  lands  in  the  fea 
where,  in  thefe  latter  times,  thofe  of  other  nations 
have  fufpecled  fome,  fhe  has  taken  care  to  confign 
them  again  to  the  oblivion  from  which  chance  had 
drawîi  them,  and  has  adopted  certain  meafurts 
that,  in  the  fequel,  her  fliips  might  not  make  any  ; 
in  fa^l,  we  fee  that,  at  the  time  of  the  voyage  of 
Anson,  who,  in  1743,  made  himfelf  mafter  of 
the  Manilla  galleon  and  of  the  hydrographical 
chart  *  which  ferved  for  direding  her  route,  that 
(hip  never  advanced  higher  than  the  latitude  of 
34°  or  35°  north  ;  and,  unlefs  circumftances  of 
wind  may  have  fometimes  carried  her  beyond  it, 
fhe  could  not  well  find  herfelf  in  a  fituation  to  meet 
with  the  lands  of  which  the  voyages  of  Cook, 

i 

^  See  a  copy  of  this  chart  ia  the  account  of  Anfon's  Voyage. 
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P0RTLOCK5  and  Marchand  prefent  us  the  indi- 
cations, and  which,  if  there  exift  any,  muft  be 
fituated  in  a  latitude  little  different  from  that 
of  41^  :  ftill  lefs  could  the  galleon  have  feen  them, 
if,  as  is  alTerted  by  Commodore  Anson,  who  had 
had  an  opportunity  of  knowing,  the  thirtieth  pa- 
rellel  were  affigned  to  the  captain  of  the  Ihip,  for 
the  northern  limit,  but  which  he  was  not  to  pafs 
çxcept  in  cafe  of  being  compelled  to  it  by  a  fupe- 
rior  force  ;  therefore,  in  order  to  guard  more 
fafely  againft  the  danger  of  the  galleon  making 
fome  difcovery,  ftie  was  placed  in  the  impoflibility 
of  making  any.  The  Spaniards,  frequently  rafh, 
always  bold,  as  long  as  the  queftion  was  to  at- 
tempt difcoveries  which  promifed  great  riches,  be-i 
çame  myfterious  through  policy,  and  timid  through 
avarice,  as  foon  as  they  had  acquired  the  treafures, 
of  the  world  ;  they  buried  their  difcoveries,  as  the 
mifer  buries  his  gold  ;  and,  from  the  apprehenfion 
of  fliaring  them,  they  preferred  not  to  enjoy 
them  :  for  near  two  centuries,  they  have  fuffere4 
other  nations  to  glean  in  the  field,  where  they  had 
been  the  firft  to  reap  a  harveft  in  a  favourable 
feafon. 

Captain  Marchanp,  like  the  navigators  who 
had  preceded  him  in  thefe  feas,  ftruck  with  the 
numerous  indications  pf  land  which  fliewed  them- 
felves  in  the  latitude  where  he  was  navigating,  Uke 
them  too  having  to  accomplifh  a  determined  ob* 
jeft,  regretted  his  inability  to  devote  himfelf  to  a 

refearch 
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refearch  which  promifed  a  great  probability  of 
fuccefs  y  and  he  purfued  his  courfe  towards  the  coaft 
of  America. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  29th,  in  latitude  42^  40', 
and  longitude  150°  40',  the  fea  being  perfedly 
fmooth,  the  yawl  was  detached  to  pick  up  on  the 
water  a  plant  which  appeared  to  belong  to  the 
family  of  the  fuci^  better  known  to  feamen  by  the 
name  of  fea-vjced^  and,  which,  at  a  diftance  the 
motion  that  was  given  to  it  by  fome  fiflies,  which 
were  round  about,  had  occafioned  to  be  taken  for 
a  turtle.  1  fhall  bring  into  one,  the  feparate  de- 
icriptions  given  of  it  by  Captain  Chanal  and 
Surgeon  Roblet. 

The  length  of  this  plant  was  thirteen  feet  and  a 
half,  according  to  the  one,  and  fourteen  feet,  ac- 
cording to  the  other  ;  and  its  circumference,  at  the 
thickeft  extremity,  was  fifteen  inches,  according  to 
the  former,  and  eighteen,  according  to  the  latter; 
it  gradually  diminifhed  throughout  its  whole 
length,  was  reduced  to  about  one  inch  at  the 
other  extremity,  and  terminated  in  a  point.  The 
thick  end,  according  to  Captain  Chanal,  was 
fwelled  in  the  fliape  of  a  bottle  or  bladder.  Its 
flexible  ftem  had  the  form  of  a  hollow  bamboo, 
but  without  knots  ;  which  occafioned  it  to  be 
called  fea-bamboo.  Its  exterior  fur  face,  which  was 
fmooth  and  even,  was,  from  one  end  to  the  other, 
covered  with  fmall  fliells  of  the  fpecies  of  mufcles, 
according  to  the  former,  of  that  of  barnacles,  aç» 

cording 
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cording  to  the  latter,  Vt'hich  were  attached  to  it  by 
pedicles  of  four,  five,  and  even  fix  inches  long  t 
thefe  diaphanous  pedicles,  fays  Surgeon  Roblet, 
of  a  flefhy  and  elaftic  confidence,  refembled  glafs- 
tubes  filled  with  water,  and  had  their  tranfpa- 
rency  :  the  fiimmlt  of  each  pedicle,  was  terminated 
by  a  hinged  fiieii,  of  the  form  of  a  fifh's  head, 
compofed  of  four  ?noveabIe  pieces,  united  by  a 
membrane,  v/hich  pieces  contained  a  little  animal 
with  eight  feel.  Surgeon  Roblet,  to  whom  this 
laft  part  of  the  defcription  belongs,  fays  that  he  is 
ignorant  of  the  name  of  this  animal,  but  he  believes 
that  it  is  called  a  barnacle, 

I  think,  like  our  obferver,  that  the  fhell  is,  in 
faft,  a  barnacle  or  concha  anatifcra,  which,  in  Eri- 
tany,  is  called  bernache,  and  fometimes  bernicle\ 
but  the  little  animal  with  eight  feet  feems  not  to 
be  the  natural  inhabitant  of  the  flieil  :  is  it  an  in- 
trud^er  ?  One  of  thofe  femi-crullaceous  animals, 
known  by  the  name  of  Bernard  the  Her  rait  ox  the 
hermit  crab,  to  which  Nature  has  given  the  in- 
itirid  of  taking  refuge  in  empty  Iheils,  fometimes 
too  in  zoophites,  or  in  other  bodies  that  it  finds 
fuitable  for  protetting  its  hind  part,  which  is  not 
covered  with  fcales,  from  every  thing  that  might 
injure  it  ;  while  its  fore  part,  fomewhat  like  that  of 
the  locufia  jnarina,  and  furniflied  with  ten  feet, 
iifues  from  the  fhell  in  order  to  feize  on  the 
infeds  which  pafs  within  its  reach  ?  Surgeon 
Roblet  counted  only   eight  feet  on  the  little 

animalSf 
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animals  which  he  faw  in  his  barnacles  ;  but  it 
might  be  fuppofed  that  two  others  remained 
concealed  in  the  fhell  :  befides,  there  may  and 
muft  be  varieties  in  the  fpecies  ;  it  would,  how- 
ever, be  extremely  fmgular  if  each  of  the  fhells, 
which  adhered  to  the  plant  by  fo  many  pedicles, 
were  inhabited  by  a  hermit  crab.  On  comparing 
the  fhell-fifh  which  Surgeon  Roblet  obferved 
and  defcribed,  with  that  to  which  naturalifls  have 
given  the  name  of  barnacle^  we  find  the  greatefl: 
refemblance,  between  (hell  and  fhell,  as  well  from 
the  fhape  and  Itrudure,  as  in  the  pedicle,  but  this 
is  no  longer  to  be  found  between  animal  and 
animal. 

According  to  Needham,  the  barnacle,  that  very 
fingular  (hell-fifh,  has  three  different  parts  ;  namely,, 
the  pedicle  which  ferves  as  a  fupport  to  the  fhell- 
fifh,  the  fhell,  and  the  animal  which  it  contains. 
It  is  by  one  of  the  extremities  of  the  pedicle, 
more  or  lefs  long,  more  or  lefs  broad,  that  the  bar- 
nacle adheres  to  rocks,  to  fhips,  and  to  other 
foreign  bodies.  At  the  upper  part  of  the  pedicle, 
is  the  fhell,  compofed  of  five  pieces  or  valves, 
nearly  triangular  (and  this  is  what  Surgeon  Rob- 
let  means  to  indicate,  no  doubt,  by  faying  that 
it  has  the  fhape  of  a  fifh's  head)  ;  they  are  clofely 
united  by  a  thin  pedicle  which  clothes  the  interior 
furface  :  the  play  which  this  pedicle  Leaves  to  the 
pieces,  permits  them,  hov/ever,  to  fpread  and  clofe 
in  a  Jmall  degree.    The  body  of  the  animal  which, 

inhabits 
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inhabits  this  fhell,  is  fomewhdt  like  a  fmaîl  oyfier  ; 
its  head  appears  furnifhed  with  a  fort  of  tuft  made 
m  the  form  of  a  pledget  ;  this  is  the  affemblage  of 
about  twenty  little  horns  or  tentacula,  ^vhich,  feen 
through  the  microfcèpe,  appear  fimbriated  ;  when 
the  animal  agitates  them,  they  form  irregular 
bends  one  within  another  j  by  agitating  them, 
either  without  or  within  its  fhell,  it  forms  in  the 
water  a  little  current  ;  and,  by  this  mean,  it 
draws,  as  into  a  whirlpool,  the  animalcula  on 
which  it  fubfifts.  The  head,  thickly  befet  with 
thefe  forts  of  horns,  can  ilTue  out  of  the  fhell  and 
return  within  it  *. 

It  therefore  appears  that  the  fpecies  of  barnacle, 
which  Surgeon  Roblet  obferved,  is  inhabited  by 
an  animal  different  from  that  of  the  barnacle 
which  naturalifls  have  defcribed  ;  for  I  do  not 
fuppofe  that  he  would  have  given  the  name  of 
feet  to  thofe  little  tentac^la  or  fimbriated  horns,  and 
have  reckoned  but  eight  if  they  were  to  the  num* 
ber  of  twenty  :  befides,  the  oyjler  is  fo  generally  [ 
known,  that,  if  the  animal,  contained  in  the  fhell 
which  he  examined,  had  refembled  an  oyfter,  he  ^  ii 
would  not  have  failed  to  make  mention  of  this- 
refemblance. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  to  the  plant  of  which  ; 
our  voyagers  have  given  a,  defcription^  that  the  ; 
editor  of  the  account  of  Anson's  voyage  has  j 

•  See  Bomare'^  LtS.  d'Htfi,  Nat,  at  the  words  Conque 
Anatipre  and  Bernard  PHermiUo 

given 
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given  the  name  of  fea-leek^  of  which  it  has  nearly 
the  form  and  figure  amplified  ;  and  this  is  the 
name  too  which  has  been  given  to  it  by  Captain 
Cook,  who  faw  fimilar  plants,  nearly  in  the  fame 
latitude  where  Captain  Marchand  met  with  it  ; 
but  neither  of  the  Englifh  navigators  has  given  of 
it  a  detailed  defcription. 

Captain  Marchand  took  advantage  of  the 
calm  which  prevailed  on  the  29th  to  fcrub  the 
fliip's  bottom  between  wind  and  water,  where,  not- 
withftanding  the  copper  fheathing,  the  mofs  had 
adhered,  and  muft,  from  its  refiftance,  have  im- 
peded the  velTel's  failing.  The  fpare  fails  were  got 
on  deck  to  be  examined  ;  the  fail-makers  were 
employed  in  repairing  fome  which  the  rats  ha(J 
damaged,  and  the  (hip's  company  were  engaged  in 
the  different  labours  which  require  ftillnefs  and 
leifure,  and  charm  the  idlenefs  of  the  failor  and  the 
tirefomenefs  ever  infeparable  from  a  calm. 

This  fame  day  in  the  afternoon,  was  feen  a 
whale,  and  this  was  the  firft  which  had  been 
■perceived  fince  the  Solide  was  fteering  to  get  into 
,the  high  latitudes:  flie  had,  as  I  have  before  faid, 
'then  arrived  between  the  parallels  of  42"^  and  43'. 

The  next  day,  and  the  following  days,  were  feen 
other  whales  and  fome  fea-bamboos  ;  at  the  fame 
time  was  feen  an  innumerable  quantity  of  terns, 
petrels,  quebranta-huefosy  ftorm-birds,  and  other 
fea-fowl,  of  various  fpecies  ;  large  pieces  of  drift- 
voL.  !•  '     T  wood 
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wood  were  very  frequently  met  with  ;  every  thing 
announced  that,  ere  long,  land  would  be  perceived  ; 
and  the  refult  of  the  obfervations  for  the  longitude 
left  little  doubt  of  it. 

The  feafon  was  too  far  advanced  in  the  northern 
hemifphere,  for  Captain  Marchand  to  think  it 
propel^  to  proceed  to  the  parts  of  the  north-west 
coafl  of  America,  fituated  towards  the  fixtieth 
parallel,  fuch  as  Prince  William's  Sound,  and 
Cook's  River  ;  he  had  refolved  to  make  the  land 

about  Cape  del  Engano,  remarkable  from  Mount 
San-Jactnto  *  which  commands  it,  and  to  begin 
his  traffic  for  furs  in  Norfolk  Sound,  thus  named 
by  Captain  Dixon,  and  which  muft  be  the  Baya 
DE  GuADALUPA  of  the  Spaniards.  From  the 
obfervations  of  Captain  Cook,  Lieutenant  King, 
and  the  aftronomer  Bayly,  in  the  Voyage  for 
making  Difcoveries  in  the  Northern  Hemifphere  f , 
Cape  DEL  Engano,  under  the  name  of  Cape 
Edgecumbe,  is  fituated  in  57°  4  30"  latitude 
north,  and  138^  15'  45"  longitude  weft  from 
Paris. 

*  In  1778,  Captain  Cook  impofed  on  Capo  del  Engano  and 
on  Monte  San  Jacinto ,  the  names  of  Cape  Edgecumbe  and  Mounf 
Edgecmnbe.  What  would  geography'^gain  by  this  change  of 
name  ?  What  would  the  immortal  Cook  gain  by  it  ? 

f  See  The  Originai  /(fironomlcal  Obfervations  made  in  a  Voyagg- 
towards  the  N'orthern  Faclfc  Ocean,  &c.   By  W,  Bayly,  page 

On 
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On  the  7th  of  Auguft,  at  noon.  Captain  Mar- 
chand concluded  from  his  own  obfervations  and 
thofe  of  Captain  Chanal,  that  the  fliip  was 
arrived  at  the  latitude  of  57"*  20',  and  that  her  lon- 
gitude mud  be  139°  56':  the  determination  of 
this  longitude  was  the  refult  of  the  dead  reckoning 
applied  to  the  obfervations  of  the  moon's  diftance 
from  the  fun  made  in  the  courfe  of  the  day  of  the 
5th,  and  reduced  to  the  noon  of  that  day  *.  If  this 
determination  were  exa£l:,  our  navigators  were,  be- 
fore night,  to  be  in  fight  of  land  :  they  (leered  the 
courfe  which  this  pofition  indicated  ;  and,  at  half 
paft  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  they  had  the 
firfl  view  of  the  coaft  of  America. 

At  fix  o'clock,  they  difcovered  Cape  del  En- 
GANO,  which  bore  eaft  19°  30'  fouth,  at  the  dif- 
tance of  thirteen  or  fourteen  leagues.  The  fhip 
was  therefore  more  to  the  northward  than  the  cape 
by  13'  30",  and  more  to  the  weft  ward  by  1*^ 

10' 45"- 

On  applying  this  latter  difference  to  the  longi- 
tude of  Cape  DEL  Engano,  we  find  that  that  of  the 
(hip  ought,  at  the  moment  of  taking  the  bearing, 
to  have  been  139°  26'  33"  j  but,  according  to  the 
dead  reckoning  deduced  from  the  refult  of  the 
obfervations  of  the  5th,  it  was  139''  27'3o''t' 
thus  the  error  in  the  land-fall  was  only  53'',  or 

*  See  Note  XXXVIIL       t  See  Note  XXXIX. 
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about  half  a  mile,  which  the  (hip  was  fuppofed  to 
be  too  much  to  the  weftward.  This  aftonilhing  pre- 
cifion  could  not  have  taken  place,  if,  in  the  in- 
terval from  the  obfervations  of  the  5th  to  the  ! 
bearing  of  the  7th,  the  currents  had  had  an  in- 
fluence on  the  Solide's  courfe  in  the  direction  j 
of  the  longitude  ;  but  their  a6lion  was  dire£led  in  a 
ftraight  line  to  the  northward,  and  it  had  produced 
on  the  progrefs  in  latitude,  in  the  fame  interval,  an  i 
error  of  26',  or  twenty-fix  miles,  which  the  ob-  i 
fervation  of  the  fun's  meridian  altitude  had  cor- 
re<Sled. 

The  error  of  the  longitude  which  the  reckoning  \ 
indicated  on  making  the  land,  according  to  the 
calculation  of  the  fhip's  run,  deduced  from  the  f 
longitude  of  the  Bay  of  La  Madre  de  Dios,  was 
only  1°  25',  or  fifteen  leagues  one  third,  which 
fhe  was  more  to  the  weftward  than  the  true  lon- 
gitude.   But  this  corre6tnefSy  as  may  be  feen  in  ; 
the  NorES*9  is  due  only  to  chance  :  errors  ahead  ; 
counterbalanced  a  part  of  the  errors  ajiern. 

Had  the  Solide  been  favoured  by  the  winds  in  ! 
this  run,  the  length  of  which  was  forty-eight  day^, 
ftie  might  have  terminated  it  in  forty-one  or  forty-  , 
two  :  for   it   appears  that  the  longitude  of  the 
point  of  departure,  on  the  20th  of  June,  and 
that  of  the  point  arrived  at,  on  the  7th  of  Au-  1 
gufl,  differ  from  each  other  only  about  2  degrees^ 


*  Sec  Note  XXXIX. 
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the  latter  of  which  is  lefs  wefterly  than  the  for- 
mer ;  the  paflage  on  a  courfe  which  would  have 
deviated  little  from  the  diredion  of  a  meridian, 
would  have  been  only  about  thirteen  hundred 
leagues  inftead  of  fifteen  hundred,  which  fhe  was 
forced  to  run,  becaufe  having  been  carried  as 
far  as]  13*^  to  the  weft  ward  of  the  meridian  of  her 
point  of  departure,  fhe  was  under  the  necefiity  of 
making  amends  for  this  ufelefs  progrefs,  and  re- 
gaining 2°  of  eafting,  in  order  to  get  under  the  me- 
ridian of  the  point  whence  Ihe  might  get  fight  of 
the  NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  America,  where  it  was 
intended  to  touch. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  run,  the  currents  conftantly 
fet  to  the  Northward  and  Wejîward  :  the  differences 
to  the  Southward  and  Eajlward  were  as  uncom- 
mon as  inconfiderable.  In  taking  a  mean  term^  we 
may  eftimate  the  effed  of  the  movement  of  the  wa- 
ters during  the  forty-eight  days  employed  in  this 
run,  at  two  leagues  one-tenth  in  twenty  four  hours 
in  the  diredlion  of  north  30°  weft. 

On  the  evening  of  the  7th,  the  Solide  had  ar- 
rived in  fight  of  the  north-west  coaft  of  Am?- 
RICA  :  but  a  calm,  tirefome  from  its  length,  de- 
tained the  fhip  off  the  Baya  de  Guadalupa, 
^here  it  was  propofed  to  anchor  :  fometimes,  the 
tail  of  a  fea-breeze  brought  her  to  the  entrance  of 
the  bay  \  and  on  a  fudden,  the  cefTation  of  this 
breeze,  or  a  land-breeze  which  fprang  up,  obliged 
her  to  ftand  to  the  ofEng.  This  fituation  was 
T  3  not 
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not  unlike  the  punifliment  of  Tantalus  ;  and 
the  convenience  of  examining  at  their  eafe  the 
fhores  on  which  they  vi^ifhed  to  land,  could  not 
compenfate  our  navigators  for  the  difappointments, 
inceffantly  reviving,  which  oppofed  their  reaching 
their  deftination.  They  faw  before  them  very  lofty 
mountains  ;  and  on  the  fnow  that  covered  them, 
were  delineated  the  green- trees  with  which  they  are 
clad  to  their  very  fummits.  The  bafe  which  bears 
thefe  mountains,  and  the  fmall  hills  which,  at 
certain  diftances,  command  it,  clothed  wirh  ver- 
dure, agreeably  fix  the  fight,  when  the  eye,  after 
having,  in  following  the  declivity  of  the  fnow, 
raifed  itfelf  to  the  height  of  the  clouds,  finks  and 
repofes  on  thofe  grounds  where  ancient  forefts  of 
firs,  pines,  and  other  tall  trees,  grow  and  rife  on 
the  ruins  of  thofe  which  time  has  reduced  to  duft. 
A  mild  temperature,  a  ferene  Iky,  and  a  pure  air, 
permitted  them,  for  five  days,  to  contemplate,  quite 
at  their  leifure,  thefe  produdions  of  wild  Nature, 
abandoned  to  her  energy  alone  :  it  was  not  till 
the  morning  of  the  ï  2th,  that  it  was  at  length  pofE- 
ble  to  reach  the  Bay  of  Guadalupa,  and  that  the 
fliip  could  drop  anchor  there  after  two  hundred 
and  forty-two  days  navigation  from  the  time  of 
her  departure  from  France,  of  which  ten  only 
had  been  fpent  at  anchor,  as  well  in  the  Bay 
of  La  Praya,  as  in  that  of  La  Madre  de  Dios* 
If  we  confult  the  log-book,  or  if  we  meafure  on 
the  chart  the  diftance  which  the  fhip  ran  on  the 

globe. 
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globe,  from  her  departure  from  Marseilles  till 
her  arrival  on  the  north-west  coaft  of  x\me- 
RiCA,  we  find  that  fhe  made  five  thoufand  eight 
hundred  marine  leagues,  which  are  equivalent  to 
upwards  of  four-fifths  of  the  circumference  of  a 
great  circle  of  the  earth  ;  and  that  her  mean  rate 
of  failing,  during  this  part  of  the  voyage,  was  twen- 
ty-five leagues  in  twenty-four  hours. 

Till  now  the  fcurvy  had  not  manifefted  itfelf  on 
board  the  Soltde  ;  one  man  only  appeared  to  be 
attacked  by  it  ;  but  the  attack  was  fo  flight,  that 
he  had  not  once  been  prevented  from  doing  his 
duty,  by  night  as  well  as  by  day.  Our  voyagers 
had  not  experienced  any  of  the  fcourges  which) 
in  early  times,  made  Europe  pay  fo  dear  for  the 
difcovery  of  the  New  "World,  and  juftly  caufed  to 
be  confidered  as  deftru6live  to  the  human  fpecies 
the  bold  voyages  to  which  we  were  indebted  for 
our  firft  knowledge  of  the  Great  Ocean,  and 
of  thofe  iflands  fcattered  or  alTembled  in  groups, 
of  whofe  number  and  origin  we  are  ftill  ignorant. 
But  Surgeon  Roblet  obferves,  that  never  did 
officers  intereft  themfelves  with  greater  zeal  for  the 
prefervation  of  a  fliip's  company,  than  thofe  of  the 
Solide  ;  that  never  did  any  fuperintend  with  a 
iOre  fcrupulous  and  more  perfevering  attention, 
the  wholefomenefs  of  a  fliip,  the  cleanlinefs  of  the 
failors,  and  the  good  quality  of  the  provifions. 
To  this  unremitting  care,  was  added  the  frequent 
ufe  of  various  refrefliments,  and  anti-fcorbutics, 

T  4  fudi 
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fuch  as  cabbages,  carrots,  turnips,  celery,  forrel, 
and  other  vegetables,  pickled  or  preferved  in  vi- 
negar. Water  for  drinking  never  ceafed  to  be 
ferved  out  at  difcretion  ;  and,  independently  of  the 
drinks  in  ufe  at  fea,  almoft  every  day  was  diftri. 
buted  another  beverage  made  of  fermented  v^rort 
and  fugar,  which  an  acidulous  tafte  renders  agree- 
able to  feamen,  and  the  excellent  efFedls  of  which 
the  experience  of  the  long  voyages  of  Cook  and 
La  PiiROusE  had  already  proved.  The  good 
health  of  the  crew  rewarded  the  officers  and  the 
owners  of  the  Solide;  the  former,  for  their  pa- 
ternal and  confiant  pains  to  maintain  this  good 
ftate,  and  the  latter,  for  the  expenfes  which  they 
had  generoufly  increafed,  without  confulting 
their  own  intereft,  in  order  to  fupply  their  fhip 
with  all  the  known  prefervatives  that  might  concur 
to  prevent  difeafe. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

The  Solide  put  into  Dixon's  Norfolk  Sound, 
which  is  the  Baya  de  Guadalupa  of  the  Spani^ 
ards* — Tranfadions  and  events  during  her  Jiay  in 
this  bay^  called  by  the  natives  Tchinkitanay. — 
Traffic  for  furs. — Defcription  of  the  bay  and  its 
environs • — Terreflrial  productions^  and  animals,— 
Defcription  of  the  natives  and  their  dreffes,— 
Population  of  the  bay*— Its  inhabitants  are  ac- 
quainted with  iron  and  copper, — Their  arts^  their 
induftry^  their  weapons^  their  tools^  their  canoes^ 
their  habitations^  he, — They  appear  to  have  fome 
idea  of  a  Supreme  Being, — What  opinion  may  be 
formed  of  their  government,— Their  fkill  in  barter, 
' — Their  tafte  for  finging, — Their  manners^  their 
cufioms^  their  charaâîer, — Vocabulary  of  the  Ian-- 
guage  of  Tchinkitanay. 

EFORE  he  flood  into  the  bay  where  he  intended 
to  begin  his  traffic  for  furs.  Captain  Mar- 
hand  had  judged  that  it  was  prudent  to  caufe 
he  entrance  to  be  vifited  and  to  reconnoitre  the 
arts  of  the  coaft  where  it  might  be  hoped  that 
le  bottom  would  afford  good  anchorage.  Cap- 
in  Chanal  had  been  charged  with  this  duty, 
which  he  was  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  In. 
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FERNET  and  the  firfl  Surgeon  Roblet  ;  and  he 
had  taken  the  bearings  and  foundings  of  the  bay. 
At  the  didance  of  about  four  miles  to  the  north- 
north-caft  of  the  cape  which  terminates  to  the 
fou th ward  the  weft  coaft,  and  which  Captain 
Dixo^  called  White's  Point,  from  the  name  of 
one  of  his  officers,  he  had  found  a  cove  which  af- 
forded, at  once,  a  good  anchorage,  an  eafy  land- 
ing, a  rivulet  of  excellent  water,  and  a  conve- 
nient watering-place  ;  but  he  had  neither  perceived 
inhabitants  nor  habitations  ;  he  had  only  difcovered, 
m  the  environs  of  the  cove,  fome  figns  which  an- 
nounced that  the  natives  fometimes  formed  there 
temporary  eflablifliments.  Captain  Marchand 
was  on  the  point  of  relinquifhing  his  project  of 
carrying  the  fhip  into  the  bay,  and  was  already 
taken  up  with  the  idea  of  ftanding  to  fome  place 
more  to  the  fouthward,  when  fome  canoes,  which 
had  come  from  the  eaflern  parts  to  meet  the 
Solide,  na  longer  left  any  doubt  that  the  bay  was^ 
inhabited*.  The  natives  who  were  in  them  fold 
2  few  bear-fkins,  and  a  young  fea-otter  recently 
killed  :  and  on  the  aflurance  which  they  gave  not 
to  delay  bringing  furs  of  every  fort,  the  fliip  had 
been  taken  to  the  anchorage  which  had  been  ex- 

•  The  Editor  of  Dixon'^s  Journal  mentions  that  the  firft 
American  canoe  that  came  on  board,  hoifted  at  the  extremity 
of  a  long  pole  a  tuft  of  white  feathers,  which,  at  a  didance,  had 
been  taken  for  a  white  flag;  he  luiderftood  this  to  be  an 
emblem  of  peace  and  friendfiu'p.    [Dixon^s  Foyage,  ipz^e  iSo.) 

amined' 
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amined.  The  cove  in  which  the  anchor  had  been 
dropped,  is  fituated  on  the  fouthern  coaft  of  Pitt's 
Illand*,  which  forms,  on  the  north-wefl  fide, 
Dixon's  Norfolk  Sound,  to  which  the  natives 
give  the  name  of  Tchinkitanay. 

The  Americans  v/ere  faithful  to  their  promife  ; 
and  they  proved  that,  if  the  Europeans  fet  fo  great 
a  value  on  furs,  that  they  go  round  the  world  in 
order  to  fliare  thefe  with  them,  they  themfelves 
fhew  no  lefs  eagernefs  to  exchange  their  fuper- 
fluous  (kins  for  the  commodities  of  Europe,  with 
the  ufe  and  convenience  of  which  they  have  been 
made  acquainted.    Scarcely  did  the  day  begin  to 
dawn,  when  there  was  feen  coming  a  flotilla  of  fif- 
teen canoes,  containing  about  a  hundred  and  thirty 
or  a  hundred  and  forty  Americans,  men,  women, 
and  children.    They  arrived  Tinging  ;  and  it  was 
afcertained,  in  the  fequel,  that  it  is  among  them  a 
conftant  cuflom,  to  begin  and  terminate  by  finging, 
their  commercial  tranfadions  with  ftrangers.  The 
number  of  natives,  which  was  confiderable  in 
comparifon  with  that  of  the  fhip's  company,  and 
the  knowledge  which  Captain  Marchand,  from 
the  account  of  voyagers,  had  of  the  propenfity 
of  thefe  Americans  to  theft,  and  of  their  fmgular 
addrefs  in  concealing  all  that  they  can  lay  hold  of 
unperceived,  determined  him  not  to  permit  them 
to  come  on  board  :  the  traffic  began  between  the 

*  See  in  the  Introduction  Porthclh  Voyage  In  17S6-7. 

SoIvIde's 
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Solide's  boats  and  the  American  canoes.  The 
market  was  well  fupplîed  with  various  kinds  of 
furs  :  feveral  otter-fkins  of  all  qualities,  and  other 
furs  of  lefs  value,  were  purchafed.    The  articles 
which  the  natives  pr^erred  in  exchange,  were  ba- 
fms,  and  efpecially  thofe  made  of  copper,  flew- 
pans,  tin  fauce-pans,  iron  pots,  daggers,  lances, 
halberts,  pikes,  and  fabres  :  they  fet  little  value  on 
hatchets,   faws,   two-handled   knives,  hammers, 
nails,  and  other  tools  or  inftruments.     But  our 
voyagers  were  ignorant  that  the  articles  which,  in 
îrafficing  with  them,  obtain  the  greatefl  favour,  are 
European  clothes  of  different  forts  :  none  of  thefe 
had  been  provided  for  trade  ;  recourfe  was  had  to 
thofe  which  had  been  referved  for  the  wants  of 
the  crew  ;  and  the  fort  of  goods  for  which  the 
clothes  were  exchanged,  might  difpel  all  uneafmefs 
as  to  the  circumfiance  that  nature  and  the  duration 
of  the  voyage  would  fubjedl  the  people  to  the  ne-, 
ceflity  of  wearing  warm  clothing.  Clothes  were  the 
only  effetls  for  which  it  was  poffible  to  obtain  the 
beautiful  otter-fkins  of  the  firft  quality.  Small 
knives,  coloured  glafs-beads,  rings  and  metal  but- 
tons, and  all  thofe  European  toys,  after  which, 
in  general,  the  iflanders  of  the  Great  Ocean 
appear  fo  anxious,  were  hardly  accepted  as  a  free 
gift,  or  by  way  of  clofmg  a  bargain  ;  for  the  cuftom 
of  the  natives  of  this  part  of  the  coaft  is  to  con- 
clude no  exchange,  without  requiring  a  prefent, 
which  they  call  S/ok  :  it  will  be  feen  that  they  begin 

to 
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to  be  europeanifed.  They  are  already  partly  drelTed 
m  the  European  fafhion  ;  mofl  of  them  had  cloth 
jackets,  kerfey  trowfers,  fhirts,  and  in  the  num- 
ber of  the  efFeds  which  compofe  their  moveable 
property,  were  difcovered  little  boxes  made  to 
lock,  and  various  articles  which  they  could  not 
have  received  but  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Old 
World,  whole  vifit  had  preceded  that  of  the 
French.  Aimoft  all  the  garments  were  of  Englifii 
manufadure  ;  but  there  was  reafon  to  prefume 
that  fome  veffei  belonging  to  the  United  States 
might  likewife  have  traded  in  Tchinkitânay  Bay 
or  in  its  vicinity,  bécaufe  there  were  recognized 
two  copper  coins  of  the  province  of  Massachu- 
setts which  a  young  man  wore  as  ear-pendants. 

The  natives  with  whom  the  traffic  was  carried 
on  foon  gave  the  French  to  underftand  that  the 
ftrangers  who  had  preceded  them  in  the  bay  paid 
very  liberally  ;  and  it  v/as  no  difficult  matter  to 
perceive  it  for,  on  offering  them  together  three  or 
four  of  the  principal  articles  of  traffic,  they  were 
fcarcely  fatisfied  when  the  queflion  was  to  barter  a 
fkin  of  the  firfl:  quality.  They  examined  with  the 
raoft  fcrupulous  attention,  turned  about  in  every 
|way,  all  that  was  prefented  to  them,  and  they 
'knew  very  well  how  to  difcover  defedls  and  point 
rhem  out  :  on  the  other  hand,  they  em.ployed  art 
[•and  cunning  in  fetting  off  their  merchandife;  and 
it  may  be  faid,  that,  in  reiped  to  intereft  and 
traffic,  they  have  already  made  great  ftrides  in  civi- 
lization. 
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îîzation,  and  that  the  modem  Hebrews  would,  per- 
haps, have  little  to  teach  them. 

The  Americans  went  on  fhore  at  one  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  and  promifed  to  return  the  fol- 
lowing day.  In  the  courfe  of  the  morning,  our 
traders  had  procured  upwards  of  two  hundred 
furs,  mofl  of  them  otter  and  bear  fldns  ;  but  of 
thefe  could  be  reckoned  but  a  fmall  number  of 
the  prime  fort  ;  the  remainder  confnled  of  fkins 
of  cub  otters,  or  of  ikins  cut  in  flips  which  had 
already  been  worn  as  clothing. 

Captains  Marchand  and  Chanal  and  others 
of  the  principal  officers  went  on  fliore  in  the  after- 
noon. They  had  ordered  the  boat's  crew  to  take 
fome  arms  ;  but  there  was  no  necelîity  for  making 
ufe  of  them  ;  the  behaviour  of  the  natives  was 
peaceable  and  friendly  :  they  even  fhewed  them- 
felves  officious,  and  affifled  the  failors  in  filling  a 
few  cafks  with  water  :  it  was  not,  it  is  true,  with- 
out having  previoufly  ftipulated  for  the  remunera- 
tion which  fhould  be  made  to  them  ;  but  the  price 
of  their  labour  was  only  a  few  metal  rings.  Cap- 
tain Marchand  and  his  party  vifited  the  fettle- 
ments  on  the  wqù.  coafl:  which  the  natives  appear 
never  to  occupy  for  a  conftancy,  but  merely 
during  the  flay  which  the  trading  ffiips  make  iit 
their  bay,  and  at  the  time  when  they  are  engaged 
in  fifhing  for  their  winter  (lock.  As  they  carry 
with  them  all  their  moveable  property,  their  lances, 
their  darts,  their  fifliing-harpoons,  and  their 
6  cooking 
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cooking  utenfils  ;  they  can  fettle,  for  a  time, 
wherever  any  motive  determines  them  to  make  a 
halt*  One  of  thefe  temporary  refidences  whicii 
the  French  vifited,  and  which  was  fixed  at  the  en- 
trance of  a  wood,  confifted  of  a  hut  built  with  a 
few  ftakçs  driven  into  the  ground.  The  upper 
end  of  thefe  ftakes,  fometimes  replaced  by  war- 
lances,  fupports  branches  of  trees,  dry  or  green, 
laid  acrofs,  interwoven  fo  as  to  leave  no  opening  in 
the  middle  of  the  roof,  and  covered  with  tanned 
ikins  and  fir-bark  dripped  ofi  in  large  pieces  :  this 
paltry  flied  is  fcarcely  fufficient  to  fiielter  them 
from  the  rain.  The  fire  is  put  in  the  middle, 
and  fometimes  on  the  outfide  of  the  hut  ;  and  the 
pots,  which  had  been  fold  to  them  in  the  morning, 
were  already  feen  in  ufe.  Each  family  occupies 
one  of  thefe  retreats  ;  but  if  the  rain  be  too  abun- 
dant and  the  wind  too  fharp  *,  two  huts  are  fet 
back  to  back,  and  the  fire  is  placed  in  the  middle 
of  the  fpace  which  they  occupy. 

Captain  Marchand,  before  he  flepped  into 
his  boat,  propofed  to  one  of  the  Americans  to  take 
him  on  board  his  fhip  ;  they  all  confented,  but  on 
condition  that  one  of  the  French  fhould  be  left  on 
fhore;  and  it  maybe  fuppofed  that  they  manifell 
no  lefs  prudence  and  finelTe  in  their  political  con- 
dud,  than  they  had  difplayed  in  their  concerns  in 
trade  :  with  payments  received  in  hand  and  hoO:- 

*  Obfervations  of  Roblef, 

ages. 
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ages,  neither  perfons  nor  property  can  be  expofed. 
They  and  the  French  did  not  part  without  (hew- 
ing each  other  reciprocal  marks  of  friendfliip  ;  and 
the  Americans  gave  the  latter  to  underftand,  that 
if  they  could  be  certain  that  the  fhip  would  ftay 
ten  days  in  the  bay,  they  would  go  and  hunt  in 
the  interior  of  the  country,  and  thence  bring 
back  more  furs  of  every  fpecies  than  their  vifiters 
would  wifh  to  purchafe. 

The  fame  natives  with  whom  the  French  had 
traded  on  the  13th,  came  on  board  the  (hip  on  the 
14th.  The  market  was  not  fo  well  fupplied  as  it 
had  been  on  the  preceding  day  :  however,  a  few 
prime  otter-lkms,  and  feveral  others  of  lefs  value 
were  purchafed.  When  the  traffic  was  over,  the 
greater  part  of  the  canoes  returned  to  the  eaft 
coaft,  whence  they  had  been  obferved  to  come 
when  the  fliip  appeared  at  the  entrance  of  the-, 
bay  :  thofe  by  whom  they  were  navigated,  on 
taking  leave  of  the  French,  aifured  them  that 
they  would  fpeedily  return  with  a  frefh  flock  of 
furs  :  it  is  highly  probable  that  fhey  were  going 
to  traffic  for  them  among  their  neighbours,  with 
part  of  the  European  commodities  which  they  had 
received  as  the  price  of  the  former  ;  and,  no  doubt, 
they  fully  intended  to  make  the  Grangers  pay 
dearly  for  brokerage  and  commiffion. 

The  traffic  continued  the  following  days  :  a  few 
canoes  came  from  the  coail:  of  Pitt's  Ifland,  off 
which  the  fibip  was  at  anchor  5  others,  from  the 

eaft 
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eaft  coafl  or  the  main  land)  both  were  conduced 
by  the  fame  men  with  whom  the  French  had  al- 
ready traded  :  on  this  occafion  they  obtained  feveral 
furs,  among  which  were  fome  fme  otter-lkins  that 
appeared  to  be  thofe  of  animals  very  recently 
killed.  The  furriers  embarked  in  the  Solide 
were  employed  in  examining  all  the  fkins,  in  beate 
ing  them  in  order  to  free  them  of  dufl  and  ver- 
min, and  in  dreiïing  thofe  which  were  ftill  frefh^ 
fo  as  to  infure  their  prefervation  till  the  fhip's 
arrival  in  Cfiina.  In  the  mean  time,  parties  v/ere 
fent  on  fliore  to  cut  wood,  and  fill  water,  and  all 
the  preparations  for  failing  were  made  ;  v;hile,  in 
repeated  excurfions,  our  voyagers  acquired  re- 
fpeding  the  country  and  the  race  of  men  who 
inhabit  it,  all  the  knowledge  which  the  difficulty 
of  making  themfelves  underdood  by  the  natives, 
and  the  obligation,  didated  by  a  regard  for  their 
own  fafety,  of  not  going  too  far  from  the  coafl,  al- 
lowed them  to^  procure.  As  foon  as  the  Ameri- 
cans perceived  thr>t  the  fliip  was  preparing  to  quit 
the  bay,  they  difplayed  all  that  they  had  left  for 
fale;  but  the  certainty  of  her  approaching  de- 
parture could  not  induce  them  to  lower  their 
price  ;  there  reigned  among  them  an  underflanding 
that  proves  either  a  great  habit  in  barter,  or  a  fm- 
gular  intelligence,  which,  with  them,  fupplies  the 
place  of  a  long  pradice  in  commerce  :  their  obfti- 
nacy  in  not  reducing  their  pretenfions,  was  fuch^ 
that  fome  of  them  were  feen  remaining  conftantly 
VOL.  I,  y  {ox 
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for  two  days  together  round  the  flilp,  with  furs 
which  they  in  the  end  carried  on  fhore  again,  be- 
caufe  their  vifiters  refufed  to  give  the  exorbitant 
price  which  they  had  not  been  afhamed  to  demand 
for  theni. 

Captain  Marchand,  on  comparing  the  quan-r 
tity  of  furs  which  he  had  procured  in  Tchinki- 
TÂNAY  Bay,  with  that  which  Captain  Dixon  had 
pbtained  there,  in  1787,  found  that,  without  hav- 
ing had  equal  fuccefs,  he  had  no  reafon  to  regret 
the  time  which  he  had  fpent  at  this  anchorage  :  he 
judged  that  he  had  exhaufted  all  that  the  bay  could 
furnifh,  and  that  a  longer  flay  would  not  procure 
an  increafe  of  profit  which  cojild  compenfate  for 
the  daily  expenfe  of  the  fhip. 

He  had  purchafed  : 

100  primé  otter-fidns,  the  greater  part  raw  or  half 
drefled  ; 

250  cub  otter-fkins  of  a  light  colour  ; 

36  whole  bear-ikins  and  13  half  fkins  ; 

A  confiderable  quantity  of  otter-fldns  cut  into 
ilrips,  of  an  inferior  quality,  the  greater  part 
of  them  much  worn,  which  might  be  eftimated 
at  150  fkins  ^ 

37  feal-fkins  ; 

60  fkins  of  beavers,  racoons,  and  other  animals  ; 
A  bag  containing  a  few  fquirrel-fkins  and  feveral 

otters'  rails  ; 
A  carpet  of  marmot  or  mountain-rat  fkins. 

Another 
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Another  carpet  compofed  partly  of  marmot-lkîns, 
partly  of  bear-fldns. 

The  Journal  of  Dixon's  voyage,  the  only  one 
that  we  know  of  till  this  day,  in  which  mention  is 
made  of  Tchînkitânay  Bay  under  the  name  of 
Norfolk  Sound,  enters  not  into  great  details  re- 
fpe<5ling  the  country  and  the  inhabitants  ;  but  that 
of  Captain  Ghana l  fupplies  this  deficiency  to  ad- 
vantage. 

Although  the  tribes  difTeminated  over  the 
NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  AMERICA,  prcfeut  them- 
felves  with  appearances  v^^hich  announce  a  great 
affinity  between  them,  although  we  have  already 
received  from  Captain  Cook  notions  tolerably  ex- 
tenfive  concerning  a  race  of  men  till  then  un- 
known to  Europe,  I  have  thought  that  a  few 
details  concerning  a  particular  tribe,  although  de- 
prived of  the  attradion  of  novelty,  attached  to  a 
difcovery,  would  not  be  altogether  unintereding  : 
the  obferver  who  introduces,  into  his  inquiry,  in- 
formation already  derived  from  the  account  of  his 
predecelTors,  feizes  on  anecdotes  which  have 
efcaped  a  firfl  infpedion,  fliades,  which,  in  a 
moral  as  well  as  in  a  phyfical  fenfe,  are  grada- 
tions from  one  variety  to  anqther  in  the  human, 
fpecies. 

Every  thing  leads  us  to  believe  that  the  Spani- 
ards, who,  in  1775,  difcovered  Mount  San  Ja- 
cinto, and  Cape  DEL  Engano,  named  fmce  by 
Captain  Cook  Mount  Edgecumbe  and  Cape 
XJ  2  Edge- 
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Edgecumbe,  alfo  difcovered  Tchinkitanay 
Bay,  which  mud  be  that  on  which  they  impofed 
the  name  of  Baya  de  Guadalupa  :  or  rather  we 
may  fay  that  it  is  indicated  in  the  Journal  of  An- 
tonio Maurelle  with  circumftances  which  muffc 
leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  identity  of  the  two  bays  *. 
"  On  the  17th  of  Auguft,"  fays  the  Spanifh  pi- 
lot, "  the  wind  blew  moderate  frofn  the  fouth,  by 
means  of  which  we  entered  a  bay  fituated  in  lati- 
tude  ç^f  iiV'  I  obferve  that  Maurelle 
places  Cape  del  Engano  in  57°  2',  and  if  we  add 
thereto  8  or  9  minutes  that  the  head  of  the  bay, 
which  ftretches  from  fouth  to  north,  is  more  north- 
erly than  the  cape,  we  find,  within  a  minute,  the 
latitude  of  the  bay,  fuch  as  it  is  given  in  the  jour- 
nal.   But  the  defcription  which  he  gives  of  the 

*  SeCy  in  the  Introduction,  the  Voyage  q>î  D.  jftian  de 
j^yala'm  1 775,  and  that  of  Captain  Cook  m  1778. 

Captain  Dixon  appears  to  acknowledge  the  identity  of  the 
bay  whiçh  he  calls  Norfolk  Sound,  with  that  which  the  Spa- 
niards had  r\-à\r,tà  Baya  de  Guadalupa.    '*  Amongft  the  people 
who  came  to  trade  with  us,"  fays  the  Editor  of  the  voyage, 
was  an  old  man  who  feemed  remarkably  intelligent  :  he  gave 
"  us  to  underftand,  that  a  good  while  ago  there  had  been  two 
**  veffels  at  anchor  near  this  place,  one  of  which  was  confider- 
'^^  ably  larger  than  ours  ;  that  they  carried  a  great  number  pf 
**  guns,  and  that  the  people  refembled  us  in  colour  and  drefs. 
**  He  fhewed  us  a  white  fhirt  they  had  given  him,  and  which 
**  he  feemed  to  regard  as  a  great  curiofity  :  on  examining  it, 
^*       found  it  made  after  the  Spanifh  falhion,  and  immediately 
judged  thefe  veffels  defcribed  by  this  Indian  to  be  the  Spani- 
ards  who  (as  I  have  already  related)  were  on  this  coafl  in  the 
year  1775."    {Dixon^ s  Voyage,  pages  182  and  183.) 


Baya 
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Baya  de  Guadalupa,  would  difpel  every  doubt* 
if  its  geographical  pofition  could  leave  any. 
This  bay,"  adds  he,  "  was  three  leagues  wide 
at  its  mouth,  and  was  proteded  from  the  north 
*V  by  Cape  del  Engano.  On  the  fide  oppofite 
"  to  this  cape,  we  difcovered  a  port  more  than  a 
"  league  wide  at  the  entrance,  perfedlly  fecure 
"  from  ail  winds  but  thofe  which  blow  from  the 
"  fouth." 

This  is  the  defcription  of  Tchinkitanay  Bay  ; 
and  what  Maurelle  calls  The  Port,  is,  no 
doubt,  the  northern  part  of  the  bay,  a  narrow  part, 
cnclofed  by  iflands^  and  which  muft  form  a  fort  of 
harbour  :  it  neither  Was  vifited  by  the  Englilh,  nor 
the   French*.     By  fubftituting  the    name  of 

TCHIN- 

*  On  reading  Maurelîeh  Journal,  we  fiïould  at  firft  be 
tempted  to  think  that  the  entrance  of  his  Bay  de  Guadalupa  h 
fituated  to  the  northward  of  Cape  del  Engano  ;  for  it  is  there 
mentioned  that  on  the  i6th  of  Auguft,  the  Spanifh  navigators 
difcovered  Cape  f/^'/ jÉ'«^^«o,  and  that^  the  next  day  (after  hav- 
ing ftoodto  the  northv/ard),  they  entered  a  bay  which  received 
the  name  of  Guadalupa  ;  and  as,  at  the  fame  time,  Maurelle 
gives  for  the  latitude  of  Cape  del  Engano  57^  2',  and  for  that 
of  the  bay,  57^  11  ;  it  would  appear  that  the  entrance  of  the 
bay  is  fituated  9  minutes  to  the  northward  of  the  cape.  This 
firft  account  has  deceived  fome  geographers,  who  have  ima- 
gined that  the  Bay  of  Guadalupa  muft  be  the  Bay  of  IJlandsy 
which  Captain  Cook  explored  to  the  northward  of  Cape  del 
Engano  {^\^  Q,z.-^ç.  Edgecumhe^,  and  which  is  the  Puerto  de  los 
Remedlos  of  the  Spaniards.  In  order  to  be  convinced  that  the 
entrance  of  the  Bay  of  Guadalupa,  relatively  to  the  general  di* 
reftion  of  the  coaft,  is  to  the  Southward  and  not  to  the  north- 
ward of  Cape  del  Engano,  it  is  fufficient  to  pay  attention  to 

V  %  what 
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TcHiNKiTÂNAY  to  that  of  GuADALUPA  and  to 
/that  of  Norfolk,  I  reftore  to  the  bay  what  belongs 
to  it,  the  name  which  it  has  received  from  its  in- 
habitants :  if  we  were  willing  to  ad  in  this  man- 
ner in  regard  to  all  the  places  whofe  proper  names 
are  known,  we  (hould  preferve  the  nomenclature 
of  geography,  from  thofe  variations,  annual  as  it 
were,  which  have  no  other  obje^St  than  to  gratify 
the  caprice  or  the  vanity  of  a  navigator. 

The  plan  which  is  to  be  feen  in  the  account  of 
Dixon's  voyage  and  one  drawn  by  Captain 
Chanal,  can  be  exad  only  for  a  portion  of  the 
well  coafl  of  the  bay,  that  which  begins  at  the 
northern  point  of  the  cove  where  the  Solide  an- 
chored, and  which,  pafling  by  the  point  named  by 
Dixon,   White's   Point,   is  terminated  to  the 


what  Maurelle  fays  \\\  his  defcriptîon  of  the  bay,  that  it  is 
proteSed from  the  north  by  Cape  dd  Engano  :  it  is  therefore  to 
the  fouthward  of  that  cape.  But,  although  the  entrarxe  of 
the  bay  is  to  the  fouthward  of  the  cape,  the  head  of  the  bay  is 
more  northerly,  becaufe  it  runs  from  fouth  to  north  for  an 
extent  of  8  or  9  minutes  ;  and  it  is,  no  doubt,  its  northern 
part,  or  what  he  calls  the  port,  that  he  places  in  57°  i  T,  while 
the  entrance  is  in  57*^  2',  that  is,  in  the  fame  latitude  as  Cape 
del  Engano,  which  forms  this  entrance  on  the  weftern  fide. 
This  opinion  is  confirmed  by  what  is  related  in  Dixon'' s  Jour- 
nal, where  we  fee  that  "  the  old  man,"  mentioned  in  the  pre- 
ceding note,  in  giving  them  to  underftand  that  fhips  like  thofe 
belonging  to  the  Enghfli  had  formerly  touched  at  Tch'inhiîâ- 
nay,  "when  defcribing  the  fituation  of  the  above  fhips, 
'  **  always  pointed  vp  the  found,  to  the  northward,  '*  (  See  Dixon'' s 
Voyage,  page  183.) 
*  Ihid.  page  184. 
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Weft  ward  by  Cape  del  Engano,  At  the  pitch 
of  this  cape  or  point  is  a  reef,  furrounded  by  a 
fand-bank,  which  extends  upwards  of  a  mile  to 
the  fouth-eaft.  To  the  eaftward  of  the  extremity 
of  this  ledge^  and  at  the  diftance  of  a  mile  and  a 
half,  are  feen  fix  iflots  which  form  a  chain  in  a 
north  and  fouth  line  ;  and  to  the  eaftward  of  the 
chain,  is  perceived  a  feventh  iflot  detached  from 
the  group.  There  is  a  good  paflage  between  ^this 
chain  of  iflots  and  the  ledge  off  White's  Point  :  in 
the,  channel  there  are  from  twenty  to  twenty-five 
fathoms.  Captain  Chanal  fays  that  the  direâ:ion 
of  the  chain  of  iflots,  in  regard  to  the  reef,  is 
about  two  points  more  to  the  eaftward  than  it  ap- 
pears in  Captain  Dixon's  Plan.  On  afcending 
from  White's  Point  towards  the  north-eaft,  fol- 
lowing the  direftion  of  this  part  of  the  coaft,  three 
"andy  coves  are  fucceflively  met  with  ;  thefe  are 
eparated  by  rocky  points  which  extend  even  with 
the  water's  edge  to  fome  di fence  from  the  land> 
and  round  which  the  fea  breaks.  It  is  prefumed 
"hat  DixoN  anchored  in  the  firft  cove,  where  was 
und  from  twelve  to  feven  fathoms  water,  with 
fometimes  a  fandy^  and  fometimes  a  rocky  and  gra- 
elly  bottom  :  to  anchor  here  does  not  appear  fafe  ; 
ixoN  had  about  twentv  fathoms  of  his  cable  rub« 
bed  by  the  rocks,  and,  it  being  thereby  rendered 
unfit  for  fervice,  he  was  obliged  to  condemn  it 

^  Ses  Dli^on's  Voyage^  page  192. 

4  la 
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în  the'north  cove,  which  îs  the  third,  and  in  which 
the  French  anchored,  the  lead  indicated  a  fine  bot- 
tom of  black  fand  ;  and  the  depth  of  water  was 
from  eleven  to  fifteen  fathoms  to  the  diflance  of  a 
mile  and  a  miie  and  a  half  from  the  fhore.  A 
fandy  and  gravelly  beach,  fituated  between  a  rocky 
point  and  a  rivulet,  affords  an  eafy  landing.  The 
courfe  for  reaching  this  cove  is  north,  when  palling 
nearly  in  mid-channel,  you  have  doubled  the  fpit  of 
the  reef  off  White's  Point.  You  may,  without 
fear,  pafs  between  the  reef  and  the  fix  iflots,  provided 
you  have  a  fleady  breeze,  or  caufe  your  veffel  to 
be  towed  by  boats  ;  for,  if  you  are  caught  in  a 
calm,  you  would  not  have  the  refource  of  drop- 
ping an  anchor;  the  bottom  being  rocky.  There 
are  twenty  fathoms  water,  on  the  edge  of  the  reef  ; 
and  yet  the  furface  of  the  fea  in  this  part  is  flrewn 
with  marine  plants  which  adhere  to  the  bottom  *  ; 
of  thefe,  are  diftinguifhed  two  fpecies,  the  Fucus 
giganteUs  of  Mr.  Banks  and  Dr.  Solander,  and 
another,  as  tall  as  the  former,  but  which  differs 
from  it  in  other  refpedls.  It  is  not  till  after  you 
have  doubled  the  reef,  that  you  find  a  bottom  fit 
for  anchoring.  The  good  anchorage  is  fituated  a 
mile,  or  a  little  more,  from  the  fliore,  oppofite  the 
mouth  of  a  rivulet,  in  twelve  fathoms,  fine  black 
fand.  In  this  pofition,  WniTE's  Point  ought  to 
bear  fouth  fouth- wefl  2*^  weft,  at  the  diftance  of 
three  or  four  miles  5  the  point  w^hich,  to  the 


*  Obfervations  of  Rohlct, 
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northward,  terminates  the  part  occupied  by  the 
three  coves,  north-north-eaft  5  or  6°  north  ;  and 
Mount  San  Jacinto,  weft-fouch-weft  2  or 
weft.  A  fliip  which  occupies  this  anchorage  may 
difpenfe  with  mooring;  for  the  v/inds  from  the 
fouthward,  which  could  be  the  only  ones  to 
dread,  never  exercife  their  violence  in  the  feafon 
when  traffic  can  induce  veffels  to  anchor  in  the 
bay. 

Although  the  lead  indicates  a  good  bqttom  in  the 
cove  where  the  French  anchored,  yet  it  is  prudent 
to  buoy  up  the  cables,  or  at  leaft  to  keckle  them  *  ; 
for  the  Solide  having  examined  hers  on  the 
fécond  day  of  her  anchoring,  they  were  found 
damaged  in  feveral  places  ;  however,  on  founding 
all  round  the  fhip^.  the  bottom  had  proved  to  be 
fandy  with  fmall  pebbles  :  no  doubt,  there  are 
rocks  under  this  fand  5  perhaps  too,  there  exift 
feme  fcattered  pieces  which  the  lead  had  not 
met  with,  when  this  part  of  the  bay  had  been 
founded. 

Water  may  be  conveniently  filled  at  the  rivulet 
m  this  cove  :  it  is  impregnated  with  a  hue  of  plants 
and  wood,  which  gives  it  a  reddifii  colour,  capable 
of  difgufting,  if  it  w^ere  not  known  to  be  light  and 
of  a  good  quality. 

f  To  keckle  a  cable  is  to  wind  old  rope  round  it,  leaving  a 
fmall  interval  between  the  turns.  This  is  done  to  preferve  it 
from  being  rubbed  in  foul  gro\xnd*^Tran/Iator^ 

Captaia 
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Captain  Dixon  has  fixed  the  latitude  of  the  cove 
where  he  anchored  at  57°  3'  north,  and  its  longi- 
tude, weft  from  the  meridian  of  Paris,  at  137"^  58' 
1 5"  *.  According  to  the  obfervations  of  Captains 
Marchand  and  Cfianal,  the  anchorage  of  the 
French,  a  little  more  to  the  nothward  than  that 
of  the  Englilli,  is  fituated  in  latitude  57"  4',  and 
longitude  137°  59'.  In  1787,  Dixon  had  found 
the  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle  24°  towards 
the  eaft  ;  in  1791,  it  was  obferved  to  be  28'' 45'. 

The  time  of  high  water,  on  the  full  and  change 
days,  appears  not  to  have  been  known  either  by 
the  Englifh  or  the  French  ;  Captain  Chanal  fays 
only  that,  three  days  before  the  full  moon,  it  was 
high  fea  on  the  coaft  of  the  cove  where  the  So- 
lide lay,  at  half  paft  three  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon ;  and  that,  two  days  prior  to  the  fame 
phafes,  he  obferved  that  it  was  low  water  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning  ;  but  that,  at  three  quar- 
ters paft  ten,  the  change  of  the  tide  had  been  felt 
at  the  place  where  the  fhip  lay  at  anchor. 

The  north  and  north-eaft  parts  of  the  bay  prefent 
feveral  iflands  in  front  of  the  main  land  ;  and  be-* 
tween  the  mountains  are  perceived  two  large  breaks: 
it  feems  likely  that  it  is  by  one  of  thefe  outlets, 
and  probably  by  the  one  to  the  weftward,  that 
the  channel  which  feparates  from  the  continent 
Pitt's  Ifland,  explored  by  Portlogk's  boat  in 

*  See  Dlxon^s  Voyage,  page  J  84» 
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1787,  Opens  into  the  bay;  and  It  might  be  fup- 
pofed  that  the  other,  that  to  the  eaftward,  is  the 
entrance  of  a  channel  of  communication  with  Port 
Banks,  difcovered,  in  that  fame  year,  by  Captain 
Dixon  and  fituated  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  Tchin- 
KITÂNAY  Bay  :  this  communication  would  make 
a  large  ifland  of  ail  the  high  lands  which  appear 
^ji  the  eaftern  part  ofthe  bay. 

If  it  were  difcovered,  in  the  fequel,  that  the  eaft 
coaft  which  is  not  yet  known,  affords  any  ^ood  an- 
chorage, it  would  deferve  a  preference  over  thofe 
to  the  weilward;  for  it  has  been  feen  that  the 
natives  inhabit  the  eafl  coaft  :  it  is  from  this 
quarter  that  they  came  ;  it  is  to  this  quarter  that 
they  always  returned,  in  order  to  fupply,  by  hunt- 
ing, the  place  of  the  furs  which  they  had  bartered. 
It  would  be  the  more  advantageous  to  be  certain 
of  a  fhelter  on  the  eaft  coaft,  as  it  may  be  prefumed 
that  this  bay  will  long  be  frequented  by  Eu- 
ropeans ;  unlefs  a  too  great  concourfe,  by  exciting 
extraordinary  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  natives,  for 
increafing  the  produce  of  their  chace,  Ihould 
bring  on  the  deftrudtion,  or  at  leaft  occafion  a 
fcarcity,  of  the  animals  whofe  furs  fupport  a  lu- 
crative commerce.  If,  as  may  be  expeded,  this 
chief  fource  of  profit  fliould  Ihortly  experience  a 
fenfible  jiiminution,  whale-fifhing  to  which  a  flîip's 
company  may  devote  thçmfelves,  without  going 

*  -5"^^?  in  the  IntrodvCtioNj  Pgrilock's  and  Dhoti's  Foy 
d^es,  1786  and  17^)7.  '  ' 

out 
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out  of  the  bay,  prefents  to  commercial  induflry, 
an  indemnification  which  might  be  fufficient  to 
cover  the  expenfes  of  an  expedition  ;  but  this  would 
be  going  very  far  to  feek  a  profit  which  may  be 
procured  at  fliorter  diftances,  and  which,  no 
doubt,  would  compenfate  for  the  length  and  the 
riilvS  of  the  undertaking. 

Tchinkïtânay  Bay  is  fheltered  on  all  fides  by 
high  mountains  ;  and  it  is  probable  that  theTnow 
which  covers  their  ridges,  never  melts  ;  at  the 
period  when  the  Solide  anchored  here,  the  parch- 
ing heats  of  the  dog-days,  and  a  rain  which  never 
ceafed  to  fall  during  her  flay,  had  not  been  able 
to  make  it  difappear  entirely  ;  there  ftill  remained 
a  good  deal  on  the  mod  elevated  mountains  whichj 
however,  are  clothed  with  trees  to  their  very 
fummit.  A  fnow  that  withftands  the  ardent  rays 
of  the  fummer  funs,  and  the  fall  of  the  waters  j  a 
monotonous  foreft,  the  limits  of  which  the  eye 
cannot  reach,  and  which  lofes  itfelf  in  the  heart 
of  the  country  ;  mountains  whofe  fummits  are  en- 
veloped by  clouds  the  courfe  of  which  they  fuf- 
pend — every  thing  announces  that,  in  this  cli- 
mate, the  reign  of  winter  is  long  and  rigorous  : 
but  man,  the  only  Hving  being  in  nature  that 
alike  refifts  the  burning  heats  of  the  line  and  the 
frozen  blafts  of  the  pole,  here  braves  the  hoary 
froft  and  the  fnow,  like  the  wild  animal  whofe  fkin 
he  appropriates  to  himfelf  by  his  ftrength  or  dex- 
terity. 

The 
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The  environs  of  Tchinkitanay  Bay  prefent 
not,  however,  that  hideous  afpefl  of  fome  coun- 
tries, fituated  in  a  lefs.  elevated  latitude  :  the  fer- 
tility of  the  earth  indicates  that  Nature,  lefs  aban- 
doned to  herfelf,  would  here  repay  the  care  of 
culture.  Firs,  pines,  and  birch-trees  compofe  that 
vaft  foreft,  which  extends  from  the  borders  of  the 
fea  to  the  very  fummit  of  the  hills  and  mountains  : 
but  thofe  wdiich  have  fallen  through  age,  and  the 
mofs  of  which  covers  the  trunks  confumed  by 
time  ;  the  parafitical  plants  which  obftru6l  the  in- 
tervals between  the  trees  ;  all  the  ruins  of  the  ter- 
reftrial  produftions,  render  it  impoiïible  for  a 
ftranger  to  penetrate  into  the  thick  woods,  where, 
BO  doubt,  the  natives  have  contrived  to  clear  for 
themfelves  interior  paths,  which  may  facilitate  their 
marches  in  the  war  that  they  have  declared  againfb 
the  animals  \vhich  difpute  with  them  their  foli- 
tude. 

Shrubs  and  plants  appear  not  to  be  very  nume- 
rous. The  rafpberry-bufli  is  common  ;  its  fruity 
which  is  watery  and  of  a  wild  tafte,  is  large  an4 
plump.  According  to  Captain  Dixon's  Journal, 
great  quantities  of  the  witch-hazel  are  here  met 
with.  Surgeon  Roblet  mentions  it  only  under 
the  name  of  coudrier.  Of  two  other  fhrubs,  with 
the  fpecies  of  Vv^hich  he  was  unacquainted,  the 
one  bears  a  fmall  black  fruit,  like  the  black  cur- 
rant which  we  call  cacis  (jibes  nigriwi)  ;  its  fruit  is 
\vatery,  acidulous,  and  has  not  an  agreeable  fla- 
vour.   The  latter,  fomewhat  different  from  the 

former. 
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former,  produces  a  fmall  red  fruit,  or  berry,  the  ^ 
fubflance  of  which  is  mucilaginous,  and  the  num- 
ber of  its  flones  variable  from  ten  to  fourteen. 
Surgeon  Roblet,  from  whom  I  borrow  thefe  de- 
fcriptions,  fa3^S5  that  he  knows  not  what  could  I 
have  determined  the  EngliOi  navigators  to  give  'to 
this  latter  fhrub  the  name  of  currant-tree  *,  fmce 
neither  the  leaf,  nor  the  fruit  which  is  always  infu- 
Jated,  and  never  in  a  clu flier,  nor  the  tafle,  can  be 
compared  to  that  of  the  Ihrub  which,  in  Europe, 
bears  this  name.  "  The  fruit  of  this  fhrub,"  fays  > 
he,  "  mufl  not  be  confounded  with  an  oblong 
fruit  which  grows  on  a  plant,  and  not  on  a 
Hirab  :  the  latter,  by  its  form,  refembles  that 
of  the  cornel-tree;  but  it  has  no  ftone,  and  is 
not  good  to  be  eaten/'  Here  are  alfo  found  the 
flrawberry-plant  and  feveral  fpecies  of  ferns  :  it^ 
is  well  known  that  in  New  Zealand,  and  in 
fome  other  countries  where  culture  has  not  multi^ 
plied  the  productions  of  the  earth  fit  for  the  nou- 
rifhment  of  man,  the  tender  root  of  this  latter  plant  1 
is  employed  as  food. 

Moll  of  the  plants  were  ftill  in  flower,  and 
others  were  already  grown  up.  Among  thofe 
which  were  feen  in  flower,  two  were  diftinguiflied  ; 
a  fpecies  of  lily  of  the  valley  QiUum  convallimi) 

*  The  Editor  of  Dixon^s  voyage  contents  himfelf  with  ap- 
plying the  names  of  'ujild  goojeherry  and  wild  currant-trees  to  two 
Ihrubs  which  the  Englifli  faw  at  Norfoû  Sound;  but  he  gives 
no  defcriptionof  their  fruit.   [^tQ  Dixon's  Voyage,  page  185.) 

whofe 
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whofe  flower  is  blue,  and  larger  than  our  commou 
lily;  and  another  plant,,  the  ftem  of  which,  two 
or  three  feet  high,  bears,  at  the  height  of  about 
eight  inches,  blue  flowers. 

On  the  fhore  was  feen  a  fmall  fpace  fown  with 
peas,  which  appeared  to  be  two  months  old  :  their 
tafl:e  was  a  little  bitter  ;  but ,  this  might  be  attri- 
buted to  their  flems  being  choaked  with  weeds.  It 
remains,  methinks,  to  be  known  whether  this 
plant  be  indigenous.  The  Europeans  who  touched 
at  TcHiNKiTANAY  before  Captain  Marchand, 
may  have  there  fowîi  fome  peas  :  however,  as,  ia 
the  fequel,  this  plant  was  found  in  great  quantities 
on  one  of  the  Queen  Charlotte's  Iflands,  and 
in  the  parts  where  we  are  almofl:  certain  that  the 
French  were  the  firfl;  who  landed,  we  revert  to 
the  idea  that  it  may  be  indigenous  in  this  part  of 
North  America. 

"  I  did  not,"  fays  Surgeon  Roblet,  "  find  the 
"  plant  which  Dixon  calls  wild  celery  ;  or,  if  that 
which  was  prefented  to  me  as  celery,  be  the 
"  fame  as  that  to  which  he  applies  that  name,  I 
neither  recognized  it  in  the  leaf,  nor  the  root  of 
our  ache  or  wild  celery,  fl:ill  lefs  a  flavour  that 
could  remind  me  of  it  even  in  a  flight  degree. 
In  this  uncertainty,  I  durfl:  not  recommend  the 
ufe  of  it  to  the  Solide's  crew,  nor  that  of 
"  another  plant  which  bears  fome  refemblance  to 
"  our  parfley,   but  the  fl:em  of  which  is  much 
"  thicker.    If  our  people/'  adds  he,  "  had  been 

"  attacked 
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"  attacked  by  the  fcurvy,  and  the  ufe  of  vege- 
tables  been  commanded  by  urgent  necefTity,  I 
*^  fhould  have  thought  I  might  truft  fomething  to 
"  chance  ;  but  the  good  health  which  they  en- 
*^  joyed  made  it  my  duty  to  be  more  cautious." 

Captain  Chanal  partook  not  of  the  fears  of 
Surgeon  Roblet  ;  he  ate  twice,  by  way  of  fal- 
lad,  and  in  a  pretty  large  quantity,  of  the  fpecies 
of  plant  which  was  taken  for  wild  celery,  and  he 
was  not  incommoded  by  it.  As  for  the  paifley^ 
it  appears  by  Dixon's  Journal,  that  that  com- 
mander caufed  great  quantities  of  it  to  be  gathered, 
that  he  found  it  excellent  eating,  either  as  a 
fallad,  or  boiled  with  foup  *  ^  and  he  felt  no  incgn* 
venience. 

Î  have  thought  proper  to  oppofe  thefe  two  ex- 
amples to  the  opinion  of  Surgeon  Roblet.  1  am 
very  far  from  blaming  his  prudence  :  but  as  vege? 
tables,  and  particularly  wild  celery,  are  a  fpecific 
prefervative  againft  the  fea-fcurvy,  at  the  fame 
time  that  they  are  a  powerful  cure  for  men  who 
are  attacked  by  it,  it  was  incumbent  on  me  to  guard 
feamen  againft  the  impreffion  which  might  be  made 
on  them,  and  juftly  too,  by  the  doubts  and  au- 
thority of  an  enlightened  obferver,  of  an  officer 
of  heahh  who  unites  experience  to  the  theory  of 
Jiis  art  ;  it  v.  as  incumbent  on  me  to  prove  to  them, 
by  the  trial  made  of  it  by  two  navigators  whole 

'èit  Dixon' s  Vcyage^  p^g^  ''^5' 
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teftimony  commands  confidence,  that  they  might 
eat  with  fafety  the  wild  celery  and  the  parfley  which 
the  foil  of  TcHiNKiTANAY  produces,  and  which 
muft  iikewife  be  found  on  the  other  parts  of  the 

NORTH-WEST  COafl  of  AMERICA. 

According  to  the  account  of  Surgeon  Roblet, 
all  the  open  fpots  produce  in  abundance  a  gramine- 
ous plant,  the  ft  em  and  ear  of  which  refemble 
thofe  of  the  rye  of  Europe  ;  but  the  grain  of  it 
was  not  ripe,  and  he  could  not  determine  to  what 
fpecies  it  belongs.    "  I  am  at  leafl:  alTured,"  fays 
he,  that  this  plant  was  not  brought  from  Eu- 
ROPE  ;  it  is  fo  multiplied  that  it  cannot  but 
be  indigenous  :  and,  no  doubt,  the  labour  of 
man   and  confiant  culture  might  improve  it> 
"  and  render  its  grain  fit  to  become  „an  article  of 
"  food/' 

Mod  of  the  other  plants  that  are  met  with  on 
the  coafl,  or  on  the  fkirts  of  the  woods,  differ 
not  from  thofe  which  France  reckons  among  her 
indigenous  plants. 

Captain  Marchand,  who  wifhed  to  leave  on 
this  land  an  European  favour,  intended  to  fow 
here  fome  feeds  of  our  efculent  vegetables,  fuch 
as  thofe  of  cucumbers,  peas,  French  beans,  &c.  ; 
but  he  found  that  the  feafon  was  too  far  advanced 
to  afford  him  the  hope  that  thefe  legumes  would 
arrive  at  maturity  that  year;  and,  fuppofmg  th:it 
^he  feeds  had  come  up,  rottemiefs  would  fpeedily 
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have  deflroyed  the  plants,  if  it  had  not  beforehand 
deflroyed  the  fprouts. 

The  only  quadruped  that  our  voyagers  faw 
alive,  is  the  domeflic  dog.  It  is  of  the  race  of 
the  jÏKpherd's  dog  ;  but  his  hair  is  longer  and 
fofter.  His  feet  are  extremely  large  ;  the  tail  is 
bufhy,  the  muzzle  long  and  pointed,  the  ear 
erecl,  the  eye  fharp,  the  body  thick  ;  and  his 
hei;.:ht  may  be  about  eighteen  inches.  He  barks 
little,  and  appears  timid  with  ftrangers.  He  wel- 
comes and  carefifes  his  mafcer,  but  careffes  him 
alone.  The  Tchinkitanayans  boaft  much  of  the 
attachment,  the  intelligence,  and  the  courage  of 
this  animal,  excellent  for  the  chace,  and  bold  in  the 
water.  Surgeon  Rob  let  remarks,  however,  that 
a  young  dog  which  he  had  purchafed,  on  feeing 
from  the  fhip  feme  Americans  on  the  fhore,  at  a 
very  little  diftance  from  the  Solide,  never  durft 
jump  into  the  water,  although,  by  his  motions,  he 
inanifeded  the  greateft  eagernefs  to  go  and  join 
them.  It  is  probable  that,  at  Tchinkitanay,  as 
elfewhere,  the  dog,  in  order  to  esercife  the  pie- 
3;iitude  of  his  faculties,  requires  that  man,  whofe 
companion  and  friend  he  is,  fhould  have  improved 
them  in  him  by  education  :  the  reafon  of  the  one 
makes  the  inflind  of  the  other  ferve  for  their 
mutual  wants  and  pleafures. 

The  fea-otter  cannot  be  clafled  among  terreftrial 
aniinals,  although   it  inhabits  the  land  much 

more 
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more  than  the  water  ;  it  belongs  to  the  clafs  of 
amphibious  animals  ;  however,  the  foramen  ovale  is 
not  open,  and  the  communication  of  the  ^ena  cava 
to  the  aorta^  by  the  partition  of  the  heart,  not 
fubfifting  in  this  animal,  refpiration,  and  con- 
fequently  the  motion  of  the  lungs,  is  necefîary  to 
it  for  maintaining  the  circulation  of  the  blood  ; 
it  cannot  make  a  long  flay  under  water  ;  it  is 
obliged  to  return  to  the  furface  or  to  land,  in  order 
to  breathe  frefh  air,  without  which  it  would  be 
fufFocated. 

According  to  Buffon  who  fupports  himfelf 
by  the  teflimony  of  Steller,  the  flefh  of  the  fe- 
males big  with  young,  or  ready  to  bring  forth, 
is  fat  and  tender  ;  that  of  the  cubs  is  tolerably 
delicate,  and  fo  me  what  like  that  of  the  lamb  ; 
but  the  flefti  of  the  old  ones  is  generally  very  tough. 

It  was/'  fays  Steller,  who  was  embarked  in 
the  fhip  of  the  celebrated  Beering,  when  that  na- 
vigator was  cafl:  away  on  the  ifland  which  bears  his 
name,  "  it  was  our  principal  nourifhment  during 
"  our  long  ftay  on  that  ifland  ;  it  did  us  no 

harm,  although  eaten  alone  and  without  bread, 
"  and  frequently  half  raw  ;  the  liver,  the  kidneys, 
"  and  the  heart  are  abfolutely  fmiilar  to  thofe  of 
^Mhecalft." 

*  Buffon.  H'ljl.  Nat.  Supp  à  rHl/tolre  des  a?timanx  quadru^ 
pedes t  arcicle  de  L,  Saricovienne. 

f  Novi  Commet! farii  Academic  Pdropoh  vol,  ii.  year  i75t» 
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From  this  proof,  we  may  conclude  that,  if  the 
Ruffians,  to  whom  this  was  a  new  kind  of  food, 
were  able  to  fubfift  on  otter  a  whole  winter,  without 
being  inconvenienced  by  it,  that  animal  affords  to, 
the  Tchinkitanayans  who,  from  their  infancy,  may 
be  accuflomed  to  live  on  it,  an  additional  and,  we 
may  fay,  an  inexhauflible  refource  for  their  fub- 
fiftence. 

A  young  otter  alive  was  brought  on  board  of 
the  Solide  ;  feveral  perfons  ate  of  it  by  way  of 
trial  ;  and,  according  to  the  account  of  Captain 
Chanal,  its  flelh  was  found  infipid,  but  without 
any  bad  tafte  that  could  caufe  it  to  be  reje6led. 

Of  all  the  furs  that  commerce  can  draw  from 
the  NORTH-WEST  coail  of  America,  the  fkins  of 
the  fea-otter  being  the  moil:  valuable,  becaufe  they 
are  mofl:  in  requeft  among  the  Chinefe,  whofe 
fancy,  according  to  their  beauty,  raifes  them  to 
exorbitant  prices*,  it  will  not  be  ufelefs  for  the 
information  of  our  navigators,  to  whom  the  di- 
redion  of  this  new  traffic  is  referved,  to  defcribe. 
thefe  furs  at  fome  length  :  this  defcription  will  en- 
able them  to  diflinguiffi  the  prime  fi^ins,  thofe 
which,  in  the  markets  of  China,  yield  the  mofl: 
confiderable  profit;  and  I  borrow  it  from  the 
French  Pliny, 

*  M,  Pallas  fays  that,  at  Kiatcha^  the  old  and  middle-aged 
fea-otter  fliins  are  fold  to  the  Chinefe  per  fl^in  from  80  to  ioq 
roubles,  and  the  o^'orft  fort  from  30  to  ù^o.—  {^Account  of  the 
Ru£tan  DifcoverieSi  8cc.  ^yW.  Coxe,  4to,  pagei  j.) 

«  The 
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"  The  Ikin  of  the  fea-otter,  or  farkovlenne^ 
"  makes  a  very  beautiful  fur  ;  the  Chinefe  pur- 
"  chafe  ahuoft  all  of  them  (we  are  here  fpeaking 

of  the  trade  which  the  Ruffians  carry  on  in  them 
"  with  China);   they  even  pay  for  them  as 

much  as  feventyj  eighty,  and  a  hundred  rubles  * 
"  each  J  and  it  is  on  that  account  that  very  few 
"  of  them  reach  Russia.    The  beauty  of  thefe 

furs  varies  according  to  the  feafon  ;  the  beft 
"  and  handfomeft  are  thofe  of  the  fea-otters  killed 
"  in  the  months  of  March,  Aprils  and  May  :  never- 

thelefs,  thefe  furs  have  the  inconvenience  of 
"  being  thick  and  heavy  ;  but  for  this,  they 
"  would  be  fuperior  to  the  fables,  the  mod  beau- 

tiful  of  which  are  not  of  fo  fine  a  black.  It 
"  muft  not,  however,  be  imagined,  that  the  hair  of 

fea-otters  is  equally  black  in  every  individual  ; 

for  there  are  fome  whofe  colour  is  brownilh^ 
"  like  that  of  the  river-otter;  fome,  which  are 
"  of  a  filvery  colour  on  the  head  ;  feveral,  which 

have  the  head,  the  chin,  and  the  throat  varie- 
"  gated  with  long  hairs  very  white  and  very  foft  ; 

laflly,  others  which  have  the  throat  yellowiOiy 
"  and  which  have  rather  a  felt,  curling,  brown  and 
"  Ihort,  on  the  body,  than  a  real  hair  fit  for  fur  : 

however,  the  brown  or  black  hairs  are  fo  only 
"  for  half  of  their  length  :  all  of  them  are  white 

*  A  ruble  is  about  four  fhillings  and  fixpence  fterling. 
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at  their  root  *,  and  their  length  is,  on  the 
whole,  about  an  inch  or  an  inch  and  a  half  on 
the  back,  the  tail,  and  the  fides  of  the  body  ;  they 
are  fhorter  on  the  head  and  members  ;  but  be- 
neàth  this  firft  long  hair,  there  is,  as  in  fea- 
bears,  a  fpecies  of  down  or  felt,  which  is  of 
a  brown  or  black  colour,  like  The  extremity  of 
the  long  hairs  of  the  body.  The  fkins  of  the 
females  are  eafily  diflinguiflied  from  thofe  of 
the  males,  becaufe  they  are  fmaller,  blacker, 
and  the  hair  is  longer  under  the  belly.  The 
cubs,  when  quite  young,  have  likevi^ife  black 
or  dark  brown,  and  very  long  hair  :  but,  at  the 
age  of  five  or  fix  months,  they  lofe  this  fine 
hair  ;  and,  at  a  year  old,  they  are  covered 
<^  only  with  their  felt  ;  and  they  are  not  again 
*^  clothed  with  this  long  hair  till  the  following 
*^  year.  The  grown  otters  fhed  their  coat,  in  a 
^  manner  different  from  other  animals  ;  a  few 
hairs  fall  in  the  months  of  July  and  Auguft  5 
and  the  others  then  aflume  a  colour  fomewhat 
brown.  Sea-otters  are  commonly  about  two 
feet  ten  inches  in  length  f ,   from  the  tip  of 

*  If  the  ufe  of  thefe  furs  (hould  happen  to  be  eftablifhed  in 
Europe,  "Ùxvà  particalaiity  of  the  whitenefs  of  the  hairs  at  their 
roots,  whatever  their  colour  may  be  in  other  reipeéts,  will 
fecure  purchafers  from  the  fraud  of  furriers  who  might  wifh  to 
give  to  the  hair  of  the  fea  otter,  by  means  of  dying,  a  colour 
lhat  is  not  natural  to  it. 
'  I  It  is  probable  that /S/^/Z^r  gives  thismcafure  in  Ruffian  feet* 
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the  muzzle  to  the  ongln  of  the  tail,  vvhich  îs 
about  twelve  or  thirteen  inches  long  ;  their 
weight  is  from  feventy  to  eighty  pounds 
Surgeon  Roblet  affirms  that  the  defcription 
which  BuFFON,  from  the  account  of  StelleRj 
has  given  us  of  the  fea-otter,  is  very  exad  ;  he 
merely  obferves  that  the  otter  of  Tchinkîtânay 
is  larger  than  that  of  Beering's  Ifland  which 
the  Ruffian  do6lor  had  defcribed  ;  it  is  commonly 
three  feet  and  upwards  in  length  before  it  is 
ftretched  ;  he  thinks  that  the  difference  of  the  coa 
lour  indicates  the  difference  of  the  fexes  5  he 
grounds  his  opinion  on  the  circumftance  of  an 
individual,  which  he  found  to  be  a  female^ 
being  entirely  black  ;  and  he  concludes  that 
thofe  whofe  fkins  are  lefs  fo,  are  males  \  he  adds 
that  the  latter  are  the  larger. 

It  might  have  been  fufficient,^'  fays  Captain 
Cook,  "  to  have  mentioned  that  the  fea-otter 
"  abounds  here  (at  NooTKA),as  it  is  fully  defcribed 
"  in  different  books,  taken  from  the  accounts  of 
"  the  Ruffian  adventurers  in  their  expeditions 
eaflward  from  Kamtschatka,  if  there  had 
"  not  been  a  fmall  difference  in  one  that  we  faw. 
"  We,  for  fome  time,  entertained  doubts,  whether 
"  the  rnany  fkins  which  the  natives  brought,  really 
"  belonged  to  this  animal  ;  as  our  only  reafon 
"  for  being  of  that  opinion,  was  founded  on  the 

*  Biifoih'Kx^.  Nat.  hcQ  çitaio. 
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fize,  colour,  and  finenefs  of  the  fur  ;  till  a  fiiort 
while  before  our  departure,  when  a  whole 
one,  that  had  been  jufl:  killed,  was  purchafed 
*^  from  fome  ftrangers  who  came  to  barter  ;  and 
of  this  Mr.  Webber  made  a  drawing.  It  was 
rather  young,  weighing  only  twenty-five  pounds, 
of  a  fliining  or  gloiïy  black  colour  y  but  many 
of  the  hairs  being  tipped  with  white,  gave  it  a 
grayifh  cafl  at  firft  fight.  The  face,  throat  and 
bread  were  of  a  yellowifli  white,  or  very  light 
brown  colour,  which,  in  many  of  the  (kins,  ex- 
tended  the  whole  length  of  the  belly.  It  had 
fix  cutting  teeth  in  each  jaw  ;  two  of  thofe  of 
the  lower  jaw  being  very  minute,  and  placed 
without,  at  the  bafe  of  the  two  middle  ones. 
In  thefe  circumftances,  it  feems  to  difagree  v/ith 
thofe  found  by  the  Ruffians  ;  and  alfo  in  not 
having  the  outer  toes  of  the  hind  feet  fkirted 
with  a  membrane.  There  feemed  alfo  a  greater 
variety  in  the  colour  of  the  fkins  than  is  men- 
tioned  by  the  defcribers  of  the  Ruffian  fea- 
otters.  Thefe  changes  of  colour  certainly  take 
place  at  the  different  gradations  of  life.  The 
very  young  ones  had  brown  hair,  which  was 
coarfe,  with  very  little  fur  underneath  ;  but 
thofe  of  the  fize  of  the  entire  animal,  which 
came  into  our  poffeffion,  and  jufl:  defcribed,  had 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  that  fubflance  y  and 
both,  in  that  colour  and  ftate,  the  fea-otters  feem 
to  remain,  till  they  have  attained  their  fulî 

growth. 
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growth.    After  that,  they  lofe  the  black  colour, 
and  afîume  a  deep  brown  or  footy  colour  ;  but 
"  have  then  a  greater  quantity  of  very  fine  fur, 
and  fcarcely  any  long  hairs.     Others,  which 
we  fufpefted  to  be  ftill  older,  were  of  a  chefnut 
brown  ;  and  a  few  fl^ins  were  feen  that  had  even 
"  acquired  a  perfe6lly  yellow  colour.    The  fur  of 
thefe  animals,  as  mentioned  in  the  Ruffian  ac- 
"  counts,  is  certainly  fofter  and  finer  than  that  of 
any  others  we  know  of  ;  and,  therefore,  the  dif- 
covery  of  this  part  of  the  continent  of  North 
"  America,  where  fo  valuable  an  article  of  com- 
"  merce  may  be  met  with,  cannot  be  a  matter  of 
"  indifference 

It  was  incumbent  on  me  to  make  known  with 
fome  detail  an  animal  whofe  valuable  fkin  is  the 
principal  objeâ:  of  barter  that  attra6ls  Europeans 
to  the  NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  the  New  Continent, 
and  infures  them  great  advantages  in  their  trade 
with  China,  when  prohibition  does  not  prevent 
its  entrance  by  the  fouthern  ports  of  that  empire. 
The  other  animals  which  are  to  be  met  with  at 
TcHiNKiTANAY  and  in  its  environs,  are  already 
known  by  the  enumeration  that  I  have  given  of 
the  different  furs  in  which  the  natives  trade,  and 
which  Captain  Marchand  had  procured  by 
traffic  ;  almoft  all  were  ikins  of  bears,  otters,  and 
cub  otters  ;  he  obtained  only  a  very  fmall  number 

*  Cook^s  Third  Voyage ,  vol.  ii.  pages  295  and  296. 
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of  beaver  Ikins,  none  of  foxes,  but  fome  of  a-  fpe- 
cies  of  rats,  which  might  have  been  taken  for 
fable  fkins^  if  the  furriers  embarked  on  board  the 
Solide  had  not  decided  to  the  contrary.  To 
thefe  animals,  to  which  we  muft  join  the  vifon, 
which  might  be  the  quadruped  taken  for  the  fa- 
ble, let  us  add  the  fquirrel  and  the  marmot  ; 
and  we  fhali  then  know  all  the  quadrupeds  of 

TCHINKITANAY. 

We  have  few  remarks  to  make  concerning 
the  feathered  race  ;  of  birds,  the  fpecies  are  not 
numerous.  The  fea-fowl,  which  frequent  the 
bay,  are  the  gull,  a  fpecies  of  mew,  and  a  diver 
which  appears  to  be  a  fhore-bird  :  in  the  offing, 
were  feen  fome  albatroffes.  The  fhore  and  pond 
birds  are  a  fpecies  of  goofeicntirely  black,  different 
from  that  of  our  climates,  its  head  being  fmaller, 
its  neck  more  llender  and  a  little  longer  :  a  duck^ 
fmaller  than  our  common  duck,  having  on  the 
wings  white  fpots  more  ftrikingiy  marked,  and  the 
bill  a  little  fhorter  ;  herons  quite  black,  and  fo 
wild  that  it  was  never  poflible  to  approach  one  of 
them  near  enough  to  flioot  at  it  ;  lailly,  fea-larks, 
but  few  in  number.  Land-birds  are  ftill  lefs  nu- 
merous :  Surgeon  Roblet  tells  us,  that,  during 
his  flay,  he  faw  only  two  vultures,  a  dozen  of 
ravens,  fome  greenfinches,  and  two  wrens  :  to 
thefe  Captain  Chanal  adds  a  few  eagles.  We 
muft,  doubtlefs,  not  be  aftonifhed,  that,  in  countries 
where  the  winter  is  long  and  fevere,  and  where  the 

foil 
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foil  affords  little  grain,  the  granivorous  fpecles  for- 
fake  a  land  which  refufes  them  fubfifience"  :  thofe 
birds  alone  can  be  invited  thither,  which,  carni- 
vorous like  man,  are  certain  of  living  at  difcretioii 
on  the  remains  of  the  animals  that  he  has  de- 
ftroyed  for  his  necefiities. 

The  fea  and  the  rivers  afford  abundant  refcrirces 
for  the  fubuilence  of  the  inhabitants,  and  for  that 
of  the  crews  of  the  fhips  which  trade  may  attraâ:. 
to  the  bay.  At  low  water,  mufcles,  limpets,  and 
other  fhell  fiili  *  may  be  picked  up  on  the  rocks  5 
however,  thefe  are  fcarce  on  the  wefl  fhore,  the 
only  one  which,  as  yet,  the  Europeans  have  fre- 
''quented,  becaufe  the  natives  carry  them  away  ia 
order  to  live  on  them  during  the  fl:ay  which  they 
make  on  that  coail.  But  the  fea,  and  efpecially 
the  rivers,  abound  with  excellent  fifli  *.  the  river 
where  the  Solids  watered,  yields  falmon  which 
afcend  it  with  the  tide  ;  a  fpecies  of  trout  f,  the 
fleih  of  which  is  flabby  ;  and  a  fifli,  to  which  the 
failors  gave  the  name  of  poifjon-chameaii  (camel- 
fiih),  becaufe,  like  that  quadruped,  it  has  a  bunch 
on  the  back  \  it  is  of  the  fize  of  the  falmon,  but 
flatter,  and  its  flefh  is  not  fo  good  to  the  tafle  : 
on  board  the  fhip  were  caught,  with  hook  and 
line,  various  ground-fiili,  all  of  a  very  good  quality; 

*  There  are  great  quantities  of  mufcles  in  fome  parts  of 
**  the  found,  together  with  a  few  crabs,  Har-fifh,  &c.*' 
{J^'ixon^s  Voyage^  P^g^  1 86.) 

f  Obfervalions  of  Rohku 
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foles  ;  a  fmall  plaice  of  an  excellent  tade  ;  the  /cor- 
tœna  common  on  the  coafts  of  the  Medit£R- 
RANEAN,  the  gills,  the  fpine  of  the  back,  and  all 
the  fins  of  which  are  armed  with  fharp  prickles  that 
make  Very  painful  wounds  in  the  imprudent  hand 
of  him  who  lays  hold  of  them  ;  another  fpecies  of 
red  fifh,  with  fcales  like  the  fcorpœna  of  which  it 
appears  to  be  only  a  variety,  for  its  four  fins  are 
placed  in  the  fame  manner,  and  its  head,  thick  and 
flat-nofed,  is  fcattered  over  with  rugofities,  but  it 
differs  from  it  in  colour  and  fliape.  An  attempt 
was  made  to  ufe  the  trawl  in  the  bay  ;  but  it  was 
not  poffible  to  drag  it  ;  the  bottom,  being  too 
hard,  oppofed  an  infurmountable  refiftance,  and 
nothing  was  taken.  A  boat,  fent  to  the  fouth 
point  of  the  anchorage  which  the  Solide  occupied, 
caught  feveral  pounds  of  excellent  rock-fifh  :  a 
little  time  was  devoted  to  thefe  trials,  through  curi- 
ofity,  and  not  through  want  :  the  fhip's  company 
might  have  lived  comfortably  on  the  produce  of 
their  fifhing-lines  ;  and,  befides,  the  Americans 
difpofed  of  fifh  of  every  fpecies  at  fo  cheap  a  rate, 
and  in  fuch  great  abundance,  that  the  failors  em- 
ployed themfelves  in  procuring  it  perfonally  only 
by  way  of  paftime. 

It  appears  that  Captain  Dixon,  who  had  put 
into  this  bay  towards  the  end  of  June^  did  not 
find  there  the  fame  refources. 

The  inhabitants,"  fays  the  Editor  of  his  Jour- 
nal, "  frequently  caught  halibut,  and  we  faw  large 

quantities 
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quantities  of  falmon  frequently  hung  up  on  fliore 
"  to  dry;  but  they  were  not  willing  to  fell  it, 
which  (hews  that  fifh  is  a  principal  and  favou- 
rite  article  of  food  here  :  we  indeed  purchafed 
a  few  falmon,  but  they  were  of  a  very  inferior 
kind  to  thofe  we  met  with  in  Cook's  River, 
Fifh,  however,  being  the  only  frefli  provifion  in 
our  power  to  obtain,  our  whale-boat  was  fre- 
quently  fent  out  with  fix  hands  to  catch  fifh  for 
the  fhip's  company  ;  they  were  always  tolerably 
fuccefsful,  catching  great  numbers  of  fine  rock« 
filh,  and  fome  hake     but  very  few  halibut  f . 
The  difficulty  experienced  by  Dixon  in  prevail- 
ing on  the  natives  to  difpofe  of  their  fifh  to  him, 
might  depend  ©n  the  feafon,  which,  perhaps,  was 
the  period  when  they  dry  it  for  their  winter-ftock. 
We  are  certain  from  the  account  of  Captain 
Chanal,  and  from  that  of  Surgeon  Rgblet, 
that  fifh  is  not  the  only  food  of  the  Tchinkita- 
nayans,  and  that  they  confume,  for  their  fub- 
fiftence,  legumes,  the  berries  of  feveral  fhrubs, 
fome  wild  fruits,  and  a  part  of  the  flefh  of  the 

*  According  to  lAnnaus,  the  hake  or  gadus  is  the  fourth 
genus  of  the  clafs  of  the  ptfces  jugularest  the  character  of 
which  is  to  have  the  peftoral  fins  terminated  in  a  point,  and 
feven  rays  to  the  membrane  of  the  gills  ;  the  body  elongated, 
and  the  head  cuneiform. 

This  genus  comprehends  fixteen  fpecies,  the  chara6ler  of 
one  of  which  is  to  have  t^cvo  dorfal fins  ;  and  this  fpecies  includes 
the  hake,  the  ling,  the  eel-pout,  and  the  whiftle-fifh. 

f  Dixon's  VoyagCy  page  185. 
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animals  which  they  kill  in  order  to  have  their  (kin. 
It  is  known  that  the  paws  of  bears  are  tolerably 
delicate  eating  ;  and  we  read  in  the  accounts  of 
Travels  to  the  North,  that  people  eat  the  flefli  of 
the  young  cubs,  and  even  that  of  the  bears  when 
they  are  not  too  old  :  that  of  the  fea-otter  may, 
probably,  not  be  the  moft  delicate  of  difhes  5  but 
the  experience  of  the  Ruffians  in  their  fir  ft  voy- 
ages for  the  difcovery  of  the  weft  coaft  of  North 
America,  has  proved  that  it  is  not  a  noxious  ali- 
ment ;  and  the  great  multiplication  of  this  animal 
on  the  NORTH-Vv^EST  coaft,  muft  difpel  all  ap- 
prehenfion   refpecling  the   means  of  fubfiftence 
which  the  country  may  afford  to  its  inconfiderable 
jiumber  of  inhabitants. 

Our  voyagers  had  little  time  for  employing 
themfelves  in  the  fearch  of  the  marine  produ6lions 
that  may  be  met  with  in  Tchinkitanay  Bay  ; 
but  there  are  fome  which  are  particularly  re-- 
markable,  command  attention,  and  invite  the 
obferver  to  examine  them.  Such  is  a  fpecies  of 
fucus  that  grows  on  the  reefs  in  the  bay,  and  at- 
tains a  length  in  comparifon  to  which  the  height 
of  the  talleft  trees  is  no  more  than  that  of  a  fhrub. 

According  to  the  meafures  taken  or  eftimated 
by  Surgeon  Roblet,  the  length  of  this  fucus  is 
about  feventy-four  fathoms,  or  three  hundred  and 
feventy  (French)  feet,  exclufive  of  that  of  the  leaves 
which  crown  its  fummit,  and  moft  of  which  are 
twenty  and  even  thirty  feet  long  j  this  carries  the 

total 
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total  length  of  the  plant  to  four  hundred  feet. 
Its  root  is  compofed  of  an  infinite  number  of 
filaments  interwoven  with  each  other,  and  llightly 
adherentto  the  fuperficies  of  the  living  rock:  thefe 
roots,  which  ferve  as  a  retreat  to  an  innumerable 
multitude  c  :  fmall  fea-infeds,  give  birth  to  a  ftem 
which  is  not  more  than  four  lines  in  diameter  at  its 
origin,  but  which  imperceptibly  grows  thicker,  as 
it  runs  from  its  roots,  -fo  that  it  attains  a  thicknefs 
of  feven  inches  in  diameter  at  its  fummit,  which 
terminates  in  a  ball  furmounted  by  a  tuft  of 
leaves  of  great  length.  The  fubftance  of  this 
plant  is  vifcous,  and  dilTolves  in  water  when  it  has 
been  fet  to  dry.  Its  Item,  of  a  femi-tranfparent 
horn  colour,  is  elaftic,  and  has  the  effed  of  a 
fpring,  if  comprelfed  between  the  finger  and  the 
thumb  ;  throughout  its  whole  length,  it  neither 
has  knots  nor  branches  ^  and  the  tube  which  occu- 
pies its  centre  is  entirely  free,  and  contains  no 
water. 

It  will  not  be  matter  of  aftonifhment  that  Sur-? 
geon  RoBLET  (hould  have  affigned  to  this  plant 
about  four  hundred  feet  in  length,  including  the 
leaves  of  its  fummit,  when  it  is  known  that  it 
grows  on  reefs  or  rocks,  over  which  the  lead  finds 
thirty  fathoms  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  (French) 
feet  water  -,  that  it  cannot  rife  perpendicularly 
from  the  bottom,  becaufe  it  is  forced  to  take  the 
inclination  given  it  by  the  fwiftnefs  of  the  ftream, 
or  the  motion  which  the  tides  communicate  to 

the 
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the  mafs  of  the  waters  which  it  traverfes  -,  and  that 
at  length  having  reached  the  furface  of  the  fea, 
by  afcending  obliquely,  it  there  winds  over  a  long 
fpace,  which  may,  in  a  flraight  line,  be  eftimated  at 
about  forty-four  fathoms  or  two  hundred  and 
twenty  (French)  feet. 

"  But  a  fmguiarity  which  deferves  to  be  men- 
"  tioned,"  fays  Surgeon  Roblet,  is  that  each 
*^  plant  grows  by  itfelf,  I  mean  that  it  is  fingle  on 
its  bafe.    I  alfo  remarked  that  although  thefe 
fuel  are  very  near  other  tall  plants,  which  I  take 
*^  to  be  the  fucus  giganteus  of  Mr.  Banks  and 
"  Dr.  SoLANDER,  thefe  two  fpecies  do  not  grow 
"  promifcuoufly  ;    the  places  whence   rifes  the 
fucus  of  which  I  have  given  the  defcription,  are 
feparated  by  fmall  intervals,  places  where  grows 
the  giganteus.    I  would  not,  however,  affirm 
'"^  that  this  difpofition  is  the  fame  wherever  thofe 
two  plants  are  met  with  ;  and  it  might  happen 
that  what  Î  faw  at  Tchinkitânay  may  appear 
no  more  than  an  exception  to  other  obfervers 
who  may  obferve  better,  and  on  a  more  en- 
larged  fcale  than  I  was  able  to  do  on  an  extent 
of  fea  which  is  but  three  or  four  leagues.'' 

The  fucus  giganteus^  or  at  lead  that  which  Sur^ 
geon  RoBLET  took  for  this  plant,  becaufe  he  faw 
fome  like  it  off  the  Strait  of  Magellan  and 
Staten  Land,  where  MelTrs.  Banks  and  So- 
il an  de  r  had  likewife  met  with  that  of  which 
£key  have  fpoken,  and  on  which  they  have  impofeci 

the 
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the  characlerillic  epithet  of  giganteus^  that  fucus^  I 
fay,  which  is  found  alfo  in  Tchinkitanay  Bay, 
is  not  lefs  in  length  than  that  of  which  the  defcrip- 
tion  has  juft  been  given  ;  it  differs  from  it,  how- 
ever, by  its  bearing,  at  certain  diCtances,  branches 
charged  with  notched  leaves,  the  uneven  furface  of 
which  prefents  furrows,  deprefiions,  and  afperities, 
and  which  are  not  fo  long  as  the  leaves  of  the  ball 
by  which  the  fmooth  and  uninterrupted  tube  of 
the  former  is  terminated  :  each  of  the  branches 
too  of  the  giganteus  is  ramified  ;  each  ramification 
is  terminated  by  a  piriform  tube,  filled  with  air, 
which  helps  to  float  the  branch  to  which  it  is  ad- 
herent ;  and  altogether  to  buoy  up  the  long  part 
of  the  plant  which  exceeds  the  height  of  the 
water,  and  winds  on  its  furface.  The  fubftance 
of  both  of  thefe  fitci  is  of  a  fpecific  gravity  greater 
than  that  of  the  fluid  \  they  fink  in  it,  when  they 
are  cut  into  pieces. 

Befides  thefe  tall  fuci^  unknown  in  the  European 
feas,  there  are  found  on  the  north-west  coafl  of 
America,  the  alga  maruia^  and  feveral  plants 
which  the  fea  throws  on  our  coafts. 

I  have  flvetched  Tchinkitanay  Bay  as  it  may 
be  defcribed  from  the  account  of  our  voyagers, 
who  had  not  leifure  to  examine  its  circumference 
minutely  ;  I  have  indicated  the  vegetable  produc- 
tions which  the  land  and  the  fea  prefent  in  their 
different  kinds  ;  I  have  fpoken  of  the  birds,  of 
the  fifhes,  of  the  quadrupeds  which  were  feen 

VOL.  I.  Y  alive 
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alive  or  entire,  and  of  thofe  which  could  be 
known  only  by  their  fkin  :  it  remains  for  me  to 
paint  the  men  fuch  as  they  were  feen,  in  a  phy- 
fical  fenfe  ;  and,  in  a  moral  one,  fuch  as  they 
could  be  divined. 

The  natives  who  occupy  the  environs  of  Tchin- 
XITÂNAY  Bay  are  of  a  ftature  below  the  middle 
fize  y  none  of  five  feet  four  inches  (French)  arc 
to  be  feen  :  their  body  is  thick,  but  tolerably  well- 
proportioned  ;  their  round  and  flat  face,  is  not  fet 
off  by  their  fnub  but  fharp  nofe,  little  watery  eyes, 
funk  in  the  head,  and  prominent  cheek-bones.  It 
is  no  eafy  matter  to  determine  the  colour  of  theit 
complexion  ;  it  might  be  imagined  to  be  red  or 
light  brown,  but  a  coat  of  natural  dirt,  thickened 
by  a  foreign  mixture  of  red  and  black  fubftances 
with  which  they  fmear  their  vifage,  fuffers  no  rem- 
nant of  their  primitive  fKin  to  be  difcovered.  The 
coloured  ftrokes  which  they  trace  on  their  face, 
prefent  not  all  the  fame  defign  *  j  but  all  equally 
add  to  their  natural  uglinefs.    Their  coarfe,  thick 
iair,  covered  with  ochre,  down  of  birds,  and  all 
the  filth  which  negled  and  time  have  accumulated 
in  it,  contributes  to  render  thdx  afpe6l  ftill  more 
hideous.    They  wear  their  beard  only  at  a  certain 
age  ;   the  youths  carefully  eradicate  it  :  adults 
fuffer  it  to  grow  :  and  it  is  at  this  day  well  proved, 
by  the  unanimous  account  of  the  different  voy- 

Obfervations  of  Ral/d. 
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agers  who  have  vifited  the  north-west  coafi:  of 
A  ME  RICA,  that  all  the  Americans  have  a  beardi 
in  contradiclioii  to  the  opinion  of  fome  of  the 
learned,  who  have  refafed  it  to  the  men  of  the 
New  World,  and  wifned  to  make  of  this  want  of 
hair  a  variety  in  the  human  fpecies.    It  is  pro- 
bable that  the  face  of  thofe  at  Tchinkitânay  Bay- 
would  be  lefs  difgufting,  if  they  preferved  that 
which  nature  has  given  them  -,  for  the  young  boys 
have  an  agreeable,  and  even  an  interefting  coun* 
tenance  ;  but  age  and  (till  more  the  trouble  which 
they  take  to  make  themfelves  ugly  by  wilhing  to 
mbellifh  themfelves,  end  in  giving  them  hard^ 
oarfe,  and    even  ferocious  features  :  Surgeon 
obleT  attributes  their  air  of  ferocity  to  the  fre- 
uent  expreffiou  of  the  paffions  by  which  they  are 
gitated.     Tattooing  is  little  in  ufe  among  the 
chinkitanayans  ;  a  few  men  only  a^e  tattooed  on 
le  hands,  and  on  the  legs  below  the  knee  ;  almofl  , 
all  the  women  are  tattooed  on  the  fame  parts  of 
the  body* 

The  women,  more  fair,  or  lefs  dark  than  the 
men,  are  dill  more  ugly  :  a  big  and  clumfy  head  s 
a  circular  face  5  a  nofe  fqueezed  in  about  the 
middle  of  it^  length  ;  eyes  fmall  and  inanimate  ; 
cheek-bones  very  prominent  ;  h-^  ir,  or  rather  a 
mane,  thick,  bufliy  and  coarfe,  tied  behind  with 
ftrips  of  leather,  either  in  the  form  of  a  cue  or  a 
club  ;  the  fhoulders  ftrong  and  broad  ;  the  neck 
low,  tolerably  firm  and  wdl  rounded  in  thofe 

y  2  who 
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who  are  not  fixteen,  but  extremely  flabby  and 
pendent  in  thofe  who  have  fackled  ;  a  waift'fhort 
and  thick;  knees  and  feet  turned  in,  fuhjed  to 
ftrike  again  ft  each  other  in  w^^lking  ;  and  to  com- 
plete the  whole,  a  filthinefs  truly  difgufting.  Moft 
affuredly,  if  we  place  this  portrait  by  the  fide  of 
that  of  one  of  thofe  women  whom  nature  has  ap- 
peared to  take  a  delight  in  forming  on  the  iflands 
fcattered  in  the*  middle  of  the  Great  Ocean, 
that  of  a  female  Taheitean  or  Mendoçan,  w^e  fhall 
fland  in  need  of  refledion,  not  to  believe  that 
thefe  two  individuals  belong  to  two  different 
fpecies  : 

LUm  reffemhle  a  la  nuit^  comme  Vautre  au  beau  jour 

Voltaire. 

The  women  of  Te  hin  kit  an  ay  have  thought 
proper  to  add  to  their  natural  uglinefs,  by  the  ufe 
of  a  lip-ornament,  no  leis  v/himfical  than  inconve- 
nient. The  people,  belonging  to  Cook's  fhip,. 
who  firft  perceived  females  decked  with  this  or- 
nament, reported  to  their  captain  that  they  had 
feen  women  with  tzvo  mouths  :  and,  in  facl,  they 
have  very  much  that  appearance.  In  order  to 
procure  them  a  charm  from  which,  no  doubt, 
they  expect  complete  fuccefs,  fmce,  to  obtain  it, 
they  fubmit  to  fuffer  for  a  long  time,  a  longitu- 
.dinal  flit,  parallel  to  the  mouth,  is  made  about, 

*  Que  like  theniglit,  the  ether  like  the  day. 
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fix  lines  below  their  under  Hp  ;  in  this  is  firfl:  in- 
ferted  a  Ikewer  of  iron  or  wood,  and  the  bulk  of 
this  foreign  fubftance  is  increafed  gradually,  and 
from  time  to  time,  according  to  the  progrcfs  of 
age  ;  at  length  means  are  found  to  introduce  into 
it  a  piece  of  wood  neatly  wrought,  the  fhape  and 
fize  of  which  are  nearly  thofe  of  the  bowl  of  a 
table-fpoon.  The  effect  of  this  ornament  is  to 
deprefs,  by  the  weight  of  its  projeding  part,  the 
under  lip  on  the  chin,  to  develop  the  charms  of  a 
large  gaping  mouth,  which  alfomes  the  fliape  of 
that  of  an  oven,  and  to  expofe  to  full  view  a  fet  of 
yellow  and  dirty  teeth.  As  this  machine  is  re- 
moved and  replaced  atpleafure,  when  it  is  taken 
away,  the  tranfverfal  ilk  of  the  lip  prefents  a  fécond 
mouth,  which,  from  its  aperture,  is  not  inferior 
in  fize  to  the  natural  mouth  :  and,  in  fome 
women,  it  is  upwards  of  three  inches  in  length  *. 

The 

*  This  ornament,  as  whimfical  as  it  mull  be  inconvenient,  is, 
however,  not  pecuh'ar  to  the  norlh-iveji  coa(t  of  /j-meriea  ;  it 
was  found  in  ufc  among  the  Brazlh'ans  when  the  diicovery  was 
made  ef  their  country.  They  pierced  their  under  h'p  from 
their  infancy,  and,  at  that  tender  age,  they  contented  them- 
felves  Vv'ith  iuferting  there  a  httle  bone  as  white  as  ivory  ;  but, 
at  the  age  of  puberty,  tlîcy  introduced  into  it  a  ftone  of  the 
length  of  a  finges-,  which  they  incrufcai'rd  in  fueh  a  manner 
that  it  lield  of  its  ovv'n  îTccord  :  fome  enchafed  thefe  even  into 
their  cheeks.  It  is  ailonilhing  that  fo  extraordinary  a  deco- 
ration as  the  lip  ornament,  ftiould  have  prcfented  itfelf  to  the 
mind  of  two  different  nations,  one  '  of  which  couli  not  have 
ferved  as  a  model  to  the  other,  to  judge  from  their  dillant  po- 
fition,  which  fcarc'ely  allow  us  to  fuppofc:  that  they  can  have 

Y  3  had 
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The  men  do  not  allow  themfelves  to  make  ufe 
of  this  ornament  ;  it  is  the  exclufive  attribute  of 
the  fair  fex.    According  to  the  Editor  of  Dixon's 
Journal,      this  curious  operation  of  cutting  the 
"  under  lip  of  the  females,  never  takes  place  du- 
ring  their  infancy  ;    but,"    fays   this  writer, 
*^  from  every  obfervatioti  I  was  able   to  m.ake, 
feems  confined  to   a  peculiar  period  of  life. 
^'  When  the  girls  arrive  to  the  age  of  fourteen  or 
fifteen,'*   continues  he,  "  the  centre  of  the 
"  undei*  lip,  in  the  thick  part  near  the  mouth, 
is  fimply  perforated,  and  a  piece  of  copper  wire 
introduced  to  prevent  the  aperture  from  clofing; 
the  aperture  afterwards  is  lengthened,  from 
^'  time  to  time,  in  a  line  parallel  with  the  mouth  ; 
and  the  wooden   ornaments  are  enlarged  in 
proportion,  till  they  are  frequently  increafed  to 
three,  or  even  four  inches  in  length,  and  nearly 
as  wide  ;  but  this  generally  happens,  when  the 
matron  is  advanced  in  years,  and  coniequently 
the  mufcles  are  relaxed  ;  fo  that,  poffibly,  old 
age  may  obtain  greater  refpeQ  from  this  very 

had  a  communication  with  each  other.  It  is  rot  known 
whether  it  have  been  intioduced  into  other  parts  of  the  conti- 
nent. The  tribes  of  the  north- ^djejl  coaft,  as  is  feen,  improve 
confiderably  on  the  BraziLians  ;  it  may  be  faid  that  they  ex- 
aacrerate  the  falhion. 

This  fafliion  appears  general  on  the  coaft,  between  the  fif- 
tieth and  fixtieth  parallels,  with  this  difference,  that,  in  the 
rnoft  northern  parts,  the  men  alone  wear  the  lip-ornamerjt, 
and  that,  in  ihe  foutherii  parts,  it  is  referved  for  the  women. 
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"  fingular  ornament         Captain  Chanal  and 
Surgeon  Roblkt  do  not  agree  with  the  Editor 
of  Dixoi^'s  voyage  as  to  the  period  at  which 
the  women  can  afpire  to  the  privilege  of  wearing 
the  lip-ornament  :  they  fay  that  the  operation  is 
begun  from  the  moft  tender  infancy  ;  and  they 
faw  girls  at  the  breaft  v^ho  already  had  their  lip 
flit,  and  adorned  with  a  wooden  fkewer.    But  it 
is  poffible  that  thefe  voyagers  may  not  be  at  vari- 
ance :   the   acquaintance  which  the  women  of 
TcHiNKiTÂNAY  have  made  with  Europeans,  muO: 
have  improved  among  them  the  art  of  pleafmg  » 
and,  perhaps,  fmce  Dixon  quitted  them,  they  have 
decided  that  they  could   not,  too  early  in  life, 
caufe  all  their  fex  to  enjoy  an  ornament  that  em- 
bellifhes  the  attradions  which  Nature  }ias  fo  pro- 
digally dealt  out  to  them. 

As  youth  always  infpires  intereft  and  indul- 
gence, the  French  voyagers  affert  that  tlie  young 
girls  are  neither  fo  ugly  nor  fo  difgufting  as  the 
women  -,  yet  they  acknowledge,  that  they  faw  not 
a  fmgle  one  who  was  tolerably  pretty  :  we  muft 
believe  feamen,  without  hefitatian^  when  they  fay 
that  the  women  whom  rhey  have  met  with  in  theijr 
excurfions,  deferved  not  their  homage. 

The  individuals  of  both  fexes,  children,  v/hether 
young  and  old,  are  covered  with  vermin  :  they 
afliduoufly  hunt  thofe  devouring  animals,  but  in 

*  Dixon's  Voyage,  page  187. 
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order  to  devour  them  themfelves  ;  and  they  appear 
fo  keen  after  them,  that  one  might  be  tempted  to 
believe  that  it  is  for  the  purpofe  of  hufbanding 
themfelves  the  paftime  of  hunting  in  the  vale  of 
pleafure,  that  they  fuffer  them  to  multiply  *.  The 
furs  which  they  fell  to  flrangers  are  fo  infefted 
with  them,  that  whatever  pains  be  taken  to  rid 
the  fkins  of  thofe  infecls,  they  foon  increafe  to  fuch 
an  excefs,  that  it  becomes  impofTible  for  the  crew 
of  a  fliip  to  efcape  their  purfuit  and  voracity  :  it 
may  be  faid,  that,  in  taking  a  cargo  of  furs,  a 
veffel  takes  a  cargo  of  lice. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  fmall-pox  has 
been  introduced  into  the  countries  which  border 
on  TcHiNKiTÂNAY  Bay  ;  for  feveral  individuals 
of  both  fexes  bear  unequivocal  marks  of  it  ;  and 
they  explained  very  clearly  to  Surgeon  Robl'  T, 
who  quefiicned  them  concerning  the  caufe  of  thefe 
marks,  that  they  proceeded  from  a  diforder  which 
made  the  face  fwell,  and  covered  the  body  with 
virulent  puflules  that  occafioned  violent  itchings  : 
they  even  remarked  that  the  French  muft  be  well 
acquainted  with  it,  fmce  feme  of  them  alfo  bore 
the  marks  of  it.  ..In  1787,  Captain  PotiTLocK 
was  witnefs  of  the  ravages  which  it  had  made, 
fome  years  before,  and  of  the  depopulation  that 
had  been  the  confequence  of  it,  in  the  harbour  to 

*  This  tailc  is  common  to  tliem  as  well  as  to  the  people  of 
China, 
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which  he  has  given  his  name,  and  which  is  fitu- 
ated  at  no  great  diftance  to  the  north-wefl  of 
TcHiNKiTÂNAY  towards  the  latitude  of  57^  50'. 
From  the  information  that  he  was  able  to  pro- 
cure, he  thinks,  and  this  opinion  appears  to  be 
well  founded,  that  the  Spaniards  who,  in  1775, 
pufhed  their  difcoveries  on  this  coafi:,  as  far  as 
the  fifty-eighth  parallel,  left  there  this  indelible 
trace  of  their  unexpeded  appearance  and  vifit*. 
It  was  then  referved  for  them  to  fpread  contagion 
on  the  tv/o  ilîores  of  the  New  Vv^orld,  as  if  their 
arms  ought  not  to  have  fufficed  for  its  depopula- 
tion ;  for  it  is  well  known  that  the  fmall-pox  was 
carried  to  Mexico,  by  a  negro  Have  belonging  to 
the  fuit  of  Narvaez,  when  the  latter  was  fent 
with  a  body  of  troops,  by  Velasqijez,  com- 
mandant at.  Cuba,  to  deprive  Cortes   of  his 
commilTion  and  arrefl  him  in  the  midil  of  his  con- 
quers.   QuETLAVACA,  who  occupied  the  throne 
of  Mexico,  after  the  tragical  end  of  the  unfortu- 
nate Montezuma,  his  brother,  which  v>^as  dif- 
graoeful  to  the  conqueror,  fell  a  viclim  to  that 
frightful  diforder,  one  of  the  fcourges  of  Europe 
which  ravaged  and  depopulated  the  two  Ame- 
ricas f.    The  Spaniards  think  to  juftify  them- 
felves  by  faying,  that,  if  they  gave  the  fmall-pox 
to  the  Americans,  this  was  only  exchanging  one 

^  PortkcPs  Vcycr/^  p'^re  270  and  following. 

t  See  Rohr!^\.:j  Hlrory  of  Jm-Txa,    Book  VII.  Note 
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diibrder  for  another  :  ah  !  if,  in  facl,  it  be  true, 
that  the  difeafe  which  they  brought  back  fi'om  their 
conquefls,  and  which  has  infeded  the  Old  Conti- 
nent, took  birth  in  the  New  ;  if  it  were  inevitable 
that  the  two  Worlds,  by  opening  a  communica- 
tion, fhould  reciprocally  beflow  on  each  other  fo 
fatal  a  prefent,  it  may  be  faid,  that,  in  this  re- 
fpecl,  as  well  as  in  many  others,  it  would  have 
been  better,  for  the  happinefs  of  the  human  fpe- 
cies,  that  they  had  continued  eternally  unknown 
to  each  other.  i 

The  drefs  of  the  men  and  women  of  Tchinki- 
TANAY  confifts  of  a  fort  of  fliirt  of  tanned  fkin, 
fewed  at  thd  fides,  the  wide  lleeves  of  which  reach 
only  a  little  below  the  flioulder,  and  a  fur  cloak 
which  is  worn  with  the  hair  on  the  outfide.  Over 
this,  the  women  wear,  befides,  an  apron  of  the 
fame  Ûùn  which  comes  no  higher  than  the  wailt, 
and  another  otter  cloak  over  the  former.  The 
Editor  of  Dixon's   Journal  fays,  that,  "  befides 
their  ordinary  drefs,  the  natives  at  this  place 
have  a  peculiar  kind  of  cloaks,  made  purpofely 
"  to  défend  them  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather.    I  had  no  opportunity,"  adds  he,  of 
examining  them  minutely,  but  they  appear  to  be 
made  of  reeds  fewed  very  clofely  together  ;  and  I 
*^  was  told  by  one  of  our  gentlemen  who  was  with 
Captain  Cook  during  his  laQ:  voyage,  that  they 
"  are .  exaclly  the  fame  with  thofe  worn  by  the  in- 

"  habitants 
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habitants  of  N.  w  Zealand*."  When  the 
cold  is  not  fharp,  the  men  throw  off  the  fldn 
fhirt,  and  content  themfelves  with  tlie  fkin  cloak, 
which  admits  of  part  of  their  body  being  feen 
naked.  Mod  of  them  are  adorned  with  a  neck- 
lace, compofed  of  copper  wire  interwoven  ;  and 
this  ornament  appears  not  to  be  of  European  ma" 
nufadure  ;  it  might  be  taken  for  a  work  of  their 
own  hands.  They  therefore  poflefs  mines,  whence 
they  extraft  this  metal;  and  notliing  contradicls 
this  firft  fupporition  :  but  it  Vv'ould  be  neceffary  to 
fuppofe  too  that  they  pofTefs  the  art  of  meking 
metal,  of  drawing  it  into  wire,  of  working  it;  and 
what  we  have  been  able  to  learn  of  their  induflry, 
does  not  favour  the  idea  that  we  can  grant  them 
this  knowledge.  What  feems  moil  probable, 
that  thefe  necklace?,  fabricated  in  fome  of  the 
European  fettlements  of  the  interior,  come  to  them 
ready  made,  from  tribe  to  tribe,  through  the  chan- 
nel of  the  intermediate  nations.  Both  fexes  make 
ufe  of  a  fmall  hat,  made  of  bark,  plaited,  and  in 
the  form  of  à  cone  truncated  at  a  fourth  or  a 
third  of  its  height  :  but,  mofl  frequently,  the 
men  have  the  head  bare;  their  thick  hair,  mixed 
with  ochre  and  down  of  birds,  forms  a  natural 
head-drefs,  which,  in  ordinary  weather,  muft  be 
fufficient  to  protect  their  head  from  the  injury  of 
the  air.    It  might  be  imagined,  from  the  prefer- 

•  D'ixoîCs  Voyage  J  page  191. 


ence 


332  MARCHANDAS  VOYAGE.        [Auguft  179  T. 

ence  which  lliey  at  this  day  give  to  jackets  and 
trovvfers,  that  they  find  the  ufe  of  them  more  con- 
venient than  that  of  their  former  clothes  ;  yet  I 
Ihould  rather  think,  that,  not  being  able  to  acquire 
but  by  the  facrifice  of  their  furs,  the  European 
utenfils  the  utility  of  which  they  have  difcovered, 
and  which  have  made  them  know  wants;  eager  to 
procure  fhemfelves  with  new  commodities,  new 
enjoyments,  they  have  accommodated  themfelves 
to  our  drefs  :  for  it  muft  be  admitted  that  a 
Frenchman  who  fliould  be  condemned  to  pafs  a 
winter  am.id  the  frozen  foreds  of  the  north- 
west coaft  of  America,  in  57°  north  latitude, 
would  prefer  to  our  woollen  cloths,  thofe  thick 
furs  which  Nature  feems  to  have,  defignedly,  la- 
viflied  on  the  countries  where  the  feverity  of  the 
cold  demands  the  ufe  of  them. 

Independently  of  their  every  day  clothing,  the 
men  have  another  which  may  be  called  their  holi- 
day fuit,  or  habit  of  ceremony.  As  this  drefs 
diSers  from  the  mafquerade  or  war  dreifes  in 
which  the  natives  of  Ngotka  fometimes  muffle 
themfelves  up,  and  which  Captain  Cook,  who 
has  defcribed  them  with  the  greatefl  minutenefs; 
calls  their  înonjîrous  decorations  *,  it  may  not  be 
ufelefs  to  make  known  that  of  the  Tchinkitanay- 
ans  :  to  add  a  chapter  to  the  hiftory  of  drelTes,  is 
to  add  one  to  that  of  the  extravagances  of  the 

*  See  CcoPs  Third  Voyage,  vol.  ii.  page  306. 
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privileged  animal,  fo  proud  of  his  reafon,  vvhô' 
ftyles  himfelf  the  lung  of  Nature. 

As  far  as  we  are  able  to  judge,  the  drefs  of 
which  Captain  Ghana l  gives  us  the  defcription, 
is  referved  by  the  natives  of  Tchinkitânay, 
for  particular  ceremonies  or  funftions,  for  charac- 
ters of  buffoons  or  jugglers  :  to  the  object  of  war 
it  appears  to  be  quite  foreign.  It  is  remarked, 
however,  that  the  ufe  of  this  drefs  is  net  confined 
to  old  men  ;  for  the  Ameri:an  to  whom  the 
French  addreffed  themfelves  to  fee  one  of  thefe 
drefles  of  charader,  appeared  not  to  be  more  than 
twenty-five  years  of  age  *.  It  was  not  without 
fome  difliculty  that  they  prevailed  on  him  to  dif- 
play  part  of  his  wardrobe  vvhich  he  kept  carefully 
put  by  in  a  little  box,  -  and  in  v/hich,*  through 
great  condefcenfion  tov/ards  ftrangers,  he  was 
pleafed  to  miifHe  himfelf  up  in  their  prefence.  The 
firfl:  piece  of  this  whimfical  attire  is  a  fort  of  grena- 
dier's cap,  or  rather  the  fore  part  of  a  mitre, 
which  is  placed  on  the  forehead,  and  fadened  by 
firings  tied  behind  the  head  ;  the  fides  of  it  are 
bordered  with  long  hair  of  men  and  beads.  On 
the  exterior  part  of  this  head-drefs,  are  reprefented 
figures  of  men,  quadrupeds,  and  birds,  painted 
in  a  grotefque  manner;  and  braids,  compofed 
of  hair  of  beads,  and  filaments  of  tree  or  fhrub- 
bark,  like,  flax  f,  hang  down  behind  as  a  long 


*  Obfervations  of  RolkL 
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trailing  tail.  The  bread  is  covered  with  a  fort 
of  plaftron  or  cuirafs,  made  of  a  tilTue  of  fpun 
hair,  and  trimmed  with  flips  of  fivin,  which  are 
fhaped  like  the  fkirts  of  a  corfet,  the  lower  extre- 
mities of  which  are  cut  out  into  little  fringes  to 
which  are  fufpended,  in  infinite  numbers,  fmall 
fhells,  fpurs  and  bills  of  birds  :  on  the  middle  of 
this  plaflron,  are  painted  various  irregular  figures. 
On  each  thigh,  and  knee,  are  placed  pieces  nearly 
iimiiar,  with  this  difference,  that  that  of  the  knee 
prefents  a  grotefque  head  with  a  wooden  nofe, 
moveable  and  hooked,  three  or  four  inches  in 
length.  Thefe  iafl-mentioned  pieces  are,  like  the 
cuirafs,  garnifhed  with  fliells  and  dried  extremities 
of  birds,  which,  by  flriking  againft  each  other  in 
the  motions  of  the  body,  imitate,  though  very  im^ 
perfeftly,  the  found  of  our  little  bells.  The 
Tchinkitanayan,  mufîled  up  in  this  garb,  holds, 
in  one  hand,  a  hoop  of  plaited  ofier,  eight  or  nine 
inches  in  diameter,  the  radii  and  circumference 
of  which  are  decorated  with  the  fame  gew-gaws 
as  the  other  parts  of  the  drefs.  în  the  other 
hand,  he  carries  the  reprefentation,  made  with  ofier 
or  bark*,  of  a  human  head,  terminated  in  a 
point,  and  fixed  at  the  end  of  a  [tick  about  eight 
inches  in  length  ;  this  head  is  hiled  with  dried 
and  fonorous  feedsj  and  may  be  compared,  though> 
on  a  large  fcale,  to  thofe  wicker-rattles  which  the 

•  Obfervations  of  Robkt. 
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village-nurfes  (hake  in  the  ears  of  their  nurflîng. 
As  foon  as  the  aclor  had  finifhed  his  toilet,  the 
piece  began  :  it  neither  was  long  nor  overcharged 
with  incidents  ;  in  it^  the  three  unities  were  per- 
fedlly  obferved  ;  he  confined  himfelf  to  agitating 
his  body  in  every  way,  and  to  endeavouring,  by 
a  univerfal  contortion  of  his  limbs,  to  find  mo- 
tions that  might  multiply  the  Pnccks  of  the  fono- 
rous  gew-gaws  with  which  his  drefs  was  loaded, 
m  order  to  increafe  and  diverfify  their  founds. 
At  the  fame  time,  he  made  horrible  grimaces, 
which  Callot  might  have  employed,  with  fuccefs, 
in  his  Te'ûiptatîon  of  Saint  Anthony  :  it  cannot  be 
faid  that  he  was  the  more  ugly  on  that  account  j 
but  he  produced  varieties  in  his  uglinefs.  It  may 
well  be  fuppofed  that  it  was  impoffible  for  the 
fpe^lators  to  divine  the  fubje6l  of  the  piece  ;  they 
were  obliged  to  content  themfelves  with  admiring 
the  elegance  of  the  coftume  and  the  fupplenefs 
of  the  ador  of  the  pantomime. 

This  characler-drefs  was  not  the  only  one  that 
he  pofTeiTed  ;  his  wardrobe  contained  a  great 
number,  no  doubt  for  different  parts,  and  was 
remarked,  above  all,  for  a  varied  colledion  of  caps. 
It  may  be  imagined  that  national  vanity  had  in- 
duced him  to  difplay,  to  the  eyes  of  ftrangers,  the 
drefs  to  which  he  attached  the  mod  importance, 
and  which  feemed  to  him  the  bed  calculated  to 
excite  their  admiration  ;  they  v/ere,  however,  very 
defirous   to  fee   the  others,  but  he  would  not 

permit 
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permit  them  to  be  examined  ;  and  whatever  en- 
treaty they  made,  whatever  price  they  offered,  they 
could  never  prevail  on  him  to  part  with  any  arti-* 
clesofhis  wardrobe. 

The  population  of  TcHinkit/^nay  Bay,  like 
that  of  all  the  north-west  coafl  of  America, 
is  not  numerous.  We  may  fuppofe  that  the 
greater  pan,  and  almofl  the  whole  of  the  natives 
,  who  occupy  the  fldrts  of  the  bay,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  old  men  and  the  infirm,  prefented 
themfelves  round  the  fhip  ;  and  our  voyagers 
could  never  reckon  more  than  two  hundred  in- 
dividuals, including  women  and  children  :  but, 
as  the  number  of  the  men  alwavs  exceeded  that 
of  the  women,  we  mull  fuppofe  that  fome  of 
the  latter  had  remained  in  the  habitations,  in  order 
to  give  their  attention  to  the  family  concerns,  and 
to  the  children  at  the  breafl.  In  Dixon's  Journal, 
we  find  that  the  greatefl;  number  ever  feen  about 
his  fhip  at  one  time,  was  a  hundred  and  feventy- 
five,  including  women  and  children  :  the  Editor  of 
his  voyage  fays,  "  were  I  to  eftimate  thefe  at  half 
"  the  number  who  live  here,  it  would,  perhaps, 
^'  not  be  far  from  the  truth  ;  but  fuppofmg  an 

allowance  to  be  made  for  the  aged  and  infirm, 
"  and  for  thofe  who  were  abfent,  engaged  in 
"  hunting,  '  fifning,  kc,  I  think,  four  hundred  and 
"  fifty  people  will  be  the  whole  of  the  natives 

found  here,  taking  the  computation  in  its  utmofl 

extent^ 
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"  extent,  and  including  men,  women,  and  chll- 
.«  dren*,'' 

We  mufl  not  be  aftoniflied  to  find  a  feeble  po- 
pulation on  lands  whofe  forefls,  perhaps  as  ancient 
as  the  foil  that  nourifhes  them,  cover  all  the  fur- 
hcQ  which  is  not  reached  by  the  tempefts  of  the 
ocean.  The  man,  who,  to  fecure  his  fubfiftencej 
has  only  the  chances  of  hunting  and  fifhing,  can 
fcarcely  provide  for  himfelf  :  culture  alone  can 
call  forth  population  ;  and  a  few  cultivated  acres 
of  one  of  thofe  iflands  placed  between  the  tropics, 
mufl:  aiFord  a  living  to  a  greater  number  of  men^ 
than  whole  countries  where  the  land  çxhaufl:s 
its  fecundity  in  reproduGing;inceffaritly  ufelefs  fo- 
refls.  '  , 

The  principal  food  of  the  natives  of  Tchinkit- 
ÂNAY  is  fiOi,  freih  or  fmokeS,  the  ^ried^.^fpawn  of 
fifh,  of  which  they  make  a  fort  of  cake,*  and  the 
flefh  of  the  animals  that  they  kill  ;  to  thefe  they 
add,  in  the  intervals  of  their  meals  and  in  their 
éxcurfidns,  the  ufe  of  a  farinaceous  legume,  the 
tafl:e  of  which  may  be  compared  to  that  of  the 
fweet  potatoe,  and  which  Surgeon  Roblet  be- 
lieves to  be  the  faranne  f.  Wild  fruits,  and  ber- 
ries 

Dixon's  Voyage,  page  t86. 
f  The  Editof  of  Dixoîih  voyage  fays  that     the  faranne," 
which,  according  to  him,  is  the  wild  hly  root,  "  grows  herç 
iii  great  plenty  and  perfedion."    [Dixon's  Voyage^  page  185,) 
The  faranne  [lilium  jlore  atro  ruhente)  is  not  the  lily  of  the 
Galley  [Lilium  convallium  album)  conrimonly  called  in  French 
•  VOL*  u  %  mugu&h 
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ries  which  are  found  in  abundance  in  the  woods, 
with  the  tender  root  of  the  fernj  likewife  afford 

them 


muguet,  with  the  fweet  odour  of  which  every  one  is  acquaint- 
ed. The  muguet  aîfo  grows  at  Tchinkitanay  (as  has  been  feerv 
in  page  302)  ;  but  it  is  a  lily  with  a  blue  flower  and  of  a  hrge 
fpecies. 

The  faranne  is  the  Kamtfchat'na  lily,  a  fpecies  of  liliaceous 
plant  whiçh  Steîler  fays  is  to  be  met  with  only  in  Siberia  and 
in  the  penînfuîa  of  Kamtjchatka^  and  which  nature,  no  doubt, 
has  likewife  beftowed  on  the  parts  of  the  .mrth-nvejl  coaft  of 
America  fituated  under  the  fame  latitudes.  This  plant  grows 
to  the  height  of  half  a  foot  :  its  bulbous  root  is  of  the  big- 
jiefs  of  that  of  garlic  :  its  ftem  is  as  thick  as  a  fwan's  quill, 
red  below  and  green  above  ;  it  t»  gamifhed  with  two  rows  of 
oval  leaves,  the  lower  row  has  three  leaves,  and  the  upper  one, 
four.  The  flower,  which  appears  m  the  month  of  June 
time  when  this  plcmt  (hoots  much  higher),  is  reddifh  andrefem^ 
bles  that  of  the  lily  t  its  ftamma  are  yellow  at  the  end,  and, 
fix  in  number,  fuvround  the  pjftil,  which  is  triaftigular  and 
contains  iiï  three  capfules,  fome  reddifh  feeds.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  the  couftiries  wh«re  this  plant  grows,  make  a  fort  of 
gruel  with  ka  bulbous  root. 

Bteller  diilingwflies  five  fpecies  of faranms  ;  namely, 

1.  The  Kimfchiga  which  refembles  our  fweet  pea  ; 

2.  The  round  SarminSf  which  ha«  been  above  defcribed  f 

3.  The  Onfenkay  which  grows  throughout  all  Siberia  ; 

4.  The  Tihehpa"; 

5 .  The  Matijla Jladha  tram  ;  or  the  fweet  plants  of  which  fweet» 

meats  are  made  in  the  country,  and  from  which  the  Ruf- 
fians find  means  alfoto  extraâ:  a  fpirituous  liquor. 
Tlie  root  of  this  lafl-mentioned  plant  is  yellow  without,  white 
within,  and  of  a  bitter  and  tart  flavour  ;  its  fie(hy  and  jointed 
ft  em  rifes  to  the  height  of  five  feet  ;  it  is  gamifhed  with  ten 
leaves  of  a  greenifh  red  ;  its  flowers  are  white  and  refembic 
thofe  of  fennel.  The  Matijia  is  never  gathered  but  with  glovesy 


Augud  I79I.]        MARCHANDAS  VOYAGE.  339 

them  an  occafional  fupply.  We  know  not  what 
was  their  peculiar  manner  of  preparing  their  ali- 
inents  ;  at  this  day,  they  drefs  fifh  and  meat  in  the 
^ots  and  kettles  which  they  have  obtained  by 
trade  ;  but,  taught  by  experience,  they  no  longer 
expofe  to  the  fire  the  tin  and  pewter  veflels  which 
they  bave  received  from  the  Europeans  ;  they 
gave  thé  French  to  uhderftand  that  the  former 
were  unfoldered,  and  the  latter,  melted:  they  make 
ufe  of  both  for  fetving  up  their  food  when  drelTed  ; 
and  they  employ  them  jointly  with  the  wooden 
difties  and  bowls  which  they  maiiufadure  them* 
felves.  Their  travelling  utenfils  are  become  much 
hiore  cumberfome  than  they  were  before  their  in- 
tercourfe  with  ft  rangers  :  they  begin  to  experience 
the  embarraiTment  of  riches. 


on  account  of  its  eauftic  juice  which  raifes  blillers  on  the 
hands. 

(See  Bomare'j  Didionnalre  d'HiJioire  'Naturelle  at  the  Word 
Saranne,  where  will  be  found  a  defcription  of  the  manner  of 
drawing  from  this  plant  an  ardent  fpirit.) 

As  it  appears  that  the  natives  of  the  north-iuefi  coaft  of 
America  eat  the  faranne  ;  as  we  are  certain  that  in  Siberia  and  in 
Kamtfchatka,  it  makes  a  part  of  the  food  of  their  inhabitants  ; 
ànd  as  it  is  of  importance  to  feameri,  to  be  acquainted,  in  th^ 
diftant  countries  where  they  are  Hkely  to  touch,  with  all  the 
vegetables  that  may  be  employed  as  food,  I  thought  that  it 
was  ufeful  to  indicate  to  them  the  diftinftive  chai  ?  rrs  of  this 
plailt,  in  order-  that  they  may  not  be  at  a  lofs  to  diitinguifh  it 
from  thofe  which  might  refemble  it  and  not'poffefs  the  fame 
g^uality. 

z  i  They 
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They  always  mix  train-oil  with  their  broth. 
This  oil,  the  ftrong  and  tart  fmell  of  which  makes 
us  rejeâ:  it  from  our  cookery,  excites  not  the  fame 
repugnance  among  the  North  Americans,  and  the 
other  nations  that  occupy  the  regions  bordering 
on  the  poles  :  the  Greenlander  fwallows  a  glafs  of 
train-oil,  as  the  European  would  fwallow  a  glafs  of 
Tokay.  Fifh-oil,  in  general,  is  a  liquor  of  which 
the  inhabitant  of  the  frozen  climates,  fettled  on  the 
borders  of  the  fea,  and  living  on  its  piodudlions, 
makes  a  habitual  and  necefiary  ufe  5  it  developes 
the  heat  concentered  in  the  ftomach,  and,  by  driv- 
ing it  towards  the  circumference,  by  carrying  it  to 
the  extremities,  it  maintains  throughout  the  whole 
habit  of  the  body,  the  circulation  of  the  fluids  ;  ft 
proteds  the  members  from  a  numbednefs  w^hich 
would  end  by  caufmg  their  aclion  to  ceafe,  and 
occafion  their  lofs.  It  is  not  known  that  the 
Tchinkitanayans  make  ufe  of  any  fermented  drink, 
or  any  ftrong  liquor  ;  and  the  brandy  of  which 
they  were  prevailed  on  to  make  a  trial,  appeared 
not  to  be  to  their  liking:  it  were  to  be  wifhed, 
for  their  tranquillity  and  happinefs,  that  their  com- 
munication with  Europeans  may  not  introduce  into 
their  forefts,  this  fatal  liquor  which  has  carried 
confufion  into  thofe  of  the  favages  of  the  east  part 
of  North  America,  and  which,  on  the  coafl  of 
Africa,  is  paid  for  by  the  freedom  of  men.  Their 
cuftom,  like  that  of  almoft;  all  the  nations  of  Am£^ 
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RICA  and  Asia,  is  to  chew  habitually  a  fpecies  of 
herb  ;  and  as  foon  as  they  were  acquainted  with  the 
tobacco  leaf,  they  gave  it  the  preference  to  that 
which  they  before  employed  to  fatisfy  the  fame 
want. 

The  firft  navigators  who  vifited  the  north. 
WEST  coafl  of  America,  in  afcending  from  the 
forty-fecond  degree  of  latitude  to  the  fixtieth  pa. 
rallel,  found  that  the  knowledge  and  the  ufe  of 
iron  had  long  fmce  arrived  there  ;  and  they  faw, 
in  the  hands  of  the  natives,  various  inflruments  and 
tools  of  that  metal  :  it  is  probable  that  the  latter 
received  it  from  the  interior,  by  communicating, 
from  tribe  to  tribe,  with  the  nations  which  receive 
it  immediately  through  the  medium  of  the  Eu- 
ropeans, either  from  the  Englifh  fettlements  of 
Hudson's  Bay,  or  from  the  Spanifh  prefidios.  The 
trade  of  the  Americans  of  the  north-west  coafl 
with  the  Ruffians  muft,  for  upwards  of  half  a  cen- 
tury pafl,  have  made  them  acquainted  with  iron 
and  copper  ;  for,  as  far  back  as  the  year  1741, 
Beering  and  Tschiricow,  having  failed  from 
the  coaft  of  Kamtschatka,  difcovered  that  of 
America  on  the  oppofite  fide,  and  led  the  way  to 
the  important  difcoveries,  which  the  Ruffians  have 
made  within  thefe  feventy  years,  and  which  have 
given  to  the  Empire  of  Russia  new  tributaries 
and  a  new  branch  of  commerce 

*  Seem  the  Introduction,  the  Voyages  of  the  RiijJtUm  from 
X']!^  to  1769. 

z  3  The 
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The  Tchînkitanayans  are  ail  armed  with  a  me- 
tal dagger,  fifteen  or  fixteen  inches  long,  fron^ 
two  and  a  half  to  three  broad,  terminated  in  a 
point,  and  fliarp  on  both  fides  :  this  is  the  weapoA 
which  they  are  the  moll  careful  to  preferve,  and 
which  they  take  a  pleafure  in  keeping  poliflied  and 
bright  :  a  grenadier  is  not  more  proud  of  his  fabre, 
than  a  Tchinkitanayan  is  of  his  dagger  ;  he  wears 
it  in  a  fhoulder-belt,  in  a  leather  fcabbard,  and  is 
never  without  it,  either  day  or  night.  It  is  with 
this  weapon,  which  never  ought  to  have  beeu 
turned  againfi:  our  fellow-creatures,  that  fometimes 
he  engages  the  bear  in  clofe  combat,  and  rips  open 
its  belly  when  the  furious  animal  is  ready  to  flifle 
him  in  its  paws.  It  is  not  known  how  long  this 
dagger,  which,  originally,  mull:  have  been  of  hard 
wood,  has  been  made  of  a  metal  the  ufe  o£  which 
man  has  not  limited  to  his  wants  and  conveniences, 
but  which,  in  his  hands,  is  become,  for  his  fpe- 
cies,  the  inllrument  of  deftruOion  Their  pikes, 
which,  no  doubt,  were,  at  hrft,  tipped  with  a  hard 
ftone,  tapering  to  a  point,  or  with  a  fifh-bone,  are 
at  this  day  armed  with  an  iron  head  pf  European 
manufacture.  Their  lances,  the  ancient  fhape  of 
which  is  not  known,  are  at  prefent  compofed  of  two 
pieces  ;  of  the  ftaff,  about  fifteen  or  eighteen  feet 
long,  and  of  the  iron,  nowife  inferior  to  that  of  the 

*  Et  curvj  rlgidum  fakes  corjlmtur  in  enfemJ^  Virg;.  Georg, 
lib.  i. 

^<  The  fickles  into  barbarous  fvvords  are  beat."  Warton» 

halbert 


Auguft  I79I.]       MARCHANDAS  VOYAGED  343 

halbert  of  parade  with  which  our  parifli-beadles 
ufed  to  be  equipped.  To  the  ftone  hatchet,  they 
have  fubftituted  the  Tok^  a  fort  of  thick  plane- 
iron  which  they  adjuft  firmly  on  the  extremity  of 
a  crooked  handle  ;  and  this  inftrument,  in  their 
hands,  performs  the  office  of  a  carpenter's  adz. 
They  have,  however,  prefer ved  the  bow  and  arrow 
of  their  forefathers  ;  the  place  of  this  weapon, 
which  carries  far,  can  be  fupplied  with  advantage  by 
fire-arms  only  ;  and  we  muft  hope,  for  the  fafety  of 
their  European  friends,  that  they  will  never  learn 
to  make  ufe  of  them.  It  appears  that  the  Enghfh, 
in  their  vifits,  diftributed  a  few  mufkets  on  the 
part  of  the  coall:  which  borders  on  Tchinkita- 
NAY  Bay  ;  and  I  know  not  whether  a  well-con* 
ceived  policy  can  approve  of  fuch  prefents  ;  the 
intereft  of  the  Europeans  ought,  methinks,  to  in. 
duce  them  to  maintain  the  American  in  the  opi- 
nion that  fire-arms  are  a  fpecies  of  thunder,  which 
it  is  not  allowable  for  him  to  touch  without  rifking 
his  life  :  I  am  well  aware  of  the  danger  of  fuffering 
him  to  grow  familiar  with  the  inftrument  of  our 
power.  Yet  it  feems  that  the  Englifh,  in  giving 
them  mulkets,  have  not  furnifhed  the  mover  and 
the  primum  mobile  which  render  them  formidable  5 
for  a  native  of  Tchinkitanay  who  had  poffeiTed 
one,  gave  the  French  to  underftand  that  he  had 
broken  it  in  a  paflion,  becaufe,  faid  he,  the  mulket 
always  went  crik^  and  would  never  go  pouhou, 

z  4  The|^ 
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They  have  not  changed  the  inftrument  with 
which  they  arm  themfelves  for  whale-fifliing  :  this 
inftrument  is  a  harpoon  of  bone,  bearded,  and 
mounted  on  a  long  pole.  Relying  on  this  weapon, 
which  they  handle  with  uncommon  dexterity,  two 
Tchinkitanayans  boldly  attack  the  whale.  When 
they  are  arrived  near  the  place  where  they  have 
feen  him  dive  for  the  laft  time,  they  flacken  the 
progrefs  of  their  canoe,  play,  as  it  were,  with  their 
paddles  on  the  furface  of  the  v/ater  ;  and  as  foon 
as  he  re-appears,  the  harponeer  feizes  his  harpoon^ 
^nd  drives  at  the  monfter.  According  to  their  ac- 
count, the  dart  thrown  never  fails  to  make  its  way, 
through  one  of  the  eyes,  into  the  infide  of  the 
head  :  and  the  animal  is  foon  hfelefs.  The  fat  of 
the  whale  furnifhes  the  Americans  with  an  oil, 
which  they  preferve  in  guts  of  a  large  capacity, 
and  which,  as  I  have  faid,  is  a  great  dainty  among 
them  ;  the  beard  is  converted  into  combs,  of 
which,  however,  they  make  little  ufe,  and  like- 
wife  into  fpoons  and  other  houfehold  utenfils. 

The  Tchinkitanayan  is  induftrious,  adive,  labo- 
rious and  flvilful.  Different  works  in  wicker  plaited 
with  a  fort  of  elegance  ;  cloaks  of  fpun  hair,  woven 
in  a  workman-hke  manner,  intermixed  with, 
pieces  of  otter-lkin,  and  extremely  well  calculated 
as  a  prefervative  from  the  cold  *  ;  the  drçffing  and. 

tanning 

*  "  One  of  the  Chiefs  who  came  to  trade  with  us/'  fays 
!^he  Editor  of  DixoiC^  Journal,  "  happening  one  day  to  caft  his 

eyes 
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tanning  of  fkins  ;  various  works  of  fculpture  and 
painting — every  thing  announces  a  long  employ- 
ment of  the  nfefui  arts,  and  a  knowledge  of 
thofe  which  are  merely  agreeable. 

The  tafte  of  ornament  prevails  in  all  the  v/orks 
of  their  hands  ;  their  canoes,  their  chefts,  and  dif? 
ferent  little  articles  of  furniture  in  ufe  among 
them,  are  covered  with  figures  which  might  be 
taken  for  a  fpecies  of  hieroglyphics  :  fiflies  and 


"  eyes  on  a  piece  of  S  mltvich  Ifland  cloth,  which  hung  up  in 
the  fhrouds  to  dry,  became  very  importunate  to  have  it  given 
him.    The  man  to  whom  the  cloth  belonged,''  continues 
he,  **  parted  with  it  very  willingly,  and  the  Indian  was  per- 
*«  fe6lly  overjoyed  with  his  prefent.    After  felling  what  furs 
*^  he  had  brought,  with  great  difpatch,  he  immediately  left 
us,  and  paddled  on  fliore,  without  favouring  us  with  a  part- 
ing  fong,  as  is  generally  the  cullom.    Soon  after  day-light 
the  next  morning,  our  friend  appeared  alongfide  dreffed  in  a 
coat  made  of  the  Sa?ulwkh  Ifland  cloth  given  him  the  day 
before,  and  cut  exa^lly  in  the  form  of  their  ikin  coats^ 
"  which  greatly  refemble  a  waggoner's  frock,  except  the  col- 
*'  lar  and  wriftbands.    The  Indian  was  more  proud  of  his 
newly-acquired  drefs  than  ever  London  beau  was  of  a  birth- 
day  fuit  ;  and  we  were  greatly  pleafed  with  this  proof  of 
**  thefe  people's  ingenuity  and  difpatch  ;  the  coat  fitted  exceed- 
ingly  well  ;  the  feams  were  fewed  with  all  the  ftrength  the 
**  cloth  would  admit  of,  and  with  a  degree  of  neatnefs  equal  to 
that  of  an  Englifli  mantua-mak,er."    ( DUon^s  Voyage,  page 

189-) 

It  may  be  prefumed  that  the  Tchinkitanayan  will  difcover, 
by  ufe,  that  on  the  no  ih-nvcjl  coail  ùî  America,  a  paper-cloth 
coatdeferves  not  the  preference  to  the  flcin  of  an  otter  or  c£ 
a  bear  ;  and  that  he  will  foon  return  to  his  bears  and  his 
otters. 


Other 
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Other  animals,  heads  of  men,  and  various  whimfi- 
cal  defigns,  are  mingled  and  confounded  in  order 
to  compofe  a  fubjed:.  ît,  undoubtedly,  will  not 
be  expeded  that  thefe  figures  fliould  be  perfedly 
regular,  and  the  proportions  [in  them  exadly  ob- 
ferved  ;  for  here,  every  man  is  a  painter  and 
fculptor  ;  yet  they  are  not  deficient  in  a  fort  of  ele- 
gance and  perfedion.  But  thefe  paintings,  thefe 
carvings,  fuch  as  they  are,  are  feen  on  all  their  fur- 
niture. Is  this  general  tafte  fimply  produced  arid 
kept  alive  by  the  want  of  occupying  the  leifure  of  a 
long  winter,  if,  however,  winter  leaves  them  lei- 
fure ?  Or  rather  does  not  its  principle  arife  from 
the  ancient  ilate  of  their  fociety,  which  is  loft  to 
us  in  the  obfcurity  of  their  origin  ?  I  lhall  refume 
this  fubjeft. 

Their  genius  and  induftry  are  difplayed  prin- 
cipally in  the  conftrudion  of  their  canoes  :  thofe 
which  are  intended  for  the  ufe  of  a  fingle  family, 
compofed  in  general,  of  feven  or  eight  individuals, 
are  fifteen  or  fïxteen  feet  in  length  by  two  and  a 
half  or  three  feet  in  width  ;  others  have  much 
larger  dimenfions,  and  carry  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
perfons  :  they  are  all  cut  out  of  a  fmgle  trunk  of  a 
tree,  and  have  a  fmiilar  form  ;  their  two  extremities, 
do  not  differ  from  each  other,  which  muft  give 
thefe  canoes  the  advantage  of  being  never  obliged 
to  put  about  :  they  are  very  (harp,  and  terminate  in 
a  cut-water,  projeding  fifteen  or  eighteen  inches, 
which  is  not  more  than  an  inch  in  thicknefs  y 

thefe 
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thefe   two  extremities,  raifed  by  planks  neatly 
fitted,  are  higher   than  the  reft  of  the  canoe  ; 
feats  fixed  very  near  the  bottom j  are  fo  difpofed 
as  to  receive  the  rowers,  v/ho,   when  they  are 
feated,  ferve,   in  feme  meafare,  as  bailaft  :  the 
provifions,  the  clothes,  and  all  the  baggage,  are 
arranged  in  the  middle  part,  where  they  are  co- 
vered with  fldns  of  beafts  and  frrips  of  bark,  which 
ferve  alfo  for  covering  the  temporary  fettlements 
that  are  formed  on  the  fea-fhore,  when  the  fifhing- 
feafon  is  arrived,  for  drying  fiih,  and  furnifhing  the 
fupply  that  is  to  make  part  of  their  fubfiftence 
during  the  winter  months.    Although  the  lading 
of  the  canoes  is  confiderable,  fince,  independently 
of  the  men,  they  carry  women,  children,  provi- 
fions, all  the  houfehold  utenfils,  all  the  fifliing-im- 
plements,  all  the  moveables  belonging  to  the  family 
(for  it  appears^  that  according  to  the  example  of 
the  fage,  the  Americans  take  all  their  property  with 
them),  thefe  boats  are  fo  thin  and  fo  light,  that 
they  preferve  a  furprifmg  velocity.    We  are  not 
lefs  aftonifhed  at  their  liability  :  notwithftanding 
the  lightnefs  and  the  fmall  breadth  of  their  hull, 
they  have  no  need  of  being  fupported  by  outriggers, 
and  they  are  never  coupled  together.    The  Tchin- 
kitanayans  have  not  the  ufe  of  the  fail  ;  but  we 
doubt  not  that,  having  learned,  from  the  example 
of  the  Europeans,  how  ufeful  a  help  this  is  for 
gaining  time  and  faving  trouble,  they  will  fhortly 
attempt  to  apply  it  to  their  canoes  :  they  are  al- 
ready 
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ready  verfed  in  the  art  of  weaving  ;  one  flep  more 
is  fufficient  for  them  to  add  to  their  canoes  a  maft 
and  a  yard,  and  to  adapt  a  fail  to  them. 

Although  the  natives  of  Tchinkitanay  have 
long  been  in  poiTeffion  of  European  hatchets,  they 
do  not  yet  make  ufe  of  this  inflrument  for  felling 
the  tree  which  they  intend  for  the  conftrudion  of 
a  canoe  ;  they  have  preferved  their  ancient  method 
of  undermining  its  foot  by  means  of  fire  :  it  is 
by  the  affiftance  of  this  fame  agent  that  they  con- 
trive to  hollow  it  out  ;  it  is  alfo  with  this  inflru- 
ment, which  is  docile  in  their  hands,  and  the 
a^lion  of  which  they  know  how  to  dire£t  and  re- 
gulate, that  they  fafhion  the  tree  on  the  outfide,  fo 
\  as  to  give  it  the  form  the  beft  calculated  for  being 
fupported  by  the  water,  and  for  dividing  the  fluid 
by  either  of  its  extremities  indifferently.    We  fliall 
ceafe  to  be  furprifed  that,  fince  they  are  acquainted 
with  the  hatchet,  which  feems  to  afford  both  faci- 
lity and  difpatch,  they  have  not  preferred  the  ufe 
of  it  to  the  laborious  and  long  proceeding  which 
they  continue  to  employ,  if  we  do  not  forget  that 
fire  has  the  property  of  hardening  the  wood  ta 
which  it  has  been  applied,  confequently  of  pro- 
curing it  greater  denfity,  and  of  rendering  it  more 
impervious  to  the  w^ater.     It  cannot  be  doubted 
that  they  have  difcovered  in  fire  this  property  of 
rendering  wood  more  compati,  and  of  prolonging 
its  duration,  when  it  is  to  be  expo  fed  to  moiflure^ 
(ince,  when  they  make  a  point  tQ  a  flake  which 

they 
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they  intend  to  be  driven  into  the  ground,  they 
take  great  care  to  harden,  by  means  of  fire,  all 
the  part  that  is  to  be  buried 

The  temporary  fettlements  which  the  Tchinld- 
tanayans  form  on  the  coafl:,  fuch  as  they  have 
been  defcribed,  would  give  us  reafon  to  believe  that 
their  progrefs  in  civil  architecture  is  not  fo  rapid  as 
in  naval  ;  but,  from  what  the  French  could  learn 
from  them,  they  have,  up  the  country,  fome 
well-built,  fpacious,  and  convenient  habitations. 
If  their  account  be  faithful,  and  if  our  voyagers 
underflood  them  rightly,  we  mull:  conclude  that 
thefe  Americans,  from  what  they  faid,  are  not  a 
wandering  tribe,  but  abandon  their  homes,  only 
when  the  hunting  or  fiihing  feafon,  or  trade  with 
ftrangers,  compels  them,  for  a  time,  to  make  a 
few  excurfions  to  a  didance,  and  proceed  to  the 
borders  of  the  fea.  We  may,  without  impeach- 
ing their  induftry,  imagine  that  thefe  habitations  of 
the  interior,  of  which  they  fpeak  with  a  fort  of 
emphafis,  greatly  refemble,  in  point  of  archi- 
tedure,  fize,  and  convenience,  thofe  of  the  natives 
of  NooTKA,  a  defcription  and  a  drawing  of  which 
are  to  be  found  in  Cook's  third  voyage*  It  muft 
be  admitted  that  thefe  are  indeed  palaces,  if  we 
compare  them  to  thofe  miferable  huts  which  were 
feen  on  the  coaft,  and  which,  under  their  covering 
of  ikins  and  bark,  receive  a  whole  family,  heaped 

*  Obfervations  of  Rohlet^ 

up 


350  MARCHANDAS  VOYAGE.        [Auguft  îjgii 

up  pell-mell  on  a  kw  toifes  of  moi  H"  grouri^^,  and 
.  expoted  to  all  the  inclemencies  of  the  lateral  air,  ill 
a  climate  wliere  R  eatimuPv's  thermometer,  during 
the  day,  rifes  no  higher  than  twelve  degrees  iii 
the  dog-days  *. 

The  Tchinkitanayans  have  a  decided  tafle  for 
finging,  and  it  appears  to  be  among  them  a  fort 
of  fecial  inftitùtion  :  at  fixed  periods  of  the  day, 
in  the  morning  and  evening,  they  fmg  iu  chorus  ; 
every  perfon  prefent  takes  à  part  in  the  concert  ; 
and  they  all  exhibit  a  compofure  which  might 
fuggeft  the  idea  that  the  words  of  their  fongs 
carry  with  them  an  intereR  that  fixes  their  atten« 
tion.  The  Editor  of  Dixon's  Journal  has  inferted^ 
in  his  narrative,  a  Tchinkitanayan  fong,  which  he 
frequently  heard  repeated  during  the  flay  of  the 
Englifh  in  the  bay  ;  it  is  written  in  notes  with 
bars.  It  appears  that  the  chief  of  the  family  be- 
gins by  fmging  alone  the  firfl  two  meafures  ;  thé 
men  and  women  then  ioin  their  voices  to  his  in 
chorus,  the  women  to  the  upper  o6lave  ;  and,  all 
beat  time  with  much  exadnefs,  fometimes  with 
their  hands  ;  at  others,  with  paddles  ;  meanwhile 
the  chief  fliakes  his  rattle  and  makes  a  thoufand 
ridiculous  gefticulation?,  finging  at  intervals  in 
different  notes  from  the  reft.    They  have,  adds 

•  According  to  Dixon^s  Journal  (page  the  meati  heat 

during  his  ftay  in  Norfolk  Sound,  towards  the  end  of  June,- 
was  48  degrees  of  FarenheH^%  thermometer,  or  j  §  degrees  of 
Reaufnur^, 

9  that 
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that  Journalift,  a  great  variety  of  tunes,  but  their 
method  of  performing  them  is  univerfally  the 
fame  *.  The  French  obferve,  in  hke  manner, 
that  all  the  fingers  beat  time,  and  that  they  have 
fo  true  an  ear,  that  never  more  than  a  fmgle 
ftroke  is  heard.  Oar  voyagers,  taking  a  pleafure 
in  their  fmging,  which  is  melodious,  frequently 
requeued  them  to  fmg,  and  they  did  fo  without 
fufFering  themfelves  to  be  preffed  ;  nor  did  they 
endeavour  to  make  a  favpur  of  fliewing  their  talent 
by  a  refiftance  which  is  not  always  a  proof  of 
modefty  or  diffidence.  In  their  turn,  they  re- 
queft,ed  the  French  to  fing,  and  appeared  particu- 
larly to  enjoy  the  flow  tunes,  the  movement  of 
which  comes  near  to  that  of  their  fongs  ;  an  opera 
of  Lull  Y  would  be  heard  with  rapture  at  Tchin- 
KITÂNAY  5  and,  no  doubt,  its  fuccefs  would  be 
complete,  if  it  were  terminated  by  a  ballet  of 
devils,  in  which  the  natives  might  recognize  them-* 
felves. 

A  rapid  infpedlion  may  fuffice  for  an  obferving 
traveller,  to  learn  the  phyfical  conftitution  of  the 
people  whom  he  vifits,  and  enable  him  to  defcribe 
their  drefs,  weapons,  arts,  food,  and  every  thing 
that  ftrikes  the  fenfes  :  but  if  a  nation  be  not  aflem- 
bled  in  great  numbers  on  the  fame  fpot  ;  if  he  fee 
cmly  portions  of  it  diftant  from  their  homes  ;  if  he 
cannot  penetrate  to  their  fix^d  habitations,  it  is 

*  S^XHxon's  Foyage,  page  24^5» 

fcafcelf 
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fcarcely  pofTible  for  him  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of 
its  government,  its  religion  when  it  has  one,  its 
manners,  and  its  cufloms  :  then,  he  is  reduced  to 
conje^lures  ;  he  endeavours  to  divine,  and  he 
thinks  he  knows  :  it  is  but  too  common  that  from 
an  infulated  fa61:,  from  a  fmgle  obfervation,  he 
forms  his  conclufions  of  the  community  from  the 
individual;  and  the  pidure  which  he  prefents  as 
drawn  from  nature,  is  no  more  thatj  a  picture  of 
imagination.  He  experiences  ftill  greater  diffi- 
culties, if  he  wifh  to  form  and  give  an  idea  of  the 
character  of  this  fame  nation  of  which  he  fees  only 
a  few  individuals,  for  a  moment,  and  merely  for 
the  obje£l  of  trade.  In  order  to  know  the  cha- 
rader  and  feize  its  fhades,  it' is  neceffary  to  have 
'  ftudied  it  for  a  long  time,  to  have  examined  nian 
in  circumftances  where  the  mind  is  agitated  by  the 
paffions,  and  in  thofe  when,  reftored  to  tran- 
quillity, it  pours  itfelf  into  the  bofom  of  friend- 
Ihip,  or  peaceably  enjoys  itfelf  in  the  intimacy  of  a 
well-matched  union  :  and  can  a  traveller  fee  in 
every  moral  attitude,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expreffion, 
the  man  whom  he  wifhes  to  draw  ?  The  trait 
which  the  obfervation  of  the  day  makes  him  note 
down  as  charaderiftic,  the  obfervation  of  the  mor- 
row will  make  him  efface  ;  in  fhort,  he  is  forced  to 
paint  the  fubjed  in  profile,  in  order  that  the 
moveability  of  the  features  may  not  make  him  inifâ 
the  likenefs  ;  and  a  profile  has  no  countenance, 
ît  will  not  therefore  be  expefted  tîjat  what  con- 
cerns 
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cerns  the  religious  and  political  inftitutions,  the 
cuftoms,  the  moral  qualities,  and  the  charafter  of 
the  Tchinkitanayans  fliould  be  prefented  with  de- 
tail :  I  can  produce  no  more  than  a  fhapelefs  fketch  ; 
report  fome  fadls,  with  lefs  order  than  accuracy  ; 
and  compare  what  voyagers  have  faid,  in  order  to 
confirm  or  invalidate  their  accounts,  the  one  by 
the  other,  and  fometimes  to  fupply  the  deficiency 
of  proofs  by  probabilities. 

It  was  not  poflible  for  the  French  to  afcertain 
tvhether  the  Tchinkitanayans  acknowledge  a  Su- 
preme Being,  whether  they  pay  him  any  fort  of 
worftiip,  and  whether  they  have  an  idea  of  a'  fu- 
ture life,  which  implies  the  principle  of  the  im- 
mortality of  the  foul.  The  Editor  of  Dixon's 
Journal  mentions,  however,  that  he  was  one  day 
endeavouring  to  get  the  meaning  of  fome  words 
in  their  language  from  one  of  the  chiefs,  and  fays 
he,  "  the  American,  pointing  to  the  fun,  took 
"  great  pains  to  make  me  underftand,  that  not- 
"  withftanding  our  apparent  fuperiority  in  pofTefT- 
"  ing  various  ufefùl  articles,  which  they  did  not, 
"  yet  that  our  origin  was  the  fame  with  theirs,  that 
"  they  came  from  above  as  well  as  we,  and  that 
"  the  fun  animated  and  kept  alive  every  créa- 
"  ture  in  the  univerfe*."  The  Tchinkitanayans 
therefore  acknowledge,  under  the  emblem  of  the 
fun,  a  Supreme  Divinity  ?    This  idea  is  the  firft 


*  See  Dixon* s  Foyage, -^sigQs  189  and  190. 
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that  prefents  itfelf  to  the  man  who  has  no  other 
guide  than  the  light  of  reafon  ;  beyond  that,  every 
thing  is  fupernatural.  Perhaps  thofe  fongs  which 
precede  and  conclude  their  commercial  dealings, 
are  invocations  and  thankfgivings  to  the  Univerfal 
Being  ;  perhaps  thofe  regulated  fongs,  at  the 
rifing  and  fetting  of  the  luminary  of  the  day,  are 
aéls  of  adoration  ;  perhaps,  in  fhort,  thofe  whimfi- 
cal  dreffes  which  have  been  mentioned,  are  in- 
tended to  be  employed  in  religious  ceremonies,  in 
feftivals  which  are  not  celebrated  in  their  tempo- 
rary fettlements  on  the  coaft,  but  are  referved  for 
their  fixed  dwellings  in  the  interior  of  the  country. 
It  is  very  rare  for  men  to  be  formed  into  fociety, 
without  their  having  priefts,  fuperftitions,  and  ce- 
remonies 5  they  mufl  have  fliows,  errors,  and  con- 
folations. 

No  opportunity  occurred  of  obferving  the  fu- 
neral ceremonies  pradifed  by  the  Tchinkitanayans, 
when  death  takes  o£F  the  chief  of  a  family  or  one 
of  its  members  :  no  doubt,  they  do  not  give  them 
up  with  indifference  to  the  deflru6tive  elements, 
like  the  remains  of  the  animal  of  the  woods 
whofe  fkin  they  have  ftripped  off  j  and  their 
reafon  is  too  far  advanced  not  to  have  didated  to 
them  the  lafl  duties  which  are  to  be  paid  to  the 
dead  by  conjugal  affedlion,  filial  piety,  and  fweet 
friendfhip  :  perhaps  it  was  referved  for  the  moft 
civilized  people  of  the  Old  World  to  abandon  to 
unfeeling  hirelings  the  mortal  part  of  what  was 

the 
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the  moft  dear  to  us,  and  not  to  indulge  them- 
felves  in  dropping  a  tear  on  the  earth  which  is  on 
the  point  of  confuming  it.    But,  if  we  know  not 
what  honours  the  Tchinkitanayans  pay  to  the 
dead,  at  leafl:  we  know  that  they  are  extremely 
careful  and  intent  to  adorn  their  abode,  and  to 
refcue  from  deftru6lion  the  moft  noble  part  of  the 
being,   that  which  appears  to  be  the  feat  of 
thought.    The  Editor  of  Dixon's  Journal  reports 
that  "  Mr.  Turner,  one  of  Captain  Dixon's 
officers,  while  he  was  making  an  excurfion  in 
the  boat  on  the  weft  coaft  of  the  bay,  about 
four  miles  to  the  northward  of  their  firft  an. 
choring-birth,  faw  a  large  cave,  formed  by  nature 
in  the  fide  of  a  mountain  ;  curiofity  prompted 
"  him  to  go  on  ftiore,  in  order  to  examine  it,  as 
there  appeared  fomething,  which,  at  a  diftance, 
looked  bright  and  fparkling.    On  getting  into 
"  the  cave,  he  found  the  obje6t  which  attracted 
his  attention  to  be  a  fquare  box,  with  a  human 
head  in  it  :  the  box  was  very  beautifully  orna- 
"  mented  with  fmall  fhells,  polifhed  and  fhining, 
"  compofmg  various  defigns,  and  feemed  to  have 
"  been  left  there  very  recently,  being  the  only 
"  one  in  the  place         Captain  Dixon,  who 
had  difcovered  Port  Mulgrave,  fituated  two 
degrees  and  a  half  to  the  northward  of  Tchinki- 
TÂNAY,  there  met,  in  his  excurfions,  with  fQverai 


*  See  Dixon^s  Foyage,  page  181. 
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of  this  fort  of  buryîng-places.  If  we  can  con- 
trive not  to  fufFer  our  opinion  to  be  governed  by 
appearances  ;  if,  in  Gripping  objeds  of  their  mat- 
ter, we  are  willing,  in  order  to  appreciate  them  to 
confider  the  motive,  the  box  in  which  the  Ameri- 
can preferves  the  deficcated  head  which  was  dear 
to  him,  and  the  urn  in  which  Cornelia  pre- 
ferves the  afhes  of  Pomply,  will  not  differ  in 
our  eyes  :  the  fame  fentiment  renders  them  equally 
facred.  When  we  fee  the  pains,  the  degree  of  re. 
finement,  which  thefe  people,  whom  we  dare  to 
call  favagcÈ^  vie  with  each  other  in  employing,  to 
adorn  that  portion  of  the  remains  of  their  relations 
or  of  their  friends,  which  they  can  difpenfe  with 
reftoring  to  the  elements,  we  mufl:  believe  that, 
if,  like  the  Egyptians,  they  poffeffed  the  art  of 
embalming,  or  if  Nature  had  dug  in  their  foli- 
tudes,  afylums  inaccefTible  to  corruption,  fuch  as 
thofe  prefervative  caverns  in  the  Ifland  of  TeNe- 
RiFFE,  where,  for  fo  many  centuries  paft,  the 
deficcated  bodies  of  the  ancient  Guanches  repofe 
entire,  we  fhould  fee  them,  at  fixed  periods,  on  the 
return  of  the  feafons,  pay  religioufly  to  their  an- 
ceflors,  refpeded  both  by  men  and  by  time,  the 
perpetuated  homage  of  filial  piety  and  of  grati* 
tude.  Feeling  people,  may  you  ever  preferve  this 
fentiment,  fometimes  impaired,  but  indehble,  which 
endeavours  to  prolong,  by  illufion,  the  exiftenceof 
our  forefathers  or  of  our  models  !  And  never 
may  one  of  thofe  political  revolutions  which  over- 
throw 
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throw  great  empires,  by  bringing  you  back  to 
the  infenfibility  of  the  wandering  animals  with 
which  you  fhare  your  forefts,  make  you  forget 
what  the  prefent  owes  to  the  paft,  what  the  living 
owe  to  the  dead! 

The  French  were  unable  to  afcertain  whether  the 
total  number  of  (he  natives  whom  they  faw  af- 
fembled  in  Tchinkitânay  Bay,  and  who  all  be- 
longed to  the  furrounding  coaft,  form  one  and 
the  fame  tribe,  and  whether  they  acknowledge 
a  fupreme  chief  :  only,  the  firfl:  day  that  the  So- 
lide anchored  in  the  bay,  a  perfonage  better 
drelTed  than  the  reft,  feemed  to  affect  an  air  of  fu- 
periority  ;  but,  as  his  companions  fliewed  him  no 
refpeft,  and  appeared  not  to  pay  any  attention  to 
him,  the  French  thought  that  they  ought  not  to 
pay  him  any  more.  The  following  day,  they  faw 
this  fame  man,  without  any  diftindive  mark, 
confounded  in  the  crowd  :  he  had  forgotten  his 
dignity  of  the  preceding  day  ;  or  they  had  been 
miftaken  in  regard  to  this  dignity.  The  govern^ 
ment  of  the  Tchinkitanayans  would  appear  then 
to  approach  the  patriarchal  government,  where 
every  one  acknov/ledges  as  a  fuperior  the  chief 
only  of  the  family  ;  but  they  want  flocks  and 
herds,  the  place  of  which  cannot  be  fupphed  by 
otters  and  bears.  Dixqn's  Editor,  however, 
feems  to  admit  tribes  or  chiefs  of  tribes  ;  for 
he  fays  that  "  the  chief  of  the  tribe  has  always  the 

entire  nianagement  of  all  the  trade  belonging 
A  A  3  to 
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to  his  people,  and  takes  infinite  pains  to  dif- 
pofe  of  their  furs  advantageoufly  This 
palfage  of  Dixon  fhould  not  therefore  perfuade 
me  that  he  thought  the  Tchinkitanayans  are  di- 
vided into  tribes  ;  and  what  he  fays  may  be  ex- 
plained by  what  Captain  Chanal  fays,  when  he 
fpeaks  of  their  intelligence  and  cunning  in  trade  ; 
he  remarks  that  the  greater  part  of  the  natives 
întrufled  the  bufinefs  of  trading  for  them,  to 
thofe  among  them  whom  they  knew  to  be  the 
moft  Ikilful  in  this  kind  of  traffic  :  this  feems  to 
me  to  indicate  merely  the  miftruft  of  their  own  ta- 
lent, and  a  fort  of  homage  paid  to  that  of  ano- 
ther j  it  is  an  a6l  of  deference  didated  by  intereft  ; 
but  it  is  not  an  a6l  of  fubmiffion  ;  and  it  feems  to 
me  that  the  independence  of  each  family,  ob- 
ferved  by  Captain  Chanal,  is  not  contradicted  by 
the  obfervation  of  Dixon's  Editor. 

The  conduâ;  of  thefe  Americans  in  traffic,  an- 
nounces both  judgment  ^nd  diftruft.  Diffisrent 
from  the  people  who  inhabit  the  iflands  of  the 
Great  Ocean,  they  never  prefer  the  agreeable 
to  the  ufeful  ;  what  is  not  to  them  ^n  objeft  of 
utility,  is  accepted  only  as  a  prefent,  as  Stok^  ac- 
cording to  their  expreffion  ;  it  was  obferved  that 
when  they  accept,  by  way  of  clofmg  a  bargain, 
any  of  our  nick-nacks  which  have  no  value  but 
from  fancy,  and  can  ferve  only  for  drefs,  it  is 
folely  for  the  purpofe  of  pleafmg  their  women  ; 

*  ^ec  Dixon's  f^oya^e, -pzge  iS'j^ 

they 
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they  yield  to  importunity  ;  but  it  is  evidently  with 
regret  Dealings  with  them  are  not  to  be  termi- 
nated quickly  :  they  do  not  conclude  their  bargains 
till  after  a  long  and  minute  examination  of  the 
commodities  which  are  offered  :  the  fmalleft  de- 
fed  efcapes  not  the  firft  glance  of  their  eye,  but 
makes  them  lelTen  the  price  of  the  article,  or  de- 
termines them  to  rejeél  it  entirely.  The  regulation 
which  they  eftablifhed  among  them  for  their  traffic 
with  the  flrangers  was  admirable  :  each  canoe  was 
feen  to  approach  the  fhip  in  its  turn,  without  con- 
fufion,  without  difpute,  and  according  to  the  order 
in  which  they  had  all  prefented  themfelves  on  their 
arrival  near  her  ;  and  thofe  who  were  in  them, 
were  neither  eager,  urgent,  noify,  nor  importunate. 
The  moment  a  chief  has  concluded  a  bargain," 
fays  Dixon's  Editor,  "  he  repeats  the  word  Coocoo 
thrice,  with  quicknefs,  and  is  immediately  an*- 
fwered  by  all  the  people  in  his  canoe  with  the 
word  Wboa/j,  pronounced  in  a  tone  of  exclama^ 
"  tion,  but  with  greater  or  lefs  eriergy,  in  propor- 
tion  as  the  bargain  he  h^s  made  is  approved 
off."  Captain  Chanal  fays  only  that  when 
a  bargain  is  concluded,  they  exprefs  their  fatif- 
fadion  by  exclaiming  Omb;  this  is  Dixon's 
JVboah,  written  for  the  French  pronunciation^ 
The  Editor  of  his  Journal,  ftruck,  like  the  French, 
by  the  good  order  which  the  Americans  of  the 

*  Obfervations  of  Rohîet»     f  Dixon*s  ^oyage^  P^E^  ^  S9. 
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bay  obferve  in  their  trade  with  ftrangers,  and  by 
the  honefty  with  which  they  feem  to  deal,  appears 
to   doubt  that  confidence   and  harmony  reign 
^mong  themfelves.    After  mentioning  "  that  the 
chief  of  a  tribe  has  always  the  entire  manage- 
ment  of  all  the  trade  belonging  to  his  people 
he  fays  that,  "  fhould  a  different  tribe  come  along- 
fide  to  trade,  whilfl  he  is  trading,  they  wait  with 
patience  till  he  has  done,  and  if,  in  their  opi- 
nion,  he  has  made  a  good  market,  they  fre- 
quently  employ  him  to  fell  their  (kins  :  fome- 
times,  indeed,  they  feem  extremely  jealous  of 
each  other."    This  is  a  very  probable  conjec- 
ture J  for  he  adds,  that  "  they  ufe  every  precaution 
to  prevent  their  neighbours  from  obferving  what 
articles  they  obtain  in  exchange  for  their  com- 
"  modities*," 

The  mode  of  life  of  the  Tchinkitanayans  is  very 
tegular  ;  they  quitted  the  fhip  fufîiciently  early  to 
be  on  fliore  before  noon  ;  this  is  the  hour  fixed  for 
their  firfl  meal  j  and  they  take  their  fécond  a 
little  before  night  :  this  order  is  invariable. 

The  men  appear  to  have  for  the  women  the  re- 
gard and  attention  which  their  weaknefs  claims  ; 
they  are  not  feen  here,  as  among  moft  of  the  favage 
nations  of  America,  charged  with  the  rudefl:  la- 
bours, and  frequently  treated  no  better  than  our 
beads  of  burden.  The  men  have  referved  for  them- 
felves every  laborious  occupation,  hunting,  fifliinga, 

*  Dtxon's  Voyage  y  pages  187  and  188. 
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and  the  preparation  and  cooking  of  meat  and  fifii. 
The  employments  of  the  women  confift  in  clean- 
ing the  fkins  from  their  lad  greafe,  and  fewing 
them  and  making  them  into  dreifes.  Their  diffi^ 
cuky  in  walking  and  their  embonpoint  announce 
that  their  hfe  is  very  fedentary.  They  were  feen 
fometimes  to  handle  a  paddle,  but  in  cafes  only 
when  they  were  alone  in  the  canoe,  or  when  the 
men  were  not  in  fufiicient  numbers  to  nianage  it. 
They  appear  very  fubordinate  to  their  hufoands  ; 
but  the  latter  have  for  them  the  greatell:  reipecl  ; 
and  they  feidom  take  the  Hberty  of  concluding  a 
bargain  without  confulting  them.  The  women 
eat  in  common  with  the  hufband  and  the  children  ; 
and  it  is  well  known,  that,  among  the  greater  part 
of  the  tribes  which  occupy  the  iflands  of  the 
Great  Ocean,  and  among  fome  of  thofe  of  the 
continent  of  America,  the  men  never  admit 
the  women   to  their  table. 

The  good  underftanding  which  reigns  in  their 
families  is  manifefted,  in  an  affeding  manner,  by 
the  general  exprefiion  of  their  fondnefs  for  their 
children  5  and  the  cares  which  nature  feemsto  have 
allotted  exclulively  to  the  mother,  the  father  is  of- 
ten feen  to  take  a  delight  in  fharing.  The  fitua- 
ihn  of  the  children  at  the  bread  is,  however,  de- 
plorable*. They  are  packed  up  in  a  fort  of  wicker 
cradle,  fomewhat  hke  one  of  our  chairs,  the  back 

*  The  Journal  of  Captain  Chanal  and  the  Obfervations  of 
Surgeon  Roblet  are  blended  in  the  following  defcrîption. 

of 
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of  which  has  been  cut  at  a  fmall  height  above 
the  feat.  This  cradle  is  covered  outwardly  with 
dry  leather,  and  lined  with  furs  in  the  place  where 
the  child  is  to  refl.  There  it  is  that  the  little  fuf- 
ferer  experiences  a  fort  of  continual  torture,  and 
all  the  evils  that  can  be  produced  by  filthinefs  and 
confinement.  Placed  in  a  fitting  pofture  with  its 
legs  extended,  and  ftuck  one  againft  the  other,  it  is 
covered  to  the  chin  by  an  otter-lkin,  and  tied 
down,  in  order  to  fix  it  on  its  bed  of  pain,  by  lea- 
ther flraps  which  leave  it  no  liberty  except  for 
the  motions  of  irs  head  ;  and  mofl  frequently,  it 
moves  that  only  to  exprefs  its  fuffering.  The  care 
which  is  taken  to  cover  with  dry  mofs  the  feat  on 
which  it  fits,  and  to  place  fome  between  its  thighs? 
alfo  turns  againfl  it  :  its  urine  and  excrements 
jbon  convert  this  mofs  into  dung  ;  and  the  fermen- 
tation which  there  takes  place,  produces,  in  thofe 
delicate  parts  of  the  body,  excoriations,  the  fears 
of  which  it  preferves  for  life.  When  the  unfor- 
tunate little  creature  is  taken  from  its  cafe  in  order 
to  be  cleaned,  an  idea  may  be  formed  of  what  it 
muft  have  fufTered  :  all  its  limbs  appear  furrowed 
by  the  deep  marks  imprinted  on  them  by  the  ftrong 
preiTure  of  the  flraps  which  bind  it,  of  the  folds  of 
the  fkin  which  envelops  it,  and  even  of  the  wood 
of  the  cradle  in  which  it  is  carried. 

The  efFeds  of  this  ftate  of  continual  conflraint  are 
nianifefled  in  all  the  children  at  the  breaft  ;  their 
leannefs  and  weaknefs  fufficiently  indicate  that, 

although 


Auguft  I79I.]        MARCHANDAS  VOYAGE.  363 

although  the  mothers  are,  in  general,  excellent 
nurfes,  the  good  quahty  of  the  milk  which  they 
fuck,  is  unable  to  give  to  their  fettered  members, 
the  fpring  and  the  ftrength  which  motion  and  ex* 
ercife  can  alone  maintain  and  increafe.  But  as 
foon  as,  releafed  from  the  bonds  of  the  fatal  cra- 
dle, they  can  crawl  on  the  ground  and  walk  on 
all-fours,  there  takes  place,  throughout  every  pare 
of  their  body,  a  fudden  and  rapid  expanfion  ;  gaiety, 
that  charming  gaiety  of  childhood,  foon  fucceeds  to 
cries  and  tears  ;  and  health,  which  diffufes  over 
their  plump  cheeks  a  brilliant  carnation,  announces 
that  Nature  has  again  laid  hold  of  her  work  in  or* 
der  to  bring  it  to  perfedion. 

Let  us  not,  however,  judge  too  feverely,  let 
us  not  without  inquiry,  condemn  the  method, 
baneful  in  its  effeds,  which  the  mothers  of  Tchin- 
KITÂNAY  employ  in  the  rearing  of  their  nurilings  ; 
it  has  its  principle  in  maternal  folicitude,  and  in 
the  fear  of  expofmg  them  to  dangers.  If,  among 
the  people,  not  yet  civilized,  who  inhabit  the  burn- 
ing cHmates,  inftin6l  has  fuggefled  to  mothers  the 
idea  of  not  fwaddiing  their  children,  in  order  to 
fuffer  them  to  enjoy  a  little  coolnefs  ;  it  has  in  like 
manner  taught  thofe  of  the  frozen  climates,  that 
heat  can  be  preferved  only  inafmuch  as  it  con- 
centered in  a  fmall  fpace,  and  has  pointed  out  to 
them  to  make  fmall  cradles,  which,  by  fulfilling 
this  firft  objed,  alfo  anfvi'er  the  precautions  re- 
quired by  the  obligation  of  carrying  their  children 

pa 
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on  journies  through  the  woods,  and  on  excurfions 
in  their  canoes  :  they  have  perceived  that,  for  con- 
venience, and  flill  more  to  prevent,  in  thefe  fre- 
quent removals,  accidents  which  cannot  be  fore- 
feen,  it  was  neceflary  that  the  child  and  its  cradle 
fhould  form,  as  it  were,  but  one  body  ;  they  have 
facrified  its  welfare  to  its  fafety  and  prefervation. 
But  have  we  not  feen,  at  a  time  which  is  not  very 
remote  from  ours,  have  we  not  feen,  in  a  great 
nation,  civilized  for  fo  many  centuries  part:,  which 
cannot  plead  the  fame  motive  of  fafety,  and  do 
we  not  flill  fee,  at  this  day,  the  rearing  of  children 
abandoned  to  mercenary  women  who  cannot  have 
the  feeHngs  of  a  mother,  and  who,  to  evade  the 
obligation  of  being  inceifantly  taken  up  with  their 
nurflings,  and  to  attend  more  freely  to  their  fa- 
mily-concerns, bind  from  head  to  foot  thefe  inno- 
cent beings,  and  condemn  them  to  the  punifhment 
of  reftraint  during  the  whole  time  of  their  being 
fuckled?  Perhaps,  in  ages  to  come,  the  north-west 
part  of  America  will  have  its  Tronchin  ^nd  its 
Rousseau  :  the  former,  fupported  by  experience 
and  phyfic,  will  adviie  ;  while  the  latter,  more  pow- 
erful through  his  eloquence  alone,  will  direft  to 
be  reftored  to  the  child  that  liberty  which  it  can- 
not itfelf  claim  but  by  unavailing  cries  and  tears 
that  frequently  injuftice  or  barbarity  dares  impute 
to  the  perverfenefs  of  a  being  which  is  yet  neither 
good  nor  wicked.  The  American  phyfician  and  . 
the  philofopher  will  at  leafl:  find  Nature  in  the 

8  enjoy  mçiu 
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enjoyment  of  part  of  her  rights";  they  will  not 
have  to  command  mothers  to  fuckle  their  children. 

But  if  the  Tchinkitanayans  have  thought  proper 
to  reftridl  Nature  in  the  attentions  which  they  pay- 
to  infants,  they  preferve  to  her  full  liberty  in  the 
education  of  adults,  and,  by  daily  exercife,  haften 
the  progrefs  and  development  of  their  phyfical 
faculties.  Male  children  fhare  the  fatigues  of  the 
father  :  trained,  from  their  youngeft  days,  to  hunt- 
ing and  fifhing,  it  is  they  who  go  and  harpoon 
fiùï  in  the  river,  and  there  feek,  with  bafms,  ket- 
tles, and  the  other  veflels  which  they  have  obtained 
from  the  Europeans,  all  the  water  necefiary  for 
the  confumption  of  the  family  :  they  alfo  go  and 
cut  wood  for  fuel  and  cooking  ;  and,  fmce  the  Eu- 
ropeans have  made  them  acquainted  with  the  ufe 
and  convenience  of  the  flint  and  fteel,  they  avail 
themfelves  of  them  for  obtaining  fire*  ;  but  it  is 
f  probable  that,  before  this  period,  they  knew  how  to 
procure  it  by  fome  of  thofe  methods  pra<^ifed  by 
favage  nations  ;  here  are  no  little  boys  even,  who, 
though  fcarcely  yet  able  to  walk,  do  not  begin  to 
exercife  themfelves  with  a  piece  of  wood  fafhioned 
like  a  lance,  and  try  the  ftrength  of  their  young 
arm  againft  the  trunk  of  the  trees  that  are  within 
their  reach.  The  education  of  the  girls  allows 
them  not  to  go  far  from  the  habitation  :  fedenlary 
like  the  mother,  they  fhare  her  peaceful  labours 

*  Obfervatîons  of  Rob/et, 
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and  occupations  ;  and,  în  fharing  equally  with  her 
the  attentions  which  young  infants  require,  they 
are,  betimes,  infl:ru6led  in  the  duties  that  will  one 
day  be  impofed  on  them  by  conjugal  union  and 
maternity. 

Our  voyagers  were  not  able  to  learn  on  what 
principles  the  union  of  both  fexes  is  formed  ; 
what  ceremonies  precede,  accompany,  and  follow 
it;  what  contrad  binds  the  parties,  and  whether 
this  bond  be  indiffoluble  ;  but  their  common  af. 
feélion  for  the  fruit  of  their  loves,  the  great  num- 
ber of  individuals  of  which  each  family  is  com- 
pofed,  the  harmony  which  reigns  among  its  mem- 
bers— every  thing  feems  to  indicate  that  conjugal 
union  has  no  other  period  than  that  of  life  :  and  if 
we  are  not  certain  that  its  ties  are  indiffoluble,  at 
leaft  we  have  reafon  to  believe  that,  in  general,  they 
are  refpeded. 

The  behaviour  of  the  women,  in  prefence  of  their 
huibands,  is  extremely  referved  and  modefl  :  the 
greateft  decency  is  manifefted  in  their  drefs  ;  and 
fcarceiy  do  they  allow  themfelves,  in  fuckiing  their 
children,  to  uncover  their  bofom  before  a  ftranger. 
The  men,  who,  in  all  countries,  have  made  for 
one  half  of  the  human  race,  laws  which  are  not 
binding  on  the  other,  do  not  fubmit  more  here 
than  elfewhere,  to  the  rules  of  decency  to  which 
they  have  fubjeded  the  women  :  frequently  they 
undrefs  and  (hew  themfelves  naked  before  them 

and 


Auguft  I79I.]      MARCHANDAS  VOYAGE. 


3^7 


ând  before  ft  rangers,  and  walk  about  m  this  ftate 
of  nature,  if  the  weather  be  not  too  fevere  :  fquat- 
ted  in  a  circle  round  the  fire,  an  attitude  which  is 
very  ufual  with  them,  if  they  are  prefled  by  a  want, 
they  fatisfy  it  without  fhame,  without  turning  afide, 
even  in  prefence  of  their  daughters  :  the  women 
alone  are  acquainted  with  decorum,  and  fcrupu- 
loufly  conform  to  the  little  reftraints  which  it  im- 
pofes  in  fociety.  It  may,  however,  be  doubted 
whether  the  referve  for  which  they  are  honoured, 
be  among  them  the  efFe6l  of  natural  modefty  or 
whether  it  ought  not  rather  to  be  attributed  to 
fear  :  the  jealoufy  of  the  hufbands  is  carried  even 
to  frenzy.  A  Tchinkitanayan,  pointing  to  his  wife 
who  was  fuckling,  gave  the  French  to  under ftand, 
by  unequivocal  figns  and  geftures,  that,  if  he  could 
fufped  that  the  bantling  reclined  on  her  bofom, 
was  the  fruit  of  an  infidelity,  he  would  ftab  the 
mother  and  devour  the  child  :  yet  we  have  no  rea- 
fon  to  think  thefe  people  are  cannibals  *,  a  re- 
proach 

*  Surgeon  Rohlet  fays,  that,  although  nothing  of  what  he 
faw,  gave  him  reafon  to  fufpeft  the  Tchinkitanayans  to  be 
cannibals,  yet  he  cannot  be  perfuaded  that  they  are  not  fo. 
«  I  wifhed  repeatedly,"  adds  he,  "  to  clear  up  my  doubts; 
**  I  aflced  fome  among  them  if  they  ate  the  men  whom  they 
"  kill  or  make  prifoners  in  war  ;  and,  after  having  convinced 
"  myfelf  that  they  had  underllood  me  very  well,  I  faw  them 
"  always  look  at  each  other,  without  ever  giving  me  an  an- 
"  fwer  that  could  either  deftroy  or  confirm  my  fufpicion  : 

perhaps  the  European  nations  which  have  preceded  us  at 

«  Tch'm- 
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proach  which  Captain  Cook  imagined  he  might 
make  to  the  natives  of  Nootka  who  inhabit  the 
fame  coaft,  feven  or  eight  degrees  more  to  the 
fouthward  ;  it  is  to  be  prefumed  that  the  Oros- 
MANE  of  TcHiNKiTANAY  wifhcd  merely  to  ex- 
prefs  in  a  favage  manner,  to  what  excefs  jealoufy 

might  drive  him  :  "  je  ne  fuis  point  jaloux  ft  je 

"  Vétois  jamais  In  Eup.ope  we  ftophere  ; 

but  the  movement  of  the  foul,  which  becomes  in- 
dignant at  the  idea  of  infidehty,  is  the  fame  ;  but 
only,  at  TchinkitÂnay,  they  are  flrangers  to 
concealment.  If  we  compare  the  inhabitant  of 
this  country  with  that  of  the  Mendoca  Iflands, 


**  Tchtnhîtânay,  have  already  made  them  blufh  at  this  execra- 
<'  ble  cuftom,  and  that  they  dare  no  longer  avow  it.'* 

This  fufpicion  of  Surgeon  Rohlet  appears  to  me  by  no^ 
means  juftified  by  the  filence  of  the  natives  whom  he  quef- 
tioned  :  fir  ft,  I  obferve  that  Dixon,  who  has,  without  proofs 
accufed  the  inhabitants  of  ^leen  Charlotte'^  Iflands  of  being 
cannibals,  although  he  never  fet  his  foot  on  their  {hore,  has  not 
made  the  fame  reproach  to  the  Tchinkitanayans  whom  he  fre- 
quented ;  in  the  fécond  place,  it  would  be  necelTary  to  be  cer- 
tain that  they  perfedly  underftood  the  queftion  which  was 
put  to  them  ;  and  laftly,  this  is  VfOt  the  cafe  where Jilenee  glvet 
confent  ;  for,  if  as  Surgeon  Rohlet  prefumes,  they  were  canni- 
bals, and  the  Europeans  have  made  them  bluili  at  a  cuftom 
at  which  nature  revolts  ;  it  may  be  imagined  that,  before  Eu- 
ropeans, they  would  have  been  eager,  if  they  had  compre- 
hended the  queftion,  to  give  them  to  underftand  that  they 
had  renounced  this  cuftom,  or  to  manifeft,  by  a  fign  of  horror^ 
that  they  never  praftifed  it. 

*  I  am  not  jealous ....  ftiould  I  ever  be  , . .  .  Zaire,  Ad'  Î. 
Scene  V. 

in 
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in  the  different  idea  which  both  attach  to  mo- 
defty,  and  to  conjugal  fidelity,  we  difcover  that 
jealoufy  in  men,  may  fometimes  be  in  an  inverfe 
ratio  to  beauty  in  women.  Bat  this  jealoufy  even, 
and  the  fear  which  it  infpires,  may  conflrain  the 
difpofition,  but  not  change  it  :  diflimulation  finds 
means  to  fupply  the  deficiency  of  virtue,  and  re- 
prefents  it.  The  Tchinkitanayan  women  make  a 
parade  of  theirs,  and  their  exaggeration  may  caufe 
the  reality  to  be  fufpe£led.  A  woman,  who  was 
aiked  whether  the  man  that  was  feen  near  her 
was  her  hufband.  and  whether  the  child  which  fhe 
had  on  her  lap  was  this  man's,  thought  that  the 
ftranger  meant  to  tell  her  that  her  child  was  not  by 
her  hufband  ;  flie  immediately  fnatched  the  dagger 
which  the  latter  carried  at  his  fide,  and,  with  fury 
in  her  eyes,  was  on  the  point  of  ftriking  with  it 
him  whom  fhe  imagined  could  have  formed  a 
doubt  as  to  her  fidelity  and  virtue  *.  However, 
thefe  Tchinkitanayan  females,  fo  referved  in  pre- 
fence  of  their  hufbands,  thefe  paragons  of  vh*tue, 
far  from  avoiding  ftrangers,  exprelTed,  by  their 
flolen  looks,  that,  if  a  fevere  vigilance  had  not 
oppofed  to  their  curiofity,  or  to  their  defires,  an  ob- 
flacle  too  difficult  to  be  furmounted,  they  would 
have  been  very  much  inclined  to  be  familiar  with 
the  Europeans  :  and  when,  by  chance,  fome  of  them 
were  met  with  alone,  they  were  feen  running  up 
to  the  French  with  eagernefs  ;  the  fevere  and  even 
fomewhat  favage  air,  which  they  preferved  in  pre- 

*  Obfervations  of  Rohlet* 
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fence  of  the  men,  inftantly  difappeared  ;  an  ani- 
mated fmile,  a  prepofieffing  affability  fucceeded  to 
feverity  ;  and  they  proved,  in  a  manner  too  ex- 
preiTive  to  be  mifunderflood,  that  uglinefs  is  not 
always  the  pledge  of  challity  :  peihaps  too  the 
French  demonftrated  to  them,  that  it  was  not  al- 
ways doomed  to  experience  a  refufal. 

Some  of  the  Solide's  people  reported  that  it  was 
not  poffible  for  them  to  doubt  that  the  Tchin- 
kitanayans  are  polluted  by  that  fhameful  vice 
which  the  immoral  theogony  of  the  Greeks  had 
made  divine  :  the  exclufive  property  and  fcarcity 
of  the  women,  w'hofe  number  appears  not  to  be 
in  proportion  to  that  of  the  men,  might,  perhaps, 
give  fome  weight  to  the  accufation  ;  but,  admitting 
that  it  was  well  founded  in  regard  to  a  few  de- 
praved individuals,  let  us  beware  of  accufing  a 
whole  tribe,  for  whom  paternity  has  fo  many 
charms,  of  a  vice  which  is  alike  repugnant  to  Na- 
ture  and  to  morality,  and  which  all  the  nations  of 
the  earth  have  configned  to  infamy  * . 

*  Surgeon  Rohlet  fays  tliat  he  is  cdnvinccd  that  the  men  give 
themfelves  up,  in  private,  to  every  thing  that  ihe  moil  unbri- 
dled debauchery  has  been  able  to  invent  for  the  purpofe  of  va 
rying  its  enjoyments  ;  Ârei'mo  would  have  refufed  to  prefent^ 
the  pi£ture  of  thera.  But,  fmce  thofe  who  abandon  themfelves 
to  this  turpitude,  take  great  care  to  conceal  it  from  every  eye, 
this  is  a  proof  that  it  is  held  in  detellation  by  the  greater  num- 
ber, and  that  Ihame  accompanies  the  vile  m^in  who  is  poL 
luted  by  it.  At  Santa  Chrijiinay  no  myflery  is  made  of  incoo- 
tinence  ;  it  is  the  vice  common  to  individuals  of  both  fex.es  ; 
it  is  the  vice  of  the  nation. 

The 
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The  countenance  of  the  Tchirikîtanayans  bears 
a  gloomy  impreflion  which  might  be  taken  for  fe- 
rocity, were  it  not  neceflary  to  attribute  it  to  the 
dark  colours  with  which  they  fmear  their  face, 
and  which  render  them  hideous.    They  are  not 
enemies  to  gaiety  ;  but  it  is  not  natural  to  them  ; 
their  difpofition  is  rather  allied  to  caution  and  re- 
ferve,  perhaps  to  difîîmulation»    They  have  fome- 
times  fhewn  traits  of  a  petulant  vivacity  which 
might  infpire  fome  confidence  :  on  other  occa- 
fions,  our  voyagers  had  reafon  to  conceive  that 
they  have  very  violent  paffions  j  but,  always  maf- 
ters  of  themfelves,  they  know  how  to  command 
thefe  paffions,  at  leaft  in  prefence  of  ftrangers. 
Their  geftures  are,  in  general,  very  expreffive,  and 
denote  intelligence  :  from  the  beginning,  they 
made  the  French  comprehend  very  well  what  Eu- 
ropean commodity,  what  utenfil  they  wilhed  for, 
nd  defignated,  in  a  manner  not  to  be  miflaken,  a 
acket,  a  pair  of  trowfers,  a  fhirt,  a  pot,  a  ftew- 
an,  a  kettle,  a  hatchet,  a  dagger,  &c.    It  may 
e  faid  that  they  wanted  nothing  but  language, 
aptain  Chanal  even  afierts  that  he  fucceeded 
n  making  them  underftand  moral  and  abftraft 
deas,  and  that  they  converfed  with  him  without 
much  difficulty.    Surgeon  Roblet  made  the  fame 
trial,  and  had  the  fame  reûilt  ;  he  fays  that  they 
are  capable  of  catching  every  idea  that  is  prefented 
to  them  :  for  inftance,  he   had  no  difficulty  in 
making  them  comprehend^  that^  when  both  par- 
B  B  2  tics 
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ties  were  once  fatisfied  with  a  bargain,  it  neither 
is  jufl:  nor  poffible  to  break  it  in  an  hour  after  it 
was  concluded,  unlefs  by  general  confent.  The 
Tchinkitanayans  cannot  be  confidered  as  a  favage 
people  ;  the  judgment  and  cunning  which  they 
difplay  in  their  commercial  concerns,  prove  that 
they  are  fufceptible  of  making  a  very  rapid  pro- 
grefs  in  civilization.  Before  the  French  landed 
on  their  coaft,  they  had  communicated  but  once 
with  Europeans,  or  twice  or  thrice  at  moft,  if  we 
reckon  the  vifit  of  the  Spaniards  in  1775,  and  per- 
haps that  of  fome  veffel  belonging  to  the  United 
States  ;  it  mufl:  therefore  be  prefumed  that  their 
communication  with  the  nations  inland  had  ren- 
dered familiar  to  them  the  habit  of  barter  ;  and 
the  works  in  metal  with  which  they  were  found 
provided  the  firft  time  that  they  were  vifited, 
leave  no  room  to  doubt  that  the  cuflom  of  traffic 
mud  be  very  ancient  among  them.  Their  miflruft 
in  regard  to  ftrangers  appears  extreme  ;  but  it 
was  not  poffible  to  diflinguifli  whether  it  be  the 
fame  among  themfelves  ;  it  was  only  remarked 
that  thofe  who  were  commilTioned  to  make  ex- 
changes, were  carefully  followed  and  watched 
by  thofe  who  intrufted  to  them  the  negotiation. 
Their  behaviour  to  the  French  was  civil,  but  not 
friendly  ;  and  the  natives  of  the  Mendoça  Iflands, 
though  volatile,  troublefome,  and  thievifh,  in- 
fpired,  with  all  their  failings,  an  intereft  which 
was  not  obtained  by  the  gravity  and  referve  of 

the 
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the  natives  of  Tchinkitanay  :  but  is  this  inte- 
reft  perfedlly  independent  of  every  influencing 
caufe  ;  and,  without  being  aware  of  it,  have  not 
the  French,  in  weighing  the  merits  of  the  two  na- 
tions, fuffered  to  flip  into  the  fcale  the  merit  of 
the  Mendoça  belles  ?  It  muft  have  turned  in  their 
favour. 

If  we  wifh  to  compare  thefe  two  nations  with 
each  other,  and  refer  to  a  principle  pretty  generally 
known,  what  it  may  have  been  poflible  to  diftin- 
guifh  of  the  character  of  both,  the  principle  might 
not  be  found  to  agree  with  obfervation  We 
confider  as  proved  that  climate  has  no  lefs  influence 
on  the  character  and  manner  of  nations,  than  on 
the  productions  of  the  earth  ;  and  it  fliould  follow 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Marquesas  de  Men- 
doça, born  and  living  under  a  burning  flcy,  muft 
be  attacked  by  that  moral  difeafe  which  fo  cru*, 
elly  torments  men  in  the  warm  climates  of  Eu- 
ROPE,  and  efpecially  in  Asia  ;  I  mean  by  that  un» 
bridled  jealoufy  which  makes  huft)ands  tyrants 
over  their  wives  :  we  fee,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
Mendoçans  are  lavifti  to  an  excefs  of  a  treafure 
the  property  and  exclufive  enjoyment  of  which 
others  covet  and  maintain  with  fury.  The  Men- 
doçans  are  thieves  -,  but,  as  I  have  before  remark, 
ed,  they  thieve  like  children,  and  do  not  endeavour 
to  keep  by  force  what  they  have  ftolen  through 

*  Obfervations  of  Rohîet^ 
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curiofity.  Their  blood,  never  agitated  by  violent 
movements  of  their  foul  which  events  and  ob- 
jets only  graze  without  ever  making  on  it  a  deep 
impreffion,  feems  to  glide,  like  their  days,  with  a 
gentle  motion  the  equality  of  which  nothing  af- 
feds.  The  Americans,  on  the  contrary,  born,  in 
fome  meafure,  in  the  midft  of  fnow,  and  whofe 
blood  ought  to  partake  of  the  cold  which  reigns 
in  their  forefts,  carry  jealoufy  in  regard  to  their 
women  even  to  frenzy.  Their  gloomy  and  alterec} 
countenance  feems  to  announce  an  internal  agita- 
tion y  and  their  paffipns,  like  a  volcano  at  reft, 
are  always  ready  to  burft.  It  may  be  imagine4 
that,  if  they  thieve  not,  it  is  becaufe  they  fet  top 
much  importance  on  theft,  and  are  afraid  that,  if 
they  indulge  in  it,  difpofed,  as  they  are,  to  defend 
their  booty  by  force,  they  would  foon  lofe  the 
confidence  and  the  trade  of  ftrangers.  It  may 
therefore  be  faid  that,  if  climate  has  an  influence 
on  the  chara<5ler  and  manners  of  nations,  this  in, 
fluence  is  not  uniform  ;  and  that  other  caufes,  no 
doubt,  deftroy  or  modify  its  efFefls.  The  gene- 
rality of  principle  prefents  itfelf  to  the  mind  as  a 
point  of  reft  which  it  is  eager  to  feize;  but  it  fel, 
dom  happens  that  afiiduous  obfervation  does  not 
one  day  lead  to  the  difcovery  of  exceptions. 

What  I  have  juft  faid  of  the  propenfity  which  the 
Tchinkitanayans  would  have  for  theft,  may  ap- 
pear hazarded;  and  the  reader  has  a  right  to 
alk  me  for  proofs  :  the  French  had  not,  in  this 

refpedtjj 
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refpe<5l,  any  ferious  reproaches  to  make  them  ; 
but  Captain  Dixon  who  was  the  firH:  that  brought 
us  acquainted  with  them,  had  reafon  to  complain 
of  them  in  this  particular.  Speaking  of  Norfolk 
Sound,  the  Editor  of  his  Journal  fays  :  "  At  firf^, 
the  natives  behaved  civilly  enough,  and  fufFered 
"  our  people  to  follow  their  various  employments 
"  unmolefted  ;  but  they  foon  grew  very  trouble- 
"  fome,  and  attempted  to  pick  their  pockets,  and 
"  even  to  fteal  their  faws  and  axes  in  the  mod 
*^  open,  daring  manner  ;  indeed,  they  could  fcarce- 
"  ly  be  retrained  from  thefe  proceedings  with* 

out  violence  ;  but  this  it  was  neither  our  inte- 
"  reft  or  inclination  to  offer,  if  it  could  poffibly  be 

avoided.  Our  people  were  never  fent  on  fhore 
"  without  being  well  armed  ;  and,  luckily,  the 
"  fight  of  a  few  mufKets  kept  them  in  a  kind  of 

awe,  as  they  had  frequently  feen  Captain  Dixon 
"  flioot  birds,  which  had  given  them  an  idea  of  the 
"  fatal  effe£ls  of  fire-arms 

Thus  acquainted  with  the  fudden  and  murderous 
execution  of  a  weapon  which  is  not  formidable  in 
appearance,  they,  doubtlefs,  wifhed  not  to  expofe 
themfelves  to  experience  its  effeâ:  on  their  own 
perfons,  and  they  defifted  from  every  attempt  at 
theft.  It  is  probable  that  the  warning  which  the 
Tchinkitanayans  had  received  from  the  Englifli, 
rendered  them  lefs  enterprifing  with  the  French:  it 

^  S^e  Dixon* s  Voyage,  page  183  and  following^ 
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may  be  imagined  too  that  their  interefl:,  which 
they  underftand  very  well,  has  recommended  to 
them  to  keep  terms  with  ftrangers  from  whom 
they  have  much  to  receive,  and  to  whom,  in  facl, 
they  give  in  return  only  what  coft  them  nothing. 
However,  the  navigators  who  may  land  atTcHiNKiT- 
ANAvfhould  neither  rely  on  the  honefty  nor  even  on 
the  interefl  of  its  inhabitants  :  it  is  not  perhaps  doing 
theminjuftice,  to  fay  that  they  will  fteal  when  the 
hope  of  impunity  may  embolden  them.  One  of 
them  attempted  it  once  on  board  of  the  Solide, 
and  checked  himfelf  becaufe  he  was  perceived  :  an* 
other  time,  two  canoes,  which  had  come  foftly, 
approached  the  fhip  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night, 
and  anfwered  not  w^hen  they  were  hailed,  but 
made  a  precipitate  retreat  ;  and  as  traffic  was  never 
prolonged  after  funfet,  and  as  the  natives  all  re- 
turned on  fhore  before  night,  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that,  if  thofe  who  were  in  the  canoes  could  have 
hoped  that  every  one  was  fafl  afleep  on  board,  they 
would  have  attempted  to  thieve,  perhaps  to  make 
themfelves  maders  of  the  fhip,  after  having  mur. 
dered  her  crew  *. 

According 

*  Surgeon  Rohkt  fays  that  the  French  had  not  to  complain 
of  any  bad  treatment  ;  that,  feveral  times,  walking  by  himfelf> 
and  having  advanced  into  the  wood  as  far  as  the  difficulty  of 
penetrating  into  it  would  allow,  he  there  met  fome  Americans 
alone,  who,  rifmg  from  under  a  tree,  or  from  beneath  its  roots, 
feemed  to  come  fuddenly  out  of  the  ground  :  they  were  un- 
armed, and  !nade  no  attempt  ;  but  he  fufpeds  that  they  thus 

placed 
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According  to  Captain  Dixon's  Journal,  the  na- 
tives of  TcHiNKiTANAY  in  their  make,  fhape, 
and  features,  greatly  refemble  thofe  of  Port  Mtjl- 
GRAVE  ;  and  the  language  of  both  thefe  people 
appears  to  be  nearly  the  fame  ;  but,  in  manners 
and  difpofition,  the  Tchinkitanayans  approach 
nearer  to  the  natives  who  occupy  the  banks  of 
Cook's  River,  which,  in  regard  to  Tchinkita- 
NAY,  is  fituated  more  to  the  northward,  and  much 
more  to  the  weft  ward  than  Port  Mulgrave  *. 

To  terminate  the  detail  of  the  notions  which  the 
Europeans  have  been  able  to  acquire  refpeding 
the  natives  of  Tchinkitanay  Bay,  it  remains 
for  me  to  fpeak  of  their  language  of  which  Cap- 
tain Chan  al's  journal  prefents  us  a  vocabulary, 
very  circumfcribed  indeed,  but  which  is  fufEcient 
to  give  an  idea  of  it  f . 

The  language  of  the  Tchinkitanayans  differs  ab- 
folutely  from  that  of  the  natives  of  Nootka,  fet- 
tled on  the  fame  coaft,  about  feven  degrees  of  lati- 
tude, or  one  hundred  and  forty  leagues  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  former  |,  and  of  that  of  Queen 
Charlotte's  Iflands,  which,  being  no  more  than 


placed  themfelves  in  his  way  defignedly,  and  that,  had  they 
not  feen  him  v/ell  armed,  they  might  have  been  more  enter- 
prifmg. 

*  Dixon  s  Voyage,  pages  j86,  187,  and  191. 
•j-  It  will  be  found  in  vol.  ii.  at  the  end  of  this  narrative. 
J  In  Cook^s  Third  Voyage,  vol.  iii.  page  540,  is  a  vocabulary 
of  the.  language  oi  Nootka  ^ouxià  hj  Jnderfon, 

about 
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about  twenty  leagues  from  the  continent  at  their 
greatefi:  diftance,  occupy  two  degrees  and  a  half  of 
latitude  between  the  parallel  of  Nootka  and  that 

of  TcHlNKlTANAY. 

Numerical  terms  prefenting  abftracl  ideas,  and 
affording  no  clue  to  imitative  vi^ords,  which  chance 
may  fometimes  introduce  into  two  idioms,  in  other 
refpe£ls  very  different,  we  are  certain  that,  when  the 
terms  which  exprefs  numbers,  are  the  fame  in  two 
languages,  thefe  languages  are  only  dialects  of  a 
mother-tongue  ;  and,  from  a  contrary  reafon,  we 
can  affirm  that,  when  thefe  terms  have  no  af- 
finity between  them,  from  one  language  to  another, 
thefe  two  languages  have  not  originally  belonged 
to  the  fame.  I  (hall  therefore,  in  order  to  prove 
that  the  idiom  of  Nootka  and  that  of  Tchinkit- 
ÂNAY  have  no  affinity,  confine  myfelf  here  to  com- 
paring between  them  the  analogous  terms  which, 
in  both,  exprefs  numerical  quantities.  I  fhall  bring 
into  the  fame  point  of  view,  by  anticipation,  the 
analagous  terms  of  the  idiom  of  C)ueen  Char- 
i.0TTi:.'s  Iflands  ;  and  although  this  group  is  fitu- 
ated  in  a  middle  pofition  between  that  of  Tchin- 
KITÂNAY  and  that  of  Nootka,  and  is  not  far 
diflant  from  the  continent,  it  will  be  feen  that  the 
numerical  terms  of  the  language  fpoken  by  its  in- 
habitants, bear  no  refemblance  to  the  terms  which 
correfpond  to  them  in  the  other  parts  of  the  fame 
coafl. 

The 
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The  reader  may  compare  with  each  other  the 
other  terms  of  Nootka  and  of  Tchinkitânay, 
by  comparing  the  vocabulary  given  by  Captain 
Coojc,  with  that  compiled  by  Captajn  C  h  anal  ; 
it  will  be  found  that  the  languages  of  the  tribes 
which  are  fettled  on  thefe  two  points,  have  be-' 
$ween  them  no  affinity. 
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*  If  the  reader  compare  the  numerical  terms  of  Nootha^ 
fjïçlL'as  they  are  written  by  Cool  with  the  fame  terms  fuch 

as 
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The  arithmetic  of  the  Tchinkitanayans  is  peculiar 
to  them  ;  after  having  reckoned  as  far  as  ten,  they 
recommence  by  one  ;  at  the  end  of  the  fécond 
half-fcore,  they  pronounce  the  word  Clerr-Kat 
which  fignifies  twenty,  and  they  mark  the  firft: 
fcore  by  railing  the  fore  finger  ;  they  then  begin 
again  to  reckon  as  far  as  twice  ten,  and  they 
raife  the  middle  finger,  at  the  fame  time  pro- 
nouncing Terr-Kat^  which  is  tranflated  by  the  fé- 
cond twenty,  or  forty.  Our  voyagers  were  not 
able  to  afcertain  whether  they  have  numerical 
terms  beyond  this  number  -,  but  it  is  evident  that 
with  the  help  of  their  ten  fingers,  they  can,  with- 


as  the  Editor  of  Dixon's  voyage  has  written  them,  he  will  be 
convinced  that  two  Englifhmen  do  not  hear  and  write  in  the 
fame  manner  the  wonls  pronounced  by  a  favage.  He  will  fee 
in  the  words  of  Tchinkilanay,  the  different  manner  in  which  they 
are  heard  and  written  by  a  Frenchman  and  an  Englifhman  :  the 
Frenchman  underfhands  and  writes  Clërrg  ;  the  Englifhman, 
"Tlaafch  (which  is  pronounced  Tîaafque  in  French):  the  French- 
man, T^rri  ;  the  Englifhman,  Noofch  [Noufque  in  French): 
the  differences  are  not  here  owing  to  thofe  of  orthography  ;  for 
an  Englifhman  who  reads  the  word  Tlaafch^  will  never  emit 
a  found  which  refembles  that  of  the  CUrrg  of  the  French,  &c. 
They  are  owing  to  the  different  manner  in  which  the  words 
were  heard.  There  are,  however,  feveral  of  thofe  of  Tchin- 
kitanay,  which,  although  written  differently,  on  account  of 
the  difference  of  orthography,  v/iil  give  the  fame  founds,  if 
they  be  pronounced,  that  of  the  French  orthography,  by  a 
Frenchman,  and  that  of  jhe  Englini,  by  an  Englifhman  j 
fuch  are  Tacoun  French,  and  Tachoon  Englifîi  ;  Kitchin  French, 
and  Keich'in  Englilh  ;  Tclnnkart  French,  and  Chhicart  Englifh  ; 
and  the  four  words  which  anfwer  to  the  numbers  6,  7,  8  and  9 
differ  very  little. 

out 
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out  difficulty,  carry  their  numeration  as  far  as  ten 
times  twenty  or  two  hundred,  that,  by  adding  to 
them  the  ten  toes,  they  can  raife  it  to  four  hun- 
dred  ;  that,  in  the  great  calculations  of  their 
traffic,  by  making  ufe  of  the  hands  and  feet  of 
their  wife,  they  can  reckon  as  far  as  eight  hun- 
dred ;  and  that,  in  fliort,  if  they  wifh  to  employ 
in  their  arithmetic,  one,  two,  or  three  of  their  chil- 
dren, they  can,  without  going  out  of  the  family, 
contrive  to  reckon  as  far  as  twelve  hundred,  fix- 
teen  hundred,  and  twothoufand  :  this  is  more,  no 
doubt,  than  their  trade  can  require. 

Their  language  is  exceffively  harfh  and  un- 
couth :  mofl  of  their  articulations  require  a  ftrong 
nafal  afpirarion  and  a  guttural  effort,  particularly 
to  produce  on  the  js's  a  rather  hard  lifping,  and 
on  the  G  an  imperceptible  trill  which  a  French 
throat  cannot  imitate.  They  experience  fome  dif- 
ficulty in  articulating  tw^o  of  our  linguadental  let- 
ters iv  and  2^,  vvhich  appear,  indeed,  to  require,  in 
a  more  marked  manner,  that  the  tongue  fhould 
reft  again  (1  the  teeth  in  order  to  produce  them  ; 
but  they  cannot  fucceed  in  articulating  two  of  our 
labials,  ^  and  A.  great  number  of  their  words 
begin  by  a  (Irongly  pronounced  from  the 
throat  ;  this  fame  letter  is  met  with  even  three 
times  in  the  fame  word  ;  which  contributes  not  a 
little  to  the  harfhnefs  of  their  language. 

Surgeon  Roblet,  on  his  part,  compiled  a  vo- 
cabulary of  the  language  of  the  Tchinkitanayans, 

which 
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which  will  be  found,  joined  to  that  of  Captain 
Chanal,  in  a  didin^l  column,  in  order  that  tl^p 
reader  may,  with  facility,  recognize  the  differences 
that  exift  in  the  manner  in  which  each  of  them 
writes  the  fame  word  and  wilhes  it  to  be  pro- 
nounced. "  It  will  eafily  be  perceived,"  fays  Sur- 
geon RoBLET,  "  by  the  few  words  which  I  have 
"  been  able  to  collcifl,  that  this  language  is  ex- 
"  tremely  copious  and  varied  :  if  the  ear  be  flruck 
"  by  a  word  which  a  ftranger  has  not  yet  heard 

pronounced,  he  is  certain  that  it  exprelfes  an 
'*  article  Vv^hich  has  not  yet  been  mentioned. 
"  This  copioufnefs  is  particularly  remarked  ia 
"  the  words  which  exprefs  all  the  exterior  parts  of 
"  the  human  body  :  the  mod  imperceptible  of 
"  thefe  parts  is  exprelTed  by  a  name  which  is  pe. 

culiar  to  it.    1  might,'*  adds  he,  "  have  given  - 
"  fome  examples  of  this,  if  the  difficulty  of  ren- 
*•  dering  them  well  in  writing,  and  hrd  that  of  ini- 

derftanding  rhem  well,  and  of  finding  a  favour- 
"  able  opportunity  for  learning  them,  had  not  de- 
"  privedme  of  the  poffibility  of  doing  ir.  Î  am  ig- 
"  norant  whether  the  names  of  the  new  things 
*'  which  the  Europeans  have  brought  them,  have 
"  been  borrowed  from  any  other  language,  or 

whether  the  natives  have  applied  to  thefe  ar- 
"  tides  the  names  of  thofe  which  formeily  ferved 
"  them  for  the  fame  ufes  ;  but  it  is  certain  that 

all  the  tools,  utenfils,  dreffcs,  kc.  which  Ï 
"  faw  in  their  pofTefTion,  are  each  of  them  de- 

"  fignated 
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"  fignated  by  a  particular  name.    I  could  wifh 
"  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  expofe  to  the  eye  the 
hieroglyphic  figures  which  they  employ  for  or- 
namenting  their  canoes,  their  boxes,  and  the 
other  little  articles  of  furniture  in  ufe  among 
"  them,  and  the  chara6lers  of  which  they  had 
"  themfelves  rudely  fketched  on  the  paper  where 
I  was  writing  the  words  as  they  explained  them 
to  me  :  I  thought  I  faw  the  figures  which  chil- 
dren  draw,  when,  to  make  ufe  of  the  expreffion 
of  their  age,  "  tbey  are  making  men,^^ 
Are  thefe  hieroglyphic  figures  to  the  Tchinld-  " 
tanayans  a  fpecies  of  writing  ?    It  is  well  known 
that  hieroglyphics  were  the  firft  writing  of  feveral 
nations  :  they  are  the  univerfal  \vritten  language  ; 
this  is  truly  the  art  of  painting  the  thought,  of 
fpeaking  to  the  eyes  ;  and  every  one,  at  the  fight 
of  the  obje6l,  emits  the  founds  v/hich  it  is  agreed 
to  employ  for  fpeaking  to  the  ear. 

I  (hould  be  apprehenfive  of  deferving  the  re- 
proach of  having  extended,  to  too  great  a  length, 
the  details  which  I  have  juft  given  concerning 
the  manners,  the  cuftoms,  and  the  charaâ:er  of 
the  Americans  who  occupy  Tchinkitânay  Bay,  : 
if  it  were  not  known  that  the  moment  when 
Europeans  communicate,  for  the  firft  time,  with 
newly-difcovered  people  is  that  for  fiiudying  them  : 
at  a  later  period,  the  intercourfe  of  ftrangers  pro- 
duces changes  in  the  natural  habits  of  thefe 
people  ;  preiently  the  primitive  features  con- 
founded 
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founded  with  the  new,  and  adulterated  by  this 
mixture,  become  imperceptible,  and  end  by  efcap- 
ing  obfervation.  It  is  by  partial  ffcudies,  it  is  by 
contemplating  the  man  of  every  country  under  his 
firft  cover,  and,  as  it  were,  in  his  original  drefs, 
that  we  fhall  be  able  to  fucceed  in  graduating  the 
fcale  of  human  intelligence,  by  afcending  from  the 
ftupid  Pejferai^  who  knows  only  how  to  fhiver  on 
the  TiERRA  DEL  FuEGO,  or  the  wild  Hottentot, 
who  differs  little  from  the  ?nan  of  the  woods^  to 
the  genius  who  created  the  Iliad^  or  him  who  ana- 
tomized light,  and  fubmitted  to  calculation  the 
laws  of  gravity. 


VOL.  I. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Departure  from  Tchinkitânay. — Examination  of 
Cloak  Bay^  of  Cox'j-  Strait^  and  of  part  of  the 
wefî  coaft  of  the  ijlands  named  by  the  Englifh 
Queen  Charlotte'^  Iflands^  and  previoufly  difco- 
'vered  by  La  Peroufe. — Difcovery  of  three  good 
harbours  on  this  coaft.  —  Trade  for  furs, — Defer  ip^ 
tionof  thefe  iflands  and  of  their  inhabitants. — Ar^ 
rival  off  Nootka  Sound . — Captain  Marchand  re- 
linquifhes  the  projeâl  of  anchoring  there ^  and  fhapes 
his  courfe  for  China. 

''jj^HE  contrariety  of  the  winds  did  not  allow  the 
Solide  to  quit  Tchinkitânay  Bay  before 
the  2ifl:  of  Auguft.  Captain  Marchand  fet  fail 
again  'n  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  and  direded 
his  courfe  to  the  fouth-eafl,  in  order  to  lecon- 
noitre  Queen  Charlotte's  Iflands,  the  north 
point  of  which  is  fituated  in  a  latitude  lefs 
northerly  by  2°  40'  than  that  of  Tchinkitâ- 
nay. Frenchmen  will  fee  with  pleafure  in  La 
Perouse's  journal,  that  he  anticipated  the  Englifh 
in  the  difcovery  which,  towards  the  middle  of  the 
year  1786,  he  made  of  thefe  lands,  the  bays, 
mountains,  and  capes  of  which  he  defignates  by 
French  names  :  and  if  I  employ  thofe  which  were  • 

fubfe- 
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fubfequently  given  them  by  Captain  Dixon,  who 
did  not  difcover  them  till  the  month  of  July  1787, 
it  is  becaufe  the  journal  of  the  French  navigator 
not  being  yet  publifhed,  thefe  lands  are  as  yet 
known  only  by  the  names  which  are  found  in  the 
printed  voyages  of  the  EngliOi  navigators 

Thefe  iflands   are  confidered  as  belonging  to 
that  portion  of  the  north-west  coaft  of  Ame- 
rica, fituated  between  the  fiftieth  and  the  fifty- 
fixth  parallels,   from  which  contrary  winds  re- 
pelled Captain  Cook,  and  of  which  tliey  pre- 
vented him  from  getting  fight.   They  occupy  about 
feventy  leagues  in  length,  on  a  north- weft:  and 
fouth-eaft  line.    Dixon,  who  made  them  in  the 
north-weft  part,  at  firft  took  them  for  a  portion 
of  the  continent  ;  but,  having  coafted  them  on  the 
weft  fide,  he  came  to  the  fouthern  extremity  of 
the  group  which  he  doubled  ;  and,  then  ftanding 
to  the  northward,  he  afcertained  that,  in  the  part 
which  he  was  able  to  explore  on  the  eaft  fide,  they 
are  about  twenty  leagues  diftant  from  the  continent 
of  America.    He  neither  anchored  on  the  eaft, 
nor  the  weft  coaft  ;  but  the  coneourfe  of  natives, 
arriving  from  all  quarters,  from  the  former  of 
thefe  coafts,  in  their  ticklifli  canoes,  was  fo  con^ 
fiderable,  their  eagernefs  to  barter  their  furs  for 
European  utenfils  and  commodities  was  fo  great, 

*  See  the  Introduélîon — La  Péroufe,  1786 — Lotune  and 
Guifet  î'jSô—Portloci  and  Dixon,  1786,  ijSj—Cgkeit  and 
Vuncafif  1787, 

Ç  Ç  2  thatj 
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that,'  in  the  fpace  of  a  month,  and  conftantly 
under  fail,  he  contrived  to  procure  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty-one  Ikins  of  different  animals, 
the  greater  part  of  which  were  of  prime  quality  *. 

Since  Captain  Dixon's  voyage.  Captain  Dun- 
can and  other  EngHfh  navigators  have  vifited  this 
group,  which  is  known  to  be  compofed  of  three 
principal  iflands,  and  they  have  explored  fome  of 
the  channels  which  feparate  them.  It  cannot  be 
doubted  that,  fmce  the  publication  of  the  voy- 
ages of  Cook,  Portlock,  and  Dixon,  of 
Duncan,  Meares,  and  Douglas,  England 
who  eagerly  grafped  at  this  new  branch  of  com- 
merce, and  was  on  the  point  of  going  to  war  with 
Spain  in  order  to  maintain  her  footing  on  the 
NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  AMERICA,  has  acquired,  re- 
fpe^bing  this  quarter,  frefli  information,  of  which, 
no  doubt,  fhe  does  not  wifh  to  make  a  myftery  to 
other  nations  ;  but  we  fhall  not  be  able  to  learn 
what  perfection  the  geography  and  hiftory  of  the 
New  World  have  acquired  through  this  channel, 
till  peace,  that  peace  which  is  the  wifh  of  every 
heart,  fhall  have  opened  again  to  the  fciences  a 
free  communication  between  all  the  nations  of 
Europe. 

On  quitting  Tchinkitanay  Bay,  on  the  sifl 
of  Auguft,  Captain  Marchand  had  a  favourable 
wind  between  the  north  by  wefl  and  north-north- 

*  Dixon* s  VoyagCy  page  198  to  229. 

wefl 


Auguft  I79I.]        MARCHANDAS  VOYAGE.  389 

weft  (allowing  for  the  variation),  which,  in  a  little 
time,  carried  him  off  the  northern  part  of  Queen 
Charlotte's  Iflands  ;  and  he  got  fight  of  them 
on  the  2 2d  at  feven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  to 
the  fouth-eaft,  at  eight  or  nine  leagues,  diftance. 

The  next  day,  at  a  quarter  before  fix  in  the 
morning,  he  diftinguifhed  the  bay  which  Captain 
Dixon  named  Cloak  Bay,  becaufe,  in  the  fpace 
of  half  an  hour,  he  had  there  traded  for  a  great 
number  of  cloaks,  containing  together  upwards  of 
three  hundred  prime  beaver-lkins.  The  wind 
prevented  Captain  Dixon  from  anchoring  there  j 
he  carried  on  his  traffic  under  fail  j  and,  from 
a  view  of  the  land  and  the  afped  which  it  pre- 
fented,  he  was  perfuaded  that  the  opening  be- 
fore which  he  found  himfelf,  was  that  of  a 
great  bay  which  might  afford  good  anchorage. 
But,  in  1789*,  Captain  Douglas,  commanding 
the  Iphigenia,  difcovered  that  this  bay,  the 
greateft  opening  of  which  faces  the  weft,  is  termi- 
nated to  the  eaftward,  by  a  ftrait  that  feparates 
the  North  Ifland,  which  is  not  more  than  feven 
or  eight  miles  in  length  on  a  north-north-weft 
and  fouth-fouth*eaft  line,  from  the  northern  coaft 
of  the  largeft  of  Queen  Charlotte's  Iflands. 
Douglas  named  this  ftrait.  Cox's  Channel, 
anchored  there  occafionally,  traded  with  the  na- 
tives, and  traverfed  it  from  eaft  to  weft.    It  ap- 

*  See  Meares^s  Voyages,  pages  365  and  following. 
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pears,  however,  that  the  firfl:  difcovery  of  this 
pafTage  belongs  to  Captain  Gray,  mafter  of  the 
American  Hoop  Washington. 

Captain  Marchand  who  had  failed  from  Mar- 
seilles at  the  end  of  1790,  could  not  have  any 
knowledge  of  Cox's  Strait  or  Channel,  with 
which  we  were  acquainted  in  France  only  by  the 
voyage  of  Captain  Douglas,  that  forms  a  part  of 
thofe  which  Captain  Me  a  res  did  not  publifh  in 
London  till  towards  the  end  of  this  fame  year. 
But  the  information  which  Captain  Dixon  has 
given  us  of  Cloak  Bay,  or  that  which  Doug- 
las's voyage  gives  us  of  Cox's  Strait  or  Channel, 
is  limited,  as  to  the  former,  to  his  not  fufFering  us 
to  be  ignorant  that  he  there  made,  in  the  courfe 
of  a  few  minutes,  a  rich  harveft  of  beaver-fkins  ; 
and  as  to  the  latter,  that  his  trade,  though  not  fo 
advantageous,  was  neverthelefs  fatisfadory  ;  that 
the  women  who  had  come  on  board  for  the 
amufementof  the  people,  difcovered  to  him  a  plot 
of  the  natives  who  were  to  attempt  to  make 
themfelves  mafters  of  the  veffel  ;  and  that  the 
artillery  did  juftice  on  them  when  they  prefented 
themfelves  for  carrying  it  into  execution.  But 
neither  Dixon  nor  Douglas  have  made  us  ac- 
quainted either  with  t4ae  country  or  its  inhabit- 
ants ;  this  is  a  new  country,  thefe  are  men  un- 
known to  Europe  whom  the  journal  of  the  French 
prefents  to  us  :  and  if  England  have  not  Received 
farther  details  refpecling  this  part  of  Queen 

Chajrlotte'^ 
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Charlotte's  Iflands,  it  may  be  faid  that  flie  has 
informed  us  of  the  exiftence  of  the  bay  and  chan- 
nel which  her  navigators  difcovered  the  firft,  and 
on  which  they  have  impofed  names  ;  but  that  ours 
will  inform  her  what  is  the  nature,  what  are  the 
productions  of  the  country,  and  by  what  men  it  is 
inhabited. 

No  canoe  belonging  to  the  iflanders  having  pre- 
fented  itfelf  when  the  Solide  appeared  at  the 
opening  of  Cloak  Bay,  the  barge,  after  having 
been  provided  with  a  few  articles  for  trade,  was 
difpatqhed  under  the  command  of  Captain  Cha- 
nal,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Murat,  Sur- 
geon RoBLET,  and  Volunteer  Décany,  in  order 
to  vifit  Cloak  Bay,  to  examine  its  circumference, 
and  afcertain  whether  any  part  of  its  coaft  afforded 
a  good  anchorage.  The  fhip,  during  this  expe* 
dition,  was  to  continue  lying  to  or  (landing  off  and 
on,  at  the  opening  of  the  bay. 

This  examination  appears  to  have  been  executed 
with  the  greatell  care.  The  plan  which  Captain 
Chanal  drew  of  Cloak  Bay  and  of  Cox's  Chan- 
nel, which  he  difcovered  and  vifited,  will  bring 
the  reader  better  acquainted  with  both,  if  he  will 
caft  his  eye  over  it,  than  the  defcription  which 
will  be  given  *. 

The  weft  opening  of  Cloak  Bay,  if  a  velTel  be 
placed  nearly  north  and  fouth  of  the  north-weft 


*  .9^^  Plate  V. 
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point  of  the  great  ifland,  and  in  mid-channel,  is 
fituated  in  54''  lo' north  latitude  and  in  135^58' 
well:  longitude  This  pofition  is  more  northerly 
by  two  minutes  on  Dixon's  chart  ;  and  the  lon- 
gitude there  differs  from  that  which  has  juft  been, 
mentioned,  by  being  eighteen  minutes  lefs. 

In  1787,  theEnglifh  navigator  obferved  the  va- 
riation of  the  magnetic  needle  to  be  24°  28'  eafl  ; 
and  in  1791,  the  obfervations  made  on  board  of  the 
Solide  gave  28°  2'  :  we  found  a  fimilar  differ- 
ence between  the  variations  obferved  by  Dixon 
and  by  Marchand  at  Tchinkitanay  ;  they 
may  be  owing  to  the  difference  of  the  inftruments, 
or  to  the  different  manner  of  obferving.  . 

Captain  Chanal  founded  the  bay  in  different 
parts  ;  he  found  from  thirty  to  eighteen  fathoms, 
over  a  bottom  of  foft  rock  and  fhells,  in  other 
places  >vhite  fand,  and  fometimes  fmall  pebbles. 
This  bay,  which  is  a  league  in  depth  by  a  width 
fomewhat  fmaller,  is  perfedlly  fheltered  from 
winds  from  the  north,  fouth,  and  eafl  quarters  j 
but  it  is  entirely  open  to  winds  from  the  weft- 
ward. 

The  mouth  of  Cox's  Channel,  which  opens  into 
the  bay,  is  not  more  than  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in 
width,  and  is  ftill  narrowed  by  a  reef  and  a  to- 
lerably extenfive  bank  which  runs  off  from  the 
fouth  coaft  or  the  large  ifland,  and  reduces  the 


*       Note  X  LI. 
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paflage,  in  the  weft  entrance,  to  a  breadth  of 
three  cables'  length  at  moft.  But,  in  the  nar- 
roweft  part,  the  foundings  are  from  thirty-two  to 
forty  fathoms  over  a  bottom  of  hard  fand  and 
broken  fliells.  The  north  coaft  of  the  narrow  en- 
trance, or  the  fouthern  coaft  of  the  North  Ifland, 
is  fafe  and  bold.  A  fmall  ifland,  tv/o  thirds  of  a 
mile  long  by  a  mile  broad,  fituated  in  the  eaft 
part  of  the  ftrait,  divides  it  into  two  arms  of  un- 
equal length,  the  narroweft  to  the  northward^  the 
broadeft  to  the  fouthward  of  the  fmall  ifland.  The 
Soltde's  boat  went  up  the  former  arm  which  fe- 
parates  the  fmall  ifland  from  the  North  Ifland: 
it  was  found  that,  if  the  quality  of  the  bottom  was 
not  fo  bad,  this  arm  would  form  an  excellent  har- 
bour ;  but,  all  along  the  coaft,  at  the  diftance 
proper  for  anchoring,  the  depth  of  water  was 
from  twenty  to  thirty  fathoms,  over  a  bottom  of 
live  coral,  red  or  white,  which  would  damage  the 
cables.  In  the  great  channel,  to  the  fouthward 
of  the  fmall  ifland,  were  found  thirty  fathoms 
water,  with  a  rocky  bottom.  Captain  Chanal 
having  reached  the  eaft  mouth  of  the  ftrait,  per- 
ceived an  iflot  to  the  eaft  by  fouth,  at  about  the 
diftance  of  a  mile  from  the  mouth  of  the  opening, 
and,  two  miles  and  a  quarter  to  the  north-eaft,  a 
rock  even  with  the  water's  edge,  which  may  be  a 
mile  and  a  quarter  diftant  from  the  eaft  coaft  of 
the  North  Ifland.  At  the  fame  time,  the  northern 
coaft  of  the  large  ifland,  to  the  fouthward  of  the 
4  ftrait. 


394-  MARCHAND*3  VOYAGE.         [Auguft  Ijgi* 

flraît,  was  feen  to  extend  to  the  eaftward  for  two 
leagues  and  a  half  or  three  leagues. 

Captain  Chanal  thought  it  proper  to  terminate 
here  an  examination  the  obje6l  of  which  had  been 
folely  to  afcertain  whether  Cox's  Channel  afforded 
any  anchorage  where  the  Solide  could  find  a  fafe 
Ihelter  from  the  wind  and  fea  :  the  foundings 
proved  that  the  depth  of  water  was  fufficient  ;  but 
the  bad  quality  of  the  bottom  did  not  allow  of 
fifking  anchors  on  it. 

While  the  boat  was  employed  in  the  morning 
in  taking  the  foundings  of  Cloak  Bay,  (he  had 
been  accofted  by  three  canoes  containing  about 
thirty  Americans,  men,  women,  and  children, 
who  had  come  from  the  northern  coaft  of  the 
great  ifland,  on  which  were  diftinguiflied  fome  ha-» 
bitations.  Thefe  iflanders  were  without  arms,  and 
announced  peaceable  difpofitions  ;  but  they  of- 
fered nothing  to  barter  but  fome  frefh  fifh  and  a  few 
old  fkins.  On  recolleding  the  plentiful  harveft 
which  Captain  Dixon,  in  the  fpace  of  half  an 
hour,  had  made  off  this  very  Cloak  Bay,  our 
voyagers  had  hoped,' if  not  for  equal  fuccefs,  at 
îeaft  for  an  indemnification  for  the  time  which  had 
been  employed  in  examining  it  ;  but  every  hope 
vaniflied,  when  the  natives  gave  them  to  under- 
fland  that  a  veffel,  which  had  vifited  their  coafl 
very  recently,  had  obtained  all  the  furs  that  they 
poiîèifed. 


In 
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In  the  afternoon,  at  the  moment  when  Cap- 
tain Chanal  was  fetting  out  from  Cox's  Chan-» 
jiel  to  re-enter  Cloak  Bay,  the  boat  was  joined 
by  other  canoes  -,  their  arrival  revived  the  hope 
that,  if  a  few  inhabitants  were  coiledled,  he  might 
be  able  to  procure  fome  furs  from  them.  He  there- 
fore determined  to  turn  back,  and  land  on  the 
weft  point  of  that  ifland,  two  thirds  of  a  mile  long 
by  one  third  broad,  which  divides  into  two  arms 
Cox's  Channel  or  Strait. 

On  this  fmall  ifland;  Captain  Chanai,  per- 
ceived fome  palifades  which  appeared  to  be  the 
work  of  Europeans  ;  and  he  had  the  curiofity  to 
examine  them  clofely.  He  found  that  they  form, 
the  enclofure  of  a  platform  of  moderate  elevation, 
refting  on  one  fide  againil  the  rock,  and  fupported 
at  certain  diftances  by  ftakes,  rafters,  and  other 
pieces  of  wood  forming  the  frame  of  a  building, 
well  put  together  and  well  contrived  :  he  afcended  it 
by  a  ftaircafe  made  out  of  the  trunk  of  a  tree.  On 
examination,  he  judged  this  monument,  with  every 
thing  that  belongs  to  it,  to  be  the  produce  of  the 
arts  of  the  west  part  of  North  America:  the 
wood  bore  the  impreflion  of  time  and  age  ;  and 
this  evidence  againft  which  no  objedion  can  be 
made,  did  not  allow  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  the 
conftrudion  was  modern,  or  the  work  of  Euro- 
peans who  might  have  anchored  in  the  bay. 
He  here  remarked  feveral  boxes  without  a  lid, 
the  ufe  of  which  the  iflanders  explained  :  thefe 
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perform  the  office  of  a  drum  from  which  they 
draw  a  found,  by  ftriking  with  the  fift  againft 
the  outer  fides.  But  what  particularly  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  French,  and  well  deferved  to 
fix  it,  were  two  pidures  each  of  which  eight  or 
nine  feet  long,  by  five  high,  was  compofed  only 
of  two  planks  put  together.  On  one  of  thefe 
pidures,  is  feen  reprefented,  in  colours  rather 
lively,  red,  black,  and  green,  the  different  parts 
of  the  human  body,  painted  feparateîy  ;  and  the 
whole  furface  is  covered  with  them.  The  latter 
picture  appears  to  be  a  copy  of  the  former,  or 
perhaps  it  is  the  original  :  it  is  difficult  to  decide  to 
which  of  the  two  belongs  the  priority,  fo  much 
are  the  features  of  both  effaced  by  age.  The 
natives  gave  Captain  Chanal  to  underfland  that 
thefe  pidures  are  called  Caniak  in  their  lan- 
guage ;  and  this  is  all  that  he  could  get  from 
them.  They  remind  us  of  thofe  paintings,  thofe 
large  pidures  of  Mexico  the  defcriptions  and 
drawings  of  which  the  Spanilh  hiftorians  have 
tranfmitted  to  us  :  and  the  tribes  that  inhabit  the 
iilands  which,  at  this  moment,  engage  our  at- 
tention, might  very  probably  not  have  been,  at  all 
times,  as  great  flrangers  to  the  Mexicans  as'they 
may  have  become  fmce  the  deftrudion  of  the 
empire. 

From  the  examination  which  was  made  of  the 
fort  of  redoubt  where  are  depofited  thefe  two  mo- 
numents of  an  ancient  date,  it  was  not  fuppofed, 
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although  it  appeared  very  fufceptible  of  being  de- 
fended againft  an  enemy  who  might  wifh  to  attack 
It,  that  the  objed  of  the  iflanders  has  been  to  fe- 
cure  there  for  themfelves  a  retreat,  a  place  of  re- 
fuge in  cafe  of  attack  ;  Captain  Chanal  judged, 
from  fome  information  which  he  was  able  to  ob- 
tain from  them,  and  which  he  thought  he  under- 
ftood,  that  it  was  rather  a  place  confecrated  to  re- 
ligious ceremonies,  or  public  diverfions,  or  perhaps 
to  both  ufes. 

The  iflanders  withdrew  about  three  o'clock  m 
the  afternoon,  after  having  exchanged  the  few  furs 
which  they  polTefled,  confifling  of  five  otter  fkins, 
fome  of  cub  otters,  fome  old  otter  cloaks,  and  one 
only  of  beaver.  The  French  might  alfo  have 
procured  two  fine  Ikins  ;  but  the  proprietor  re- 
quired, in  exchange,  woollen  jackets  and  blan- 
kets, and  none  of  thofe  articles  had  been  put  into 
the  boat.  The  Americans,  before  they  withdrew, 
had  given  them  to  underftand,  pointing  to  the 
eartern  part  of  the  north  coaft  of  the  large  ifland, 
that,  if  their  vifiters  would  flop  a  few  days,  they 
would  go  and  hunt  in  that  quarter,  and  thence 
bring  back  a  great  quantity  of  furs. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  day.  Captain  Chanal  had 
had  a  communication  with  feven  or  eight  canoes, 
which  might  carry  in  the  whole  fixty  individuals 
of  all  ages  and  of  both  fexes  ;  but,  to  judge  from 
the  number  of  huts  which  he  diftinguifhed  on  the 
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borders  of  the  channel,  he  reckoned  that  he  had 
feen  but  a  fmall  part  of  its  inhabitants. 

The  boat  was  clear  of  Cloak  Bay  at  fix 
o'clock  in  the  evening.  Captain  Chanal  per- 
ceived the  Solide  (landing  to  the  northward  ;  he 
followed  her  till  eight  o'clock,  without  being  able 
to  overtake  her  ;  and  night  concealed  her  from 
his  view.  The  fhip,  having  got  too  near  the 
breakers  of  the  coaft,  had  neither  been  able  to 
Ihorten  fail,  nor  to  put  about  in  order  to  come 
and  meet  the  boat.  At  nine  o'clock,  Captain 
Chanal  determined  to  re-enter  Cloak  Bay  for 
the  purpofe  of  there  paffing  the  night.  He  looked 
for  fhelter  behind  a  fmall  ifland  which  is  fituated  to 
the  north-eaft  of  the  bay,  and  which  is  feparated 
from  the  fouth-wefl  coall  of  the  North  ifland, 
only  by  a  fmall  channel  that  prefented  to  the  boat 
a  fnug  harbour,  fheltered  from  the  wind  which 
blew  from  the  weflward,  and  a  beach  of  fmall 
pebbles,  where  he  and  his  party  landed  very  conve- 
niently. This  place  was  feparated,  in  this  part, 
from  the  habitations  of  the  iflanders  by  the  whole 
breadth  of  the  North  Ifland  :  here  they  took  up 
their  quarters,  and  pafled  a  very  quiet  night. 

The  next  day,  at  noon,  the  boat  returned  on 
board  of  the  Solide. 

On  Captain  Chanal's  report  to  Captain  Mar- 
chand, that  they  might  hope  to  trade  for  fome 
furs  in  Cox's  Channel,  the  long-boat  was  equipped 
and  furniflied  with  provifions  for  three  days,  arms 

of 
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of  different  forts,  and  various  articles  for  trade; 
nine  of  the  crew  were  felefted  to  man  her  ;  and 
ihe  was  detached  at  five  o'clock  in  the  evening 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Chanal  who 
was  accompanied,  as  on  the  former  occafion,  by 
Lieutenant  Murat,  Surgeon  Roblet,  and  Vo- 
lunteer Dé  CANY.  The  day  was  too  far  fpent  for 
them  to  enter  the  channel  ;  they  therefore  an- 
chored behind  the  fmall  ifland  where  they  had  fo 
quietly  paffed  the  preceding  night. 

On  the  25th,  before  day-break,  they  proceeded 
towards  Cox's  Channel  ;  and,  as  foon  as  they  had 
reached  its  eadern  part,  they  fired  feveral  mufkets 
in  order  to  announce  to  the  iflanders  the  arrival 
of  itrangers.  But  the  whole  morning  was  loft: 
in  vain  expectation  :  they  faw  only  a  fingle  canoe 
conducted  by  two  women  who  came  and  joined 
the  French  in  a  fmall  cove  where  they  had  landed, 
and  which  is  fituated  on  the  fouthern  coaft  of 
the  North  Ifland.  Thefe  women  gave  them  to 
underfland  that  the  natives  to  whom  the  habita- 
tions, which  were  feen  on  the  coaft,  belonged, 
were  gone  a  hunting,  and  that  it  would  not  be  ' 
long  before  they  brought  back  the  produce  of  their 
fport. 

Waiting  for  their  return.  Captain  Chanal  and 
his  party  availed  themfelves  of  the  good  will  of  a 
chief  of  the  diftrid,  who  had  offered  to  accompany 
them,  and  they  employed  the  time  in  vifiting  two 
habitations,  fituated  on  this  part  of  the  coaft,  and 
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built  on  a  plan  nearly  uniform.  In  defcribing 
them,  I  fhall  blend  the  feparate  defcriptions 
given  by  Captain  Chanal  and  Surgeon  Roblet, 
and  form  of  them  but  one;  they  are  the  fame 
in  the  main,  and  differ  only  by  fome  details  which 
are  met  with  in  the  one,  and  are  not  to  be  found 
in  the  other. 

The  form  of  thefe  habitations  is  that  of  a  regu- 
lar parallelogram,  from  forty-five  to  fifty  feet  in 
front  by  thirty-five  in  depth.  Six,  eight,  or  ten 
trees,  cut  and  planted  in  the  ground  on  each  front, 
form  the  enclofure  of  a  Jiabitation,  and  are 
faftened  to  each  other,  by  planks  ten  inches  in 
width  by  three  or  four  in  thicknefs,  which  are 
folidly  joined  to  the  flakes,  by  tenons  and  mor- 
tices. The  partitions,  fix  or  feven  feet  high,  are 
furmounted  by  a  roof,  a  little  iloped,  the  fummit 
of  which  is  raifed  from  ten  to  twelve  feet  above  the 
ground.  Thefe  partitions  and  the  roofing  are 
faced  with  planks,  each  of  which  is  about  two 
feet  wide.  In  the  middle  of  the  roof,  is  made  a 
large  fquare  opening  which  affords,  at  once,  both 
entrance  to  the  light,  and  iiTue  to  the  fmoke. 
There  are  alfo  a  few  fmall  windows  open  on  the 
fides.  Thefe  houfes  have  two  flories,  although 
one  only  be  vifible.  The  fécond  is  under 
ground,  or  rather  its  upper  part,  or  ceiling,  is 
even  with  the  furface  of  the  fpot  in  which  the 
(lakes  are  driven.  It  confifts  of  a  cellar  about 
five  feet  in  depth,  dug  in  the  infide  of  the  habita- 
tion. 
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don,  at  the  dîftance  of  fix  feet  from  the  walls 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  circumf<irence.  The 
-defcent  to  it  is  by  three  or  four  fteps  made  in 
the  platform  of  earth  which  is  referved  between  the 
foundations  of  the  walls  and  the  cellar  ;  and  thefe 
ft^ps,  of  earth  well  beaten,  are  cafed  with  planks 
which  prevent  t'he  Toil  from  falling  in.  Beams 
laid  acrofs,  and  covered  with  thick  planks,  form 
the  uppeT  floor  of  this  fubterraneous  ftory,  which 
preferves  from  moifture  the  outer  ftory  whofe 
floor  is  on  a  level  with  the  ground.  The  guide 
of  the  French  e^cplained  to  them  that  the  cellar 
is  the  wmtet  habitation. 

Th^e  entrance-door  of  thefe  edifices  deferves  a 
partfcular  defcfiption. 

This  door,  the  threfhold  of  which  is  ralfed  about 
a  foot  aild  a  half  above  the  ground  ^  is  of  an  el- 
liptical figure  J  the  great  diameter^  which  is  given 
by  the  height  of  the  opening,  is  not  more  than 
three  feet,  and  the  fmall  diameter,  or  the  breadth, 
is  not  moïe  than  two:  it  may  be  conceived  that  it 
îs  not  very  convenient  to  enter  the  houfe  by  this 
t)Val.  This  opening  is  made  fn  the  thicknefs  ot 
a  large  tTunk  of  a  tree  which  rifes  perpendicularly 
in  the  middle  of  one  of  the  fronts  of  the  habita- 
tion, and  occupies  the  whole  of  its  height  :  it 
imitates  the  form  of  a  gaping  human  mouth,  ot 
rather  that  of  a  bead,  and  it  is  furraounted  by  a 
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hooked  nofe  about  two  feet  in  length,  propor- 
tioned, m  point  of  fize,  to  the  monftrous  face  to 
which  it  belongs.  It  might  therefore  be  ima- 
gined that,  in  the  language  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
North  ifland  of  Queen  Charlotte's  Ifles,  the 
door  of  the  houfe  is  called  i be  mouth  :  and  if  we 
chofe  to  go  back  to  an  ancient  people  with  whom 
we  are  better  acquainted  than  with  this,  we  fhould 
find  that  the  root  of  the  w^ord  ojîium^  door,  is  Oj, 
mouth  ;  and  it  is  well  known  that  the  Latins  fay 
indifferently  Oj  or  OJiium  Jlumims  ;  and  the  French, 
indifferently  too,  the  entrance  or  the  mouth  of  a 
river,  the  mouths  of  the  Rhone,  the  mouths  of 
the  Nile,  &c.  Over  the  door,  is  feen  the  figure 
of  a  man  carved,  in  the  attitude  of  a  child  in  the 
womb,  and  remarkable  for  the  extreme  fmallnefs 
of  the  parts  which  charaderize  his  fex  ;  and  above 
this  figure,  lifes  a  gigantic  flatue  of  a  man  ered, 
which  terminates  the  fculpture  and  the  decoration 
of  the  portal  ;  the  head  of  this  flatue  is  dreffed  with 
a  cap  in  the  form  of  a  fugar-loaf,  the  height  of 
which  is  almoft  equal  to  that  of  the  figure  itfelf. 
On  the  parts  of  the  furface  which  are  not  occupied 
by  the  capital  fubje£ls,  are  interfperfed  carved 
figures  of  frogsor  toads,  lizards,  and  other  ani- 

*  It  has  been  fecn,  in  page  334  of  this  volume,  that  the 
grotefque  heads  which,  in  the  extraordinary  drefs  of  the  Tchiu- 
kiiahayans,  are  apph'ed  over  the  knees,  bear  in  'likV  manner  a 
book-ed  nofe  of  an  immoderate  fize. 
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mais,  and  arms,  legs,  thighs,  and  other  parts  of 
the  human  body  :  a  ftranger  might  imagine  that 
he  faw  the  ex  voto  fufpended  to  the  door-cafe  of 
the  niche  of  a  Madona. 

On  comparing  thefe  pieces  of  fculpture  to  thofe 
large  pidures  which  had  been  feen  the  day  be- 
fore in  a  place  which  appears  confecrated  to  a 
Supreme  Being,  we  fliould  be  tempted  to  believe 
that  thefe  various  figures  are  emblems  which  are 
conne£ted  with  the  religion  of  this  people.  But 
how  inquire  into  the  matter  when  the  voyager  is 
ignorant  of  the  language  of  the  country?  All 
that  Captain  Chanal  and  his  party  could  com- 
prehend from  the  anfwers  which  the  chief  of  the 
diftridt  who  accompanied  them,  was  pleafed  to 
give  to  the  queftions  that  they  had  endeavoured  to 
make  him  underftand,  is  that  the  ere6l  figure, 
placed  above  each  portal,  and  to  which  every 
thing  that  is  below  appears  to  ferve  as  a  pedeftal, 
is  the  image  of  a  chief  who  was  held  veneration  in 
the  country.  It  is  recalling  the  arts  to  their  real 
inftitution,  to  appropriate  them  to  honour  virtue, 
and  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  men  who  have 
deferved  well  of  their  fellow-creatures. 

Thefe  works  of  fculpture  cannot  undoubtedly 
be  compared,  in  any  refped,  to  the  mafter-pieces 
of  which  ancient  Rome  ftripped  Greece,  and  of 
which  Italy,  in  her  turn,  has  been  ftripped  by 
.France;  but  can  we  avoid  being  aftonifhed  to 
.find  them  fo  numerous  on  an  ifland  which  is  not 
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J^erhaps  more  than  fix  leagues  in  circumference, 
where  population  is  not  extenfive,  and  among  a 
nation  of  hunters  ?  And  is  not  our  aftonifhment 
increafedjwhen  we  confider  the  progrefs  this  people 
have  rtlade  in  archite6:ure  ?  What  iilftind,  or  ra- 
ther what  genius  it  has  required  to  conceive  and 
execute  foliàly,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  fuc- 
coùrs  by  which  mechanifm  makes  up  for  the 
Afeaknefs  of  the  improved  man,  thofe  edifices, 
thofe  heavy  frames  of  buildings  of  fifty  feet  in 
extent  by  eleven  in  elevation  ?  Meti  who  choofe 
not  to  be  aftonifhed  at  any  thing  will  fay  :  'tht 
beaver  alfo  builds  his  houfe  :  yes,  but  he  does  not 
adorn  it  ;  but  nature  has  given  to  the  beaver  tîïe 
iaftrument  necefîary  for  building  it  :  fhe  has  cer- 
tainly placed  the  man  of  the  forefts  in  the  middle 
of  the  materials  with  which  he  conftru£l:s  his  ;  but 
he  has  been  under  the  neceffity  of  creating,  of  va^ 
rying  the  tools  without  which  he  could  not  em- 
ploy thofe  materials  !  A  fharp  flone,  hafted  on  a 
branch  of  a  tree,  the  bone  of  a  quadruped,  the 
bone  of  one  fifh,  the  rough  fldn  of  another  ;  ia- 
ftruments  more  fit  to  exercife  patience  than  to  help 
induftry,  and  which  would  have  been  inefFedual 
in  feconding  his  efforts,  if  fire  which  he  difcovered, 
and  the  aQion  of  which  he  learnt  to  regulate  and 
dired,  had  not  come  to  the  afîiflance  of  genius 
of  which  he  is  the  image,  and  of  art  which  exe- 
cutes through  the  impulfe  of  genius.  When  we 
examine  the  whole  of  the  operations  neceflary  fat 
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contriving  to  finift  one  of  the  edifices  which  I  have 
'  juft  defcribed  5  when  we  refled  on  this  aflemblage 
of  ufeful  arts  and  of  thofe  which  are  merely  agree- 
able, we  are  forced  to  acknowledge  that  thefe 
arts  have  not  taken  birth  in  the  fmall  ifland  where 
they  are  cultivated  ;  they  come  from  a  greater 
ijjiftance. 

The  diftinflion  between  the  winter  habitation 
and  that  of  fummer,  recalls  to  mind  the  cuftom 
of  the  Kamtfchadales  who  have  their  balagans  for 
fummer,  and  their  jourts  for  winter  *  ;  the  formey 
eredled  on  feveral  pofts  or  pillars  twelve  or  thir- 
teen feet  in  height,  and  the  latter  dug  in  the 
ground  and  covered  with  a  roof  :  it  is  evç» 
marked  that  fome  of  the  balqgans  have  an  py^ 
doorf.  But  let  us  obferve  that  the  cçi^ntry 
thefe  Kamtfchadales,  Kamtsçhati5:A)  is  a  pen\n- 
fula  in  the  north  east  of  Asia  :  and  if  we  thus 
find  in  the  iflands  adjoining  to  the  î^orth-wçst 
coafl:  of  America,  both  the  houfes  of  nçrther^ 
Asia,  and  the  pictures  of  Mexico,  is  it  too  ^al4 
a  conjedure,  to  fuppofe  that  the  inhabitants  of  this 
NORTH-whST  coaft  tranfplantcd  originally  from 
Asia  to  America,  and  arrived  as  far  as  Mexico, 
where  they  founded  an  empire,  have  abandoned 

•  Voyage  de  Lejfeps,  Paris.  Imp.  Royale.  1790,  8vo.  vol.i. 
pages  26and  234. 

\  See  in  CooFs  Third  Voyage^  a  view  of  the  lahgans  an4 
jourts  J  Plate  77.  I  quote  this  work,  becaufe  it  is  in  every 
oiic's  poffefFion. 
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their  new  country  on  the  arrival  of  the  Eu- 
ropeans, and  flocked  back  to  thofe  very  coafts 
which  they  had  occupied  after  their  tranfmigration 
from  Asia  ?  Thefe  indications  of  the  former 
and  latter  origin  which  we  may  afcribe  to  them 
by  fuppofition,  would  lead  us  to  explanations 
which  will  find  their  place  after  I  have  terminated 
the  account  of  Captain  Marchandas  operations 
at  Queen  Charlotte's  Iflands,  and  given  the 
defcription  of  the  part  of  thefe  iflands  which  the 
French  vidted. 

When  Captain  Chanal  had  before  taken  the 
foundings  of  the  fouth  arm  of  Cox's  Channel,  he 
had  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  fome  of  the 
habitations  which  are  ere6led  on  its  fouthern  fide, 
the  north  coafl:  of  the  great  ifland  ;  they  neither 
are  fo  large  nor  fo  handfome  as  thofe  of  the 
North  Ifland,  and  are  not  decorated  with  the 
fuperb  portal  in  fculpture  which  difl:inguiflies  the 
habitations  of  this  latter  ifland  ;  but,  in  other  re- 
fpeds,  they  diflfer  not  from  them  either  in  form, 
ftyle  of.  architedlure,  general  difpofition,  or  fur- 
niture. 

In  the  vicinity  of  the  habitations  which  Cap- 
tain Chanal  had  juft  vifited,  were  fcattered  here 
and  there  a  few  huts  which  appeared  to  be  only 
temporary  efl;ablifliments  of  the  natives  of  fome 
other  ifland,  who,  attraded  by  trade,  had  re- 
moved to  the  North  Ifland:  the  inhabitants  of 

Queen 
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Queen  Charlotte's  Illands  *,  like  thofe  of 
Tchinkitanay,  always  carry  in  their  canoes, 
flakes,  planks,  and  large  ftrips  of  bark,  which  arc 
employed  for  forming  occafionally,  and  on  the 
firft  piece  of  ground  that  prefents  itfelf,  a  Ihelter 
againft  the  fnow  and  rain  ;  thefe  are,  as  it  were, 
travelling  neceflaries  which,  during  fummer,  they 
put  together  in  the  places  where  a  more  eafy  or 
more  abundant  chace  induces  them  to  make  fome 
flay.  But,  during  winter,  they  inhabit  for  a 
conftancy  their  palaces,  w^hich  they  render  ftill 
more  impenetrable  to  the  cold  by  the  addition  of 
the  planks  and  ftrips  of  bark  which  compofe 
their  temporary  habitations. 

At  fome  diftance  from  thefe  palaces,  were 
perceived  feveral  maufolea  or  tombs  which  bear 
much  refemblance  to  the  morals  of  the  iflands  of 
the  Great  Ocean.  Thefe  monuments  are  of 
two  forts  t  ;  the  firft  and  more  fimple  are  com- 
pofed  only  of  a  fmgle  poft  about  ten  feet  in  height, 
and  a  foot  in  diameter,  on  the  fummit  of  which 
^re  fixed  planks  forming  a  fmall  platform;  and 
in  fome  this  platform  is  fupported  by  two  pofts. 
The  body,  depofited  on  this  platform,  is  covered 
with  mofs  and  large  ftones.  The  chief  whom 
Surgeon  Roblet  queftioned  refpeding  one  of 
thefe  tombs  which  was  feen  not  far  from  his  habita- 
tion, gave  him  to  underftand  that  it  was  the  tomb 


*  Obfervations  of  Rohkt.  îhid* 
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of  one  of  his  children  for  whom  he  had  long 
mourned.  The  maufolca  of  the  fécond  fort  are 
more  complex  :  four  ports  planted  in  the  ground, 
and  raifed  two  feet  only  above  it,  bear  a  farco- 
phagus  wrought  with  art  and  hermetically  clofed. 
It  might  be  fuppofed  that  the  latter  contain  the 
bodies  of  the  chiefs  of  families  or  tribes..* 

The  Americans  who  occupy  the   part  which 
the  French  vifited  of  the  fmaU  North  Illand, 
feem  to  have  a  decided  tafte  for  architeélure,  and 
confine  not  their  labours  in  this  way  to  building 
themfelves  habitations,  fpacious,  convenient,  and 
difpofed  for  fecuring  men  and  provifions  from  the 
cold  and  rain  ;  they  alfo  conflrucl  edifices  which 
appear  to  belong  to  no  one  in  particular.  Sur- 
geon RoBLET'fays  that  he  was  not  able  to  afcer- 
tain  what  are  their  ideas  concerning  a  Supreme 
Being  ;   whether  they  acknowledge  one  ;  what 
worfhip  they  pay  him,  nor  even  whether  they 
pay  him  any  ;  but  they  have  temples..   He  faw  in 
one  place  the  ruins  of  one  of  thefe  monuments, 
and  in  another,  a  temple  flanding,  which  cannot 
be  of  very  ancient  conftrudion.    It  is  on  an  ele- 
vated fpot,  and  infulated,  as  much  as  poffible,  that 
the  American  builds  what  we   call  his  temple. 
Some  ftrong  pofts,  fix  or  eight  feet  high,  form  an 
enclofure  in  which  are  preferved  all  the  tall  trees 
that  are  there  {landing  ;  but  all  the  fhrubs  are 
carefully  torn  up  j  and  the  ground  is  every  wheire 
put  in  order  and  well  beaten.    I«  the  middle  of  this 

encloture. 
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€!nclofure,  where  a  cave  is  fometîmes  made,  is  feeA 
a  fquare  and  uncovered  edifice  ;  it  is  conRruded, 
with  handfome  planks,  the  workmanfhip  of  which 
is  admirable  ;  and  a  ftranger  cannot  behold  without 
aftonifliment  that  thefe  planks  are  twenty-five 
feet  in  length,  by  four  feet  in  breadth  and  two 
inches  and  a  half  in  thicknefs.  What  a  time  it 
xnuH  have  required  to  prepare  and  finift  them  vAih 
the  fort  of  tools  which  are  employed  in  this  work  ! 

On  confidering  this  agreftic  temple,  I  çauno^ 
abftain  from  making  a  few  reflexions. 

The  cuftom  of  building  temples  on  elevated 
fpots,  on  bigb  places,  appears  as  general  as  it  is 
ancient:  man,  in  afcending  the  heights,  in  de- 
taching  himfelf,  in  a  manner,  from  the  earth,  has 
therefore  imagined  that  he  was  drav^ing  nearer  to 
the  Supreme  Being  to  whom  he  addreffes  hi^ 
homages  and  his  requefts  y  it  is  therefore  in 
heaven  that  he  affigns  him  his  refidence. 

Thefe  tall  trees  which  the  Americans  referve  in 
the  enclofure  of  their  temples  recall  to  mind  the 
facred  woods  of  our  Druids  ;  but  we  do  not  fee 
here,  as  in  the  Gauls,  that  chiefs  unite  ih^ 
priefthood  to  political  powder,  pradife  phyfic,  and 
have  at  their  difpofal  every  thing  that  can  flrengthen 
their  authority,  hope  and  fear.  Neither  does  any 
thing  appear  to  announce  that,  if  they  acknow- 
ledge a  being  fuperior  to  man,  that  being,  cruel 
and  always  angry,  like  the  God  Teutates,  de- 
mands that,  to  appeafe  him,  human  vldims  fhould 

be 
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be  facrificed  :  and  it  feems  to  me  that  this  portion 
of  America,  fo  little  favoured  in  other  refpeds, 
might,  under  this  double  confideration,  have  in 
its  natural  ftate  fome  advantage  over  our  Europe 
in  its  primitive  one. 

I  obferve  too  that  fometimes  a  cave  is  made  in 
the  enclofure  of  the  temple  -,  I  am  ignorant  of  the 
ufe  of  it  ;  but  at  leaft  nothing  indicates  that  it  can 
be  a  catacomb.  The  nations  who  have  liftened 
only  to  Nature,  have  not  thought  of  heaping 
under  the  pavement  of  an  edifice  confecrated  to  the 
divinity,  rotten  carcafles  the  peftilential  emanations 
of  which  infe6l  the  holy  fpot  and  drive  away  from 
it  the  living  ;  they  burnt  their  dead,  or  fuffered 
them  to  decay  in  the  open  air. 

I  remark,  in  fhort,  that  thefe  temples  are  un- 
covered ;  like  the  Temple  of  the  Jupiter  Olym- 
pius  at  Athens,  or  like  that  of  the  Jupiter  Ca- 
piTOLiNus  at  Rome  they  are  open  at  the  top  :  no 
doubt  the  American  wifhes  not  to  be  deprived  of  the 
fight  of  heaven  when  he  invokes  the  Great  Being 
whom  he  fuppofes  to  refide  there  :  Abel  and 
Abraham  facrificed  on  a  ftone  to  the  God  of  the 
Univerfe  ;  a  trunk  of  a  tree  was  the  firft  altar  ; 
and  a  field,  the  firft  temple. 

The  little  excurfion  which  the  French  had  made 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  cove  where  their  long-boat 
was  at  anchor,  occupied  them  ufefully  by  procuring 
them  the  means  of  acquiring  fome  knowledge  of  a 
country  of  which  Captain  Dixon's  Journal  has 

given 


Auguft  1791.]       MARCHANDAS  VOYAGE.  4II 

given  us  but  fome  very  vague,  very  incomplete, 
and  very  unfatisfadory  notions,  fuch  as  might  be 
expeâ:ed  from  a  navigator  who  did  not  fet  his 
foot  on  (hore,  and  who  faw  men  only  for  mo- 
ments, and  things  only  at  a  diftance.  This  em- 
ployment made  them  wait  without  impatience  the 
return  of  the  hunters  which  had  been  announced 
to  them  as  likely  to  be  near  at  hand. 

In  fad,  it  appeared  that  the  chace  had  not 
led  the  natives  very  far  from  their  fixed  fettle- 
ments  j  for,  a  little  time  after  noon,  arrived  ten 
canoes  carrying  about  fixty  individuals  of  all  ages 
and  of  both  fexes  ;  but,  between  them  all,  they 
offered  to  barter  only  a  fingle  otter-fkin,  and  two 
cloaks  of  the  fame  fur  half-worn. 

Captain  Chanal  and  his  party  hoped  that 
trade  was  going  to  affume  a  degree  of  adtivity 
when,  in  the  evening,  they  faw  fome  large  canoes 
which  had  come  from  the  eaftward,  land  at  a  fandy 
cove  fituated  on  the  fouthern  coall  of  the  North 
Ifland,  to  the  northward  of  the  fmall  illand  of  the 
ftrait  ;  and  they  immediately  proceeded  thither* 
Two  handfome  habitations  prefented  themfelves 
on  the  coaft  of  this  part  of  the  ifland  5  and  they 
there  found  alTembled  a  rather  confiderable  num- 
ber of  iflanders,  who,  no  doubt,  belonged  to  One 
fame  tribe. 

The  chief  of  the  canoes  requefted  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  long-boat,  and  to  this  Captain 

Chanal 
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Chanal    confented  with  pleafare.     He  pur- 
cbafed  of  bim  four  fine  otter-fkins,  of  which  the 
chief  difpofed,  although  it  was  very  evident  that 
they  were  not  his  own  property.     He  at  firft 
afked   in  exchange  niufkets  and  powder  ;  but 
Captain  Chan  At  pofitively  refufed  to  grant  him 
any  ;  and  he  then  lowered  their  demand  to  jackets, 
trowfers,  kettles,  bafms,  and  daggers.    The  natives 
appeared  not   inclined  to  make  any  other  ex- 
changes j  but  as  the  French  had  feen  feveral  of 
them  convey  Ikins  from  the  canoes  to  the  habita- 
tions, and  as  all  of  them  exprefled  the  greateft 
^agernefs  to  detain  the  long-boat.  Captain  Cha- 
nal hoped  for  a  more  abundant  traffic  the  next 
morning,  and  he  promifed  them  that  he  would  re- 
pair zt  day-light  to  the  fame  cove.    But  he  did  not 
choofe  to  pafs  the  night  on  fo  populous  a  part  of 
the  Goaft,  judging  it  more  prudent  to  refume  the 
anchoring  ftation  which  he  had  occupied  the  two 
preceding  nights. 

The  French  were  punctual  to  their  appoint- 
inent  ;  yet  they  had  been  anticipated  by  the 
Americans.  They  v/ere  received  by  thç  fame 
çhîef,  with  whom  they  had  traded  the  evening 
before  ;  but  they  were  not  a  little  afloniflied  that 
he  w^ould  fcarcely  deign  to  cafl  his  eyes  on  the  va- 
rious articles  which  they  difplayed  before  him  in 
order  that  he  might  make  his  choice  :  he  contented 
t^imfelf:^  fi'om  time  to  time,  whh  promifmg  a  great 
many  furs,  and  always  recurred  to  the  expedient 

of 
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of  giving  them  to  underftand  that  they  muîl  hop^, 
*i'hey  perceived  that,  during  this  négociation,  the 
plenipotentiary  ftole  a  brafs  bell  which  he  dropped 
into  the  fea,  very  certain  of  finding  it  again  wheîi 
the  ftrangers  fhould  retire.  They  pretended  not 
to  have  noticed  the  theft  \  but  they  watched  him 
fo  clofely,  that  their  vigilance  difconcerted  his 
affurance  and  dexterity  :  this  is  the  only  theft 
tvhh  which  they  have  to  reproach  the  inhabitants 
6f  this  ifland. 

The  chief  propofed  to  the  French  to  vifit  his  ha- 
bitation ;  and  they  confeated  to  this,  in  hopes  of 
feeing  there  fomefurs,  and  of  being  able  to  deter- 
mine him  to  conclude  fome  bargain.  He  was  ex- 
tremely attentive  in  his  behaviour  to  his  guefts^ 
and  in  doing  the  honours  of  his  houfe.  He  feized 
with  fingular  intelligence  all  the  queftions  which 
they  endeavoured  to  make  him  underftand,  and 
moft  frequently  he  contrived  to  anfwer  them. 
They  admired  his  air  of  aiTability,  his  readinefs 
to  oblige,  and  an  eafe  in  his  manners,  which 
feemed  not  to  belong  to  a  clafs  of  men  whom 
the  Europeans  ftill  confider  as  favages.  It  could 
not  be  doubted,  from  the  fight  of  all  the  European 
utenfils  which  this  people  pofTefs,  and  the  clothes 
of  different  forts  fome  of  which  were  already 
worn  out,  that  they  had  a  communication  for 
years  pall  with  Englifli  navigators,  and  had  re- 
ceived from  them  frequent  vifits  :  the  facility  with 
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which  every  individual  pronounced  the  word  Eng" 
lijh7nan^  which  they  often  repeated,  was  fufficient 
to  prove  this.  But  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  oc- 
cafional  and  very  fhort  communications  with  fome 
feamen  belonging  to  a  civilized  nation,  can  be  ca- 
pable of  polifhing  the  manners  of  a  people,  who,  of 
themfelves,  or  from  the  effe6l  of  other  more  ancient 
communications  with  fome  civilized  nation,  had  not 
made  a  prior  progrefs  in  civilization.  All  mo- 
dern intercourfe  with  the  Europeans  may  have  had 
an  influence  on  the  drefs  of  thefe  illanders,  and  I 
have  mentioned  the  caufe  of  it  in  fpeaking  of  the 
change  which  has  taken  place,  in  this  refpedl, 
among  the  Tchinkitanayans  ;  it  may  have  led 
them  to  adopt  houfehold  utenfils  whofe  fuperiority 
to  thofe  of  which  they  made  ufe,  they  have  had 
no  difficulty  in  difcovering  ;  it  may,  indeed,  have 
led  them  to  receive  with  fatisfadlion  tools  conve- 
nient to  be  handled,  which  abridge  labour,  the 
utility  of  which  they  have  witnefTed,  and  which 
they  mufl  foon  have  preferred  to  their  own  auk- 
ward  and  ineffedual  implements  ;  but  this  mo- 
mentary intercourfe,  fubjeâ:  to  long  interruptions, 
cannot  have  had  an  effecl  fo  quick,  a  fenfible 
influence  on  their  moral  qualities  and  their  man- 
ners :  and  if  we  choofe  to  fuppofe  that,  in  this  par- 
ticular, this  people  owe  fomething  to  the  new  ac- 
quaintances which  they  have  made,  it  muft  at 
leafl  be  admitted  that  the  furplus  is  their  portion, 
they  derive  it  from  nature,  and  from  an  ancient 

communi- 
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communication  with  fome  civilized  nation  in  the 
origin  of  which  theirs  has,  perhaps,  been  lofl  and 
confounded. 

Captain  Chanal  and  his  party  availed  them- 
felves  of  the  fituation  in  which  they  were,  and  of 
the  good  will  of  the  chief  to  whom  they  were  pay- 
ing a  vifit,  in  order  to  examine  minutely  the  inte- 
rior (late  of  a  habitation  when  it  is  aâ:ually  oc^ 
cupied  by  the  mafter  of  the  houfe. 

The  fire  is  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  édifice  ; 
there  it  is  that  the  food  is  drefled.    This  fame 
apartment  fifty  feet  long,  the  frame  and  the  gene- 
ral difpofition  of  which  I  have  defcribed,  ferves,  at  ' 
once,   for   kitchen,   dining-room,  bed-chamber, 
ftore-houfe,  and  workfhop,  and  alfo  as  a  filed  for 
the  canoe,  when  flie   is   not  employed  afloat. 
While,  on  one  fide,  fome  women  are  giving  their 
attention  to  the  children  and  to  the  family  con- 
cerns, fome,  elfewhere,  are  drying  and  fmoking  fifh 
for  the  winter  flock  ;  and  others  are  bufied  in  mak- 
ing mats,  and  joining  and  fewing  furs  in  order  to 
make  them  into  cloaks.    No  fixed  places  were 
diflinguifhable  for  fleeping,  and,  acccording  to  ap- 
pearances, all  the  individuals  of  a  family  fleep 
pell-mell  on  the  boarded  floor  of  the  habitation. 
The  difgufling  filthinefs  of  the  place  might,  how- 
ever, induce  the  fuppofition  that  they  fpread  on 
the  ground,  for  the  time  of  fleep,  mats  or  fkins  ; 
and  this  may  be  fuppofed  without  taxing  them 
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tirîth  fefîfualîty  *.  But  if  they  are  fo  negligent 
ivkh  refpeâ:  to  themfelves,  they  are  lefs  fo  in 

regard 

■*      It  is  common/*  fays  Surgeon  Robkt^  "  to  fee  ttuenty' 
j^ve  families,   each  compofed   of  Jive  or  Jix  individuals^ 
afrefnl)led  under  the  fame  roof,  without  confufion,  although 
**  there  ate  jplàces  appropriated  for  woik>  fuch  as  the  manil- 
le-** failure  of  mats,  ropes,  &c.'* 

I  cannot  beh'eve  that  there  is  not  an  error  in  th«  figures  5 
twenty- live  families,  of  five  or  fix  individuals  each,  give  a  pro- 
du6l  of  from  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  perfons  ;  and  we  may  take  one  hundred  and  forty  as  â 
mean  term  ;  now,  it  is  phyfically  impoifible  to  be  able  to 
etlablifli,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  live  there  habitually,  one 
hundred  and  forty  perfons  on  fifty  feet  in  length  and  thirty- 
five  in  breadth  (the  dimenfions  of  the  moil  fpacious  ha- 
bitations) that  is  to  fay,  on  a  fuperficies  of  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  or  about  forty-nine  toifes,  which 
gives  only  twelve  fquare  feet,  or  the  third  of  a  fquare  toife 
for  each  of  the  individuals  ;  for  the  furface  of  à  mat  of  fix 
feet  long  by  two  broad,  neceffary  for  receiving  a  maa  laid 
down,  is  equal  to  a  third  of  a  fquare  toife;  thus  fuppofingj 
again  il  every  probability,  that  all  the  individuals  of  a  habita- 
tion lay  fqueezed  fide  by  fide,  and  that  the  feet  of  thofe  6Î 
the  firft  rank  touched  the  heads  of  thofe  of  the  fécond  ;  and 
the  feet  of  the  fécond,  the  heads  of  the  third,  &c.  the  totsd 
Hoor  of  the  habitation  would  be  occupied  by  the  hundred  and 
forty  mats  :  but  we  mull  deduél  from  this  floor  for  the  fire- 
|>lace,  about  a  fquare  toife,  and  feven  or  eight  toifes  for  thfc 
places  referved  for  the  workfhops,  for  thofe  that  are  occupied 
Iby  the  chefts  in  which  are  contained  their  winter  provifions, 
for  that  which  is  occupied  by  the  canoe,  &c.  which  reduces 
the  difpofable  furface  to  about  forty  toifes,  or  one  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  forty  fquare  feet,  and  gives  no  more,  fbr* 
each  individual,  than  about  ten  fuperficial  feet,  or  a  place  of 
five  feet  long  by  two  broad  ;  thus  it  is  proved  that  the  hun- 
6  drea 
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regard  to  their  children  :  the  youngeft  are  laid  in 
cradles  fufpended  like  hatnmocks.  Our  voyagers 
faw  a  fomewhat  confiderable  number  of  chefls 
piled  up  on  the  fides  and  in  the  corners  of  the  ha- 
bitation, and  they  learnt  that  thefe  chefts  ,hold  the 
winter  provifions,  and  that,  in  others,  are  con- 
tained bows  and  arrovv^s.  In  different  places  of  the 
"walls,  were  hung  darts,  lances,  nets,  fifli-hooks, 
with  poles  and  lines  for  fifhing. 

The  habitations  are,  in  general,  painted  and 
decorated  in  various  ways  ;  but  what  was  particu- 
larly remarkable  in  that  which  the  French  vifited, 
was  a  pidlure  fomewhat  like  thofe  which  they  had 
jeen  in  the  fort  of  redoubt  ere^led  in  the  fmall 


dred  and  forty  individuals  cannot  be  eftabliflied  in  a  manner 
fupportable  for  them,  in  a  fingle  habitation  of  the  dimenfions 
given  ;  and  that,  for  every  one  to  have  room  to  fleep,  they 
muft  lie  like  a  litter  of  puppies  under  the  belly  of  their 
mother.  I  think  therefore  that,  inftead-of  twenty-five  fami- 
lies ;  as  we  read  in  figures  in  the  copy  of  the  journal  which  is 
now  before  me,  we  fhould  read  fi,De  families  :  which  gives 
only  the  number  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  for  the  total  of  the 
individuals,  a  number  which  in  ftridnefs  can  be  eftabhflied  on 
the  given  furface,  without  warranting,  however,  that  they 
would  then  be  much  at  their  eafe^ 

But  if  the  refait  of  the  calculation  determine  us  to  reje6l, 
in  regard  to  the  number  of  the  individuals,  the  obfervation 
prefented  by  the  Journal  of  Surgeon  Rehlet,  we  can  at  leaft 
conclude  from  it  that  feveral  families  are  united  in  the  fame 
habitation  ;  and  as  we  know,  befides,  that  other  habitations  of  ^ 
the  fame  extent  are  occupied  only  by  a  fingle  family,  we  are 
led  to  conclude  thence  that  there  is,  among  thefe  iflanders,  aa 
equality  of  fortune  and  condition. 
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îfland  of  the  Strait,  which  occupied  the  head  of 
the  apartment,  as  is  feen  fufpended  in  the  drawing- 
rooms  in  Spain,  over  the  EJirado^  the  picture 
of  the  immaculate  conception.    Surgeon  Roblet 
has  defcribed  this  produdien  of  the  fine  arts  of 
the  NORTH-WEST  coafl  of  i\MERicA.    "  Among 
"  a  great  number  of  figures  very  much  varied, 
and  which  at  firfl  appeared  to  me,"  fays  he, 
to  refemble  nothing,  I  diilinguifhed  in  the  mid- 
die  a  human  figure  which  its  extraordinary  pro- 
portions,  ftill  more  than  its  fize,  render  mon- 
"  flrous.  Its  thighs  extended  horizontally,  after 
the  manner  of  tail  ors  feated,  are  Aim,  long,  out 
of  all  proportion,  and  form  a  carpenter's  fquare 
"  with  the  legs  which  are  equally  ill-made  ;  the 
arms  extended  in  the  form  of  a  crofs,  and  ter- 
minated  by  fingers,  fiend er  and  bent.    The  face 
is  twelve  (French)  inches,  from  the  extremity 
of  the  chin  to  the  top  of  the  forehead,  and 
eighteen  inches  from  one  ear  to  the  other  ;  it  is 
furmounted  by  a  fort  of  c^^p.    Dark  red,"  adds 
he,  "  apple  green,  and  black  are  here  blended 
"  with  the  natural  colour  of  the  wood,  and  diftri- 
"  buted  in  fymmetrical  fpots,  with  fufficient  intelii- 
"  gence  to  aiTord  at  a  diflance  an  agreeable  objed:." 

From  the  defcription  which  Surgeon  Roblet 
gives  us  of  this  pidure,  it  mJght  be  imagined  that 
it  fomewhat  refembles  thofe  fhapelefs  elTays  of  an 
intelligent  child,  who  undertakes,  without  princi- 
ples, to  draw  the  objefts  which  prefent  themfelves 

to 
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îo  his  fight  :  I  remark,  however,  that  the  voyagers 
who  have  frequented  the  different  parts  of  the 
N€RTH-WEST  coafl  of  AMERICA*,  often  faw  there 
works  of  painting  and  fculpture  in  which  the  pro- 
portions were  tolerably  well  obferved,  and  the  exe- 
cution of  which  befpoke  a  tafte  and  perfe6lion 
which  we  do  not  expe£l  to  find  in  countries  where 
the  men  feem  ftill  to  have  the  appearance  of  fa- 
vages.  But  what  mufl  aftonifh  mod,  and  I  ftiall 
refume  this  obfervation  in  the  fequel,  is  to  fee  paint- 
ings every  where,  every  where  fculpture,  among  a 
nation  of  hunters. 

"  I  have  already  made  known  part  of  the  move- 
ables of  the  habitation  that  we  are  vifiting  ;  ofthefe 
the  cooking  utenfils  appear  to  form  a  confider- 
able  portion  :  here  are  feen  confounded  with  wooden 
veffels  and  fpoons  of  horn  or  of  whalebone,  pe- 
culiar to  the  country,  iron  pots  and  kettles,  ftew- 
pans,  frying-pans,  boilers,  tin  bafins,  and  the  other 
houfehold  utenfils,  with  which  the  Europeans  have 
furniflied  the  Americans,  and  the  ufe  of  which  is 
become  as  familiar  to  them  as  to  ourfelves.  There 
were  alfo  feen  fheets  of  copper,  large  pieces  of 
bar  iron,  hatchers,  adzes,  joiner's  chifels,  plane- 
irons,  daggers,  and  lances,  the  whole  of  Englifli 
manufadure,  mingled  and  confounded  with  Ame- 
rican lances  ;  bones  jagged  or  barbed  for  arming  . 
the  point  of  the  lances,  fifh-hooks  of  (tone  or 

*  Dixon* s  Voyage,  page  242. 
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bone  *,  mats  and  ropes,  no  doubt  of  the  bark  of 
trees,  or  other  plants  whofe  exterior  filaments  are 
eafily  detached  from  the  ligneous  part,  laftly  hats 
made  of  rufhes,  and  other  weapons,  tools,  imple- 
ments, utenfils,  and  dreflfes,  which  may  be  called 
indigenous,  becaufe  they  are  thofe  which  the  Ame- 
ricans had  invented  and  fabricated  for  themfelves, 
before  the  Europeans,  by  introducing  into  their 
iflands  the  produce  of  our  induftry,  had  brought 
them  to  know  new  conveniences  and  new  wants. 

The  mafter  of  the  habitation  alfo  poflefled  for 
his  own  particular  ufe  four  mulkets  and  half  a 
pound  of  powder  ;  but,  fortunately  for  him,  and 
|)erhaps  for  others,  he  neither  had  balls  nor  lead  ; 
I  fay  fortunately  :  in  facl,  on  the  one  hand,  the 
French  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing,  in  the  trials 
which  he  made  with  a  little  powder,  becaufe  he 
was  very  fparing  of  it,  that  he  ufed  this  weapon 
very  aukwardly  ;  and,  on  the  other,  it  appeared, 
that  the  arms  which  he  had  received  in  the  courfe 
of  barter  with  the  Englifh  were  of  fo  bad  a  quality, 
that  not  one  of  them  would  have  been  able  to 
(land  the  mod  common  charge^  if  this  charge  had 
been  fired  with  ball  or  even  with  (hot.  It  appears 
that  he  was  not  acquainted  with  the  ufe  of  either  ; 
for,  although  he  had  renewed  feveral  times,  but  in 
vain,  his  entreaties  in  order  to  obtain  from  the 
French  powder  and  mufkets,  he  never  aiked  them 

*  "  Thefe  fifii.hooks,''  fays  Surgeon  Rohkti  are  of  the 
moll  difadvantageoiis  form." 

either 
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either  for  lead  or  balls.  I  fhall  not  repeat  what 
I  have  faid  refpe£ling  the  imprudence  that  there  has 
been  in  permitting  the  Americans  to  become  fa- 
miliar with  European  arms  :  moft  afluredly,  I  would 
not  have  thefe  employed  to  opprefs  them  ;  but, 
without  making  them  experience  their  effe^ls,  the 
terror  which  our  arms  had  infpired,  fhould  have 
been  maintained  :  terror  conditutes  the  flrength 
and  the  fecurity  of  the  fmall  number  againft  the 
multitude.  And  can  we  flatter  ourfelves,  although 
we  have  not  made  known  to  thefe  people  the 
means  by  which  the  mufket  is  a  murderous  wea- 
pon, that  they  will  always  continue  to  believe  that 
it  is  intended  to  produce  only  fmoke  and  noife  ? 
If  ever  one  of  them,  in  a  quarrel  with  Europeans, 
is  flruck  by  a  ball,  can  we  hope  that  he  or  his 
companions,  on  dreffing  the  wound,  for,  no  doubt, 
they  have  fome  means  of  curing  thofe  which  they 
may  inflid  on  each  other,  in  examining  the 
wound,  will  fucceed  in  difcovering  the  foreign 
body  that  made  it  ?  And  is  it  prefuming  too  much 
on  their  intelligence,  to  think  that  fhortly  they  will 
find  means  to  fubftitute  to  ball  v^^hich  they  have 
not,  fmall  round  pebbles,  heads  of  nails,  or  pieces 
of  iron  ?  May  it  not  even  happen  that  in  making 
ufe  of  a  pewter  bafm,  a  too  great  heat  may  melt 
it  ?  And  that  an  accident  of  this  fort  may  bring 
them  quite  naturally  to  conclude  that  with  a  pew- 
ter bafm,  they  may  eafily  make  balls  ?  I  much 
fear  that  the  mercantile  avidity  of  the  Englifli,  if 

E  E  3  they 
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they  continue  to  fupply  the  Americans  with  muf- 
kets  and  powder,  may  have  facrificed  to  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  moment  their  future  fafety,  and  that 
of  the  navigators  who  may  frequent  thefe  iflands  : 
they  fliould  not  forget,  when  all  Europe  recolle6ts 
it  with  grief,  that  their  immortal  Cook  was 
aflaflinated  with  the  dagger  which  he  himfeif  had 
caufed  to  be  forged  on  board  his  (hip,  and  of  which 
he  had  made  a  prefent  to  the  chief  of  a  favage 
tribe. 

Captain  Chanal  hoped  that,  after  having  fpent 
a  few  hours  with  the  chief  who  had  fhewn  fo 
much  eagernefs  to  do  him  the  honours  of  his  habit- 
ation, he  fhould  obtain  from  him  fome  furs  ;  but, 
no  fooner  was  traffic  mentioned,  than  from  being 
the  engaging  mafler  of  the  houfe,  he  became  a  Jew 
chapman  and  dealer.  Having  returned  to  the  long- 
boat where  he  again  took  his  feat,  he  accepted 
with  pleafure  various  articles  which  Captain  Cha. 
NAL,  in  hopes  of  bringing  him  to  terms,  offered 
him  as  prefents  ;  but  his  obflinacy  in  requiring  muf- 
kets  in  the  firft  place,  counteraded  all  commercial 
dealings.  At  length,  the  French  made  every  dif- 
pofition  for  departure,  "as  if  they  had  meant  to  take 
leave  of  the  coaft  ;  and  this  ftratagem  fucceeded. 
When  the  iflanders  faw  that  the  failors  were 
pufhing  off  the  boat,  they  haftened  to  bring  the 
few  furs  which  they  polTeiTed  :  the  chief  was  alfo 
chkrged  to  conclude  the  bargains  for  the  whole 
tribe  :  and  each  of  the  natives  for  whom  he  con- 

tradledj 
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traded,  approved  and  ratified  the  bargain  m  which 
he  was  interefted.  Captain  Chanal  obtained  fe- 
veral  otter-lkins,  a  greater  number  of  Ikins  of  cub 
otter,  and  tv»^o  cloaks,  the  one  of  old  otter,  the  . 
other  of  black  marmot.  No  exchange  was  termi- 
nated without  the  accuftomed  gratuity,  the  Jiok  of 
the  Tchinkitanayans,  which  confifled  of  knives, 
brafs  bells,  and  other  trifles  ;  and  for  the  price  of 
the  furs  themfelves,  the  natives,  this  once,  pre- 
ferred among  the  various  articles  of  trade  which 
were  prefented  to  them,  boilers,  pewter  bafins,  and 
large  lances  :  they  alfo  accepted  fome  iron  tools, 
and  pots  and  kettles  in  a  very  fmall  number. 

As  foon  as  the  bargains  were  concluded,  the  chief 
did  not  endeavour  to  detain  the  French,  but  gave 
them  to  underftand  that  he  had  fold  all  that  the 
illand  poflefled.  They  made  figns  to  him  that  they 
were  .going  to  vifit  the  eaft  part  of  the  fouthern 
coaft  of  the  ftrait,  which,  as  I  have  faid,  is  the 
north  coaft  of  the  large  ifland  :  but  he  fignified  that 
an  Englifli  veffel  had  thence  carried  off  every  thing  : 
and  they  had  no  difficulty  in  crediting  his  report, 
becaufe  the  fldns  which  they  had  juft  purchafed, 
and  which  came  from  this  very  coaft,  were  ftill 
frefh,  and  appeared,  for  the  moft  part,  to  have  be- 
longed to  animals  killed  the  day  before  or  the  fame 
day.  He  then  propofed  to  Captain  Chanal  to 
return  in  fix  days,  affu ring  him  that,  in  the  interval, 
the  iflanders  v/ould  kill  a  great  number  of  otters 
•the  {kins  of  which  he  might  purchafe,  Captain 
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Chanal  anfwered  him  that,  if  he  returned,  it 
could  not  be  in  lefs  than  ten  days  ;  but  he  explained 
that,  if  the  French  ftaid  away  fo  long,  they  would 
be  anticipated  by  an  Englifh  veflel  which  was  ex- 
pedled  :  and  as  he  indicated  that  this  veffel  had 
anchored  to  the  eaftward,  without  the  eaft  mouth 
of  Cox's  Channel,  Captain  Chanal  wifhed  to 
avail  himfelf  of  the  remainder  of  the  day  in  order 
to  afcertain  whether  the  fouth  coaft  of  the  flrait, 
which  extends  to  the  eaftward,  might  not  afford 
fome  anchorage. 

Scarcely  had  the  long-boat  begun  fleering  for 
the  large  liland,  when  our  voyagers  perceived,  at 
a  league's  diftance,  a  brig  of  a  hundred  and  fifty 
or  two  hundred  tons  burden,  followed  by  a  fmall 
tender  of  about  twelve  tons.  Thefe  two  veffels  did 
not  fhew  their  colours  :  and  as  the  orders  of  the 
Captain  of  the  Solide  enjoined  him  to  avoid  all 
intercourfe  with  flrange  llnps,  he  did  not  endea- 
vour to  fpeak  them  ;  but  a  canoe,  manned  by 
the  fame  iflanders  with  whom  the  French  had 
traded,  and  which  was  (landing  on  to  join  the  brig, 
having  palTed  within  hail  of  the  long-boat,  and 
the  people  in  her  having  called  out,  feveral  times, 
pointing  to  the  veffels,  Englijh^  Englifh^  it  could 
not  be  doubted  that  they  were  Enghfli. 

Captain  Chanal  re  entered  Cox's  Strait  by 
the  north  paffage,  at  the  entrance  of  v/hich  the 
foundings  were  from  four  to  five  fathoms,  over  a 
bottom  of  fmall  pebbles.    This  paffage  is  fo  nar- 
row 
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row  that  we  cannot  recommend  to  a  fhip  to  enter 
it  ;  but  the  fouth  pafTage  prefents  throughout  a 
great  depth  of  water.  Captain  Ghana  l  obferves, 
however,  that,  if  a  veflel  be  caught  in  a  calm, 
and  driven  by  the  currents,  (he  would  not  have  an 
opportunity  of  dropping  an  anchor  there,  becaufe 
the  bottom  is  rocky  ;  but  a  fhip  which  might  an- 
chor in  Cloak  Bay,  and  be  put  in  danger  by  the 
violence  of  a  wefterly  gale,  v/ould  have  the  re- 
fource  of  croffing  Cox's  Channel  in  order  to  gain 
the  open  fea  to  the  eaftward  of  the  iflands. 

In  the  vifit  which  Captain  Chanal  paid  to  the 
Bay  and  the  Strait,  he  had  reafon  to  be  convinced 
that  all  this  part  affords  no  good  anchorage  ;  that 
the  beft  for  a  fhip  which  might  be  forced  to  anchor 
there,  is  in  the  middle  of  the  weft  mouth  of 
Cloak  Bay,  but  that  the  bottom  is  not  all  alike.. 
If  a  navigator  found  himfelf  compelled  by  the 
wind  to  crofs  the  Strait  from  weft  to  eaft,  through 
the  South  PalTage,  it  would  be  necelTary  for  him 
to  calculate  the  time  of  high  water,  in  order  to 
avoid  being  involved  in  the  channel  with  the  be- 
ginning of  the  flood  or  that  of  the  ebb,  becaufe 
at  thofe  two  periods,  the  tide  there  is  very  rapid. 
According  to  the  fmall  number  of  obfervations 
which  the  French  had  an  opportunity  of  making, 
the  tides  appeared  to  run  fix  hours,  and  to  be  re- 
gular :  it  is  high  water  at  the  weft  mouth  of  the 
bay  at  twelve  o'clock  on  the  full  and  change  days  : 
the  fearifes  there  about  ten  feetj  the  currents  fol- 
low 
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low  the  diredion  of  the  land  ;  the  flood  comes 
from  the  weftward,  and  the  ebb  from  the  eaftward*. 

When  Captain  Chanal  had  terminated  his 
operations,  he  retired  behind  the  fmall  ifland  where 
he  had  pafTed  the  preceding  night  ;  and  the  next 
day,  the  27th  of  Augud,  with  a  breeze  from  the 
caftward,  which  had  fucceeded  the  wefterly  winds, 
the  long-boat  regained  the  fhip. 

The  plan  which  was  drawn  by  Captain  Chanal 
of  Cloak  Bay  and  Cox's  Channel,  and  on  which 
are  laid  down  all  the  foundings  and  bearings  that 
he  took,  although  it  is  given  merely  as  a Jketch^  may 
be  fufficient  for  a  navigator  to  follow  with  fafety  as 

*  We  find  in  an  extra £1  from  Captain  Douglases  voyage 
given  by  Captain  Meares,  that  it  was  high  water  in  Cosies 
Channel,  on  the  23d  of  June,  1789,  the  day  of  the  new  moon, 
at  twenty  minutes  after  midnight  ;  that  the  flood  there  comes 
from  the  weftward  ;  that  the  fea  rifes  fixteen  Englifli  feet 
(fifteen  one-third  French)  in  perpendicular  height  ;  and  that 
the  night  tides  rofe  two  feet  higher  than  thofe  of  the  day.  (See 
Meares^^  Voyages,  page  367.) 

Captain  Cha?ial  not  having  been  in  Cloak  Bay  at  the  period 
of  the  new  moon,  which  was  on  the  29th  of  Auguft,  was  re- 
duced to  ellimate  from  the  tides 'which  he  had  obferved  on 
the  preceding  days,  that  the  time  of  high  v/ater,  on  the  full  and 
change  of  the  moon,  at  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  w^as  twelve 
o'clock,  and  that  the  fea  there  rifes  twelve  feet.  He  nearly 
agrees  with  Captain  Z)c?i^7<;?j-  as  to  the. time;  but  he  differs 
from  him  from  ten  to  fifteen  feet  as  to  the  perpendicular  rife 
of  the  -/.T-ter.  Tlus  difference  can  be  explained  only  by  that 
of  the  different  winds  which  may  have  blown  at  the  periods 
of  the  two  obfcrvations  :  it  is  well  known  that,  in  narrow 
channels,  the  direélion  of  the  wind  has  a  confiderable  influence 
or.  the  height  of  the  tide. 

a  guide 
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a  guide  for  the  bay  and  the  channel  ;  the  direction 
of  the  coaflsis  there  inferted  with  corredlnefs;  their 
fmuofities  are  reprefented  in  a  mafs  ;  and,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  narrative,  will  be  found  indicated  the 
quality  of  the  bottom  and  the  fetting  of  the  cur<;» 
rents. 

It  remains  for  me  to  give  an  idea  of  the  nature 
of  the  foil,  of  the  produdions  of  the  country,  and 
of  its  population,  and  to  add  a  few  remarks  which 
will  develop  what  the  condud  of  its  inliabitants 
has  already  made  known  of  their  character  and 
çuftoms  *. 

The 

*  I  extradé  from  the  Journal  of  the  Ifhigenia  Captain  Dou- 
glas^ all  that  concerns  the  difcovery  of  Cox's  Strait  or  Channel. 
This  extradt  adds  little  to  our  information  ;  but  cur  readers 
maybe  very  glad  to  compare  what  has  been  faid  of  this  Chan- 
nel by  the  firft  who  difcovered  it,  with  what  was  feen  and 
faid  of  it  by  Captain  Chanal  and  Surgeon  Rohlet» 

"  In  the  morning  of  the  20th,  (June  1789)  the  long-boat 
was  difpatched  to  the  head  of  the  bay,  to  difcover  if  there  was 
any  pafTage  up  the  inlet  ;  and  the  account  received  on  her  re- 
turn was,  that,  toward  the  head  of  the  bay,  a  bar  ran  acrofs,  on 
which  the  long-boat  got  aground  ;  but  that  within  it  there 
was  the  appearance  of  a  large  found.  Several  canoes  now 
came  alongfide  the  fhip,  and  having  purchafed  their  ftock  of 
furs.  Captain  Douglas  got  under  way  to  look  into  an  inlet  whick 
he  had  obferved  the  preceding  year  :  at  noon  it  was  exceeding 
hazy,  and  no  bbfervation  was  made. 

Early  in  the  afternoon  the  long-boat  wasfent,  well  manned, 
and  armed,  to  examine  the  inlet  and  found  for  anchorage,  and 
foon  after,  twelve  canoes  being  feen  making  their  way  towards 
her,  while  feveral  others  were  coming  off  to  the  fliip,  Cap- 
tain Douglas  made  fail  after  the  long-boat,  which  had  already- 
made  a  fignal  for  anchorage.    At  five  o'clock  they  dropped 

the 
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The  lands  which  form  the  Bay  and  the  Strait  are 
low  and  covered  with  firs.     The  trees  there  do 

not 


the  bower  anchor  in  twenty-five  fathoms  water,  about  four 
miles  from  the  fhore,  and  two  from  a  fmall  barren,  rocky  ifland, 
which  happened  to  prove  the  rclidence  of  a  chief,  named 
Blacka-zu  CofiecIjQiv,  whom  Captain  Douglas  had  feen  on  the 
coaft  in  his  lait  voyage.  He  came  imrriediately  on  board,  and 
v/elcomed  the  arrival  of  the  fiiip  v/ith  a  fong,  to  which  two 
hundred  of  his  people  formed  a  chorus  of  the  mod  pleafing 
melody.  When  the  voices  ceafed,  he  paid  Captain  Douglas 
the  complim.ent  of  exchanging  names  with  him,  after  the  man- 
ner of  the  chiefs  of  the  Sandwich  Tdands. 

On  the  2 1  it,  at  feven  in  the  mornirtg,  they  flood  up  the 
inlet,  and  at  nine  came  to  in  eighteen  fathoms  water,  when  they 
moored  the  fiiip  with  the  ftream  anchor.  Through  this  chan- 
nel, which  is  formed  by  Charlotte^s  Iflands,  and  an  ifland  that 
lies  off  the  weft  end  of  it,  the  tide  was  found  to  run  very  rapid* 
The  pafiage  takes  its  courfe  eaft  and  weft,  about  ten  or  twelve 
miles,  and  forms  a  communication  with  the  open  fea.  It  was 
now  named  Cox^  Channel.  Very  foon  after  the  ftn'p  was 
moored,  the  long-boat  was  fent  to  found  in  the  mid  channel, 
but  no  foundings  could  be  obtained  with  eighty  fathoms  cf 
line;  but  near  the  rocks,  on  the  fcarboard  ftiore,  they  had  twen- 
ty and  thirty  fathoms  water. 

"  Having  been  vifited  the  preceding  night  by  two  canoes, 
which  lay  on  their  paddles,  and  dropped  down  with  the  tide,  as 
was  fuppofed,  in  expe6lation  of  finding  us  all  afleep,  they 
were  defired  to  keep  off,  and,  finding  themfelves  difcovercd, 
they  made  haftily  for  the  ftiore.  As  no  orders  had  been  given 
to  fire  at  any  boat,  however  fufpicious  its  appearance  might  be, 
thefe  people  were  fniTered  to  retreat  without  being  inter- 
rupted. This  night,  however,  there  happened  to  be  feveral 
women  on  board,  and  they  gave  Captain  Douglas  to  underftand, 
that  if  he  or  his  crew  ftiould  fall  afleep,  all  their  heads  would 
he  cut  off,  as  a  plan  had  been  formed  by  a  confiderable 
number  of  the  natives  as  foon  as  the  lights  were  out?  to  make 

an' 
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not  ftand  fo  clofe  as  on  the  coaH:  of  Tchinkita- 
NAY,  and  even,  at  a  certain  diftance  from  the' 

beach. 


an  attempt  on  the  (hip.  The  gunner  therefore  received  his 
inftrudions,  and  foon  after  the  h'ghts  were  exftinguifhed,  on 
feeing  a  canoe  coming  out  from  among  the  rocks,  he  gave 
the  alarm,  and  fired  a  gun  over  her,  which  was  accompa- 
nied by  the  difcharge  of  feveral  muficets,  which  drove  her  back 
again  with  the  utmoft  precipitation. 

<*  In  the  morning  (22d  June)  the  old  chief  Blahonv-Conee- 
ha<Wi  made  a  long  fpeech  from  the  beach  ;  and  the  long-boat 
going  on  fliorefor  wood,  there  were  upwards  of  forty  men  who 
iffued  from  behind  a  rock,  and  held  up  a  thimble  and  fome 
other  trifling  things,  which  they  had  ftolen  from  the  fliip  . 
but  when  they  found  that  the  party  did  not  intend  to  moleit 
them,  they  gave  a  very  ready  and  aftive  affiftance  in  cutting 
woodland  bringing  the  water-caflcs  down  to  the  boat.  Some 
time  after  the  thief  came  on  board,  arrayed,  as  may^be  fup- 
pofed,  in  a  fafhion  of  extraordinary  ceremony,  having  four 
.  jflcins  of  the  ermine  hanging  from  each  ear,  and  one  from  his 
nofe  ;  when,  after  Captain  Douglas  had  explained  to  him  the 
reafon  of  their  firing  the  preceding  night,  he  firft  made  a  long 
fpeech  to  his  own  people,,  and  then  affured  him  that  the  at- 
tempt which  had  been  made,  was  by  fome  of  a  tribe  wdio 
inhabited  the  oppofite  fhore,  and  entreated,  if  they  fiiould  re  - 
peat  their  no6lurnal  vifit,  that  they  might  be  killed  as  they  de- 
ferved.  He  added  that  he  had  left  his  houfe,  in  order  to  live 
alongfide  the  fhip,  for  the  purpofe  of  its  protection,  and  that 
he  himfelf  had  commanded  the  women  to  give  that  information 
which  they  had  communicated.  This  old  man  exercifed  the 
moll  friendly  fervices  in  his  power  to  Captain  Douglas,  and 
polTefled  a  degree  of  authority  over  his  tribe,  very  fuperior  to 
that  of  any  other  chief  whom  they  had  feen  on  the  coad 
of  America, 

"  In  the  afternoon  Captain  Douglas  took  the  long-boat  and 
ran  acrofs  the  channel,  to  an  ifland  which  lay  between  the  fhip 
and  the  village  of  Tatanee,  and  invited  the  chief  to  be  of  the 
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beach,  the  forefl:  appears  like  regular  plantation  ; 
there,  are  feen  two  beautiful  glades  ;  and,  in  fe- 

veral 


party  ;  who,  having  feen  him  pull  up  the  wild  parfley  and  eat 
it,  he  was  fo  attentive  as  to  order  a  large  quantity  of  it,  with 
fome  falmon,  to  be  fent  on  board  every  morning. 

*«  At  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  23d,  finding  the 
ground  to  be  bad,  they  ran  acrofs  the  channel  to  a  fmall  har- 
bour, which  is  named  BeaVs  Harbour,  on  the  TartaneeÇiàCf  and 
at  ten  dropped  anchor  in  nineteen  fathoms  water,  about  half  a 
cable's  length  from  the  fhore  ;  the  land  locked  all  round,  and 
the  great  wooden  images  of  Tatanee  bore  eatt  one  quarter 
north  ;  the  village  on  the  oppofite  fhore  bearing  fouth  half 
weft.  This  harbour  is  in  the  latitude  of  54°  1 8'  north,  and 
longitude  227*^  6'  eaft  from  Greenwich  (or  135^  14'  wefl  from 
Paris.  ) 

"  The  three  following  days  were  employed  in  purchafing 
flcins,  and  preparing  to  depart  ;  but  as  all  the  ftock  of  iron  was 
expended,  they  were  under  the  necefTity  of  cutting  up  the 
hatch-bars,  and  chain-plates. 

**  On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  as  foon  as  the  chief  returned^ 
who  had  gone  on  fliore  the  preceding  evening,  to  get  a  frefh 
fupply  of  provifions,  Captain  Douglas  gave  orders  to  unmoor, 
and  a  breeze  fpringing  up,  at  half  pafl  nine  they  got  under  way^ 
and  fleered  through  Cox^s  Channel,  with  feveral  canoes  in  tow. 
At  eleven,  having  got  out  of  the  flrength  of  the  tide,  which  ran 
very  rapid,  they  hove  to,  and  a  briflc  trade  commenced  with 
the  natives,  who  bartered  their  flîins  for  coats,  jackets,  trow- 
fers,  pots,  kettles,  frying-pans,  wafh-hand  bafons,  and  what- 
ever articles  of  a  fimilar  nature  could  be  procured,  either  from 
the  officers  or  the  men  ;  bui  they  refufed  to  take  any  more  of 
the  chain-plates,  as  the  iron  of  which  they  were  made  proved 
fo  brittle,  that  it  broke  in  their  manufaduring  of  it.  The 
lofs  of  the  iron  and  other  articles  of  trade,  which  had  been 
taken  out  of  the  fln'p  by  the  Spaniards,  was  now  very  feverely 
felt,  as  the  natives  carried  back  no  fmall  quantity  of  furs,  which 
Captain  Douglas  hsd  not  the  means  of  purchsfing. 

«  This 
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veral  places,  the  country  prefents  fome  agreeable 
fîtes  and  a  diverfified  profpeâ:. 

The 


**  This  tribe  is  very  numerous  ;  and  the  'village  of  Tartanee 
ftands  on  a  fine  fpot  of  ground,  round  which  was  fome  appear- 
ance of  cultivation  ;  and  in  one  place  in  particular,  it  was  evi- 
dent that  feed  had  been  lately  fown.  In  all  probability,  Cap- 
tain Gray,  in  the  floop  Wafhington,  had  fallen  in  with  this  tribe, 
and  employed  his  confiderate  friendfaip  in  forming  this  garden  ; 
but  this  is  mere  matter  of  conjeélure,  as  the  real  fa6l  could  not 
be  learned  from  the  natives.  From  the  fame  benevolent 
fpirit.  Captain  Douglas  himfelf  planted  fome  beans,  and  gave  the 
natives  a  quantity  for  the  fame  ufeful  purpofe  ;  and  there  is 
little  doubt  but  that  excellent  and  wholefome  vegetable,  at 
this  time,  forms  an  article  of  luxury  in  the  village  of  Tartanee. 
This  people^  indeed,  were  fo  fond  of  the  cookery  praclifed 
on  board  the  Ipheginia,  that  they  very  frequently  refufed  ta 
traffic  with  their  fl<:ins,  till  they  had  been  taken  down  to  the 
cabin,  and  regaled  with  a  previous  entertainment."  (See 
Meares'  Voyages,  pages  365,  and  following.) 

Such  are  the  only  details  which,  till  this  day,  we  have  re- 
ceived from  the  Englifli  refpeâiing  the  channel  named  by  Dou>- 
glas  Cox^s  Channel.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  it  is  the  fame 
as  that  which  was  vifited  and  founded  by  Captain  Chanal  ; 
but  it  appears  that  Douglas  has  comprehended  under  the  name 
of  Cox's  Channel,  both  the  Channel,  properly  fo  called,  and 
Dixon^s  Cloak  Bay.  It  is  fcarcely  pofTible  to  apply  what  he 
fays  of  his  anchoring  and  of  his  proceedings  in  the  Channel, 
to  the  plan  drawn  of  it  by  the  French  (Plate  V.  )  we  are  tempted 
to  believe  that  the  Englifh  navigator,  proud  of  his  difcovery, 
and  lii:le  difpofed  to  render  public  details  which  might  afford 
information  to  thofe  whom  the  facility  of  trade  and  the  abun- 
dance of  furs  might  call  into  this  quarter,  has  lifted  up  the 
veil  only  as  much  as  was  neeeffary  for  fecuring  to  himfelf  the 
honour  of  the  difcovery.  He  ftaid  long  enough  in  the  channel 
to  have  had  time  to  draw  at  leall  a  rough  plan  ;  but,  no 
doubt,  he  has  thought  it  prudent  to  keep  it  to  himfelf,  and 
he  does  not  make  up  for  the  want  of  k  by  what  he  fays  in  his 

journal. 
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The  coafl:  îs,  în  general,  bold,  and  bordered 
with  blocks  of  rock,  which  appear  to  have  been 
feparated  from  the  neighbouring  mafs  by  fome  an- 
cient convulfion".  Thefe  blocks  are  heaps  of  flinty 
ftones  cemented  together  by  a  petrifying  gluten  : 
the  flints  which  compofe  them  are  of  different  fpe- 


joiirnal.  In  faft,  it  may  have  been  feen  that  when  he  fpeaks 
of  a  coaft  he  never  indicates  whether  it  is  to  the  northward  or 
fouthward  of  the  Channel  ;  and  when  he  gives  an  account  of 
the  proceedings  of  his  boat,  the  reader  is  always  ignorant 
v/hether  fhe  fxeers  to  the  fouthv/ard  or  northward.  I  am  of 
opinion,  however,  that  the  coaft  of  Tartanee  is  the  northern 
coaft  of  the  Channel,  the  part  which  the  French  have  called 
rijle  du  Nord,  the  NortJj  Ifland,  becaufe  Douglas  fays  that  at 
his  firft  anchorage,  he  had  an  ifland  between  the  Jli'ip  and  th^ 
'alliage  of  Tartanee  ;  now,  all  the  iflands  of  the  Channel,  as  is  feen 
on  the  plan  of  the  French,  are  in  the  vicinity  of  the  north 
coaft  :  and  fmce  the  iflands  are  to  the  north,  the  land  which 
was  beyond,  with  refpe6l  to  his  fhip,  was  therefore  alfo  to  the 
northward.  I  further  obferve,  that  he  indicates,  in  a  bearing, 
the  large  wooden  Jîahies  of  Tartanee,  and  we  know,  by  the 
journals  of  the  French,  that  thefe  ftatues  belong  to  the  habi/- 
tations  of  the  north  coaft,  and  that  thofe  on  the  fouth  coaft 
have  none. 

The  obfervations  made  on  board  of  the  Solide  have  placed 
the  middle  of  the  entrance  of  Cloah  Bay  in  latitude  54^"  io'> 
which  gives  54"  9'  for  the  middle  of  the  weft  mouth  of 
Cox^s  Channel:  Captain  Douglas  fays  that  this  latitude  is  54^ 
iB',  is  there  an  error  in  the  figures?  As  for  the  longitude, 
that  of  Douglas  is  135^  14'  weft  from  Paris,  that  on  the  plan  of 
the  French,  135^  58'. 

Dixon' ^  chart  (as  has  been  already  feen  in  page  263)  places 
the  middle  of  the  weft  entrance  of  Cloak  "Bay,  in  latitude 
54^  12',  and  longitude  133?  20'  weft  from  Greeniulch,  or  135^ 
40'  weft  from  Paris* 

9  cies  ; 
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cies;  in  thefe,  filex  prevails;  here  too  are  diftin- 
guifhed  living  rock  of  feveral  grains  :  the  mod 
common,  which  is  very  compa6l  and  very  hard, 
is  of  a  dark  iron  gray  ;  and  that  which  appeared 
to  hold  the  fécond  rank,  is  grayifli  and  not  fo  hard 
as  the  former 

The  foil,  on  both  the  coafls  of  the  Channel 
and  the  Bay,  appears  to  be  only  a  compofition  of 
the  remains  of  plants  and  rocks,  and  to  have  no 
great  depth.  Although  the  dews  are  very  copious 
during  the  night,  it  is  more  dry  than  that  of 
TcHiNKiTÂNAY,  and  it  may  be  prefunied  that  the 
climate  of  the  iflands  is  much  more  rainy  than  that 
of  the  coafl:  of  the  continent  under  the  fame 
parallels  ;  it  announces  itfelf  too  as  more  temperate  : 
Reaumur's  thermometer,  during  the  ftay  which 
the  French  made  there,  never  fell  lower  than 
twelve  degrees  |, 

The  trees  on  the  back  of  the  hills  are  of  a  toler- 
ably handfome  growth  ;  but  thole  on  the  fummit, 
and  thofe  by  the  fea-fide,  are,  in  general,  knotty 
and  crooked.  It  may  be  admitted  as  a  well- 
founded  probability^  that  thefe  iflands  are  liot  ex- 
pofed  to  violent  hurricanes,  when  we  fee  fucb  very 
lofty  trees,  whofe  roots,  entirely  expofed,  are 
fcarcely  implanted  in  the  clefts  of  the  rocks  ;  and 
others  which,  dried  by  time,  remain  dead  yet  eredt^ 


•  Obfervations  of  Robkt, 
VOL.  I.  FF 


without 
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without  being  broken  and  thrown  down  by  the 
winds  *. 

The  frefh  water  here  is  very  light  and  of  a  good 
quality  ;  but,  as  at  TchinkitAnay,  it  is  impreg- 
nated with  extrr.6live  particles  of  the  trees  and 
plants  which  it  diflblves  in  its  courfe,  and  which 
give  it  a  reddifh  tintf.  A  fmall  ftream  where 
water  may  be  filled,  is  to  be  found  on  the  coaft 
of  the  North  ifland  of  the  Strait,  in  the  cove 
which  is  fituated  to  the  northward  of  the  north- 
wefl  point  of  the  ifland  of  the  channel  J. 

Our  voyagers  had  not  time  to  ftudy  minutely  the 
productions  of  the  country  ;  they  merely  were  ena- 
bled to  judge  that,  in  general,  they  are  the  f^me  as 
on  the  coafl:  of  Tchinkitânay. 

The  fea  abounds  with  fifh  in  Cloak  Bay,  and 
efpecially  in  Cox's  Channel.  The  cove  whither  the 
French  retired  to  pafs  the  night,  furnifhed  them 
with  excellent  mufcles,  and  in  fufficient  abundance 
to  exempt  them  from  lofing  time  in  fiihing  j  how- 
ever, they  procured,  with  much  facility,  a  fome- 
what  confiderable  quantity  of  very  good  rock-fifh. 

The  rocks  which  are  at  the  bottom  of  the  water 
there  produce,  as  on  the  greater  part  of  the 
NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  AMERICA,  fsa-lecks,  and 
diiFerent  fpecies  of  the  tdll  fucus  which  has  already 

*  Obfervations  of  Rohkt.  f  Ibid, 

J  This  cove  might  be  Davglas^s  Beal  Harbour^  in  which  he 
had  the  ftatues  of  Tartanee  bearing  eaft  fouth-eaft  half  eaft  ; 
Hut  tlie  fpace  for  anchoring  is  there  very  confined. 

4  been 
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been  mentioned.  Whales  come  and  blow  at  the 
opening  of  Cloak  Bay  ;  feals  play  throughout 
its  whole  circumference  ;  but  they  feem,  from 
preference,  to  frequent  the  borders  of  Cox's 
Channel. 

Birds  are  very  numerous  5  but  our  voyagers  had 
not  an  opportunity  of  examining  all  the  fpecies  of 
them  :  they  only  diftinguilhed  among  the  fearfowl, 
the  gull,  the  diver,  the  wild  duck,  and  a  bird  almofl 
black,  with  a  long  neck  and  palmated  feet.  JBirds 
of  this  laft-mentioned  fpecies,  heavy  and  like  the 
cormorant  of  which  they  appear  to  have  the  habits, 
alTemble  in  numerous  flights  on  the  edge  of  the 
rocks;  they  have  fome  difficulty  to  quit  them  when 
a  perfon  approaches  ;  and  as  foon  as  he  is  gone 
away,  they  regain  their  former  retreat  :  this  bird 
would  be  taken  for  a  real  cormorant,  if  its  flefh  had 
not  the  tafte  of  that  of  the  duck,  whereas  it  is  well 
known  that  the  flefli  of  the  cormorant  of  Eu- 
rope and  of  other  countries,  has  a  very  difagreeable 
flavour.  The  land-birds  which  were  feen,  are  the 
eagle,  the  vulture,  the  fparrow-hawk,  the  raven, 
the  gray  heron  of  the  largefl:  fpecies,  with  fparrows, 
and  other  fmall  birds  to  which  opr  navigator^  wçr^ 
not  able  to  apply  a  name. 

The  only  quadruped  that  they  perceived,  is  the 
domeftic  dog  ;  it  is,  as  at  Tchinkitanay,  of  th^ 
race  of  our  fhepherd's  dog.  The  French  had  m 
knowledge  of  the  other  animais  only  by  their  Ikins 
which  they  procured  by  traffic. 

F  a  It 
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It  is  difficult  to  form  an  idea  of  the  population 
of  Cloak  Bay  and  of  the  country  bordering  on 
Cox's  Channel.  The  natives  diiïeminated  on  this 
part  of  the  coafl:  feem  to  form  but  one  tribe,  com- 
pofed  of  feveral  families,  each  of  which  has  its 
particular  chief:  the  greated  number  of  individuals 
that  the  French  faw  affembled  at  once  in  the  cove 
where  the  market  was  held,  never  amounted  to 
more  than  two  hundred  of  all  ages  and  of  both 
fexes  ;  but  it  was  remarked  that  the  greater  part 
of  thofe  who  had  been  feen  on  the  23d  of  the 
month,  at  the  time  of  Captain  Chanal's  firft  ex- 
amination of  the  weft  mouth  of  the  bay,  had  not 
made  their  appearance  at  the  market;  it  muft  be 
fuppofed  that  thofe  who  had  no  furs  to  exchange, 
had  not  repaired  thither  ;  that  fome  were  employed 
in  hunting,  others  in  fifliing,  or  otherwife  ;  thus, 
including  the  coafts  of  the  bay,  the  portion  of  the 
coaft  of  the  large  ifland,  which,  on  the  fouth  fide, 
forms  the  Bay  and  the  Strait,  and  extends  two  or 
three  leagues  farther  to  the  eaftward,  the  whole 
population  of  this  quarter  may,  at  the  higheft,  be 
eftimated  at  four  hundred  individuals. 

The  ftature  of  the  natives  who  inhabit  the  en- 
(  virons  of  the  Bay  and  of  the  Channel,  differs  not 
materially  from  that  of  Europeans  :  they  are  better 
proportioned,  better  formed  than  the  Tchinkitanay- 
ans,  and  have  not  that  gloomy  and  wild  look  which 
charaderizes  the  face  of  the  latter.  Their  features 
are  regular,* and  their  countenance  is  nearly  that  of 

the 
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the  nations  of  Europe.  Their  fkin  appears 
brown  ;  but  if  they  were  cleanfed  of  their  dirt, 
and  expofed  themfelves  lefs  to  the  open  air  and 
the  inclemency  of  the  feafons,  their  colour  would 
not  differ  from  ours  ;  indeed  there  were  remarked 
feveral,' on  whom,  no  doubt,  thefe  caufes  have 
operated  lefs,  whpfe  complexion  is  lefs  fwarthy 
than  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  our  country-places. 
Their  fine  black  hair,  which  many  cut  round,  is 
not,  like  that  of  the  nations  of  Tchinkitanay, 
covered  with  ochre,  down  of  birds,  and  all  the 
filth  that  negligence  fuffers  to  be  there  colleded. 
Their  eyes  are  large  and  lively  ;  while,  on  the  con- 
trary, thofe  of  the  Tchinkitanayans  are  fmall,  dull, 
and  watery.  They  like  wife  differ  from  this  latter 
people,  by  their  not  fmearing  their  face  with  red 
and  black  :  our  voyagers  perceived  only  two  in- 
dividuals who  had  their  face  painted,  and  perhaps 
thofe  belonged  originally  to  fome  other  tribe 
They  are  not  entirely  free  from  vermin,  for  thefe 
fwarmed  in  the  old  cloaks  which  were  received 
from  them  ;  but  at  lead  they  do  not  make  a  treat 
of  them:  yet  we  fhall  find  them  very  dirty  if  we 
compare  them  to  the  Sybarites  of  the  Mendoça 
lllands.    Surgeon  Roblet  is  of  opinion  that  their 

•  On  this  point  Surgeon  Rohlct  differs  from  Captain  Châ- 
tiai ;  he  fays  that  the  men  of  Cloak  Bay,  h'ke  thofe  of  Tchinhita, 
nay,  paint  themfelves  red  and  black  indifferently,  much  mgre 
than  the  women.  The  Editor  of  Z)i3cro«'s  Journal,  who  fpeaks 
a  great  deal  of  furs,  has  ncgleded  to  fpeak  of  the  men. 
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extreme  want  of  çleanlinefs  rnufl  be  attributed  to 
the  fcabs  and  purulent  pimples  "With  which  the 
greater  part  of  the  men,  women^  and  children  are 
covered.  Several  among  them  have  the  face 
deeply,  marked  with  the  fmall-pox  ;  but  it  is  not 
known  whether  this  diforder  be  peculiar  to  thefe 
iflands,  or  whether,  as  may  be  fuppofed,  they  owe  it 
to  their  communication  with  the  Europeans,  which 
feems  to  me  likely  to  be  much  more  ancient  than 
we  think  **  Surgeon  Roblet  fays  that  he  cannot 
affirm  whether  the  diforder  of  the  fame  name,  but 
fo  different  in  its  caufe  and  effeds,  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  opinion  generally  received,  America 
gave  to  Europe,  be  known  among  thefe  ifianders  î 
it  is  probable  that  the  Englifh  are,  in  this  refped, 
better  informed  than  ourfelves.  It  was  not  re- 
marked that  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  iflands  had 
the  body  tattooed  ;  but  there  are  feen  on  their  breaft 
the  fears  which  they  themfelves  make,  as  well  as 
Surgeon  Roblst  could  comprehend  them,  either 
in  illneffes  or  in  great  affligions  \  "  but,"  fays  hej 

*  It  is  difficult  to  perfuade  ourfelves  that  iflandj;  of  a  con- 
fiderable  extent  which  are  feparated  from  the  continent  only 
by  a  channel  that  is  not  more  than  twenty  leagues  in  its 
greateft.  breadth,  and  not  more  than  ten  at  its  northern  ex- 
tremity, where  thefe  iflands  muft  be  feen  from  the  mainland, 
it  is,  I  fay,  difficult  to  believe  that  they  have  not  been  known 
to  the  Spaniards  long  before  Peroufe,  in  1786,  had  made 
the  firft  difcovery  of  them  ;  but  what  is  more  probable  is 
that  the  nation  which  poifefTes  Mexico  and  Peru,  was  not 
anxious  to  make  thefe  iflands  known,  and  would  wifli,  no  doubt, 
that  we  were  ilill  ignorant  of  their  exigence. 

in 
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in  his  obfervations,  "  what  furprifed  me,  was  in 
the  great  number  of  individuals  whom  I  ex- 
"  amined,  Ifaw  very  few,  thirty  years  of  age  and 
"  upwards,  who  had  fears  ;  whereas  thofe  who 
"  are  younger,  and  children,  almoft  all  have  fome. 
"  This  difference  between  individuals  of  different 
"  ages,"  adds  he,  "  would  feem  to  indicate  that 
"  this  cuftom  is  not  ancient  among  them  ;  that  at 
"  leafl  it  is  not  general  ;  and  that  perhaps  whole 
generations  pafs  away  without  having  found  oc- 
"  cafion  to  fcarify  themfelves  in  fo  cruel  a  manner." 

It  is  not  known  what  was,  previous  to  their  in- 
tercourfe  with  Europeans,  the  primitive  drefs,  the 
pecuhar  coftume  of  thefe  iflanders;  the  Engli{h 
who  had  a  communication  with  them  before  we 
knew  them,  have  not  thought  fit  to  give  us  a 
defcription  of  it  :  we  fee  only  that  thefe  Americans 
have  fubftituted  to  the  fur  cloaks,  in  which  they 
at  this  day  trade,  and  with  which,  no  doubt,  they 
formerly  covered  themfelves,  the  jackets,  great 
coats,  trowfers,  and  other  garments  in  ufe  in  our 
countries  ;  fome  even  wear  a  hat,  ftockings,  and 
flioes  ;  and  thofe  who  were  clothed  completely  in 
the  European  fafhion,  would  not  appear  in  the 
midft  of  our  cities,  either  as  favages,  or  even  fo- 
reigners.   However  they  do  not  lay  afide  the  orna- 
ments with  which  the  people  of  the  north-west 
coaft:  of  America  are  accuftomed  to  deck  them- 
felves; they  wear  ear-pendants,  and  necklaces  of 
glafs-beads  or  of  plaited  brafs  wire,  like  thofe  of  the 
F  F  4  Tchin- 


44Ô  marchand's  voyage.      [Auguft  17^1* 

Tchinkitanavans  ;  and  the  cuftom  is  common  to 
both  fexes.  Thofe  who  have  not  yet  adopted  the 
European  head-drefs,  have  a  hat  of  plaited  ruflies, 
in  the  fotm  of  a  truncated  cone,  widened  and  a 
little  turned  up  at  its  bafe. 

The  women  of  Cloak  Bay  are  lefs  ugly  than 
thofe  of  TcHiNKitANAY  ;  but,  without  being  ap. 
prehenfive  of  palTingfor  overnice,  we  may  fay  that> 
in  general,  they  are  flill  far  from  being  pretty* 
However,  they  are  fair;  their  features  have  no- 
thing harfh  nor  forbidding,  but  moft  of  them  are 
dirty  to  an  excefs.  They  wear  their  hair  its  full 
length.  Their  garments  confift  of  fkins  of  animals 
coarfely  tanned,  which  they  never  wafh,  and  the 
odour  of  which  is  perceivable  at  a  diftance.  Some 
wear  pieces  of  bear-fkin  with  the  hair,  ufually 
faftened  with  a  firing  which  they  tie  under  the 
chin,  but  open,  when,  happening  to  be  near  an 
European,  ihey  wifli  to  attract  his  attention  *. 

They  add  to  a  natural  uglinefs,  by  the  ufe  of 
that  ornament,  no  lefs  whimfical  than  difgufting, 
which  is  enchafed  in  the  under  lip,  and  the  de- 
fcription  of  which  has,  doubtlefs,  not  been  for- 
gotten* This  trinket  of  which  they  are  fo  proud, 
has  ftill  greater  dimenfions  than  that  of  the  Tchin- 
kitanayans  ;  and  its  fize  is  in  like  manner  propor- 
tionable to  age,  and  follows  the  progrefs  of  it. 
The  Editor  of  Dixon's  voyage  fays  that  "  one  of 
"  thefe  lip-pieces  appearing  to  be  peculiarly  orna- 

*  Obfervations  of  Rohkt, 

"  mentedj 
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"  mented,  Captain  Dixon  wifhed  to  purchafe  it, 
"  and  offered  the  old  woman  to  whom  it  belong- 
"  ed  a  hatchet  ;   but  this  flie  refufed  with  con^ 
"  tempt  ;  toees,  bafons,  and  feveral  other  articles, 
^'  were  afterwards  (hewn  to  her,  and  as  conftantly 
rejeded.    Our  Captain  began  now  to  defpair  of 
making  his  wiflied-for  purchafe,  and  had  nearly 
given  it  up,  when  one  of  our  people  happening 
to  (hew  the  old  lady  a  few  buttons,  which  looked 
"  remarkably  bright,  flie  eagerly  embraced  the 
"  offer,  and  was  now  altogether  as  ready  to  part 
"  with  her  wooden  ornament,  as  before  fhe  was 
"  defirous  of  keeping  it.    This  curious  lip-piece 
"  meafured  three  and  feven-eighth  (Englifh)  inches 
"  long,  and  two  and  five-eighth  inches  in  the 
"  wideft  part  :  it  was  inlaid  v/ith  a  fmall  pearly 

{hell,  round  which  was  a  rim  of  copper 
Captain  Dixon  has  depofited  it  in  the  cabinet  of 
curiofities  belonging  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  Pre- 
fident  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London,  and  given 
a  drawing  of  it  of  the  natural  fize  in  the  account 
of  his  voyage  f.  Whatever  fancy  our  women  may 
have  for  foreign  ornaments,  however  felicitous 
they  may  be  to  make  confideration  and  refpedt  fuc- 
ceed  to  the  empire  of  youth  and  gracefulnefs,  we 
may  doubt  whether  they  will  ever  adopt  the  lip- 
piece,  which,  when  it  has  attained  the  greateft 
poffible  dimen fions,  without  encroaching  on  the 
ears,  confoles  the  American  women  for  the  lofs  of 


*  Dixou^s  V oyagCy  page  208.        f  Ibid. 
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their  attradions,  and  feems  to  them  fufEcient,  in 
all  eyes  as  well  as  their  own, 

Pour  réparer  des  ans  l'irréparable  outrage 

Racinf/s  J t halte* 

The  young  Anierican  females,  who  do  not  afpire 
to  this  excefs  of  honour,  would  not  be  deilitute  of 
charms,  if,  in  general,  a  difgufling  filthinefs  did  not 
render  thetn  inacceffibîe  ;  on  approaching  them, 
the  olfad:ory  organs  experience  a  mod  unpleafant 
fenfation,  which  apprizes  the  ftranger  to  go  no  far- 
ther. It  appears,  however,  from  the  teflimony  of 
Surgeon  Roelet,  that  the  communication  with 
Europeans  had  ah  eady  produced  rather  remarkable 
changes,  both  in  their  toilet,  and  in  their  cufloms. 
They  carefully  comb  their  fine  locks  ;  they  fre- 
quently waOi  themfeives,  and  fuffer  on  their  body 
no  hair  on  any  other  part  than  the  head.  When 
their  cheeks  are  cleaned  and  dripped  of  the  coat 
which  is  foreign  to  them,  their  natural  bloom  is 
difcovered  :  it  is  not  rofes  fcartered  on  lilies,  but 
flill  it  is  rofes  ;  and  eyes  which,  for  a  long  time 
pad,  were  faddened  by  the  colour  of  night  fpread 
over  the  dark  faces  of  the  American  women  of  the 
coad,  dwelt  with  pieafure  on  the  colour  of  youth. 
The  French  began  to  find  them  padable  ;  and  we 
imagine  that  they  ended  by  finding  them  pretty. 
The  men  and  the  old  women  who  offered  young 
girls  as  articles  of  trade,  took  great  care  to  point 


*  To  repair  the  irremediable  havock  of  time. 
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out  that  they  did  not  wear  the  American  orna- 
ment which  had  appeared  to  difpîeafe  ftrangers, 
and  that  in  their  Hp  there  was  no  incifion.  The 
countenance  of  thefe  young  victims  was  decent, 
their  look  timid  ;  and  they  announced,  by  their 
embarraffinent,  that  it  was  without  their  conlent 
that  an  offer  was  made  of  their  perfons  *. 

The  natives  of  this  northern  part  of  Queen 
Charlotte's  Iflands,  appear  endowed  with  a  fu- 
perior  degree  of  intelligence  :  an  opinion  may  have 
been  already  formed  of  this  from  the  folidity  and 
arrangement  of  their  habitations  ;  and  the  make  of 
their  canoes  v/hich  are  no  lefs  fubllantially  con- 
ftru(îîled  than  fkilfully  wrought,  is  another  proof 
of  their  fpirit  of  invention  and  induftry.  To 
thefe  qualities,  they  add  forefight:  their  canoes, 
when  they  are  not  employed  afloat,  are  care- 
fully placed  under  flieds,  and  fom.L-times  dravvn 
into  the  habitation.  Their  weapons  for  hunting 
and  their  implements  for  fiflnng,  liirle  different 
from  thofe  of  the  Tchinkitanayans,  befpeak  pains 
in  the  execution.  They  ftill  employ  the  paddle 
to  move  their  canoes  ;  but  they  have  already  dif- 
covered  the  utility  of  the  fail,  and  they  have  been 
feen,  with  the  wind  aft,  to  fpread  a  blanket  for 

*  "  It  is  eafy  to  fee,"  fays  Surgeon  Roblet,  "  that  they 
"  yield  to  the  avarice  of  their  parents  and  to  intereft,  rather 
"  than  to  their  tafte  or  their  conftitution."  To  judge  of 
them  by  the  details  into  which  he  enters,  they  are  ftatues  as  in- 
animate as  the  ftatues  of  the  portals. 

performing 


444  MARCHANDAS  VOYAGE.       [Auguft  tjgli 

performing  the  fame  office  ;  as  they  have  a  fpirit 
of  imitation,  we  may  prefume  that  it  will  not  be 
long  before  they  improve  among  them  the  art  of 
rigging  and  working  their  little  veffels. 

Mufic  feems  not  to  be  unknown  to  thefe 
iilanders;  I  am  not  fpeaking  merely  of  that  chant- 
ing, of  that  mufic  in  chorus,  which,  in  fome  cf 
the  tribes  of  the  north-west  coaft  of  America, 
appears  to  be  a  fpecies  of  religious  rite  ;  but  Sur- 
geon RoBLET  mentions  that  he  faw,  in  the  habi- 
tations, fome  of  thofe  flutes  with  feveral  pipes, 
imitating  in  miniature  part  of  an  organ,  known 
among  the  mufical  inftrumenrs  of  the  ancients, 
by  the  name  of  Pan*s  pipe^  and  one  of  the  attri- 
butes of  that  divinity.  He  reckoned  on  fome  of 
thefe  flutes  as  many  as  eleven  pipes  :  does  this 
inflrument  give  more  than  the  whole  gamut,  more 
than  the  complete  fyfteni  of  feven  tones  and  the 
oclave  ?  Or,  what  would  be  more  aflonifiiing,  is 
there  but  one  gamut  with  the  half  tones  neceffary 
for  varying  modulation  ? 

He  alfo  prefumes  that  thefe  iflanders  mull:  have 
been,  or  at  lead  that  they  were  formerly,  acquaint- 
ed with  an  inflrument  of  another  kind,  fimiîar 
to  a  harp  J  and  he  grounds  his  opinion  on  a 
carved  figure,  which  he  examined,  having  its  hands 
placed  on  an  indrument  of  this  foît.  We  mufl  be 
furprifed,  no  doubt,  to  find  the  harp  known  on 
the  NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  A  AIE  RICA.  All  inflru- 
ment fo  complicated  as  that  which  is  compofed  of 

an 
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an  aflemblage  of  fonorous  boxes,  to  which  are 
fixed,  by  moveable  pegs,  feveral  firings  more  or 
lefs  flretched  in  order  to  form  a  fcale  of  founds 
graduated  according  to  a  harmonic  progrefiion, 
implies  the  union  of  various  branches  of  know- 
ledge which  belong  not  to  a  half-favage  people.  If 
any  thmg  could  authorize  the  fuppofition  that  this 
inftrument  may  have  pafled  from  the  Old  Conti- 
nent to  the  New,  it  would  be  its  antiquity,  which 
is  loft  in  the  darknefs  that  envelops  the  early  times 
of  the  Hiftory  of  Egypt,  the  mother  of  the  arts. 
In  fa6l,  we  read  in  the  Travels  of  James  Bruce  io 
dif cover  the  Source  of  the  Nile  *,  that,  on  vifiting 
the  ruins  of  Thebes  t  with  its  hundred  gates,  the 
wonders  of  which  the  mufe  of  Homer  has  fo  much 
ampUfied,  he  found,  in  the  fepulchres  or  vaults  of 
that  city,  paintings  in  frefco  in  good  prefervation, 
reprefenting  muficians,  whofe  harps,  mounted  with 
thirteen  or  eighteen  ftrings,  are  fix  feet  or  feven 
feet  and  a  half  high,  and  decorated  with  incrufta- 
tions  and  fculpture  of  the  beft  kind.  Mr.  Bruce 
conjeclures  that  thefe  pi61:ures  were  painted  in  a 
time  which  anfwers  to  the  reign  of  Solomon  \  ; 

*  See  Travels  to  difcover  the  Source  of  the  Nile.  London,  fyyp. 
In  4to.  vol.  i.   p.  128  and  following. 

f  Mr.  Bruce  fays  that  the  fite  where  Thebes  ftood  is  inclofed 
by  a  hundred  infulated  mountains,  which  leave  between  them 
a  like  number  of  gorges  or  defiles  :  this  topographical  defcrip- 
tion  may  explain  the  fable  of  the  hundred  gates. 

X  Bruce,  vo\.  i.  page  132,  (^o/owc?«  afcended  the  throne  1.019 
yçars  before  Chri Pc.  ) 

they 


446  marchand's  voyage.      [Auguft  1791, 

they  would  then  have  twenty-eight  centuries  of  an- 
tiquity ;  and  on  confidering  to  what  degree  of  im- 
provement the  harp  had  been  carried  at  that  period, 
we  may  conclude  that  the  firfl  invention  of  this  in* 
llrument,  among  the  Egyptians,  is  much  prior  to 
the  pictures  of  the  fepulchres  of  Thebes,  in  which 
it  is  found  reprefented  in  its  ftate  of  perfedion.  It 
would  not  therefore  be  centuries  that  have  been 
wanting,  in  order  that  the  harp,  invented  in  Egypt, 
might,  from  nation  to  nation,  have  reached  the 
extremity  of  Asia,  and  thence  be  carried  to  Ame- 
rica by  the  emigrant  Tartars  ;  but  it  mud  be 
admitted  that,  to  pafs  from  Egypt  to  Queei^ 
Charlotte^s  Iflands,  this  inftrument,  which  is 
not  very  portable,  would  have  had  a  great  many 
countries  to  traveife. 

Surgeon  RoBLET  remarked  that  the  natives  of 
Cloak  Bay  have  a  fort  of  paffion  for  gaming. 
They  are  feen  carrying  every  where  with  them, 
thirty  fmall  flicks,  three  or  four  inches  in  length 
by  about  four  lines  in  diameter  *,  with  which  they 
make  a  party,  one  againft  one,  in  the  following 
manner.  Among  the  flicks,  there  is  one  diflin- 
guifbed  from  all  the  others  by  a  black  circle  : 
one  of  the  players  takes  this  fmgle  flick,  joins  to 

*  Thefe  little  fticks  "are  very  nicely  wrought,  perfeAiy 
round  and  of  a  beautiful  polifh  :  the  wood  of  which  they  arç 
made,  appears  to  be  a  fpecies  of  wild  plum-tree  j  it  is  hard  and 
coBnpad,  although  very  h'ght, 

it 
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it  another  taken  from  among  the  twenty-nine  com^ 
mon  ones,  mixes  the  two  together  without  feeing 
them,  and  then  places  them  feparately  under  a 
bit  of  cloth  :  that  which  the  adverfary  choofes^ 
merely  by  p(»inting  it  out,  is  mixed,  without  look- 
ing at  it,  with  all  the  others,  and  the  adverfary 
wins  or  lofes,  if  the  ftick  confounded  in  the  mafs, 
in  cafe  it  happens  to  be  the  only  flick,  is  a  {horter 
or  longer  time  in  coming  out,    I  admit  that  I  do 
not  fee  the  finelTe  of  this  game  ;  perhaps  it  is  ill 
explained  becaufe  it  has  been  ill  underftood.  I 
prefume,  however,  that  it  may  be  fufceptible  of 
various  combinations  which  muft  have  efcaped  an 
obferver  who  does  not  underftand  the  language 
fpoken  by  the  players.    I  judge  fo  from  an  alTort^ 
ment  of  thefe  fmall  flicks  which  Captain  Chanal 
procured  and  brought  to  France.    On  examin*. 
ing  them,  are  feen  traced  on  fome,  towards  the 
middle  of  their  length,  three  black  parallel  circles  ; 
on  others,  the  three  circles,  brought  clofe  to  each 
other,  occupy  one  of  the  extremities  :  other  flicks 
bear  two,  four,  five,  fix,  or  feven  black  circles, 
.  diftributed  lengthwife,  at  unequal  diflances  :  and 
it  may  be  conceived  that  thefe  varieties  in  the 
number  and  difpofition  of  the  circles  which  diflin- 
guifh  one  flick  from  the  others,  may  produce  fe- 
veral  in  the  combinations.    Be  this  as  it  may,  the 
time  and  attention  which  the  natives  of  Cloak  Bay 
give  to  this,  gajne,  provç  that  it  has,  for  them,  a 

great 
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great  attra6lion,  and  that  it  warmly  excites  their 
intereft  *. 

Thefe  Americans  difplay  a  fociable  difpofition 
with  mild  manners,  and  they  feem  exempt  from 
miltruft  ;  for  though  the  French  always  appeared 
armed,  and  though  the  murderous  efFeft  of  a 
mufket  is  well  known  in  thefe  iflands,  the  inha- 

*  The  EngUfh,  m  Dixonh  Voyage,  had  made  the  fame 
obfervation,  relatively  to  the  pafiion  which  the  Americana  of 
the  North-nvejl  coaft  have  for  gaming. 

"  Although  thefe  poor  favages  are  in  their  general  manners 
"  truly  in  a  Hate  of  uncultivated  barbarifrn,  yet  in  one  inftance 
**  they  can  boaft  of  a  refinement  equal  to  that  of  ijiore  polite 

nations,  and  that  is  gaming^  which  is  carried  on  here  to  as 

great  a  pitch  (comparatively  fpeaking)  as  at  any  of  our 
**  moderate  fafhionable  clubs.  The  only  gaming  implements 
♦*  I  faw,  were  fifty-two  fmall  round  bits  of  wood,  about  th^ 
♦«  fize  of  your  middle  finger,  and  differently  marked  with  red 
**  paint."  The  Editor  is  here  fpeaking  of  the  game  that 
is  in  vogue  at  Port  Mulgrave  which  Dixon  difcovered  ;  and,  as 
it  is  feen,  it  bears  the  greated  refemblance  to'  that  which  is 
played  at  ^lecn  Charlotte's,  Iflands. 

"  A  game  is  played  by  two  perfons  with  thefe  pieces  of 

wood,  and  cliiefly  confifts  in  placing  them  in  a  variety  of 
**  pofitions,  but  I  am  unable  to  defcribe  it  minutely.  The 

man  whom  I  before  mentioned  our  having  on  board  at 

Port  Mulgrave,  loft  a  knife,  a  fpeai%  and  feveral  toees  at 
**  this  game  iivlefs  than  an  hour  :  though  this  lofs  was  at  leaft 
<«  equal  to  an  EngHfh  gamefter  lofing  his  eftate,  yet  the  poor 

fellow  bore  his  ill  fortune  with  great  patience  and  equani- 
*'  mity  of  temper."    [Dlxon^s  Voyage,  i^^gç.  245.) 

This  conformity  between  the  game  in  ufe  at  Port  Muîgrave 
and  that  of  ^leen  Charlotte  Iflands,  indicates  that  there  may 
be,  and  that  there,  no  doubt,  ftill  is  a  communication  eftablifiied 
between  the  iflands  and  the  coaft  of  the  continent. 

bitant 
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bîtants  never  prefented  themfelves  with  arms  ;  and 
the  ferenity  of  their  looks  manifefted  their  confi- 
dence. This  fecurity  on  their  part  is  a  teftimony 
in  favour  of  the  Europeans  who  had  formerly  vi- 
ûted  them  :  it  proves  that,  towards  thefe  iflanders, 
they  neither  have  aâ:ed  with  .  violence  nor  in* 
juftice. 

Let  us  dwell  a  moment  on  this  confoling  idea, 
that  there  is  ftill  fome  portion  of  that  vaft:  Ame- 
rica whither  the  greedy  conqueror  has  not  carried 
defolation  and  death,  that  there  is  fome  portion 
where  the  American,  ftill  free,  will  not  have  to 
curfe  the  day  that  he  knev/  us,  but  will  be  made 
fenfible  that  the  men  of  the  Old  World  are  his 
brothers. - 

The  natives  of  the  environs  of  Cloak  Bay  are 
not  carelefs  in  bufmefs  ;  they  examine  every  thing 
with  attention  and  intelligence,  and  never  deter- 
mine till  after  mature  deliberation  j  but  they  are 
faithful  in  their  bargains.  Does  not  their  flownefs 
to  conclude  them,  which  may  be  partly  owing  to 
their  difpofition,  alfo  arife  from  their  having  been 
cheated  in  the  firft  exchanges  which  the  Eu- 
ropeans have  made  with  them  ?  We  read  in  the 
voyage  of  Dixon,  who  appears  to  be  the  firfl:  who 
traded  with  thefe  people,  that  the  iflanders  threw 
their  furs  into  the  boats  and  into  the  (hip  of  the 
Englifh,  without  any  precaution,  without  coming, 
to  terms,  and  that  they  waited  patiently  till  their 
value  was  tranfmitted  to  them  at  the  pleafure  of 
VOL.  I .  G  G  the 
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the  purchafer.  Have  the  Europeans  made  a  fuit-, 
able  return  to  this  blind  confidence  on  the  part  of 
the  Americans,  this  negledl  of  their  interefl  ? 
Have  not  the  latter  more  than  once  had  occa- 
fion  to  find  that  the  articles  that  were  delivered 
to  them  in  exchange  for  the  furs  of  which  they 
ftripped  themfelves,  had  not  all  an  equal  degree 
of  goodnefs  ?  Have  the  Europeans  no  reproach 
to  make  ihem.felves  ?  Have  they  never  endea- 
voured to  take  an  unfair  advantage  of  the  igno- 
rance which  they  fuppofed  in  the  Americans  ? 
Have  they,  in  the  beginning,  aded  with  the  ho- 
nefty,  the  fmcerity  which  ought  to  be  the  bafis  of 
trade,  efpecially  of  barter,  and  which  is  not  al- 
ways the  bafis  of  tranfaâions  between  Eu- 
ropeans? In  fhort,  will  they  not  deceive  them 
ftill,  when  they  imagine  that  they  can  do  fo  with 
fafety  ?  It  cannot  be  forgotten  that,  in  the 
American  war,  the  Americans  of  the  United 
States  have  not,  in  point  of  trade,  always  had 
reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  fmcerity  of  the 
friends  and  allies  in  whofe  dependence  their  fepa- 
ration  from  the  mother-country,  had  accidentally 
placed  them,  for  wants  of  the  firfl  necefîity. 

But  the  difficulties  that  the  iflanders  make 
ftrangers  experience  in  traffic,  in  which  they  al- 
ways feem  to  be  on  their  guard,  do  not  recur  in  the 
ordinary  intercourfe  of  life.  Their  manners  are 
polite  and  eafy  ;  their  deportment  has  nothing 
favage  J  they  are  even  exempt  from  that  rough- 
4  nefs, 
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^  nefs,  from  that  bluntnefs,  with  which,  in  civilized 
countries,  the  man  little  favoured  by  fortune, 
whofe  education  has  not  been  attended  to,  may  too 
frequently  be  reproached.  In  them  is  remarked  ^ 
an  equality  of  manners  that  cannot  be  attributed 
to  equality  of  conditions  which  is  not  known  to 
fubfift,  but  for  which  they  are  partly  indebted  to 
their  communication  with  the  Europeans  who  treat 
them  all  alike. 

The  French  had  feveral  opportunities  of  afcer* 
taining  that  the  natives  of  Cloak  Bay  appreciate 
with  much  juftnefs  all  the  actions  of  ftrangers, 
and  eafily  divine  the  objedl  of  them.  We  fhould 
be  wrong  to  think  that  the  reciprocal  ignorance  of 
language  permits  them  not  to  underftand  each 
other;  by  the  help  of  figns,  as  the  only  inter* 
prêter,  they  perfedly  exprefs  what  they  defire,  and 
ftrangers  make  them  underftand  with  the  fame  fa- 
cility what  they  wifli  them  to  comprehend.  ît  is 
probable  that,  if  trade  continue  to  introduce  among 
them,  with  our  commodities,  the  knowledge  of 
our  manners,  cuftoms,  and  arts,  they  will,  in  a 
little  time,  make  a  rapid  progrels  towards  civil- 
ization. They  prefer  what  is  folid  to  that  which  is 
only  agreeable,  very  different,  in  this  refpecSt,  from 
the  tribes  which  occupy  the  iflands  fcattered  be- 
tween the  tropics  in  the  Great  Ocean,  whofe 
trifling  charader  appreciates  nothing,  for  whom 
Nature  has  done  every  thing,  and  who,  having  no 
wants,  always  prefer  fliowy  glafs-beads,  cloths  of 
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a  glaring  colour,  and  all  our  baubles,  to  whatever 
our  induftry  can  offer  them  that  is  ufeful  or  conve- 
nient. 

The  inhabitants  of  Cloak  Bay  are  very  cir- 
cumfpeél  with  ftrangers,  and  feem  always  to  be 
afraid  of  giving  them  offence.  Does  this  cir- 
cumfpe6tion  arife  from  an  idea  of  their  inferiority, 
or  does  it  belong  to  their  difpofition  ?  It  is  not 
eafy  to  determine  this  queftion  ;  but  what  is  cer- 
tain, is  that  they  employ  a  fort  of  management» 
and  a  great  deal  of  art,  in  making  to  themfelves  a 
merit  of  their  referve  :  they  were  familiar,  but  by 
no  means  troublefome.  Surgeon  Roblet  fays 
that  the  French  could  not  but  be  well  fatisfied  with 
their  difmterefted  readinefs  to  oblige.  They  were 
always  difpofed  to  render  gratuitoufly  every  fer- 
Yice  in  their  power  :  they  frequently  took  him  in 
their  canoes  to  the  places  which  he  wifhed  to 
vifit  :  he  frequently  faw  himfelf  alone  in  the  midft 
of  twelve  or  fifteen  Americans,  remote  from  all 
help  on  the  part  of  the  French,  in  cafe  of  attack 
on  the  part  of  the  natives  :  they  made  no  attempt 
againfl:  him  ;  and  he  afferts  that  it  would  be  un- 
juft  and  ungrateful  towards  men  truly  hofpitable, 
if  he  harboured  the  fmalleft  idea  of  their  having 
had  an  intention  to  avail  themfelves  of  his  folitary 
fituation  and  of  their  ftrength.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  the  petty  theft  of  the  bell,  which  was 
committed  by  the  chief  of  the  diftriâ:  where  the 
■  market  was  eftablifhed,  they  neither  ftole,  nor  en- 
deavoured 
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deavoured  to  fteal.  Not  but  that  the  French  had 
reafon  to  fufpeâ:  that,  they  are  given  to  thieving  : 
the  articles  which  are  difplayed  to  their  view  are 
fo  tempting  !  They  have  fo  much  occafion  for 
them  !  But  as  they  appear  to  confider  well  their 
intereft,  they  have  peiceived  that  it  would  be 
prejudicial  to  it,  to  fall  out  with  ftrangers  ;  and 
what,  perhaps,  they  would  have  impudently  un- 
dertaken  in  the  beginning,  they  no  longer  dare, 
now  they  have  experienced  that  the  adlive  vigil- 
ance  of  the  more  intelligent  clafs  of  men  with 
whom  they  traffic,  will  always  difconcert  their 
beft-combined  enterprifes. 

Thefe  iflanders  underftand  the  laws  of  juftice, 
and  they  give  frequent  proofs  of  kindnefs.  Our 
voyagers  experienced  a  fweet  emotion  when  they 
witneiTed  the  extreme  tendernefs  and  attention  of 
the  mothers  for  their  children  ;  and  their  feelings 
were  interefted  ftill  more,  when  they  faw  the 
hufbands  affift  the  women  in  the  occupation  of 
nurfmg,  and  give  themfelves  up  to  it  with  an 
affiduity,  a  degree  of  good  nature,  which  leave  no 
doubt  refpefting  the  fentiment  that  actuates  them. 
It  may  be  faid  that,  in  this  refped,  thefe  iflanders 
might  be  offered  as  models  to  nations  even  the  mofl 
civilized. 

The  women  vied  with  the  men  in  their  obliging 
officioufnefs  towards  the  French  ;  and  this  offi^ 
cioufnefs  which,  with  them,  was  no  more  than 
their  eagernefs  to  fhew  their  hofpitaUty,  appeared 
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by  no  means  to  excite  the  jealoufy  of  the  hufbands. 
Not  but  that  they  are  much  attached  to  their 
wives  ;  but,  doubtlefs  '  efleeming  them  as  much 
as  they  love  them,  they  think  that  the  latter 
can  appear  amiable,  without  ever  ceafmg  to  be 
virtuous  ;  and  the  vi^omen  prove  that  it  is  pof- 
fible  to  be  virtuous,  and  yet  be  amiable.  But 
here  I  am  fpeaking  only  of  the  virtue  of  the  mar- 
ried women  ;  that  of  the  unmarried  appeared  lefs 
folid.  Indeed,  it  is  not  to  them  that  the  reproach 
of  their  weaknelTes  ought  to  be  addrefled  ;  the 
avarice  of  the  parents  determines  the  firft  flep  to- 
wards vice  ;  and  the  fedu£lion  of  the  Europeans, 
by  ftaggering  virtue  by  prefents,  has  done  the 
reft. 

"  If  we  are  to  judge  of  the  fecundity  of  the 
women,*' fays  Surgeon  Roblet,  "  bythenum- 
ber  of  children  which  we  reckoned  in  the  habi- 
*'  tations,  it  is  aftonifhing  ;  it  always  exceeded 
"  that  of  the  women  and  men  united.'*  With- 
out pretending  to  combat  this  opinion,  I  fhall 
merely  obferve  that  the  children  all  remain  in  the 
houfe  ;  which  muft  make  their  number  appear 
confiderable,  whereas  it  is  probable  that  the  men 
are  partly  employed  out  of  doors,  in  fifhing  or 
hunting. 

Captain  Chanal,  judging  that  a  longer  flay  in 
Cox's  Channel  would  not  add  a  fur  to  the  fmall 
number  of  thofe  which  he  had  already  procured, 
refolved  to  rejoin  the  Ihip,  which  had  kept  Handing 

off 
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off  and  on  abreaft  of  the  mouth  of  Cloak  Bay. 
begot  on  board  on  the  forenoon  of  the  27th. 

Although  this  bay,  exhaufled  by  the  frequent 
vifits  of  the  EngHfh  and  of  the  Americans  of  the 
United  States,  had  ill  anfwered  the  hope  that 
had  been  conceived  of  carrying  on  an  abundant 
trade,  yet  Captain  Marchand  flattered  himfejf 
that  the  more  fouthern  parts  of  the  iflands  from 
Cloak  Bay  down  as  far  as  Rennell's  Strait, 
would  afford  more  fefources  ;  and,  the  very  next 
day,  the  long-boat  was  difpatched  again  under 
the  command  of  Captain  Chanal.  Lieutenant 
Louis  Marchand,  the  Captain's  brother,  the 
lecond  Surgeon  Régnier,  and  a  volunteer,  were 
appointed  to  accompany  him  ;  and  the  boat's  crew 
was  compofed  of  eight  of  the  people.  An  affort- 
ment  of  articles  for  trade  was  put  into  the  boat  5 
and,  to  provide  againil  accidents,  fhe  was  fur- 
nifhed  with  provifions  for  twenty  days.  She  left 
the  fhip  on  the  28th,  at  feven  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  made  fail  towards  the  coaft  of 
which  flie  was  to  make  a  minute  examination  be- 
tween the  two  points  fixed  for  the  limits  of  her 
cruife. 

As  Captain  Dixon,  who  explored  thefe  iflands 
in  1787,  had  touched  at  no  harbour,  and  traded 
rapidly  under  fail  with  the  different  tribes  that  in- 

i habit  the  weftern  fhore,  it  was  out  of  his  power 
,  to  make  it  known  for  the  purpofe  of  navigation  : 
but  the  furvey  which  Captain  Chanal  made  of  it 
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wîth  no  lefs  intelligence  than  correftnefs,  furnifhes 
a  feries  of  failing  diredlions  which  merit  the  greateft 
confidence,  and  will  be  infinitely  ufeful  to  the  navi- 
gators whom  the  fur-trade  may  induce  to  vifit  this 
coaft. 

The  long-boat  landed  in  latitude  53°  47'.  In 
this  parallel,  the  firft  illand  that  prefents  itfelf  to 
the  fouth  fouth-weft  of  Cloak  Bay  bore  from  north 
north-weft  half  north  to  north  half  eaft  at  the 
diftance  of  about  five  miles;  Hippah  ifland,  thus 
named  by  Dixon,  becaufe  he  perceived  on  it  an 
entrenchment  of  palifades  which  refembled  thofe 
that  the  inhabitants  of  New  Zealand  defignate 
by  this  name,  bore  in  the  diftance  fouth  by  eaft  5^ 
eaft  ;  and  the  moft  fouthern  point  of  the  part  of 
the  coaft  which  runs  north  and  fouth,  and  from 
which  the  boat  was  diftant  no  more  than  a 
league,  fouth-eaft  by  fouth  half  fouth.  This 
part  is  of  moderate  elevation,  and  fkirted  by  reefs 
which  render  it  inacceffible. 

Beginning  from  the  fouth  point,  which  is  in 
like  manner  fuirounded  by  rocks  and  illots,  and 
is  terminated  by  a  reef  which  runs  to  the  fouth- 
fouth-weft,  the  coaft  forms  a  great  bight  in  which 
Captain  Chanal  was  in  hopes  of  difcovering  fome 
harbour.  In  running  along  the  north  coaft,  he  at 
firft  perceived  a  fine  beach  which  prefented  an 
eafy  landing,  and  on  which  he  diftinguiftied  fome 
huts  that  feemed  forfaken.  At  the  diftance  of  a 
mile  from  the  ftiore,  the  foundings  were  fometimes 
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a  fandy,  fometimes  a  rocky  bottom,  with  a  vari- 
able depth  from  twelve  to  twenty  fathoms.  He 
fired  a  fwivel  in  order  to  attrad  the  attention 
of  the  inhabitants,  but  none  made  their  ap- 
pearance. 

He  continued  to  range  along  the  north  coaft, 
and,  two  miles  from  the  fouth  point  which  is 
terminated  by  a  reef,  he  difcovered  a  creek  that 
may  be  half  a  league  in  depth  in  the  diredion  of 
north-eaft  half  north  ;  its  breadth  is  three  or  four 
cables'  length,  and  the  bottom  is  throughout  fine 
fand,  with  a  depth  of  water  of  from  twelve  to 
twenty  fathoms;  it  is  terminated  bv  two  fandy 
beaches  ;  and  3,  rivulet  difcharges  itklf  on  the 
fouth  (hore  where  the  long-boat  landed.  No  in- 
habitant was  feen  :  however,  fome  trees  felled  by 
the  hand  of  men,  others  ftripped  of  their  bark,  and 
the  barking  of  dogs  which  was  heard — every  thing 
feemed  to  indicate  that  this  part  is  not  uninhabit- 
ed. But  Captain  Chanal  in  vain  fired  fome 
mufkets  ;  not  one  inhabitant  appeared.  As  he  faw 
no  fign  of  this  creek  having  been  explored  by 
Europeans,  Captain  Chanal  called  it  Crique 
d'Otard,  Otard's  Creek,  from  the  name  of  one 
of  his  friends. 

The  two  points,  which  form  its  mouth,  lie,  with 
refpeâ:  to  each  other,  eafl- fouth  eaft  and  weft- 
north-weil.  At  three  cables'  length  from  the  fouth 
point  is  feen  a  (hoal  above  water  5  and  it  is  proper, 
on  coming  in,  to  borrow  on  the  north  point  a 
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little  more  than  on  the  fouth  point.  This  creek, 
although  open  to  winds  from  the  fouth  and  fouth- 
weft,  neverthelefs  affords  good  anchorage  and 
good  flielter  ;  for  every  where  the  coaft  here  feems 
level,  and  appears  in  no  part  to  have  been  buffet- 
ted  by  the  fea  ;  the  country  which  furrounds  it  is 
of  middling  height;  but,  inland,  the  hills  are 
much  more  lofty  :  in  (hort,  it  was  thought  that  a 
fhip  might  lie  here  in  fafety. 

On  quitting  Otard's  Creek,  Captain  Chanal 
fleered  for  an  opening  which  appeaijed  to  the 
fouth-eaft  half  fouth,  about  four  milel  off.  He 
at  firfl  ranged  along  the  coaft  at  a  fuitable  diftance, 
leaving  on  the  (larboard  hand  a  fmall  ifland  which 
is  terminated  by  a  point  of  low  rocks  on  which 
the  fea  was  breaking  :  the  lead  conftantly  indicated 
a  rocky  bottom  and  a  depth  of  water  of  from  fif- 
teen to  twenty-five  fathoms.  He  perceived  ahead 
of  the  long-boat  a  canoe  with  two  men  who 
paddled  with  all  their  might  to  get  away  :  they 
were  feen  to  land  among  the  rocks  on  the  north 
coaft  ;  and  they  carried  their  canoe  into  the 
woods. 

Captain  Chanal  had  run  a  little  more  than  a 
league,  fince  his  departure  from  Otard's  Creek, 
when  he  found  himfelf  at  the  opening  of  a  chan- 
nel of  moderate  breadth,  into  which  the  long-boat 
entered.  The  bay  or  harbour  to  which  this  chan- 
nel led,  appeared  to  be  of  confiderable  extent  ; 
the  bottom  continued  to  be  rocky,  and  the  depth 
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of  water  varied  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  fa« 
thorns  :  in  proportion  as  he  penetrated  into  the 
channel,  the  fea  gradually  became  fmoother.  But 
night,  which  was  beginning  to  fpread  its  obfcurity 
over  all  the  furrounding  objeds,  no  longer  allowed 
of  their  being  diftinguifhed  ;  and  Captain  Chanal 
judged  that  it  was  prudent  to  flop  :  he  landed  on  a 
fmall  beach  on  the  north  coaft,  and  there  pafled  a 
very  quiet  night. 

It  was  high  fea  at  midnight  ;  and  low  water  at 
half  pad  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning  :  this  was  the 
29th  of  Auguft,  the  day  of  the  full  moon.  It  was 
reckoned  from  the  extieme  marks  that  the  fea  had 
left  on  the  rock  which  is  perpendicular,  that  the 
tides  rife  in  this  harbour  about  ten  feet. 

On  the  coaft  was  feen  only  one  deferred  hut  ; 
but  the  remains  of  feveral  fires,  recently  extin- 
guifhed,  proved  that  the  natives  had  quitted  the 
place  a  (hort  time  before. 

At  the  firft  dawn  of  day.  Captain  Chanal  re- 
fumed  his  courfe  in  order  to  complete  the  fur- 
vey  of  the  channel  and  of  the  harbour  by  which 
it  is  terminated  ;  and  he  fired  a  fwivel  by  way  of 
inducing  the  inhabitants  to  make  their  appearance. 
When  he  had  proceeded  a  mile  on  a  true  eaft  half 
north  courie,  which  is  that  of  the  diredion  of  the 
channel,  he  turned  to  the  fouth-fouth-eaft  half 
fouth,  following  the  trending  of  the  fouth  coaft  : 
he  foon  faw  himfelf  furrounded  by  land  on  all 
points  of  the  horizon,  and  he  found  that  he  had 
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leached  a  fpaclous  and  convenient  harbour  where 
the  foundings  throughout  were  a  muddy  bottom 
with  from  fixteen  to  twenty  fathoms  water.  This 
harbour  is  fhut  in  to  the  wellward  by  a  fmall  ifland 
fituated  in  the  channel  :  Captain  Chanal  had 
thought  the  day  before,  while  he  was  ranging 
along  the  northern  coaft  of  this  ifland,  that  it 
made  part  of  the  main  land  of  the  large  ifland  ; 
but,  when  he  had  reached  the  eaftern  extremity  of 
the  channel,  he  found  that  it  is  feparated  from  it 
by  a  fmall  arm  of  the  fea  as  deep  as  the  north  chan». 
nel,  but  much  narrower.  The  harbour  was  named 
Port  Louis,  in  honour  of  Lieutenant  Mar- 
chand whofe  Chriftian  name  is  Louis. 

While  our  voyagers  were  employed  in  taking  the 
foundings,  they  faw  a  canoe,  conduced  by  five 
men,  come  out  of  the  channel  into  the  harbour  ; 
and  they  judged  that  it  was  the  fame  which,  the 
day  before,  had  fled  at  the  fight  of  the  long-boat  : 
they  waved  a  w^hite  flag  as  a  fign  of  friendfliip, 
and  they  endeavoured  to  confirm  this  fignal  by 
the  moil  expreflive  geftures.  The  canoe  ap- 
proached with  a  fort  of  hefitation,  but  yet  near 
enough  to  allow  of  a  parley  being  begun.  The 
îflanders  which  flie  carried  were  without  arms; 
and  the  tranquillity  of  confidence  appeared  painted 
on  their  faces.  One  of  them  rofe  up,  made  him- 
felf  known  for  the  chief,  and  requefted  that  the 
chief  of  the  ftrangers  would  likewife  make  himfelf 
known.     Captain  Ckanal  fliewed  himfelf,  and 
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invited  the  American  to  come  into  the  long-boat  : 
the  latter  being  embraced  by  the  French  captain, 
alked  him  to  exchange  names  ;  it  is  well  known 
that,  among  the  greater  part  of  the  tribes  which  we 
call  favage^  this  exchange  of  names  is  a  covenant 
of  friendfhip  :  Captain  Chanal  was  called  Nousk 
from  the  name  of  the  American,  who  would  no 
longer  anfwer  but  when  he  was  called  by  the 
name  of  Chanal.  At  the  end  of  thefe  preli- 
minaries, NousK  Chanal  offered  his  new  friend 
an  old  cloak  which  he  wore,  and  received  a  few 
trifles  which  appeared  to  give  him  pleafure.  Our 
voyagers  augured  well  from  this  beginning  ;  they 
grounded  their  hopes  on  the  condud  of  the  na- 
tives announcing  franknefs  and  good-nature  ;  they 
thought  that  they  would  not  have  to  undergo  all 
the  tedioufnefs  of  thofe  circumfped  and  intricate 
proceedings  to  which  the  intercourfe  of  the  Eu- 
ropeans has  already  accuftomed  the  Americans  ;  in 
fhort,  they  fancied  themfelves  certain  that  if,  as 
the  happy  fituation  of  the  harbour  feemed  to 
promifc,  this  diftriâ;  were  peopled,  a  virgin  trade 
would  yield  themoft  ample  harveft. 

Captain  Chanal  thought  that  he  could  do  no 
better  than  put  himfelf  under  the  diredion  of  an- 
other felf  who  offered  to  condud  him  to  his  habi^ 
tation  fituated  on  a  fmall  arm  of  the  fea  which  he 
pointed  out  in  the  fouth-eafl  part  of  the  harbour. 
The  French  captain  fancied  that  the  American 
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chief  promifed  him  furs,  and,  on  this  promife,  he 
followed  him. 

The  narrow  and  deep  cliannel  into  which  the 
new  pilot  carried  the  long-boat,  extends  to  the  eaft- 
fouth-eaft  and  fouth-eaft  by  eaft,  and  is  then  divided 
into  two  very  narrow  arms,  one  of  which  runs 
to  the  eaftward,  and  the  other  to  the  fouthward. 
At  a  little  diftance  from  its  mouth,  on  the  fouth 
Ihore,  is  a  cove,  where  they  flopped  :  there,  was 
fituated  the  habitation  which  the  thicknefs  of  the 
wood  concealed  from  view.  On  the  fliouts  given 
by  the  men  belonging  to  the  canoe,  feveral  Ame- 
ricans ran  out;  and  the  former  jumped  on 
fhore,  making  figns  that  they  would  foon  return. 
In  fa6l,  they  did  not  keep  their  new  friends  wait* 
îng  ;  but,  what  was  the  furprife  of  the  French, 
when  they  faw  all  thefe  Americans  come  back 
dreffed  in  the  Englifh  fafhion  !  Cloth  jacket,  petti- 
coat trowfers,  round  hat  ;  they  might  have  been 
taken  for  Thames  watermen  :  but  as  for  furs, 
they  had  none  ;  nor  had  they  any  thing  to  offer  but 
a  few  fifhes.  All  hope  inflantly  vanifhed  ;  for  it  is 
well  known  that,  in  the  field  where  the  Englifli  have 
reaped,  there  remains  nothing  for  the  gleaner. 
All  that  Captain  C  h  anal  could  obtain,  was  a 
very  handfome  otter-fkin  cloak  belonging  to  one 
of  the  men  in  the  canoe  ;  and  it  was  very  evi- 
dent that  thefe  Americans  had  already  made  a 
great  progrefs  in  the  fcicnce  of  trade,  for  the 
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cloak  was  fold  very  dear.  But  he  had  not  even  the 
fatisfadion  of  being  able  to  pay  dearly  for  two 
capital  fkins,  tanned,  or  rather  very  neatly  drefled, 
like  chamois  leather,  which  appeared  to  be  fawn 
or  rein-deer  fkins  :  whatever  price  he  offered,  he 
could  not  prevail  on  the  Americans  to  part  with 
one.  He  then  quitted  the  harbour,  but  not 
without  the  regret  of  having  come  there  too  late. 

Captain  Chanal  came  out  by  the  fouth  paflage 
which  feparates  from  the  main  land  of  the  large 
ifland  the  fmall  ifland  of  the  channel  by  which  the 
harbour  communicates  with  the  open  fea. 

It  was  noon  :  but  the  difpofition  of  the  land  did 
not  allow  of  obferving  the  meridian  altitude  of  the 
fun  in  order  to  afcertain  the  latitude  of  Port 
Louis  ;  it  was  deduced,  by  the  computation  of 
the  boat's  run,  from  the  obfervation  of  the  day 
before;  and  it  may, be  fixed,  by  approximation, 
at  53°  41.' 

The  two  extreme  points  of  the  gulf  which  con- 
tains Otard's  Creek  and  Port  Louis,  and  at  the 
head  of  which  is  fituated  this  latter  harbour,  lie,  in 
regard  to  each  other,  fouth-foutb-eafl  half  eafc 
and  north-north-weft  half  weft:  their  diftance  is 
about  feven  miles.  A  fhip  that  wifhes  to  reach 
Port  Louis  muft  range,  at  a  fuitable  diftance, 
along  the  north  coaft  of  the  gulf,  leaving  on  the 
ftarboard  hand  all  the  iflands  of  the  fouth  part  of 
the  entrance.  At  the  head  of  the  gulf  are  per- 
ceived fome  high  chains  of  mountains.    The  coaft 
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is  bold;  and,  from  the  fliore,  the  lands  rife  rather 
fuddenly.  From  the  channel  which  leads  to  the 
harbour,  is  difcovered  to  the  eaft-fouth-eaft  half 
fouth,  a  lofty  round  mountain  which  is  fome- 
what  remarkable,  and  mav  ferve  as  a  land-mark. 

On  coming  out  of  Port  Louis,  Captain  Chanal 
followed  in  its  contours  the  fouth  coaft  of  the 
gulf,  and  paffed  between  the  main  land  of  the  large 
ifland  and  two  fmall  illands  of  middling  elevation 
which  he  left  on  the  (larboard  hand  :  he  found  in 
this  channel,  quite  clofe  to  the  iilands,  fifteen  fa- 
thoms water,  over  a  bottom  of  fand  and  rock» 
"When  he  had  come  abreaft  of  the  moil  fouthern 
of  the  two  iflands,  he  went  up  a  fmall  arm  which 
runs  into  the  main  land  of  the  large  ifland,  follow- 
ing the  diredion  of  fouth-fouth-eaft  half  fouth  ;  but 
it  was  impoflible  to  penetrate  very  far  this  way  ; 
he  found  it  obllruded  by  rocks.  He  faw  further 
on,  to  the  fouth-fouth-wefl,  a  lake  of  fait- water  ; 
but  the  eye  did  not  reach  far  enough  for  him  to  be 
able  to  diftinguiih  the  point  where  it  terminates. 
The  natives,  with  whom  he  had  had  a  communi- 
cation in  the  morning,  and  who  were  come  to  join 
the  long-boat  in  the  channel,  feemed  to  indicate 
that  it  communicates  with  the  open  fea  beyond  the 
fouth  point  of  the  gulf;  but  Captain  Chanajl, 
premmes,  either  that  the  natives  were  miftaken, 
or  that  he  mifunderflood  them  ;  and  as  he  had 
no  hopes  of  meeting  with  any  other  inhabitants, 
or  of  obtaining  furs  in  the  environs   of  Port 
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Louis,  he  flood  on  to  double  the  fouth  point  of 
the  gulf,  off  which  are  feen  two  fhoals,  that  are 
about  a  mile  diftant  from  it. 

On  doubling  this  point,  he  perceived  the  Solide; 
{landing  to  the  northward  under  her  topfails  :  he 
continued  to  range  along  the  coaft,  the  wind-* 
iags  of  which  he  followed.  At  this  period,  the  weft: 
point  of  HipPAH  Ifiand  bore  fouth  by  eaft,  at  the 
diftance  of  about  three  leagues  ;  and  a  point  of 
the  main  land  of  the  large  ifland  fouth- fou th-eaft: 
half  fouth,  diftant  two  leagues.  Between  this 
latter  point  and  that  along  which  Captain  Chanal, 
was  ranging,  appeared  to  the  fouth-eaft:  half  fouth 
a  deep  bight,  or  opening  for  which  he  fleered. 
But,  as  he  foon  found  that  it  would  not  be  poffible 
to  arrive  there  before  night,  which  was  approach- 
ing, he  thought  of  looking  for  a  place  of  fhelter. 
He  difcovered  one  among  the  rocks  bordering  on 
the  coafl  ;  but  the  fhore  was  alfo  fkirted  with 
rocks,  and  to  reach  it  was  impradicable  :  as  he 
could  not  land,  he  determined  to  pafs  the  night  at 
anchor  on  a  fandy  bottom. 

On  the  30th,  Captain  Chanal  got  under  way 
before  day-break,  and  dire6led  his  courfe  for  the 
opening  which  he  had  difcoyered  the  evçning 
before. 

In  fleering  for  this  point,  he  perceived  a  canoe 
with  three  men,  which  put  off  from  the  north 
fhore,  and  foon  joined  the  long-boat.  He  pur- 
chafed  of  thçfe  ijlanders  a  handfome  cloak,  cpm^ 
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pofed  of  three  otter-fkins,  a  fkin  ftill  frefli  of 
the  fame  animal,  and  two  others  of  cub-otters. 
They  were  without  arms,  and  appeared  to  be  to- 
tally unacquainted  with  the  commodities  of  Eu- 
jiOPE  :  the  bargains  were  fpeedily  concluded  ;  the 
traders  feparated,  and  the  long-boat  continued  her 
courfe.  The  foundings  were  thirty  fathoms,  over 
a  fine  fandy  bottom,  at  a  little  more  than  the  dif- 
tance  of  a  mile  from  the  north  coafl,  Captaiix 
C  H  ANAL  palTed  near  a  fmail  illand  which  he  left 
on  the  larboard  hand,  and  on  which  were  feen  feve- 
ral  dogs.  On  doubling  this  ifland,  he  found  himfelf 
at  the  entrance  of  a  channel  the  breadth  of  which 
is  not  quite  a  mile,  and  which  is  (hut  in  between 
high  and  bold  lands  ;  he  followed  it  for  the  length 
of  a  full  mile,  in  the  diredion  of  fouth-fouth-eaft 
half  eaft,  whence  it  afterwards  turns  to  the  eaft 
half  fouth,  over  a  fomey/hat  confiderable  depth  of 
water  :  here  he  had,  on  each  fide,  lofty,  perpendi- 
cular mountains  ;  and  a  line  of  fifty  fathoms^did  not 
reach  the  bottom.  '  A  canoe  which  was  perceived 
aftern  of  the  boat,-  in^luced  him  to  flacken  her 
progrefs:  he  recognized  the  fame  iflanders  with 
whom  he  had  traded  a  few  hours  before  ;  on  this 
occafion  he  bought  of  them  anqther  otter-(kin 
cloak  of  inferior  quality  ;  this  is  ail  that  they  had 
been  able  to  cojleâ:.  For  want  of  furs,  they  had 
with  them  a  young  girl  of  fourteen  or  fifteen,  very 
dirty,  but  who  did  not  feem  difpleafed  at  being 
brought  to  market.    She  fpund  no  purchafer. 
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They  gave  Captam  Chanal  to  underftand  that 
if  he  would  pufh  on  to  the  head  of  the  channel, 
he  might  there  procure  fome  furs.  The  fea-breeze 
had  fucceeded  to  a  rather  long  calm  ;  and  he 
availed  himfelf  of  it  in  order  to  proceed  to  the 
place  pointed  out  by  the  Americans^  who  conti- 
nued to  follow  the  long-boat. 

When  he  had  proceeded  about  a  mile,  he 
found  twenty-five  and  thirty  fathoms  water,  the 
bottom  rocky,  with  broken  fhells.  Here  the 
channel  grew  narrower  :  its  direction  was  eafi^ 
north-eaft  half  eafl:  ;  and  he  faw  himfelf  fur- 
rounded  on  all  fides  by  land.  The  depth  of 
water  increafed  again  to  fifty  fathoms,  over  a 
bottom  of  hard  fand  ;  then  he  had  forty-two  fa. 
thoms  with  the  fame  kind  of  bottom  ;  and  in  pro- 
portion as  he  advanced,  the  anchorage  became 
better  :  the  foundings  were  fucceffively  thirty-two 
fathoms,  fhells  and  fand  ;  thirty  fathoms,  mud  ; 
thirty  fathoms,  black  fand  ;  and  twenty-eight  fa- 
thoms, black  fand  and  fhells.  He  was  not  farther 
than  three  quarters  of  a  cable's  length  from  each 
fliore  of  the  channel  -,  and  at  the  diftance  of  two 
cables  length  ahead,  he  perceived  in  the  head  of 
the  bay  to  the  eafl-north-eaflya  beach  covered  with 
verdure.  He  at  firft  thought  that  the  channel 
terminated  at  this  beach  ;  but  prefently  he  difco- 
vered  that,  in  this  part,  it  makes  an  elbow  and 
winds  to  the  north-north-eafl  half  eaft,  where  it 
forms  a  fine  bafin,  an  excellent  harbour,  in  which 
iin  2  are 
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are  fifteen  fathoms  water,  with  a  muddy  bottom, 
and  ten  fathoms,  with  the  fame  bottom,  at  a 
fmall  diftance  from  the  fhore,  which  is  formed  of 
pebbles. 

It  was  found  that  the  harbour,  after  having 
turned  to  the  north-north-eaft  half  eaft  to  form  a 
bafin,  ftill  extends  by  a  fmall  arm  towards  the 
nprth  half  eaft.  Captain  Chanal  prevailed  on 
the  natives  who  were  accompanying  him  to  repair 
to  this  quarter,  while  the  boat's  crew  were  getting 
their  dinner  ;  they  were  to  apprize  the  inhabitants 
of  the  arrival  of  ftrangers,  and  engage  them  to 
bring  what  furs  they  might  have  to  difpofe  of. 
A  few  fmall  prefents,  made  beforehand,  and  others 
more  confiderable  promifed  afterwards  on  their  re- 
turn^ determined  the  iflanders  without  difficulty  to 
undertake  this  commiffion.  They  acquitted  them- 
felves  of  it  with  difpatch,  but  their  trip  pro- 
duced nothing  :  they  gave  the  French  to  under- 
fland  that  they  had  not  met  with  a  fmgle  inha- 
bitant 

Captain  Chanal  wifhing  himfelf  to  afcertair^ 
the  accuracy  of  this  report,  followed  the  coaft  on 
foot,  accompanied  by  two  other  Frenchmen  ;  and, 
after  having  traverfed  a  fpace  of  half  a  mile,  he 
came  to  the  place  where  the  channel  terminates. 
Two  rivulets  which  have  their  fource  in  the  neigh- 
bouring mountains,  flow  in  this  quarter;  the 
water  of  them  is  very  fine,  and  has  none  of  that 
reddifli  colour  which  had  been  remarked  in  that 
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of  all  the  rivulets  which  were  met  with  at  Cloak 
Bay,  and  before  at  Tchinkitânay.  They  had 
heard  the  barking  of  dogs  which  feemed  to  indi- 
cate the  occupation  of  the  foil  by  men  :  they  even 
difcovered  paths  which  had  been  made  in  the 
woods  ;  and,  although  they  did  not  perceive  there 
any  traces  of  recent  fleps,  they  might  fuppofe  that 
this  part  was  inhabited,  at  leaft  inland.  But  thefe 
fîgns  were  deceitful;  and  whatever  fearch  they 
made^  as  far  as  they  could  penetrate,  they  neither 
difcovered  huts,  nor  appearances  of  inhabitants. 
They  could  not  but  be  aftonifhed  to  find  only  a 
folitude  in  a  place  where  dreams  of  fine 
water,  the  (helter  of  a  good  harbour,  agreeable 
fîtes,  and  lands  which,  though  rather  high,  rife 
by  an  imperceptible  acclivity,  feemed  to  invite  the 
natives  to  fix  their  abode. 

Captain  Chanal  went  back  to  his  boat,  and 
flooâ  on  to  get  out  of  the  haibour.  Being  re- 
turned to  the  mouth  of  the  channel,  he  palTed 
the  night  in  the  fandy  cove  on  the  north  coafl, 
whence,  the  canoe  which  carried  the  three 
Americans  with  whom  they  had  had  a  communi- 
cation, had  come  in  the  morning. 

In  this  place  he  found  the  veftiges  of  a  deferted 
habitation,  and  the  remains  of  a  maufoleum,  or 
morai^  of  the  fame  kind  as  thofe  which  had  been 
feen  on  the  coaft  of  Cox's  Channel;  feveral 
rofe- trees  fpread  over  thofe  ruins  their  branches 
and  flowers.     Of  thefe  were  diftinguifhed  two 
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fpecies  :  the  former,  whofe  ftemis  high,  may,  for 
the  leaf  and  the  fize  of  the  flower,  be  compared  to 
that  which  we  call  rofier  mufcade  (Damafk  rofe^ 
tree)  ;  the  other,  which  is  not  fo  tall,  differs  not,  in 
the  fame  refpedts,  from  our  rofier  de  Bourgogne  (Bur- 
gundy rofe-tree)  :  both  exhale  a  flight,  but  agree* 
able  perfume  ;  their  flowers,  tinged  with  a  pale 
rofe  colour,  are  compofed  of  feveral  uniform  pe, 
tals  J  and  both  are  armed  with  prickles.  Let  not 
the  reader  figure  to  himfclf  that  brilliant  flower 
which  culture  has  improved  for  the  embellifhment 
of  our  gardens,  that  flower,  round  as  a  ball,  whofe 
weight  bends  like  a  bow  its  thorny  flem,  whofe 
corolla,  with  a  hundred  leaves,  charms  at  once 
the  fight  and  the  fmell,  and  which  the  poets  have 
jufly  called  the  queen  of  Flora's  empire  ;  but 
quite  fimple,  quite  difcoloured,  as  it  is  on  thefe  un- 
favoured lands  which  the  oblique  rays  of  the  fun 
warm  but  feebly,  the  rofe  is  flill  the  queen  of  the 
flowers  that  benumbed  Nature  has  been  able  to 
give  to  thefe  climates. 

The  harbour  which  had  jufl  been  vifited  was 
named  Port  Chanal,  (Chanal's  Harbour)  :  an 
obfervation  taken  on  the  3ifl:,  at  noon,  places  its 
mouth  in  latitude  53°  34'.  It  is  fufficiently  fpa* 
ciotis  to  receive  three  or  four  fhips  which  might 
lie  there  at  anchor  5  and,  with  an  excellent  bot- 
tom, it  affords  the  bed  of  fhelter.  The  fea  there 
is  perfedly  fmooth  ;  and  the  difpofition  of  the 
lands  is  fuch^  that,  at  no  time,  can  the  water  be 

agitated* 
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agitated.    It  was  high  fea  on  the  30th,  at  one 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  ;  and  as  this  day  was  the 
fécond  of  the  moon,  it  may  be  concluded  that  it  is 
high  water  there  at  twelve  o'clock  on  the  full  and 
change  days  :  the  tide  rifes  only  feven  or  eight 
feet.     The  channel,  throughout  all  its  length, 
prefents  no  danger  ;  and  clofe  to  its  fhores,  which 
are  bold,  is  a  confiderable  depth  of  water.    It  was 
found  that,  when  the  wind  blows  from  the  offings 
it  winds  up  to,  and  is  felt  at,  the  very  head  of  the 
channel.    No  obflacle  can  therefore  be  experi- 
enced in  reaching  this  harbour  5  a  fhip,  before  fhe 
prefents  herfelf  at  its  mouth,  has  only  to  wait  till 
the  fea-breeze  is  fet  in^   She  might  rather  find 
fome  difficulty  in  getting  out  :  but,  though  Captain 
Chanal  had  not  the  land-breeze,  and  though  a 
fog  had  prevailed  in  the  morning,  during  the  Ihort 
ftay  that  he  made  there,  he  thinks  that  it  is  poffi- 
ble  that  this  breeze  takes  place,  and  that  it  is  eveii 
probable  that  it  is  fometimes  felt,  efpecialiy  during 
the  fummer  months.    But,  fliould  the  land-breeze 
fail,  by  taking  advantage  of  the  ebb-tide,  and  with 
a  calm,  the  help  of  the  boats  would  be  fufficient  to 
get  a  veffel  out  of  the  harbour  ;  and,  having  cleared 
the  channel  j  a  fhip  may  warp  ahead  on  a  fandy 
bôttom,  and  be  placed  in  a  fituation  of  getting  eafily 
under  fail  with  a  breeze  from  the  north-weft  of 
north-weft  by  north  (the  variation  being  allowed)^ 
which  moft  commonly  blew  all  the  time  that  the 
French  paiTed  on  this  coaft.    A  weft-fouth-weft 
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courfe,  and  even  two  points  more  from  the  wîndj 
takes  a  fhip  clear  of  all  land,  and  fairly  into  the 
offing. 

A  thick  fog,  which  was  not  difperfed  till  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  31ft,  did  not,  before 
that  period,  allow  Captain  Chanal  to  quit  the 
cove  of  the  north  coaft  of  the  channel,  where  he 
had  pafTed  the  night.  About  nine  o'clock,  he  per* 
ceived  a  canoe,  conducted  by  five  men  ;  and  fhortly 
after,  he  faw  a  fécond  to  the  weflward.  He  was 
near  :  enough  to  both  to  hear  the  fongs  and  fhouts 
of  the  paddlers  ;  but  the  canoes  feemed  to  fly 
when  the  long-boat  pulled  to  join  them.  Captain 
Chanal  thought  that,  by  ceafing  to  row,  he  might 
induce  them  to  flop;  he  waved  the  white  flag  5 
he  employed,  with  a  view  of  attrading  them, 
every  fign  of  peace  and  friendfliip  that  could  be 
devifed  :  all  his  invitations  were  ufelefs  ;  the  Ame-^ 
ricans  feemed  to  pay  them  no  attention.  They 
were  feen  to  land  among  the  rocks  which  fldrt 
the  coaft  ;  the  boat  immediately  followed  them 
thither,  but  our  voyagers  neither  found  the 
men  nor  their  canoes,  which,  no  doubt,  they 
had  concealed  among  the  rocks,  or  perhaps  car- 
ried into  the  woods.  It  was  not  poflible  for  the 
long-boat  to  land  on  a  coaft  guarded  by  rocka 
againft  which  the  fwell  of  the  offing  might  dafli 
her  to  pieces.  Two  hours  had  already  elapfed 
from  the  time  when  the  fir  ft  canoe  had  been  per- 
ceived J  and  as  this  day  had  been  fixed  by  Cap, 

taift 
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tain  Marchand  for  the  boat's  return  to  the  fhip. 
Captain  Chanal,  before  he  effeded  this  jundion, 
had  only  the  time  nereffary  for  examining  the  part 
of  the  coaft  which  remained  to  be  vifited  as  far  as 
Renni  l's  Strait.  The  breeze  had  fixed  at  weft- 
north-weft  and  north-weft  by  weft  (allowing  for 
the  variation)  ;  the  weather  was  fine  j  he  ftood  on 
towards  the  fouth  quarter,  in  order  to  complete  the 
furvey  of  the  country.  , 

The  obfervation  of  noon  gave  53°  36'  for  the 
latitude  ;  and,  at  this  time,  the  mouth  of  the  chan- 
nel which  leads  to  Chanal's  Harbour,  bore  fouth- 
eaft,  at  the  diftance  of  a  league  :  from  this  bearing 
reduced  to  the  place  of  obfervation,  the  latitude 
of  the  harbour  was,  as  I  have  already  faid,  fixed 
at  53°  34'  6".  At  the  fame  inftant,  the  extremities 
of  the  fmall  gulf,  at  the  head  of  which  is  fiiuated 
Chanal's  Harbour,  bore  the  one  north  half  eaft, 
at  the  diftance  of  a  league,  and  the  other  fouth,  at 
an  equal  diftance.  This  fmall  gulf  prefents  a  few 
bays  or  coves,  as  well  in  the  fouth  as  in  the  north 
part  ;  but  none  of  them  afforded  either  fhelter  or 
fafe  anchorage.  At  the  fame  time,  the  weft  point 
of  HiPPAH  Ifland,  for  which  the  boat  was  fteer- 
ing,  bore  fouth  by  weft  at  the  diftance  of  two 
leagues.  Between  this  ifland  and  the  fouth  point 
oi  the  gulf  that  Captain  Chanal  was  leaving,  the 
coaft  is  bordered  with  breakers  and  fmall  rocky 
iflots.  He  difcovered  a  bight  which  turns  to  the 
fouth-fouth-eaft  and  fouth-eaft  by  eaft,  and,  grow- 
ing 
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ing  narrower,  forms  the  (trait  or  channel  that  fe- 
parates  from  the  main  land  of  the  large  ifland  the 
ead  part  of  Hippah  Ifland.  .  Captain  Chanal  had  * 
run  fix  miles  fmce  noon,  and  at  half  pafl:  one 
o'clock,  he  doubled  the  wefl:  point  of  the  ifland* 
This  point  is  terminated  by  breakers  and  a  rocky 
ledge  from  which  rife  fea-leeks  and  tall  fuci;  he 
pafTed  over  this  ledge  which  extends  a  mile  into  the 
offing,  and  found  on  it  ten  fathoms  water. 

He  rounded  Hippah  Ifland  very  clofely,  as  far 
as  the  mouth  of  the  channel  which,  to  the  eaft- 
ward,  feparates  it  from  the  main  land  of  the  large 
ifland.  The  fouth-wefl  part  of  Hippah  Ifland 
prefents  a  beach  bordered  with  rocks  which  ren- 
der landing  impradlicable  :  the  eaft  part  is  a  round 
mountain,  fteep,  and  yet  covered  with  trees  to  its 
very  fummit  ;  the  fliores  are  rocky  and  perpendi- 
cular 5  it  feems  inaccefllble  on  this  fide  :  two  fmalî 
huts  were  perceived  there,  but  no  inhabitant  ap- 
peared. 

Captain  Chanal  fays  that  he  looked  in  vaiii 
for  that  redoubt,  or  H  iff  ah  ^  which  is  mentioned 
in  Captain  Dixon's  journal  ;  he  adds  that  he 
coafted  the  iflands  fo  near  that  this  redoubt  could 
not  poflibly  have  efcaped  his  refearches^  and  he 
thence  concludes  that  it  does  not  exifl:.  1  fliould 
lather  conclude  that  it  no  longer  exifls  ;  for,  from 
the  detailed  defcription  given  of  it  by  the  Editor 
of  the  Englifli  journal  *  ;  from  the  view  which 

•  StQ  Dixon^s  Foyoge,  page  20^ * 
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he  has  given  of  Hippah  Ifland,  and  which  repre- 
fents  this  redoubt  as  built  on  an  iflot  or  a  rock  near 
the  ifland,  it  is  not  poflible  to  doubt  that  the 
EngHfh  faw  a  fheiter  of  timber  work  fupported 
by  pofts,  which  they  call  a  redoubt  ;  and  that  they 
even  examined  it  for  a  long  lime,  fmce  they  took 
a  drawing  of  it,  the  engraving  of  which  is  feen  in 
Dixon's  journal.  But  this  pretended  redoubt 
might  be  nothing  more  than  one  of  thofe  enclo- 
fures  of  palifades,  of  thofe  huts,  fuch  as  Captain 
Chanal  faw  in  Cox's  Channel,  and  the  materials 
of  which  the  natives  carry  with  them  when  they 
remove  their  travelling  habitations  from  one  place 
to  another,  according  as  the  objedl  of  fifliing  or 
that  of  hunting  determines  them.  What  feems  to 
fupport  this  conjecture,  is  that  Captain  Dixon 
traded  with  feveral  canoes,  carrying  about  thirty- 
fix  men,  v/hich  had  all  repaired  from  Hippah 
Ifland  to  his  fhip,  and  that  he  purchafed  of  the 
iflanders  a  rather  confiderable  number  of  excel- 
lent cloaks,  and  feveral  other  furs  of  prime 
quality*;  whereas  Captain  Chanal  perceived 
no  inhabitant,  although  he  rounded  and  coafled 
the  ifland  very  clofely  from  the  weft  point  to  the 
eafl:. 

But  I  can  neither  coincide  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Editor  of  the  Englifli  journal,  refpeding  the  moral 
charader  of  the  natives  of  Queen  Charlotte's 

*  DixoTÎ's  Voyage,  page  206. 
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Iflands,  nor  adopt  the  motives  on  which  he  grounds 
his  opinion  *. 

A  number  of  circumftances  had  occurred/' 
fays  he,  "  fmce  our  firft  trade  in  Cloak  Bay, 
which  convinced  us,  that  the  natives  at  this  place 
*'  were  of  a  more  favage  difpofition,  and  had  lefs 
"  intercourfe  with  each  ether,  than  any  Indians 
we  had  met  with  on  the  coaft,  and  we  began 
to  fufpeft  that  they  were  cannibals  in  fome  de" 
gree.  Captain  Dixon  no  fooner  faw  the  fortified . 
hut  juft  mentioned,   than   this  fufpicion  was 
flrengthened,  as  it  was,  he  faid,  built,  exadly 
on  the  plan  of  the  hippah  of  the  favages  at 
New  Zealand  (who,  as  is  well  known,  eat 
"  their  prifoners).    The  people,  in  coming  along- 
"  fide,  traded  very  quietly,  and  ftrongly  impor- 
"  tuned  us,  by  figns,  to  come  on  (bore  ;  at  the  fame 
time  giving  us  to  underftand  (pointing  towards 
the  eaft)  that  if  we  vifited  that  part  of  the 
"  coafl,  the  inhabitants  there  would  cut  off  our 
heads.    This  was  an  unqueftionable  proof,  that 
"  they  were  at  variance  with  their  neighbours, 
"  and  their  hoftile  appearance  fufficiently  con- 
*'  firmed  it,   being  well  armed  with  knives  and 
fpears. 

*  I  know  not  Vv'Iiether  this  opinion  be  that  of  Captain  Dixon 
himfelf:  but,  as  this  journ?!  is  preceded  by  a  dedicatory 
cpiftLe  from  the  captain  to  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  it  muft  be  fuppofed 
that,  if  the  narrative  is'  not  diftated  by  him  or  written  under 
his  dire6lion,  at  kail  he  approved  and  adopted  all  its  contents» 
{Bixon^s  Voyr^ge,  page  206.) 
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"  I  am  not  fond  of  hazarding  conjeâîures^  yet  I 
cannot  help  remarking  that  though  the  behaviour 
of  thefe  people  was  harmlefs  and  inoîFeniive, 
yet  their  attempt  to  perfuade  us  to  go  on  fhore 
"  is  an  additional  proof  in  favour  of  my  fufpicion  ; 
"  they  certainly  wanted'to  decoy  us  into  the  hippah^ 
and  there,  no  doubt,  v*^e  Ihould  have  been  in- 
"  ftantly  butchered." 

The  imagination  of  Dixon's  hiftorian  is,  me- 
thinks,  much  difpofed  to  be  ftartled  and  take  the 
alarm.  Is  it  then  as  certain  as  he  appears  to  be- 
lieve, that,  when  iflanders  invite  you  to  vifit  their 
habitations,  it  is  with  the  proje6l  of  there  butcher- 
ing you  ?  MoH  afiurediy,  I  (hall  always  recom- 
mend to  navigators  not  to  put  themfelves,  with 
imprudent  confidence,  in  the  power  of  the  un- 
known people  that  they  difcover,  even  of  thofe 
who,  on  a  firft  interview,  fhew  themfelves  under 
the  mofl:  prepofîefling  exterior,  and  announce  dif- 
pofitions  the  moft  peaceable  and  friendly  ;  but  it  is 
not  fair  to  judge  thefe  people  without  having  tried 
them.  The  Editor  of  Dixon's  Journal  decides,  at 
firll  fight,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Queen  Char- 
lotte's Iflands  are  cannibals,  becaufe  they  invited 
the  EngliQi  to  go  on  (hore  :  but,  whatever  confi- 
dence he  may  have  in  his  own  difcernment,  we  mufl: 
be  permitted  not  to  participate  in  it,  when  we  fee 
Captain  Chanal,  Surgeon  Roblet,  and  the 
pther  French  who  accompanied  them,  comply 
^ith  the  invitation  of  thefe  pretended  cannibalsj 

vifit 
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vifit  their  habitations,  and  receive  from  them  no- 
thing but  civility  and  repeated  marks  of  good-"will 
and  kindnefs.  Thefe  favages,  however,  were  not 
ignorant  that  this .  handful  of  flrangers  whom  a 
fmgle  boat  had  landed  on  their  coafl,  without  a 
fliip  to  protfedl  it  by  her  impofing  prefence,  poflelTed 
articles  of  the  greateft  utility  to  them,  w^ell  calcu*. 
lated  to  make  them  yield  to  the  temptation  of 
getting  poffeffion  of  thefe  by  force,  fince,  having 
no  furs  to  offer  in  exchange,  they  had  no  other 
means  to  obtain  what  they  fo  much  coveted  :  yet 
they  made  no  attempt  to  procure  for  themfelves 
thefe  commodities  by  violence  or  theft  ;  nor  did 
they  even  appear  to  harbour  fuch  an  idea.  On 
the  contrary,  always  eagerly  attentive  to  their 
guefls,  without  being  troublefome,  they  feemed 
intent  only  on  difcharging  towards  them  the  duty 
of  hofpitality.  The  French  never  faw  them  either 
armed,  or  diftruftful  ;  they  followed  them  into 
their  family  circles,  and  found  them  good  huf^ 
bands  and  good  fathers  ;  they  lived  feveral  days:^. 
as  it  wercy  in  intimacy  with  them  ;  they  fludied 
them,  as  much  as  it  is  pofTible  to  do  when  people 
can  explain  themfelves  only  by  figns  ;  and  every 
thing  that  they  relate  of  their  manners,  their 
cuftoms,  and  their  chara^ler,  announces  a  hofpi- 
table,  mild,  intelligent,  laborious,  and  induftrious 
people,  endowed  with  great  good  fenfe,  to  whom 
the  ufefuLarts  are  not  unknown,  who  join  tQ 
thefe  even  the  agreeable  ones,  and  who  may  be 
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faid  to  have  already  made  manifeft  advances  to^ 
wards  civilization.  Can  thefe  teftimonies  be 
counterbalanced,  or  merely  weakened,  by  that  of 
a  navigator  who  had  but  a  glinipie  of  thefe 
people  5  who  paffed  but  half  an  hour  off  Cloak 
Bay  to  trade  there  for  three  hundred  beaver-fktns, 
which  were  rather  given  to  hira  than  fold  ;  who 
trafficked  with  as  much  facility  for  fifteen  hun- 
dred other  furs,  in  running  along  the  coaft,  aU 
ways  under  fail,  and  never  venturing  to  fet  his 
foot  on  fliore  ?  Certainly,  if  he  confidered  them 
as  cannibals,  although,  however,  they  never 
threatened  to  eat  him,  at  lead  he  could  not  have 
found  them  difficult  in  traffic  ;  for  he  had  all  their 
furs  for  the  price  which  his  good  pleafure  was 
pleafed  to  fix,  that  is,  for  almoft  nothing.  I  am 
not  an  apologift  for  favage  people;  never  have  I 
fallen  into  ecftafy  before  the  rimn  of  Nature  ;  never 
have  I  participated  in  the  opinion  of  certain  philo- 
fophers  who  have  racked  their  imagination  and 
put  in  play  the  illufion  of  eloquence,  for  the  pur^ 
pofe  of  (hewing  him  to  us  as  the  moft  excellent  of 
men  :  I  am  not  here  e:^amining  whether  man  be 
good,  or  whether  he  be  wicked  through  his  nature, 
nor  what  he  may  have  loft  or  gained  in  the  ftate  of 
great  focieties  ;  but  let  us  not  judge  fo  precipitately, 
and  without  knowing  them,  the  people  of  that 
unhappy  America  which  has  fo  much  realbn  to 
complain  of  us.  If  it  were  poffible  that  ever  an 
American  fhould  write  the  hiftory  of  his  country, 
§  he 
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he  would  paint  that  man  of  the  Old  World,  that 
European  who  boafts  of  his  civilization,  who  pro- 
claims philanthropy,  he  would  paint  him,  not  as 
eating  men,  although  it  be  not  proved  that,  in 
all  times,  he  has  abilained  from  the  pradlice,  but 
as  caufmg  them  to  be  devoured  by  ferocious  animals 
which  he  has  trained  to  carnage  ;  he  would  paint 
him  as  the  deftroyer  of  two  powerful  empires,  as 
the  executioner  of  their  fovereigns  and  of  their  in- 
umerable  inhabitants,  the  race  of  whom  he  has 
caufed  to  difappear  from  the  face  of  the  country 
that  gave  them  birth  ;  he  would  paint  him  in  fhort, 
and  with  reafon  perhaps,  as  the  mod  deftruclive 
fcourge  that  ever  defoiated  the  human  fpecies. 

After  having  rounded  Hippah  Ifland  to  the 
fouthward.  Captain  Chanal  examined  the  chan^ 
nel  which  feparates  it  from  the  main  land  of  the 
large  ifland.  At  the  fouthern  mouth  of  this  chan- 
nel, is  feen  a  flioal,  and  a  rocky  ledge  on  which 
grow  fea-leeks  and  bamboos.  The  tide  which  was 
coming  out  of  it,  and  the  wind  that  was  blowing 
down  it,  drove  the  long-boat  violently  back  to  the 
fouthward. 

Captain  Chanal  direded  his  route  to  recon-. 
noitre  the  entrance  of  Rennel's  Strait,  and  wait 
at  this  place  of  rendezvous,  till  the  Solide  ap- 
peared fufficiently  near  the  land  for  him  to  be  able 
to  join  her.  The  part  of  the  coafl,  comprehended 
between  Hippah  Ifland  and  the  entrance  of  Ren- 
kel's  Strait,  is  very  high  aud  fleep  j  it  e^chibits  a 

deep. 
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deep  bay,  at  the  head  of  which  is  perceived  a  fine 
beach  of  white  fand. 

At  half  paft  three  o'clock,  he  difcovered,  at  the 
diflance  of  two  leagues,  the  Solide  (landing  in  for 
the  land  :  he  fleered  to  join  her,  and  at  five  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  the  long-boat  got  alongfide,  and 
was  hoiftedin. 

Before  I  refume  the  feqiiel  of  the  (hip's  voyage, 
1  fliall  prefent  all  the  various  produ6lions  of  the  foil, 
that  Captain  Chan  a  l  faw  and  examined  on  the 
weft  part  of  the  largeft  of  Queen  Charlotte's 
Iflands  which  he  furveyed,  and  which,  reckoning 
from  the  fifty-fourth  parallel,  extends  firft  five 
leagues  to  the  fouthward,  and  thence,  takes  a  ge- 
neral direction  to  the  fouth-fouth-eaft  as  far  as 
the  latitude  of  53*'  25'. 

All  this  part  of  the  coaft  is  coveted  with  Wood  ; 
the  mountains  of  the  interior  prefent  the  fame 
afped,  their  fides  are  equally  wooded,  and  their 
fummits  only  are  naked,  and  appeared  fteril. 
Pines  and  firs  of  a  vigorous  vegetation  prevail 
in  this  immenfe  foreft  ;  and  here  are  feen  inter- 
fperfed  the  birch,  a  fpecies  of  willow,  and  fome 
hazel-trees  of  a  very  handfome  growth. 

In  the  different  places  where  our  voyagers 
landed,  they  found  feveral  (In'ubs  and  plants  which 
grow  on  the  foil  of  France  :  the  rafberry-tree, 
the  wild  currant-tree,  the  rofe-tree,  which  has 
been  already  mentioned,  celery,  parfley,  purflain, 
water-crefs,  dock,  great  centaury,  the  nettle,  a 

VOL.  I.  I  I  fpecies 
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fpecles  of  mallow,  a  fpecies  of  fern,  the  root 
of  which  has  the  tafle  of  that  of  liquorice,  the 
lily  of  the  valley,  a  queen  daify,  like  the  fimple 
daify  of  our  gardens,   and   a  few  other  plants 
which  the  journal  indicates  in  a  lump,  and  without 
any  particular  defcription  :  they  were  aftoniflied 
to  fee  every  where,  fcattered  in  patches,  plants 
of  peas  and  vetches  ;  and  they  judged  that  they 
niuft  be  a  natural  and  fpontaneous  production  of 
the  foil  ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  prefumed  that,  if  feme 
other  navigator  befides  Dixon,  who  landed  no 
where,  has  vifited  this  coaft,  he  took  a  pleafure 
In  fowing  thefe  legumes  in  all  the  places  where 
their  plants  abounded.    They  ate  of  thefe  peas, 
and  they  perceived  no  difference,  in  point  of  fla- 
vour and  delicacy,  from  thofe  which  are  eaten  in 
France.    They  grow  naturally,  like  thofe  which 
were  feen  at  Tchinkitânay,  on  all  the  elevated 
fpots  of  the  Ihore  in  open  places.    In  Ghana l's 
Harbour  was  found  a  wild  apple-tree  which  bore 
fruit  of  a  fmall  fpecies.    Every  thing  concurs  to 
favour  the  idea  that  if  culture  excited  and  direded 
the  fecundity  of  this  land,  it  would  be  fufceptible 
of  being  enriched  with  the  greater  part  of  the  pro- 
duclions  which  procure  and  maintain  abundance 
on  the  portion  of  the  globe  that  the  French  inhabit. 
Sea  and  land  birds  appear  in  very  numerous 
flights;  they  are  of  the  fame  fpecies  as  thofe  which 
are  met  with  in  Cloak  Bay  and  Cox's  Chan- 
nel.   Hunting  and  fifning  infure,  at  all  feafons, 

the 
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the  fubfiftence  of  the  natives.    Fifbes  abound  on 
the  coafl  in  fuch  quantities,  tliat  half  an  hour 
was  fufficient  for  taking,  with  two  lines  only,  all 
that  the  long-boat's  crew  wanted  for  a  day's  con- 
fumption  ;  and  the  quality  of  them  was  excellent» 
The  French  did  not  make  a  (lay  fufficiently  long 
to  be  able  to  judge  of  the  climate  of  this  coafl  : 
all  that  can  be  faid  of  it,  is  that  during  the  time 
of  the  furyey  which  they  made  of  it,  the  weather 
was  conftantly  very  fine  j  on  fhore,  they  experi- 
enced during  the  day,  and  efpecially  during  the 
calm  that  prevailed  in  the  morning,  a  fenfible  heat, 
fuch  as  is  experienced,  in  the  latitude  of  Paris, 
in  the  months  of  April  and  May  ;  and,  in  the  night, 
the  dews  were  very  copious. 

In  fpeaking  of  the  language  of  TchinkitÂnay, 
I  mentioned  beforehand  the  numerical  terms  em- 
ployed at  Queen  Charlotte's  Iflands,  fuch  as 
Captain  Chanal  could  colled  them  at  Cloak 
Bay  ;  he  obferves  that  fome  of  thefe  terms  are 
common  to  the  other  parts  of  thefe  iflands  which 
he  vifited  ;  as  well  as  fome  other  terms  which  he 
was  able  to  catch,  and  by  which  the  natives  ex- 
prefs  the  following  articles  : 


Ouiné   A  prefent. 

Coutejk   A  waiftcoat  or  jacket, 

]<[ock      -----  A  fur. 

Tefch   Fire. 

Pecheck  -    -    -    -    -  A  box. 

Smoguet  -    -    .    -    -  A  chief. 

1 1  .2  The 
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The  fimilitude  of  numerical  and  other  terms* 
employed  equally  by  the  different  tribes  feparated 
from  each  other,  that  occupy  the  part  of  the 
coafts  of  Queen  Charlotte's  Iflands  which 
Captain  Chanal  vifited,  feems  to  me  to  demon- 
ftrare,  againft  the  hazarded  opinion  of  the  Editor 
of  Dixon's  Journal,  that  thefe  tribes  have  an  ha- 
bitual communication  with  each  other  :  this  iden- 
tity of  language  might  alfo  prove  that  the  tribes 
which  inhabit  thefe  iflands  have  a  common  origin. 

The  operations  of  trade  had  been  very  languid 
on  this  northern  part  of  the  weft  coaft  of  Queen 
Charlotte's  Iflands  ;  and  Captain  Marchand 
judged  that  traffic  would  not  aflume  more  adivity, 
if  he  perfifted  in  following  the  track  of  the  Eng- 
lifli,  who,  in  their  fucceffive  and  frequent  excur- 
fions,  muft,  for  fome  time,  have  exhaufted  the 
riches  of  the  country.  He  therefore  renounced 
the  projeft,  which  he  had  at  firft  had,  of  recon- 
noitring the  fouthern  part  of  the  iflands  as  far  as 
Cape  James,  thus  named  by  Dixon  *,  which  ter- 
minates to  thefouthward  the  archipelago  of  Queeîï 
Charlotte's  Iflands.  The  hope  of  procuring 
furs  on  the  coaft  of  the  continent,  at  Nootka 
Sound,  which  was  then  thought  to  adjoin  to  it,  ap- 
peared no  better  founded  :  this  harbour  was,  for  a 
long  time  paft,  known  to  have  been  frequented  by 
the  Englifli,  difpatched  from  Asia  and  Europe, 

•  Before  named  Cape  HectoR;  by  La  Péroufe, 

who. 
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sivho,  in  fcrtne  meafurc,  had  taken  poffefSon  of  it, 
and  would,  undoubtedly,  have  fettled  themfelves 
there  firmly,  and  have  made  it  the  centre  of  their 
fur-trade,  had  not  Spain  oppofed  what  (he  called 
an  invafion  of  her  territory.  This  is  not  the  place 
to  examine  whether  it  be  fufficient  for  a  power  of 
Europe  to  have  reconnoitred  at  a  diftance  a  fo- 
reign coaft,  even  to  have  hoifted  there,  by  the 
way,  a  flag  on  the  fummit  of  fome  cape,  or 
planted  a  crofs,  to  the  report  of  cannon,  for  the 
Vjihole  country  to  become  for  ever  its  exelufive  pro- 
perty ;  only  it  could  not  but  be  fuppofed  that  the 
vifit  of  the  Spaniards  had  carried  off  in  this  quar- 
ter, the  few  furs  which  might  have  efcaped  the 
refearches  and  avidity  of  the  Englifh.  All  thefe 
confiderations,  and  others  of  which  I  am  perhaps 
Ignorant,  mufl  have  prefented  themfelves  to  the 
mind  of  the  French  captain  ;  and  it  was,  no 
doubt,  after  having  weighed  them,  that  he  deter- 
mined not  to  begin  his  traffic  on  the  coafl  of  the 
continent,  till  he  reached  Berkley  Sound,  fitu- 
ated  to  the  fouthward  of  Nootka,  in  the  latitude 
of  49%  and  to  extend  it  from  this  point,  by  run^ 
ning  down  again  as  far  as  Cape  Mendocino,  fitu- 
^ted  between  the  parallels  of  41  and  42  degrees. 
Ke  might  hope,  that  this  quarter,  (till  almoft  un- 
known, had  not  been  vifited  by  navigators  whom 
the  alTurance  of  a  more  abundant  harveft  had, 
moft  probably,  called  to  Queen  Charlotte's 
îflands  5  he  might  flatter  himfelf  that,  by  opera- 
1 1  3  tions 
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dons  well  conduced  with  a  people  who  might 
not  have  traded  before,  he  would  make  up  for 
the  tinte  which  he  had  ufelefsly  confumed  in  fol- 
lowing a  beaten  track,  and  in  requiring,  from  ex- 
haufted  countries,  a  produce  which  could  no 
longer  be  expeded  but  from  one  where  the  Eu-» 
ropeans  had  not  yet  made  their  harveft. 

Captain  Marchand  therefore  flood  for  the  en- 
trance of  Berkley  Sound,  and  he  intended  to 
follow  the  coaft  to  the  fouthward  on  leaving  this 
harbour,  as  far  and  as  long  as  the  feafon  fhould 
allow  *. 

On  the  4th  of  September,  at  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  he  got  fight  of  the  coaft  of  America, 
bearing  from  north-north-eaft  to  north-eaft  by 
eaft.  Two  fets  of  diftances  of  the  fun  and  moon, 
obferved  at  twenty-five  minutes  paft  four,  gave 
129°  58' '30''  of  weft  longitude;  and  the  latitude 
of  the  fhip  at  the  fame  inftant,  deducing  it  from 
that  which  had  been  obferved  at  noon,  was  49° 
41'.  This  pofition  placed  the  fliip  to  the  north- 
weft  by  weft  of  Berkley  Sound,  to  the  weft- 
novth-weft  4°  vv^eft  of  Nootka  Sound,  at  the 
diftance  of  nine  leagues  from  the  latter,  and  about 
four  leagues  from  the  land  which  appeared  the 
near  eft  .7.  ' 

*  See  Note  XLII. 

t  'S'^^Note  XLIÏL  and  the  Journal  of  the  Routeyoi  the  date 
of  the  4th  September  1 79 1. 
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Captain  Marchand  kept  the  fliip's  head  to 
the  offing  during  the  night  ;  and,  on  the  morning 
of  the  5th,  the  fog  which  enveloped  the  land  did 
not  allow  of  its  being  diftinguiQied  before  ten 
o'clock.  During  the  morning,  the  elements  ex- 
hibited to  view  various  fights  :  whales  in  great 
numbers  were  playing  round  the  fliip  j  and  flocks 
of  ducks,  divers,  auks,  cormorants,  and  gulls 
were  croffing  their  flight  in  all  diredlions,  fome 
fliimming  the  furface  of  the  water,  others  winging 
their  way  through  the  air. 

The  colour  of  the  fea  appeared  all  at  once  to 
change  and  aflume  a  dirty  tint  ;  but,  on  taking  a 
caft  of  the  lead,  no  bottom  could  be  (truck  with  a 
line  of  eighty  fathoms. 

A  clear  interval,  at  noon,  allowed  of  an  obfer- 
vation  being  had  of  the  fun's  meridian  altitude, 
and  thence  the  latitude  of  the  fhip  was  found  to  be 
48°  51':  her  longitude  deduced,  by  the  dead  reck-, 
oning,  from  the  obfervation  of  the  day  before,  was 
X28°  36V 

At  this  period,  was  diflinguiflied  to  the  north- 
ward  a  bight,  which  Captain  Marchand  judged 
to  be  NooTKA  Sound  ;  and,  from  the  pofition  of 
the  fliip,  the  land  which  bore  eaft  by  north  could 
be  no  other  than  the  northern  extremity  of  Berk- 
ley Sound  :  the  fog  fl:ill  prevented  him  from 
feeing  the  land  which  terminates  its  entrance  on 
the  fouth  fide. 

1 1  4  He 


'/l88  MARCHANDAS  VOYAGE.  [Sept.  Ijgi, 


He  ran  In  for  the  land  till  five  o'clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon, and,  at  that  time,  he  flood  out  to  fea  till 
five  o'clock  the  next  morning. 

At  noon  on  this  day,  the  6th,  he  was,  by  obfer- 
vation,  in  latitude  48^*  59',  that  is,  within  a  minute 
of  the  parallel  of  Berkley  Sound,  from  which  he 
was  diftant  no  more  than  four  or  five  leagues  to 
the  weft  ward.  From  Nootka  to  Berkley 
Sound,  the  coaft  appears  to  form  a  fort  of  gulf, 
terminated  by  lofty  mountains,  the  fummits  only  of 
which  were  perceptible  ;  the  fog  concealed  the 
view  of  their  bafe.  He  diflinguifhed  feveral  open- 
ings which  might  afford  good  anchorage  ;  they 
are  formed  by  high,  detached  lands,  that  feemed  to 
be  nothing  but  illands  near  which  there  appeared 
others  lower  and  fmaller.  But  the  fog,  which 
was  not  difperfed,  did  not  allow  Captain  Mar- 
chand to  engage  with  the  coaft  in  order  to  recon- 
noitre it  more  clofely. 

In  the  afternoon,  he  flood  to  the  ofîing  with  a 
faint  breeze  from  the  fouthward,  which,  at  four 
o'clock,  was  fucceeded  by  a  dead  calm.  As  the 
currents,  fet  in  towards  the  land,  although  with  no 
great  velocity,  at  fix  o'clock  the  flream  anchor 
w-as  dropped  in  fifty  fathoms  water,  over  a  bottom 
of  fine  black,  oozy  fand.  The  northern  point  of 
Berkley  Sound  then  bore  eafl  i  or  2°  fouth  ;  and 
the  nearefl  land  was  from  two  leagues  and  a  half  to 
three  leagues  diftant. 

The 
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The  next  day,  the  7th,  at  fix  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  were  perceived  five  canoes,  which  had 
come  from  the  part  of  the  coaft  that  bore  north- 
north-eaft,  fleering  for  the  ihip  which  then  fuc- 
ceffively  approached.  Each  of  thefe  canoes  car- 
ried fix  men,  all  of  a  certain  age  :  in  that  which 
firft  came  near  the  (hip,  was  a  man  fomewhat 
more  advanced  in  years,  who  flood  up,  on  ap- 
proaching the  fide,  and  fang  for  feveral  minutes. 
In  thefe  five  canoes,  no  other  furs  were  feen  than 
fome  tolerably  large  pieces  of  bear-fkin.  To  the 
eyes  of  thofe  who  were  in  them,  Captain  Mar- 
chand ordered  feveral  European  commodities  and 
utenfils  to  be  difplayed,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
gave  them  to  underfland  that  he  wifhed  to  have,  in 
exchange,  otter-fkins,  famples  of  which  he  exhibit- 
ed to  them.  They  made  him  comprehend  that  they 
were  going  a  fifhing  ;  but  that,  if  he  would  repair 
to  an  opening  which  they  pointed  out  to  the  north- 
eafl  of  the  point  where  the  Solide  was  at  anchor, 
he  might  there  procure  fkins  of  the  fpecies  of  thofe 
which  he  required.  After  having  flopped  near 
the  fhip  for  half  an  hour,  they  direded  their  route 
towards  the  ofîing,  where,  no  doubt,  they  were 
going  to  wait  for  whales  ;  and  they  drew  up  in  a 
well- formed  line,  leaving  an  equal  interval  between 
each  canoe. 

Thefe  Americans  are  much  fairer  than  thofe 
who  inhabit  Tchinkitanay  Bay;  their  whole 
clothing  confifted  of  rugs,  fome  of  which  were 

woven 
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Avoven  of  the  filaments  of  bark,  and  others,  of 
wool,  appeared,  from  the  pattern,  to  be  of  Spa- 
nifli  manufacture  ;  they  alfo  wore  necklaces  of 
glafs-beads,  ear-pendants,  and  bracelets  of  plaited 
brafs  wire,  from  which  hung  fome  bobs  of  the 
fame  metal  ;  they  fhewed  an  European  fifh-hook, 
and  gave  the  French  to  underftand  that  they  had 
-it,  as  well  as  their  v/oollen  blankets,  from  a  (hip 
like  the  Solide.  Some  had,  round  their  head,  a 
piece  of  blue  cloth,  twifted  after  the  manner  of  the 
natives  of  Barbary.  Their  hats  of  rufh,  plaited 
like  thofe  of  the  Tchinkitanayans,  differ  from 
thefe  a  little  in  fhape,  which  is  that  of  a  flower- 
pot turned  upfide-down,  with  flrait  rims,  and 
terminated  like  a  bell  in  its  upper  part.  Our 
voyagers  did  not  fee  them  long  enough  to  be  able 
to  examine  their  perfons  minutely  ;  they  appeared 
ftrongly  made  and  robuft,  but  very  ugly  and  rather 
thin  ;  their  hair  is  black  and  flraight  :  five  or  fix 
only  among  them  had  their  face  fmeared  with  a 
fort  of  ochre. 

Their  canoes  are  conftruded  with  flill  greater 
intelligence  and  art  than  any  of  thofe  which  had 
been  feen  on  the  coaft,  although,  in  general,  all  the 
natives  of  this  quarter  excel  in  that  kind  of 
work  :  they  are  like  wife  larger.  They  are  from 
thirty  to  thirty-five  feet  in  length,  and  their  greatefl 
breadth  is  three  feet  :  they  are  hollowed  out  of  a 
fingle  ti;unk  of  a  tree,  and  the  flem  is  raifed  by 
pieces  joined  firmly,  and  in  a  workmanlike  manner, 

9  to 
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to  the  body  of  the  canoe  :  the  after  part  is  termi- 
nated in  a  round  and  perpendicular  ftern  :  they 
have  throughout  their  whole  length  a  flight  fheer  ; 
and  the  rifing  of  their  floor  forward  and  aft  is 
fafliioned  in  a  manner  fo  advantageous  for  going 
through  the  water,  that  an  European  builder  would 
not  difclaim  them  :  and,  indeed,  they  make  their 
way  with  furprifmg  velocity.  All  the  work  of  them 
is,  in  other  refpefts,  admirably  finiflied  ;  and,  of 
the  fiive  canoes  which  the  French  examined,  not 
one  made  a  drop  of  water.  An  idea  may  be  given 
of  thefe  little  vefl^els,  by  comparing  them,  for  the 
figure  of  the  rifing  of  their  floor  forward  and  aft, 
to  the  boats  of  the  Catalonians,  or  to  the  pilot- 
boats  of  the  river  of  Bordeaux  ;  but  they  are 
narrower,  and  have  the  gunwale  lefs  raifed  in  pro- 
portion to  their  length  :  their  ftem  is  alfo  more 
flaring  and  fl:ands  higher.  The  Americans  move 
them  with  paddies  which  appear  intended  to  ferve 
both  for  an  oar  and  an  ofFenfive  weapon  ;  for  the 
blade,  or  the  part  which  is  dipped  into  the  water, 
is  terminated  in  a  point  ;  and,  on  the  whole,  this 
paddle  bears  a  refemblance  to  a  lance. 

No  other  weapon  was  feen  in  their  canoes,  nor 
any  other  European  commodities  than  thofe  which 
have  been  mentioned.  But  their  implements  for 
fifliing  particularly  attrafted  the  attention  of  the 
French  feamen.  A  ftrong  lance,  twelve  or  thirteen 
feet  long,  cut  to  a  point  at  one  of  the  ends,  and 
ftrengthened,  at  certain  diftances,  by  broad  woold- 

ings 
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jDgs  of  cord  which  afford  to  the  hand  points  of 
reft,  and  prevent  it  from  flipping  ;  two  or  three 
lances,  more  flender  and  without  being  ftrength- 
ened,  but  of  the  fame  length  ;  two  or  three  pieces 
of  rope  of  two  inches  or  two  inches  and  a  half  in 
circumference  j  an  equal  number  of  leathern  bot- 
tles, three  feet  long  by  fifteen  inches  diameter, 
filled  with  air;  laftly,  a  cheft  containing  har- 
poons, lines,  fifh-hooks,  and  other  fifhing  gear, 
compofed  the  equipment  of  each  of  the  canoes. 

On  the  requeft  of  the  French,  the  natives  were 
eager  to  explain  to  them,  in  the  beft  way  they 
could,  the  ufe  which  they  make  of  all  this  furni- 
ture ;  and,  as  well  as  our  voyagers  could  compre- 
hend, this  is  the  manner  in  which  they  proceed  in 
their  great  whale-fi(hing.  The  ftrong  lance,  which 
may  be  called  their  unerring  lance,  is  intended 
for  ftriking  the  whale,  when  he  prefents  him- 
felf  on  the  furface  of  the  water  ;  and  never  does 
an  American  fail  to  wound  him  at  the  firft 
ftroke:  inftantly,-  the  flighter  lances  are  em- 
ployed for  darting  the  harpoons,  to  each  of 
which  is  faftened  one  of  the  long  pieces  of  rope  : 
the  other  end  of  the  line  is  fixed  to  one  of  thofe 
large  bladders  filled  with  air  :  this  fort  of  bal- 
loons, floating  on  the  water,  ceafe  not  to  indicate 
the  place  where  to  find  the  whale,  dead  or  wound- 
ed, that  has  carried  with  him  a  harpoon  :  and 
the  fifliermen,  direded  by  this  fignal,  follow  him 
up^  and  celebrate,  by  fongs  of  joy,  their  viâ:ory 
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and  conquefl  *.  But  the  mofl  difficult  is  not, 
undoubtedly,  to  deprive  the  monfler  of  life  ;  it 
remains  for  them  to  get  pofTefîion  of  him  :  and  it 
would  never  be  believed,  if  we  were  not  affiired 
of  the  fadl,  that  with  fkiffs  fo  flight  and  ticklifh,  ag 
canoes  hollowed  out  of  the  trunk  of  a  tree,  a  few 
men  (hould  fucceed  in  dragging,  the  fpace  of  four 
or  five  leagues,  an  enormous  mafs,  and  contrive  to 
run  it  on  fhore  on  a  beach  where  they  can  cut  it 
up  :  it  cannot  be  believed  that  it  was  given  to  men, 
who  are  not  fons  of  gods,  to  execute,  with  the  fole 
help  of  their  hands,  thefe  real  labours  of  Hercu- 
les. It  feems  that  Nature,  by  particularly  ap- 
propriating the  whale  to  the  cold  feas  which  wafh 
the  boreal  and  auflral  fhores,  meant,  in  fome  mea* 
fure,  to  indemnify  and  confole  thofe  unfortunate 
countries  to  which  fhe  has  refufed  the  gift  of 
fertility,  by  endowing  their  inhabitants,  in  a  fupe- 
rior  degree,  with  the  courage  and  dexterity  ne- 
ceifary  for  attacking  and  conquering  the  animal 
that  is  to  fupply  a  part  of  their  wants,  and  whofe 
impofmg  bulk  and  formidable  agility  (hould  feem 
to  fecure  him  from  the  enterprifes  of  an  enemy 
comparatively  fo  weak  as  man.  We  fee  the 
Greenlander,  like  the  Triton  of  the  fable  who  pa- 
rades his  buft  on  the  waters,  alone,  encircled  to 

*  It  appears  that  the  proceedings  employed  in  whaîe-filhing 
by  the  natives  of  Berkley  Sound,  differ  little  from  thofe  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Nootka,  which  have  been  defcribed  by 
Captain  Meares,    {See  his  Voyage,  page  258  and  following.) 

the 
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the  waifl  in  his  fldn-fack,  identified,  in  a  man* 
ner,  with  his  leather  Miï  which  is  fcarcely  above 
the  level  of  the  waves  and  which  he  moves  and 
manages  with  a  double  paddle,  we  fee  him  attack 
with  boldnefs,  and  conquer  by  fkill,  a  living 
mountain,  a  monfter  whofe  immenfe  mouth  would 
be  fufficient  to  fwallow  up,  like  a  gudgeon,  the 
fkiff  and  the  Greenlander. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  American  canoes,  Captain 
Marchand  had  at  firfl  flattered  himfelf  that  they 
brought  furs  :  but  of  thefe  they  were  entirely  de- 
ftitute  ;  and  he  was  foon  certain  that  the  only  mo-* 
tive  of  their  vifit  was  to  gratify  the  curiofity  of 
thofe  who  condudled  them.  At  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  two  other  canoes  approached  the  fliip  j 
the  people  in  them,  contemplated  her  for  a  feyf 
moments,  and  purfued  their  route. 

The  place  where  the  Solide  had  anchored  in 
the  offing,  was  fituated  to  the  weflward  of  the 
northern  point  of  Berkley  Sound,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  two  leagues  and  a  half  or  three  leagues. 
Captain  Marchand  would  willingly  have  re- 
mained at  anchor  till  the  moment  when  a  favour- 
able wind  fhould  permit  him  to  gain  the  harbour  j 
but  an  appearance  of  bad  weather,  and  a  ftrong 
wefterly  fvvell  which  began  to  affed  the  fhip,  deter- 
mined him  to  get  under  fail  and  (land  out  to  fea, 
by  means  of  a  light  breeze  that  blew  from  the 
fouth-fouth-eaft. 


He 
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He  ran  in  for  the  land  again  the  next  day  when 
the  wind  was  favourable  to  his  courfe  ;  but  the  fog 
did  not  yet  allow  him  to  (leer  for  the  entrance  of 
Berkley  Sounds  which  could  not  be  perceived, 
and  for  the  pofition  of  which  in  regard  to  the  fliip 
he  depended  folely  on  the  dead  reckoning.  A 
clear  interval  which  occurred  in  the  afternoon,  ad- 
mitted of  the  land  being  feen  ;  and  the  entrance 
of  Berkley  Sound  was  difcovered  to  the  north- 
eaft  by  eaft,  at  about  four  leagues'  diftance.  At 
the  fame  inftant,  was  perceived,  a  league  and  a  half 
ahead  of  the  (hip,  a  three-mafted  velTel.  Captain 
Marchand  judged  that  fhe  was  coming  out  of  the 
harbour  where  he  intended  to  trade,  or  of  fome 
bay,  ill  its  vicinity  :  and  the  courfe  fhe  was  fleer- 
ing to  the  fouth-fouth-eaflj  left  no  doubt  that 
her  projed:  was,  like  his  own,  to  vifit  the  fouthern 
parts  of  the  coafl.  It  was  therefore  nearly  de- 
monftrated  that  he  would  there  be  anticipated  in 
every  place,  as  he  had  been  in  the  northern  parts  ; 
and  he  relinquifhed  the  idea  of  going  into  Berk- 
ley Sound.  Captain  Marchand  conceived  that, 
in  this  flate  of  things,  what  was  of  moft  confe- 
quence,  was  to  get  the  ftart  in  the  markets  of 
China  of  the  fhips  which  had  got  the  flart  of  him 
on  the  coaft  of  America,  and  to  endeavour  to 
compenfate  for  the  fmallnefs  of  the  cargo  by  the 
advantageous  price  that  might  be  obtained  for  ir* 
This  calculation  was  the  more  jufl,  as  it  might 

be 
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he  confidered  as  probable,  that,  feveral  of  the 
trading  fhips  arriving  at  the  fame  time  on  the  coad 
of  China,  the  competition  of  the  venders  would 
caufe  the  furs  to  fall  to  prices  very  much  below 
their  ordinary  value  in  trade,  or  neceffitate  their 
being  ftored,  in  order  to  wait  for  an  opportunity 
which  might  promife  a  more  favourable  fale  and  a 
profit  lefs  uncertain  i 

The  refolution  of  quitting  the  coafl  was  com-i 
municated  by  Captain  Marchand  to  his  principal 
officers,  and  obtained  general  approbation.  He 
determined  that,  without  any  farther  delay,  he 
would  direft  his  courfe  for  China  ;  that  he  would 
endeavour,  by  carrying  a  prefs  of  fail,  to  fhorten 
the  duration  of  the  pafTage  ;  and  that  he  would 
flop  at  the  Sandwich  Illands,  only  the  time  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  for  procuring  the  fhip  the  fup- 
plies,  and  the  crew  the  refrefhments  of  which  they 
might  fland  in  need. 

The  fhip  that  had  been  perceived  continued  to 
follow  the  courfe  which  fhe  was  fleering  on  com- 
ing out  of  Berkley  Sound  ;  fhe  did  not  make 
known  by  a  flag,  to  what  nation  flie  belonged  ;  but, 
as  it  could  not  be  doubted,  from  the  fight  of  the 
blankets  worn  by  the  Americans  who  had  vifited 
the  Solide,  that  they  were  of  Spanifh  manufac- 
ture, our  voyagers  were  perfuaded  that  the  fhip 
they  had  feen,  was  one  of  the  frigates  which  the 
Spanifh  government  had  difpatched  from  Cadiz, 

before 
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before  the  Solide  had  quitted  France  *.  All  the 
public  papers  of  Europe  announced,  at  the  time, 
that  the  veflels  here  indicated  by  Captain  Mar- 
chand, were  deftined  for  a  Voyage  of  Difcovery  ; 
but  there  is  reafon  to  fufpe^l  and  even  to  believe, 
that  the  Chevalier  de  Male  spina,  to  whom  was 
intrufted  the  command  of  the  expedition,  had,  be- 
fides,  particular  and  fecret  inftruftions  to  vifit,  mofl 
minutely,  all  the  north-west  coaft  of  Ame- 
rica; to  afcettain  whether  the  Englifli  were  not 
undertaking  to  form  there  fome  clandefline  fettle- 
ment  ;  and  to  acquire  certain  information  refpect- 
ing  the  facility,  the  prefumable  extent,  and  the 
produce  of  the  fur- trade,  in  order  that  the  Coun- 
cil of  Castille  might,  one  day,  examine  and 
weigh  in  its  wifdom,  whether  Spain  Ihould  not 
enter  into  competition  in  that  trade,  and,  in  the  ex*- 
ecution  of  this  project,  turn  to  account  the  happy 
fituation  of  the  Philippines,  which  mijft  balance 
with  advantage  that  of  the  fettlements  which  the 
Englifli  poffefs  on  the  coafl:  of  Hindostai^  and  in 
Bengal. 

But,  as  Captain  Marchand  did  not  wifh  that 
the  ftrange  fhip  fhould  be  able  to  judge  of  l>is  route 
by  his  manœuvring,  he  continued  to  fland  in  for 
the  land  till  night  ;  and,  when  he  v/as  certain  that 
the  darknefs  would  no  longer  allow  of  his  being 

*  It  was  fouft:^  in  the  fequel,  that  the  veffol  feen  by  the 
French  belonged  to  the  l/nïted  States, 
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perceived,  he  directed  his  route  for  China,  and 
took  his  departure  from  the  latitude  of  48°  46' 
north,  and  longitude  of  48'  weft  from 

Paris  *• 

*  S<c  Note  XLIV. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Conjeâîure  refpeâing  the  manner  in  which  the  North- 
Weft  Coaji  of  America  may  have  been  peopled,^ 
General  views  of  this  CoaJi  and  of  both  Americas 
in  regard  to  civilization. 

'^HE  weft  coaft  of  North  America,  a  knowledge 
of  which,  though  pofterior  by  three  hundred 
years  to  the  fir  ft  difcovery  of  the  New  Continent, 
was  obtained,  towards  the  clofe  of  this  century, 
deferves  that,  before  we  take  leave  of  it,  we  fhould 
confider  it  under  fome  general  points  of  view,  till 
refearches  more  multiplied,  and  carried  to  a  greater 
depth,  have  enabled  us  to  examine  it  under  par- 
ticular relations.     A  comparifon  of  the  notions 
which  we  have  acquired  of  that  part  of  the  coaft 
comprehended  between  the  fifty-fecond  and  the 
fifty-feventh  parallels,  and  of  the  iflands  which 
are  fituated  in  its  vicinity,  has  led  me  to  form  a 
conjedure  refpeding  the  manner  in  which  this 
portion  of  the  weftern  border  of  America  may 
have  been  peopled,  and  refpeding  the  origin  of 
the  different  tribes  which  are  at  this  day  dilTemi- 
nated  over  its  vaft  extent. 

The  people  who  inhabit  the  north- v/est  coaft 
of  America,  at  the  period  of  the  difcovery,  by 
no  means  appeared  in   that  ftate  of  primitive 
K  K  2  fimplicity 
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fimplîcîty  which,  perhaps,  was  known  on  our  con- 
tinent only  in  the  chimerical  defcriptions  of  our 
poets  :  they  were  even  no  longer  in  the  firft  infancy 
of  focial  life.  The  man  of  nature,  the  man  of  the 
forefts,  is  not  taken  up  with  trifles,  or  fuperflui- 
ties  ;  the  want,  ever-reviving,  of  providing  for  his 
fubfiftence  abforbs  all  his  moral  and  phyfical  facul- 
ties :  the  man  even  who  begins  to  unite  himfelf  in 
family  focieties  has  not  yet  any  other  ideas  than 
thofe  the  objed  of  which  is  the  prefervation  of 
himfelf  and  his  family.  But,  on  the  north- 
west coaft  of  America,  we  have  found  houfes 
with  two  ftories,  fifty  feet  in  length,  thirty-five 
feet  in  breadth,  and  twelve  or  fifteen  feet  in 
height  *,  in  which  the  aifemblage  of  the  framing 
and  the  flrength  of  the  wood  ingenioufly  make  up 
for  the  want  of  the  morçfolid  materials  which,  in 
order  to  be  detached  from  the  fides  of  the  moun- 
tains or  extracted  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth, 
require  machines  too  complicated  for  the  Ameri- 
cans to  have  been  already  able  to  have  invented 
them  :  we  fee,  in  the  fniall  iflands  which  would 
fcarcely  be  thought  habitable  each  habitation 
with  a  portal  that  occupies  the  whole  elevation 
of  the  fore-front,  furmounted  by  wooden  ftatues 
ereft,  and  ornamented  on  its  jambs  with  carved 
figures  of  birds,  fifhes,  and  other  animals  ;  wc 

*  See  page  400,  and  following  of  this  volume.  . 
t  I^id.  page  402. 

there 
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there  fee  a  fort  of  temples  monuments  m  honour 
of  the  deadf;  and,  what,  undoubtedly,  is  no 
lefs  aftonifhing,  pidures  painted  on  wood,  nine 
feet  long  by  five  feet  broad,  on  which  all  the  parts 
of  the  human  body,  drawn  feparately,  are  repre- 
fented  in  different  colours  ;  the  features  of  which, 
partly  effaced,  attefl  the  antiquity  of  the  work,  and 
remind  us  of  thofe  large  pidures,  thofe  em- 
blematical paintings,  thofe  hieroglyphics  which 
ferved  the  people  of  Mexico  in  lieu  of  written 
hiftory  :  all  the  articles  of  furniture  in  ufe  among 
the  natives  are  covered  with  various  ornaments  of 
carved- work,  intaglio,  and  in  relief,  and  fpecies  of 
hieroglyphics  ;  and  thefe  ornaments  are  not  defti- 
tute  of  agreeablenefs  and  of  a  fort  of  perfedion  |  ; 

dreffes, 

*  Seâ  page  408,  of  this  volume, 
f  Ihîd,  pages  407  and  408. 

J  The  editor  of  Dixon's  journal,  whofe  voyage  embraces 
the  whole  of  the  north-ivejl  coaft,  from  Nootka  Sound  to 
Cook's  River,  tells  us,  when  he  is  treating  of  this  coaft  in  gene- 
ral, that  "  the  Indians  are  very  fond  of  maflcs  or  vifors,  and 
various  kinds  of  caps,  fuch  as  birds,  beafts,  fifiies,  and 
"  fometimes  reprefentations  of  the  human  face  ;  they  have 
**  likewife  many  of  thefe  devices  carved  in  wood,  and  fome 
**  of  them  far  from  being  ill  executed."^ 

"  Whether  or  no  they  make  ufe  of  any  hieroglyphics  to 
"  perpetuate  the   memory  of  events,"  adds  he,  "  I  cannot 
fay  ;  though  their  numerous  drawings  of  birds  and  fifties, 
and   their  carved  reprefentations  of  animals  and  human 
**  faces,  might,  perhaps,  warrant  a  fuppofition  of  the  kind- 
Many  of  thefe  carvings  are  'weîl  proportionedy  and  executed 
nvith  a  confiderahle  degree  of  ingenuity,  ivhich  appears  rather 
extraordinary  amongjl  a  people  fo  remote  from  â'vilized  refine* 
K  X  3  **  ment* 
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dreffes,  ftudied  and  whimfical,  but  very  complex 
and  varied,  are  referved  for  games,  feftivals,  cere- 
monieSj  and  battles  *  :  laflly,  among  thefe  people 
arc  found  flutes  or  Pan^s  pipes^  with  eleven  tubes  f 
and  the  harp,  that  complicated  inflrument,  was 
known  there  in  ancient  times,  fince  they  have  the 
reprefentation  of  it  in  fome  of  their  carvings. 
Thus  architecture,  fculpture,  painting,  and  mufic, 
are  found  united,  and  in  fome  meafure  natural- 
ized, in  a  country  whofe  inhabitants,  in  other  re- 
fpeCls,  flill  appear  in  the  ftate  of  favages. 

It  is  not  in  purfuing  the  animals  of  the  forefts^ 
that  the  inhabitant  of  the  north-west  coaft,  who 
at  this  day  appears  to  make  hunting  his  principal 
occupation^  becaufe  want  didates  it,  can  have  ac- 
quired the  idea  of  a  compound  architecture,  and 
of  that  tafte,  that  talent  of  imitation.  The  hunter, 
on  returning  from  his  fport,  refis  himfelf,  ears. 


"  mefit.  But  then  lus  muji  confider  that  on  the  norlh-ivejl  eoafi 
of  America  this  art  is  Jar  f  rom  being  in  its  infancy  ;  a  fond- 
**  nefs  for  carving  and  fculpture  was  difcovered  amongfl;  thefe 
**  people  by  Captain  Cook  :  iron  implements  were  then  alfo 
*'  in  ufe  ;  and  their  knives  are  fo  very  thin  that  they  bend 
them  into  a  variety  of  forms,  which  anfwers  their  every 
purpofe  nearly  as  well  as  if  they  had  recourfe  to  a  carpen- 
ter's  tool-cheft.    At  what  period  iron  was  introduced  on 
"  this  coail  is  very  uncertain,  but  it  miift,  doubtlefs,  be  a 
"  confiderable  time  ago  ;  and  I  may  venture  to  affert  that 
"  their  implements  are  not  of  Englifh  manufacture,  fo  that 
*'  there  is  little  doubt  of  their  being   obtained   from  the 
<«  Ruffians/'    (See  Dixon's  Voyage,^zgtz  242  and  243.) 

*  See^zgQ.  333  of  this  volume. 

and 
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and  fleeps  ;  the  hut  which  fcarcely  fufHces  for  Ihel- 
tering  him  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
fufHces  alfo  for  his  habitual  abode,  and  he  neither 
endeavours  nor  thinks  to  enlarge  or  adorn  it  : 
luxury,  fuperfluities,  and  the  agreeable  arts,  even 
rudely  executed,  belong  only  to  the  man  who, 
having  leifure,  is  tormented  by  the  want  of  employ- 
ing his  idlenefs.  It  may  therefore  be  concluded 
that  the  people,  at  this  day  given  up  to  hunting, 
among  whom  the  tafte  of  thefe  arts  is  prevailing 
and  their  general  employment,  have  not  created 
them  in  the  folitude  of  the  woods;  that  they 
brought  them  thither  from  fome  other  place  ;  that 
they  have  borrowed  them  ;  and  that  it  defcends 
not  originally  from  a  people  who  have  been  no- 
thing but  hunters. 

If  we  examine  the  inhabitants  of  the  north- 
west coafl  in  moral  points  of  view,  we  difcover 
other  veftiges  of  ancient  civilization.  We  find,  ia 
the  languages  fpoken,  a  multiplicity  of  words  which 
favage  people  have  not,  and  which  befpeaks  the 
abundance  of  their  conceptions  *  :  we  are  afto- 
niflied  at  the  advancement  of  their  reafon,  which  - 
renders  them  capable  of  feizing  abftrad  ideas  f , 
explained,  as  it  were,  by  figns  and  geflures,  fince 
they  are  thus  conveyed  to  them  by  ftrangers  who 
fcârcely  know  a  few  words  of  the  language  of 
him  who  liftens,  and  the  only  one  that  he  un- 
derftands  :  we  admire  the  efforts  of  genius  flrug- 

*  See  page  364  of  this  volume.  f  lèîd,  page  37  J. 

K  K  4  gling 


J04  MARCHANDAS   VOYAGE.  [Sept*  179t. 

gling  with  little  means,  and  yet  with  fuccefs,  againfl 
great  difficulties  *  ;  in  their  naval  architedure,  a 
perfedion  which,  in  miniature,  equals  that  of  oursf  ; 
in  the  management  of  their  canoes,  a  dexterity 
that  we  could  fcarcely  match  ;  in  all  their  handi- 
craft works,  a  degree  of  refinement  and  a  finifli 
that  denote  an  induftry  anciently  improved  by 
principles  which  time  has  not  been  entirely  able 
to  deftroy  :  their  fingular  intelligence  and  fkill  in 
barter  J,  their  cunning  even,  lead  us  to  think  that 
this  kind  of  traffic  is  of  a  remote  date  among 
them  ;  and  that  it  is  not  we  who  have  introduced 
it  :  in  Ihort,  the  fixed  and  determined  idea  which 
they  have  of  property  §,  inclinés  us  to  prefume  the 
exillence  of  a  fort  of  focial  compad,  didlated  by 
Nature,  fandioned  by  Reafon^  and  obferved  among 
them  more  religioufly,  perhaps,  than  if  penal  laws 
commanded  its  obfervatice* 

If  ever  we  come  to  uhderfland  the  different  lail- 
guages  fpoken  on  the  different  points  of  the  coafl, 
perhaps  in  thofe  concerts  in  parts  which  they  repeat 
in  a  family  way,  after  their  meals  and  in  the  hours 
of  reft  j|,  and  in  which  each  by-ftander  mingles 
his  voice,  with  a  compofure  of  the  fenfes  which  an- 
nounces that  of  the  mind,  perhaps  we  fhall  difcover 
fome  trace  of  their  origin,  or  the  fable  that  ferves 
them  in  lieu  of  hiftory  ;  thefe  fongs  may  be  an 

*  See-p^gc  405  of  this  volume^  and  preceding. 

f  Hid.  page  346.  '\.  Jh'id*  page  358. 

i  Ih'id,  page  359.  [j  Ih'ul  page  354, 

oral 
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oral  tradition,  as  well  as  their  hieroglyphics  a 
written  one  ;  a  people  who  fing  are  a  poetical 
people  ;  and  it  is  well  known  that,  in  all  countries, 
poets  were  the  firft  hiflorians,  and  that  the  firfl 
hiftory  was  nothing  more  than  a  colledlion  of 
fongs. 

For  want  of  a  guide,  let  us  try  in  the  dark,  m 
the  obfcurity  which  envelops  the  lirfl  information, 
that  the  prefent  pofieffors  of  Mexico  acquired  at 
the  time  of  their  invauon,  whether  we  (hall  not 
find  fome  point  of  red  on  which  we  may  hazard 
a  furmife  that,  if  it  appear  fufficiently  well* 
founded,  may  at  leaf!:,  by  calling  to  this  objed  the 
attention  and  the  inquiries  of  the  learned,  give  rife 
fome  day  to  a  more  fubftantial  conjeclure. 

If  it  be  true,  as  every  thing  feems  to  prove^ 
that  Asia  peopled  the  weil  coafl  of  North  Ame- 
rica ;  if  we  are  to  place  any  faith  in  the  traditions 
which  the  Mexicans  had  concerning  their  own 
origin,  and  which ^  imperfect  as  they  were,  had 
been  preferved  with  more  care  and  deferved  m^ore 
confidence  than  thofe  of  any  people  of  the  two 
Americas,  we  might  believe  with  them  that  their 
anceftors  came  from  a  diflant  country,  fituated 
to  the  north- weft  of  their  empire  :  they  even 
pointed  out  the  different  places  where  thefe  Gran- 
gers had  flopped  in  advancing  gradually  into  the 
provinces  inland  ;  and  this  is  precifely  the  route 
which  they  muft  have  held,  fuppofing  that  they 

came 
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came  from  the  north  of  Asia  *.  In  fa£l,  the  tranf- 
tnigration  mufl  have  begun  to  be  effeâed  on  the 

northern 

*  The  defcriptïon  which  the  Mexicans  gave  of  the  perfon, 
of  the  manners,  and  of  the  mode  of  life  of  their  anceftois  at  this 
period,  is  the  faithful  pi6lure  of  the  favage  tribes  of  the  Tartar* 
from  whom  they  aie  fuppofed  to  be  defcended.  {Roberifon*s 
Hijlory  of  Amsrkay  Book  IV.) 

According  to  Clav'tgero  [Htflory  of  Mexico^  the  tradition  of 
the  Mexicans  imph't-d  that,  previ^ufly  to  the  foundation  of 
the  Empire,  towards  the  year  1 1 60,  they  inhabited  a  country 
called  /.%tlmh  lîtuated  to  the  north  and  not  far  from  the 
Gulf  of  California  (this  is  the  pofition  of  the  nortb-'cuefi  coaft 

America  to  the  north  of  the  VerrhiUon  Sea).  In  advancing 
tov/ards  the  fouth  they  at  fii  fl  croffcd  the  Rio  Colorado^,  which 
îtas  its  mouth  at  the  top  of  the  Gulf  of  Qal'tfornia^  then  la  Gilpa^ 
which  is  a  branch  of  the  Colorado;  and  this  latter  paffage  was 
înade  in  a  place  where  are  Hill  feen  the  remains  of  a  great 
ftruéhire  which  they  had  raifed.  {See  the  Englifh  tranfiation 
of  Ch.mgerd'tvicixky  under  the  title  of  Hijiory  of  Mexkoy  coU 
hBedfrom  Spanj/h  and  Mexican  Hiflarians^  &:c,  London,  3787. 
vol.  ii.  pages.  208  to  210.  ) 

The  ignorance  of  the  conquerors  of  Mexico,  who,  in  their 
e-^peditions,  had  no  other  objeft  than  to  find  and  colîeft  gold, 
has  left  in  obfcurity  the  annaîs  of  this  empire  %  amid  the 
thick  gloom  which  furrounds  its  cradle,  v/e  can  only  diftin- 
guifii  that  its  foundation  is  not  ancient  ;  and  in  referring  it 
to  the  begiuning  of  the  thirteenth  century  of  the  Chriftian  era, 
we  carry  it  back  as  far  as  conjeftures  and  probabilities  can 
authorize. 

According  to  Dr.  Relnhold  Forfer  "  The  ancient  Mexicans 
and  Peruvians  feem  to  be  defcended  from  thofe  nations 

«  whom  Knhlal-Khan  fen t  to  conquer  and  who  w^et^e 

difperied  by  a  dreadful  ftorm  ;  and  it  is  probable,"  .adds  he, 
that  fome  of  them  Vvere  thrown  on  the  coaft  of  Amerha, 
and  there  formed  thofe  two  great  empires,  Mexico  and  Feru.^^ 

{Btc  Relnhold  FoiJIer^ s  Ohfervatwns^  Seepage  316.) 

However 
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northern  parts  of  the  weft  coaft  of  America  ;  and 
foon,  infenfibly  attrafted  'by  the  allurement  of  a 
progreliive  increafe  of  heat,  towards  the  places 
which  the  fun  lights  longer  and  fecundifies  by  its 
prefence,  part  of  the  tranfplanted  Afiatics  may 
have  reached  the  fertile  plains  of  Mexîco,  where 
the  beauty  of  the  climate  and  the  richnefs  of  the 
foil  muft  have  determined  them  to  fix  their  abode. 
But,  when  terror  which  marched  before  Cop.tes, 


However  juft  the  deference  we  muft  have  for  an  opinion 
broached  by  Dr.  Forjltr^  I  could  not  propofe  to  adopt  this  : 
in  fad:,  when  we  know  the  fort  of  veffels  which  Kuhlai-Khwn 
may  have  been  able  to  difpatch  from  the  coaft:  of  Jljia  in  or- 
der to  fend  them  to  conquer  Japan^  when  we  know  the  coo- 
ilru(^ion  of  the  Chinefe  iunks  and  the  manner  of  navig-atin<^ 
them,  w€  cannot  conclude  with -For/?/?/-,  ih^it  it  is  proùai^à' thzt 
tlieTe  junks,  after  having  been  difperfed  by  a  ftorm,  were 
driven  three  thoiifand  niarine  leagues  from  the  place  whence  they 
took  their  departure,  touched  on  the  north-  nvejl  coaft  of  Ame- 
rica, and,  after  a  paftage  of  four  thoufand  leagues ,  arrived  on  the 
coaft  of  Peru:  we  may  even  obferve  that,  to  reach  this  latter 
point,  they  would  have  to  crofs,  diagonally,  againft  the  wind, 
all  the  part  of  the  torrid  zone  comprehended  between  Afia. 
and  America  ;  and  it  is  well  known  that  even  for  modern  fhips 
and  navigators,  this  paftage  would  prefent  great  difficulties, 
and  require  too  confiderable  a  portion  of  time  for  us  to  b,e  able 
to  fuppofe  that  the  junks  were  provided  with  the  quantity  of 
provifions  and  water  nccefii^ry  for  fo  long  a  run.  I  add  that 
the  palTage  of  the  Afiatics  into  America  by  the  fhips  of  Kullai'' 
Khan  would  fcarcely  be  more  probable,  if  it  v/ere  meant  that 
the  whole  of  the  junks  had  landed  on  the  ?iorth -  ivcjl  coaft,  or 
even  on  that  of  Mexico;  for  the  men  who,  in  this  hypothefis, 
would  be  fuppofed  to  have  founded  the  empire  of  the  fouth, 
would  have  had  to  travel  about  a  thoufand  leagues  by  land  (and 
by  what  roads  !)  in  order  to  repair  from  Mexico  to  .}  cru, 

6  who 
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tvho  came  from  the  eaft,  drove  the  Mexicans  from 
the  centre  of  the  empire  towards  the  points  of 
the  circumference  oppofite  to  the  courfe  of  the  de- 
folating  torrent,  then  a  part  of  the  new  Americans 
muft  have  gone  towards  the  north-wefl,  rather 
than  towards  the  fouth-eaft  where  the  country,  too 
much  confined  between  the  two  oceans,  and  occu- 
pied by  inacceffible  mountains,  afforded  too  little 
fpace  to  flight,  too  few  refources  for  the  wants  of 
life  :  like  the  defencelefs  flock  purfuedf  by  â  wild 
beafl,  their  routed  famiHes  mufl  have  quickened 
their  fleps,  and  not  have  flopped  in  -their  courfe 
till  there  was  no  land  before  them.  Having 
reached  thecoafls  wafhed  by  the  Great  Western 
Sea,  they  have  fcattered  themfelves  over  this  im- 
menfe  border  where  the  ocean,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  foreffs,  on  the  other,  offered  them  a  dou- 
ble mean  of  fubfiflence  ;  and  they  muft  have  left 
in  the  intervals  of  the  fettlements  which  they  form* 
ed  according  to  the  different  diredions  that  they 
had  kept  in  their  flight,  fome  of  the  primitive 
fettlements  of  the  various  tribes  who  had  not  been 
able  to  quit  the  coaft  at  the  period  when  others 
had  forfaken  it  in  order  to  form  an  empire. 
Happy  flill  thofe  whom  an  irrefiftible  force  drove 
away  from  their  natal  land  !  Happy  to  find  again 
m  the  ancient  forefts  of  their  forefathers,  an  afy- 
lum  againft  the  inquifition  of  cupidity,  againft  ty- 
ranny, and  ilavery,  which,  of  the  finefl  empire  of 

the 
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the  New  World,  in  an  inftant,  but  perhaps ^ 
for  ever,  made  a  vafl  foHtiide  ! 

It  is  not  therefore  without  the  fphere  of  proba^ 
bility  that  the  nortfi-west  coast  fhould  reckon 
three  fpecies  of  inhabitants  ;  of  the  firft  date,  the 
men  who  might  belong  originally  to  the  very  foil 
of  America,  if,  however,  we  are  to  adopt  the- 
opinion,  that  this  large  country  had  its  own  men 
or  aborigines,  as  it  has  its  animals  and  its  plants  : 
of  the  fécond  date,   the  Afiatics   of  the  north, 
whofe  tranfmigration  is   attefred  by  the  ancient 
chronicle  of  Mexico  :  laflly,  and  of  the  third 
date,  the  Mexicans  who  had  fled  for  refuge  to  the 
coaft  after  the  deftrudion  of  their  empire.    But,  if 
we  may  judge  from  the  notions  which  we  have  ac- 
quired refpecting  this  part  of  the  New  Continent, 
the  laft  fpecies  of  inhabitants  appears  to  prevail 
over  the  firil  two  :  every  where,   as  has  been 
feen,  appear  the  traces  of  an  ancient  civilization; 
every  thing  indicates  that  the  men,  with  whom  we 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  being  acquainted, 
have  belonged  to  a  great  people  j  and  that  this 
people  were  not  a  nation  of  hunters  j  for  they 
were  fond  of  the  agreeable  arts,  and  knew  how 
to  multiply  the  productions  of  them  :  in  (hort,  the 
tribes  which  at  this  day  we  meet  whh  difleminated 
over  the  north-w^est  coaft,  feem  to  be  the  re* 
mains  of  a  large  fociety  ;  and  this  large  fociety  can 
be  no  other  than  that  which  the  union  of  a  great 
number  of  wandering  hordes,  aflembled  under  a 

chief. 
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chief,  had  formed,  three  centuries  ago,  in  the  vafl: 
plains  of  Mexico,  where  they  had  built  cities  and 
founded  an  empire. 

This  conie6lure  may  appear  hazarded  ;  and  as, 
till  now,  the  information  which  we  have  acquired, 
prefents  in  its  fupport  no  proof  that  cannot,  if  not 
be  deftroyed,  at  leaft  be  combated,  I  ought  not  to 
endeavour  to  defend  it  by  thofe  fubfi diary  and  far- 
fetched means,  by  which  fome  men  frequently  en- 
deavour to  prop  a  fyftem.  I  fliall  confine  myfelf 
to  anfwering  two  objections  which  I  have  ftarted 
againfl  myfelf,  and  which,  doubtlefs,  might  occur 
ÎO  others. 

The  firft  is  the  diverfity  of  the  languages  fpoken 
on  the  NORTH-wERT  coafl:  'of  America,  which, 
at  very  little  diftances,  differ  abfolutely  from  each 
other.  For  inftance,  the  language  of  Tchinkita- 
NAY,  as  has  beenfeen,  appears  to  have  no  affinity  to 
that  of  NooTKA,  which  is  at  no  great  diflance, 
nor  even  to  that  of  Qiteen  Charlotte's  Iflands 
which  are  at  a  flili  lefs  diflance  ;  and  we  might 
think  ourfelves  jurtified  in  concluding  from  this 
difference,  which,  in  general,  is  a  tolerably  certain 
indication  of  the  difference  of  origins,  that  the  tribes 
that  occupy  thefe  three  points  of  the  coafl,  al- 
though very  fimilar  at  this  day,  cannot  have  had 
a  common  origin. 

I  fhall  firfl  anfvver  that  the  identity  of  languages 
may  probably  prove  the  identity  of  origin  ;  but 
that  their  diverfity  is  not  always  a  proof  that  the 

origin 
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origin  of  the  people  is  not  common  :  travel  along 
the  Guif  of  Gascony,  the  weft  coaft  of  France, 
from  Brest  to  Bayonne,  you  will  hear  fpoken 
three  languages  which  have  not  between  them  any 
fimilitude.  Bas  Breton^  French,  and  Bifcayan,  would 
you  thence  conclude  that  the  inhabitants  of  this 
coaft  have  not  a  remote  common  origin  ? 

Do  not  therefore  conclude,  from  the  inhabitants 

of   TCHINKITANAY,    thofe    of    QUEEN  ChaR« 

lotte's  Iftands  and  thofe  of  Nootka,  fpeaking 
different  languages,  that  the  men  fettled  at  this 
day  on  the  three  points  of  the  coaft,  come  not 
from  Mexico  in  their  remote  origin.  I  even  find, 
for  this  difference  of  languages,  feveral  explanations 
which,  I  think,  will  not  appear  forced. 

Firft,  I  obferve  that,  if,  as  is  probable,  the  re- 
fugees from  Mexico,  on  their  return  into  their 
ancient  country,  intermingled  the  new  fettlements 
which  they  formed,  with  old  fettlements  of  the 
primitive  inhabitants  of  the  coaft,  originally  their 
anceftors,  they  may  probably  have  brought  back 
thither  no  remnant  of  the  pi  imitive  language  which, 
for  a  long  time  paft,  may  have  ceafed  to  be  theirs  :  it 
is  well  known  that  the  favage  nations  have  a  very 
rude,  very  circumfcribed  language  ;  and  it  is  na- 
tural to  fuppofe  that  the  firft  Aftatico-Americans 
of  the  NORTH-WEST  coaft,  after  having  eftablifhed 
a  great  empire  in  Mexico,  muft,  in  order  to  ex- 
prefs  their  new  ideas,  have  created  a  language, 
and  even  feveral  particular  dialeds,  in  which  the 

words 
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words  of  the  firft  language,  which  may  have  been 
mcorgorated  into  it,  muft,  by  getting  poHfhed  by 
the  way,  have  been  disfigured  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  they  are  become  incognizable  to  the  primitive 
inhabitants  of  the  coaft,  as  the  primitive  language 
h  itfelf  become  incognizable  to  the  refugees  of 
Mexico  who  fpoke  the  new  languages. 

But  I  go  farther  :  and,  fupporting  myfelf  by 
the  teftimony  and  authority  of  the  learned  Cla- 
viGERo,  wKo,  In  his  History  of  Mexico,  tells  us 
that,  on  the  fpace  which  the  empire  occupied,  were 
reckoned  t/jirty-Jive  idioms  ah/olutely  different  from 
each  other  *.  I  fliall  fay  that,  even  fuppofmg  that 
all  the  tribes  which  at  prefent  occupy  the  north- 
west coafl:  as  far  as  the  elbow  and  the  bend  of 
the  New  Continent  towards  the  weft,  came  latterly 
from  Mexico,  and  that,  in  former  times,  there 
had  not  remained  on  this  coaft  any  of  the  tranf- 
planted.  Afiatics,  ftill  it  would  not  be  aftonifliing,  I 
fhall  even  add  t;hat  it  would  be  in  the  order  of 
things  and  events,  that  thefe  tribes  fliould  fpeak 
languages  abfolutely  different  ;  for  the  tranfmi- 
gration  muft  have  principally  taken  place  in  the 
provinces  the  moft  remote  from  the  centre  of  the 
empire,  where  the  fword  had  deftroyed  or  fubdued 
every  thing,  from  thofe  of  the  weft,  of  the  north, 
and  even  of  the  fouth  :  now,  it  is  probable,  and 

*  TIi€  reader  will  not  be  fiirpriTed  at  this,  if  he  reflect  that 
the  Mexican  nation  was  formed  of  the  union  of  a  great  number 
of  wandering  hordes  who  had  affembled  under  a  chief. 

I  might 
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I  might  even  fay  that  it  is  proved^  that  in  Mexi- 
co, which,  in  this  refpeâ:,  is  not  likely  to  differ . 
from  the  empires  of  Europe,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  frontiers  did  not  fpeak,  nor  even  underftand 
the  language  of  the  capital,  fince  there  were  reck- 
oned on  the  territory  which  it  occupied  thirty- 
five  idioms  abfolutely  different  ;  and  it  is  known 
that  a  very  fmall  diftance  is  fufficient  for  conftituting 
an  entire  difference  between  the  languages  of  two 
portions  of  the  fame  country.  Thus,  fuppofmg 
even  that  the  whole  of  the  north-west  coaft 
were  at  this  day  inhabited  only  by  Mexican  re- 
fugees, if,  as  we  mull:  imagine,  they  come  prin- 
cipally from  different  points  of  the  frontiers,  the 
diverfity  of  the  languages  is  rather  a  proof  in  fa- 
vour of  their  Mexican  and  common  origin,  than 
it  would  be  an  objedion  againft  this  conjecture. 

Thus  it  is  that  we  explain  very  naturally  how 
NooTKA  and  Tchinkitanay,  though  diffant 
from  each  other  only  about  forty  leagues,  ^may 
have  idioms  abfolutely  different  ;  and  how,  at 
Queen  Charlotte's  Iflands,  though  fituated 
between  thofe  two  points,  and  feparated  from  the 
çontinent  only  by  an  arm  of  the  fea  which  is  not 
more  than  twenty  leagues  wide,  there  may  be 
fpoken  a  third  language  which  bears  no  refem- 
blance  whatever  either  to  that  of  Nootka,  or  to 
that  of  Tchinkitanay. 

We  find,  as  is  feen,  feveral  caufes  of  the  diver- 
fity which  is  remarked  in  the  languages  of  the 

VOL,  I.  L  L  NORTH- 
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NORTH-WEST  coaft  J  and  no  reafon  prefents  itfelf 
that  contradicls  the  conje6lure  of  the  tranfplanta- 
tion  to  this  coaft  of  a  part  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Mexico  after  the  deftrudion  of  the  empire.  It 
may  fo  happen  that  fonie  of  thefe  different  jdioms 
may  be  the  mother-tongue .  of  the  Afiatico- Ameri- 
cans, the  primitive  inhabitants    of  the  north- 
v/EsT  coaft,  that  of  which  feme  trace  might  be 
again  found  of  the  principal  language  of  Mexico, 
whither  fuch  of  the  firft  inhabitants  as  abandoned 
the  fea-fliore  muO:  have  repaired  :  and  I  am  of 
opinion  that  it  is  particularly  in  the  iflands  that  it 
may  be  preferved  :  for  thofe  of  the  tranfpljnted 
Afiatics  v/ho,  originally,  may  have  fettled  there, 
mufl  have  been  iefs  inclined  to  quit  the  fea,  in  order 
Î0  fpread  themfelves  over  the  interior  of  the  conti- 
nent, than  thofe  who  were  wandering  about  the 
coaft  :  the  iflander  is  fenfibk  of  the  value  of  an 
infulated  country,  of  the  advantage  of  that  wide 
ditch  which  furrounds  him  and  protects  him  from 
an  invafion  or  a  furprife  :   and   feldom   is-  he 
tempted  to  tranfplant  himfelf  to  the  continent, 
where  he  mufl  be  apprehenfive  of  finding  neigh- 
bours, enemies,  and  too  frequently  a  mafl^r  and  aix 
opprefTof.    It  is  alfo  in  an  ifland,  in  that  to  which 
NooTK  A  belongs,  that  we  find  the  language  which 
appears  to  have  the  moft  affinity  to  the  Mexican 
tongue  ;  and  this  too,  of  the  three  places  whofe 
idioms  we  have  compared  *,  is  that  which  is  neareft 

*  .S'^'f,  page  380  of  this  volume. 

to 
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to  Mexico.    We  might  therefore  imagine  that 
NooTKA  has  preferved  the  primitive  language  of 
the  Afiatico- Americans,  and  that  a  few  words  of  it 
have  palTed  into  the  principal  language  of  Mexico. 
Andb-rson,  who  has  compiled  a  vocabulary  of 
the  language  of  Nootka,  with  which  Captain 
Cook  has  enriched  the  journal   of  his  third 
voyage  *,  tells  us  that  "  from  the  few  Mexican 
words  he  was  able  to  procure,  there  is  the  moft 
"  obvious  agreement,  in  the  very  frequent  termi- 
"  nations  of  the  words  in  /,  /Z^f,  or  throughout 
"  the  language."     "  May  we  not,"  fays  Cap- 
tain King,  who  fuperintended    the  printing  of 
Cook's  Journal,  "  may  we  not,  in  confirmation 
"  of  Mr.  Anderson's   remark,   obferve,  that 
"  Opulfzthly  the  NooTKA  name  of  the  fun  ;  Vit^ 
"  zipufzlif  the  name  of  the  Mexican  divinity^  to 
"  which  they  gave  the  titles  of  omnipotent,  of 
Lord  of  the  world,  have  no  diftant  affinity  in 
"  found       I  think  that  we  might  improve  on 
the  remark  of  Captain  King,  and  fay  that  this 
analogy  is  fo  manifeft,  fo  near  the  identity,  that 
the  learned,  accuftomed  to  ftudy  languages,  to 
compare  them  with  each  other,  and  to  deduce 
from  this  comparifon,  affinities  either  near  or  re- 

*  Coop  s  Third  Foyage^  vol.  ii.  page  336. 

f  Which  the  ÉngHfli  write  hhl.  A  fpecimen  may  be  feen 
of  the  numerical  terms  of  Nootka  which  I  have  mentioned  in 
page  380  of  this  volume  of  the  final  letters  of  the  words  Aha- 
quohhtf  eight,  and  Tfaii^aquulihl^  nine,  are  Mexican. 
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mote,  might  fmd  in  the  two  words  mentioned  more 
than  one  trait  of  refemblance,  whether  in  the 
words  themfelves  confidered  grammatically,  or  in 
the  objeds  and  in  the  idea  of  which  they  are  the 
expreffion. 

I  will  not  pufti  farther  this  difcuffion,  the  fub- 
jeâ:  of  which  I  have,  in  a  mannerj,  only  pointed 
out  ;  it  would  require  an  explanation  that  would 
carry  me  beyond  the  limits  to  which  I  muft  con- 
fine myfelf  :  it  may  be  fufficient  for  me  to  have 
partly  fliewn  in  what  has  juft  been  faid,  that,  if  the 
different  tribes  diffeminated  over  the  north-west 
coaft  of  America  fpeak  not  the  fame  tongue, 
if  their  languages  offer  not  even  any  fimilitude,  it 
muft  not  thence  be  concluded  that  the  greater  part 
of  thefe  tribes  came  not  from  Mexico  after  the 
deftruction  of  the  empire  :  the  difference  of  the 
languages  may,  as  has  been  feen,  be  accounted  for  ; 
and  it  would  fortify  rather  than  weaken  the  con- 
jedure  of  the  tranfmigration  from  Mexico  to  the 
coaft. 

We  might  obtain  knowledge  more  dire^l,  inform- 
ation more  precife  refpeding  the  inhabitants  of  the 
NORTH-WEST  coaft  through  the  Englifh  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company  :  eftablifhed  in  this  inland  fea,. 
the  circumference  of  which  they  occupy  exclufive- 
ly,  and  which  runs  upwards  of  three  hundred  ma- 
rine leagues  into  the  interior  of  North  America, 
through  latitudes  which  are  the  fame  as  thofe  of 
fome  of  the  known  parts  of  the  north-west  coaft> 

they 
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they  might,  by  pufliing  their  fettlements,  or  merely 
their  furveys,  towards  the  weft,  gradually  reach 
the  coaft  of  the  Great  Boreal  Ocean.  We 
fee  in  the  general  charts  of  the  world,  publifhed. 
in  1790  and   1794,  by  the  Englilh  geographer 
Arrowsmith,  that  the  agents  of  the  Company- 
have  already  extended  their  excurfions  as  far  as 
two  hundred  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  the  weftern 
coaft  of  Hudson's  Bay  :  it  is  well  known  that 
having  already  reached  Stony  Mount,  they  have 
discovered  paflages  through  this  chain  of  moun- 
tains ;  and  there  remains  nor  a  fpace  of  more  than 
two  hundred  leagues  to  traverfe,  for  the  communi- 
cation between  the  eaft  coaft  and  the  weft  to  be 
open  and  known.    If  thefe  vaft  deferts,  where 
fcattered  hordes,  honoured  with  the  name  of  na^ 
tions^  occupy  here  and  there  fmall  diftrids,  can 
ever  become  pradlicable  to  Europeans  ;  if  ever  the 
eye  of  a  philofophic  obferver  can  penetrate  into 
them,  perhaps  it  will  become  poffible  to  difcover 
fome  trace  of  the  progrefs  which  the  population 
of  North  America  has  followed  ;  to  learn  by 
what  means  the  inhabitants  of  the  north-west 
coaft  had  procured  the  iron  and  copper  with  which 
they  were  found  to  be  provided  before  the  arrival 
of  the  firft  European  veflels  on  their  coaft,  and 
what  communications  they  maintained  with  the  na* 
tions  that  occupy  the  interior,  and  perhaps,  from 
tribe  to  tribe,  with  thofe  of  the  eaft  coaft  ;  to  de- 
termine^  in  fhort,  that  fort  of  line  of  demarcation 
J-  L  3  which 
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which  mufl  exifl,  although  partly  effaced  by  time, 
between  the  men  of  Europe  who,  in  former  ages, 
peopled  America  from  the  eaft,  and  the  men  of 
Asia  who  peopled  it  from  "the  weft. 

But  this  is  dwelling  too  long  on  a  dream;  I  mufl 
not  forget  that  the  interefl  of  the  fciences  and  the 
progrefs  of  human  knowledge  will  always  find  an 
invincible  adverfary  in  the  mercantile  intereft  of 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  :  the  fear  of  admit  - 
ting  others  to  a  fhare  of  a  lucrative  trade,  renders 
them  cautious,  to  an  excefs,  not  to  fuffer  its 
fources  to  be  known  ;  and  the  learned  of  their  own 
nation  have  too  frequently,  and  always  without 
fuccefs,  made  them  the  reproach  that  they  deferve 
for  their  concealment  and  the  impenetrable  myftery 
with  which  they  envelop  their  operations  and  te- 
fearches,  for  it  to  be  allowable  to  hope  that  the  voice 
pf  a  foreigner,  if  ever  it  fliould  penetrate  into  the 
counting-houfes  of  the  company,  could  induce 
ihem  to  reveal  to  mankind  part  of  the  common 
habitation,  the  knowledge  of  which  they  wifh,  for 
the  fake  of  their  intereft,  to  referve  exclufively  to 
themfelves  *o 

After 

*  In  the  courfe  of  the  war  wbich  France  carried  into  Jîme- 
rica,  in  order  to  confolidate  the  independence  of  the  United 
States^  La  Feroufe,  commanding  a  divifion  compofed  of  a  fhip 
of  the  line  and  a  frigate,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  fettle- 
ments  of  the  Engliih  company  in  Huàjon^^  Bay.  Among  the 
papers  which  were  found  in  the  principal  fort,  was  the  manu- 
fcript  of  a  very  iîîteieftrng  journey,  performed  in  1772,  by  Mr. 

Hearne^ 
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After  having  anfwered  the  objedion  that  might, 
be  drawn  from  the  diverfity  of  languages,  againft 
the  tranfmigration  of  the  refugees  of  Mexico  on 
the  weft;  coaft  of  North  America,  I  muftprefent 
another  which  might  apparently  feem  better 
founded  ;  but  which,  on  examination,  will  appear 
only  fpecious. 

How  happens  it,  will  it  be  faid,  that  the  refugees 
of  Mexico,  faOiioned  to  government  and  to  obe- 


Hearne^  the  then  commandant  of  thefe  fettlements.  He  had 
afcended  rivers,  croffcd  lakes,  and,  after  long  fatigues,  reached 
\  the  extreme  coad  of  that  part  America^  beyond  the  polar 
circle,  whence  he  had  difcovered  the  Boreal  or  Hyperhovesn  Sea, 
La  Pcroufe  not  willing  to  ufe  the  right  of  conqueft  ;  he 
generoufly  refliDred  to  Mr.  Hearne  a  work  which  he  was  pleafed 
to  confider  as  the  perfonal  property  of  tliat  commandant,  al- 
though the  journey  had  been  performed  by  the  orders  and  at 
the  expenfe  of  the  company  :  however  he  annexed  to  this  fa- 
-  vour  a  condition  to  which  Mr.  Hearne  made  no  difncuky  to 
fubfcribe  ;  this  was  to  engage  to  print  and  publifii  the  journal 
of  his  voyage  as  foon  as  he  fhould  return  to  England, 

This  publication  was  a  long  time  expeded  ;  I  have  been  told 
that  there  had  at  length  appeared  an  account  of  Mr.  Heartie^ 
journey  ;  and  no  one  doubted  that,  having  given  his  word,  he 
would  do  honour  to  this  engagem.ent.  But  has  he  been  at  lir 
berty  to  relate  all  he  faw,  to  tell  all  he  know's?  It  may  be 
pej-mitted  to  doubt  this, 

I  had  this  anecdote  from  La  Pêroufe  "Wimiciï  \  and  it  moft 
probably  is  mentioned  in  the  official  difpatches  tliat  gave  an 
account  of  an  expedition  in  which  he  found  means  to  com.bine 
\yith  the  rigours  of  war  that  philanthropic  fenfibility  which, 
after  viélory,  no  longer  makes  a  dillindion  betw^een  the  viélor 
and  the  vanquifhed,  and  which,  in  the  fequel,  procured  him  the 
fiattering  and  deferved  teltimonies  of  the  elleem  and  gratitude 
our  enemies, 

L  L  4  diencç. 
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dience,  accuftomed  to  enjoy  advantages  which  refult 
from  the  formation  of  large  focieties,  have  not 
endeavoured,  after  their  difperfion,  to  affemble 
under  a  chief,  to  form  themfelves  into  a  large 
body,  to  found  a  new  empire  from  the  wreck  of 
the  former  ?  They  had  jufl:  experienced  that  the 
union  of  men  into  a  large  fociety  does  not  always 
fecure  them  from  oppreffion,  and  that  there  is  to 
be  found  a  more  numerous  or  ftronger  fociety  that 
fubjugates  and  enflaves  the  weaker.  Befides,  ci- 
vilization had  not  yet  taken  deep  roots  ;  the  people 
of  the  frontiers,  more  recently  annexed  to  the  em- 
pire, mufl  have  been  civilized  at  a  later  period  than 
thofe  who  had  formed  the  nucleus  ;  and  the  Mexi- 
cans who  at  this  day  people  the  coaft,  come  from 
the  border,  fince,  in  the  interior,  the  fword  which 
fubdued  their  country  had  deflroyed  every  thing, 
muft  likewife,  by  a  natural  bias,  have  returned 
fooner  to  the  ftate  of  favages  :  for  hiftory  informs 
us  that  the  return  from  civilization  to  barbarifm 
is  incomparably  more  rapid  than  the  paiTage  from 
ibis  latter  flate  to  the  former  j  and  in  this  feveral 
caufes  concur. 

In  thefe  fmall  wild  tribes,"  fays  Dr.  Forster, 
"  it  is  aimoft  certain,  that  the  ftill  fmaller  fo- 
"  cieties,  whom  navigators  have  occafionally 
"  found,  were  nearly  related  to  one  another  j 
"  which  îiiakes  it  probable,  that  they  only  keep 
together  becaufe  they  ftill  find  fome  benefit  from 
their  union  and  mutual  afTiftancej   and  this 

"  make§ 
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makes  the  Europeans,  who  are  ufed  to  civil 
fociety,  believe,  that  the  ties  of  friendfhip  and 
blood  ftill  unite  them  j  but  it  is  quite  other- 
wife,  for  it  is  not  the  intereft  of  favages  to  form 
great  bodies,  in  countries  that  ,are  not  rich  in 
"  food  and  animal  productions  ;  as  foon  as  they 
think  themfelves  ftrong  enough  to  fet  up  a  new 
family,  they  feparate  and  remove  to  parts  un- 
"  occupied  by  other  families,  where  they  have  a 
"  profpeâ:  of  fupporting  their  wives  and  children, 
and  perhaps  a  few  younger  brethren  or  fifters. 
This  evidently  points  out  the  true  caufe  of  the 
debafement  and  degeneracy  in  favages  ;  they 
can  neither  profit  by  the  affiftance,  nor  by  the 
inventions  and  improvements  of  others,  and 
the  fmallnefs  of  their  numbers  affords  but  a 
bad  chance  for  a  multiplicity  of  inventions  or 
"  improvements.    The  inftrudions  and  good  ad- 
"  vice  of  Idhg  experience  are  loft  to  them* 
and  there  fcarcely  remain  more  than  a  few  traits 
which  time  has  not  been  quite  able  to  efface,  and 
the  trace  of  which,  frequently  interrupted,  and 
continued  by  conjeClures,  leads  us  partly  to  fee 
fometimes  that  hordes,  at  this  day  difperfed,  muff, 
in  more  ancient  times,  have  belonged  to  fome 
great  civilized  fociety  that  were  acquainted  with 
the  arts  and  had  probably  been  no  ftrangers  to 
laws. 

*      Forjîer^s  Obferiratîons,  page  317. 


But 
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Bat  if  man  emerges  with  difficulty  from  the  fa- 
vage  and  difperfed  flate,  he  is  ready  to  return  to 
it  as  foon  as  he  breaks  thofe  ties  which  detained 
him  in  a  flate  of  civilization  :  and  the  moft  civilized 
people  are  not  exempt  from  falling  back  into  bar- 
barifm.  Look,  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  for  the 
place  occupied  by  that  Diospolis  fo  famous,  He- 
CATOMPYLos,  Thebes,  which  opened  her  hun- 
dred gates  to  a  hundred  times  ten  thoufand  com- 
batants that  her  walls  coLta'ned  ;  vifit  ^he  fields 
%vhere  the  Babylon  of  Sem  ramis  difplayed  her 
wonders  ;  thofe  where  flione  Palmyra,  much 
lefs  ancient  ;  the  plains,  where  other  celebrated 
cities  are  hidden  under  the  grafs  ;  fome  whofe 
ruins  even  have  periOied  *  :  examine  the  fpecies  of 
men  who,  already  for  a  feries  of  ages,  inhabit  here 
and  there,  and  by  intervals,  countries  formerly  fo 
civilized,  fo  fiouriflu'ng  ;  yau  will  have  no  difficulty 
to  conceive  that  it  requires  not  a  fucceffion  of  tim.e 
fo  long  as  might  at  hrfl  be  imagined,  to  bring  back 
men,  from  the  higheft  degree  of  civilization,  to  a 
flate  of  barbarifm,  to  make  again  of  the  civilized 
man  a  favage  ;  and  the  period  for  the  tranfition 
from  the  one  flate  to  the  other  mufl  be  the  fliorter, 
as  the  civil  and  political  flate  of  a  people  is  the 
more  new  and  the  lefs  improved. 

Three  centuries  may  therefore  have  fufficed  for 
the  Mexican  of  the  frontiers,  fcarcely  freed  from 
the  rufl  of  barbarifm,  and  driven  back,  by  a  fudden 

*  Etiam per'îcre  rwfw ,  Luc.Phars. 
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irruption,  towards  the  foreRs  of  the  north-west 
coaft  to  have  been  reftored  to  the  primitive  and  na- 
tural ftate  whence  a  civih'zation  hardly  llcetched  out 
was  beginning  to  make  him  emerge  *. 

The  ftate  in  which  the  weft  coaft  of  North 
America  appeared  to  the  fir  ft  voyagers  who  have 
made  it  known,  by  bringing  back  our  thoughts  to 
the  New  World,  in  general,  leads  us  to  caft  a 
rapid  glance  on  the  tv/o  Americas,  in  order  to 
confider  theiii  together  in  regard  to  civiHzation. 

Some  philoibpheis  have  concluded  from  the  phy- 
sical ftate  of  both  Americas,  that  the  formation  of 
this  continent,  to  whatever  caufe  it  may  be  afcrib- 
ed,  was  much  lefs  ancient  than  that  of  the  continent 
which  we  inhabit  :  the  denomination  of  New 
World  has  appeared  to  them  not  only  to  indicate 
jthe  recency  of  its  diicovery,  but  alfo  to  apply  to 

*  An  extraâ:  from  this  chapter  was  read  in  one  of  the  pubh'c 
fittings  of  the  National  Institute  :  confined  to  limits 
which  left  no  room  for  explanation,  infulated  from  the  de- 
fcriptions  of  the  north- ive/î  coaft  of  America^  which  ferve  as 
a  foundation  for  the  conjecture  which  I  have  Iiazarded  refpe<?t- 
ing  the  manner  in  which  it  is  polTiblê  that  the  population  of 
this  wellern  border  of  the  north  part  of  Amerua  has  been  efîeél- 
ed,  the  extract  may  have  appeared  to  tl.e  auditors  nothing 
more  than  a  feries  of  h^^porheies  eftablifhed  on  a  bafe  the  folidity 
of  which  miight  be  contefled  ;  but  I  dare  flatter  my felf  that,  if 
the  readers  who  fhall  have  dwelt  on  the  two  preceding  Chap- 
ters, find  that  this  conjcdture  is  not  fupporttd  by  convincing 
and  decifive  proofs  (and  unfortunately  written  hiftory  refufes 
jthem  tous)  at  leaft  they  will  not  find  that  it  is  deilitute  of 
prohahility  :  when  we  are  forced  to  walk  in  the  dark^  we  make 
ufe  of  the  blind  mar/s  Hick  to  feel  our  way. 

the 
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the  period  when,  in  more  ancient  times,  it  may 
have  become  the  habitation  of  man  :  and  the  no- 
tions which  we  have  acquired  concerning  the  vari^ 
ous  tribes  that  occupied  it  when  we  landed  there 
for  the  firft  time,  would  feem  to  fupport  the  opi- 
nion that  has  been  formed  concerning  its  recency, 
comparatively  with  that  which  we  grant  to  our  con- 
tinent. 

•  If  we  are  not  difpofed  to  challenge  all  the  tefli- 
monies  of  antiquity,  we  cannot  refufe  to  believe 
that  the  Old  World  has  had  its  infancy  and  its 
adolefcence  :  and,  obferving  it  in  its  progreffive 
career,  we  may  confider  it  as  in  its  maturity,  and 
forefee,  in  an  unlimited  time,  its  decrepitude  and  its 
end.  The  New  World,  like  the  Old,  mufl  have 
had  its  periods.  America,  at  the  epoch  of  its 
difcovery,  appears  as  if  little  remote  from  creation, 
from  infancy,  if  we  ccnfider  it  in  regard  to  thé  men 
tiy  whom  itv/as  inhabited  :  the  greater  part  of  its 
people  were  flill  at  the  point  where  our  anceftors 
and  thofe  of  all  the  nations  at  this  day  civilized, 
were,  four  thoufand  years  ago.  Read  what  tra^ 
veilers  and  hiflorians  have  related  to  us  of  the  in* 
habitants  of  the  New  World  5  you  will  there  find 
the  man  of  the  Old  one  in  his  infancy  ;  among 
the  fmall  fcattered  nations,  you  will  fancy  that  you 
fee  the  fird  Egyptians,,  wild  and  favage  men,  liv- 
ing at  random,  ignorant  of  the  conveniences  of 
life,  even  of  the  ufe  of  fire,  and  not  knowing 
how  to   form  arms  for    defending  themfelves 

againft 
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againfl  the  attack  of  beafls  *  :  in  the  Tefferais 
of  TiERRA  DEL  Fu EGO,  the  favagc  Greeks,  living 
on  the  leaves  of  trees,  and,  as  it  were,  browzing 
on  grafs,  before  Pelasgus  had  taught  the  Ar- 
cadians to  conflru£l  huts,  to  clothe  themfelves 
with  the  fkin  of  animals,  and  to  eat  acorns  f  ;  in 
the  greater  part  of  the  favages  of  Canada,  the 
ancient  Scythians,  cutting  off  the  hair  of  their 
vanquifhed  enemies,  and  drinking  their  blood  out 
of  their  (kuU  \  :  in  feveral  of  the  nations  of  the 
north  and  fouth,  the  inhabitant  of  the  East  In- 
dies, ignorant  of  culture,  fubfifting  only  on  fruits, 
covered  with  Ikins  of  beads,  and  killing  the  old 
men  and  the  infirm  who  could  no  longer  follow 
in  their  excurfions  the  reft  of  the  family  §  :  in 
Mexico,  you  will  recognize  the  Cimbri  and  the 
Scythians,  burying  aUve  with  the  dead  king,  the 
great  officers  of  the  crown  ||  :  in  Peru  as  well  as 
in  Mexico,  and  even  among  the  fmall  nations, 
you  will  find  Druids,  Vates,  Eubages,  mounte- 
banks, cheating  priefts,  and  credulous  men^;  on 
every  part  of  the  continent  and  in  the  neighbour- 
ing iflands,  you  will  fee  the  Bretons  or  Britons, 
the  Pi(5ls  of  the  Romans  ;  and  the  Thracians,  men 

•  D'lodor,  Book  I.    Parag.  i.  Art.  3. 
t  Paufanlas.  Book  VIII.  Chap  I. 
X  Herodot,  Book  IV. 

^  Ihïd.  Book  III.  and  IV.— n./.  Max.  Book  JI. 
](  Ihid.  and  Strabo, 

^  111  the  ancient  hiftory  of  Gaul,  in  that  of  the  BritiHi 
iflands,  and  in  all  the  hillorics  of  the  ancient  times  of  Europe, 
of  the  North,  of  Afia>  &c. 

and 
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and  women,  painting  their  body  and  face,  punc- 
turing and  making  incifions  in  their  fkin  ;  and 
the  latter  condemning  th'jir  women  to  till  the 
ground,  to  carry  heavy  burdens,  and  impofrngon 
them  the  mofl  laborious  employments  *  :  in  the 
foreflrs  of  Canada,  in  the  Brazils,  and  elfe- 
where,  you  will  find  Cantabri  caufmg  their  ene- 
mies whom  they  have  made  prifoners  of  war  to  un- 
dergo torture,  and  finging  the  fong  of  the  dead 
round  the  (lake  where  the  vidim  is  expiring  in 
the  mofl  frightful  torments  t  in  fhort,  every 
where,  America  will  prefeiit  to  you  the  horrible 
fpedacle  of  thofe  human  facrihces,  with  which 
the  people  of  both  Worlds  have  polluted  the  whole 
furface  of  the  globe  ;  and  feveral  nations  of  t;he 
New  World,  like  fome  of  thofe  of  the  Old  |, 
v/ill  make  you  flirink  with  horror  at  the  fight  of 
thofe  execrable  feftivals  where  man  feeds  with  de- 
light on  the  fiefli  of  his  fellow-creature. 

The  pidure  which  the  New  World  exhibited  to 
the  men  of  the  Old  who  difcovered  it,  therefore 
offered  no  feature  of  which  our  own  hiftory  does 
not  furnifh  us  with  a  model  in  the  infancy  of 
our  political  focieties.  America  too  mufl  have 
had  her  infancy  :  but  as  the  progrefs  of  Nature  is 
uniform  in  the  formation  and  advancement  of  the 

*  Heradot.  Book  II.  f  ^^^^^o,  Book  IT. 

X  Tht  L  ifh  and  the  Maffagetas,  according  to  Strabo,  Book^ 
II. — The  Scythians,  according  to  Eufebius,  Préparât.  Evan, 
gel.  Book.  II.  Chap,  iv,  and  ^othcr  people  of  the  Old  Con- 
tinent. 

fame 
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fame  fpecîes,  we  rnuft  imagine  that  America, 
left  to  herfelf,  would  have  had  her  different  ages 
and  her  diflind  periods.  Already  even  feme  por- 
tions of  this  vaïl:  -country  were  beginning  to 
emerge  from  thebarbarifm  whicli  charaLlerizes  the 
infancy  of  nations  ;  already  in  Peru,  Manco 
Capac,  in  Msxico,  the  predeceffors  of  the  un- 
fortunate MoNTLzuMA,  had  fucceeded  in  affem- 
bling  a  great  number  of  v^andering  hordes,  in 
fixing  them  in  towns,  in  giving  them  a  worfhip, 
in  making  them  acknowledge  and  love  the  empire 
of  the  laws.  Shortly  would  have  been  feen  the 
proud  Chichimeques,  the  terrible  Otomies,  retired 
for  a  long  time  pad  into  the  caverns  of  the  moun- 
tains which  Mexico  has  for  limits,  Vvhere  the  pro- 
duce of  the  chace  and  a  few  wild  roots,  Rolen  from 
the  clefts  of  the  rocks,  fupport  their  exiflenèe, 
ferocious  men  whom  European  arms  could  not 
fubdue,  becaufe  the  conquerors  to  v/hom  their  ufe 
is  referved  cannot  penetrate  into  their  haunts  ;  they 
would  have  been  feen  to  come  down  from  their 
mountains  inacceiïîble  lO  all  others  ;  and,  attradled 
by  the  allurem.ent  of  the  conveniences  and  com- 
forts of  life  enjoyed  by  the  rnen  of  the  plain,  gra- 
dually to  diveft  themfelves  of  their  ferocity,  and,  in- 
vincible by  force,  but  conquered  by  example,  at 
length  adopt  the  manners  and  cufloms  of  the  great 
people  among  whom  they  wc  .  '  -^  :  •  in- 
corporated and  confounded,  .  The  of 
Peru,  founded  like  that  of  Mexico,  lor  two 

centuries 
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centuries  pafl:,  reckoned  down  to  the  period  of  the, 
difcovery,  and  conflituted  on  principles  little  dif- 
erent,  by  following  the  natural  declivity  and  the 
courfe  of  the  rivers,  would  have  pufhed  forth 
branches  towards  the  eaft  :  and,  flep  by  ftep,  civi- 
lization would  have  reached  thofe  ferocious  Bra- 
zilians, thofe  connibals.  fo  dreaded  by  Europeans, 
thofe  men  jealous  of  their  independence,  the  greater 
part  of  whom  have  found  means  to  withdraw 
themfelves,  and  no  doubt  for  ever,  from  the  iron 
yoke  which  ftrangers  in  taking  poffefiion  of  their 
country,  had  dared  to  prefent  to  them.  Thus,  a 
third  empire  v/ould  hâve  rifen  between  the  two 
great  rivers  of  Mar  anon  and  La  Plata  ;  and, 
at  the  fame  time  that  the  empire  of  Peru,  by 
extending  itfelf  to  the  north-eaft  as  far  as  the  Sea 
of  the  Antilles,  would  have  had  a  communication 
with  thofe  fertile  ifiands  which  fome  great  convul- 
fion  of  the  globe  appears  to  have  detached  from 
the  continent,  that  of  Mexico  would  have  poured 
the  furplus  of  its'  population  into  the  countries 
fituated  to  the  north  and  eaft  of  its  territory,  and, 
by  afcending  the  Mississippi,  might  have  been  pro- 
longed  and  extended  to  the  great  lakes  and  the 
river  of  Canada.  It  may  be  prefumed,  by  ana- 
logy with  what  has  happened  in  the  Old  World, 
that  the  fmall  number  of  inhabitants  of  the  boreal 
and  auftral  regions  would  have  fucceflively  flowed 
back  to  the  temperate  zones,  and  towards  the  bor- 
ders of  the  torrid  zone  j  and  that,  if  thofe  who  are 

dilTeminated 
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dilTemînated  over  the  main  land  of  North  Ame- 
rica, and  to  the  extremities  of  the  Magellanic 
LanI),  had  not  abandoned  their  native  country,  in 
order  to  proceed  towards  the  frontiers  of  Mexico, 
on  the  one  hand,  and,  on  the  other,  towards  thofe 
of  Bra^zil  and  Peru,  they  would  have  continued 
to  vegetate  on  the  foil  that  fed  them,  like  thofe 
little  nations  which,  on  the  Old  Continent,  occupy 
the  parts  of  Asia  and  Europe  'fituated  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  polar  circle,  the  Tfchutfchis,  the 
Samoyedes  and  the  Laplanders. 

But  the  arrival  of  the  Europeans  has  arrefted 
Nature  in  her  career ^  and  condemned  America  to 
grow  old  in  a  long  infancy.  Reafon  and  huma« 
nity  are  both  fhocked,  and  in  an  equal  degree, 
when  we  recolleâ:  that,  by  our  condud,  a  great 
number  of  nations  of  that  unhappy  continent  have 
difappeared  from  the  face  of  the  earth  which 
they  were  to  fhare  with  us  ;  and  that  the  con- 
querors who  ravaged  the  New  World,  have  not 
made  one  effort  to  heal,  if  poffible,  the  great 
wound  which  they  gave  to  the  human  race  ;  to 
introduce  among  the  people  who  have  furvived  the 
deftruclion  of  the  reft,  a  focial  government  that, 
by  recalling  them  to  the  dignity  of  man,  might 
reftore  them  to  the  love  of  life,  and  to  the  wifh 
of  preferving  and  multiplying  their  fpecies.  Every 
one  is  aftonifhed  that  the  idea  of  death  infpires  the 
ancient  Peruvian  with  no  idea  of  fear  !  He  is  a 
Have,  and  to  die,  to  a  flave,  is  but  to  rid  himfelf 

VOL.  I,  M  M  of 
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of  the  înfupportabb  burden  of  his  miferable  ex 
iftence. 

But  by  .what  has  the  European,  m  deftroying 
the  men  of  the  New  World,  thought  to  be  able 
to  fill  up  this  immenfe  void  ?  In  general,  by  fome  of 
the  refufe  of  the  focietiesof  Europe,  fkilful  in  def- 
troying, impotent  in  creating,  adventurers  whom, 
for  the  mofl  part,  their  country  had  vomited  forth 
from  her  bofom,  like  filth  which  may  taint  the  air 
by  its  fermentation,  and  which  carries  with  it  the 
germs  of  cojiitagion.    If  you  combine  with  thefe 
hnpure  elements  a  few  thoufands  of  black  men 
purchafed  on  the  fands  of  Africa,  who,  bringing 
into  a  ftrange  country  the  horror  of  labour  which 
is  natural  to  them,  there  adopt  all  the  vices  that 
flavery  engenders,  and  endeavour  not  to  repro- 
duce thremfelves,  you  Vv^ill  have  the  fort  of  popu- 
lation that  has  fupplied  the  place  of  a  fmall  part 
of  the  primitive  population  which  the  fcythe  of  the 
Europeans  has  mown  dovm  in  the  two  Americas. 
it  is  not  with  new  principles  of  deftrudion  that 
this  half  of  the  earth  can  ever  repair  its  loffes, 
or  be  regenerated  :  and  the  mailers  of  the  New 
World  are  too  (trong  againft  the  weak  American 
for  him  ever  to  be  able,  by  himfelf,  to  break  the 
yoke  that  opprefles  him,  ever  to  clear  the  wall  of 
brafs  which,  as  it  cannot  be  thrown  down  by 
impotent  and,  erè  long,  fatal  efforts,  will  con- 
ftantly  and  invincibly  oppofe  the  progrefs  of 
vilization. 

If 


Sept.  I79I.]         MARCHANDAS  VOYAGE.  53^ 

If  ever  a  revolution  be  efFe(^ed  in  favour  of 
America,  it  will  only  be  by . Europeans  become 
Americans  ;  they  alone  will  be  able  to  reftore  her 
the  influence  which,  by  the  extent  of  her  terri- 
tory, by  her  navigable  rivers,  the  largeft  on  earth, 
by  the  variety  of  hef  indigenous  produdions,  by 
her  precious  metals,  her  diamonds,  her  pearls, 
fatal  prefents  of  Nature  which  occafioned  all  her 
misfortunes,  (he  ought  to  have  in  the  political  aS 
well  as  fhe  has  in  the  phyfical  fcale  of  the  globe* 
Who  can  forefee  and  calculate  what  will  in  ages  to 
come  be  the  defliny  of  this  vaft  and  rich  continent 
in  the  hands  of  thé  men  of  Europe,  enterprifmg 
and  infatiable  after  gold  and  glory,  who,  there 
naturalizing  themfelves,  will  naturalize  with  them 
their  arts  and  their  induflry  ! 

But,  till  America  has  aflumed  the  rank  which 
Nature  had  marked  out  for  her,  till  one  day  per- 
haps the  New  World,  after  having  been  long 
opprelTed  by  the  Old,  happens,  in  its  turn,  to  op- 
prefs  it,  the  north-west  coaft  which  has  hi- 
therto efcaped  the  ftorms  that  have  overthrown  the 
interior  of  the  continent  and  the  eaft  fide  of  its 
northern  coafts,  opens  us  a  channel  to  do  a  little 
good,  in  order  to  compenfaie  in  part,  if  poflible, 
all  the  ill  which  we  have  effeded.  Unknown,  for 
three  centuries,  by  the  fide  of  a  land  which  faw 
its  children  deftroyed  by  the  fword  of  ftrangers 
come  from  the  eaft,  or  reduced  to  flavery  and 
M  M  2  finking 
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finking  in  the  mines  under  the  weight  of  labour, 
this  privileged  coaft  owed  its  independence  to  its 
obfcurity.  Its  fituation  at  the  weftern  limit  of 
North  i\.MERiGA,  the  rudenefs  of  its  climate,  the 
happy  privation  of  the  metals  after  which  the  Eu- 
ropean thirfls,  the  character  of  its  inhabitants,  mif, 
truftful  and  brave,  the  nature  of  its  productions, 
which  are  only  the  produce  of  hunting  and  fifli- 
mg — every  thing  feems  at  this  day  likely  to  infure 
to  it  the  maintenance  of  its  liberty,  and  to  defend 
It  againft  the  ambition  of  the  conquerors.  But, 
without  making  an  attempt  on  a  bieffing  of  which 
it  ought  to  be  jealous,  might  we  not  prefent  our- 
felves  to  the  tribes  that  inhabit  it,  with  the  ca- 
duceus  and  the  olive  branch  in  our  hand  ;  introduce 
among  them  the  tafte  and  pradice  of  the  ufeful 
arts  ;  teach  them  the  ufe  of  our  implements  of 
hufbandry  ;  naturalize  on  2,  foil  which  requires  only 
culture  to  render  its  fecundity  beneficial,  the  pro- 
dudions  which  enrich  other  parts  of  the  earth  fitu- 
ated  in  the  fame  latitudes  ;  eftabhfh  in  thefe  regions 
open  to  civilization,  in  lieu  of  tjie  mifery  and  vices 
which  counterad:  the  progrefs  of  half-civilized 
nations,  the  true  principles  of  focial  order,  and  a 
rational  fyflem  of  morality  and  religion  ;  acquit, 
in  lliort,  towards  humanity  the  debt  of  the  nations 
who  have  got  the  ftart  of  others  in  civilization,  and 
add,  as  it  were,  a  new  people  to  the  human  race  r* 
"Why  fliould  not  Europe  do  for  a  portion  of 
q  America 
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America  what  Egypt  did  for  Greece*?—^ 
Would  diftance  and  danger,  which  never  ap- 
peared obflacles  when  remote  lands  oîFered  gold 
to  cupidity,  prefent  infurmountable  ones,  when  the 
queftionis  to  ferve  humanity,  at  this  day  efpeciall)^, 
when  the  nautical  art,  improved,  has  approximated., 
and,  in  a  manner,  identified  all  the  parts  of  the 
globe  ?  Let  morality,  once  put  in  practice,  then 
approximate  men  too,  all  the  children  of  the  fame 
mother  :  and,  if  to  projeds  of  beneficence  we  can 
affociate  the  calculations  of  interefl,  let  us  think 
that  the  increafe  of  our  trade  and  of  our  navi- 
gation will  indemnify  our  advances,  and  repay 
our  facrifices. 

But  if  this  wifh  cannot  be  accomplifhed,  if  phi- 
lanthropy be  but  an  empty  word,  there  is  no  hope 

*  "  If  we  may  rely  on  ancient  tradition,  the  firft  inhabi- 
tants  of  Greece  had  no  other  dwellings  than  deep  caverns, 

<*  and  ilTued  from  them  only  to  difpute  with  animals  coarfe  and 

**  fometimes   noxious  food. 

"  The  firit  legiflators  of  the  ftill  favage  Greeks  were  Egyp- 

tians,  who  had  jult  landed  on  the  coaft  of  ArgoUdes^ 
*'  There  they  fought  an  afylum  ;  there  they  founded  an  em- 
*^  pire  ;  and  it  was,  no  doubt,  a  fine  fight  to  behold  agreftic 
**  and  cruel  people,  approach  trembling  the  foreign  colon^r, 
**  admire  its  peaceful  labours,  cut  down  their  forefts  as  old 

as  the  world,  difcover  under  their  feet  an  unknown  land, 
"  and  render  it  fertile,  fpread  themfelves  with  their  flocks 
**  and  herds  in  the  plains,  and  at  length  contrive  to  fpend  in 

innocence  pure  and  ferene  days."  {^Voyage  du  jeune  Jna^ 
charjîs.  Introduâiion,  pages  I  and  2,  vol.  i.  of  the  4to  'E4ài' 
t}on»^TranJlated,  J 

that 
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that  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  lands  which  extend 
over  a  border  of  about  fix  hundred  leagues,  and 
the  fcattered  population  of  which  cannot  be  efti- 
mated  at  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty  thoufand 
individuals,  can  ever  fee  aflembled  their  too  widely 
difperfed  hordes,  which  the  difficulty  of  fubfifling 
keeps  at  a  diftance  from  each  other,  and  among 
which  the  want  of  provifions,  and  perhaps  caufes 
of  rivality  that  are  unknown  to  us,  ftill  kindle  the 
flame  of  difcord  and  foment  external  and  intefline 
wars.  But  at  leaft,  if  we  are  not  willing  to  do 
thefe  people  all  the  good  that  would  be  in  our 
power,  let  us  fpare  them  the  ill  for  which  we  have 
fo  many  means  ;  let  us  not  endeavour  to  difturb 
the  peace  of  their  retreats  :  and  if  commercial 
communications  be  maintained  with  them,  let  us 
fet  them  the  example  of  honeily  ;  let  us  make  it 
our  ftudy  to  render  profitable  to  them  a  traffic 
which,  by  a  condu<5l  well  calculated  on  our  part> 
and  efpecially  with  moderation  and  prudence,  may 
procure  us  great  advantages. 

It  is  time  to  lofe  fight  of  the  north-west  coafl 
of  America  on  which,  perhaps,  I  have  dwelt  too 
long  :  let  us  quit  it  to  rejoin  Captain  Marchand  ; 
and,  in  following  his  route  acrofs  the  Great 
OcEy\N,  letus  haften  with  him  to  land  on  the  Old 
Continent.  When  we  have  painfully  travelled  in 
thought  over  the  immenfe  folitude  of  this  long 
coaft,  one  of  the  limits  of  the  New  World,  and 
when,  in  colîeding  the  fcattered  objefts  which  it 

offers 
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offers  to  meditation,  we  have  feen  that  tribes,  herds 
of  men,  fcattered  here  and  there,  difpute  their  terri- 
tory with  theaninials  of  theforefts;  when  each  of 
their  wants  can  be  fatisfied  only  by  a  vidory  over 
thofe  formidable  rivals,  or  by  a  conqueO:  over  the 
fea  ;  when,  if  their  eyes  be  raifed  tov/ards  heaven, 
heaps  of  frofl-bearing  clouds  prefent  themfelves  to 
their  fight  ;  when  under  their  feet  is  a  land  of  ice  ; 
when  around  them  rife  inacceflible  mountains 
whofe  fummits,  confounded  with  the  clouds,  are 
enveloped  in  perpetual  fnov/  ;  when,  in  (hort,  ex- 
iftence  to  them  is  fuppor table  only  becaufe  they 
are  happily  ignorant  of  thofe  benefits  with  which 
Nature,  a  ftep-mother  in  regard  to  them,  has  load- 
ed a  part  of  the  human  fpecies,  we  are  eager  to 
carry  back  our  imagination  towards  thofe  fortu- 
nate regions  where,  under  a  beautiful  fky,  numerous 
flocks  and  herds  afford  to  man  a  fleece  incefl'antly 
reviving,  which  he  is  not  obliged  to  conquer,  and 
docile  aniinals  which  he  alTociates  to  his  labours  ; 
where  vafl:  plains  difplay  afar  thofe  ears  bent 
under  their  own  weight,  whofe  nourifhing  grain 
infures  the  fubfiftence  of  the  year  ;  where  rich 
hillocks  expofe  to  the  fun,  which  ripens  them, 
thofe  clufters  of  grapes  whofe  fermented  juice ,  re- 
animates the  enfeebled  fenfes  and  revives  the  ex- 
haufled  fl:rength  ;  where,  in  fliort,  the  labour  of 
a  few  fuffices  for  the  nouriiliment  of  all.  Happy 
the  men  whom  the  eternal  difpenfer  of  good  and 

ill 
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ill  has  placed  on  thefe  bleffed  lands  *  !  Thrice 
happy,  if,  appreciating  the  bleiTings  which  it  has 
pleafed  his  bounty  to  affign  to  their  fhare,  grateful 
and  moderate,  they  knew  how  to  be  contented  and 
enjoy  !  And  if,  agitated  by  infatial  Je  avidity, 
blinded  by  ambition  fiill  more  infatsable,  ani- 
mated by  vengeance,  excited  by  hatred,  and  call- 
ing in  againft  themfelves  difcord,  war,  and  death, 
they  did  not  convert  into  fields  of  carnage  and  de- 
folation,  thofe  lands  which  were  abandoned  to  the 
labour  of  their  arms  for  the  purpofe  of  maintain- 
ing their  fleeting  .xiftence  !  Why  mufl;  the  fage, 
condemned  to  be  the  witnefs  of  their  homicidal 
rage,  if  he  be  not  its  vidim,  have  in  the  courfe  of 
ages,  had  fo  often  to  regret  that  his  deftiny  had 
not  rather  thrown  him  into  the  midft  of  fome 
one  of  thofe  tribes  which,  having  to  defend  them- 
felves only  againfl  bears,  find  in  thefe  formidable 
neighbours,  enemies  lefs  dangerous,  lefs  ferocious 
than  men  ! 

*  "  0  forlurintos  nhnlum,  fua  fi  hona  nonnt 

•    .         .     .    qu'ihus  ipfa  , 

Fundit  humo  facile  m  v'lCium  jifftUJîma  iellus  / 

ViRG.  Georg.  lib.  ik 

Thrice  happy  fwains,  whofe  genuine  pleafures  blefs, 
««  If  they  but  knew  and  felt  their  happinefs. 

*'  Earth  with  falubrious  fruits  fupports  their  life." 

Warton, 

The  End  of  the  First  Volume, 
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It  has  been  thcu^ht  unne^efitvy  to  write  all  the 
Niâmes  inserted  in  Tupia  s  Chart  :  the  Au/A  cr  /las 
cordm^d  hintfelfto  those  ofdw  ten  Mendoça 
Islands;  and  to  a  tew  others  iv/iich  appear  to  hav 
been  ret'ifited. 

The  Orthot^rnphv  of  AiFReinhold  Foj-ster  />a 
beenpreseryed,alt/iouff/i  it  haf  not  been  ei'ery 
where  adopted  indie  Narrative. 
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